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PREFACE. 


ANOTHER,  forming  the  tenth  Volume 
of  Public  Characters,  is  now  present- 
ed itith  all  due  deference,  as  well  as  grati- 
tude, to  that  nation  which  has  hitherto  been 
pleased  to  approve  of,  and  patronize  the 
work.  Like  the  preceding  ones,  its  contents 
have  been  supplied  by  contributions  from 
the  pens  of  several  authors,  who  have  thus 
assuredly  added  to  the  variety,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  also,  to  the  interest  oi  the  whole. 

We  rejoice,  on  the  present  occasion,  to 
hfive  been  enabled  to  ititroduce  a  scientific 
articie,  latid  to  mingle  the  discoveries  of  a 
phiiosopbetv  with  the  exploits  of  our  sea- 
DDeoL  <and  our  ^diers^  the  eloqtietice  of  our 
statesnien,  the  learning  of  oar  lawyers,  and 
^  piety  of  Qftr  prelates. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  also,  that  the 
American  Charapters  now,  as  before,  have 
been  furnished  by  a  native  of  the  United 
States,  who  has  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city in  Europe,  and  is  well  known  in  Eng- 
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land  as  a  man  of  letters*  Intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  lives,  habits,  and  pursuitiS 
of  the  gentlemerfiaWilded  %V  he  may  be  said 
tp  have  painted  from  the  life ;  it  is  proper; 
however,  to  remark,  {hat,  regular  and  correct 
himself.  He  iS  not  chargekble  with  any*  of 
the  erh)rs  that  may  appear  in  the  introduc- 
tory matter,  with  which  they  are  ushered  in- 
to the  notice  of  the  feiader.      .: 

The  Appendix  contains  a  variety  of  ad-^' 
dition.^  as  well  as  emendations.  Some  of  tb* 
airticles  are  calculated  to  gratify  curiosity. 

The  whojie  of  this  production  will;   we 
trust,  be  found  chaste  in  respect  to  morals, 
and  fair  and  candid  in  regard  to  [  politics. 
Qn  otXe  hand,  'no*littl6  groveling  passion' 
has  been  here  gratified  ;  no  pitiful  personial' 
enmity  has  beeii  indulged ;!  while,  on  thei 
Qther,  no  unmanly  sacrifice  has  been  made^ 
^t    tl|e  shrine  of  power,    or  what  is  infi- 
nitely more  dear  and  respect6d>  on  the  altar  ■ 
©f  friendship ! 
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^HOMAS,  LQRD  BISHOP  OF  ST.  DAVIDS, 
■    And  prebendary  or  durham. 

,    "  I  venerate  ^e  man  whose  heart  is  tfarrri, 
^^  tV!hose  hands  are  putci  i^fhoie  doctrine  and  whose  life, 
''  Coincident,  exhit^t  Iiidd  prdc^ 

^  •'  That  be  1*  honitst  m  tM  iacred  cauMv*' 

CoWfBB. 

»  • 
npHE  renioie  situatbn  of  Eloglaodt^  a^d  to  the 
.  "^  iBvasioii  tff  the  Saxons,  and  tbe  iaevitable  con* 
fusioii  iocideot  to  that  eveitf,  for  a  loo^  time  pre- 
cladedits  inhabitants  from  reaping  the  bleitiiigs  oi^ 
.Christianity.  This  doctrine,  so  admirably  calcu- 
MU^  io  saotfae  the  afi&icte<l(/  moA  (o  humble  the 
Jiaug&ty;  vi^hich  presents  such  $,  Variety  of  coniok- 
tion  io  betie?er^,  while  it  boidls  out  so  maby  induct 
-inents  to  the  practicef  of  every  virtue,  was  not  intro- 
duced among  us  Until  the  conclusion  of  the  sixth 
centoty.  Greg;ory  the  Great,  who,  with  all  the 
power  of  the  triple  crorwlki  united  a  patrician  de* 
scent,  dp(iealrs  to  hstve  beefn  the  first  Pope  that  h^d 
conceived  the  idea  of  Iqcl  tiding  Britain  within  the 
1808-1809.  •  B     ' 
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Christian  pale^  and  thus  obtaining  a  rich  inheri* 
fance  for  the  successors  of  St.  Peter. 

Durii^  hi^  time  we  Hud,  from  well  authenticated 
records^  that  in  most  cities  of  Europe  there  was  a 
mart  for  slaves^  and  that  white  men  were  accustomed 
to  be  sold  at  Rome,  in  particukr^  with  as  little  ce- 
remony as  those  of  a  differcfU  complexion  are  at  this 
moment  disposed  of  in  Jamaica  or  Barbadoes.  In-^ 
deed^  our  ancestors  are  said  to  have  ][>een  indebted 
to  this  very  circumstance  for  their  conversion ;  and 
an  adventure  in  the  slave  market^^  suggested  the  idea 
of  a  mission  into  Britain,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
subverting  the  altars  of  paganism,  and  erecting  the 
cross  of  Christianity  on  their  ruins. 

The  zeal  of  the  pious  monk^f  selected  upon  this 
occasion^  proved  fortunate ;  he  was  entertained  in  a 
kind  and  hospitable  manner  by  Ethelbert,  king  of 
Kent ;  the  heptarchy  by  degrees  received  the  light 
of  the  gospel,  and  Canterbury,  where  he  had  preach- 
ed the  doctrines  of  our  faith  with  success,  in  pro^ 
cess  of  time  became  metro  political. 

Unhappily,  however,  the  successors  of  Pope  Gre- 
gory, actuated  by  interest  and  ambition,  began  to 
convert  religion  into  a  vile  traffic.  A  tribute,  un- 
der the  denomination  of  Peter's  Pence,  was  exacted 

: ., . . _-J .   ■    ■  ...■■ 

*  Happening  to  be  told  of  the  children  of  scwne  English  pagang, 
who  were  exposed  to  sale,  the  good  Pope,  who  about  this  period 
was  prefect  of  Home,  is  reported  to  h«te  esdaimed,  in  the  tme 
spirit  of  humanity,  conyeyed  with  a  happy  alliterattw,  "  Noa 
Angli,  sed  Angeli,  forent,  si  essent  Christiani." 

t  St.  Augustin,  or  Austin. 
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iVdm  this  kin^dnd^  and  one  df  ite  kings*  tetuftlly 
coDsedt^  not  6nly  to  swear  fisalty  to  the  Pope> 
Tvho^  rasslal  he  publicly  acknowledged  himself  to 
he,  but  to  pay  one  thousand  marks  yearly  as  ( te^ 
ken  of  his  subjugation. 

To  such  a  degree  of  power  and  \Vealth  did  the 
clergy  of  that  day,  who  uniformly  yielded  obedience 
to  the  papal  see,  at  length  arrive,  that  we  beat  ot 
6nef  prelate  braving  the  legitimate  authority  of  hi* 
sovereign,  and  of  another  J  rivalling  him  in  splen-« 
dor  and  magnificence. 

At  last,  partly  in  consefqtrence  of  the  glattng  im- 
positiods  of  the  see  of  R#ne,  and  partly  from  the 
increase  of  learning  on  the  side  of  the  laity,  a  neW 
and  happier  order  of  affairs  took  place.  During 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  the  chiirch  of  England 
was  separated  for  ever  fh>m  the  Roman  commu«« 
llion ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  near»«iine  centuriei 
and  a-halC  posterior  to  the  introduction  of  Christie 
anityj  that  grand  revolution  in  ecclesiastical  affairs, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  RfttoRMAtioN,  formed  a 
eonspicuous  epoch  in  our  history. 

Since  that  memorable  period,  our  dignitaries  havtf 
indeed  been  less  opulent  in  point  of  revenues,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  th6y  have  been  also  more  chaste 
in  their  lives  and  conversation.  We  no  longer  find 
them  apeingthe  state  of  kings,  or  arrogating  an 


*  John. 

f  Arcbbkhop  Becket,  afterwards  canoniiied. 

t  Cardinal  Wolsey. 

■  2 
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irfiNNsemly  pride,  bilt  ill  accdrdlng  wiifr  fht  tife^  8i> 
tuatioQ^  and  sufferings  otihm  common  Master. 
.  With  but  a  very  few  exceptions  indeed^  our  Ei^- 
lish  prelates  have  exhibited  characters  exempt  frowl 
scandal^  as  well  as  conduct  free  from  reproach^  and 
this  we  attribute  not  a  little  to  the  proper  selection 
of  that  digaified  and  respectable  class.  Care  haft 
been  generally  taken  that  our  mitred  priests^  who 
^le,  at  the  same  time^  peers  of  parliament^  should  be 
chosen  from  among  those  eminent  for  their  virtue^ 
their  learning,  and  their  talents.  Nor  are  we  dis- 
posed to  deny^  that  two  other  circumstances  have 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  pgrity  of  the  episco*^ 
pacy,  for  it  has  been  customary  hitherto;  to* elevate 
none  hvtt  men  of  a  mature  age  to  the  English  purpk^ 
yhile  fhe  sons  of  our  nobility^  who  might  be  sup- 
posed  4o  pi^ue  themselves  on  their  births  have 
borne  but  a  small  proportion  to  those  of  a  more; 
]bumble  origiu.  ;  : 

Anterior  to  the  late  revoKitico  in  t^'raiice^  tlie 
jfimi^p  brothers  of  the  aristocracy  were  accipstomed 
to  look  up  to  the  GalUcaci  church  for  an  appanage, 
iind  faheiy  suppotjbg  that  their  illustfious  descent 
conferred  honour  on  the  crosier^  not  unfrequently^ 
forgot  those  duties^  of  which  the  pastoral  staf  is  a. 
tery  appropriate  eriiblem^. 

Dr.  Burgcst  ta  a  native  of  Hampshii?e^  having 
been  Wn  in  that  county,  in  or  abotit  tlie';]^ear  1754^ 
or  1755;  His  family  occupied  the  same  rank  it$ 
life  as  those*  of  Abtet^  Tillotson,  and  Moore,  pre- 
lates, eminent  for  th^ir  piety/ and  celebrated  fpr 
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Hbeir  virtues^  rather  tbae  their  birth.    His  fatl^er,  a 
-  very  respectable  man,  was  for  many  yean  a  grocer 
-at  Odibam,  and  had  a  large  family,  consistii^  of 
three  sons,  and  three  daughters.     One  of  4be  chil- 
dren, who  is  at  this  moment  vt  opulent  trades* 
man,  in  London,  was  provided  for  early  in  life,  by 
means  of  an  estate  that  was  left  him,  by  a  relation, 
-a  few  days  after  his  birth,  while  the  others  were 
early  taught  the  useful  lesson,  that  they  must  carve 
-out  a  fortune  foj:  tbemselYes,  by  industry  and  perse- 
-veradce, «    . .  .   .  v,   . 

Thomks,  of  i^liom  We  iioW  treat,  received  the  first 
rudiment^ -of  his  education  from  Mr.  Webbe,  a 
schoohhaster  in  his  native  village.^  After  this,  he 
Tepairied  to  Winchester,  where  he  was  admitted  on 
<he  foundation,  and  while  there,  becanxe  the  con- 
"temporary  of  Mr.  Addington,  now  Lord  SidDicrbtb, 
■an  event  which  led  to  important  rdsults,  as  will  be 
^en  iiereafter.  Having  at  length  removed  to  New 
.College,  Oxford,  he  again  fell  in  with  his  old  school* 
^low,  so  that  their  acquaintance  was  renewed,  and 
their  friendship  confirmed. 

At^is  celebrated  university  Mr.  Burgess  resided 
manryjears,  and  after  receiving  the  fall  benefit  of 
the  instruction  to  be  derived  from  such  a  noble  in- 
stitution, he  obtained 'a^  fellowship  from  Corpus 
Christi  Collegej  ^n<i  as^sted  in  the  education  of 
others^  by  actings  as  is  usual^  in  the  capacity  of  a 
tutor. 

*  OdihaiQ^  in  Hampshire. 
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,  Tha  fsime  of  bis  acquirement  in  the  learned  Ian- 
gHages>  having  at  length  extended  bejond  the  boun- 
daries otMma  M&Ur,  Mr.  Burgess  began  tebe  talked 
t)f; more  egpecially  after  obtaining  a  prize*  in  1780. 
But  it  was  a  workf  more  immediately  connected  with 
his  studies  that  introduced  him  to  the  notice  of  Dr. 
Barrington.     Tte  regard  of  that  prelate  was  not 
confined  to  barren  applause,  for  he  first  made  him 
his  domestic  chaplain,  and  then  conferred  a  pre* 
bendal  stall  at  Carlisle.     Qn  his  Jordship's  transla^ 
tibn  to  Durham,  this  was  exchanged  for  a  still  bet* 
ter  one,  appertaining  to  that  see,  to  which  was  an- 
Bexed  a  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Tees,  since  ra« 
signed  in  consequence  of  his  recent  preferment. 

The  first  correct  notice  of  bis  literary  career,  with^ 
in  the  scope  of  our  knowledge^  commences  with  tte 
year  1781,  when  Mr.Burgess  published  anew  edi* 
tion  of  Dawes*  /'  Critica  Miscellanea/*  to  which  be 
has  ^so  added  a  large  Appendix.  A  respectable 
eritic  of  that  dty,  after  much  well  deserved  praise, 
expresses  himself  as  follow^,  in  respect  to  his  la* 
bolirs  on  this  occasion : 

<^  This  Mr.  JhirgeM  w(^  coosiatr  at  m  tixkidx»riaxmy  young 
m$T^,  from  whom  gre^l  tbiDgs  in  th^  w9y  of  emotion  may  ^  ^h^ 
pected,  and  who  jj^oiQJset  to  be  (me  of  those  who,  in  this  respoct^ 
will  ccMntribate  to  sufitaio  the  j^ry  of  our  countrymen. 

^  The  same  gentleman,  in  a  supj^ement  to  kis  Essay  on  Anti* 
qnities,  which  obtained  the  Oxford  prize  in  1780,  and  which  de<» 

♦For  an  *'  Essay  on  Antiquities." 

i  A  Treatise  on  the  Origin  and  Formation  of  the  Greek  X^^ 
guage. 
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«6rv€d  that  prize,  hath  given  thegpoDcndptonof  an  ia^dttd  Trea* 
tise  on  the  Origin. and  Formation  o£  the  Greek  Language.  Prom 
this  plan  it  is  apparent  that  the  author  is  wdl  fitt^  for  auMiirtak* 
tog  cttrious  and  profound  enquiries/' 

In  1792  Mr.  Burgess,  who  by  this  time  had  ob^ 
tained  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  divinity,  published 
»  sermon  chiefly  in  opposition  to  the  Socinians,'*  in 
which  he  strenuously  maintained  the  doctrine  of  th^ 
divinity  of  Christ/  and  that  too,  in  a  manner  some* 
what  novel ;  by  the  testimony  of  *'  his  living  wit* 
nesses  the  Jews."  This  had  been  delivered  before  the 
members  of  the  university  in  which  he  wa&  educated, 
about  two  years  anterior  to  the  period  alluded  io^t 
and  it  contains  many  pointed  remarlu  on  the  opi* 
nions  of  Dr.  Priestley,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefiefd, 
which  were  calculated  to  make  considerable  impres*- 
«ion. 

In  the  fH'eface  we  are  told-^- 

''  That  it  the  request  of  some  much  respeeted  fnends  of  the  9U* 
thor,  the  following  sermon  is  presented  to  the  puMk;.-  He  has  utw 
dertaken  m  it,**  it  is  added,  '^  ilo  prove,  what  indiiMi^has  ofteo  , 
been  proved  before  $  and  to  support,  from  the  ScilpmfaL,  the  be- 
lief of  what  there  is  the  best  evidenoe  tor  asserting  has  sdwsys  beetf 
believed^  in  all  ages  of  the  cbor^,  and  the  best  grounds  for  think-* 
ing  will  continue  to  be  believed,  by  tafkiitely  the  greater  part  of 
those  who  study  the  Scriptures' seriously^  and  without  prejudice. 


*  "  The  Divinity  of  Christ  proved  from  hts  own  Declaratiotos^ 
attested  and  interpreted  by  his  living  witnesses,  the  Jewsj  a  Scr*» 
0ion,  preached  before  the  University  of  Oxfbrd,  at  St.  Peter'a, 
February  28,  1790.  By  TlieMAS  Burgess,  b.  d.,  Doaieatl# 
Chaplain  to  the  |x)rd  Bishop  of  Durham,  and  Prebendary  of  D^- 
bam.**  *  ' 
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die  ]irogreii  of  tiiesr  opiakms.  Yet  aoj  attemqit  to  prove-  the  di^ 
msatj  of  dfifl/*  eoptgiuo  he,  "  may  not  be  tbooght  miseasoiir 
able  at  a  tinne^  wiieo  oiMieaen  cfagz^  tbe  dnirch  of  ^ng}*r4 
with  idoiadylbrheradiniffikndfttij^doctnoejaM^^  miius^ 
Icrs  of  ioniicenfjr  fcr  ixjpfonnipg  to  ij  fonixkj  tq  tbek  convic* 
tioO|  aiMi'poQSid^  soch^'Sxvn^tioitt  of  Chrisdanit}'  as  justifiable 
leasofis  for  tbair  uiwast  epde^voQiii  to  <lemoIish  the  s^r^tem  vhic(| 
supports  them. 

**  It  is  in  ¥aio  pifii^  to  promi^^  no^^ltf  of  proof  on  a  subject 
so  often  discussed  faj^believers  an4  iinbe}icyers ;  jet  I  am  no( 
^wa9e  that  the  argument  far  Christ's  divioity^  as  staled  in  the  fol- 
lowing discourse,  and  resting  on  *  Christ*?  own  declarations,  ^i* 
tested  and  ipterpreted  by  bis  living  witnesses  the  Jews,*  has  even 
beeo  urgped  as  the  great  fundamental  proof  of  the  divinity  of  Qnist. 
Bat  whether  it  be  new  or  old,  it  se^ms  to  have  the  following  ad* 
vantage :  phris^'^  own  decl^rati^  of  \i\s  djpnity  a^ords,  to  com« 
mon  ui)4erstanding^^  moo-e  plain  and  taogiUe  evidence  than  that 
of  |M:ophecy  5  and  more  complete  than  the  evidence  of  miracles : 
and  when  attested  by  his  enemies  as  well  as  his  disciples,  who 
beard  them,  and  by  the  erents  which  followed  fhaq  them,  they 
appear  to  be  sosceptiUe  of  but  one  meaning,  and  con§|qu€^tly.  to 
he  ti^  60QI  tto  ^i^bigvties  lybich  arp  $pmetiqaes  iropnte^  K^ 
Scripture  Ungng^f 

*^  The  ohyiel  therefore  of  the  ^scourse  is,  to  recal  the  atten^ 
^ou  of  tbe  redder  io  the  first  period  of  historical  evidence  on  the 
iilb}ect^  m,  CbrisfsewDidadarati<ns,  attested  and  interpreted  by 
lii  limg  wkncsies,  the  Jews  j,  to  point  oat  the  principal  causes 
^pRbidi  b^ve  contrilmled  to  produce  the  difference  of  opinion  con^ 
ceiniiig  the  perspii  of  (Jhristi  aqd  th^  cpnsf^ufn^  of  one  of  those 
causes  i^  th^  aifect  the  Cbri<^t!an  ^th  and  the  national  churchi' 
lad  lastly^  to  urge  the  stuiy  qf  tt)f  Scriptur^  and  of  the  gr^t 
^lAcipl^  of  Cbristiaa  faith  derived  fxQUi  them,  and  professed  by 
^  church  of  fpgUnd,  as  the  bed  de^  of  lecuring  the  purity 
|lf  Chrisfai^  &ith^  aa4  affection  ^  tbeoMtional  establishment/* 

7)if»  ij^xt^  wbicli  is  from  JToIia  iii.  12^  muat  \^ 
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pX\oyfeA  to  Imw  beett  peoiriifrtf  af^site:^  ''i^  I 
liare  told  you  earthly  tlinp^  mA  ye  believe  not; 
how  shall  je  believe  if  I  telj  jqu  ofheavenlj  things  ?'• 
Jhp  prei^cher  b^ns  by  stating,  that  the  religiop  of 
Christ  is  distii|gpi$hed  frpiQ  all  others  by  the  purity 
of  its  precepts^  and  the  mysteries  of  its  cMed ;  by 
precepts  which  divine  benevolence  alone  could 
have  inspir/;d^' and  by  mysteries  which  divine  vi^is- 
0om  only  co}x\d  fijive  revealed.  In  a  pot^  siil^oiDed, 
he  remarks  on  th^  coii||C}dpfices  of  langung^^  which 
jbave  induced  some  td  believe  that  the  ancients  were 
acquainted  with  the  Christian  doptrine  of  the  Tri- 
pity,  and  he  quotes  the  ''  Sive  Deus,  Sive  incor- 
poralis  ratio^  Sive  Divinus  Spiritus"  of  Seneca,  as, 
equivalent,  in  tlie  estimatiqn  of  some,  to  the  three 
persons  of  the  Divinity ;  but  he  enters  into  an  able 
analysis  of  the  passage^  with  a  view  of  proving  that 
there  is  no  reseuibls^nce  whatsoeveri 

IV^r.  Burgess  then  enumerates^  the  peculiar  ex- 
cellences of  the  Cbrijitiaa  f^itb :  .^^ . . 

''  If  Christ/^  sajTt  be>  ''liad  delivered  onty  precepts;  of  mora) 
dutf^  however  saperior  in  parity  to  tbe  injunctions  of  th«  Mosaic 
laws;  if  he  had,  in  addtUon  to  that  moraliljr^  cmly  assvu'ed  to  as 
Ac  certainty  of  a  future  life,  gfeat  and  importaoit  as  is  ^  doctrin^^ 
we  might  stiU  have  ranked  as  Hebrews :  the  P^riioes  beHeved^thc 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection.  The  characterisiic  arUcks  of  Ghristi*'' 
anity  we  must  collect  from  the  doctrines  of  redemption,  incsffnaw* 
tioD>  atonement,  and  mediation.  By  the  credenda,  then,  of  iMr' 
ftith,  and  uot  by  precepts  of  moralityvdp  difl^rent  retigiotis  speei* 
fically  difler :  their  moml  piecepts  may,  ixi  some  degree,  disthi^ 
guish  them  &qm  each  otker^  b«l  they  are  characterized  by  their  H^ 
>^uat^|ietf, 
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^*  Tlie  fmportaoeeiof  td^ous  cpIa&QBs  isfiecdiadt  d^Hx»  in 
this  cooDtry^  atid  to  ^  ^re;;i^t  lity.  It  is  the  diffeneoce  ojf  reii* 
.  gioas  opiBioos  which  lepara^^  from  the  church  the  mostrepag^r 
)unt  of  her  sectaries.  Where  the  same  doctrine  is  considered  by 
the  Church  as  of  divine  mithority,  and  by  hef  enemies  at  idol^ 
trout;  to  kDow  the  troth  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indBfierenceto  my 
ehorcbitoaii.  Where  aflecttob  smd  attachinent  to  a-national  diurch 
4epeQded»  if  not  sdely,  yet  pna€ipaUy>  on  the  troth  of  the  doc* 
trines  which  she  enjoins,  a  clear  conviction  of  the  truth  cannot  be 
to 'any  member  of  the  establishment  a  matter  of  indifference* 
Above  sd]>  H  cannot  but  be  a  concern  of  the  ^st  importance  to 
every  serioos  Christian,  to  be  well  persuaded  oi  those  doctrines 
which  cc»6tkate  a  disciple  of  Christ. 

*'  It  is  too  obvious  to  be  denied  that  he  cannot  be  a  Christian* 
or  a  disciple  of  Christy  wh(v  disavows  the  doctrines  inculcated  by 
Christ  and  his  apostles^  Th^  who  differ  noost  in  their  religious 
opimoDs  must  agree  in.  this  acknowledgment.  Yet  among  those 
Who  are  denominated  Christians,  some  most  decidedly  believe> 
wbatotbers  as  strenuously  deny;  and  yet  aU  contend,  that  tbeii 
doctrines  are  the  doctrines  of  Christ. 

*'  The  Chorch  of  England  enjoins,  as  necessary  articles  of  faith, 
because  it  believes  them  to  be  the  doctrines  of  Christ  and  his 
apostles,  what  the  Sodoian  rejects  as  incredible,  tmpc^ble,  and 
mtfounded  in  Scripture.  Both  cannot  be  right ;  toa&ere  to  suck 
contrary  opinions  must  W,  it  should  seem,  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
the  effect  of  great  perverseoessj  or  misapprebeosion^  ,it  becomes^ 
tber^iH-e,  the  adher^it  of  both  peis^a^ioofi  to  consider  well  th& 
grpcinds  oi  the  serious  and  iaaportant  i^fierences  which  separate 
tbem  fvom  each  other  $  it  beconaies  us  as  members  of;  tba  nalipnal 
establisi^nAeutii  and  those  of  us  especia^y  whose  business  it  is  to 
teach  t^MP  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  If  .Jesus  Christ  were  a  mere 
mani^  we  ye  guilty  of  idolatry  in  payii^  him  divine  worship  j  if 
Jesus  Christ  were  a  mere  man,  w^  are  guilty  of  a  pernicious  de« 
lusion  in  presnng  upon  others  th^  belief  of  hi§  divinity.  But  if 
Jesps  Christ  was  God  as  well  as  Mu^i  if  tt^  ^rlQtv^^iSo  de«:^re 
luiDi  Uhk  actions  and  declarations  attest  his  diviQityi:ai}d7etzf% 
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l^jT  allow  us,  w«  We  no  ^aiio  to  lbe  tiU#  of  bis  disciples  i  we 
c^tiDot  be  Christians. 

'' 'Seeing,  therefore,  that  the  essential  troths  of  Christismily  are 
involved  in  the  doctrines  ot  the  national  Church  >  that  the  Civa 
and  Eceiesiastioal  ooostitatiOB  «f  this  countrir  rests  on  the  same  po« 
Ihical  prio^iplff « participalea  the  aame  political  xighu,  and  depend^ 
gn  th^  same  laws  for  thtiir  protection  3  and  seeing  too^  that  the 
same  principles  bdfore  touched  upon  have,  some  a  remote,  some 
an  immediate  tendency  to  subvert  the  national  establishment,  and 
the  essentUd  articles  of  die  Christian  i«ith  5  the  progress  of  such 
principles  caonot  bebfltsar  op^ttd:iban  by  a  rational  af>d  £rm  at!-> 
ta^ment  to  the  national  CH^rghj  ffu^oded  on  a  decided  convictioa 
^  those  religious  truths  which  it  possesses. 

*'  That  we  may  not  therefore  suffer  ourselves  to  be  misled  by 
the  doubts  and  prejudices,  the  sophistical  and  partial  objections  of 
philosophical  unbelievers,  let  us  keep  steadily  in  view^hat  weight 
of  evidence  by  which  the  sapred  writings  are  authenticated  move 
amfdy  and  circumstantially  than  any  other  ancient  book.  Let  ua 
proteqt  our  belief  from  the  perplexities  of  subordinate  difficulties, 
by  imprinting  op  our  minds  those  clear^  and  decisive  passages  in  the 
sacred  writings,  which  contain  the  words  of  Christ  himself,  and 
the  doctrines  of  our  faith:  '  Let  them  be  as  signs  on  our  hands, 
and  frontlets  between  our  eyes/  Let  us  te^ect  with  humility  on 
those  awfid  and  mysterious  revelations  which  God  has  made  known 
to  us*  and  which  our  imperfect  reason  would  have  been  unable  by 
the,  light  of  nature  to  discover.  Let  us  pray  to  God  to  preserve 
our  mixvls  from  the  vanity  of  misdirected  presumptuous  reason^ 
from  the  ddusions  of  inattention,  indifference,  and  prejudice,  and 
hom  that  souiy^e  of  enumerable  pre^dices  and  errors,  a  spirit  of 
opporitioo  to  every  thing  received,  of  resistance  to  all  authodty; 
and  repugnance  to  all  establishment.'* 

The  above  specimen  is  fully  sufficient  to  viadictie 
the  zeal  of  the  subject  of  this  metaoir^  and  we  enter* 
lain  BO  manner  of  doubt,  but  he  wauld  be  at  this 
moment  to  the  full  as  ea^er^  as  when  aa  und^^ra* 
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duate;  to  uphold  the  rights  and  do<itrinai  of  thu 
establishment.  But  the  truth  is^  that  neither  the 
genius  of  the  age,  oor  the  mUd  spirit  of  our  coosti- 
itution,  H  fairouratilje  to Hie  e^hibitioa  of  polemical 
dexterity,  or  that  coatroyefsial  ardftiir,  not  unfre?? 
quently  rieplete  with  the  odimi  theolagimm,  >rbieh 
distinguished  and  d^gured  the  dooiestic  history 
of  former  times. 

The  forbearance?  of  the  Chxicch  of  England  has 
almost  become  proverbial,  and  sinee  the  days  of  the 
intemperate  Archbishop  Laud,  the  onty  one  of  bis 
wder,  Wje  believe,  who  ever  fell,  in  this  country,  by 
iJie  hao4s  of  tfee  ,executioner,  the  doctrine  of  tolera- 
tion, SO'  consonant  to  the  very  essence  of  Christi- 
anity, and  so  suitable  to  the  liberal  policyof  a  fre^ 
and  commercial  country,  has  uniformly  trii!imp|led« 
Indeed  we  have  every  reaspn  to  suppose,  that  the 
diacourse  just  allu'ied  to,  sprung  Iroin  the  exigency 
of  the  moment,  and  was  imperiously  called  for,  by 
way  of  confutation,  in  riespect  to  the  opas  and  p{Q^ 
fessed  tenets  of  two  men,  one*  of  whom  had  ac-f 
quired  an  unrivalled  reputation  in  science,  whijp 
tile  other  t  had  attained  no  small  proficifeocy  in  the 
most  abstruse  branches  i^f  human  learning. 
1    We  are  now  arrived  at  a  part  of  Mr.  Burgess's 
4ife,  the  recollection  of  which,  while  it  is  calculated 
to  make  a  favourable  impression  on  the  puUic,  will 
tend  not  a  little  to  tranquillize  his  own  mind,  smooth 
the  brow  of  affliction,  lessen  the  pangs  of  disease^ 
'  ^-    -         ■  "  '    "  "'  .  I   "p 

-      *  Dr.  Rlestley.    *  .      f  The  Eev.  Q^WiKefielO* 
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Ikii^  %]bm  !  H  is  f0  tbe  hop^>  disarm  eren  death  hhd* 
self  of  half  his  terron.  The  subject  to  M^hich  we 
a)ki4e>  is  the  Slave  Trade,  a  traffic  which^  in  the 
languid  of  Cicero^  may  be  fairlj  coosidered  as 
^^  from  fratidiuili>  makiciorttiii  scelerum  omaium/' 
As  Christians^  such  a  pifacticc  but  ill  accords  with 
the  benevdent  spirit  Gff  oor  religion ;  aa  fMn^  it  is 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  rights  of  humanity ;  and 
as. a  people;  who  boast  of  liberty  for  their  birth- 
right, purchased  by  the  blood  and  the  exertions  of 
their  forefathers^  it  appears  alike  a  satire  On  their 
principles  and  their  practice  : 

^'  T^U  tbtm  to  vain  thy  grsc^  with  ftstive  joy 
^'  Tha  day  thai  fireed  them  fton  o|»pres9ion*s  rod, 

^'  At  8bver)r*s  mah;  who  baxtet  and  who  huy 
*'  The  image  of  their  God."* 

Animated  by  these  sentiments^  which  have  since> 
to  a  certain  degree,  obtained  the  sainotion  of  the  le- 
gidfa^iure^  Mr.  Burgess^  who  appears  «t  that  period 
to'  have  resided  in  Christ  Church  College^  Oxford, 
in  February,  1789,  published  a  work,  entitled 
''  Considerations  on  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  and 
the  Slave  Trade,  upon  Grounds  of  Natifral,  Reli- 
gipus,  and  Political  Duty,"  in  an  epistolary  form. 
Hely^iiis  by  stating  his -design,  and  observes  tbnt 
he  has  bfeen  induced  to  examine  how  far  this  traffid 
is  encouraged  by  natural  and  revealed  religion,  in 
consequence  of  a  position  in  Mr.  Harris's  ''  Scrip- 
tural Researches/'  which  affirms  ''  that  the  Slave 

■ I        I      I  II         I  ■       >  '         III! 

*  Mason. 
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Trade  is  eonfonnabte  to  the  printiplet  df  ttils  Uw  6f 
nature  delineated  in  Scripture/^ 

The  reverend  and  learned  aathdr  admits  6f  the 
propriety  of  trying  the  licitness  of  this  odious  torn* 
merce,  '^  by  a  criterion  which  is  the  ultiihate  rule 
of  all  human  actions*-«^the  Holy  Bible;''  but  be 
maintains^  on  the  other  hand^  that  it  is  neither  en- 
couraged^ nor  enjoined  there.  Afitt  taking  a  re« 
Yiew  of  the  principles  from  vrhith  the  scriptural 
doctrine  of  the  stave  trade  is  said  to  be  deduced^  it 
is  remarked,  that  customs  merely  reci^fded  in  the  8a-» 
cred  writings^  are  not  sanctified  by  the  tecdtd,  and 
that  the  data  laid  down  bj  the  adversary  are  not  to 
be  tolerated.  To  these  are  opposed  the  following 
positions : 

iBt.  ''  That  slavery  and  the  stave  trade  art  ineansistent  with  the 
principles  of  the  \$vr  of  natnre  dedociblc  frem  Stripttire,  for  rea* 
aons  which  will  be  stated  btreafter. 

2d.  *'  That  no  conclusion  can  be  drirvm  la  fiv^ur  ^f  West  Ia« 
dian  slavery^  or  the  African  slavs  trade^  from  particular  transac* 
tions  recorded  in  Scripture:  because  the  transactions  in  Scnpturt 
bear  no  resemblance  to  the;  slavery  and  slave  trade  in  question^  and 
because  transactions  merel/  recorded  in  Scr^ure  History  are  not 
sanctified  by  the  record* 

3d;  *'  That  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  ii>  favotir  of  ths  West 
Indian  or  African  slave  trade,  from  the  Hebfew  laws  respectinf 
slavery:  because  the  conditions  are  by  no  means  analogous,  and 
because  (if  they  were)  laws  neither  introduce  nor  justify  every 
ciistom  which  they  regulate. 

4tb.  ?'  That  the  clearest  and  fullest  permissw  of  darery  totb# 
Jews,  under  the  law  of  Moses,  does  not  make  it  allowable  to 
Christians :  because  the  new  law  has  annulled  the  old  in  all  its  ri- 
tual and  judicial  ordinances.    We  cannot  reason  from  one  state  of 
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religion  tQ  ms^hi^r,  wh^e  aay  great  re/^Iution  has  intervened  m 
th^  progress  of  religioq. 

5th.  "  That  however  such  permission  might  appear  to  makse 
slavery  in  any  degree  allowaWe  to  the  first  Hebrew  Christians  nn* 
der  the  Boman  government,  it  does  not  by  any  means  make  it  al- 
lowable under  the  free  go\*ernmcnt  of  this  country :  because  w« 
cannot  reason  from  one  form  of  government  to  another  j  nor  even 
from  one  state  of  society,  to  another  under  the  same  form  of  go* 
vernment,  where  any  remarkable  revolution  has  intervened  in  the 
progress  of  political  society. 

6th.  '*  That  whatever  may  be  the  commercial  and  national  ad- 
vantages  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  they  ought  not  to  be  to- 
lerated, because  of  the  inadequacy  of  those  advantages  to  their 
many  bad  effects  and  consequences :  and 

7.  *♦  That  slavwy  and  the  slave  trade  ought  to  be  abolished,  on 
9ccpunt  o^l^MS  good  which  would  follow  from  the  abolition  toi^- 
ligion^  to  mankiijd  in  general,  and  to  ourselves  in  particular." 

Having  tlius  replied  on  these  points  to  Mr.  Har- 
ris, the  author  very  justly  observes,  that  slavery,  even 
in  its  mildest  sense,  considered  as  an  ^'  unlimited, 
involuntary,  uncompensated  subjection  to  the  ser* 
Tices^  of  another,  is  a  total  annihilation  of  all  na- 
tural rights."  He  confutes  the  ridiculous  assertion^ 
"  that  the  slaves  in  the^^est  Indies  are  happier 
than  the  poor  of  our  own  country,"  which,  in  hii 
opinion,  could  have  originated  only  from  the  pos- 
fiessidu  of  inordinate  authority,  and  insensibility  to 
the  bldsflingfi  of  a  free  country. 

*'  Where  the  poor  slaves  are  considered,'*  says  he,  ''  as  mere 
brutes  of  burden,  it  is  no  wonder  tliat  their  happiness  should  be 
measured  by  the  regular  siipply  of  mere  animal  subsistence.  But 
the  miseries  of  cold  and  want  are  light,  when  compared  with  the 
miseries  of  a  mind  weighed  down  by  irresistible  oppression.  Tha 
har^hips:of  poverty  are  every  day  endured  by  thousands  m  thi$ 
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cdintiy^  fctr  €ie  sake  of  that  lilNsrty  which  the  idvocaief  ofiiitetf 
think  of  so  little  value  in  their  estimation  of  others  happiness^  iz^ 
Iher  than  relim|Qi^  their  right  to  their  own  time,  their  own  hoTeI/,> 
and  their  own  dcarftr  property,  to  become  the  pensioners  of  a  pa-' 
rish.  And  yet  an  ErTgHsh  poor-hcose  has  advanti^es  of  indaP 
geoce  and  protection  which  are  incompatible  with  the  most  hu- 
mane system  of  West  Indian  rfavety.  To  place  the  two  sitna^ 
ti^ns  of  the  English  poor,  and  West  Indian  slares,  in  any  degrees' 
df  comparfson,  is  a  defansaticm  of  oCnr  larws,  skI  an  insi:dt  to  ih6 
genius  of  our  country." 

He  then  replies  with  equal  force  to  the  assertion, 
^*  that  if  the  West  India  slaves  are  not  happier  than 
the  poor  of  England,  at  least  they  are  happier  in  the 
West  Indies  than  in  their  own  country/'  And  he 
dbserves^  among  other  arguments^  that  ibeHmor  pa^ 
trice  of  a  savage  is  an  instinctive  passion,  vnari 
powerful  perhaps,  hec^ause  more  mmphj  tBaii  Ott! 
patriotism  of  an  Etiropean. 

After  a  review  of  the  virhole  subject,'  be  U  indeed 
td  express  himself  as  follows : 

''  From  all  that  has  been  adtanced  feftdtlhie  fiilfowiDg  (I  fhmt 
pnqnestionable)  inferences:  . 

*^  That  slavery  i^  un)aslifiabi|^  eteo  under  the  moU  Immane 
rreatment  i  but^  with  circumstances  of  cradty,  that  it  is  hij^y 
crinimal  and  wickecf,  especially  in  Christians,  and  Aove  all,  in 
Christians  of  a  free  government.  CDOseqiQendy,  'thkt  ihe  tnid6 
which  extends  the  practice  of  what  b  crknitoa)  and  widced,  can- 
not be  less  criminal^  and  voaj  be  nmcfa  more  ;  that  the  ptofits  of 
sych  trade,  whatever  may  be  its  natiomA  cooseqneoce^  do  not  lessen 
its  injustice  and  criminalhy ;  and  tliat  such  trade,  therefore,  ought 
iiot  to  have  the  deliberate  sanction  of  a  free  Christian  natron^  hak 
ought  to  be  aWished." 

Having  concluded  this  beffid  of  th*  inquiry,  the 
iiumaoe  duthor  remarks^  ^Vthtet  to  prav6  the  suM 
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6t  oppression,  cruelty,  and  misery;  resulting  from 
^lavery^  it  is  not  necessary  to  estatblish  a  minute  de- 
tail of  particuldr  facti  The  degree  of  cruelty  and 
inhumanity  with  which  the  labour  of  slaves  rbdy 
Jbappen  to  be  carried  on^  is  not  more  diflScult  than 
it  is  immaterial,  minutely  to  ascertain,  as  the  aggre- 
gate of  these  cruelties  is  suflBiciently  established  by 
the  yearly  consumption  of  slaves,  which  amounts  to 
one  hundred  thousand,  annually  exported  frdm 
Africa  to  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Burgess,  as  if  filled  with  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, observes,  "  that  whatever  laws  might  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  and  modifying 
slavery  in  the  British  colonies,  Were  not  likelif,  ia 
contradiction  of  all  former  experience,  to  produce 
'  any  permanent  effects  of  much  consequence  to  the 
general  condition  of  slaves.*  "* 

''In  truth,**  adds  he,  '*laws  and  slavery  itt  contradictorf 
terms.  If  laws  prevail,  that  is,  suph  laws  as  ought  to  iMi  in  furCit 
in  every  part  of  the  British  empire,  slavery  cantrat  exist.  If 
slavery,  however  modified,  is  sufiexed  to  exist,  British  law  cannot 
be  in  force.  Why  then  attempt  to  mod\fy  what  is  in  its  very  prin*» 
ciple  inhuman,  unchristian,  and  inconsistent  with  British  law,  and 
the  spirit  of  our  constitution  ?  and  which,  however  fts  concomi* 
tant  circumstances  might  be  diiAinished,  could  never  be  rendered 
Hot  inhumai>,  nor  unchristian,  nor  unconstitutional*    If  justice  to 

■   '      '     I    '         '        «  i>i.   '   ■         ■  f  III       I.I        ■       ,  II  1^  1i— 

*  If  the  humane,  the  interested^  or  the  inquisitive  reader,  should 
Ibe  disposed  to  i^uestion  this  podtion,  laid  down  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years  since,  he  has  only  to  turn  to  a  little  work,  entitled  '•  The 
Horror*  of  the  Negro  Slavery  existing  in  our  West  Indian  Islands, 
irrefiragibly  demonstrated  by  Official  Documents  recently  present- 
ed to  the  House  of  Commons,'  1805.'*  It  would  be  still  more  la* 
t^&ctory,  perhaps,  to  examine  the  oApssl  paper»  thcmstlves* 

1808-1809.  c 
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our  nature,  to  our  religion,  and  our  country,  demand  the  sacrifice, 
V9hy  should  an  act  of  such  accumulated  duty  be  done  by  halves  ? 
Why  not  rather  by.  one  generous  effort  of  public  virtue  cut  off  all 
occasion  of  inhumanity  and  oppression,  with  all  the  pernicious  ef- 
fects of  slavery  on  the  slave,  the  master,  and  the  state.*' 

The  reverend  author,  however,  never  dreamed  of 
effecting  this  by  an  immediate  emancipation,  but 
merely  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  which  should 
prohibit  all  further  importation  of  slaves  from  the 
coast  of  Africa,  or  from  any  other  quarter ;  and 
then^  at  the  end  of  a  limited  period,  he  proposes  to 
abolish  slavery  in  every  part  of  the  British  domi- 
nions. 

Towards  the  conclusion  we  are  told,  and  told 
truly,  that  in  time  of  war  the  slaves,  in  consequence 
of  th^  privation  of  liberty,  the  severity  of  labour, 
and  the  want  of  interest  in  the  produce  of  their  own 
toils,  added  to  tlie  desire  of  revenge  for  the  cruelties 
and  miseries  they  suffer,  cannot  but  afford  great 
dauseof  alarm  for  the  security  pf  the  islands.  The 
commercial  advantages  of  slave  labour  are  likewise 
estimated  on  the  authority  of  three  great  political 
writers  of  the  present  day:  Smith,  Millar,  and 
Young,  while  he  has  subjoined  certain  queries  forr 
merly  propounded  by  Malachy  Postlethwait,  who 
was  himself  a  member  of  the  African  company,  by 
way  of  pointing  out  the  impolicy  of  the  commerce 
in  slaves.* 

*  He  also  quotes  the  instances  of  Phillis  Wheatley*s  poems,  Ig- 
natius Sancho's  letters,  and  the  conduct  of  Farhan,  governor  of 
l^heia,  to  prove,  ^'  that  the  African  mind  is  susceptible  of  very 
superior  improvement." 
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We  trust  that  the  question,  so  ably  advocated  by 
tfaepen  of  this  learned  gentleman,  will  not  fail  to  b« 
supported  hereafter,  if  necessary,  by  all  the  autho* 
rity  of  his  newly  acquired  dignity,  and,  in  the  mean 
time^  we  most  seriously  join  with  him  in  the  follow- 
ing concluding  sentiments : 

"  Whatever  then  may  be  said  to  justify  the  permission  of  slavery 
ID  the  colonies  of  other  governments,  less  free  than  our  own,  tp 
permit  ji  in  the  British  colonies  is  an  inconsistency  which  degrades 
our  high  pretensions  to  political  freedom,  and  discredits  the  fairest 
form  of  liberty,  which  the  world  ever  saw,  a  form  of  liberty  which 
combines  those  properties  of  political  perfection,  which  poltticiang 
pf  antiquity  saw  in  contemplation  only,  and  considered,  like  the 
painter's  ideal  beauty,  as  objects  rather  of  the  imagination  than,  of 
the  senses,  rather  to  be  admired  and  envied,  than  to  be  expected 
in  any  one  form  of  civil  government. 

*'  Itie  whole  civil  history  of  mankind  doeg  not  present  a  more 
interestiag  subject,  than  the  progress  of  our  constitution  from  the 
imperfect  rudiments  of  German  liberty  down  to  that  great  event 
in  the  hst  century,  which  in  the  fullest  and  most  definite  oaani^er 
established  the  liberties  of  this  country.  When  we  consider, 
therefore,  the  situation  which  our  constitution  now  holds  in  the 
progress  of  political  society,  and  how  much  advanced  lieyond  the 
other  governments  of  Europe,  who  does  not.  In  proportion  as  he 
values  his  own  happiness,  and  feels  for  the  honour  of  his  country, 
regret,  that  such  a  political  evil  should  be  suffered  to  exist  in  any 
part  of  a  free  Christian  government,  as  slavery  ?  and  such  a  system 
.  of  slavery,  as  by  the  immense  supply  of  men  which  it  draws  annu- 
ally from  Africa,  encourages  war  and  destruction  among  the  sa- 
T^ge  nations  of  Afiica,  extends  the  tniseries  of  slavery  over  one- 
Jhalfof  the  contintnt,  impedes  the  progress  of  civilization,  and 
precludes  the  means  of  a  just  and  liberal  intercourse  between  Eu^ 
ropie  and  Africa.  Who  does  not  deprecate  the  toleration  and  con- 
tinuance oran  obstacle  which,  so  disgracefully  to  us,  obstAictft  the 
advancement  of  the^gtni^'happTneds^ifBaaokindi** 

«3 
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We  hare  now  emimerated  and  noticed  some  of 
the  literary  labours  of  the  subjert  of  tbis  momoir, 
and  on  a  revietir  of  them  it  will  be  found  that  they 
are  not  a  little  honourable  to  his  character  and  his 
station,  being  intimately  connected  with  the  advance* 
roent  of  knowledge,  of  benevolence,  and  Christianity. 
We  have  been  given  to  understand  that,  some  years 
since,  he  had  projected  a  philosophical  tour^  with  an 
intent  of  not  only  gratifying  himself^  but  also  of 
communicating  his  acquisitions  to  the  public.    But 
in  consequence  of  the  intervention  oT  unexpected 
jevents,  he  was  called  to  the  exercise  of  other  duties, 
and  therefore  deemed  it  improper  to  fulfil  bis  ori- 
ginal plan. 

Soon  after  his  first  preferment,  Mr.  Burgess  de* 
termined  to  settle  in  life,  and  accordingly,  in  1796, 
married  Miss  Bright^  of  Durham,  half  sister  to  the 
present  Marchioness  of  Winchester,*  her  father,  Mn 
Bright,  a  gentleman  of  good  fortune^  having  mar* 
ried  the  widow  of  John  Andrews^  Esq.  of  Shotlej 
Hall^  in  the  county  of  Northumberland. 

With  this  lady,  by  means  of  whom  he  obtained 
a  considerable  addition  to  his  fortune^  and  no  small 
augmentation  to  his  happiness^  Mr.  Burgess  re* 
mained  in  the  north  of  England,  without  any  great 
hopes  of,  and  it  may  be  truly  said,  without  any^reat 
wrishes  for  preferment.  There,  in  the  sofeiety  o^ 
friends  by  whom  he  was  beloved,  and  in  the  prac- 
tice of  that  hospitality,  which  has  not  yet  been  en- 


*  Formerly  Miss  Andrews, 
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tirely  rooted  out  in  that  portion  of  the  empire,  not* 
>¥itbstanding  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the  ac* 
cumulation  of  taxes^  he  continued  to  enjoy  that 
calmness  and  tranquillity  of  mtnd«  so  congenial  to 
happiness^  without  cares  to  vex,  and  with  scarcely 
a  single  wish,  in  respect  to  himself,  ungratified. 

He  was  not  inattentive^  however^  to  the  honour^ 
of  his  university,  and  accordingly,  in  1802,  repaired 
to  Oxford,  to  take  the  degree  of  D,  D.  At  this  pe- 
riod, when  he  had  climbed  the  steep  ascent  to  a  pre- 
bendal  stall,  and  the  doctorate,  Mr.  Addington,  now 
Viscount  Sidmouth,  by  an  extraordmary  concur- 
rence of  circumstances,  after  acting  for  many  years 
in  the  dignified  oflBce  of  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  now  become  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury— in  other 
words.  Prime  Minister  of  the  British  Empire ! 

Here  was  a  fine  opening  for  the  renewal  of  a 
friendship  commenced  at  Winchester,  and  consoli- 
dated at  Oxford ;  but  the  modest  prebendary  did 
not  obtrude  himself  upon  the  exalted  statesman,  al« 
though,  in  the  course  of  his  journey,  he  passed  twite 
through  the  capital. 

Soon  after  his  return,  however,  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  post,  with  the  name  of  "  Henry  Ad- 
dmgton/'  on  the  superscription,  on  which,  uncon- 
scious of  his  intended  advancement,  he  coolly  re- 
plied, that  some  of  his  correspondents  had  obtained 
a  frank  from  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  himself  vras 
jfprmerly  known ! 
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On  breaking  the  seal,  and  unfolding  the  cover, 
he  read  nearly  as  follows : 

"  Dear  Sir, 
'^  Although  many  years  have  elapsed  since  we  had  any  personal 
intercourse,  yet  to  convince  you  that  I  continue  to  bear  you  in 
mind,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  bishopric  of  St.  David's,  which 
is  now  vacant,  is  entirely  at  your  service. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,    . 

Your  most  obedient,  &c.  &c. 

H.  Adoington.'" 

Soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  very  kind  and  auspi* 
ci^tis  episfle.  Dr.  Burgess  repaired  to  London^ 
waited  on  the  miidster,  in  Downing-street,  on  pur- 
pose to  make  his  acknowledgmetitSj  was  presented  to 
the  King,  and  consecrated  and  inducted  in  due  form. 
Thus  the  lawn  sleeves  were  at  last  tacked  to  his  gar- 
ment^ unexj  ectedlj,  jet  not  undeservedly,  and  by 
the  intervention  of  singular  events.  But  he  was  not 
dazzled  by  the  glitter  of  the  episcopacy  ;  and  it  was 
truly,  as  well  as  kindly  observed,  by  the  Prelate  of 
Durham,  ''  that  his  fiiend  Burgess  had  accepted  his 
new  situation  from  gratitude,  for  with  such  a  mail 
a  bishopric  could  add  nothing  to  his  happiness/' 

The  bishop  of  St  David's  now  divides  his  time  in 
such  a  manner  as  is  most  consonant  to  his  various 
duties,  residing  part  of  the  year  at  Aberguilly,  near 
Caermarthen,  and  at  another,  visiting  Durham  an4 
London. 

Some  of  the  dignified  clergy  have  occasionally 
complained  o^  dilapidations  on  the  part  of  their  pre-r 
decessors^  but  few,  or  none,  we  believe,  of  elegant 
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and  expensive  additions.  This,  liowever/bas  been 
actually  the  case  on  tbe  present  occasion ;  for  the 
late  Lord  George  Murray,*  brother  of  the  Duke-  of 
Athol,  counting  perhaps  on  the  increase  of  his  re- 
venues, in  consequence  of  the  expiration  of  leases, 
&c.  a^  well  as  desirous  to  accommodate  a  very  large 

family,  literally  converted  a  house,  exactly  corre- 

«■.■■■    I ■■  ■     ■     I » ....  I     ,  , . .  -       ■  n, 

•*^  The  Right  Honourable  and  Right  Rev.  Lord  George  Murray, 
D.  D.  died  at  his  house  in  Cavendish-square,  in  the  43d  year  of  his 
age^  June  3,  1803.  His  death  is  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
attending  on  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  during  a  cold  and 
damp  night,  and  waiting  some  time  at  the  door,  during  a  profuse 
perspiration,  for  his  carriage.  He  thus  fell  a  prey  to  disease  three 
days  after,  leaving  a  beautiful  and  amiable  widow,  and  ten  chil- 
dren, to  lament  his  loss. 

List  of  Bishops  of  St,  David* s  during  the  present  reign, 

1.  Dr.  Anthony  Ellis  died  in  1761^  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Squire. 

2.  On  his  demise^  May  17,  1 766,  Dr.  Robert  Lowth  was  conse- 
crated in  his  room. 

3.  On  his  translation  to  the  see  of  Oxford,  in  October  follow, 
kig.  Dr.  Charles  Moss  was  consecrated. 

4.  On  his  translation  to  Bath  and  Wells,  in  177'^>  ^^^  was  suc« 
cpeded  by  the  Honourable  Dr.  James  Yorke. 

5.  On  his  translation  to  Gloucester,  in  1/79,  Dr.  John  "Warren 
was  consecrated  in  his  room. 

6.  On  his  translation  to  Bangor,  in  May,  1783,  fa/e  was  sue. 
ceeded  by  Dr,  Edward  Smallwell. 

7.  On  his  translation  to  Qxford,  in  1788>  he  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Horsley. 

6.  On  his  translation  to  Rochester,  m  1793,  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  Dr.  William  Stuart. 

9.  On  his  translation  to  tlie  see  of  Armagh,  and  primacy  of  Ire* 
land,  he  was  succeeded  by  Loi  d  George  Murray  3  and 

JO,  Op  kU  demise.,  be  was  succeeded  by  the  pr^seot  biahop. 
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spending,  in  all  points^  with  ths  profits  of  the  sec^, 
into  a  palace^  to  which  indeed  it  possessed  titu- 
lar pretensions  before.  While  the  workmen,  how- 
ever, were  busilj^  employed,  some  in  adding  exten- 
sive apartments,  others  in  laying  out  ornamental 
shrubberies,  his  lordship  was  unexpectedly  smitten 
by  the  hand  of  death. 

In  1787,  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's  was  Appoint- 
ed, by  the  House  of  Lords,  to  preach  the  sermon  on 
the  30th  of  January,  being  the  commemoration  of 
the  execution,  or,  as  some  are  pleased  to  term  it,  of 
the  "  martyrdom'^  of  Charles  I.  Various  opinions 
have  been  entertained  concerning  the  merits,  as  well 
as  demerits  of  this  priQce^  who  certainly  endea* 
voured  to  stretch  the  prerogative  \o  a  pitch  utterly 
inconsistent  with  liberty,  either  practi<;al  or  theoreti- 
cal. Without  offering  any  comment,  however,  on 
so  delicate  a  subject,  we  shall  here  transcribe  that 
portion  of  the  text  which  immediately  refers  to  the 
^ent  in  question. 

*'  ECCLESIASTICUS,  X.  8. 

*\  Because  of  unrighteous  dealings,  injuries,  and  riches  got  by  de-» 
ceit,  the  kingdom  is  translatedfrom  one  people  to  another* 

*'  TJie  provicjence  of  God,  in  mercy  to  his  sinful  creatures,  has 
given  us  in  his  written  word,  a  faithful  record  of  his  judgments 
upon'sin,  of  his  warnings  to  avoid  its  evil  consequences,  with  his 
earnest  invitations  to  repentance,  and  holiness  of  life.  He  has 
graciously  provided  by  the  mostexpriess  testimony,  that  (if  we  are 
not  blinded  by  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief)  we  should  not  be  ignorant 
of  this  merciful  purpose  of  his  revelations  to  mankind.  '  All  these 
things,*  says  St.  Paul,  '  happened  unto  them  for  examples  3  and 
are  written  for  our  admonition/  (1  Cor.  x.  li«) 
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*f  In  many  passages  of  Scripture,  God  forewarned  the  Jews  what 
tjie  consequences  of  disobedience  would  be*  Their  history  af- 
fords ample  evidence  of  their  transgressions  and  their  punishments* 

*'  In  the  Words  of  my  text,  we  have  a  testimony  that  national 
*ins  are  visited  by  great  national  calamities,— the  dverthrowof 
states  and  the  translation  of  kingdoms  from  one  people  to  another. 
In  other  passages  of  Scripture  we  learn,  that  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences of  sin  are  not  confined  to  the  existing  generation,  but 
that  the  sins  of  a  people  are  sometimes  visited  on  the  third  and 
fourth  generation  of  their  posterity.  God  has,  however,  in  the 
satue  record,  left  his  promise  to  his  people,  that  '  if,  in  themidst 
of  Jtheir  sufferings  for  sin,  they  should  call  his  words  to  mind,  and 
should  return  unto  the  Lord  their  God,  and  obey  his  voice,  then 
the  Lord  would^ave  compassion  on  them,  and  do  them  good,  and 
.  fnultiply  them  above  their  fathers.:  (Deut.  xxx.  1—5.) 

*'  For  the  solemn  purpose  of  confessing  and  deploring  a  great 
national  sin,  the  murder  of  a  lawful  sovereign,  we  are  convened, 
on  this  day,  by  the  laws  of  our  country,  or  rather  by  his  special 
command,  who  is  the  organ  of  our  country's  voice,  the  defender 
of  her  faith,  the  exemplar  of  her  morals,  and  the  guardian  of  her 
public  duties.*  Jf  even  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation  (that  is, 
to  an  unlimited  period  of  impeniteat  descendants)  men  are  liable 
to  God's  anger  and  to  his  puRtshments  of  sin  5  and  if  existing  or 
impending  judgments  may  be  mitigated  or  averted  by  repentance; 
the  people  of  this  country  are  as  much  concerned,  at  this  day,  in 
t|ie  duty  and  necessity  of  rej^n^nce  for  the  murder  of  a  lawful  so- 
vereign, as  at  the  period  in  which  this  great  national  sin  was  com- 
mitted. We  have  perhaps  stronger  reasons  j  for  we  have  now, 
more  than  ever,  to  lament  not  only  the  murderous  act,  which  they 
were  guilty  of,  but  the  example  which  they  set, 

"  We  are  assembled  here  to  commemorate  the  calamitous  event, 
yfli}ch  completed  the  downfal  of  the  monarchy  and  constitution 

*  The  sermon  appointed  to  be  preached  before  the  House  of 
X<ords  on  the  30th  of  January,  whicli  had  been  discontinued  for 
some  years,  it  was  bis  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  revived  this 
vear. 
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c^this  countrjr  in  the  seventeenth  century  j  to  acknowledge  vidi 
contrition  the  sufferings  of  a  murdered  sovereign,  and  the  wicked^ 
ncss'of  the  atrocious  deed,  which  extinguished  '  the  light  of  Is- 
rael J*  and  to  deprecate  the  D  vine  vengeance,  which  (if  God  be 
extrenie  to  mark  what  has  been  done  amiss)  the  murderers  have 
entailed  on  this  country.  Such  is  the  tenour  of  our  public  prayers 
on  this  occasion.  In  them  we  acknowledge  that  the  murder  of  the 
kingy  and  the  overthrow  of  the  legal  government,  were  heavy  judg- 
ments brought  down  upon  us  by  the  crying  sins  of  the  nation. 
The  part  of  that  transaction  which  most  nearly  concerns  us  at  pre- 
sent, and  implicates  us  in  the  guilt  of  other  nations,  is  the  example 
of  violated  and  insulted  justice  which  was  then  set.  The  nation 
which  was  loudest  in  its  censures  and  execration  of  our  regicide, 
h^  followed  the  example,  and  has  aggravated  it  by  acts  of  incre^ 
dible  outrage  and  excess,  and  a  spirit  of  revolutionary  violence, 
which  has  filled  the  continent  with  disaster  and  dismay.*' 

The  see  of  St.  David's  is  one  of  the  least  opulent 
in  the  Anglican  church.  It  is  only  charged  in  the 
king's  books  at  the  sum  of  426/.  2s.  Id.;  and  was, 
until  very  lately,  a  very  inadequate  provision  for  a 
dignitary.  It  is  now  said  to  amount  to  near  S^bOOl, 
per  annum. 

It  may  be  here  necessary  to  present  the  reader 
with  as  correct  a  list  of  the  works  of  its  present  bi- 
shop, as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  : 

1.  He  has  published  a  valuable  edition  of  Bur- 
ton's Pentalogia. 

2.  The  best  edition  extant,  of  Dsi\\es'&  Miscel- 
lanea Criiica;  to  which  he  has  prefixed  a  preface, 
written  \^ith  great  eloquence. 

S.  Gravinas  Opnscula;  and 

4.  Inilia  Ilomerica. 

Of  original  works  we  find-*-* 
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5.  An  Essay  on  Antiquities. 

6.  A  Treatise  on  the  Origin  and  Formation  of 
the  Greek  Language. 

7.  Conspectus  Criticarum  Observationum  in 
^criptores  Graecos  &  Latinos,  one  vol.  Bvo. 

8.  Remarks  on  Josephus's  Accoufit  of  Herod's 
rebuilding  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem. 

9.  Elementary  Evidence  of  the  Spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

10.  First  Principles  of  Christian  Knowledge. 

11.  Prayers  in  Time  of  War  and  Public  Danger. 
\%  Considerations  on  the  Abolition  of  Slavery 

and  the  Slave  Trade. 

13.  Practical  Christianity;  or  Arminians  and 
Calvinists  reconciled  on  Scripture  Principles. 

14.  Initia  Paulina. 

15.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Royal  Hu- 
mane Society  in  1804. 

!6.  A  Sermon  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ. 

17.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Lords  Spiri- 
tual and  Temporal,  in  the  Abbey  Church,  West- 
minster^ on  Friday,  January  30,  1807,  and  pub- 
lished at  the  request  of  the  House  of  Peers. 

We  have  been  told  that  this  amiable  prelate, 
v^^ho  has  not  as  yet  any  family,  has  lately  appro- 
priated onc-tenlh  of  his  income  to  the  institution 
pf  public  schools  within  his  diocese. 

'^  Go  livel  for  Heaven's  eternal  year  is  thine, 
^^  €ro !  and  exalt  thy  moral  to  divine." 
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THE  REVEREND 

WILLIAM  COXE,  M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  S.  A, 

ARCHDEACON  OF  WILTS  AND  RECTOR  OF  BEMERTON, 

IN  an  age  like  the  present,  when,  greatly  to  itsr 
eredijt^  the  class  of  readers  seems  to  have  increased 
ia  a  tenfold  ratio,  and  has  become  at  once  ex- 
tremely numerous  and  respectable,  the  effects  proi^  • 
duced  by  books  are  wonderful.  A  roan  of  letters, 
therefore,  who  writes  upon  principle,  and  whose  lar 
|i6urs  are  imbued  y^ith  just  ^nd  liberal  sentiments, 
is  enabled  to  e^ect  much  good.  In  this  case,  per- 
baps,  the  press  is  to  the  full  as  e£Scacious  as  the 
pulpit,  fojr  the  efforts  of  the  legislator,  the  divini^, 
and  the  moralist,  will  be  enforced,  countenancedj^ 
and  supported* 

In  the  nprthjern  part3  of  our  own  island,  the 
clergy  in  general  not  only  cultivate  literature^  but 
a  large  proportion  of  them  have  entered  the  list  a$ 
aiuthors,  and  contended  in  the  race  of  fame  with 
ihe  laity :  thus  thp  three  Blairs,  with  Home,  Ro- 
bertson>  and  a  multitude  of  the  Seottish  divinei, 
have  enriched  the  wprld  with  their  various  produc- 
tions; and  there  is  scarcely  a  county,  from  the 
l^anks  of  the  Tweed  to  the  remote  shores  of  the 
Orcades,  but  at  this  mornent  containS^eyerai  cle- 
rical characters,  who  have  excelled  in  divinity,  his- 
tory, and  the  belles  kttres. 

In  England  too  we  can  boast  of  several  digni- 
taries of  the  church,  such  as  the  late  Drs.  iiorbiey^ 
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ho^ih,  and  Kurd,  together  with  the  present  BUhop^ 
Watson  and  Porteus,  who  have,  like  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  obtained  reputation  as  authors.  Of 
the  inferior  clergj,  many  also  have  evinced  talents 
for  composition,  and  we  lament  that  the  custom  is 
not  still  more  prevalent.  Education,  learned  lei« 
sure,  and  opportunities  of  every  kind,  are  all  within 
thdt  grasp;  their  studies  and  their  attachments 
alike  point  that  way,  and  although  the  age  of  ec- 
clesiastical controversy  is  happily  gone,  yet  there' 
is  still  an  ample  field  left  open  for  men  of  talents. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Coxe  is  the  son  of  a  medical 
practitioner,  who,  although  he  had  not  enriched 
himself  by  his  own  profession,  determined  to  give 
a  learned  education  to  his  son,  and  appears  tp  have 
designed  him  for  a  physician.  Having  been  bom 
in  the  city  of  *  WestmiMter  in  1746  or  1747, 
he  was  sent  to  a  school,  famous  in  that  day,  kept 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fountaine,  whose  son  is  now  a 
canon  of  St.  David's.  There  he  remained  about 
eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  repaired 
to  Eton,  of  which  college,  Edward  Barnard,  M.  A. 
was  at  that  time  bead  master.f  He  was  on  the 
foundation  we  believe,  and  bis  contemporaries 
at  thet  celebrated  seminary,  were  Lord  North, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Guilford,  and  for  some  years 
Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  the  present 
Marquis    of    Hertford    and   the    Conways,    the 

*  Dover-street,  Piccadilly. 
t  He  <«icceed^  John  Suiwer,  D.  D«  in  Mqr  1754. 
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late  Sir  James  Macdonald^  who  appeared  at  * 
shining  meteor  from  the  northern  i8le$,  and  Fox,  a 
name  alike  connected  with  literature  and  politico 
He  is  allowed,  even  at  that  period,  to  have  been  ait 
excellent  classical  srholar,  but  we  do  not  find  any 
of  his  productions  in  the  Musce  Etonenses,  aithoogk 
those  of  names  far  inferior  have  been  recorded 
*  there. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  usual  probationary  per 
riod,  Mr.  Coxe  was  sent  to  Cambridge,  and  matrix 
culated  in  1764  at  King's  college,  which  conr 
sists  of  a  provost,  together  with  seventy  fellows 
and  scholars,  the  latter  of  whom,  according^ 
to  the  statutes,  are  to  be  supplied  by  regular  sucr 
cession  from  Eton,  which  was  founded  and  endoM^ 
ed  at  the  same  time  with  this  (14il),  by  Henry 
VI.  In  17()5,  he  obtained  the  scholarship  founded 
by  William  Battie,  M.  D.,  who  assigned  an  estate  of 
tiiirty  pounds  per  annum,  which  was  left  chiefly  as 
an  encouragement  to  those  intended  for  the  study  of 
medicino,  and  he  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  this  lei- 
gacy  until  1773,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Edward 
Cooke,  also  of  King's.  In  1770,  being  th«fl  a 
middle  bachelor  of  arts,  he  became  a  candidate  for 
one  of  the  annual  prizes  given  by  the  two  represent- 
tativcs  of  the  university  ia  parliament,  and  the 
prizemen  of  that  year  were  himscif  aud  the  late 
George  At  wood,  of  Trinity,  since  c^ltbiated  for  his 
moihcmatical  f66ea^^>l^^.  Xa  1771^  being  iheu  a 
senior  bachelor,  be  obt^iiiied  aoallier  of  the  same 
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kind,  in  conjunction  with  William  Jones  of  Peter- 
house.  In  both  cases,  the  composition  consisted  of 
a  dissertation  in  Latin  prose,  which  was  read  as  is 
usual,  publicly,  on  a  day  appointed,  near  to  the 
commencement,  and  then  transmitted  to  the  repre- 
sentatives. He  afterwards  became  M.  A.  and  a 
fellow  of  King's. 

By  this  time  he  had  been  admitted  by  Dr.  Ri- 
chard Terrick,  then  bishop  of  London,,  to  deacon's 
orders,  and  having  been  ordained  a  priest  in  1772, 
he  was  of  course  ready  for  any  preferment  that 
might  occur;  but  he  was  obliged  to  act  as  curate 
to  a  rural  parish  near  Hillingdon,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  for  some  time.  At  length,  however,  he 
exchanged  the  obscure  village  of  Denham  for  the 
splendid  palace  of  Blenheim,  on  his  being  appoint- 
ed to  superintend  the  education  of  the  heir  to  the 
Marlborough  family.  But  at  the  end  of  two  years 
he  resigned  the  Marquis  of  Blandford  to  the  care 
of  others  ;*  and  he  now  appears  for  a  considerable 
time  to  have  been  occupied  as  a  travelling  tutor  to 
several  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  on  the  con- 
tinent. With  the  present  Earl  of  Pembroke  he 
visited  France,  Germany,  and  Italy ;  his  tour  with 
Mr.  Whitbread,f  the  present  member  for  Bedford, 

*  We  are  unacquainted  with  any  church  preferment  which  he 
might  have  derived  from  this  munificent  family,  and  only  know 
that  he  is  chaplain  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  which 
we  suppose  is  merely  iiivlar, 

t  Mr.  Coxe  entertained  a- great  respect  for  this  pupil,  to  whom 
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was  still  more  extensive,  while,  in  company  witb 
Mr*  Portman,  lately  one  of  the  representatives  for 
Boroughbridgei  and  now  knight  of  the  shijre  for 
the  county  of  Dorset,  he  added  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  to  the  former  route.  His  career  as  a  tra-* 
Teller  concluded  with  the  present  Marquis  of  C!orn- 
wallis,  along  with  whom,  while  Lord  Broome,  he 
was  only  enabled  to  see  part  of  Germany,  for  it 
would  BiMlgr  have  been  safe  nor  pleasant,  at  tliat 
period,  to  have  visited  France,  as  the  wac  with 
England  had  just  commenced.  The  disturbances 
then  generally  prevalent^  at  the  same  time  precluded 
the  possibility  of  contemplating  many  other  interest- 
ing portions  of  the  continent,  for  Switzerland  was  in 
arms,  Italy  itself  was  agitated,  and  even  the  obscure 
country  of  the  Grisons,  alread)^  betrayed  symptoms 
of  commotion. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  slight  sketch,  that 
it  might  be  said  of  Mr.  Coke,  as  of  Ulysses : 

'*  Multonim  vidct  urbes  &  hominum,** 

for  he  had  seen  almost  all  the  men  of  any  note,  and 
perhaps  every  great  city  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 

be  afterwards  dedicated  one  of  his  works,  in  a  manner  equally 
devoid  of  meanness  and  flatteiy : 

To 

SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  jun.  Esq.  M.  P. 

This  third  Volume  of 

Travds  into  Poland^  Russia^  Sweden,  and  Denm^k, 

Is  inscribed^ 

As  a  testimony  of  esteem  and  friendship. 

By  the  Atjthor. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ftET;  WILUAM  COXC.  SB 

fope.  In  addition  to  this^  be  hsid  rendered  himaelf 
^quainted  with  the  manners>  custonis>  ianguages> 
and  opinions,  of  all  the  neighbouring  nations^  and 
possessed  the  advant^e  of  being  introduced  to  the 
first  company,  and  consequently  of  conversing  with 
the  first  circles.  It  is  but  little  surprising^  therefore, 
that  an  active  mind  like  his  should  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunities  and  materials  thus  af- 
£brded>  and  produced  those  'Works  which  we  shall 
now  briefly  enumerate  in  succession^ 

In  1790  appeared  the  three  volumes  of  his  '^Tra- 
wls into  Poland,  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,'^ 
tvhich  were  published  both  in  quarto  and  octavo. 

In  1794  was  published  his  ''  Political  State  of 
Europe/* 

In  1798  he  presented  to 'the  world/ '^  Memoirs  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Earl  of  Orford,'*  in  three  vo- 
lumes quarto,  with  the  correspondence. 

Having  accompanied  his  friend.  Sir  Richard 
Hoare,  Bart,  on  a  journey  to  M  airs,  this  gave  rise 
to  his  ''  Histoiical  Tour  in  Monmouthshire,*' 
which  was  not  printed  until  1801,  three  jears  after 
he  had  visited  those  scenes  which  he  there  de- 
scribes. 

In  1803  the  public  was  presented  with  ''Memoirs 
^f  Horatio  Lord  Walpole.'*  This  may  be  consi- 
dered Its  a  continuation  of  his  former  woik,  in  which 
Jie  was  assisted  not  only  with  the  papers^  but  with 
the  recollections,  and  traditional  anecdotes,  of  Ho- 
race Walpole,  the  late  Earl  of  OiLrd,  an  author 
himself  of  some  distinction.  The  immensity  of  Mr. 

1808-1809.  0 
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CoM^  lalimirs  cm  this  present  occasion  may  be  con- 
ceived from  the  Imlk  of  the  collections^  submitted 
to  bi&  inspedion^  which  consist  of  no  less  tbaa  bw 
hundred  and  fortj  volumes  folio.f 

♦  Tb«  Ortbid,  Wa^le,  Rardwkke,  TownsheiiEid,  Stanho^, 
HirriDgtoa>  Waldegrave>  aod  Sydhey  papers  were  on  this  occaBib& 
laid  befoA  ium  >  as  also  thdse  of  the  Grantham,  Middleton^  Do- 
Tonsbire,  Egretnont^  Onslow,  Weston,  Poyntz,  Keene,  and  Astl©^ 
collections. 

t  Since  the  above  article  was  written,  the  Editor  has  been  fur- 
ni^d  witl^  the  foUotHng^  wloch  exhibits  a  more  correct  list. 

1:  Accovotof  the  Russian  Discoveries  between  Asia  arid  Ame« 
lica,  to  which  uc  added  the  Conquest  of  Siberia^  and  the  History 
tf  the  Transactions  and  Commerce  betweoi  Russia  and  China.  This 
work,  which  has  gone  through  four  editions,  is  dedicated  to  *'  Jacob 
Bryant,  Esq.  as  a  public,  testimony  of  the  highest  respect  for  hiff 
Astingoisised  abilities,  the  truest  esteem  for  bis  private  viirtues^ 
and  th«  most  grateful  seme  c£  many  personal  favours.*'  Sixty 
copies  were  printed  in  large  quarto,  to  correspond  with  the  large 
paper  copies  of  the  author's  other  works. 

2.  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Administration  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  with  original  correspondence  and  authentic  papers,  never 
before  published^  3  vols.  4/M.  The  same  work  was  also  printed 
in  ^  vols.  8vo.  without  the  correspondep<Je. 

3i  Memoirs  of  Horatio  Lord  Walpole,  selected  from  his  corre^ 
spondence  and  papers,  and  connected  with  the  history  of  the  times, 
until  his  death  in  1757*    4to. 

4i  An  Historical  Tour  in  Monmouthshire,  embellished  y^ith 
vtewg  by  Sh*  R.  C  Ifoare,  Bart,  engraved  by  B^ne,  &c.  contain- 
ing ninety  plates  and  a  map. 

5.  Travels  in  Poland,  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  5  vols. 
8vo.  This  has  passed  through  five  editions,  and  fifty  copies  have 
been  printed  in  3  vols.  4to.  to  correspond  with  the  large  paper  co* 
pies  of  the  author's  other  works. 

€w  Tiareis^  in  S\vitaeriflnd  and  the  country^  of  the  Grisdriii/ 
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We  lament  to  thinks  that  with  all  his  patronage, 
and  all  his  claims  on  the  public  attention,  the'  pre- 
ferments of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  have  been 
both  tardily  and  inadequately  bestowed.  He  had 
exactly  attained  the  age  of  forty,  when  King's  Col- 
lege presented  hirii  with  the  vicarage  of  Kingston 
tipofl  Thames,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  which  he  was 
oTiliged  two  years  after  to  resign,  in  conformity  to 
the  statutes  of  that  learned  establishment,  on  obtain- 
ing the  rectory  of  Tuggleston  cum  Bemerton,  near 
Salisbury.  Here  he  recovered  his  health,  arranged 
his  materials,  and  prepared  his  works  for  the  press. 
In  1801,  after  he  had  passed  his  grand  climacteric, 
hd  was  presented  by  Sir  Richard  Hoare  with  the 
rectory  of  Stourton.    Nearly  at  the  same  time.  Dr. 

3  vols.  8vo.  fourth  edit,  with  an  historical  sketch,  and  notes  on  the 
late  Revolution. 

7.  Biographical  Anecdotes  of  Handel  and  Smith,  4to.  Printed 
on  two  different  papers,  and  embellished  with  portraits. 

8.  Gay*8  Fables,  with  notes,  by  Mr.  Coxe. 

9.  A  Sermon  on  the  excellence  of  British  Jurisprudence,  preach- 
ed before  the  Hon.  Sir  Francis  Buller,  Bart,  and  the  Hon.  Sir 
Nash  Grose,  Knt.  March  10,  1799*  "^  ^®  cathedral  church  of 
Salisbury,  and  published  at  their  request. 

10.  Explanation  of  the  Catechism  of  the  Church  of  Englandi 

1 1 .  An  Abridgment  bf  Seckefs  Tr^ct  on  Confirmation. 

12.  A  Letter  on  the  Secret  Tribunals  of  Westphalia,  addressed 
to  the  Countess  of  Pembroke. 

13.  The  History  of  the  House  of  Austria,  from  the  foundation 
©f  the  monarchy  by  Rhodolph  of  Hapsburgh,  in .  the  thirteenth 
century,  to  the  death  of  the  late  Emperor  Leopold  the  Second, 
hiandsomely  printed  ih  two  vols.  4to.  with  maps  and  genealogi^I 
&bles. 
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Douglas^  whose  early  years  were  spent  in  a  mamief 
timilar  to  liis  own^  nominatedNfaim  one  of  the  six 
canons  of  Salisbury  cathedral^  one  of  tbe  three  arch* 
deacons  of  his  diocese^^  and  also  his  own  domestic 
chaplain. 

Mr.  Coxe  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London^  of  the  Imperial  (Economical  Society  of 
Petersburgb^  and  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Sciences 
at  Copenhagen.  In  what  manner  he  has  passed 
both  his  youth  and  his  maturer  age^  a  perusal  of 
his  works  will  best  shew.  Few  men,  indeed,  have 
\>een  more  laboriously^  or  more  usefully  employed; 
for  in  his  pulpit  or  his  study,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  has  been  con- 
stantly occupied  in  inculcating  the  principles  of 
morality,  in  enlightening  the  mind,  or  endeavour- 
ing to  mend  and  improve  the  heart. f 

*  AJr.  Coxe  is  archdeacon  of  Wilts. 

f  The  author  of  tbe  '*  Pursuits  of  Literature*'  has,  in  some 
respects  done  justice  to  the  talents  of  Mr.  Coxe,  whom  he  states 
tohp  **  sl  gentleman  of  learning,  ability,  and  information,*'  and 
foon  after  adds,  that  he  is  **  a  writer  of  great  respectability.'' 
BecoUecting,  however,  that  he  was  composing  a  '*  satirical  poem," 
be  characterises  the  subject  of  our  memoir  in  the  following  four 
lines  : 

*'  Or  from  the  Alp?  extend  to  Norway's  rocks, 
''  With  Switzer-ftussico-Kamtschatcan  Coxe  5 
'*  Then  turn  fuU-fraught  from  bleak  Siberia's  shore, 
*'  And  leave  us  just  as  knowing  as  before." 

The  charge,  as  ei^iressed  in  a  note  to  p.  71,  is,  that  Mr.  Coxe  it 
"  too  prolix  and  too  voluminous :"  **  Composuit  octe  volumina, 
kiq  tt  magis  quam  ineleganter.*'    Suet.  Claud,  sect.  41.    It  in 
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We  BOW  take  our  leave  of  this  classical  Teterao^ 
with  our  best  Irishes  for  his  health  and  happiaess. 
May  his  days  be  long  and  happy,  and  may  science 
illumiae  the  evening  of  that  well-spent  life,  which 
lias  merited,  without  obtaining  a  mitre ! 

"  Aspettare  e  non  venire 
Stare  in  letto,  e  non  dormist, 
Servire  e  non  grandire. 
Son  tre  cose,  di  £ir  morirt /* 


'^ 


SIR  PHIWP  FRANCIS, 

KNIGHT  OF  THE  MOST  HONOURABLE  OR»£R  Of 
THE  BATH^  AND  JLATE  M.  P.  FOR  APPLEBY. 

THERE  is  something  of  what  may  b«  termed  a 
corporation  spirit  in  professions  as  well  as  in  coun<* 
tries.  Men  become  attached  not  only  to  their 
eompaf riots  who  live  under  a  common  system  o{ 
governments  and  laws^  but  even  to  those  within  the 
limits  of  the  same  community^  who  follow  the  same 
or  similar  pursuits.  As  for  us^  we  candidly  confess 
that  it  is  with  peculiar  {leisure  we  behold  men  of 
letters  rising  into  importance^  and  occupyif^adig-* 
pified  situation  in  the  state.  Nay,  we  eten  carry 
0)ir  views^i  (or  pur  readers,  if  they  be  so  inclinedj 
may  term  them  our  prejudices)  still  further,  and 
actually  rejoic($  \vhep  ^^  fep  th^  ^on  of  a  man  df 

w 'wnv     ■■     ■Ill  I    ■     "'   'f  '■■    ■"  '   *|  '■  ■ ^ 

difficult,  if  not  impossible,  however,  to  reconcile  the  accusation 
i^f  ineptitude  with  the  character  of  karnif^,  a^iii^y,  a^4  inf^r^ 
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Utters  occnpyipg  a.  distinguishefl  statipD  ip  our 
councils  abroad,  or  forining  a  conoipon^iit  part  i^ 
Qur  legislature  at  home. 

*'  For  roy  own  part,**  says  the  histor^n  of  tBe  Decline'and  FaU 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  "  could  I  draw  my  p^igree  from  9  ge- 
neral, a  statesman,  or  a  celebrated  author,  I  should  study  their 
lives  with  th^  diligence  of  filial  love.  Iq  the  investigation  of  past 
events,  our  curiosity  is  stimulated  by  the  immediate  or  indirect 
reference  to  ourselves  j  but  in  the  estimate  of  honour  we  should 
learn  to  value  the  gifts  of  nature  above  those  of  fortune;  to  esteem 
in  our  ancestors  the  qualities  that  best  promote  the  interests  of 
society ;  and  to  pronounce  the  descendant  of  a  king  less  truly 
noble  than  the  of&pring  of  a  man  of  genius,  whose  writings  will 
instruct  or  delight  the  latest  posterity. 

^*  The  family  of  Confucius  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  illus- 
trious in  the  world.  After  a  painful  ascent  of  eight  or  tea  cefnturies, 
our.  barons  and  princes  of  furope  are  lost  in  the  darkness  of  the 
middle  age^j  but  in  the  vast  equality  of  the  empire  of  China,  the 
posterity  of  Confucius  have  maintained,  above  two  thousand  tw^ 
hufldried  years,  their  peaceful  honours  and  perpetual  succession. 
The  chief  of  the  family  is  still  revered  by  the  sovereign  and  the 
people,  as  the  living  image  of  the  wisest  of  mankind.'** 

jPhilip  Francis^  of  whom  we  are  now  about  to 
treat,  was  born  about  the  year  1748,  and  is  a  native 
of  the  county  of  Surrey^  where  his  family  was  for 
some  time  settled.  His  grandfather  was  a  dignitary 
of  the  Irish  church,  having  been  a  dean  in  that 
portion  of  the  empire.  Philip  the  father,  who  was 
also  bred  to  the  same  profession,  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  university  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Dub- 


♦  Memoirs  of  IV^r.  Gibbon,  written  by  himself,  ^d  £i^hf4. 
by  Lord  Sheffield,  vol.  i.  p.  2,  3. 
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}iii>  and  abtaioed  the  degree  of  D.  D.  there*  Poi^ 
seised  of  but  a  scanty  patrimony,  and  having  na 
ecclesiastical  preferment^  he  for  some  time  ondep» 
took  the  fnstruction  of  youthj  during  which  period 
he  lived  at  Esher;  and  in  175S  numbered  the 
celebrated  Gibbon  among  his  pupils.  He  aho 
addicted  himself  occasionally  to  literary  pursuits^ 
and  produced  two  tragedies,  "  Eugenia,''  and 
''  Constantia,"  both  of  which  were  acted  in  thf 
metropolis.  He  was  more  distinguished  however 
as  a  translator,  for  his  versions  of  Horace  and  De« 
mosthenes  are  greatly  valued  at  this  day.  Cven 
now,  when  the  language  is  somewhat  altered,  and 
the  taste  of  the  times  perhaps  not  a  little  changed^ 
the  lyric  poet  of  the  Augustan  age  coatinues  to  be 
admired  in  his  English  dre^,  while  the  great  ora^ 
tor  of  antiquity  exhibits  much  of  his.  native  vigour 
and  dignity. 

Nor  was  this  all,  for  towards  the  beginning  of 
the  present  reign.  Dr.  Francis  entered  the  lists  as  ^ 
political  writer ;  and  among  other  persons  of  dis« 
tinction,  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  Lord  Hol* 
land,  the  father  of  the  late  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  then 
a  great  ^vourite  at  court,  and  consulted  by  his. 
Majesty  on  many  trying  occasions.  How  far  thia 
circumstance  may  have  been  accompanied  by  any 
beneficial  consequences,  we  are  not  prepared  to  de« 
cide.  As  to  himself,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rec- 
tory  of  Barrow,  in  Suffolk,  a  living  of  considerable 
Mdount,  and  this  he  held  along  with  the  chaplaincy 
of  Chelsea  hospital,  the  latter  of  which  he  appeara 
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to  have  retained  from  1764  to.  1768.  But  he  rc-» 
signed  it  some  time  previously  to  his  deaths  vi^hich 
occurred  at  Batb^  in  March,  1773. 


4^ 


♦  The  late  Dr.  Francis  lived  on  good  terms  with  Dr.  Johnson  | 
and  it  will  appear  from  the  following  quotation^  tt  was  in  coa^* 
sequence  of  an  observation  of  his^  that  spme  of  the  oratorical  2a- 
hours  of  the  great  lexicographer  were  disclosed  to  the  public  r-— 
'*  Guthrie^  the  historian,  had  from  July,  1736,  composed  the  par-, 
liamentaiy  speeches  for  the  magazines  j  but  from  the  beginning 
of  the  session  which  opened  on  the  19th  of  November,  1740* 
Johnson  succeeded  to  that  department,  and  continued  it  from  tha% 
time  to  the  debate  on  spirituous  liquors,  which  happened  in  th^ 
House  of  Lprds^  in  February,  1 742-3.  The  eloquence,  the  forcQ 
of  argument,  and  the  splendour  of  language,  displayed  in  thQ 
several  speeches,  are  well  known;"  continues  Mr.  Murphy,  ''an<j 
universally  admired,**  &c. 

''  That  Johnson  was  the  author  of  the  debates  during  that  p^i 
liod  was  not  generally  known  J  but  the  secret  transpired  several 
years  afterwards,  and  was  avowed  by  himself  on  the  fol- 
lowing occasion.  Mr.  Wedderbutne  (afterwards  Lord  Lough* 
borough  and  Earl  of  Rosslyn),  Dr»  Johnson,  Dr.  Francis  (the 
translator  of  Horace),  the  pr^esent  writer,  and  pthers,  dined  with 
the  late  Mr.  Foote.  An  important  d^b^te,  towards  the  end  of 
of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  administration  being  mentioned,  Dr, 
Francis  observed,  *  |hat  Mr.  Pitt*s  speech  on  that  occasion  waaj 
the  best  he  had  ever  read.*  He  added,  *  that  h^  had  employed 
eight  years  of  his  life  in  the  study  of  Demosthenes,  and  furnished 
a  translation  of  that  celebrated  orator,  with  all  the  decorations  of 
style  and  langu^e  withi^  ttie  reach  of  his  capacity,  but  (bat  h^ 
had  met  with  nothing  ^qual  to  the  speech  abovi^niention^d, 

**  Many  of  the  company  remembered  the  debate  3  and  some 
passages  were  cited,  with  the  approbation  and  applause  of  all  pre- 
sent. During  t!ie  ardour  of  conversation,  Johnson  remained  si* 
lent^  As  soon  as  the  warmth  of  praise  subsided,  he  opened  with 
t(iese  words :  ^  That  speech  I  wrote  in  a  garret  in  Exeter-strc^t^' 
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'  Hi«  son,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  bred  ^t 
St.  Paul's  school,  under  Mr.  Thicknesse,  the  bro- 
ther of  the  governor  of  the  same  name,  who  wisui 
allowed  to  be  a  man  of  great  learning  and  talents. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  life,  in  consequence  of 
the  influence  of  his  father,  Philip  was  patronized 
by  the  late  Lord  Harrington,  whp  at  that  pe- 
riod presided  at  the  War  OflSce,  and  by  whom 
he  was  first  introduced  into  public  business,  in  that 
department^  Being  a  young  man,  of  an  ambitious 
turn  of  mind,  he  was  eager  to  distinguish  himself^ 
and  a  favourable  opportunity  for  that  purpose  sooq 
presented  itself  in  another  hemisphere. 

Our  possessions  in  India,  had,  even  at  that  pe-^ 
jr^od,  become  so  extensive,  as  to  engage  tie  attention 


llie  company  was  struck  with  astonishment.  After  staring  at 
f5ach  other  with  silent  amaze.  Dr.  Francis  asked  *  how  that  speech 
could  be  written  by  him  >' 

-  '*  *  Sir/  $aid  Johnson,  '  I  wrote  it  in  Exeter-street  -,  I  never 
J^ad  been  in  the  gallery  of  the  House  of  Commons  but  once.  Cavd 
((the  printer)  had  interest  with  thp  door-keepers.  He  ai^d  the 
person^  employed  upder  him  gained  admittance :  they  brought 
away  the  subject  of  discussion,  the  names  of  the  speakers,  the 
pide  they  took,  and  the  order  in  which  they  rose,  together  with 
t{ie  notes  of  the  arguments  ?idvanced  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 
TThe  whplp  was  afterwards  coni|iiunicated  to  me,  and  I  composed 
the  speeches  in  the  form  which  they  now  have  in  the  Parliamen- 
tary Debates.*  To  this  disco\  ery  Dr.  Francis  m^e  answer,  *Thenj> 
^ir,  you  have  surpassed  Demosthenes  himself  j  for  to  say  that  you 
haye  exceeded  Francis's  Demosthenes  would  be  saying  nothing."* 
Murphy's  B$$ay  on  the  Life  and  Genius  of 
Samuel  Joh7ison,  L,  L,  I}. 
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of  the  nation^  ^d  occupy  the  speculations  of  ifae 
cabinet.  It  i$  a  well  knowp  fact^  that  we  fiisl  ap* 
peared  in  the  East  io  the  character  of  mercbant* 
adventurers^  and  so  long  as  we  retained  our  original 
views,  eiijoyed  all  the  advantages  arising  out  of  a 
lucrative  commerce,  by  the  interchange  of  the 
commodities  of  Europe  with  those  of  A^.  A  dif* 
ferent  system,  however,  soon  V^^Q  t^  prevail, 
;|nd  partly  in  consequence  of  the  military  talents  of 
9  young  man,^  who  soon  exchanged  the  pen  of  9 
mrriter  for  the  truncheon  of  a  general^  and  partly 
from  an  interested  intervention  in  the  di,sputes  of 
the  country  powers^  which  obtained  the  specious 
pameofan  enlightened  policy^  we  soon  acquired 
^n  immense  accession  of  territory. 

After  an  unexampled  degree  of  success,  never  be- 
fore realised  by  any  christian  nation,  our  factories 
Viere  converted  into  forts,  and  our  merchants  into  sol- 
diers and  statesmen.  From  tributaries^  we  became  son 
vereigns;  our  governors  created  and  deposed  zemin- 
dars^ nabobs^  and  sultans  at  their  pleasure;  thee/r/r- 
hars  of  the  Asiatic  princes  were  either  intimidated  by 
our  threats^  or  regulated  by  our  intrigues;  while  the 
spoils  of  nations  were  poured  into  the  lap  of  Bri- 
tain through  the  conduits  of  those  public  officers^ 
"who,  under  the  ostensible  character  of  governors^ 
Tested  with  a  limited  authority^  had  claimed  and 
exercised  a  far  greater  degree  of  power  than  has 

t  Mr.  afterwards  Lord  Clive* 
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eyer  been  asisumed  bj  the  kings  of  Great  Brii^in  i« 
the  worst  periods  of  the  worst  reigns. 

lo  thi^  situ^itioa  of  affairs,  a  grand  question  wa^ 
agitated^  in  respect  to  the  territorial  ^overeignii/  of 
those  newlj  acquired  dominions,  and  on  a  reference 
to  the  law  ojfficers  of  the  crown,  they  w  ere  of  opinion, 
that  it  appertained  solely  to  the  king.  This  doc- 
trine led  fir^t  to  a  concurrent,  and  has  at  length 
produced  a  paramauni  jurisdiction,  on  the  part  of 
the  English  cabinet,  without  being  hitherto  attend- 
edj  perhaps,  with  any  perman^  advantage  to  the 
atate,  the  company,  or  the  natives. 

No  sopner  was  such  a  complete  victory,  over  a 
COirporation  ix\  Leadenhalt-<treet,  to  which  so  manj 
sovereigns  paid  their  homage,  obtained,  than  it  waf 
determined,  on  the  part  of  the  British  government, 
to  give  a  new  form  to  our  establishments  in  thQ 
Bast.  To  ^void  the  jealousies  and  dissension} 
which  had  taken  place,  in  consequence  of  a  divide4 
power^  it  was  thought  proper  at  length  to  establish 
^  central  authority  ^  Calcutta,  to  whijch  Madr^ji 
and  the  other  presidencies  should  be  sulyect.  Ac- 
cordingly, Lord  North,  then  in  the  zenith  of  hid 
power,  introduced  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  in  1773, 
containing  a  variety  of  regqlatioiis,  by  which  th« 
civil  government  of  Bengal  was  to  be  vested  in  a 
governor*gen^ral  and  council^  while  the  juridical 
administration  w^s  to  be  confided  to  i^  supiremn 
co^rt  of  ji^dicature. 

^n  co^fbrc^ity  to  the  $rst  of  the^e  plans,  it  was 
4sit^inineA  to  Mod  out  three  persons  of  known  ia-: 
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fegritj  and  talents,  not  only  to  enforce  the  act  ia 
question^  but  also  to  constitute  a  ifiajority  in  the 
council^  by  means  of  which  the  improvident  expen-o 
ditureofthe  revenue  might  be  controled^  the  griev- 
ances of  the  country  povi^ers  redressed^  the  interests 
of  the  company  benefited^  and  the  honour  of  the 
English  name^  which  waa  supposfd^  npt  without 
truth,  to  have  been  tarnished  by  malversation  ap4 
oppression^  restored  to  its  wonted  lustre. 

For  the  completion  of  these  honourable  pur« 
poses,  two  soldiers  and  oiie  civilian  were  selected, 
Sir  John  Clavering^  the  f  ommander  in  chief,  was  % 
man  of  some  niilitary  reputation,  and  possessed  s^ 
high  character  for  integrity^  these  qualities,  joined 
to  a  nice  sense  of  honour^  are  suppo^  to  have  ren^ 
dered  him  somewhat  fiery  and  impetuous,  whenever 
he  witnessed  any  thing  in  the  shapp  pf  injustice?:  . 
Colonel  Monson,  the  second,  who  had  served  and 
distinguished  himself  in  India,  possessed  an  unim- 
peachable reputation ;  and  Mr.  Philip  Francis,  then 
in  ihe  bloom  of  manhood,  had  at  pnce  the  merit 
and  good  fortuiie  of  being  selected  as  the  last  of 
this  respectable  triumvirate.  Young,  however,  aa 
he  might  be,  he  was  the  man  of  business  selecte4 
to  organize  the  plans,  direct  the  proceedings,  an4 
regulate  the  conduct  of  the  who|e. 

These,  together  with  the  npw  chief  justice.  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  sailed  from  England  in  the  spring  of 
1774,  and  arrived  at  Bengal  in  the  mpnth  qf  Oc^ 
tober  of  the  same  year,  llie  commissioners  found 
the  affair^  of  India  in  a  critical  situation,    H^dq^ 
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Ally>  an  able  atid  powerful  chief,  had  about  thiji 
period  obtained  a  great  sway  in  the  East,  so  as  to 
menace  the  safety  of  the  British  possessions,  while 
the  Bombay  gorernment,  by  the  protection  afforded 
to  Ragonaut  Row,  who  had  been  obliged  to  aban^ 
don  Poonah  and  bis  country,  in  consequence  of  tha 
assassination  of  his  nephew,  the  young  paishwa, 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  subsequent  wars  with 
the  MahrattasA 

As  it  was  to  remedy  these  disasters  that  General 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  ;^ere 
sent  out  to  Bengal,  they  immediately  laid  it  down 
as  a  maxim  in  the  council^  where  they  constituted  a^ 
majority,  '^  that  peace  with  the  country  powers, 
together  with  an  inviolable  observation  of  public 
faith,  and  a  strict  attention  to  jitstice  in  all  trans* 
.  actions  with  the  natives,  constituted  the  system  of 
policy  most  advantageous  for  the  interests  of  the 
nation/' 

Although  they  were  opposed  by  the  governor- 
general*  and  one  of  the  old  members,  yet  they 


*  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  late  Mr.  BarwelL  The  former  of  these, 
whp  had  been  nominated  governor-general  of  Bengal,  in  1/73,  for 
five  years,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  first  entered 
into  the  civil  service  of  the  company  in  1750,  and  rose  through 
the  various  gradatioiis  of  office  to  the  supreme  command.  After 
being  exposed  to  a  prosecution,  which,  on  account  of  its  extraor- 
dinary length,  became  at  last  exceedingly  unpopular,  this  gentle- 
man retired  on  a  pension,  presented  by  the  company  5  and  he  who 
at  one  period  ruled  over  a  large  portion  of  India*  with  despotic 
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eotfinned  to  tSeci  many  ^lotary  changes.     The^ 
iotallj  reprobated  the  Mahratta  wSr,  and  condemn- 
^  the  conduct  of  the  government  of  Bombay^  M^hich 
had  adopted  strong  and  impolitic  measures^  without 
any  participation  with  the  presidency  of  Calcutta. 
The  alliance  with  Ragobah  was  therefore  disavow- 
id,    and  an  officer*  sent  across  the  continent   of 
India  to  Poonah,  who  concluded  the  treaty  called 
the  Poorunder^  >vhich'  was  ratified  on  the  first  of 
March  1776.    By  this,  the  island  of  Salsette,  with 
the  territory  of  Baroach^  were  ceded  to  the  com- 
pany, while  the  Mahrattas  at  the  same  time  agreed 
to  indemnify  the  authors  of  the  war  for  its  ex- 
pences,  by  the  payment  of  150,000/..  But  th6  death 
of  Colonel  Monson  in  1776,  and  of  General  Cla- 
Tcring  in  1777,  against  the  latter  of  whom,  al- 
though commander  in  chief,  the  gates  of  Calcutta 
had  been  shut,  totally  changed  the  state  of  affairs,- 
Mr.  Francis  being  now  left  in  a  minority,  so  that 
thenceforth,  instead  of  new  reforms  being  adopted, 
the  old  were  exploded  with  a  degree  of  eagerness, 
that  reflected  but  little  honour  on  either  the  faith  or 
the  stability  of  the  English  councils. 

t •  "■■■■    '  ■  '■■"  .  „  ,   ,'''""' — u 

authority,  at  this  moment  occupies  no  higher  situation  in  England' 
than  that  of  a  simple  country  'squire. 

Mr.  Barwell,  the  strenuous  supporter  of  Mr.  Hastings*  mea- 
sures, returned  home  with  an  inimense  fortune,  purchased  Stan- 
Btead  Park,  in  Sussex,  obtained  possession  of  a  couple  of  boroughs, 
and  after  dissipating  a  krge  fortune,  died  greatly  involvecl,  hi 
180^! 

*  Colonel  Upton- 
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A  fVesh  wctr  with  the  Mahrattas  cnsiied>  and 
sUch  a  melancholy  prospect  presented  itself  to  the 
minds  of  the  directors,  that  they  parsed  a  resolu* 
tion  for  the  recal  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which,  how- 
ever>  they  were  not  supported  by  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors/which  negatived  that  meaisure. 

But  the  talents  and  activity  of  the  governor-ge- 
neral were  never  more  conspicuous  than  at  this 
critical  period,  for  he  contrived  somctrmes  to  di- 
Tide,  and  at  all  times  to  overcome  the  enemies  whom 
he  had  elcifed  against  him.  He  augmented  the  re- 
venues of  Bengal,  he  added  greatly  to  the  extent 
of  territory  before  possessed  by  the  company,  and 
^  thus  placed  himself  and  the  nation  in  such  a  ddi'^ 
caU  8^ai€j  that  when  reproached  with  the  maimtt 
in  which  this  wealth  and  these  acquisitions  were 
obtained,  his  partisans,  with  equal  frankness  and  au- 
dacity, declared  that  it  would  be  the  grossest  in- 
ju«tice  to  pdnish  hina  for  malversation,  without  at 
th45^  sime  time  restoring  the-  property  so  obtained  to 
the  right  owners ! 

At  length  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the  three 
who  had  been  sent  to  India  in  1774,  after  a  duel 
with  Mr.  Hastings,  arrived  in  England  in  1781,* 

*  Mr.  Burke,  while  defending  Mr.  Fox*3  India  bill  in  the 
flduse  of  Commons,  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the  commissioner^ 
^eht  to  India.  On  this  occasion,  after  having  pronounced  that 
ih^  government  of  the  country  was  absolutely  incorrigible,  he  con- 
titiued  in  the  following  strain  : 

**  If  the  court  of  directors  had  not  uniformly  condemned  eveiy 
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tnd  \re  find  him  soon  after  aspiring  to  a  seat  in  the 
legislature  of  his  native  country.  He  was  accord-* 
ingly  returned  a  member  to  the  parliament  suddenlj 

act  which  that  house>  or  any  of  its  committees^  had  condemned-^^ 
if  the  language  iu  which  they  had  expressed  their  disapprobation 
Iiad  not  been  more  indignant  than  any  ever  employed  in  that 
Bouse,  I  should  have  entertained  some  hopes.  But  when  I  think 
of  the  uniformity  of  their  support  to  the  objects  bf  their  uniform 
censure,  and  the  state  of  insignificance  and  disgrace  to  which  all 
those  had  been  reduced  whom  they  approved,  and  that  even  uttet 
ruin  and  premature  death  had  been  among  the  fruits  of  their  fa* 
vour,  I  must  be  convinced  that  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  hypiH 
cmy  is  the  only  vice  that  never  can  be  cured. 

•*  The  death  of  Colonel  Mon$jn  and  Sir  John  Claveting,  and  tki 
disgrace  of  Mr.  Francis,  men  who  had  been  sent  out  to.  reform  th^ 
mbuses  of  the  company^s  government,  and  whose  ^^onduct  had  re* 
ceived  their  uniform  applause,  amply  confirm  this<*hservation. 

"  But  far  worse  has  been  the  fate  of  the  poor  creatures  the  na-* 
lives  of  India,  whom  the  hypocrisy  of  the  company  had  betrayed 
into  complaint  of  oppression  and  discovery  of  peculation.  The 
first  woman  in  Bengal,  a  person  of  princely  rank,  who  had  paid 
abo\  e  200,0001.  a  year  q'lit-rent  tothe  state,  was,  according  to  very 
credible  information,  so  completely  beggared  by  her  thoughtless 
trust  in  the  company's  honour,.^  to  stand  in  need  of  alms. 

"  1  he  affair  of  Nupdcomar  was  well  known.  By  an  insult 
on  every  thing  which  India  held  respectable  and  sacred,  he  had 
been  hanged  for  a  pretended  crime,  by  an  ex  post  facto  Briti^  act 
of  parliament,,in  the  midst  of  his  evidence  against  Mr.  Hastings.^ 
The  accuser  tliey  saw  hanged.  The  culprit,  without  acquittal  or 
enquiry,  triumphed  on  the  ground  of  that  murder  -,  a  murder  not 
of  Nundcoraar  only,  but  of  all  living  testimony,  and  of  evidence 
yet  unborn.  From  that  time,  not  a  complaint  had  been  hear(J 
from  the  natives  against  their  governors.  All  the  grievances  of 
Ixulia  had  found  4  complete  rem^y.** 
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convoked  in  1784,*  wlieti  a  young  statesman^  sup- 
ported by  the  crown,  for  the  first  tim^  in  the  anmb 
of  this  nation,  subsequent  to  the  Revolution,  acted 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  sense  of  the  House  of 
Gommons. 

On  this  Occasion,  Mr.  Francii;  with  his  usual 
character  for  diBcision,  sided  with  Mr.  Fox;  and 
we  find  him,  March  7,  1786,  moving  for  leave  td 
bring  in  a  bill,  to  explain  the  nen)  act  introduced  by 
the  new  premier,  for  l^egulating  the  affairs  of  the  In- 
dia compdtiy.  He  Seized  that  occasion  to  condemn 
niciify .  parts  of  Mr.  Pitt's  original  project,  more 
especially  (he  cruelty  and  injustice  of  obliging  pei*-- 
sons  returning  from  the  East  to  deliver,  upon  oath, 
a  statement  of  the  amount  of  their  fortunes,  which 
article  was  afterwards  expunged.  The  clasMng  and 
opposite  interests  of  the  cotirt  of  directors  and 
board  of  control  wer*  also  animadverted  upbn,  as 
well  as  a  variety  of  other  particulars,  in  vthichithe 
project  was  notoriously  defective.  J 

The  matter  under  consideration  was,  howev«r> 
disposed  €rf  by  the  previous  question;  notwithstand- 
ing which,  Mr.  Dundas  (now  Lord  Melville)  in- 
timated a  design  to  bring  in  a  biil  to  amend  the  re- 
gulation act  alluded  to  above.  But  w^hen  that 
gentleman,  who  then  presided  over  the  India  board, 
some  timfe  after  suggested  his  mnendmefits/  thej 


*  Mr.  Frauds,  we  believe,  was  first  returned  for  Yarmouth,  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight  j  in  179O  he  canie  in  for  Bfechingley  5  he  «- 
terwatds  stood  for  Tewkesbnry,  and  lateljr  re^esexited  Appleb/e 
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vew  found  to  consist  of  a»  iocreaso  of  power  te 
th^  gOY^nor-genersd^  who  was.  to  bje  allowed^  in. 
certain  ca^s^  to  decide  in.  qiposition  to  the  sensa 
<rf  the  council  He  was  to  he  permitted  to  nomioats. 
a  successor  on  the  death  of  any  memher  of  ibsL'b 
hpdy^  ioetead  pf  alloiwing  the  oldest  servant  of  the 
company,  ip  succes^on  to  hecome  so»  aft  a  matter 
of  course.  In  addition  to  this,  it  vra3  proposed  for^ 
the  fqture^  to  vest  the  offices  of  commander  in 
chief  and  governor-general  in  the  same  person. 

Upon,  the  question  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  tkfii 
chair  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  bill^  Mc* 
Francis  strenuously  opposed  all  further  proceed^- 
ings^      He  said  that  he  had  lately  delivered  his. 
s^ntim^nts  at  large  upon  the^  act  of  1784 ;  but  witb 
al)  its  absurdities^  he  thought  that  m^sure.  far  les& 
ei^ptionable  than  tne  one  now  under  considera- 
tion^ and  he  predicted  the  most  fatal  consequences  ^ 
from  the  arbitrary  power  which  was  to  be  confided 
in  the  hands  of  the  chief  governor. 

In  17§8,  wh^n  Mr.  Pitt  introduced  his  new  decla- 
ratpry  bill  relative  to  India,  Mr.  F.  undertook  ta prove 
the  measure  in  que^ti<3^,  ii^  every  sen^  of  the.  word  * 
unnecessary :  ''Theiexirting  establishment  wa&  abun- 
dantly adequate^  in  hi?  opinion,  to  the  defence  of  our^ 
posfjgssions,  in  Asia,  Wa  had  a  native  arsay  of 
50i000  sepoys,  infinitely  better  fitted  for  the  climate^ 
infinitely  more  patient  and  capable  of  fatigue^  as^ 
well  disciplined^  and  a|i  much  to  be  depended  upon 
as-any  regimenltbpt  ever  went  out  from  England.'* 
He^the^q^quot^the^authorities. of  Lord  Clive,  Ge- 
neral Lawrence^  General  Carnac^  Sir  JobD'CIay€^« 
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He  lifted  ftti;f  otm  to  tiMe^  H  rhtidiml  Hi(^i%f  ^^ 
]fr^fevFnig  SM  defckiratbry  to  an  edactitig  bilt  arid'- 
adAe^  tbal  fPsrtircmage  trs^  not  th^  prii¥ci{)al  objeet^ 
lte»tllWitttt<c«tsd^<rfiilili«ary  powfer. 

0»'«kli»  qii68t$0il  o^  Wp.  Dundks^flf  Ea#t-Ihd{t^' 
budget^  a  very  short  time  after.  Sir  Philip  peint^ 
e^d  out  maoy  '^gras» errors:"  he  denied  that  the 
Tbrnrnxmsi  oi    the    BastHlndia  ^  condpaa]^  h;id   aft 
3ftet^^b<»tt^  brdugh*  otf  w  Ifevel  ^irti^  their  esependi'^' 
tUrls  t  oh  ttie  cdiltirary,  be  ihaintaiiicd  tha^t  the  debt 
of  B<?ngal  had  increased  duringf  the  last  year  more* 
than  1S>000^  w);iile  thie debts  tobe dtscharged  wer6 , 
»G^iietttedi  by  a  sum  of  50^000IL     This  astertiei^ 
wafr  ittdiecdsu'ppiorted  by  Mr.  now  Sir  Fraiici^'Bjir- ' 
i^^f  >9^tto  candidly  allowed  that  Bengal  absorbed 
the  wti^le  of  it^  ani^juial  revenue^  and  something: 
more  than  the  whole. 

itftiitf  sesdioifio^  KSSi  itAim^  Mr^  HtiiliDgt  had 
dfeHv«i*flPitf  ttf^ttiisw^^^  mklM  of  impeach- 

ctienti  extiibit^iii^thfe'naffie  o^the  people  of  fing- 
land,  at  the  b^r  of*^^  House  of  tords,  $))ie  Com- . 
iqons  in^^diat^y,  pjr4)4;eed«d  tp  the  jtppoiptment  of 
m  c^tmaaU^  nAi^  jboiddi  pre^we  a^  reply.  ^Upoa  * 
thentohe'ofW&r.  Franeiibdtrgptit;  a  dtvisiotieh- 
stLBd^^At/ts^'^  Mes'fT.  This  circumstance  was 
highly  unacceptable  to  the  original  promoters  of 
th^  proseciM^i^o^  4iDd  <^M  for.tht  ar  most  animated 
retoonskaAce  on  the  piaFt  of  Mr.  Bafk)ei^he>  £sth«r 
of  thfe^'measere. 
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-When  tiie.maiii^rs  were  about  to  be  nbminai^ 
ed,  Mr.  Fox  seized  that  opportuoity  to  move  that. 
tb^Dtme  of  this  ^n^eman  might  *be  added.  He 
epum^rated  the  different  qualities  which  he  deeitied^ 
r^qqisite  in  a  person  who  should  become  an  ac-- 
cuser  in  the  name  of  the  publicy  and  endeavoured 
t^Bhew  tl^^t  all  these  centered  in  the  gentleman  pro- 
posed by  him. 

""  In  such  a  character,  innocence  and  integrity  were  indispeOi* 
s^le  ingredients.    It  was  necessary  also  that  he  who  preferred : 
an  accusation  against  another,  should  hinaself  be  blamele^^  and* 
^is  reputation  unsHspected.     That  this  was  the  case  with.  )Vir, . 
Francis  was  universally  known.     He  had  been  selected  a  pi^ia- 
irffentary  delegate  to'India  in  the  yeat  1^7^ »  in  consequence  of  the 
jr^utation  he  bore.     He  had  returneS  with  the  approbation*  and 
cftduknoe  of  the  £ast  India  company ;.  and  the  testimony  .of  his- 
fiiend^  w^  conrobomted  and  coniirnaed  py,  that  of  his  enemies. 

."  5y  a  steady  hostility  to  the  malversation  of  others,  he  had* 
provoked  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  his  own  conduct.     IJad  any 
ao^  of  delinciueilcy  been  discoverable  in  him,  they  must  long'since 
have  been  brought  before  the  public. 

'♦'  Ft  was  fit  that  an  accuser  sboi^RTpdssess'  talents^    What  the 
flataral  abilities  of  Mr.  Francis  wag,^  it  were  aeedfesii  tojit^te  in  a 
place  where  they  were  so  well  known.  .  ,Wkal  were  his  acquired 
abilities  on  jhe  Subject  of  tJie  pro^putign,,  nmst  be  equally  jevi-  , 
deiit  from  A4  6pporrctnities  he  !haa  ^hjoyed.    It  was  much  to 
haiv^  beet^^  India  ^  it  was'nAucfa  to  have  been  acquainted  with' 
thf  ^v^ibns  .and  tergivisn^tions-tirtdisr  wltich  Mr.  Hastings  had 
k^€»^a<5Cu$tomed  to  screen  his  obiiqtiitips.    Thare  were  but.  few 
men  from  that  quarter  who  .would  dare  to -assume  the  character  , 
of  an  accuser,  or  whose  own  conduct  would  stand  the  test  of  jea-  . 
^Ity,  \ ' 

.  **  Litetly,  he  conceived  tiat  It  was  libless  requisite  in  an  accidsery  * 
that  h^jshould  entertain  no  partiality  in  favour  of  the  accused  y: 
that  he  should  not  be  indifferent  to  the  end  of  the ,  prosecutloay.  ■. 
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mnd  that  he  should  be  animated  with  an   hobest  indignation 
.  against   the  crimes  and  the  criminal,  whom  he  attempted  to 
bring  to  justice. 

*'  li  Mr.  Francis  were  disposed  to  cherish  enmity  to  Mr.  Hat- 
tings,  it  was  not  a  private,  bat  a  public  enmity  >  a  dislike  not 
founded  on  antipathy  to  his  person,  but  in  a  just  sense  of  the  crimet 
h^  had  committed,  and  the  trust  he  bad  abused.'' 
,  Towards  the  conclusion,  Mr.  Fox  entered  i«to  an  euiojfium on  the 
conduct  of  this  gentleman,  relative  to  his  plans  for  the  government 
x)f  our  Asiatic  settlements,  and  observed :  **  If  ever  India  should  b« 
.well  governed,  if  the  corruptions,  that  had  prevailed  in  that  country 
should  ever  be  corrected,  their  discovery  was  to  be  imputed  to  i 
Mr.  Francis.  He  had,  with  infinite  application  and  ability; 
.brought  forwaru  the  abuses  of  the  East  India  administration  to  the 
notice  of  this  country.  By  means  of  his  local  and  personal  kxiow- 
ledge,  he  had  developed  the  w  hole  mystery  of  corruption;  He 
had  enforced  it  on  the  conviction  of  the  house  j  he  had  persuaded 
an  unwilling  evidence,  for  no  man  was  willing  to  become  an  ac- 
cuser. Would  the  house,  now  that  they  had  adopted  the  accus'a- 
tion,  and  made  it  their  own,  prevent  its  author  from  supporting  it 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  where  he  only  could  support  it 
with  effect?" 

,  Mr,  Wintih;§ini,  another  of  the.  managers^  fol* 
lowed  Mr.  Fox^  and  delivered  his  sentiments  on  the 
same  subject.  n 

He  observed,  "  That  in  all  judicial  proceedings  the  truth  was 
to  be  discovered  through  the  contention  and  opposition  of  the  par- 
ties, or  their  advocates.  It  was,  perhapsjj  by  confounding  the 
functions  of  a  witness  and  an  accuser,  tfiat  members  were  induced 
to  entertain  so  ill-founded  an  idea,  as  that  private  resentment  un- 
fitted a  man  for  the  character  of  an  accuser.  Even  a  witness  was 
not  disqualified  for  partiality  5  for,  in  fact,  every  witness  was  ia 
»ome  degree  partial  5  and  if  the  judge  perceived  in  him  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  animosity,  he  only  heard  him  with  the 
more  caution,  and  questioned  him  with  the  greater  strictness. 
^*  But  did  Mr.  Francis  really  labour  under  that  icbpresdon?  He 
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.^;ouldsee4:iOTea$Qn  to  imagine  it^  unless  the  ntces&s^ssbxmtqaeaat 
jol  B,  duel  was  p^^tual  enmity^  Would  a  private  kidividual^liavi^ 
a  law-suit  with  another,  and  that  other  &stening  a  qiaarcel  lapoa 
i^im,  ixomediately^  on  that  account,  relinqmh  bis  cause^  and  give 
jlip  his  property  ?  Mr.  Windham  bq^ed  that  uo  ojie  would  pKeten* 
jto.arguej  that  it  would  be  ];nore  incumbent  vher^  the  person  ^was 
only  a  trustee  for  fgiother.  This  w^  Mr.  Francis's  case;  he  hat 
lieen  entrusted  by  thepubliCj  he  saw  the  public  wronged  by  Mr. 
j|iasti|:ig8»  and  he  determined  to  do  justice  to  his  loasiters,  by  faringk- 
jng  the  deUoquent  ;tp  an  account  for  fa\s  maiirersation.  The  >de^ 
^in^uc^tijiiar^ed  with  hlcn«  and  they  fou^t  $  and  for  that  rea- 
^n>.m/erely  because  a  private  injury  was  superadded  to  public  «l^ 
f^CQS,  ttie  public  were  to  k^  tlie  means  jo£  ibnngtng  to  punisii* 
inent  ^he  pe|:9p^  >yJ^Q  h^  viQlft^  the  intst  they  had  repo^pd  ui 

Mr.  Pitt  l^avin^  p1)9«r\ed,  '' tljat  ih^  qqejsfcioi;!,  w 
Jiis  opipion^  was  a  question  of  feieliiig,  aftdiwt  jof 
argument/'  and  that  lie  was  di&inclincd  '^  to  ap- 
point a$  a  fepresentative  of  th«  House  of  Cominon$> 
the  only  member  who  bad,  on  a  formef  occasion, 
been*  engaged  in  a  personal  cpntest  with  the  ac- 
cused/' ]VIr.  Burke  ridiculed  these  allegations  with 
considerable  force  and  effect. 

*'  Was  it  fit  or  becoming  in  tlie  character  of  a  legislator,  qn  a 
great  and  important  question,  to  say  that  his  feelings  were  bq 
much  hurt,  that  he  found  himself  compelled  to  abandon  investi,- 
gation  and  argument,  that  he  might  not  violate  his  delicacy? 
What  was  delicacy  \  It  was  but  a  term,  ip  which  no  definite  id^j 
bad  been  found.  It  was  at  best  but  a  superadded  flower  to  yjr- 
tie,  an  ornament,  the  absence  or  the  presence  of  which  was  ^UK? 
indifferent  to  the  substance.  Delicacy  and  feeling  ?night  be  veiy 
proper  terms  tQ  express  the  sensations  arising  from  the  exertio^^ 
of  an  Opera  singer,  but  they  were  an  insult  to- the  solepjnity  and 
jaag^tude(rfparli^eiTtary  delibera,^on.**  ..    . 
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After  Mr.  Sheridan  lilsid  also  attacl^d  the  Pre- 
ttier on  the  same  subject^  and  Mr.  Dundas  reluc^ 
tantly  expressed  his  assent  to  the  liomination^  Mr, 
Francis  himself  arose. 

H^  relttarked,  ''that  he  had  attended  the  debate  very  much 
against  his  inGllnation,  although  he  could  not  with  propriety  hav6 
ivoided  it.  It  teas  incumbent  on  him  to  appear^  and  be  ready  to 
answer  to  any  thing,  which  id  the  judgment  g(  the  house  might 
have  called  for  explanation.  But  he  now  found  that  the  objec- 
tion turned  upon  no  imputation  against  his  character,  no  suspi- 
cion upon  his  actions,  but  merely  on  a  point  of  honour.*" 

He  then  entered  into  a  review  of  his  conduct  respecting  Mr. 
^Hastings  stnce  his  return  to  England,  seven  yean  before,  when  hfe 
had  been  almost  immediately  called  upon  to  give  evidence  before 
9  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Could  he,  without  trea? 
chery  to  the  public,  have  refused  every  information  in  his  power } 
if  not,  the  single  question  was,  in  what  form  did  it  become  Kim 
to  act  ?  In  the  character  of  an  evidence  only  ?  Would  that  have 
been  a  part  to  which  no  enmity,  no  malice  could  have  been  im^ 
puted  ?  Would  it  have  been  honourable,  in  him  to  stail^  aloof  and 
hide  himself,  while  in  fact  be  supplied  the  information,  flifnishecl 
the  materiajs,  and  prompted  the  prosecution  1 

**  Was  he  thought  to  have  acted  dishonotlrabJ)^,  because  h^ 
declared  himself  the  responsible  accuser  of  Mr.  blastings ;  becausH 
be  avowed  his  principles,  and  hazarded  all  the  consequences  of  ob- 
loquy, retaliation,  and  revenge,  which  a  public  prosecutor  must 
encounter,  but  which  a  secret  and  sln^lking  accusfer  might  easily 
avoid  ?  t{6  did  not  niean  to  say,  that  the  circumstance  (^  his  havr 
ing  a  duel  Ivith  Mr.  Hastings  had  never  occt^rfed  to  him  as  an  obi 
jfection,  which  might  possibly  have  weig'lit  with  others,  although 
to  him  it  appeared  of  no  consequ^nb^.  He  had  originally  advised 
pn  ihe  subji^ct  with  Sir  William  Draper  j  hits  condudt  had  beeii 
more  recently  approved  by  General  Burgoyne ;  men  who  mighf 
be  supposed  to  be  no  mean  judges  ori  a  potpt  of  honour." 

He  added,  *'  ib^t  \^hile  he  lamented  the  consequenoei  6(SL\t^i 
tlwt  should  iiiilude  hir^  ^rom  'any  share  in  ih4  «npi»chmeiif  h( 
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Mr.  Hastipgs,  he  trustc4  that  qo  ope  ^ould  think  it  po^ible  thtt 
he  meant  to  solicit  the  house  to  alter  their  resolution.  He,o\vql 
every  assistance  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Burke,. in  the  task  he  had  un- 
dertaken ;  but  exclusively  of  that  consideration,  whf.t  could  be 
desire  better  than  tp  be  absolved,  without  disgrace,  from  any 
fiirther  concern  ia  thU  toilsome,  invidious,  and  most  untbankftd 
office?" 

The  house  having  divided  on  the  question^  the 
^?/e5  in  favour  of  Mr.  Francis  were  62,  and  the 
Noes  12^,  on  which  the  name  of  Mr.  Frederic 
Montague  was  substituted. 

But  this  oqly  afforded  ^  new  opportunity,  to  ex- 
hibit the  merit  and  consequence  of  that  gentleman^ 
for  a  letter*  was  soon  after  addressed  to  him  by  Mr. 

*  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Managers  of  the  Im* 
peachment,  to  Philip  -Francis,  Esq»  dated  Committee  Room, 
J^ouse  of  Commons,  Dec  16, 17^7* 

''Sir, 

"  There  is  nothing  in  tjie  orders  of  the  house  which  prevents  us 
from  resorting  to  your  assistance  3  and  we  should  shew  very  little 
Regard  to  our  honour,  to  our  duty,  or  to  the  effectual  execution  of 
gur  tru?t,  if  we  omitted  any  means  that,  are  left  in  our  power  tq 
obtain  the  most  beneficial  use  of  it. 

*'  An  exact  local  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  i^engal  is  ^-cqviisi^e 
lA  every  step  of  ouf  proceedings  5  and  it  j^  necessaty  that  our  infor- 
matior^  shpuld  c.opie  from  sources  not  pply  competent  but  unsus- 
pected. We  l^^ve  perused,  a^  our  duty  has  often  led  us  to  do, 
with  great  attention,  ^h^  records  of  the  company,  during  the  tim^ 
in  which  you.executed  the  important  office  committed  to  you  by 
l^arliamcnti  and  our  good  opinion  of  you  has  grown  in  exact  pro- 
portion to  the  minuteness  and  accuracy  of  our  researches.  We 
iave  found  that  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  you  fully  answered  the  ends 
qf  your  arduous  delegation.  An  exact  obedience  to  the  authority 
placed  o^r  you  by  the  laws  of  your  country,  wise  and  steady  prii^«» 
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fiurke;  signed  by  all  the  managers,  requesting  hjs 
assistance  and  advice  in  the  important  business  oh 
which  they  were  then  engaged. 

ciples  of  government,  an  inflexible  integrity  in  yourself,  andm 
firm  resistance  to  all  corrupt  practices  in  others,  crowned  by  ao 
uniform  benevolent  attention  to  the  rights,  properties^  and  welfare 
of  the  natives  (the  grand  leading  object  in  yo  r  appointment)  ap- 
pear eminently  throughout  those  records.  Such  a  conduct,  so  tried, 
acknowledged,  and  recorded,  demands  our  fullest  confidence. 

"  These,  Sir,  are  the  qualities,  and  this  is  the  conduct  on  your 
part,  on  which  we  ground  our  wishes  for  your  assistance.  On 
'what  we  are  to  ground  our  right  to  make  any  demand  upon  you, 
we  are  more  at  a  loss  tq  suggest.  Our  sole  titles,  we  are  sensible,** 
are  to  be  found  in  the  public  exigenci^,  and  in  your  public  spirit. 
Permit  us.  Sir,  to  call  for  this  further  service  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  India,  for  whona  your  parental  care  has  been  so  long 
distinguished,  and  in  support  of  whose  cause  you  have  encountered 
so  many  diti^culties,  vexations,  and  dangers. 

*'  We  have  expressed  sentiments  in  which  we  are  unanimous,  and 
which,  with  pride  and  pleasure,  we  attest  under  all  our  signatures, 
entreating  you  to  favour  us  as  frequently  as  you  can,  with  your  as- 
^stance  in  the  committee ;  and  you  shall  have  due  notice  of  the 
days  on  which  your  advice  and  instructions  may  be  more  particu- 
larly necessary.    We  have  fhc  honour  to  be, 

'^  With  the  roost  perfect  respect.  Sir, 
'»  Yoiir  most  faithful  and  obliged  humble  servants, 
"  EDMUND  BURKE,  Chairman. 
Charles  James  Fox,     Maitland, 
R.  B.  Sheridan,  Dudley  Long, 

Thomas  P^lham,  John  Burgoyne, 

W.  Windham,  Geo.  Aug.  North, 

Gilbert  Elliot,  St.  Andrew  St.  John. 

Charles  Grey,  Richard  Fitzpatrick, 

William  Adam,  Roger  Wilbraham, 

John  Anstruther,         Jdbn  Courtenay, 
M.  A.  Taylor,  James  Erskine." 
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tt  wu  olMrved,  **  th^re  wasi^oUdng  m  the  ordns^tbe  fiocKi^ 
^Commons  that  preveuted  this  application,  and  they  would  siiow 
little  regard  to  their  honour^  their  duty«  and  the  effectual  execu>r 
tion  of  their  trust,  if  they  neglected  the  means  that  were  left  in  their 

till  ■       II       ,11     I  !■       ■       -.11  I      I  I  I      I    ,1       ii     Vi 

JfirlJrfact  if  9k  €iU>en  EUiotU  fndw  Lord  Minto  and  Oc^xriier-^ 
imul  ^/'Bengal)  ipe^^,  ^n  "hidein^s  if^fii^t  tlm>tfi  %^afm  ifl^ 

**  I  would  do  much,  Sir,  at  this  time,  and  in  a  cause  in  which  t 
am  not  ashamed  to  own  it,  to  court  the  favour  of  this  assembly  an(j 
ef  power  >  but  I  will  not,  even  in  these  circumstances,  refraia 
^m  saying,  that  the  disposition  of  this  house,  and  of  those  who 
#  )ttve  much  weight  in  this  place,  and  much  authority  in  this  coun* 
Uy>  towards  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Francis)  J  have  alf 
hided,  does  no  credit  to  the  house,  to  goveriament,  or  to  any  indn 
vid«al  to  whom  the  observation  can  apply. 

*^  It  feut  ill  evinces  any  just  or  sound  vievir  of  the  principles  oij 
which  public  men  are  to  be  countenax^ed  ^d  supported,  to  seQ 
cvjery  consideration  which  cou|d  giy^  ^lendour  to  a  ^iiatecter, 
which  should  excite  admiration,  comnoand  applausei  honour^  ati4 
reward^  which  should  draw  the  ^^teful  thanic«,  and  l»nd  the 
I^earts  of  his  country  and  mankind,  all  yield  and  fall  before  thf 
most  unfounded,  the  most  petty,  and  capricious  prejudices,  pre- 
judices the  most  entirely  personal,  and  tlie  least  connected  witli 
any  manly,  rational,  or  hono^raVle  estimate  of  character,  that  ever 
disgraced  the  wayward,  choice  or  antipathies  eve^  of  children. 

**  Sir,  I  do  not  hope  to  correct  the  vice  I  am  lamenting  j  but  I 
have  a  right  to  speak  my  m^nd  of  it  j  and  inconsiderable  as  I  am, 
I  know  that  the  justice  of  this  rebuke  will  give  it  weight. 

'*  Another  cause  for  my  concern  at  this  disposition  of  the  housq 
towards  my  honourabie  friend  is,  that  it  is  a  heavy  discouragement 
to  the  hopes  of  reforna,  and  of  beneftt  to,  Jjo^a,  that  we  should  ye% 
be  so  far  removed  from  the  sound  and  efficieiit  principle  of  that  re- 
form, which  1  have  endeavoured  to  shew  on  another  occasion, 
consists,  above  all,  in  a  just  discriminatioQ  between  merit  an4 
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^0!vm^  ^'^«db  lopol  •kocm'kri^  i6f  ih^  affiiin  t€  SengAl,  inns 
I^OJS^iiiOt^.iA  evei^  stbp  of  ihelr . proceedings,  mid  It  wk&tsiXfm^ 
iktki  ti^sk  iaformfttton  abould  oxse  fam  somces^  not  cnrljcoiiipe* 
Aentbattmsiispecfeil.     .  ,      .    . 

UlipNll^pfi  I •     I      I      I ""    ■        '■  »'  Ill 

jniscoadttGt>  md  in  a  $leady  disiribntion  at  home  of  honoiir  eoi 
f^w9xi  to  those  who  have  done  their  <ki^  abroad^  as  of  di^giacb 
^  pumsbment  ^o  the  ^isehedieiKse  and  crkoes  of  others. 

''  If  ibe  i&eiabftrs  of  this  hoia^e  be  indeed  to  little  read  m  ihek 
4tttie$,or  he{>F^arad  to  sacrifice  their  most  sacMdohtigatioiis  to 
^tialitic^>  wbich>  although  still  I  fiizx,  at  the  bottom  of  Ihak 
4)earts^  am  sui^m  they,  we  jiM^l;  a^)aa>ed  to  avow  5  all  I  can  sfy 
is>  that  for  one,  I  am  determined,  here,  in  the  very  seatasd  centoC 
of  what  I  think  this  criminal  disposition,  to  withdraw  myself  at 
Jeast  frQm  all  su^pidon  of  partakrug  m  its  guilt* 

*'  In  delivering  tny  opinion  of  my  honourable  friend,  I  am  not 
60  madly  vain  as  to  think  it  can  add  any  thing  to  his  honours ;  it  is 
fo  dotnysetf  honotir^  that  1  say  here  whatl  have  often  said  els©- 
ivhere,  that  of  all  the  gretft  and  considemblo  men  whom  thii 
country  pos$f«sep>  Ihem  is  net  one  in  the  eaaf^e  who  hm  ackdni 
so  much  beyood  all  question,  who  ^au  show  a  title  so  tho£cm^3J|r 
authenticated,  as  this  gentleman,  to  the  admiration,  the  thanks, 
the  reward,  the  love  of  his  country,  and  of  the  world.  If  I  am 
adked  fqajwoof,  1  say,  tlie  book  of  his  life  is  open  before  y6il;  It 
has  been  read,  it  has  been  ei^amiDed  in  every  lin^  by  the  dfligeiilt 
inqjoisitton/  the  seai<ching  eye,  pf  malice  and  envy..  Hat  a  singk 
blot  been  found  ? .  Is  ,th^re  one  page  .which  has  not  been  traced  bf 
Virtue  and  by  Wisdom  ?— Virtue,  Sir,  not  of  the  cold  and  neutral 
quality,  which  is  contented  to  avoid  reproach  by  skrinking  from 
action,  and  is  the  best  ally  of  vice — but  virtue  fervent,  full  of  ar* 
dour,  1^  energy,  o#  effect:  wisdom.  Sir,  not  the  mere  flash  ef  ge- 
niifi  and  of  talents^  though  these  aae  not  wanting ;  btit  wisdom  itv 
formed,  deliberate,  and  profound.,  2  know.  Sir,  the  warmth  im^ 
puted  to,  nay  possessed  by  that  character  3  it  is  a  warmth  which 
does  but  burnish  ^11  his  other  virtues.  His  heart  is  warm,  his 
jadjgraent  is  cool,  and  thfe  latter  of  iheSe  features  none  will  ieny, 
exee^  ij^se^  who  have  not  examided,  or  wish  to  dbbeliete  h:** 
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.  ''They bad  pcnued  with  great  attention  die  records  c^  the 
•company,  and  they  had  found  there  inculcated,  oo  the  fiart  of  Mr. 
•Francis,  wise  and  steady  principles  of  gorentment,  an  exact  obe- 
dience to  the  aathority  placed  over  \mxu  ^^  inflexible  integrity  in 
Umsdf,  and  a  firm  mistance  to  att  corrupt  practices^in  other*; 
crowned  by  that  mniform  benevolent  attention  to  the  rights,  pro** 
perties,  and  welfare  of  the  natives,  which  had  been  the  leadii^ 
object  in  his  appointment.  Snch  a  conduct,  so  tried,  aeknow^ 
'4edged,  and  recorded,  demanded  their  fullest  confidence;  and 
-such  were  the  qoalities  that  had  excited  their  wish  for  his  assist- 
ance. They  were  all  unanimous  in  the  sentiments  they  expressed, 
and  had  therefore  pleasure  and  pride  in  attestingthem  under  their 
Mgaatures.-' 

^  The  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings  is  as  yet  too  recent  for 
animadversion.  Never  were  so  many  able,  mea  em- 
ployed before,  in  bringing  a  supposed  criminal  to 
justice;  never  were  greater  abilities  displayed,  or 
greater  bopes  entertained,  or  more  sanguine  expec- 
tations blasted.  Nevcp  was  any  accusation,  origi- 
nally, more  popular,  or  perhaps  more  just;  never 
did  any  prosecution,  towards  its  conclusion^.becomie 
more  indifferent,  nay  more  odious;  and  who- 
ever may  have  been  to  ■  blame,  the  fact  is,  that 
an  impeachment  of  seven  years  duration  seemed  tp 
violate  not  only  all  the  feelings  of  mankind^  but 
every  principle  of  criminal  jurisprudence. 

About  this  period  the  public,  in  consequence  of 
soxae  gross  and  unqualified  instances  of  abuse^  be- 
eame  alive  to  its  own  immediate  interests,  and  called 
aloud  for  a  reform  in  Parliament.  Most  of  those 
lately  in  office  joined  in  the  proposition,  and  Mr. 
iFrancis,  in  conjunction  with  them  and  many  other 
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resectable  ^  persons^  evinced  an  earnest  wish  for 
sinih  a  change  as  might  be  bottomed  on  the  original  - 
pchiciples  of  that  constitution^  which  it  was  intend* 
ed-jg  rescue  from  corruption^— His  jscal  on  that  oc*-^ 
c^ion  was  pot  exerted  with  impunity^  for  it  wai. 
alike  rem^nbered  and  misrepresented ;  nor  was  the  v 
wound  less  keeu^  because  it  proceeded  from  the^ 
hknd  of  a  mati^  with  whom  he  had  once  lived  in 
the  mo^t  unreserved   habits   of  friendship.     This , 
charge^   how.eyeii.  was  replied    to,    and    refuted, 
through  the  medium  of  a  periodical  publication.^    ■ 
■fiM   -  ,  ';m    , , : ;_ 

^  Copt/  of  a  letter  from  Philip  Francis,  Esq. 

":    .     ,     .  St.  James  S'Square,  Feb.  20,  I7gf.      ; 

^'  In  the  7lst  page  of  a  printed  letter  from  Mr,  Burke  to  tha  - 
Duk^  of  Portland,  without  a  date,  1  fkxl  the  following  assertions  9 

*'  'Some of  thes^ gentlemen,  who  fiave  attacked  the  House  of 
CppimocVB,  lean  to  a  representation  of  the  people  by  the  headj  , 
that  is,  to  individual  representation.  None  of  them,  that  I  recoU 
lept,  except  Mr.  Fox,  directly  rejected  it.  It  is  remarkable,  how- 
ever, tl^at  he  only  rejected  it  by  simply  declaring  an  opinion  :  he 
let  all^the  argumejits  go  against  his  opinion.  All  the  proceedings 
and.arguments  of  his  reforming  friends  lead  to  individual  represen- 
tation, and  to  nothing  else.  It  deserves  to  be  attentively  obserwd, 
that  this  individual  representation  is  thcj  €nly  plan  of  their  reform 
wh^cti  has  been  explicitly  proposed.  * 

"  And  in  page  81, 1  am  named  as  one  of  a  phaianx,  to  whom 
not  o^ly  these  views,  proceedings,  arguments,,  and  plans  of  parlia- 
mentary reform  are  imputed,  but  who  had  thought  proper  to  treat 
hip^  as  a  deserter,  as  if  he  had  sworn  to  live  and  die  in  our  French 
principles.  1  believe  I  shall  sufficiently  clear^nyself  from  these 
Jniputations  by  declaring,  as  1  do  :— 

''  Ut,  That  having  been  a  member  of  the  society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  and  having  had  i  share  in  the  conduct  •f  their  pro- 
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ttood  for  Tewk«sliui7>^  in  ooi9«Mtioii  mthi  Mk.  . 
Moom     Oa  this  occasios^  lb«7>  ewteinrowed  im 


ceedfogsi  I'knov  netoflimj  act>  order,  rwc^ritt^  propomikiti^ 
imtioQ^  or  piDceodin^ a6aiijf  hkmd,  in  titti  tfltlBqi»  m  fiuroop oC 
iiKUvidoa]  or  univeriiakrepres^Bta&ioD. 

''  t^.  That  I  an)  naerally  certain^  tbAt>  if  407  motion  to  that 
effect  had  been  proposed,  it  would  h^v^  been  rejected  by  a  very, 
great  majority  of  the  whole  society. 

«*  3d,  Thatj  if  it  had  been  possible  fbrsucta  mqtibn'toyievail^ 
I  wovdd  h^n  quitted  the  saokt^,  and  oppcsedtthaitip»atfe6da»gt< 

"4th,  That  in  fact  a  very  different  priq<;^iple  of  reform^  an4- 
incompatible  with  that  imputed  to  US9  viz.  by  extendin^^  the  right 
of  voting  to  all  householders  paying  parochial  taxes,  and  stopping 
there^  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  society  on  the  gth  of  April, 

'*5ih.  That  on  the  3t)th'Mijr,  1795-,  tbesddety  tnrtaiiinaotisljr*^ 
approved^  of  a  plan  formed' by  me  on  this  princlpUr,  and'  recom- 
mended It  to  the  consid'eratloii  of  thepubiicj  afld  that  this  gtia 
was  published  in  all  the  ne\<rspapers. 

"  etb.  That  I'have,  on  all  occasieits,  resistfed'alia'reiJrbbat^d  t6' 
the  utmost  of  my  power  theid^a  of  individual  or  ^universal  rejfre* 
sentation,  particulj^riy  at  a  meeting  of  tte  sbeifety  on  the  Sth  of 
March,  1794,  at  whicl/  Teipressly  treated:  it  as  a^angert^  cKU 
ntera,  setvp-on  purpose  to  delude  the  lower  clamts  ofiKepeopU. 

*' In  the  House  of^  Gbmmons,  on  the  23d  of  Jdntiary,  Ij^g?; 
the  following  words  make  part  of  my  answer  to'the"  Attomey-*- 
General; — 

"  'With  respect  t6  universal*  representation,  andalf  th6  djlit- 
gers  and  all  theTcproaches  attached  to  it;  I'ltlttst  say,  th^tr^think* 
the  learned  gentl(iman  ought  to  be  carefiil  to  disthigursh  those  whb* 
profess  to  h'a^'e  sucK  a  scheme  in  contempl^ioti,  and  oth*ers  who  • 
reject  it  with  a  disapprobation  as  full  and  entire,  though' not  pfef^ 
haps  with  such  extravagant  horror  as  he  does.  H6  ought  to  have 
knowft  that  the  id^a'of  universal  representation  was  never  ebcou* 
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etkbUdt  the  &ftucliii»s  of  the  freamoft  wi  (ret^ 
hoIdei;%  "but  their  opponents^  who  advocated  thar 
exclusive  rights  of  Uie  housekeepen^  wece  returned. 


raged  or  countenanced  by  any  act  or  declaration  whatever  of  oaf 
association*    If  he  knows  any  thing  to  the  contrary^  V  call  upon 
him  now*-I  challenge  him  to  pdot  it  out,    Ofm^,  in^  p^icular* 
He  oiust  have  knawo«  and^  in  candour^  he  o^gbt  to  have  ackno^.^ 
l^dged^  that  it  is  oot  possible  for  any  man  to  go  further  than  | 
have  done>  to  reject,  to  resist,  and  to  explode  every  project  of 
that  nature,  and  every  principle  and  argument  set  up  to  support 
iti;  a  project^  however,  so  chimerical,  and  so  utterly  irapracd-*^ 
cable,  that  it.  is  8))p^rft¥)a9  to  load  it  with  chaiige^  of  danger  aqd; 
n^alignity.    Sut^  let  the  doctrine  I  allude  to  be  ever  so  mischiev« 
ous^  is  it  in  fact,  is  it  in  truth  the  real  object  of  all  the  apprehen« 
sions  and  terrors  which  are  said  to  be  excited  by  it  ? — I  do  not 
believe  it  j  I  do  not  believe  that  the  enemies  of  reform  are  so 
much  teqrifiedby  it  as  they  pretend  to  be.    They  know,  as  well' 
as  I  do,  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  visioi)  which  can  n^ver  be  realised. . 
No^  Sir.5  whatever  tbey  may  pretend,  this  is  not  the  true  groun;! 
of  their  uuieasiness.    It  is  the  reasonable,  the^noderate,  the  prac- 
ticable plan  which  really  fills  them  with  terror  and  anxiety* 
That,  perhaps,  might  be  accomplished  -,  the  other  never  can,  nor,  " 
if  it  were  evon  to  obtaia  for. a  moment,  could  it  possibly  subsist; 
and  I  am  c^iviaced,  that,  if  it  were  possible  to  drive  those  persons 
to  an  option,^  they  would  pr<f  £er  the  worst  to  the  best ;  because 
they  would  foresee  that  the  mischiefs  inevitable  in.  the  executioa 
of  such  a  scheme,  or  even  in  the  attempt,  would  determiae  every 
reasonable  man  ia  the  country  to  revert  and  subnut  to  the  pre* 
seat  systeqa ;  that  ia,  to  suffer  the  constitution  to  languish  and 
dissolve  in  its  corruptiQn,  ox  gradually  to  perish  by  decay,  rather 
than  to  e^coOuter  the  direct  and  positive  dangers  of  a. change  so  - 
violent  and  extreme,  ta  which  their  minds  would  oatoraliy  unites* 
the  certainty  of  instant  destruction/ 

'^  In  my  speech  on  the  slave  trade,  onjthe  lltb'Of  April,  1790^  '^ 
there  ii  the  foUowiag  passage ;— ^ 
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On  this^  they  presented  a  petition^  and  a  committee 
^as  nominated^  but  without  effect.     In  1803,  Mr. 
Fraucis  proved. more  fortunate,  haring  been  re-^ 
tuuied  fot-thcLborough  of  .Appleby  without  oppo- 
sitioOj  lind  without  expence. 

lu  conse<}uence  of  his  intimate  knowledgef  of 
the  affairs  of  the  East  India  company,  it  will  be 
naturally  supposed,  that  Mr.  Francis  has  let  no 
opportunity  slip  of  delivering  his  opinion  on  that 
subject.  When  Mr.  Dundas  was  accustomed  to 
bring  forward  his  annual  statements  to  the  house, 
and  boast  of  an  increasing  revenue  from  oiir  settle- 
ments in  Asia,  that  would  one  day  contribute  to ' 
the  payment  of  our  national  debt  in  Europe,  it  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  to  reply  to, 
and  confute  these  assertions,  which  are  bow  proved 
to  be  fallacious. 

In  1790,  in  particular,  after  listening  t6  a  de-* 
tailed  account  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  the  ba- 

'*  '  In  the  lowest  situations  of  life  the  people- know ' as  well  as 
we  do,  that  wherever  personal  industry  is  encouraged,  and  pro- 
perty protected,  there  must  be  inequalities  of  possession,  and  con* 
sequentiy  distinction  of  ranks.  Then  come  the  form  and  the  or- 
der, by  which  the  substance  is  at  once  defined  and  preserved. 
Distribution  and  limitation  prevent  confusion,  and  gQv^nment  by 
orders  is  the  natural  result  of  property  protected  by  freedom.  Take 
care  that  you  adhere  to  K  Where  the  few  possess  all,  and  the 
multitude  have  nothing,  there  is  no  government  by  orders.  Every 
thing  is  an  extremity,  and  nothing  in  gradation.*  '* 

*'  Whether  these  are  French  principles  or  not,  I  neither  know 
xu)^  care.    I  assert  that  they  are  mine. 

«  PHILIP  FRANCIS." 
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iaiice  of  which  constituted  an  exceeding  of 
^,147,815^  applicable  to  the  discharge  oftJebts 
^tid  purchase  of  intestments,  Mr.  Francis  rose  ip 
his  place^  aiid  the  speech  uttered  by  him  tended 
iiot  a  little  to  dissolve  the  fairj  ifisibn  of  Eastern 
prosperity, 

"  He  insisted  that  the  true,  the  proper,  atid  the  only  intellW 
gible  proof  of  the  propositions  in  question,  would  have  been  t6 
have  produced  a  short  and  simple  account  of  debts  paid  off,  of  an 
investment  purchased  with  a  surplus  of  revenue,  of  nett  profk 
upon  that  investment,  and  of  a  thriving,  happy;  industrious 
people  in  the  Indian  proVitices  under  pur  dominion • 

'*  What  signified  all  the  right  honourable  gentleman*8  arithm^ 
tie,  when  the  notorious  facts  were>  that  ^^e  had  no  return  from 
India,  but  a  returh  or  transfer  of  debts,  which  the  Company  could 
not  pay,  and  which  sooner  or  later  must  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of 
fengland,  when  the  Company,  instead  of  discharging  their  bondl^ 
and  clearing  therhselves  from  the  burthen  of  thcit  debts  at  homei 
tirere  every  year  coming  to  parliament  for  assistance,  for  leave  to  bor» 
tow  more  and  more  money,  for  an  authority  to  increase  their  capital, 
or  for  the  direct  power  of  the  legislature  to  protect  them  against 
their  creditors,  either  by  authorising  thfem  not  to  adcept,  or  not  t» 
pay  the  bills  they  had  accepted  5  and,  finally,  when  the  ktlert 
from  Lord  Cornwallis,  now  lying  on  the  table,  described  Bengal 
as  a  declining'and  almost  ruined  country. 

"  ks  a  proof  of  the  distress  of  the  Company's  affairs  at  horoe> 
and  the  poverty  of  their  treasury,  he  stated^  that  they  were  thea 
takitig  up  silver,  tin,  and  copper  upon  credit,  which  formerly  they 
used  to  pay  for  with  ready  money.  The  discount  upon  their  Ben- 
gal bonds  he  also  considered  as  another  symptom  of  distresSi 

"  With  regard  to  Bengal,  Mr.  Dundas  had  said,  that  the  jUimUidi 
being  collected  entire  was  a  proof  of  the  prosperity  of  a  country,  and 
tliat  thei'efore  Bengal  was  most  prosperous.  Neither  the  premises 
nor  the  inference  were  founded  on  fact,  since  an  oppressire  gsH 
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Temmeot  might  get  their  revenue  entire^  and  the  country  be  ne» 
vertbeless  rapidly  going  to  ruin. 

''  Mr.  Francis  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  what  Mr.  Dondas 
had  said  rtspet^g  the  reventie  arising  from  salt.  He  had  truly 
stated  salt  to  be  a  necessary  of  life  in  Bengal^  more  than  in  any  other 
country.  It  actually  was  so;  and  nature  seemed  to  have  con- 
sidered the  drcumstance^  as  it  hath  made  salt  one  of  the  cheapest 
manufactures  of  the  country.  They  could  get  it  there  for  next 
to  nothing,  if  an  oppressive  revenue  were  not  derived  from  it. 
The  late  Lord  Clive,  who  was  accused  of  having  established  a 
monopoly  of  salt^  had  expressly  provided,  *  That  the  jwice  of  salt, 
sold  by  the  Society  of  Trade,  ^should  never  exceed  200  rupees  per 
100  maundsi*'  and  Mr.  Bolts,  who  stretched  every  thing  to  the 
utmost  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  against  the  government  of 
Lord  Clive,  stated  500  rupees  per  100  maunds,  as  the  highest 
price  to  the  consumer. 

**  The  selling  prices  of  the  Company  at  Calcutta,  appeared  to 
bave  been  in  August,  1789,  about  300  Sicca  rupees  per  100 
maunds.  At  one  period  within  these  two  years,  the  price,  at  the 
Company's  salCi  had  got  up  to  the  enormous  amount  of  700  Sicca 
rupees  -,  upon  which  there  was  also  to  be  a  proportionate  increase 
for  profit  and  charges  on  the  retail. 

*'  But  supposing  the  final  retail  price  of  salt,  in  the  provinces, 
lo  be  700  Sicca  rupees  per  100  maunds,  it  would  then  cost  the 
consumer  twopence  three  farthings  per  pound  English.  Every 
individual  native  would,  as  long  as  it  is  possible  for  him  to  get  it, 
consume  half  a  chittac,  or  one  ounce  per  day  -,  consequently  a  fa- 
mily of  five  persons,  living  on  the  labour  of  one  man^  must  spend 
5-l6ths  of  twopence  three  farthings  in  salt,  or  ^bout  three  far- 
things a  day.  The  medium  price  of  labour  throughout  Bengal,  is 
one  aniia  and  half  per  day,  or  threepence  halfjpenny  English.  Con- 
sequently, when  he  has  paid  for  the  salt,  without  which  his  vege- 
table food  would  be  poison  to  him,  he  has  just  seven  farthpgs  a 
4ay  left  to  provide  hinjself,  a  wife,  and  three  children,  with  every 
other  necessary  of  life,  and  to  pay  some  rent  for  a  mud  house ; 
ttot  to  mention  any.  sdlowance  for  salt  for  his  cow^  if  be  has  one| 
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(of  >^itfcout  salt  the  cattle  in  that  country  cannot  exist  for  any  use- 
ful purpose. 

''  Mr.  Francis  concluded  with  some  observations  upon  the  letter 
of  Lord  Comwallis,  dated  2d  August,  ijsg  5  and  while  he  pointed 
out  again,  as  the  article  which  ought  to  be  encouraged,  he  se* 
verely  reprobated  the  extension  of  the  cultivation  of  opium> 
'  poppies,  in  every  sense  of  the  word^  being  the  most  noxious 
weeds  that  ever  grew.'  ** 

Meanwhile^  Mr.  Francis  suffered  no  opportu^ 
nity  to  pass  by,  without  reminding  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  nation,  of  the  impolicy  as  well 
as  injustice  of  the  frequent  wars  in  India.  Oq 
March  S4,  1804,  after  adverting  to  the  35th  clause 
of  the  24th  of  the  King,  viz.  *'  Whereas  to  pursue 
the  schemes  of  conquest  and  extension  of  domi- 
nion are  measures  repugnant  to  the  wish^  the  ho- 
nour, and  the  policy  of  this  nation^  &c."  he  enter- 
ed into  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  affairs  of 
India. 

*'  Since  the  Prohibitory  Act  passed  in  1784/*  says  he,  "  I  ap- 
peal to  the  house  whether  we  have  heard  of  any  thing  from  India 
but  war  and  conquest^  many  victories  and  great  acquisitions^ 
with  only  now  and  then  a  short  interval  of  repose,  to  take  breath 
and  begin  again.  There  is  another  ground  of  presumption  against 
the  necessity  and  justice  of  these  wars,  which  seems  to  me  as 
strong  and  conclusive  as  any  presumption  can  be  before  the  con- 
trary is  proved ;  I  meaui  Sir,  that  almost  all  these  wars  are  ^P^ 
posed  to  originate  in  acts  of  provocation  and  aggres^ioii  committed 
by  the  weak  against  the  strong. 

*'  The  strength  of  any  single  Itidian  state  at  any  thne,  and  now 
1  believe  of  all  of  them  put  together^  is  not  to  be  compared  to 
the  military  power  and  resources  of  the  English. 

^'  I  do  not  say  that  these  nations  have  no  means  of  defence,  or 
th^t  tibe  Mabrattas,  for  example,  Un  do  us  no  mischief  3  but 
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that,  considering  the  great  disparity  of  force,  it  requilts  verjr 
clear  evidence  to  make  it  credible,  that  whereas  the  disposition  of 
the  British  power  in  India  is  always,  if  possible,  to  preserve  the 
peace,  and  to  be  satisfied  -with  what  we  possess,  this  excellent  dis- 
position b  never  suffered  to  prevail,  because  the  Indian  princes 
are  so  restless  and  unruly,  that  we  cannot,  in  common  justice  to 
ourselves,  refrain  from  invading  them.  The  fiible  says— the 
fierce,  rebellious  lamb  would  never  suffer  the  mild,  gentle,  mode-* 
rate  wolf  to  be  quiet :  if  it  was  not  you,  it  was  your  father. 

"  Hiese  propositions  may  be  true,^  but  they  require  some 
proof ;  and,  when  the  proof  is  produced,  I  shall  desire  it  always 
to  be  observed  and  remembered,  that  the  evidence  which  comes 
before  us  is  ex  parte.  We  hear  little  or  nothing  of  what  the  op- 
posite, and  possibly  the  injured  party,  have  to  say  for  themselves. 

"  Ever  since  I  have  known  any  thing  of  Indian  affairs,  I  have 
found  that  the  prevailing  disease  of  our  governments  there  has 
been  a  rage  for  making  war.  The  strong,  though  inefiectual  re- 
medies which  have  from  time  to  time  been  applied  to  this  dis- 
order, are  a  sufficient  proof  of  its  existence.  That  individuals  may 
find  their  account  in  the'  conduct  of  such  wars,  I  do  not  mean  to 
dispute  5  but  I  deny  that  they  are  or  can  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
India  company,  or  the  nation,  particularly  in  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  Company*s  affairs.  In  these  circumstances,  and  in 
actual  possession  of  half  the  peninsula,  you  engage  in  a  new  war 
with  the  Mahrattas,  the  success  of  which  can  give  you  nothing 
but  an  addition  ^of  territory,  which  ^ou  cannot  keep  without  an 
in tderable  increase  of  your  military  establishments,  and  a  perpe- 
tual drain  of  all  your  resources,  of  men  as  well  as  money,  and 
which  you  ought  not  to  keep  if  yOu  could.  Whether  the  Mah- 
rattas have  united  in  defence  of  their  country,  or  tp  carry  the  w^r 
into  the  heart  of  our  best  provinces,  as  they  have  done  in  former 
times,  or  with  what  fosfi  or  ezpence  our  success  against  them  may 
have  been  purchased,  are  questions  pn  which  we  are  utterly  in  the 
dark.  By  public  report  alone  we  are  iRformed,  that  a  war  of 
great  extent  at  least,  and  liable  to  many  important  ponsequencesi 
is  now  carrying  on  in  India,  and  that  no  information  cf  ifbas  been 
cooununicated  to  parliament." 
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He  then  concluded  ifvith  a  call  for  papers  relative 
to  the  hostilities  subsisting  between  the  English 
presidencies  and  the  Mahrattas,  but  on  the  decla- 
ration of  Lord  Castlercagh,  ^^  that  the  government 
wds  not  in  possession  of  the  circumstances  which 
preceded  the  rupture/'  he  withdrew  his  motion. 

A  few  days  after  this  (May  3, 1801)  he  opposed 
the  proposition  ''  that  the  thanks  of  the  house  be 
given  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley,  and  to  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  concerned  in  achieving  our  late 
successes  in  India^  &c/^  on  the  principle^  that  th« 
terms  werie  so  worded,  as  to  inclbde  an  approbation 
0f  the  causes  of  the  wa:r. 

"  The  noble  lord  (Castlereagb)/'  said  he^  "  talks  with  tri- 
umph and  exultation  of  the  rapid  progress  of  our  arms,  and  the 
knmense  acquisitions  of  territory  we  have  made  in  the  Guzzerat 
and  elsewhere.  He  forgets  that  the  positive  law  of  thV  countr>', 
founded  on  the  best  considered  principles  of  policy  and  justice, 
and  confirmed  by  the  advice  of  every  man  in  this  country  whose 
authority  deserves  to  be  regarded,  forbids  any  further  acquisition 
of  territor}'  in  India.  Prima  facie,  a  British  governor,  who  makes 
war  for  the  acquisition  of  territory,  offends  a^inst  the  law,  and 
is  bound  to  justify  himself  on  the  case  before  he  can  be  ac- 
quitted, 

^'  On  the  whole.  Sir,  it  is  my  opi|iion  that  this  motion  of  thank* 
to  Lord  Wejlesley  ought  to  be  deferred.  I  have  no  personal  ob- 
ject to  obtain,  or  even  a  wish  to  gratify,  in  the  part  I  have  taken 
on  this  subject,  unless  it  is  to  preserve  the  consistepcy  of  my  own 
icharacter,  and  to  adhere  to  the  principles  with  which  I  set  out  in 
the  government  of  India,  and  from  which  J  never  have  de- 
parted. 

'^  Thanks  gxv^n  without  knowledge  or  deliberation  do  no  ho- 
nour to  those  who  give,  or  to  those  who  receive  them.  They  have 
Jio  root,  mid  cannot  live.    Let  the  evidence  come  before  us.    Let 
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Ihe  noble  lord*8  conduct  be  examined,  and  then  if  it  should  appesF 
that  the  war,  iq  which  India  is  involved,  was  not  voluntary  <m 
his  part  5  that  it  was  founded  in  justice  and  necessity,  I  shall  be 
as  ready  as  any  man  to  join  in  the  thanks  proposed  by  this  mo- 
tion. The  thanks  of  the  House  of  Ck)mmon8,  founded  on  due 
examination,  and  including  all  the  considerations  that  belong  to 
the  question,  will  then  proceed  with  dignity.  Their  impression 
will  be  deep,  and  their  effect  lasting.  I  therefore  think  that  the 
motion  ought  to  be  postponed." 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1805,  Mr.  Francis 
moved  for  an  enquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  war 
with  Jesswunt  Rao  Holcar ;  and  on  Friday,  April 
5th,  he  wished  ip  pledge  the  house  once  more  to 
a  declaratioa  o^gainst  w^rs  if^  India  for  the  sake  of 
conquest. 

In  the  coiirse  of  hk  very  ;jible  speech  on  this  oc» 
casion,  Mr-  Fraqcis  gave  the  following  historiica) 
detail  relative  to  our  Asiatic  possessions, 

*'  fhe  origin  of  our  ponnection  wifh  India,  ^d  the  foundation 
of  our  establishment  there,  ^as  comiperci^.  Appearing  in  the 
character  of  merchai^ts,  and  for  many  years  assuming  no  other, 
we  were  repeived  by  the  native  princes,  not  only  with  hospitality 
^d  protiec^on^  but  \(rith  exp^prdinary  &vour  and  encourage- 
ment *,  and  certainly,  as  far  as  thp  commercial  interests  of  their 
subjects  or  their  qw^  were  concerned,  they  acted  wisely. 

"  In  the  natural  coiirse  of  things^  it  is  not  possible  p  open  a 
^-ade  pf  any  kind  bejtween  India  and  Europe,  without  making  it 
a  chai^nel  of  progt  and  ap  in£ux  of  wealth  to  India.  Compara- 
tively speaking,  Indi^,  and  pspecially  Bengal,  sells  eyery  thing  to 
foreign  nations,  ai?d  buy§  very  little.  In  this  intercourse  witi^ 
!^urope,  the  native  princes  saw  and  understood  their  immjediate 
advaiTitagp.  fheir  cpmn^ercial  eyp  was  pppn  ^  but  (heir  political 
pye  was  shut.  They  saw  th^t  the  balance  of  foreign  trade  wa$ 
^^^ei^ely  in  their  iavour  5  l^ut  thejr  did  not  foresee  thp  &ta| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SIR  PHILIP  FRANCIS.  71 

^ensequence  of  granting  to  foreign  merchants  a  ^tationdry  esta* 
t^ishmenit  in  their  country. 

'*  Hie  ccmduct  of  another  Eastern  nation^  in  similar  circam* 
stances^  exhibits  an  example  of  «oitnder  poricy.  The  Chioe# 
will  never  suffer  us  to  have  a  footing  in  China.  On  this  subject 
their  own  institutions  are  wise^  and  they  know  how  we  have  acted 
in  India.  FnDm  factories  to  fortifications^  from  fortifications  to 
garrisons^  from  garrisons  to  armies,  and  from  armies  to  conquest^ 
the  gradations  were  natural,  and  the  result  inevitable.  For  my 
present  purpose,  it  is  not  material  to  look  back  to  our  transactions 
in  India  before  the  year  17^5. 

*'  Up  to  that  period,  our  af&irs  were  in  a  state  of  progression, 
without  a  solid  security,  and  exposed  to  many  hazards,  l^e 
grant  of  the  Dewanny  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  obtained  by 
Lord  Clive,  gave  us  a  powerful  establishment,  and  in  effect  a 
sovereignty  in  India,  under  the  name  or  shadow  of  a  country  go- 
vernment. 

*'  From  foreign  merchants  we  suddenly  became  a  great  terrlto* 
rial  and  political  power :  from  adventurers,  who  had  every  thing 
to  win,  we  became  possessors,  who  had  ev«ry  thing  valuable  to 
lose.  No  wise  man  continues  the  game,  by  which  his  fortune  is 
once  made.  Accordingly  we  changed,  or  professed  to  change,' 
our  maxims  with  our  situation.  The  fundamental  principle  im- 
mediately reconmiended  by  all  the  authorities  abroad,  and  ac- 
knowledged and  adopted  by  all  the  powers  at  home,  was  limitation 
of  dominion.  The  same  great  man,  to  whom  we  owe  the  acqui- 
sition, and  who  laid  the  foundation  of  our  dominion,  bequeathed 
to  us  the  wisest  counsels  for  preserving  it.  His  words  are,* 
'  My  resolution  and  my  hopes  will  always  be  to  confine  our  con- 
quest and  our  possessions  to  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa.  To  go 
further  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  scheme  so  extravagantly  ambitious  and 
absurd  that  no  governor  and  council  in  their  senses  can  ever  adopt 
it,  unless  the  whole  system  of  the  Company's  interest  be  first  en- 
tirely new-modelled.*  On  this  principle^  when  the  dominions  of 
Suja  ul  Dowla,  when  the  whole  country  of  Oude  was  at  his  dis- 

•  Sept,  30,  1765. 
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fosal,  be  restortd  it  to  that  prince.  To  the  same  efffect,  ther#  tt 
another  authority,  particulariy  weighty  in  the  scale  with  any  ar- 
gmnent  of  mine,  I  mean  that  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whose  name  as* 
furedly  I  should  never  have  mentioned,  if  I  had  not  an  opportu- 
jjity  of  doing  it  with  approbation,  as  well  as  with  advantage  to  my 
opinion.  No  words  can  be  stronger  than  those  in  which  he  gives 
his  own.  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Ck)urt  of  Directors,  the 
President  and  Council  of  Fort  William  say,  '  The  security  and 
tranquillity  of  these  provinces  shall  be  the  ultimate  end  of  all  our 
negotiations  5  and  you  may  trust,  that  we  are  too  well  aware  of 
the  ruinous  tendency  of  all  schemes  of  conquesf,  ever  to  adopt 
them,  or  ipver  tp  depart  from  the  absolute  line  of  self-defence^ 
unless  impelled  to  it  by  the  most  obvious  necessity,  and  imme«» 
diate  exigency  of  the  chrcumstances. 

Signed, 
'  Warren  Hastings  and  Council.* 

'^  These  were  the  principles  most  solemnly  declared  and  esta- 
fished  by  the  court  of  directors,  in  concert  with  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  at  that  time,  for  the  future  government  of  India.  In 
their  instructions  to  the  governor-general  and  council  appointeij 
by  parliament,  their  first  injunction  is  to  fif  our  attention  io  the 
f  reservation  of  peace  throughout  India,  and  to  the  security  of  the 
Company's  possessions.  Their  letters  ^e  filled  with  maxims  an4 
orders  to  the  same  effect/* 

On  the  ipth  of  March,  1806,  when  the  house 
was  engaged  in  a  discussion  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  Mr,  Francis,  ^fter  9, 
few  words  on  that  subject,  in  reply  to  some  marked 
compliments  from  one  of  the  directors,^  solicited  the 
attention  of  the  house  for  a  few  words,  in  respect 
to  hiniseif,  and  the  r^ither^  as  they  would  probably 

^""  I.      Hl'-iWI.p.l        — I.        .     ■  .1       I  ■  I         Ml  .■ ■      ,1.1         .1 .1  III.., 

*  Mr.  Hudi^leston, 
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")be  the  last  he  $hoi|ld  eyer  address  them  on  that 
subject. 

"  He  ha.d  passed  si^  years,'*  he  ^aid,  "  in  perpetual  misery 
^nd  contest,  in  Bengal,  at  the  hazard  of  bis  life,  for  which  he  ap* 
pealed  to  the  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors^  then  a  wretch- 
ed voyage  of  ten  months,  and  twp  and  twenty  years  of  labour  ia 
the  same  course,  unsupported,  and  alone. 

"By  endeavopiriDg  through  all  that  portion  of  his  life  to  main» 
tain  right  against  wrong,  he  had  sacrificed  his  repose,  and  for- 
feited all  hopes  pf  reward  or  persopal  advantage  3  but  now  he 
had  taken  his  resolutions,  and  would  do  jjo  no  more.  He  would 
xiever  more  {Lake  an  iictive  pjurt,  much  less  a  lead,  in  any  discus- 
sion of  Indian  questions. 

"  When  he  made  a  motion^  which  had  been  alluded  to,  last 
year,  it  was  not  to  impeach  Lord  WpUeslev,  but  to  arm  Lord 
Cornwallis  with  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  to  satisfy  the 
princes  of  India,  that  this  nobleman  acted  not  merely  on  his  own 
Sentiments,  but  on  the  permanent  principkts  of  the  British  legis^ 
lature.  That  motion  was  set  aside,  md  hp  would  never  re» 
new  it. 

"  With  r^ard  to  personal  proceedings  against  any  man,  he 
was  resolved  to  take  no 'part  in  them.    The  impeachment  of  Mr, 
Hastings  had  cured  him  of  that  folly.    It  was  he,  m  fact,  tvho  had ' 
been  tried>  and  Mr.  Hastings  acquitted. 

"  He  had  reason  enough  to  feel  a  spirit  of  prejudice,  if  not  of 
animosity,  against  Lord  Melville,  from  the  perpetual  contradic-  . 
tion  he  had  maintained  against  him }  yet  in  fijl  the  proceedings  re- 
lative to  that  noble  lord,  he  had  never  uttered  one  word  -,  nor 
would  he  now  concern  himself  in  any  proseculion  against  Lord 
Wellesley.  His  spirits  were  exhausted,  and  his  mind  was  sub- 
dued by  a  long,  unthankful,  and  most  invidious  application  to 
one  pursuit,  in  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  do  any  good, 

"  He  was  not,  nor  would  be,  standing  counsel  for  tlie  nafion, 
or  for  the  company,  on  the  subject  of  India.  There  was  one  view 
only  in  which  he  should  attend  to  future  proceedings  in  parlia- 
ment on  Indian  questions,  because  he  would  not  relinquish  the 
duties  pf  his  station  while  ha  Jt^jjld  a  seal  in  parliament^  he  would 
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uratch  and  takecare^  if  he  could,  to  proitect  the  finances  of  Sri^ 
tain  from  being  ruined  by  those  of  India. 

*'  I  have  passed,"  added  he^  *'  almost  thirty  years  in  endea- 
vouring to  defend  the  India  Company's  property  from  ruin,  and 
to  support  their  lawful  authority  5  I  have  laboured  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  Asia,  and  to  protect  the  natives  from  oppression.  The 
only  duty  now  left  me,  is  to  defend  England  against  India." 

We  have  hitherto  considered  the  subject  of  this 
iQeiooir  as  an  advocate  for  a  meliorated  syst^oj .  in 
the  £a$t ;  but  we  are  now  to  view  him  in  a  new 
situation^  and  behold  the  same  man  who  had  com- 
Bated  tyranny  in  one  hemisphere,  endeavouring  to 
moderate  the  horrors  of  slavery  in  another. 

Mr.  Wilberfbrce,  in  bis  character  of  a  strenuous 
advocate  for  the  abolition  of  the  horrid  commerce 
carried  on  by  men  calling  themselves  christians, 
for  the  purpose  of  seizing,  imprisoning,  conveying 
from  home,  and  disposing  by  public  auction,  such 
inhabitants  of  Africa  as  may  be  a  few  shijtdes  darker 
than  themselves,  was  at  one  period  the  idol  of  nearly 
the  whole  nation.  But  the  niember  for  Yorkshire, 
•while  he  pleaded  the  causie  of  the  ujihappy  Africans, 
only  performed  his  duty  and  gratified  the  feding«  o^ 
humanity.  However  laudable  bis  zeal,  he  made  . 
no  sacrifices;  he  possessed  no  negroes  whom  he 
enfranchised  from  a  cruel  bondage;  he  enjoyed  the 
profits  of  no  plantations,  which  became  desolate  in 
consequence  of  a  strict  adherence  to  principle ;  he 
never  hazarded  the  enmity  of  relations ;  nor  was 
he  threatened  with  disinheritance,  either  on  the 
part  of  himself  or  his  family.    Whatever  his  merits 
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may  be,  (and  in  this  point  of  view  they  arc  far 
from  bieing  contemptible)  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
are  others^  who  have  pleaded  the  same  cause>  not 
only  with  motives  to  the  full  as  disinterested,  but 
with  a  certainty  of  experiencing  a  great  loss. 

When  that  gentleman,  on  Monday,  April  18, 
1791,  moved,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  ''  a  bill  to  prevent  the  further 
importation  of  slaves  into  the  British  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies,"  Mr.  Francis  rose  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  and  fexpress^d  his  sentip^nts  p^ar}y  as 
follows ; 

*'  He  ^ouid  haye  contented  himself -with  giving  his  vote  £ot 
the  motion,  but  for  some  considerations  which  were  purely  per- 
sonal^ ^nd  in  consequence  of  \y^hich  he  thought  himself  particu* 
Jarly  called  upon  to  deliver  his  opinion  on  the  present  occasion, 
by  an  express  declaration.  He  believed  h<e  was  not  yery  likely 
^o  be  susjpected  pf  receiving  v^xth  special  favour  and  partiality, 
a^y  measure  Introduced  and  recommended  from  the  other  side  of 
the  house  i  while,  in  his  own  situation  ip  private  life,  every  mo- 
tive, by  which  the  conduct  of  men  is  usually  determined,  was 
united  on  one  si^e,  and  powerfully  pressed  upon  him,  to  engage 
him  to  take  part  this  night  against  his  opinion.  Connections  of 
every  sort  5  friends  who  were  dear  to  him,  and  who  thought  their 
fortunes  were  at  stake ;  solicitations  the  most  urgent,  from  per* 
Bons  to  whom  he  was  bound  by  many  ties ;  and  possibly  the  pros- 
pect of  a4vantage  tp  himself  or  to  his  family,  at  a  future  day,  to 
be  forfeited  or  preserved.  All  these  were  in  one  scale,  and  no- 
thing in  the  other,  but  the  justice  of  the  cause,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  creatures,  who  would  never  know  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  serve  tliem,  or  whose  gratitude  c;ould  never  reach  him.  He, 
however,  did  no^  state  t)iese  circumstances  for  ostentation,  or  as 
a  claim  to  merit,  but  merely  to  fortify  his  cause,  by  shewing  that 
^is  opinion  was  sincere* 
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•'  If  the  undisputed  state  of  facts^  if  the  clear  and  aj)le  ^gtr* 
inent  delivered  by  the  honourable  gentleman,*  who  tak^3    the 
lead  in  this  business,  has  not  carried  conviction  along  with  it,  X 
must  conclude,"  says  he,  "  that  tfuth  and  reason  on  this  subject 
have  no  access  to  the  human  mind.     Many  gentlejnen,  indeed, 
have  asserted  what  they  have  by  no  means  established,  and  what, 
upon  the  whole,  I  utterly  disbelieve,  that  this  trade  is  profitable  ; 
hut  no  man  has  yet  had  tlie  courage  to  affirm,  or  even  to  insinuate^ 
that  it  is  not  criminal.    The  question  then  is  not,  whether  the 
trade  be  criminal,  but  in  what  degree  ?  Is  it  a  crime  of  the  highest 
guilt  in  morals,  or  is  it  in  practice  capable  of  palliation  ?  Will  it 
admit  of  ai^  excuse?  No,  Sir;  |  declare  upon  my  honour  and  my 
fionscience,  none.     I  pass  by  the  traffic  as  it  is  conducted  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  the  temptation  you  give  to  one  human  creature  t<y 
make  a  property  of  another,  and  to  sell  him  to  perpetual  slavery, 
I  take  no  notice  of  the  miseries  it  produces  in  that  country.     Re" 
member  only  that,  whatever  they  are,  you  are  answerable  for 
Ihem  all.     You  create  the  market,  and  it  is  the  market  that  con- 
stitutes the  demand,  and  produces  the  supply.' 

"  I  shall  not  insist  on  theliorrors  pf  the  Mddle  passage.  You 
do  well  to  pass  over  them  with  disregard.  The  most  determined 
mind,jhe  most  obdurate  heart,  if  it  be  human,  copld  not  listen 
to  the  evidence  on  that  subject  without  torture. 

*'  I  take  these  creatures  in  that  which  is  stated  to  be  tlieii*best 
srtuation5  at  their  landing  in  the  islands  5  at  their  arrival  in  the 
land  of  promise,  where  they  are  instantly  to  find  relief  from  their 
sTiiferings  5  where,  in  return  for  a  moderate  degree  of  labour,  a 
tolerable  mode  of  existence  is  provided  for  them.  You  say  you 
have  paid  for  them ;  that  they  subsist  at  your  expence,  and  that 
you  have  a  right  to  their  labour.  Be  it  sq.  On  that  principle, 
let  us  see  ho^  they  are  treated. 

*'  In  considering  the  state  of  slavery  in  the  Westlndies,  the  object  - 
that  instantly  strikes  my  mind^with  a  force  and  conviction,  to  which 
the  evidence  of  special  facts  hardly  makes  an  addition,  is  the  power 
of  corpoviil  punishment,  allotted  as  I  find  it.     I  do  not  ask  you  to 

— — ■ —  '  ' ii>      I.  ii|     y 

*  Mr.  Wilberforce. 
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fcttquire  in  what  inanner  this  power  is  exercised,  but  how  it  i« 
disposed  of,  and  to  "Urhom  it  is  trusted,  and  then  to  determine 
what  tnust  be  the  effect  of  it.  They  kno^  nothing  of  the  human 
constitution,  who  have  not  observed,  that  power  of  every  sort,  of 
One  man  over  another;  has  a  natural  tendency  to  deprave  and  cor- 
rupt the  mind.  The  moment  I  hear  of  stich  a  power,  uncon- 
trouled,  in  any  hand,  1  conclude  that  the  depravity  is  unlimited- 
The  actual  exercise  of  it,  in  the  Infliction  of  punishment,  assur- 
edly introduces  that  worst  and  most  odious  of  all  disorders  in  the 
moral  system,  personal  cruelty. 

^'  The  truth  of  these  principles  is  acknowledged  by  the  spirit 
and  caution  of  our  penal  laws  in  every  other  instance,  by  the  cate 
they  take,  ki  all  cfiminal  proceec^ngs,  to  separate  the  interest 
from  the  judgment,  and  the  judgment  from  the  execution.  They 
will  not  suffer  such  characters  and  powers  to  be  united  in  one 
person  j  nor  are  they  united  in  any  civilized  society  upon  earth, 
except  in  our  West  India  islands. 

"  What  are  the  usual  offences  imputed  to  negroes  ?  In  ninety- 
nine  instances  out  of  a  hundred,  they  are  either  idleness  or  theft. 
They  do  not  work  hard  enough  to  satisfy  the  task-master,  (and 
why  they  should  work  at  all,  I  Igaow  not)  or  they  steal  provi- 
sions. The  tiling  they  can  eat  is  the  only  thing  worth  their  steal- 
ing. Food  is  the  only  object  of  theft  which  it  is  in  their  power 
to  conceal,  or  that  could  possiWy  do  them  any  service.  Consider 
tfafe  risk  tliey  run,  the  horrible  punishments  they  suffer  wlien  de- 
tected, and  then  you  may  conceive  in  what  manner  diey  are  fed. 
But,  in  the  consideration  of  these  offences,  who  is  the  offended 
party  ?  The  negro-driver. — Who  is  the  judge  of  the  fact  ?  The 
driver. — Who  awards  the  punishment?  The  driver. — ^Who  in- 
flicts it  ?  The  driver  with  his  own  hand. 

^*  But  how  ?  Captain  Giles  of  the  army  says,  that  '  the  punish- 
ment by  whipping,  though  with  fewer  lashes  given,  is  more  se- 
vere and  cruel  than  that  of  the  army,  because  of  the  size  of  the 
whip.*  Captain  Hall  of  the'  navy  says,  *  that  in  Barbndoes  and 
the  Leeward  Islands,  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  on  the  planta- 
tions was  inhuman ;  that  the  punishments  inflicted  were  very 
shocking  to  persons  not  used  to  bee  them;  much  morj  so  llua 
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on  board  a  man  of  war.  The  field  slaves  he  has  seien  (a  gmtf 
many)  are  generally  marked  with  the  whip.* 

^  This  is  the  mode  of  punishment.  What  is  likely  to  be  the 
degree  of  it }  An  angry  man  determines  the  penalty ;  an  ofiended 
judge  inflicts  it ;  and  he,  perhaps,  by  office,  by  habit,  and  occu- 
pation, one  Qf  the  lowest,  if  not  \ifox&t  of  our  species.  If  you 
cannot  have  an  indifferent  judge  of  the  ofiences  of  these  wretches, 
at  least  let  there  be  a  cold,  indifferent  executioner.  It  is  a  hor- 
rible truth  that,  when  once  the  lash  is  lifted  by  an  .angry  man, 
with  despotic  power  over  the  object,  his  rage  is  inflamed  by  every 
stroke  he  gives.  The  cries  and  writhings  of  the  creature  are 
called  resistance ;  even  his  patience  is  called  suikiness ;  his  very 
suflerings  are  an^oflence.  The  decrees  of  passion  are  executed  by 
passion. 

"  Admitting  the  power  to  be  necessaiy,  is  there  any  protection 
against  the  abuse  of  it  ?  Have  the  negroes  any  shelter  ?  Have 
they  any  appeal  ?  Is  there  a  law  to  deter,  is  there  a  magistrate  to 
resort  to? — No,  Sir 5  none  at  all.  Mr.  Terry,  who  was  many 
years  an  overseer  in  Grenada,  says,  '  that  he  has  known  slaves 
punished  by  managers  severely  for  trifling  faults  j  that  they  durst 
not  complain  to  the  owner,  for  /ear  of  worse  treatment ;  that  he 
has  kpown  them  punished  by  the  owner  for  so  doing,  and  sent 
back,  though  tlieir  complaint  was  just ;  that  field  slaves  usually 
bear  the  marks  of  the  whip ;  and  that  he  never  heard  that  a  slave 
complained  to  a.  magistrate  of  his  owner,  manager,  dverseer,  or 
attorney ;  that  he  has  known  the  saine  person  attorney,  manager, 
and  doctor,  on  one  estate  3  that  he  never  knew  a  planter  or  ma- 
nager interfere  with  another's  treatment  of  his  slaves  j  that  food 
is  the  general  object  of  theft  among  slaves,  and  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives.  That  an  overseer  on  the  estate  where  he  was,  (Mr. 
Coghlail)  threw  a  slave  into  the  boiling  cane  juice,  who  died  in 
four  days  5  he  was  not  punished  otherwise  than  by  replacing  the 
slave,  and  being  dismissed  the  service  j  was  told  of  this  by  the 
owner's  son,  the  carpenter,  and  many  slaves  on  the  estate  ^  has 
heard  it  often.' 

"  Against  all  the  allegations  and  all  the  arguments  on  this  sub- 
ject, one  general  answer  is  usually  stated,  and  supposed  to  be 
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conddsive:  The  negroes  cte  out  property;  we  have  paid  high 
prices  for  them ;  our  profits  depend  upon  the  care  we  take  of 
them.  If  we  are  bad  men,  at  least  we  understand  our  interest  too 
well,  to  destroy  or  disable  the  instruments,  by  which  akme  owr 
estates  are  made  of  any  value  to  us, 

**  In  the  fiist  place.  Sir,  the  proprietor  is  not  m  general  the 
'  person  who  exercises  the  power  in  question.  If  he  were,  it  might 
be  fair  to  presume,  that  the  consideration  of  his  true  interest 
would  be  some  restraint  upon  his  passions.  I  fear,  that,  in  gene* 
ral,  it  would  not  be  elective.  Many  of  the  West  India  pro- 
prietors, I  ktx)w,  are  men  of  as  much  honour  and  humanity  as  are 
to  be  found  in  any  other  rank  of  life ;  but  they  reside  in  England. 
Concerning  the  managenaent  of  their  estates,  they  have  no  other 
evidence  but  the  information  of  their  overseers )  concerning  the 
treatment  of  their  slaves,  they  have  nothing  to  judge  by,  but 
the  amount  produce  of  their  labour.  If  the  returns  are  abundant, 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  owners  should  be  much  disposed  to  enquire 
into  abuses,  by  which  the'ur  profits  do  not  appear  to  be  diminisli- 
cd.  They  hear  no  complaints  3  they  live  happily  themselves,  and 
conclude  that  all  is  well.* 

"  But  I  deny  that  the  principle,  so  assumed  and  relied  on« 
namely,  that  slaves  will  be  well  treated,  because  it  is  the  interest 
of  an  owner  to  take  care  of  his  property,  is  conclusive  in  this 
case,  as  it  would  be  in  the  case  of  inanimate  property.  All  the 
protection  whiqh  you  can  expect  from  the  principle,  and  it  goes 
no  further,  is,  that  corporal  punishment  shall  not  be  inflicted  to 
the  hazard  of  life  or  limb ;  that  the  slave  shall  not  be  disabled 
from  performing  the  task  allotted  to'him.  Within  that  limitation, 
the  lash  may  be  inflicted  wiih  the  most  shocking,  rapricious  seve- 
rity, provided  it  does  not  essentially  injure  the  property  of  the 
owner.     But  to  secure  even  that  degree  of  protection,  he  ought 

*  Captain  HaU  says,  '  he  believes  the  slaves  suffered  from  the 
owner's  absence,  because  it  was  the  business  of  the  overseer,  for 
his  own  credit,  to  make  as  much  sugar  as  possible  j  to  do  this,  he 
must  work  slaves  to  the  utmost  -,  it  being  no  concern  of  his  wlie* 
ther  they  died  or  not.* 
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never  to  trast  the  lash  out  of  his  own  hand.  He  delegates  h^ 
power  to  another;  bat  not  the  interest,  which,  yon  say,  is  to  go- 
tem  the  exet-cise  of  it. 

"  Still  the  negroes  ^re  your  property.  So  are  your  horses,  and 
W  more  value  too,  if  price  and  value  are  the  sam6.  See  how  these 
iiohle^  useibl  animals  are  treated  by  coachmen  and  o'thefs,  every 
izj  in  the  streets;  every  night  at  the  doors  of  the  crowded  assem* 
biles  of  this  town,  before  the  eyes  of  their  masters  and  mistresses^ 
and  even  at  the  hazard  df  their  lives,  1  have  oft^n  been  witness 
to  these  abominable  s&enes  of  riotous  or  passionate  cruelty.  Did 
you  ever  hear  of  a  coachman- ptinished,  or  even  distnissed^  for 
truel  treatment  of  his  horses  t 

'*  Ode  would  tKiuk^  at  the  first  view  of  the  subject,  that  a 
plantation,  once  properly  stocked  with  m^le  ahd  female  negroes; 
would  supply  itself  withbut  further  impottatioh'.  I  wish  it  were  so,' 
for  then  I  should  conclude  that  the  condition  of  the  rfegroes  wa^ 
tolerable  at  least.  There  is  nothing  in  the  climate  or  scfil  to  coun- 
teract the  propagation  of  negroes  in  the  islands,  any  more  than 
•  In  Africa>  where  they  multiply  to  excess.  In  all  other  countries; 
the  labouring  part  of  the  people  are  in  general  the  most  prolific. 
Why  not  in  the  West  Indies  ?  Excessive  labour,  and  scanty  un- 
wholesome food,  would  be  sufficient  to  chefck  population  any 
isrherfi.  But  the  fact  is,  th^t  the  planters  do  not  think  it  their 
interest  to  encourage  it.  Captain  Hall  tells  you,  *  that  in  the 
British  islands  breeding  is  not  thought  desirable ;  they  rather 
deemed  it  a  misfortune  to  have  pregnant  women,  or  even  youne 
ilavek.  They  esteenied  the  charge  of  fearing  a  child  to  maturity, 
tnore  troublesome  and  greater  than  buying  a  slave  fit  for  work  > 
and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  give  away  a  child  of  two 
years  old,  as  yoii  would  a  puppy  from  a  litter.  Has  heard  an  over- 
seer oi  some  consequence  express  this  opinion.  It  was,  in  feet, 
his  system  to  prevent  population  as  far  as  in  hrs  power ;  and  he 
understood  this  to  be  a  general  system.  So  little  care  was  taken 
of  infants,  that  mothers  deemed  it  a  misfortune  to  have  chilliren  ?' 
after  the  monih,  they  were  sent  to  field  labour,  with  their  child 
tipon.  their  backs,  and  so  little  time  afforded  them  to  attend  to 
its  wants,  that  he  has  seen  a  womaii,  sciited  to  give  suck  to  her 
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tiSa,  roosed  £1*001  that  situati<m  by  a  severe  blow  from  the  cart 
whip.*  \ 

^  Mr.  Terry  3ays  that^ '  while  a  manager,  he  never  received  any 
direction  about  attention  to  ]>regnant  women,  or  children;  has 
heard  m^agel's  say,  it  was  cheaper  to  buy  African  slaves  than  to 
breed  5  that  they  wished,  the  children  to  die^  for  they  lost  inuck 
of  the  mother's  work  daring  infancy.' 

'^  Captain  Ross  says,  *  he  ha^i-  seen  a  negro  woman  flogged 
.with  ebony  bu^es,  so  that  the  skin  of  her  back  was  taken  off 
down  to  her  heels ;  she  was  then  turned  round>  and  flogged  from 
her  bce^t  down  to  her  wats^ ;  and  in  coasequencej  he  saw  her 
afterwards  walking  upon  all  fours,  and  unable  to  get  up.' 

**  Such  is  the  treatment  of  women  slaves,  and  in  that  state  too, 
which  of  all  pthers' would  excite  pity  in  the  most  callous  heart, 
that  had  still  one  human  sensation  left  in  it.  But  we  are  told  that, 
although  possibly  facts  of  this  atrocious  nature  may  have  happened 
in  the  early  periods  of  the  West  India  settlements.  Ho  such  in- 
stances occur  at.present :  that  the  government'  of  the  islands  id 
this  respect  is  gteady  improved ;  ihkt  good  laws  bafvfe  been  made  | 
that  they  are  careftdl/ executed ;  and  that,  upon  tlm  wh<de,  the 
situatioxx  of  the  negroes,  is  considerably  mended,  and  grows  every 
day  more  and  more  tolei*able.  Perhaps  it  may  be  so  on  some  par- 
ticular plantations^  but,  in  general,  I  do  not  belieVe  the  assertion 
to  be  true.  The  operation  of  habits  and  primiiples  is  perihanent 
and  uniform  >  the  check  cresM^ed  by  good  laws>  can  only  be  tem^ 
porary  and  occasional,  until  they  have  acted  long  enough  to  cf* 
feet  a  ehange  in  the  manners  of  the  people* 

*'  it  would  have  been  natural  to  conclude  that,  while  these  en- 
quiries were  going  on  in  England,  and  while,  the  attention  of  the 
nation  was  so  particularly  directed  to  the  subject  as  it  has  been 
lately,  some  restraint  would  have  be«i  laid  on  practices,  which  it 
was  well  known  had  excited  universal  indignation  here.  One 
fact,  which  I  shall  state,  will  be  sufficient  to  shew  you,  what 
you  have  to  expect  from  the  probable  effect  of  these  pretended 
laws  and  regulations  made  in  the  islands  for  the  protection  6f  the 
slaved* 

<'  If  is  not  more  than  eighteen  months  ago  that  I  read,  in  th# 
1808-1809.  -    « 
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f  aitoafda  Oft^btte,  an  account  of  a  kmAe  Aim,  «f  tke  ^  of  fif** 
teen>  flogged  by  one  of  these  drivers,  till  she  fell  senseless  to  ttie 
ground.  In  this  state  she  wis  draggeifl  hj  the  legs  to  a  place 
which  they  call  an  hospital,  till  her  mangled  flesh  iNras  torn  ooo* 
j^elely  from  her  bones.  In  the  hospital  ^e  died.  Thcr  vWam 
"wt^  tr^  forhis  life,  and  hcMMmmt>ly  acqtiitted  1^  twdve  &f  bis 
peers,  eyefyone  of  whom,  I  have  a  i^ht  toomclode,  and,  fer 
kay  own  part^  hav^  no  ^rt  df  doubt,  w6uld  have  done  elcactly  the 
aamfe.  On  what  pretefice  was  he  acquitted  ?  Why,  ^,  it  was 
aaid,  or  pretended,  that  the  gi^l  "was  hts  proper^  j  that  It  could 
noit  be  his  mt«Btioii>  because  it  wa|  not  his  kkti^rest,  to  tike  bway 
her  life;* 

,  But  attliMgti  the  Arguments  adduced  upon  tfcin 
occasion  produced  no  immediate  effect^  yet  in  tbe 
course  of  the  following  year,  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was 
then  minirtor,  made  a  splendid  speech  on  the  unr 
happy  ^iAAt  of  the  neg^^oes  in  our  colonies;  and  the 
ffoi^e  Of  Commons,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1T93, 
passed  that  memorable  Vote^  by  which  it  was  re- 
solved :  "  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1796,  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  import  any 
African  negroes  into  any  British  colonies  or  plim- 
tatk^ns/' 

Tbe  cause  of  humanity  thus  appeared  at  lejtsgth 
io  triumph.  A  hope  was  now  entertained  that  so 
large  a  portion  of  tbe  species  would  be  exempt 
from  the  horrors  of  slavery,  and  a  high  opinion  be- 
gan io  be  conceived  of  the  justice  of  this  branch  of 
the  legislature,  which  had  thus  given  a  solemn 
pledge  to  the  public*  But  alas  !  within  the  space 
of  a  fbw  months,  these  magnificent  promises  were 
Ibigotten ;  the  parliament  durii^  which  they  had 
been  made^  was  dissohed^  writhout  effectiog  any 
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thing  in  favour  of  the  oppressed  negroes,  and  from 
that  moment  to  the  present,  with  the  exception  of 
a  celebrated  resolution  on  the  part  of  both  Houses^ 
followed  bj  a  biU,  e?ery  effort  in  their  favour  has 
been  unavaiiiog. 

But  notwithstanding  the  times  had  become  un- 
propitious,  by  the  real  or  supposed  defection  of  an 
advocate,  whose  power  was  too  great  to  be  con* 
tended  with,  yet  Mr.  Francis  determined  that  no 
part  of  his  public  duty  should  remain  unfulfilled. 
He  accordingly  made  a  motion,,  April  11,  1796, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  new  bill,  to  meliorate  the 
situation  of  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies.  After 
rejoicing  at  the  full  appearance  of  the  House,  and 
atatii^  the  reasons  for  again  i^tating  the  question, 
lie  desired  the  members  to  remember  the  pledge 
that  had  been  giv^n,  the  faith  that  had  been  vio- 
lated, and  to  recollect,  that  to  save  them  from 
everla8tingdishonoiir,that  leaf  must  be  torn  out  from 
€he  records  of  history.  By  power  and  by  force,  he 
added,  a  partial  triumph  might  be  Obtained  froin 
day  to  day;  but  the  perpetual  struggle  between  ac- 
tive wrong  and  persevering  right  must  continue, 
until  the  moral  sense  of  justice,  charity,  and  shame, 
shall  either  finally  prevail  or  be  utterly  eJctinguish- 
ed  in  this  land. 

Conscious  that  the  part  taken  by  the  Minister 
tended  not  a  little  to  embarrass  his  proceedings,  he 
observed : 

"  There  is  one  person  ♦  left.  Sir,  whose  sapport,  if  I  letlly 

•  Mr.  Pitt. 
q2 
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bad  it^  would  undoubtedly  be  of  more  use  than  all  the  rest ;  but 
whose  support  I  disdain  to  solicit. 

*'  1  will  not,  for  any  purpose  of  this  world,  much  less  for  ^njr 
interest  of  my  own,  descend  from  the  independence  of  my  chih* 
racter,  or 'from  the  station  attached  to  the  duty  of  this  day,  to 
submit  myself  to  a  capricious,  mean,^  injui>ous  enmity,  not  the  less 
bitter  because  utterly  groundless,  not  the  less  persevering  because 
utterly  unprovoked. 

**  Neither  is  it  necessary.  I  have  a  surer  course  to  take  with 
the  right  honourable  person  I  allude  to.  If  I  am  not  grossly  mis- 
taken  in  my  opinion  of  his  character,  I  have  a  powerful  resource 
in  the  judicial  quality  of  his  calculating  mind.  I  am  not  allud- 
ing now  to  the  general  purity  of  his  morals,  or  to  his  sincerity  in 
particular.  Without  disputing  his  virtues,  I  hold  it  to  be  fortu- 
nate that  I  am  not  driven  to  rely  on  them.  I  depend  upon  his 
support,  because  I  think  I  can  put  an  honourable  force  upon  his 
mind.  I  know  the  scruples  and  the  prudence  with  which  he 
weighs  and  balances  the  specific  value  of  profit  against  jn-aise. 
Whatever  you  may  think  of  him,  he  is  a  man  not  to  be  driven^ 
even  by  a  favourite  passion,  to  sacrifice  a  great  portion  of  reputa- 
tion for  an  inconsiderable  advantage,  and  still  less  for  a  gratuitous 
indulgence  of  temper.  I  am  safe,  then,^  when  I  say,  that  my 
present  intention  is  neither  to  solicit  nor  to  offend,  but  to  provoke 
him,  (Hear!  hear!) — yes.  Sir,  not  to  offend,  but  to  provoke^. 
Provocation  is  not  of  necessity  ofience.  To  inflame  is  not  to  irri- 
tate. They  know  nothing  of  tlie  language  who  think  that  these 
words  represent  the  same  idea. 

*^  I  tell  him  frankly  that  the  last  decision  of  the  House  has  left 
a  shade,  I  will  not  call  it  a  stain,  upon  his  reputation.  Is  he  not 
yet  satiated  with  the  possession  of  power  and  emolument  ?  Is  he 
not  weary  of  the  dradgery  of  office,  compared  to  ^hich  the  mere 
labour  of  a  negro  is  in  my  mind  a  service  to  be  endured  ?  And 
does  he  think  it  possible  that  the  country,  that  any  rational  beii^ 
should  give  credit  to  a  proposition  so  extravagant  and  so  mon* 
strous,  that  the  all-powerful  Minbter  of  the  Crown,  with  all -his 
eloquence>  and  with  all  his  infioeoce,  and  with  the  accession  of 
thirty  voices  from  this  side  of  the  house,  should  not  have  been 
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^le  to  ei^ge  more  than  seventy  votes  on  a  favourite  question  of 
his  own,  if>  in  earnest  and  bond  fide,  he  had  desired  to  carry  it  ? 
Is  there  nothing  in  his  mind  to  elevate  him  for  a  moment  above 
t^e  level  of  his  station  ?  Does  he  never  look  forward  to  a  time, 
when  the  merits  of  his  character  will  be  canvassed  l>y  posterity  ? 
And  is  it  possible  for  him  to  endure  the  thought  of  passing  for 
^n  *     *    "M"     * 

[Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  here  rose  to  call  the  honourable  gentle 
man  to  order.  He  spoke  of  his  right  honourable  friend  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament  only;  and  it  was  the  established  rule  of  the 
House  to  presume  that  no  member  ever  delivered  opinions  or  ex- 
pressed sentiments  in  which  he  was  not  in  earnest.  That  to  assert 
or  insinuate  the  contrary  was  unparliamentary,  and  a  high  breach 
of  order.] 

Mr.  Francis.  ''  I  submit  to  correction,  though  I  really  do  not 
think  that  I  said  any  thing  to  deserve  it.  Certainly  what  I  meant 
was,  not  to  express  a  suspicion  of  my  own  concerning  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  sincerity,  but  to  indicate  to  him  the  im- 
pression which  the  fact,  as  it  stood,  seemed  likely  to  make  on  the 
general  judgment  of  mankind  at  present  and  hereafter.  I  have  no 
time  now  to  debate  a  point  of  order ;  nor  is  it  necessary.  Th^ 
full  idea  which  I  meant  to  give,  may  be  conveyed  in  another 
form.  Instead  of  a  comment,  allow  me  to  tell  you  a  short  story, 
from  good  authority  $  but  whether  it  1)6  true  or  not  is  immate- 
rial :  it  will  serve  to  illustrate  an  obscure  subject,  without  tim 
risque  of  giving  offence.  A  member  of  this  honourable  House 
was  asked,  how  he  voted  on  the  last  question  of  abolition  ?  *  Sir, 
I  voted  with  my  friend  the  minister.*— '  How  fo?  1  thought 
you  had  divided  against  the  bill. ••^' Very  true  |  1  certainly  di- 
vided against  the  bill,  bu(  I  voted  with  ray  friend  the  minister,* 

'^  At  the  moroe*ut  when  the  secretary  of  state  called  me  to  or- 
der, I  was  going  to  make  an  acknowledgment  in  favour  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  pay  him,  what  I  never  refuse  . 
even  to  hostile  merit,  an  honest  tribute  of  applause. 

^'  What  judgment  I  possess  is  a  good  deal  governed  by  irppres- 
lion.    I  cannot  calculate  the  value>  while  I  feel  the  effect    I  have 
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not  forgotten  that  illustrkms  nighty*  when  all  the  pofwet%  of  Us 
eloquence  were  summoned  to  the  service^  and  exerted  in  the  de- 
fence of  justice  and  humanity  > — when  he.  took  the  House,.at  a  late 
faoor^  exhausted  with  watching  and  weaned  with  debate;— whea 
worn  out  attention  refived  at  his  voice ; — ^when  he  carried  con-. 
victioD  to  our  hearts ;— wbf  n  reason  in  his  hand  seemed  to  have 
no  office  bat  to  excite  the  best  of  passions  in  our  breasts  3— then, 
Sir^  was  the  tiine>  }f  he  had  nothing  to  consider  but  his  owi^ 
^ory^  then  was  the  nsoment  for  him  to  have  chosen  to  retire 
from  parliament^  perhaps  from  the  world.  He  had  arrived  at  the 
pinnacle  of  parliamentary  honour^  and  at  the  summit  of  hi< 
ftane  *,  and  there  he  should  have  quitted  the  so^ne.  From  that 
moment  and  from  that  station^  in  my  judgment^  he  has  done  no- 
thing but  descend.'* 

Mr*  Francis  then  proceeded  to  atate^  that  the 
alaves  in  our  colonies  were  under  no  law  but  tbat  of 
arbitrary  will;— that  they  know  of  no  government 
but  that  of  the  whip  j  that  they  have  no  effective 
protection  in  laws  or  in  magistrates  against  per- 
sonal cruelty  on  the  part  of  their  owners  and  over- 
seers ; — ^that  there  is  no  bond  of  marriage  among 
them  I' — and^  finally^  that  in  this  state  they  neither 
have^  nor  can  have^  nor  in  fact  is  it  intended  that 
they  should  have^  any  idea  of  morals  or  religion. 

He  then  opened  his  plan,  which  was  intended  to 
do  away  those  grievances^  and  proposed : 

1:  That  marriage  should  be  encouraged ; 

2.  That  the  evidence  of  negroes  in  certain  cases 
should  be  admitted ; 

3.  That  the  hours  of  labour  should  be  limited 
with  a  reference  to  age  and  sex. 

— ^ ' — i 

*  Monday,  2d  April/ 1792. 
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4.  That  no  negro  should  be  removed  from  the 
spot  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed^  without  his 
consent;  and  no  husband  be  separated  from  his 
yrifcjf  or  children  from  their  parents^  on  any  pre* 
tence  whatsoever. 

5.  That  every  negro  should  have  the  privilege 
of  applying  his  fcculinm,  ox  the  petty  profits  aris- 
ing from  his  own  industry^  to  the  recovery  of  his 
freedom. 

6.  That  fathers  and  mothers^  who  have  brought 
up  a  certain  number  of  children,  should  be  reward^ 
ed  with  premiums^  and  the  mothers  exempted  from 
labour. 

V.  That  there  shduld  be  a  conservator  of  the 
negroes  in  every  island,  vritb  an  advocate  and  at* 
torney  to  act  for  them,  appointed  by  the  kipg^ 
dependent  solely  on  the*  crown,  and  no  way  into*- 
rested  in  the  property  and  produce  of  the  planta-* 
tions,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  complaints,  to 
prosecute,  and  to  punish. 

''  As  it  is  still  permitted,*'  adds  be,  ''  to  be  the  will  of  parlia* 
ment,  that  this  infernal  trade  should  continue,  let  us  endeavour  to 
mitigate,  if  we  can,  the  borrprs  that  belong  to  it.  There  ought  to 
be  ^ommiasioners  stationed  at  the  principal  places  of  traffic  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  with  salaries  sufficiei^t  to  engage  men  of  cha- 
racter to  accept  the  office,  and  with  legal  powers  to  examine  the 
•ooommodation  in  the  ships,  to  superintend  and  Drgulate  the  pur* 
cbase  of  negroes,  to  act  as  magistrates  of  the  market,  to  prevent 
cr  put  a  stop  to  treacherous  or  fraudulent  transactions,  to  see 
that  iniquity  and  injustice  are  at  least  conducted  fairly,  oA  their 
own  pretended  principles,  and  without  unnecessary  aggravations* 
Surely  the  substance  of  this  traffic  is  enough  of  itself  to  satis^ 
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the  most  avage  or  brutal  mind.  Above  all  things^  it  diould  be 
the  care  and  duty  of  such  comnMssloners  to  prevent  the  separation 
of  &milie8 — not  to  suffer  the  wife  to  be  divided  from  her  hu«« 
band,  the  sister  from  the  brother,  the  infant  from  its  mother.  The 
sales  in  the  islands  should  be  governed  by  the  same  rules.  A  mul- 
titude of  other  duties  and  ofEces,  with  which  the  commissicHiafS 
should  be  charged,  will  occur  upon  reflection. 

*'  That  a  case  should  exist,  with  the  consent  of  an  enlightened 
government,  in  which  such  an  institution  should  be  wanted,  is 
shameful,  is  intolerable.  I  am  sure  it  is  an  opprobrium  to  the 
name  of  England.  In  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  in  our  islands, 
of  all  its  evils  the  most  grievous  and  afflicting  remains  to  be  con- 
sidered. As  long  as  it  exists,  I  know  that  general  institutions;, 
laws,  and.  magistrates  will  avail  but  little  in  their  defence. 

*'  The  arbitrary  power  of  the  whip,  committed  to  men  with- 
out feeling,  to  be  exercised  in  anger,  and  unchecked  even  by  the 
interest  of  an  owner  in  the  well-being  of  the  object,  is  not  in  its 
siature  capable  of  regulation,  or  subject  to  controul.  To  limit  the 
nunober  of  stripes,  to  interpose  between  the  naked  helpless 
Wretch,«-*a  pregnant  woman  pei^aps,^— and  the  uplifted  hand  of 
the  driver,  wpuld  be  an  unju^  invasion  of  necessary  authority^ 
^d  ^ssibly  in  its  conset^uences  might  hazard  th^  crop.  For  a  mis« 
chief  of  this  kind  there  is  no  partial  remedy. 

**  la  the  place  of  a  despotic  power  of  punishment  entrusted  to 
t  sipgle  person,  I  would  substitute  a  form  of  trial,  not  less  efiec- 
tual  to  insure  the  reasonable  demand  on  labour,  and  equally  safe 
to  the  only  interests  which  the  planters  seem  to  think  of.  I  would 
give  jurisdiction  to  the  negroes  in  every  plantation  over  one  ano* 
then  The  whole  gang  of  male  adults  should  constitute  the  pan- 
aelj  out  of  which  a  kind  of  jury  should  be  formed  by  lot  or  by 
•election,  with  a  right  of  challenge,  on  one  side  to  the  o£%nder, 
and  on  the  other  to  the  master,  or  to  his  representative,  who 
should  superintertd  and  regulate  the  proceedings,  and  mitigate  or 
zemit  the  sentence,  if  he  thought  proper. 

'' jGkntlemen  who  are  fond  of  justice  may  apprehend,  perhaps, 
that  a  black  tribunal  would  rarely  if  ever  inflict  sufHcient  punish- 
ment on  a  ^egro  5 1^  for  i^y  part^  am  confldent  that^  as  soon  as  thejr 
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mnderstood  their  office,  and  were  sensible  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  they  would  rather  lean  to  sever ity»  and  that  the  overseec 
would  often  find  himself  obliged  to  restrain  it.  On  this  principle^ 
the  discipline  of  our  armies  in  India  is  effectually  maintained.  An. 
honourable  gentleman  near  me  can  give  you  better  information 
on  this  subject.  But  J  know  enough  of  it  to  be  able  to  assure 
you,  that  no  sepoy  can  be  punished  but  by  the  sentence  of  a  court* 
martial  composed  of  native  (^cers>  who  have  all  been  taken  from 
the  ranks,  and  with  an  European  officer  to  act  as  judge-advo* 
cate ;  and  that  I  never  heard  the  justice  of  their  proct^dings  dis* 
puted.  As  long  as  they  are  tolerably  well  treated,  they  are  at- 
tached to  their  officer8>  and  will  follow  them  as  &r  as  the  best 
Britifth  troops.*' 

We  have  now  traced  the  political  career  of  Mr. 
lately  become  Sir  Philip  Francis,  for  a  series  of 
years,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament. 

During  the  long  and  hopeless  contest  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  he  remained  firm, at  his  post,  '^  faithful  among 
the  faithless."  His  vote  was  numbered,  and  his  ef- 
forts were  accustomed  to  be  applauded,  in  the  d^y 
of  battle  ;  but  when  the  foe  had  been  discomfited, 
himself  and  his  services  appear  to  have  been  forgot-  ^ 
ten,  for  we  cannot  term  the  barren  title  with  which  he 
bas  been  invested,  and  the  blushing  triflcwitb  which 
be  has  been  decorated,  an  adequate  rewaid!  Were 
it  permitted  for'  the  writer  of  this  article  to  declare 
bis  private  opinions  relative  to  the  affairs  of  India, 
be  would  maintain  that  no  man  in  Britain  under- 
stands them  better,  and  that  no  man  in  existence  is 
perhaps  so  capable  to  rescue  the  English  name  from 
dishonour  in  the  East,  to  put  an  end  to^an  inte- 
rested system  of  unnecessary  wars,  to  rescue  the 
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Batives  from  oppression^  and  render  our  possesskms 
in  Asia  beneficial.  This  is  a  high  eulogium  oo 
the  merits^  the  virtues^  and  the  talents  of  an  indi* 
▼idual^  if  not  slighted^  at  least  overlooked  ;  but  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  thai  it  is  extorted  by  the 
eoneurrenee  of  human  events^  and  bestowed  alike 
unsought  and  unknown ! 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article^  without  express-* 
ing  our  public  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  a 
man,  who  has  been  uniform  in  his  zeal  in  favour  of 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity ;  who^  while  in 
the  East  Indies^  pleaded  in  behalf  of  the  Zemindar 
and  the  Ryot^  and  did  not  in  Europe  forget  that 
the  slaves  in  the  West  stood  in  need  of  support  and 
protection*     Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten  that  his 
fate  has  been  singular  in  the  extreme^  havii^  been 
persecuted  while  in  Asia  for  his  liberal  opinions  re- 
lative to  the  natives  of  that  quarter  c^tbe  globe^  and 
after  his  return^  cut  off  from  an  ample  fortune  in 
the  sugar  colonies,  in  consequence  of  his  parlia* 
mentary  intervention  in  behalf  of  the  unhappy  ne^ 
groes.  , 

Sir  Philip,  who  had  been  married  for  several  years, 
has  lately  lost  his  wife.  He  has  an  only  son^  bred 
to  the  bar,  and  several  daughters. 
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ENGLAND  is  indebted  for  all  its  Yaunted  pr oi» 
perity  to  a  middle  class  in  society^  unknown  to  any 
other  country  in  Europe^  and  which  even  Scotland 
and  Ireland^  notwithstanding  their  intimate  union 
with^  and  immediate  proximity  to  us^  cannot  as  yet 
boast  of. 

A  celebrated  historian>^  while  treating  of  the  an* 
x^ient  nobility^  observes  that  there  was  but  one  f  of  the 
immediate  descendants  of  the  Baron's^  who  accom* 
panied  William  Duke  of  Normandy  into  England^  in 
existence  in  his  time ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remark* 
.able  that  the  title  has  since  become  extinct.  ;|:  The 
Tanks  of  the  peerage  have  been  filled  up  by  fresh 
accessions  from  the  great  land-owners^  the  men  of 
the  law^  the  men  of  the  sword^  and  of  late>  from  the 
most  opulent  of  our  merchants  and  bankers* 

The  noble  family^  the  head  of  which  constitutes  the 
subject  of  the  present  memoir^  is  descended^  by  the 
male  line^  from  the  opulent  and  powerful  family  of 
the  Fitzgeralds^  Earls  ef  Kerry^  and  by  the  female 
branch  from  a  man  of  genius  and  ability,  which  lat* 
ter  circumstance  possesses  a  far  better  claim  to  our 

>  , ^ . 

*  Hume.  t  Tli®  femily  of  D' Arcy. 

t  The  last  of  the  male  line^  we  believe^  ended  in  the  late  Earl 
of  Hpldemesie^  which  title  became  extinct,  upon  his  demise,  in 
1779. 
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respect.  Sir  William  Petty,*  whose  i^ame  is  become 
another  term  for  science,  was  the  architect  of  his 


•  Sir  William  Petty  *'  was  son  of  Anthony  Petty,  a  clotliier,  at 
Bumsey,  in  Hampshire,  and  born  May  26,  l6t3.  He  took  great 
delight,  while  a  boy,  in  spending  his  tinoe  among  carpenters^ 
smiths,  and  other  artificers,  whose  trades  (says  one  of  hit  biogia* 
pbers)  he  so  well  understood,  that  at  twelve  years  of  age  he  could 
work  at  them.  His  education  was  at  the  grad^mar  school  thero 
(Rumsey)  j  but  he  made  so  gteat  a  progress  in  his  learning,  that 
when  he  was  fifteen,  he  had  made  himself  master  of  Latin,  Greek, 
and  French,  understood  dialling,  and  so  much  of  geometry  an4 
astronomy  as  was  useful  to  navigatioQ.** 

After  this  he  went  to  Caen  in  Normandy,  according  to  our 
authority,  ''with  a  little  stock  of  merchandize,  which  he  there 
improved ;  from  thence  to  Paris,  where  he  studied  anatomy,  and 
came  there  acquainted  with  Mr-  Hobbes,  who  had  a  great  affec^ 
tion  for  him,  and  assisted  hipi  in  his  studies.  Upon  his  return  to 
Englapd,  he  had  a  place  given  him  in  the  royal  navy.'* 

In  l643  he  again  visited  France  and  the  Netherlands,  and  re- 
turned to  Rumsey  at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  with  *'  so  small . 
a  stock  as  otily  about  seventy  pounds  in  cash,  but  with  an  inex^^ 
haustible  treasure  of  usefiil  learning.*' 

In  1647  he  obtaipeda  patent  from  the  parliament  for  seventeen 
)fears,  "  to  teach  the  art  of  double  writing/*  Having  sided  with 
this  body  against  the  cause  of  royalty,  he  repaired  to  Oxford,  and 
in  March  1649,  was  created  a  doctor  in  physic,  and  was  soon 
after  made  fellow  of  Brazen  Nose. 

*'  Being  now  master  of  flOOt  he  went  to  Ireland,  wh^re  he  was 
made  physician  to  the  array  by  the  parliament,  with  an  allowance 
of  twenty  shillings  per  day,  in  which  post  he  continued  till  June^ 
1659,  gaining  by  his  practice  4000^.  per  annum.'* 

In  December,  1654,  he  entered  into  a  contract  for  remeasuring 
the  grants  to  the  soldiers  in  Ireland,  in  consequence  of  their  sup- 
pressing the  ret)ellioii, ''  by  which  be  gained  gOOO^.  ?nd  iipproved 
hi»  money  greatly,  by  purchasing  soldiers*  debentures/* 
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own  fbrtuoe^  and*  he  left  an  ample  succession  to  his 
descendants^  some  of  whom  have  been  ennobled, 
while  others  have  illustrated  themselves  by  their 
talents. 

The  late  Marquis  of  Lansdowne>  during  the  life 
of  his  father,  the  Earl  of  Sheiburne,  being  then 
styled  Viscount  Fitzmaurice^  obtained  a  commis* 
sion  in  the  guards,  and  made  choice  of  the  army  for 
a  profession.  After  serving  as  a  volunteer,  at  the 
battle  of  Campen,  under  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick,  he  returned  to  England:  and  although  he 
rose  in  due  gradation  to  the  rank  of  a  Lieutenant- 
general,  yet  he  afterwards  directed  his  attention  to 
a  f$Lr  different  object.  Having  cultivated  an  ac- 
quaintance with  William  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  of 


In  January,  1658,  he  was  elected  member  for  West  Looe,  in 
Cornwall,  in  the  parliament  called  by  Richard  Cromwell,  and  af- 
ter the  Restoration,  he  ^was  introduced  to,  and  knighted  by 
Charles  II. 

In  1663,  he  invented  ''  a  double-bottomed  ship/'  which  sailed 
from  Dublin  in  July,  *'  and  turned  into  the  narrow  harbour  pf 
Holyhead,  among  the  rocks  and  ships,  with  such  dexterity,  that 
many  experienced  seamen  did  coafess  they  had  never  seen  the 
like." 

He  died  at  his  house  in  Piccadilly,  on  the  l6th  of  December, 
1687,  of  a  gangrene  in  his  foot,  occasioned  by  the  gout,  in  his 
iiSd  year,  and  was  buried  at  his  native  town  of  Rumsey. 

It  appears  by  his  last  will,  that  he'  estimated  his  real  estate  at 
6,5001  per  annum;  his  personal  estate  at  about  45,000/.  and  the 
*^  demonstrable  improvements  of  his  Irish  estates  at  4000/.  per 
?mniun.**  In  all,  he  may  be  reckoned  to  have  left  behind  him  to 
the  amount  of  1 5^000?.  per  annum. 
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Chatham^  he  formed  purt  df  ihe  tame  admifiktra^ 
iion^  and  while  the  one  retired  oti  account  of  the 
inauspicious  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Bute>  the 
other  threw  up  his  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Foreign  Department^whenhe  found  the  British 
cabinet  disposed  to  connive  at  the  ccmquest  of 
Corsica.* 

From  that  period^  the  annals  of  his  public  life 
may  be  best  learned  from  those  of  his  country ;  and 
in  this  point  of  view^  perhaps^  no  nobleman  of  the 
present  age  was  so  uniformly  consistent.  He  re* 
probated  the  conduct  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
in  respect  to  Mr.  Wilkes^  the  records  of  which^  so 
far  as  regards  that  transaction^  have  been  since  ex* 
punged  from  their  Journals ;  he  opposed  the  power 
asserted  by  both  Houses  to  punish  the  printers 
without  a  previous  trial  by  their  peers ;  he  sup- 
ported the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  test  and  corpo* 
ration  acts ;  he  objected  to  the  folly  as  i^ell  as  the 
injustice  of  the  American  war;  he  exclaimed  against 
the  increasing  influence  of  the  crown,  which 
^ , ^j .^ 

*  "  See  Corsic's  hardy  sons  f  betray'd. 
Whilst  abject  Britain  shrinks,  afi-aid. 

And  drops  her  conqHering  lance ; 
No  more  the  suppliant  states  she  saves. 
But  yields  each  gen'rous  people  X  slaves 
To  tyranny — ^and  France.*' 

Lord  Chatham's  Pro'phecy,  <m  Ode^ 
wriiten  about  1776. 

f  <*  Lord  Shelbunie's  dignified  and  manly  conduct,  in  the  ^rogreis  oC 
that  disgraceful  negotiation,  trill  always  be  remembered  to  hit  hononr* 
t  Conica,  Poland,  Dantzig. 
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ipras  ceniiected  witii  the  enormous  addition!  to  tbe 
pubdie  debt ;  and  not^ithgtanding  his  oivn  ki-^ 
fluence  might  have  thereby  been  considerably  les* 
^ened^  he  was  ttniformly  an  advocate  for  th^  reform 
of  parliament. 

It  was  the  boasts  the  pride,  and  added  not  a  little 
to  the  consequence  of  this  nobleman,  to  be  snr- 
ft>unded^  and  supported  by  persons  celeblrated  for 
their  talents.  Accordingly,  while  men  of  letters 
had  free  admission  to  his  home,  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, by  means  of  the  boroughs  of  Wycombe  and 
€a}ney  to  tikmn  a  Barr£,  a  Dunnii^,  a  Towns- 
bend,  a  Jekyl,  and  a  Baring,  some  of  whom  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  eloquence,  othem 
by  their  talents  for  business :  all  by  their  integrity. 

Lord  dbelburhe  (for  so  he  became  on  the  demise 
of  his  father  in  1761),  profuse  in  his  private  «:- 
pences,  was  at  the  same  time  economical  in  those  of 
the  natioQ,  for  during  an  administration  of  only  a 
few  monttis  continuance,  he  made  an  annual  saving 
in  the  civil  list  to  tbe  amount  of  116,000f.  peran^ 
num.  On  the  other  hand,  tbe  sums  distributed 
out  of  his  own  purse,  for  that  foreign  political  in- 
telligence, which  is  said  to  have  rendered  him  the 
best  informed  roan  in  Europe,  are  reported  to  have 
been  immense.  Bow6od,  like  Versailles,  was  formed 
out  of  a  bog ;  his  town-house  was  too  magnificent 
for  the  Earl  of  Bute,  notwithstanding  the  lustre  of 
royal  patronage,  while  his  library,  unique  m  iU 
kind,  and  original  in  respect  to  this  country,  coo^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


96  KiMKQUIS  OF  XiAKlDOWHS. 

iaioed  a  series  of  rare  productions^  ibAt  would 
cupy  half  a  centarj  to  reassemble^  eiea  onder  Hm 
most  favourable  circumstaoees. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  either  that  bis  lord^ 
ship's  revenue  was  not  more  ample^  or  his  expend^ 
tare  less,  for  the  fate  of  his  books  iiiay  be  considered 
as  a  national  calamity  ;  whereas,  had  he  been  en- 
abled to  have  left  them  as  ^n  heirloom  tohis  &- 
mily>  this  age  might  have  realised  those  hopes 
which  were  blasted  in  the  last,  by  the  disper^n 
of  the  noble  collection  of  the  Earl  of  Orford* 
'  John-Henry,  the  elder  son  of  the  first  Mar^iim 
of  Lansdowne,  by  his  first  wife,  Sophia,  daughter 
of  John  Earl  Granville,  was  bom  December  6, 
1765.  His  father,  conscious,  perhaps,  of  the  early 
habits  of  dissipation  too  frequently  incident  to  our 
modern  public  schools,  was  determined  to  give  him 
a  private  education.  He  accordingly  made  choice 
of  two  eminent  men  for  the  purpose  of  superintend* 
ing  it ;  the  one  was  Dr.  Priestley,  whose  pneumatic 
discoveries,  ranked  bim  high  among  the  philosophers 
of  his  age  and  country ;  the  other  was  Dr.  Price, 
an  eminent  dissenter,  steadily  attached  to  those 
principles  of  whiggism  which  placed  the  present 
illustrious  family  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne,  and 
^hose  morals  and  talents  were  alike  unimpeach* 
able.  Under  the  inspection  of  these.  Lord  Wy- 
combe completed  his  initiatory  studies  vvitliin  the 
patern&l  mansion;  after  which  he  repaired  to 
Cbristchurcb,  Oxford,  on  purpose  to  reside  in  thai 
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^^Idbfkmted  ancmirt;  seat  of  learning  "vrhere  the 
founder  of  his  family  received  a  degree  1S6  years 
before.* 

As  it  had  been  determined  from  the  firsts  that 
Lord  Wycombe  was  to  be  a  man  of  business,  it  of 
I^Ourse  beeatoe  necessary  that  he  should  see  ihe 
\VorW,  and  he  was  accordingly  sent  abroad,  undw 
the  inspection  of  Mr.  now  Sir  William  Green. 

Soon  after  he  came  of  age,  the  sulgect  of  this, 
memoir  was  returi^  to  parliament  for  High  Wy- 
combe, whence  his  fsttbily  derived  its  second  title  ; 
and  it  will  surprise  no  one  to  be  told,  tha*  the  ge- 
nerous feelings  of  a  young  nobleman,  so  educat- 
ed, should  be  consentMeous  to  those  of  his  own 
father,  and  a  large  p(Ktion  of  the  most  enlightened 
0f  his  countrymen.  With  these,  he  discerned  the 
£[^ly  and  injustiee  of  those  measures,  which  iia^e 
tince  led  t6  debt  and  taxes  on  our  part,  and  an  iii- 
finrte  variety  of  misery  on  that  of  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope. 

The  first  time  we  find  his  lordship  rising  m  the 
House,  wus  to  express  his  opinions  relative  to  4he 
possession  of  Occakow.  Mr.  fiaker,  then  knigh^ 
tyf  the  ^ire  for  the  county  of  Herts,  having  pro^ 
posed  ah  enquiry  into  the  '•  state  of  the  nation,** 
in  1791,  with  a  view  to  bring  this  subject  before  the 
House,  a  long  debate  ensued. 

*  Sir  William  Petty,  a.  fellow  of  Brazen  Nose  College,  was 
treated  M.  D.  in  1649.  ^^^^  E^^l  of  Shelbume  was  seated 
1).  C.  L,  in  17^5.  The  present  (then  John  Henry  Eari  of  Wy- 
combe) was  creatied  JM.  A.  July  12,  17t^5. 

1508-1009.  H 
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*^  The  Earl  of  Wycombe  spoke  for  the  original  motion,  aid 
deprecated  the  war  which  was  likely  to  take  place  against  Russia, 
as  well  as  the  mysterious  and  contemptuous  silence  which  the 
Minister  screened  himself  under,  and  the  unwarrantable  evasion 
of  every  kind  of  explanation  upon  a  subject  of  so  great  magni- 
tude. 

'"  The  opinion  which  he  expressed  was  not  merely  his  own  j 
for  he  would  assert  arid  maintain,  that  the  opinion  of  the  minir 
stef  s  conduct,  and  the  unhappy  state  of  the  nation,  without  doors, 
was  perfectly  the  same. 

'*  He  earnestly  entreated  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
consider  that  the  late  revolution  in  France  had  expanded  the  mmds 
of  the  people  of  this  country  to  morei  general  and  more  enlight- 
ened principles  of  freedom,  and  that  it  would  not  be  safe,  at  thi& 
moment,  to  irritate  the  nation,  by  plunging  it  into  a  precarious 
and  expensive  war. 

*'  While  we  pretended  to  be  so  anxious  about  the  balance  of 
power,  and  were  taking  such  extraordinary  steps  to  preserve  it,  it 
would  not  be  amiss  were  we  to  pay  some  attention  to  our  commer- 
cial interests  at  home,  lest,  for  one  article,  during  our  ill*con' 
ducted  and  madly  extravagant  armed  negotiation,  we  should  see 
the  Russian  trade  carried  on  in  American  bottoms,  and  ships  of 
other  nations,  while  ours,  that  brought  in  a  very  large  revenue  to 
the  country,  and  became  a  good  nursery  for  seamen,  were  entirely 
vmemployed. 

*'  His  lordship  entered  into  different  arguments  against  the  jus- 
tice or  expediency  of  the  war,  and  expressed  his  disapprobation  of 
the  minister's  conduct,  as  denying  all  sort  of  satisfaction  to  the 
^ountry,  for  the  additional  burthens  he  was  about  to  lay  upon 
them,  and  therefore  no  ways  entitled  to  the  confidence,  far  less 
tlie  approbation,  of  the  House.*^' 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  io  observe^  that  Mi\  Pitt 
was  completely  foiled  on  the  present  occasion.  Had 
the  Opposition  biit  remained  firm  and  unbroken^ 
unseduced  by  the  love  of  power,  and  undazzled  by 
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the  hopes  of  emplojitient^  many  otter  evils  would 
have  been  either  avoided  or  diniinished. 

A  spirit  of  liberal  enquiry^  about  this  period,  per- 
vaded France,  and  as  the  government  of-  that 
country  was  notoriously  disfigured  with  abuses  of 
every  kind,  it  was  hoped  that  many  useful  and  sa- 
lutary reforms  would  be  produced.  The  love  of 
liberty,  so  congenial  to  an  English  bosom,  urged 
every  candid  and  ingenuous  mind  to  rejoice  at  a 
struggle,  such  as  had  been  before  witnessed  in  this 
country,  and  led  to  all  the  blessings  which  we  have 
ever  enjoyed.  The  excellence  of  the  principles  too 
at  that  time  professed,  have  never  since  been  contro-^ 
verted;  and  notwithstanding  Pandora's  box  of  evils 
was  emptied  during  the  revolution,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  original  struggle  was  not  commend- 
able. But,  if  we  are  even  to  concede  the  point,  it 
must  be  allowed,  that  we  profited  nothing  by  our 
ill-starred  intervention,  and  that  tliose  who  argued, 
first  against  our  embarking,  and  then  against  our 
persevering  in  the  contest,  conceived  the  best  no- 
tions of  the  true  interest^  of  their  native  country. 

Lord  Wycombe  was  one  of  the  small,  but  re- 
spectable minority,  who  reasoned  and  acted  thus> 
while  he  at  the  same  time  seemed  peculiarly  eager 
to  prevent  our  own  municipal  liberties  from  pe- 
rishing in  the  struggle  against  the  new  institutions 
of  France.  We  accordingly  find,  in  1794,  when 
the  speech  of  the  minister  of  that  day  teemed  with 
conspiracies,  and  the  table  of  the  committee-room 
were  encumbered  with  ''  sealed  bags,"  that  the 
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iteblefiiita  in  qu^tioii  bp'poSletf  ihb  pretcSldccI  Ne- 
cessity of  the  strspicmlx)!!  tff  tht  Hub^s  Gdirp'cte  act. 
Oh  ihii  otcaSoA 

'^  tie  seriously  lamented  the  precipitation  with  which  the  bill 
in  questioii  had  Been  carried  thfo^gti  tftat  ftoti^i :  l^elfe.  thi  ene- 
ftry  at  our  gate,  it  could  riot  6i  hrirrieid  WitJi  greater.  He  siid  he 
httd  Kstened  with  th^  utmost  attention  to  all  that  had  been  urged 
ih  support  of  that  pretipitatiofi,  but  had  ndt  heard  one  argument 
that  was  worthy  of  a  moment's  consideration. 

'*  It  was  stkted  that  the  danger  was  pressing.  If  he  desired  to 
Enow,  what  danger  ?  fie  was  referred  to  the  report  on  the  table, 
fte  was  free  to  coWfesis,  tliat  lih  could  riot  discover  in  those  papers 
sftiy  smAi  d^tigef)  but  he  W6uld  Veadily  acknowledge  that  the 
danger  which  h6  appi'ehended  would  ^ise  finom  the  passing  of 
this  bill.  The  excellence  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  was  such, 
that  if  every  fragment  of  the  donstitution  was  gone,  ll^nglishmen 
woulS  find  'an  asylnzh  and  h  ^^afeguaVi  in  tt.  Ijet  thefe  Cdnsider 
wh^t  they  were  about  to  do.  AVheii  the  KKbelfe  'Ceii)tis  id  was 
^spe'nded,  whiefre  was  the  boasted  liberty  of  the  prek  ?  Wlitefe 
was  the  boasted  liberty  of  speech  ?  And  iJ^hen  d^rh^ed  cf  these 
two,  he  would  ask,  what  would  they,  what  could  they  have  to 
boast  of?  He  for  his  part  could  not  discern  any  inconvenience 
frorii  a  short  delay  in  this  matter,  as  he  Vas  pers'Uadeii  that,  in  the 
interval,  gentlemen  would  recollect,  arid  thkt  eveijrsdlutary  biSti^ 
might  be  expecfted  to  resxtlt  fr<5m  reflection.*' 

When  his  Mkjesty,  iti  Febrifary,  1707,  gent 
down  a  message  relative  <6  {he  st6ppa;ge  of  tnfetiey 
j/ayifterits  at  the  fe^iik,  lidxd  Wj/c6mb6^  after  Sditti 
prefa:t6ry  bbservtrtions,  rdtnarked : 

*'  That  much  as  the  crown  had  lost  in  contest  trith  foreign  «nfe- 
mies,  it  had  gained  and  triumphed  over  the  rights  and  liberties, 
and  sacrificed  the  interests  of  its  British  subjects.  The  House 
had  proceeded  upon.ev^ry  thing  just  as  the  Minister  had  thotight 
£t  to  propose  for  some  (inSe.    In  their  proceedings  for  the  I^t 
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£bur  ytar^t  apd  siior^pa^icu]a47  of  th^  last  t^q,  tl^  b^  b^ 
^uite  unmi^idful  of  tl^^  public  ligbte  and  griviteg^a  of  the  |)^plj?. 

''  They  had  availed  themselves  of  ijie  public  torpjor,  ^d  tf§ 
public  jgno^rance,  to  dep^-ive  th^np  of  their  dearest  rightf .  Tb^ 
b^d  iu  d^ir  ^nquisitoriail  fqqctions  over  the  executive  pow  be^ 
so  iiidole^t,  and  in  their  encroachment  upon  popular  rights  so  ac- 
tiv^>  that  U)^  poor  were  tax^  ?uid  shackled  in  such  a  noann^^  ^ 
to  have  nothing  left  that  was  worth  regarding. 

'*  Of  thP  present  p^liament  it  bccanie  him  to  s^  nothing. 
He  should  not  have  trqubled  the  Ifouse  with  one  word  on  thi|| 
pcca!|iop^  if  l^e  F^rei^ot  co^viqced  of  the  necessity  of  something 
being  done>  from  a  recenc  insOuca  of  what  had  happened.  HE|| 
-was  alarmed  indeed  at  the  consequence  to  which  this  measure  was 
leading  i^.  He  had  long  thought  very  unfavourably  of  the  affaurs 
of  this  countiy  5  but  he  did  not  think  that  so  very  soon  after  t|i9 
conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  negociation,  which  was  not  a  trial  fo( 
peace^  but  a  trial  of  skill  between  the  parties,  where  the  onljr 
point  in  dispute  was^  which  of  them  should  furnish  the  best  apo* 
logy  for  the  continuance  of  the  war  >  he  could  not  think,  he  said» 
iSa^i  Ministers  would  sp  soon  ha^  hrpugbt  on  tb«  ruin  of  this 
country. 

^'  He  should  hardly  have  thought  that  they  would  have  insisted 
on  Belguim,  as  the  me  qm  nou  of  peace,  and  that  the  public  cre- 
dit of  this  country  was  to  be  the  price  of  their  obstinacy  in  this 
]»articular.  The  measure  now  before  the  House  might  be  justi^ 
^able^  because  it  might  be  indispensable  on  other  grounds,  but  he 
could  not  help  regretting  the  dark  and  sinister  manner  in  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  brought  it  forward  It  wag 
not  £t  that  the  public  should  be  kept  in  suspense.  It  would  iU 
liecome  the  House,  to  take  steps  in  the  dark.  If  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  suspension  of  payment  enjoined  by  the  Privy 
Council  was  necessary  ibr  public  purposes,  and  be  had  reason  to 
believe  it  was  intended  to  pursue  this  step  to  remove  a  public 
^essure  at  home,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  accede  to  it ;  but 
as  he  was  inclined  to  fear,  from  various  circumstances,  among 
ethers  the  scandalous  treaty  with  the  l^andgraye  of  Hesse  Darm- 
stadtj  that  all  this  was  intended  merely  to  cover  a  design  of  send* 
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Uig  money  to  the  continent  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  was  bound  m 
duty  to  give  it  his  negative.  If  he  thought  thit  any  thing,  by 
way  of  relieving  this  country,  was  seriously  intended  by  it,  he 
should^  to  make  it  in  his  opinion  effectual,  move  an  amendment 
upon  it  5  but  as  he  thought  it  bad  ab  initio,  he  must  oppose  it. 
The  House  should  reflect  on  the  evils  which  such  a  measure  as 
this  would  not  fail  to  produce.  It  would,  among  other  effects, 
lessen  the  value  of  paper  currency  in  the  kingdom. 

*'  He  had,  indeed,  seen  the  misery  which  that  had  produced  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  by  raising  most  rapidly  the  price  of  all 
provisions,  and  bringing  on  a  train  of  wretchedness,  with  which 
the  House  was  utterly  unacquainted.*' 

In  the  spring  of  1799,  when  the  state  of  Ireland 
hacl  become  critical,  and  the  n^easures  of  military 
law  and  free  quarters  began  to  be  practised,  Mr. 
Fox  moved  for  an  enquiry  respecting  the  situation 
of  that  country.  He  was  on  this,  as  on  several 
other  occasions,  supported  by  the  subject  of  this 
memoir^  who  in  fact  seconded  the  niotion. 

'^  Lord  Wycombe  declared,  that  feeling  how  things  were  car- 
ried on,  he  never  entered  the  House  without  a  wish  that  he  was 
relieved  from  the  duty  of  attending  it,  and  that  wish  was  increased 
by  a  speech  which  he  had  heard  to-night.  He  must  declare  also, 
that  with  regard  to  the  present  situation  of  Ireland,  which  was 
owing,  he  had  no  doubt,  to  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Mini* 
sters  towards  that  country,  he  thought  himself  called  upon  to 
aid -the  proposition  which  was  now  submitted  to  the  House  by  his 
rigbt  honourable  friend. 

'f  The  situation  of  Ireland  at  this  moment  was  such  as  to  merit 
the  attention  of  the  British  legislature,  because  it  was  serious  and 
alarming  ;  that  was  the  first  reason  he  had  for  supporting  the  mo- 
tion. The  next  was,  that  he  did  not  .suppose  any  remedy  could 
be  expected  to  be  applied  to  the  evil  by  the  Irish  legislature;  and 
because  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  Irish  craved  any  ^ipm 
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than  was  their  due,  and  what  was  just  and  reasonable  in  itself.  It 
was  with  some  degree  of  shame,  and  no  inconsidera^)le  degree  of 
regret,  that  he  felt  he  could  not  say  any  thing  of  Ireland  from  per- 
sonal observatiot^  j  but  he  thought  it  was  impossible  for  any  man, 
however  ignorant  of  the  country,  to  doubt  of  the  disturbances 
that  had  taken  place  there,  and  which  proved  a  manifest  disaffec- 
tion to  the  government.  \ 

'^  This  distracted  state  of  things  was  evident  in  the  abatement 
of  .the  rents  in  some  places,  and  the  suppression  of  them  in  others. 
It  was  enough,  however,  to  know  what  has  been  done  in  the  great 
county  of  Down,  which  was  declared  by  the  proclamation  of  Ge- 
neral Lake  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  and  out  of  the  King's 
peace.*     He  thought,  instead  of  rigour,  conciliation  ought  to  be 

*  Thp  following  is  the  proclamation  alluded  to  by  his  lord- 
ship: ^ 

BY  0RD£B  OF  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  THE  NORTHERN 
DISTRICT. 

Belfast,  March  13,  1797. 
"  Whereas  the  daring  and  horrid  outrages  in  many  parts  of  thig 
province,  evidently  perpetrated  with  a  view  to  supersede  the  laws 
and  the  administration  of  justice  by  an  organized  system  of  murder 
and  robbery,  have  increased  to  such  an  alarming  degree,  as  from 
their  atrocity  and  extent  to  bid  defiance  to  the  civil  power,  and  to 
endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of  his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects* 
And  whereas  the  better  to  effect  their  traitorous  purposes,  several 
persons  who  have  been  enrolled  under  the  authority  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's commissioners,  and  others,  have  been  forcibly  and  traitor- 
ously deprived  of  their  arms  -,  it  is,  therefore,  become  indispen^ 
sably  necessary,  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  well-disposed, 
to  interpose  the  Khig's  troops  under  my  command ;  and  I  do  here- 
by give  notice,  that  I  have  received  authority  and  directions  to  act 
in  such  a  manner  as  the  public  safety  may  require.  I  do  therefore 
hereby  enjoin  and  require  all  persons  in  this  district  (peace  of- 
ficers and  those  serving  in  a  military  capacity  excepted),  forth-- 
with  to  bring  in  and  surrender  up  all  arras  and  ammunition  which 
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tried  lU  Irdand}  6x  it  wais  tiine  enough  ta  emplefr  fovc»  when 
mildness  failed.  '  ^ 

'^  He  should  have  wished  th^  the  Irish  parSasn^nt  hpd  het9 
left  to  themselves  to  settle  this>  hi^  that  he  kn^sw  the  Iti^  p(U> 
Uament  had  entirely  lost  the  confeteace  of  the  peopfe,  a^d  thci^ 
iore  the  Minister*s  obser?atioQs  on  the  ind^^odeojce  of  the  Irish 
parliament  were  thrown  away.  Indeed,  be  h^d  omitted  to  frav^ 
becawa©  he  could  not,  that  the  Irish  parliament  wa»  independent  j 
I  jdse  truth  was  well  known  to  be>  that  a,  minority  of  thatp^liameut 


they  may  have  in  their  possesion,  to  the  oi^er  commanding  the 
King's  troc^s  in  their  neighbourhood.  I  trust  that  aa  immediato 
compliance  with  this  order  may  reader  a_ny  act  of  mine  to  enforce 
it  unneciessary.  Let  the  people  seriously  reflect,  before  it  is  too 
late,  on  the  ruin  into  which  they  are  rushing  j  let  them  reflect 
upon  their  present  prosperity,  and  the  miseries  into  which  they 
will  inevitably  be  involved  by  perststiog  in  aots  of  positive  rebel- 
lion j  let  them  instantly,  by  restoring  those  traitorously  taken 
from  the  king's  forces,  rescue  themselves  from  the  severity  of 
military  authority.  Let  all  the  k>yal  and  well-intentioned  act  to* 
gether  with  energy  and  spirit,  in  enforcing  subordination  to  the 
laws,  and  restoring  tranquillity  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods, 
and  th^  may  be  assured  of  protection  and  support  from  me.  And 
i  do  hereby  invite  all  persons  who  are  enabled  to  give  in^Drmation 
touching  arms  and  ammunition  which  may  be  concealed,  imm^ 
diately  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  several  o^ers  command* 
ing  his  Majesty*s  forces  in  their  respective  districts  5  and  for  their 
encouragement  and  reward,  I  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  that 
strict  and  inviolable  secrecy  shall  be  observed,  with  respect  to  all 
persons  who  shall  make  such  communications  )|  and  that  every 
person  who  shall  make  it,  shall  receive  as  a  reward  the  full  value 
of  all  such  arms  and  ammunition  as  shall  be  seized  in  consequence 
thereof. 

Signed  by 

"  G.  LAKE,  Lieutenant-GeneraU 
commanding  the  northern  district*' 
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vas  at  the  vUl  qf  tjie  c^bip^  of  Fflgland.  With  regard  to  the  fc«r 
9f  the  religious  sentina^Dts  of  the  Jrish  catholics,  he  thought  it  sin- 
gular that  any  should  be  entertained,  while  we  knew  that  religioa 
was  so  much  on  the  decline  all  over  Europe.  He  really  dreaded, 
that  if  we  did  not  800&  interfere,  we  might  lose  Ireland  alto* 
gether ;  a  loss  that  would  be  more  ^vere  to  us  than  the  lps«  of 
America.'* 


We  have  seen  Lord  Wycombe,  in  the  preceding 
speech,  expressing  his  ''  shame,  and  regret,''  that 
he  had  not  \isited  Ireland.  He  soon  after,  there- 
fore, took  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  state  of  a 
country  with  which  he  was  so  intimately  connected 
by  the  claims  of  blood  and  fortune.  Indeed,  we 
understand  that  few  persons  in  Englaud  are  now 
better  acquainted  with  that  portion  of  the  empire 
than  himself. 

But  his  lordship's  excursions  did  aot  stop  there. 
He  had  visited  France  during  the  memorable 
epoch  of  the  revolution,  and  anterior  to  the  war 
with  this  country ;  he  now  repaired  to  Switzer- 
land, as  if  to  witness  the  last  rays  of  departing  li- 
berty, which  still  continued  for  a  moment  to  en- 
liven and  illuminate  the  hearts  and  soil  of  those  in* 
teresting  mountaineers  who  resided  there.  After 
this  he  entered  It^-ly,  resided  some  time  at  Florence, 
s^jid  vi^^ited  m%ny  of  its  mo^i  interesting  cities,  in 
campany  with  bus  friend  Lord  Holland. 

On  the  demise  of  his  father,  in  1805,  a  new 
scene  opened  before  him,  and  his  lordship  (now 
MaPquis  of  Lan&do^ne)  found  himself  called  upon 
to  support  a  higher  jt^vk  in  society.    Since  this  pe^ 
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riod,  and  indeed  for  some  time  before,  lie  has  not 
addicted  himself  to  politics.  We  are  not  at  all 
astonished  that  this  nobleman  should  keep  aloof  from 
the  disputes  and  the  struggles  of  contending  parties; 
but  as  he  displayed  considerable  talents  for  debate 
while  a  member  of  the  other  House,  we  are  rather 
surprised  that  he  has  not  opened  his  lips  since  he 
succeeded  to  the  honours  of  the  peerage. 

Lord  Lansdowne  has  been  always  greatly  attach- 
ed to  water  excursions,  and  maybe  fairly  considered 
as  one  of  the  best  and  boldest  mariners  in  England. 
In  his  yacht,  called  the  ""  Frisk,"  of  fifty-four  tons, 
mounting  twelve  three-pounders,  and  carrying  eight 
men  and  a  master,  he  visited  Ireland,  as  well  as 
many  parts  of  England  and  France.  Tlie  favour- 
able^ position  of  Southamptoi^,  urbs  speciosa 
situ,  niticUsy  pulcherima  tectis,  '  grata  peregrinis, 
induced  him  to  settle  there  ]  and  having  no  house 
nor  establishment  at  that  period,  he  generally  lived 
in  his  vessel,  and  always  slept  on  board.* 


*  In  1806  and  I8O7,  several  gentlemen  of  great  nautical  skill 
had  sailing  boats  in  Southampton  water,  as  well  as  Lord  Lans- 
downe, and  were  accustomed  like  him  to  navigate  these  them- 
selves. Captain  Pearson  of  the  royal  navy,  son  of  Sir  Richard 
Pearson,  late  lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  may  be 
considered,  on  account  of  his  professional  talents,  to  take  the  lead. 
Lord  Cavan  too,  who  resides  at  Eaglehurst,  is  considered  as  one  of 
the  best  sailors  in  the  kingdom,  although  fered  in  the  army,  in 
which  he  is  now  a  lieutenant-general. 

The  spread  eagle  of  Anspach  was  at  the  same  time  displayed 
from  th«  poop  of  the  margravine's  barge. 
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Being  induced,  from  a  variety  of  motives,  to  pur- 
chase the  site  of  the  ancient  castle,*  he  has  erected  a 
modern  one  on  its  foundations,  from  the  battlements 
of  which  the  county  of  Hants,  Southam[>ton  water, 
the  Solent  sea,  with  the  Isle  of  Wig^it  in  the  back 
ground,  appear  as  in  a  panorama.  The  kitchen, 
which  is  completed  in  the  purest  style  of  Gothic  ar- 
chitecture, at  the  same  time  contains  all  the  conve- 

*  ^'  There  be  in  the  fair  and  strong  waulle  of  New  Haroptpn, 
eight  gates,  &c.'*  says  Leland ;  **  the  glory  of  the  castle  is  in  the 
dungeon,  that  is  both  large,  fair,  and  strong,  both  by  work  and  the 
§ite  of  it.**  When  the  modern  castle  is  conipleted,  it  will  contri- 
bute not  a  little  to  adorn  Southampton,  and  it  already  forms  a  fine 
object,  whether  viewed  at  a  distance  on  the  land  side,  or  contem- 
plated in  a  boat  from  any  part  of  Southampton  water  to  the  -west- 
ward of  the  town,  particularly  Dibdin  bay.  The  Gothic  windows, 
when  their  compartments  are  filled  with  stained  glass, 

''  Shedding  a  dinV  religious  light,*' 

will  produce  a  fine  effect,  and  the  view  from  the  top  will  be  beau- 
tiful in  the  extreme. 

The  architectural  critic  will  not,  perhaps,  be  disposed  to  ap- 
prove the  manner  in  which  the  octagon  tower  is  fiiitd  up,  as  it 
appears  to  violate  the  general  costume y  by  the  introduction  of  a 
piodern  boudoir ;  but  de  gustibus  non  est  disputandum  3  and  in  a 
matter  of  taste  there  will  be  doubtless  many  opinions; 

The  apartment  in  queslion,  which  in  Jact  is  in  tlie  style  of  a 
French  boudoir,  taken  yer  se,  is  beautiful  in  the  extreme.  Among 
other  ornaments,  is  a  fine  picture  pf  a  sybil,  with  the  following 
motto,  in  raised  gold  letters  on  the  chimney  pi^ce  : 

MAJORdUE  VIDERI 
NBC  MORTALI  SONANS. 

We  lament  to  find  that  the  seat  in  Wiltshire  is  deserted,  as  the 
late  Marquis  displayed  great  taste  in  ornamenting  it,  and  in  fact 
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Bieqcifs  iatroduced  by  iQodera  igiproveopepti ;  jet 
w«  coyld  no4  but  smHe  at  tlm  buge  ^t^oaking  eftoif j 
as  coovejing  a  just  allus^ion  to  tbe  qivmiq^fs  of  a  part 
age.  The  gardens^  hot  hoy^e^,  &c.  are  situate  at 
RomSley  i  tbey  ape  ei^celient  in  thei^  kind^  and  the 
wall  if;  oae  ^f  the  finest  in  the  kuigdom.  When  k 
is  recollected  that  tbi$  individual  spoA  canning  the 
original  patripoumy  of  the  author  of  ''  Poiiiic^ 
Arithmetic/'  it  cannot  he  viesKed  without  an  un- 
common degree  of  iqterest. 

The  mention  of  this  celebrated  man  naturally  re-^ 
minds  us  of  a  circumstance  which  reflects  great 
honour  on  the  public  spirit  qf  his  representative.  It  is 

redalnxed  the  site,  as  Louis  XIV.  did  that  of  Versailles^  so  as  i%r 
<;onveft  a  bog  into  a  paradise. 

ON  BOWOOD, 

THE  SEAT  OF  THE  EAKL  OF    SHEL^URNB. 
B7  TOE   BON.  COILATK  |fOKR|S. 

'^  Mark  the  new  scene,  how  wealth  and  art  "unite 

T  enrich  the  soil,  and  give  the  eye  delight : 

Here  shady  walks  and  rushy  bogs  bore  sway,  ^ 

Now  fields  of  com  the  ploughman's  toil  obey,  > 

And  lowing  pastures  cheer  the  welcome  day.  5 

'^  See  roads  new  traced  for  universal  good. 
With  stately  bridges  to  surmount  the  flood. 
The  goddess  Culture  gains  a  new  domain, 
i  Enliv  ning  all,  and  with  her  busy  train 

Spreads  a  rich  nr.antle  over  hill  and  plain : 
Whilst  Nature  views  the  happy  changes  madCj, 
With  pleasing  wonder,  like  a  country  maid. 
Who,  drest  in  elegance,  with  rich  array. 
Scarce  knows  herself,  blushing  to  lo9J^  sp  gay." 


} 
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a  Virtfi  tooi^rh  Act,  thitt  in  IMS^  Si^  Williaift  Petty 
i^^n^ucted  y^hkt  N/r as  eril6d  a  ''  doubk  ship/'  or, 
more  properly/ a  single  ship  with  a  double  botltrnt, 
tHWch  V^^tfs  i^^utt^  td  ml  conskleraWy  faster  than 
lifiy  ve^el  vrith  i^hiiA  it  6ver  bad  an  oppfortuHity 
to  contend.  ''  tier  firs*  voyage/'  we  are  told, 
^  *'  Ivas  from  l>ubiin  to  Holyhead,  and  on  her  returfi 
slf^  worked  into  that  Mrrow  and  difficult  harbouir 
against  both  wind  and  tide,  among  rocks  and  shipd, 
^ith  such  dext^ity,'*  to  adopt  the  langulige  of  that 
day>  ''  as  many  an  ancient  seaman  confessed  tfce^ 
had  nev^  seen  the  like/' 

This  extriiordirtary  bark,  which  was  afterwards 
lost,  with  seventy  more,  during  a  dreadful  tempest^ 
appdars  to  have  resembled  the  double  canoes  of 
fte  Ladrone  islands,  fastened  together  by  means 
of  an  outiigger,  of  w%ich  we  belieiM  (for  We  now 
speak  froto  rafemcHry)  there  is  a  plate  in  tta't^kes- 
worth's  Voyages.  Sudh  was  her  eelebtity,  that  a 
model  still  hangs,  as  we  have  been  told  by  one  of 
its  members,  in  the  couffeil-room  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, of  which  the  ingenious  prcgector  Was  one  of 
the  founders. 

The  present  Mtir€[ais  of  Lfetisdotvfle,  aiituated  by 
A  very  cominendabte  afea;l,  h^  iftade  several  attempts 
lo  obtain  a  vessel  with  simflar  quftlities  to  those  de- 
scribed above.  His  lordship  began  by  k  ytvj  smatli 
boat,  and  in  1S06  had  one  of  larger  &iitf^hsi(ftss 
built,  under  his  own  inspection,  by  a  shtp-carpetaiter 
of  the  name  of  Dallas,  in  a  shed  imtoedisJtdy  ^*d=- 
jorining  the  castle  at  Southampton,    flavin^  been 
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dragged  on  a  truck,  bj  six  borses>  to  Itchen  ferry^ 
she  was  launched  there  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  of 
July,  1806. 

Here  follows  a  pretty  accurate  description  of  bcr. 
She  is  a  single  vessel  with  two  bottoms,  forming 
a  curve  or  arch  between  them,  through  which  the 
sea  flows.  The  extreme  length  is  thirty  feet,  the 
kef»l,  or  rather  keels,  are  twenty  fieet,  and  the  bur- 
den thirteen  tons. 

The  stern  is  handsomely  painted  with  a  fine  etrus- 
can  border,  adorned  with  dolphins,  while  the  bee- 
hive, the  appropriate  crest,  we  belive,  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Petty  (ut  apes  geometria/inj  surmounts  the 
whole. 

^  We  lament  io  state  that  this  vessel  did  not  an- 
swer the  expectations  of  the  noble  owner,  and  that 
after  having  been  swamped,  the  Marquis  was  re- 
luctantly obliged  to  abandon  her.  He  afterwards 
purchased  a  schooner-rigged  French  prize^in  which 
we  have  beheld  him  beating  up  with  great  skill  be- 
tween West  Cowes  and  Southampton. 

Lord  Lansdowne  is  married  to  Lady  Gifford,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Sir  Duke  Gifford,  Bart,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  daughter  of  a  respectable 
clergyman  in  the  county  of  Chester.  He  is  a  tall 
personable  man,  rather  regardless  of  his  dress,  and 
so  inured  to  the  rigours  of  the  elements,  that  no 
one,  we  believe,  ever  saw  him  of  late  years  with 
either  a  great  coat  or  a  pair  of  gloves  during  the 
severest  days  of  winter. 

On  the  demise  of  Mr.  Fox,  he  paid  the  highest 
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codapliment  that  a  nautical  man  could  do  to  bis 
memory,  by  boisting  the  colours  of  his  yacht  half 
way  up  the  ensiga  staff! 


2.    LORD  HENRY  PETTY,  M.  A, 

LATE  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER,  &C.  &C. 

Men  are  not  only  best  acquainted  with  the  arts 
to  which  they  are  bred,  but  they  attain  equal  skill 
and  facility  in  practice,  by  a  previous  application 
to  the  theory.  This  is  eminently  conspicous  in  the 
learned  professions,  for  no  one  pretends  to  be  a  re- 
gular lawyer,  physician,  or  divine,  without  initia- 
tion, due  admission,  and  induction.  It  is  not  a 
little  remarkable,  however,  that  most  persons  con- 
sider themselves  ipso  facto  statesmen,  without  either 
toil  or  study ;  and  so  modest  is  the  bulk  of  mankind 
in  this  point  of  view,  that  scarcely  any  one  who 
has  figured  away  as  a  member  of -parliament  or  a 
city  orator,  but  thinks  himself  admirably  calculated 
to  direct  the  affairs  of  a  nation. 

Three  men  in  our  own  age  have  been  educated, 
however,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  general  opinion 
to  which  we  have  just  alluded,  and  it  is  not  a  little 
remarkable  that  they  were  all  the  younger  sons  of 
noblemen,'and  have  all  become  ministers.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  Henry  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  actu- 
ally brought  up  his  favourite  son  Charles  for  the 
very  situation  which  he  afterwards  attained^  al- 
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though  he  would  doubtless  have  wished  him  to  hate 
embraced  a  different  party^  a»  welt  as  pursued  dif- 
ferent measures.  The  next  instance  is  that  of  this 
late  Mr.  Pitt^  whose  opinions  and  practice^  towards 
the  middle  and  latter  end  of  his  career^  were  also  in 
express  opposition  to  the  principles  which  had  been 
instilled  and  acted  upon  bj  his  illustrious  father. 
The  last  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir^  who,  like  tb^ 
other  two^  was  regularly  bred  a  statesman^  and  em* 
ployed  from  his  early  youth,  to  conlBider^  conyerse» 
and  debate  on  public  afiairs :  in  fioe>  he  has  beea  a 
man  of  business  from  his  childhood. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  is  the  son  of  the  late  William 
Petty^  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  by  his  Second  wife. 
Lady  Louisa  Fitzpatrick^  sister  to  the  Earl  of  Up- 
per Ossory.  He  was  born  in  July,  1780,  and  bdn^ 
a  great  favourite,  as  is  often  the  case  with  a  younget 
child,  extraordinary  pains  were  intended  to  be  be^ 
stowed  on  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  His  fath^ 
was  accustomed  frequently  to  agitate  the  question 
which  has  been  so  often  mooted  relative  to  a  public 
or  private  education  ;  and  we  have  more  than  once 
heard  it  mentioned,  to  the  credit  of  the  discern*- 
ment  and  candour  of  the  present  Marquis,  that  it 
was  he  who  fixed  the  wavering  resolves  ^  paternal 
solicitude^  by  declaring  openly  in  favour  of  tbt 
former. 

Lord  Henry  was  accotdingly  sfeht  to  Westmiustet 
school ;  and  as  Berkley-square  was  at  too  great  A 
distance  to  return  every  night,  atid  repair  every 
morning  thither,  he  lodged  and  boarded  in  Dean'e- 
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jBxi,  and  submitted  in  all  things  to  the  usual  disci- 
pline of  the  institution.  Mr.  Thhary,  M.  A:  of 
Cambridge^  a  young  divine^  and  son  of  a  respect- 
able clergyman^  acted  at  that  time^  we  believe^  in 
the  situation  of  an  usher  there^  and  to  his  particu- 
lar care  this  pupil  was  committed^  They  after- 
wards repaired  together  to  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh^ on  which  occasion  they  resided  within^  or 
at  least  frequently  visited  at^  the  mansion  of  the  re- 
spectable Professor  Dugald  Stuart^  and  experienced 
sdl  the  kind  attentions  of  Mrs.  S.  who  is  a  woman 
of  family^  being  nearly  related  to  a  noble  house  in 
North  Britain^  and  has^  if  we  are  not  mistaken^  sa- 
crificed at  the  altar  of  the  Muses.  Here  they 
found  a  good  table/ and  excellent  company.  Whe- 
ther Lord  Ashburton^  Lord  Fitzharris^  and  Lord 
Henry  Petty^  look  back  on  their  evening  entertain* 
menis  as  the 

*^  NOCTXSj  CENJBOX7E  DEO&VM^'* 

we  cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  certain  it  is  that  the 
Scotch  marmalade  and  Scotch  philosophy  were  nei- 
ther of  them  at  that  moment  despicable,  while  the 
Speculative  Society,  of  which  they  were  members^ 
rejoiced  at  such  an  acquisition..* 

On  their  way  home,  the  tutor  and  the  pupil  vi- 

*  "  The  Speculative  Society  was  instituted  for  improvement  in 
public  speakii^,  and  in  science  in  general,  without  having  pecu« 
liar  reference  to  any  of  its  branches.  The  members  meet  weekly 
during  the  sitting  of  the  college,  in  a  haU  built  by  themselves, 
A.  D.  1769,  on  a  spot  of  ground,  on  the  south  side  of  the  college 
area,  granted  them  for  the  special  purpose  by  the  town*cottncil  of 

1808-1809.  .1 
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sited  Cambridge^  and  as  the  former  was  a  member 
of  Trinity  College^  it  was  natural  for  him  to  be 
partial  to  that  society.  This  circumstance^  we  be- 
lieve, trifling  as  it  may  appear,  decided  in  some  re- 
spects the  future  destiny  of  Lord  Henry,  for  be 
was  sent  to  this  university  instead  of  Oxford,  to 
which  he  may  be  considered  as  possessing  certain 
&mily  claims. 

How  he  conducted  himself  at  Trinity,*  where 
he  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  and  how  much 


Edinburgh,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  principal  of  the  uni- 
versity. 

'*  The  gentlemen  discourse  in  rotation  upon  any  literary  subject 
they  incline  5  and  these  performances  undergo  a  very  free  criti- 
cism. The  rest  of  the  entertainment  consists  of  a  debate  upon  a 
subject  previously  appointed,  which  is  opened  by  one  of  the 
members  in  rotation,  and  discussed  by  the  society  at  large. 

^'  Far  from  a  promiscuous  admission  into  this  society,  it  is  re- 
stricted to  a  very  limited  number  -,  and  such  has  been  its  reputa- 
tion, that  the  number  of  candidates  for  supplying  vacancies  has 
afforded  the  society  an  opportunity  to  select  those  who  are  distin- 
guished for  capacity,  industry,  and  decoruip.  It  consists  of  gen- 
tlemen who  follow  respectively  all  the  liberal  professions,  but  the 
greatest  number  belongs  to  the  law  -,  and  it  has  already  furnished 
several  professors  to  the  universities  of  St  Andrew's  and  Edin^ 
burgb.'*  Jmots  Hist,  of  Edinburgh,  p.  430—431. 

*  As  Henry  VIII.  possessed  himself  some  talents  for  leamingi 
he  was  an  encourager  of  them  in  others.  He  founded  Ttimty 
College  in  Cambridge,  and  gave  it  ample  endowments. 

'*  The  countenance  given  to  letters  by  this  king  and  his  minis- 
ters," adds  Hume,  '^  contributed  to  render  learning  fashionable 
in  England.  Erastpus  speaks  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  gene- 
Tal  regard  paid  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  to  m^n  of  knowledge.'* 
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lie  became  endeared  to  his  contemporaries^  it  is 
is  almost  unnecessary  to  mention ;  indeed,  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  elected  to  represent  that  great 
and  learned  body  in  parliament^  will  be  the  best  an* 
swer  to  any  question  that  may  be  urged  on  that 
subject. 

Alter  returning  from  college.  Lord  Henry  wap 
sent  abroad  by  his  father,  and  he  was  confided  on 
this  occasion  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Dumont,  for  whom 
the  Marquis  had  obtained  a  place  in  a  public 
office,  during  the  period  that  his  friend,  the  late 
Colonel  de  Barre,  held  the  clerkship  of  the  Pells, 
It  was  in  company  with  this  gentleman,  who  is  said 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  foreign  languages  and 
foreign  afiairs,  that  he  visited  France,  which  en- 
jayed  a  short  interval  of  peace,  after  the  struggles 
and  the  wars  arising  out  of  a  tempestuous  revolu- 
tion; and  Switzerland  then  about  to  experience  all 
the  horrors  of  a  foreign  bondage. 

On  his  revisiting  England,  and  just  at  the  period 
when  he  had  attained  the  twenty-second  year  of  his 
agte,  Lotd  Henry  was  returned  a  member  of  the 
new  parliament  convoked  in  1806,  being  nominated 
rather  than  elected  for  the  borough  of  Calne.  Dur^ 
ing  the  first  twelve  months  he  was  silent,  but  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1804,  he  made  his  maiden  speech 
on  the  '^  Irish  bank  restriction  bill,*'  and  he  was 
much  complimented  on  this  occasion  by  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, formerly  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Ireland,  and  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  af 
that  country. 

I  2 
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Soon  after  this  the  member  for  Calne  supported 
the  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  origin  and 
prosecution  of  the  paltry,  but  destructive  war  ia 
Ceylon.  He  was  ''  astonished/'  he  said,  "  at  the 
sort  of  argument  set  up  by  the  ministers  against 
the  motion,  as  it  would  be  strange  for  those  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  a  ship,  when  a  proposition 
was  made  to  examine  her  timbers  or  general  state^ 
to  say  that  such  an  enquiry  would  come  much  bet- 
ter after  the  vessel  had  got  into  port," 

On  June  18,  when  the  late  Mr.  Pitt  brought 
forward  his  celebrated  additional  force  dill,  which 
incurred  so  much  censure.  Lord  Henry  followed 
Mr.  Canning,  and  observed,  that 

"  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
kid  begun  by  complaining  that  gentlemen  had  in  general  treated 
the  bill  with  leverity,  in  trying  it  by  some  imaginary  standard  of 
excellence^  altogether  unattainable  in  the  present  state  of  ou^  af* 
feirs.  There  was,  however,  one  standard  by  which  every  measure 
might  be  fairly  tried,  which  was  the  specific  end  it  proposed  to 
attain,  and  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  the  means  employed  to  ar« 
rive  at  that  end.  The  fundamental  objection  to  the  measuro  ap« 
peared  to  be,  that  it  was  of  a  mixed  qku^pter,  it  was  partly  a 
tax  and  partly  a  requisition,  and  he  was  afraid,  like  all  measures 
of  the  same  cast,  its  operation  in  both  cases  would  be  defective  j 
as  a  tax  it  would  be  oppressive  and  unequal,  as  a  requisition  it 
would  be  ine^ectual.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  said,  that 
if  any  gentleman  expected  that  he  -could  put  to  himlelf  the  ques<^ 
tion  of  burden  or  no  burden  in  the  present  state  of  bur  afiTairs,  he 
was  much  mistaken,  and  he  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  thinking  io  ^  but  a  question  that  might  be  put  was, 
E^ual  burdens  or  uniequal,  partial  and  direct,  or  general  and  indi- 
rect taxation,  and  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  an  answer. 

^'  The  inequality  in  the  present  case  was  obvious5  some  padshet' 
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where  manufactures  flourisbed,  and  wages  were  high>  would  find 
it  impossible^  whatever  exertions  might  be  used^  to  raise  the  men, 
whHst  other  parishes^  differently  circumstanced,  might  find  them 
with  facility.  The  complex  machinery  employed,  and  the  multi- 
plication  of  intermediate  causes  and  effects^  might  prevent  gentle- 
men from  looking  so  sen6vis\y  as  they  ought  to  do  at  the  result  j 
but  the  result  was>  that  one  part  of  the  community  would  be  se* 
lected  to  defray  what  the  public  exigency  required,  whilst  another 
would  be  entirel)r  exempted ;  although  it  was  not  a  ballot  for  in- 
dividuals, it  would  be  in  some  sort  a  ballot  for  parishes  and  coun- 
ties, since  it  subjected  them  to  all  the  effects  of  chance, 

'*  Of  all  that  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,* 
nothing  bad  surprised  him  more  than  the  charge  of  inconsistency 
brought  against  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  who 
had  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  the  ballot,  because  they  op- 
posed this  measure  now  that  the  ballot  was  omitted :  in  any 
other  case  such  an  argument  would  be  thought  absurd.  Did  the 
removal  of  one  objection  diminish  the  force  of  others  ?  Would  a 
poet  by  cancelling  a  few  bad  lines,  or  a  painter  by  effacing  any 
one  monstrous  feature,  think  himself  entitled  to  admiration  for  the 
remainder  of  his  composition^  although,  perhaps,  equally  exposed 
to  criticism. 

^*  Indeed,  from  the  manner  gentlemen  ai^gued  respecting  the 
ballot,  one  would  almost  suppose  that  it  had  only  been  brought  for* 
ward  for  the  purpose  of  being  afterwards  withdrawn  $  that,  like 
those  exhibitions,  where,  to  prepare  us  for  seeing  objects  by  a 
false  light,  wie  are  plungAl  for  a  few  moments  in  utter  darkness, 
the  ballot  was  left  for  some  time  suspended  before  our  eyw,  to 
prevent  us  from  discerning  the  real*  complexion  of  the  other  fea- 
tures of  the  plan  proposed. 

*'  He  now  came  to  the  employment  of  parish  officers.  It  had 
been  stated  that  this  was  no  new  practice,  that  they  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  army  of  reserve  and  militia  acts  ^  but  there  was  thig 
simple  though  material  difference  ^  in  former  acts  they  had  been 
employed  ministerially,  they  were  now  employed  actively  j  before, 

ill     1    '      I      I       II i  I    1 11        '  III  I  rii   !■        ■  ■! 

*  Mr.  Ktt. 
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the  means  4s  well  as  the  duty  were  prescribed  ^  now  they  wercf 
only  directed  to  exert  themselves. 

*'  Undefined  exertion  was  dangerous  when  applied  to  persons 
in  authority,  since  with  them  the  most  convenient  exertion  was. 
the  most  arbitrary.  But  gentlemen  should  consider  what  change 
this  was  likely  to  effect  in  the  persons  chosen  to  fill  the  situation 
of  parish  o£Scers.  Hitherto-  they  have  been  selected  for  their  so- 
briety^ benevolence,  and  good  moral  character.  Now  the  only 
object  would  be  to  find  those  who  could  procun^men,  and  save 
the  parish  from  the  threatened  burden.  A  crimp  or  any  other 
character  equally  infamous  might  benefit  the  parish  more  by  his 
dexterity  than  the  honest  man.  Thus  the  most  important  func- 
tions of  their  office  would  be  either  entirely  neglected  or  grossly 
abused. 

'*  But  would  the  m^n  be  obtained,  and  if  they  were,  would 
they  be  such  as  it  would  be  desirable  to  send  into  tlie  regular 
army  ^  The  measure  to  which  the  present  bore  the  strongest  ana- 
logy, was  confessedly  the  worst  adopted  during  the  late  war  5  and 
no  proof  was  offered  to  shew  that  the  force  raised  under  this  act 
yroOld  be  more  respectable  or  more  efficient  than  that  raised  under 
the  quota  act.  He  now^me  to  the  distribution  of  the  men  when 
raised  into  second  battalions.  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  a  greater 
number  would  be  induced  to  enter  for  general  service  when  they 
were  confined  to  one  specific  corps,  than  when  the  whole  service 
was  open  to  them  ?  Bu^  it  seemed  the  influence  of  local  attach- 
ments was  much  relied  on.  In  the  first  place,  this  could  not  exist 
in  many  instances,  for  where  the  parish  could  not  find  the  men, 
the  comnnandiipig  officer  was  left  at  liberty,  to  procure  them,  if  he 
pleased,  from  the  remotest  part  of  the  country. 

**  No  sooner  had  the  Yorkshire  manufacturer  received  the  ma- 
gical touch  of  the  legislative  wand,  than  he  was  to  be  trans- 
formed into  a  Kentish  yeomam ;  and  not  only  was  he  to  become  a 
Kentish  man,  but  he  was  suddenly  to  imbibe  so  strong  an  affec- 
tion for  his  Kentish  brethren,  as  to  incur  new  risks  and  dangers 
for  their  sake.  .  . 

••  But  supposing  all  .the  persons  enlisted  to  come  from  the  same 
place,  would  not  the  correspoAdence  between  those  in  the  first  and 
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second  battalion  lead  to  a  comparison  between  their  respective 
situations^  and  deter  those  who  found  themselves  comfortably  situ- 
ated from  encountering  tlie  dangers  of  foreign  wars  and  climates  ? 
Thw  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  of  the  Archduke  Leopold 
of  Florence,  who  when  he  apprehended  an  emigration  from 
thence  to  the  Crimea,  sent  for  the  persons  who  were  about  to  emi- 
grate,  and  told  them  he  would  grant  his  permission,  on  condition 
they  would  write  to  their  friends  a  faithful  account  of  the  difficul- 
ties they  Encountered  5  they  did  so,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  no  further  emigration  took  place. 

*'  Such  probably  would  be  the  effect  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  battalions.  On  the  whole,  he  thought  the  bill  de- 
served to  be  rejected,  because  it  went  to  establish  a  tax,  unequal, 
unconstitutional,  and  every  way  injurious ;  because  the  means  by 
which  it  was  to  be  carried  int©  execution  were  imperfect  and  unfit 
for  their  end  -,  because  it  threatened  to  disturb  and  endanger  the 
Whole  administration  of  parochial  justice,  by  imposing  functions 
upon  parish  officers,  incompatible  with  those  they  at  present  exer- 
cised 5  and  above  all,  because  it  held  out  no  reasonable  prospect 
of  effecting  its  object,  that  of  raising  an  efficient  and  respectable 
force  for  regular  service." 

After  expressing  himself  freely  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  government  on  the  Irish  Habeas 
Corpus  bill^  and  declaripg  his  indignation  at  the 
treatment  experienced  by  Mr.  Todd  Jones^  who 
was  soon  after  released  from  a  rigorous  con- 
finement^ his  Lordship^  for  the  first  time^  realised 
those  opinions  which  had  been  formed  of  his  ta- 
lents during  the  debates  on  Lord  Melville's  con- 
duct as  Paymaster  of  the  Navy.  On  Monday, 
April  8,  he  spoke  at  some  length  on  this  subject, 
and  iff  the  courser  of  his  harangue,  replied  ably 
to  some  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  the  Minister 
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of  that  day^  Mr.  Pitt^  who  had  proposed  an  amend'- 
ment,  and  whom  he  succeeded  in  the  debate. 

"  Lord  Henry  Petty  said  he  would  have  left  it  to  others  better 
acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  office,  to  have  followed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  through  the  statement  he  had  made,  had 
he  not  felt  that  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  his  speaking 
thus  early,  conscious  that  the  present  was  not  altogether  a 
question  in  which  long  practice  was  so  much  required,  as  a  re- 
gard to  that  respect  and  dignity  which  every  member  of  that 
House  ought  to  be  equally  solicitous  should  characterise  their  pro* 
ceedings.  He  confessed  that  he  was  never  more  surprised  th^ 
^t  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  begun 
charging  the  honourable  mover*  of  the  resolutions  with  want  of 
moderation  and  temperance,  although,  so  far  as  he  was  able  to 
judge  of  the  resolutions,  they  were  resolutions  founded  on  facts, 
and  the  whole  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  was  composed 
of  deductions  from  facts. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  honourable  mover 
had  dealt  in  a  cpmplicated  matter  of  figures.  He  begged  it,  how- 
ever, to  be  rtcoUected  from  what  this  had  arisen.— From  the  ob- 
scurity in  which  matters  had  been  involved  by  Lord  Melville  and 
his  Paymaster,  and  that  the  complication  wad  founded  on  the  vio^ 
lation  of  an  act  of  parliament.  .  Had  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  wished  to  state  the  matter  fairly,  he  might  altogether  have 
^voided  any  such  complication.  He  omitted  to  notice  what  had 
not  been  disputed,  first,  that  Lord  Melville  had  violated  an  act  of 
parliament,  by  allowing  his  paymaster  to  apply  the  public  money 
to  bis  own  use}  and  secondly,  that  be  had  also  violated  the  same 
act,  in  having  himself  applied  the  money  entrusted  to  hin^  fox 
one  branch  of  service,  tp  another  entirely  unconnected  with  it. 
Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  pretend  to  call  these  a  com* 
plication  of  figures  ?  Or  were  they  not  rather  facts  standing  ad» 
piitted  on  the  confession  of  the  noble  lord  (Melville)  himself?  He 

t  Mr.  Whitbfead. 
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agreed  it  would  be  time  to  go  into  a  select  committee  after  the  re- 
solutions of  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  assented  to^ 
that  they  may  then  enquire  into  the  facts  which  were  at  present 
obscure  j  but  he  denied  that  it  was  possible  to  go  into  such  com- 
mttee  with  any  hope  or  expectation  of  receiving  any  additional 
light  on  the  two  points  he  had  already  stated }  it  could  not  be, 
unless  they  were  to  indulge  the  supposition  that  Locd  Melville 
might  forswear  himself^  and  deny  in  one  place  what  he  had  ad« 
mitted  in  another.  The  question  neither  required,  nor  could  ad<» 
mit  of  delay.  It  concerned  the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament 
made  by  their  own  body,  and  which  the  person  accused  of  break. 
it,  admitted  he  had  broken. 

'^  The  fight  honourable  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  palliate 
the  guilt  of  the  noble  viscount,  by  staling  that  the  public  had  sus* 
tained  no  injury.  That  was  a  defence,  however,  which  he  could 
not  sustain.  It  was,  in  the  first  place,  sufficient  to  say,  that  a 
great  loss  might  have  been  incurred.  But  secondly,  it  was  hardlj 
possible  that  in  transactions  where  so  large  sums  were  involved,  a 
positive  loss  should  not  have  been  sustained.  The  noble  lord  de- 
clared that  he  felt  himself,  by  possessing  no  official  knowledge, 
unable  to  follow  the  right  honourable  gentleman  into  the  state- 
ments which  he  had  made,  further  tl^sm  common  sense  enabled 
Jiim  to  detect  their  fallacy. 

The  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  had  said,  that  sums  could  not 
te  drawn  out  for  the  naval  service  but  as  they  were  wanted  >  and. 
yet  be  ha4  immediately  afterwards  confessed  that  great  sums  had 
been  diverted  from  that  to  other  services.  Now  he  was  at  9  loss 
to  conceive,  if  the  ri|ht  honourable  geptleman  was  correct  in  his 
first  assertion,  that  no  money  could  be  drawn  for  the  naval  service 
till  wanted,  how  this  appropriation  could  have  bten  m^de  without 
leaving  the  navy  without  the  necessary  supplies.  But,  secondly, ,  if 
money  might  at  all  be  so  diverted  from  its  prpper  branch  of  ser- 
vice, it  might  with  equal  facility  be  misapplied  to  private  advan- 
tage 5  for  if  the  door  of  abuse  was  once  opened,  there  was  no 
saying  where  the  evil  might  stop.  The  right  *  honourable  gentle- 
ffim'»  aoswer^  however,  ag;ain  occurred.    The  speculations  had 
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been  successful — no  loss  Jiad  occurred,  and  so  no  harm  had  been 
done. 

"  The  noble  lord,  however,  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  if 
the  speculations  of  the  noble  lord,  or  his  paymaster  or  broker,  had 
been  successful,  it  was  not  difficult  to  figuce  from  whence  tlieir 
knowledge  had  been  derived.  Mr.  Mark  Sprott,  the  broktr,  was 
in  the  confic'ence  of  Mr.  Trotter  j  Mr.  Trotter  was  in  the  con- 
fidence of  Lord  Melville  ;  and  Lord  Melville  was  in  the  public 
confidence;  and'so  they  had  an  opportunity  among  them  of  car- 
rying on  successful  speculations  in  the  public  funds.  He  had  heard 
of  formidable  conspiracies,  but  for  his  own  part  he  declared  he 
never  heard  of  a  conspiracy  more  formidable  than  that  formed  by 
those  three  ^>ersons.  His  Lordship  here  alluded  to  a  systematic  train 
of  deception  practised  by  Lord  Melville,  whenever  any  enquiry 
.  was  put  on  foot  relative  to  the  nature  of  his  office,  and  particularly 
mentioned  his  declarations  before  the  committee  of  finance^ 
which  he  must  have  known  at  the  time  not  to  be  founded  on 
fiict. 

"  He  knew  that  the  principal  purpose  of  the  enactments  of  that 
committee  ^.nd  of  parliament^  fi'om  the  year  1/86,  had  been,  that 
all  monies  should  issue  througl^  the  bank,  and  that  his  ofHce 
should  cease  to  be  a  treasury,  yet  he  knew  that  those  instructions 
had  been  regularly,  systematically,  and  unifornaJy  abandoned. 
And  was  the  House  now  to  be  be  told  that  they  mast  proceed 
farther  in  their  enquiry  into  th^  conduct  of  such  a  person  before 
they  determined  on  the  propriety  of  dismissing  him  from  his  of- 
ficial situation  ?  Suppose  him  to  ask  Mr.  Sprott  if  he  had  been  iu 
the  habit,  instead  of  investing  the  money  entrusted  to  his  care  in 
the  names  of  Mr.  Trotter  or  Lord  Melville,  he  had  occasionally 
applied  20  cr  30,000Z.  to  his  own  use  ?  and  were  he  to  decline  an- 
swering the  question,  he  suspected  he  would  soon  cease  to  be 
broke  either  for  Mr.  Trotter  or  Lord  Melville.  Or,  suppose  him 
to  plead  as  an  excuse,  that,  from  the  mode  of  keeping  his  book«j 
he  could  not  say  whether  he  might  not  have  invested  part  of  the 
money  in  his  own  name  -,  would  it  not  be  answered  that  that  was 
a  mode  of  keeping  accounts  not  to  be  tolerated  by  any  broker  on 
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the  ]SxchaDge  of  London  ?  If  so,  his  Lordship  would  ask,  was 
such  conduct  to  be  tolerated  in  the  Treasurer  of  the  British 
Navy  ? 

'f  The  people  of  En^gUnd  paid  their  servants  Fiberally^^  and  iq  no 
departrpent  more  so  than  in  Somerset-bouse,  and  they  had  as  good 
a  right  to  see  justice  done  them  as  any  person  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
change could  pretend  to  have.   His  Lordship  then  alluded  to  Lord 
Melville's  letter,  and  said,  that  if  iii  that  letter  even  the  noble  Vis- 
count had  asserted  his  innocence,  however  much  he  might  have 
been  convinced  of  the  contrary,  there  would  have  been  some  ground 
for  going  into  a  committee.     He  would  even  like  to  see  any  of 
his  friends  bold  enough  to  make  such   an  assertion.     Neither 
the  noble  Viscount  himself,  however,  nor  any  gentleman  for  hiqp, 
asserted  any  such  thing.    And  what  more  remained  for  the  noble 
lojrd,  than  to  address  him  as  Cicero  did  Piso,  in  his  oration  against 
li'im,  when  he  breaks  off,  exclaiming,  that  no  person  can  be  more 
guilty  than  he  who  dares  neither  write  nor  speak  his  own  inno- 
cence. 

**  He  would  ask  the  noble  Viscount  himself,  what  he  would 
have  smd,  if  at  the  time  of  proposing  the  act  any  person  had  thus 
addressed  him :  '  I  approve  of  your  act,  but  you  labour  in  vain, 
for  not  twelve  months  will  pass  when  it  will  be  broken  by  a  Trea- 
surer of  the  Navy,  and  that  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  is  yourself!' 
But  still  more  must  he  or  any  man  have  been  astonished  had  it 
teen  added,  that,  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  during  the  whole 
of  which  period  the  act  had  been  violated,  there  could  be  found  in 
the  House  of  Commons  a  person  to  propose  that  further  enquiry 
should  take  place  before  it  was  determined  if  the  dignity  and  cha- 
racter of  the  House,  and  of  their  acts,  were  to  be  asserted^  and 
the  public  purse  vindicated  against  so  gross  a  system  of  pecula- 
tion.    [JLottd  and  repeated  applauses.^     His  Lordship  concluded 
an  animated  speech,  which  appeared  to  have  made  a  d^ep  impres- 
sion on  the  House,  by  expressing  a  hope  that  tlie  decision  of  that 
night  would  evince  a  determination  in  parliament  to  step  forward 
with  one  voice  in  defence  of  the  safety,  honour,  and  existence 
of  the  country,  which  had  been  endangered  by  so  flagrant  a  vio- 
latioR  of  their  own  aots^  in  the  person  of  a  nobleman  to  whqm 
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they  bad  confided  an  Important  trusty  the  due  administratiiKt  o^ 
that  |;>art  of  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom  applicabU  to  the  naval 
service. 

When  Mr.  Whitbread,  in  1806,  moved  to  im- 
peaeh  "  Henry  Lord  Melville  of  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanours,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons  of 
£ngland>'Vhe  was  again  ably  supported  by  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  who  recapitulated  the  fresh 
subjects  of  accusation  which  had  been  produced, ' 
and  in  an  animated  tone  pointed  out  the  dangerous 
consequences  likely  to  ensue,  with  respect  to  the 
interests  of  the  public  creditors,  ^'  from  the  com- 
bination of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  was  a  job- 
ber in  the  fupds,  a  second  had  an  immense  sum  of 
public  money  at  his  disposal,  while  a  third  was 
acquainted  with  all  the  secrets  of  government/' 
""  This,**  he  added,  "  was  a  combination  from 
which  more  mischief  was  to  be  apprehended,  than 
from  those  Jacobin  committees  which  jiiad  been  the 
theme  of  so  much  declamation/'  In  the  mean 
time,  a  great  change  took  place  in  the  political 
horizon  of  the  country.  While  a  vote  of  censure, 
followed  by  an  impeachment,  had  been  carried 
against  one  of  his  colleagues,  and  the  situation  of 
Europe  began  to  wear  a  most  perilous  aspect,  Mr. 
Pitt  pined,  sickened,  and  died.  This  event  pro- 
duced m^ny  important  alterations ;  and  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  ministry.  Lord  Henry  Petty,  who 
had  now  attained  the  age  of  twenty-six,  was  nomi- 
nated the  new  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
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at  the  same  time  became  a  member  of  the  Privy 
Council.  As  he  was  a  Master  of  Arts  in  Trinity, 
and  had  thus  succeeded  the  late  Premier  in  one  of 
his  offices,  he  determined,  if  possible,  to  be  his  suc- 
cessor in  another  also  :  that  of  one  of  the  repres€;n* 
tatives  of  the  university  of  Cambridge.  His  seat 
being  accordingly  vacated  by  the  acceptance  of  a 
new  employment^  he  repaired  thither^  and  was 
hailed  with  joy  by  a  multitude  of  the  younger  mem-» 
bers^  who^  actuated  by  all  the  candour  and  ingenu-^ 
Oiisoess  of  youths  immediately  proffered  their  suf- 
frages^ while  the  more  wary  seniors  hung  aloof, 
until  they  should  discover  whether  the  nimbus  of 
royal  favour  exhibited  only  a  transitory  splendour 
around,  or  was  likely  to  irradiate  for  a  series  of 
years  the  devoted  head  of  the  youag  Chancellor.^ 

Nor  were  the  other  candidates  destitute  of  pre- 
tensions*  One  of  them  f  was  the  son  of  a  noble- 
man who  occupied  the  high  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  while  another  ;|; 
was  the  descendant  of  Sir  William  Temple,  a  per- 
son still  dear  to  England,  and  whose  name  and 
character  are  connected  with  all  her  learned  insti* 
tutions.  The  result,  however,  was  auspicious  to 
the  subject  of  this  memoir,  for  of  166  members  of 
his  own  college  \^  ho  voted,  he  polled  no  less  than 
113,  while  out  of  609,  whose  suffrages  were  in* 

*  Three  huDdred  and  thirty-nine  members  of  the  senate  did 
not  vote. 

t  Lord  Althorpe.  t  Viscount  Palmerstooe* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126 


l^OltD  BENRT  PETtr. 


sciibtd  on  this  occasion  ( Friday^  February  7, 1805  )i 
no  less  than  334  were  in  his  fatour.* 


*  The  following  is  a  general  state  of  the  poll : 

p. 

A. 

P- 

No.  that  voted     ig    Peterhousc        —        — - 

15 

3 

1 

17    aawjHall         —        — 

5 

7 

5 

22     Pembroke  Hall             — 

12 

5 

S 

13     Bene't  College             — 

5 

4 

4 

11     Trinity  Hall        —      — 

5 

3 

3 

21     Caius  College                — 

12 

4 

S 

33     King's  College              — 
18     Queen's  College           — 

19 

10 

4 

10 

3 

5 

8     Catharine  Hall              — 

5 

-   1 

Z 

27    Jesus  College               — 

19 

6 

z 

27     Christ's  College            — 

19 

8 

137    St.  John*8  College        — 

4B 

17 

72- 

17    Magdalen  College         — 

8 

5 

4 

166    Trinity  College 

113 

49 

4 

48    Emanuel  College          — 

25 

16 

7 

18     Sidney  College          

10 

4 

4 

7    Conamorantcis  in  Villi  — 

4 

1 

2 

Total  voted    609 

334 

146 

120 

Objected  votes          — 

3 

2        1 

Allowed  votes           —  , 

331 

144  12s 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SENATE  WHO  DID  NOT  VOTE, 

Peterhouse               —      g 

Clare  Hall              —    10 

Pembroke  Hall       —     16 

Bene't  College  .      ~      6 

Caius  College          —      9 

King's  College        —    23 

Queen's  College     —    21 

Catharine  Hall        —      5 

Trinity  Hall            —      6 

Christ*s  College    .  —     12 

St.  John's  College  —  Hi 

Trinity  College        —  IO9 

Emanuel  College    —     32 

Sidney  College        —    10                           *  1 

Did  not  vote     3gg 

Voters             609 

100^8 
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^  Lord  Henry  had  now  to  undertake  the  ungracious 
office  of  providing  taxes^  so  as  to  answer  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times,  and  make  head  against  the  in- 
creased and  increasing  expenditure  during  the  war. 
On  this  occasion  too  he  was  to  follow  Mr.  Pitt, 
"who,  whatever  his  errors  or  his  faults  may  have 
been,  has  always  been  considered  by  all  impartial 
persons  as  an  able  financier. 

With  every  wish  to  think  well  of  ^2^e  new  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  we  must  candidly  confess 
that  he  did  not  fully  answer  ouj*  expectations  in 
this  point  of  view,  for  the  increase  to  the  pro- 
perty tax  was  proposed   with    a    certain  degree 
of  levity  unbecoming  fiscal  regulations,  so  grind- 
ing in  general,   and  in  that  particular   instance 
so  oppressive  to  the  people,  while  the  facility  with 
which  the  youthful  Minister  prefaced  an  extension 
of  our  excise  code  (the  most  odious,  because  the 
most  vexatious  of  all  our  laws)  by  laying  open  the 
private  dwelling  of  «very  man  in  the  kingdom  who 
brewed  his  own  small  beer,  appeared  indecorous  in 
the  extreme.  What  his  predecessor,  after  being  case^ 
hardened  in  the  consuming  fire  of  a  twenty  years 
administration,  had  not  dared  to  propound,  was  in- 
troduced with  the  same  degree  of  ease  as  if  it  had 
been  a  turnpike  or  a  canal  bi^.    The  friends  of  the 
cabinet,  on  this  occasion,  were  reduced  to  the  most 
humiliating  confusion  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, and  in  the  county  of  Kent  in   particular, 
wher^  the  independent  freeholders  bad  been  so  long 
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Jlghting  the  battles  of  the  then  ministryj,  the  wliole 
population  was  in  a  state  of  commotion. 

fiut  we  most  willingly  avert  our  attention  to 
another  subject^  which  deserves  to  meet  with  com- 
mendation^  and  which  might  be  made>  perhaps^  to 
constitute  a  productive  sinking  fund^  in  aid  of  some 

.  of  that  portion  of  the  revenue  laws  which  bears 
heavily  on  the  people.  What  we  allude  to  are  the 
ideas  thrown  out  in  a  speech  delivered  May  21, 
J806,  on  a  motion  ''^  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  for  the  more  effectual  examination  of  the 
public  accounts^  and-  for  the  better  discovery  of 
frauds/' 

Lord  Henry  began  by  stating  the  manner  for- 
merly adopted  of  passing  the  various  items  by 
means  of  two  auditors,  both  noblemen^  who  left  it 
to  their  deputies,  and  they,  like  the  principals^  of 
course  neglected  it !  To  remedy  this,  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
1785,  nominated  five  commissioners,  two  of  whom 
were  to  act  as  comptrollers  of  their  accounts,  but 
these  also  "  had  ceased  to  perform  any  of  the  du* 
ties  required  of  them." 

"  A  great  deal  of  neglect  is  to  be  attributed,*'  said 
he,  '*  to  the  disinclination  of  the  commissioners 
to  act,  and  this  has  arisen  from  their  authority  not 

having  been  treated  with  the  respect  to  which  it 

tras  entitled." 

**  It  appears,**  continues  he,  ''  that  very  large  issues  of  the 
public  money  have  been  made  for  various  purposes,  connected  with 
the  military  service  of  the  country,  which  ought  to  have  been  sub* 
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ltt!lt(Bd'tortteaf**-i'inw^n  puirtieulariy  \Fitli  regard  to  hospital  stores 
ati4  field  ^rks— a  mest  expensive  'description  of  services,  which 
has  ndt  only  not  bcseu!  stibmkted,  in  any  instance,  te  the  Comp^ 
tfolMi*iof'armyacpifmnts,bttt  has  bfeeil  stibtracted  from  theexa- 
n^vns^n^of  the  m:idHor^  5  -  so  that  the  whde  has  been  issued  v^itln 
out  any  check.  ' 

^*  1  am  sure  the  Hotwe  will  feel  the  importance  of  this  part  of 
thi6  subject,  wbeh  I  state,  that  no  less  a  sum  than  700,000/.  has 
Ifeen  isflutd  in  thte  course  of  six  or  seven  yearj  to  one  individual^ 
J'm'eaA  Mr.  I'rottef. 

**  This  gentlemah  has  stood  forth  to  the  public  in  these  differ* 
efet  relationsi  of  manufacturer  of  atticles  of  stores — of  purveyo* 
df  those  artfcle^  wMch  he  manufactured*— of  storekeeper  of  the 
same  sfore's*^M)f  com^oller  over  the  thing  so  provided— and> 
lastiy;  of  auditor- of  his  owtV  accounts  !*— Standing  in  ail  these  re-i 
htiottij  and  capaciffes,  attd  himself  stcrtirtg  the  Ciare,  anxiety,  and 
rfeS^silMiiUJ'i  atfeebed'  to  thetty,  Mr.  Trotter  has  made  a  charg* 
on  the  public  of  .ten  per  cent,  beyond  what  was  stated  to  be 
tradesman's  charges.*  These  are  accounts  which  hare  never  bcea 
su^!6flitted^  t6  the'  hwpectlon'Of  the  comptrollers. 

'**rhe  barrack  accounts,  a  most  immense  article,  is  one  which 
itisisssentialihibartention  of  the  House  should  be  directed  to  j 
biif  as 'it  fill!^  under  the  view  of  a  parliamentary  commission  of 
last  year,  I  shall  make  no  olhei?  obserlrallion  respecting  it,  than 
that  the  accotmts  itt'this  department,  for  which  nine  millions  were 
'  Issued 'last  v^f>  have  ridt  beeti  snbmitted  to  examination  at  alK 
Thecomtttissiontershdve'tio^  yet  be&nable  to  inspect  one  of  the 
barrack  accounts,'  Air  these  -monies  have  been  issued  in  a  manned 
iAt)st  obj^tiobabte',  vrtthout  any  means  of  preventing  an  evil  of  a 
patui*e*  so  atarnifti)^,  in  all  its  cons^uences>  to  the  public. 

''In  the  cburs6'  of' last  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  correct 
some  of  the  evils  complained  of,'  by  a  new  comta^ission :  cer* 
tainly  this  was,  a  cbn&iderable  improvement  kA  the  old  one  j  at  the 
^ame  time  It  is  not  so  complete  a  remedy  as  I  conceive  it  might 
f**''-'*-^— ''^— ^^-^ — ^ — " — '   - -"'t  '•'   •  ■-' 'i      "' '-    "■       -I  --'■■  --^'--  -■^-  -        --■  • ' ,_ 

•  *  It  is  but  candid  here  to  state,  that  Lord  Bfetiry  a  faw  days 
rffer  rcf>t^^soine  part  of  this  Phillipic  against  Mr.  IVotten 
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have  been.  I  think  it  mnst  hare  escaped  the  obserratidn  of  tho64 
who  appointed  it^  that  the  whole  of  the  accounts  of  the  old  com* 
mission  consideraUy  exceeds  the  accounts  transferred  to  the  new 
commission.  They  came  to  three  times  the  aoxMint  of  what  were 
transferred  to  the  new  Board.  The  consequence  is>  that  the  old 
Board  are  as  deeply  as  ever  engaged. 

**  To  the  result  of  all  that  has  been  done,  from  the  first  com- 
mission of  audit,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  appears  that  the  last  pay-office  andit  was  for  the  year 
17825  that  the  navy  is  greatly  in  arrear;  that  the  tnncpfr  ac* 
counts  have  never  been  taken  up  at  all,  and  those  of  the  sub-ac- 
countants but  partially ;  that  the  store  accounts,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  American  war  to  the  present  time,  have  never  been 
examined  5  that  the  barrack  accounts,  and  those  connected  with 
the  payment  of  fbreign  and  subsidiai^f  corps  to  which  the  late  war 
gave  rise,  are  in  the  same  situation ;  es  well  as  the  accounts  of 
the  expeditions  to  Holland  and  to  Egypt,  and  all  those  arising  oat 
of  the  present  war. 

"  Such  is  the  situation  of  the  public  accounts  at  this  moment. 
*^  "There  are  other  arrears  in  other  offices.  It  will  surprise  die  House 
and  the  public  to  hear,  that  there  are  accounts  not  passed  to  the 
amount  of  167,000,0002. ;  that  there  are  accounts  not  proceeded 
in  to  the  amount  of  58,000,000/.  $  that  there  are  twenty-one 
years  pay-office  accounts  to  the  amount  of  U^OfiOOjOOOL  not  de« 
livered  in  5  that  there  are  naval  accounts  in  the  same  situation  to 
the  amount  of  80,0C0,000/. )  and,  to  sum  up  the  whole,  that  all 
these  arrears  'make  up  the  enormous  sum  of  455,000,000/.  of 
public  money  unaccounted  for !  [a  general  hurst  of  astonishment'} ; 
that  is  to  say,  a  larger  sum  unaccounted  for  than  ccunposes  the 
whole  of  the  national  debt.  It  is  proper  I  should  acquaint  the 
House,  that  the  167,000,000/.  and  58,000,000/.  are  taken  from 
accounts  from  the  lirst  of  January  1 805. 

;  ^'  Now,  after  having  stated  this,  I  should  flatter  myself  I  have 
convinced  the  House  of  the  important  duty  imposed  on  them,  and 
on  his  Majesty's  government,  to  take  the  subject  into  serious  con? 
f  ideration.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  ux^  how  much  the  public 
necessities  call  for  the  most  serious  attention  and  investigation 
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I  need  not  state  what  were  the  evils  which  led  to  these  etiquiries^ 
or  what  are  the  dangers  of  leaving  accounts  open  for  twenty  years^ 
when  the  death  of  the  parties  may  prevent  the  recovery  of  th« 
public  money,  or  grossest  frauds  destroy  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, great  as  it  is>  and  divert  it  to  purposes  of  individual  profit. 

"  It  is  our  duty  to  attend  to  the  situation  of  the  honest  account- 
ant>  as  well  as  to  the  frauds  of  the  dishonest  one ',  and  the  House 
should  never  forget,  that  while  such  a  system  affords  a  veil  and  a 
shroud  behind  which  fraud  and  malversation  lie  concealed  with 
impunity,  it  is  also  a  cloud  over  the  head  of  the  faithful  public 
ser\'ant,  which  hangs  over  his  latter  years  and  his  dying  day,  and 
reaches  his  family,  his  children,  and  his  posterity.  The  many  in* 
stances  that  occur  of  this  trutli  I  need  not  enumerate,  because 
'^ere  is  one  so  remarkably  striking.  I  mean  that  which  regards 
a  man,  than  whom  no  one  ever  lived  and  died  more  respected,  the 
late  Lord  Macartney.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  the  year  1 774,  or 
1775,'  he  was  Governor  of  Grenada.  He  stands  charged  in  thai; 
<^apacity  with  7Q,000^.  sterling.  His  accounts  as  Governpr  of 
Grenada  had  never  been  passed,  and  he  died  this  year  without  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  stood  clear  with  regard  to  the  pub-* 
lie.  1  ask,  whether  this  is  a  state  in  which  the  public  would  wish, 
one  of  its  most  meritorious  servants  to  be  placed } 

"  There  have  been  ii^numerable  instances  of  persons  being  pre* 
vented  from  making  out  titles  to  estates,  of  which  they  were  de- 
sirous to  dispose,  from  the  uncertainty  attending  delay,  for  which 
tliey  were  not  answerable.  I  have  now  to  state  the  means  by 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  propose  to  apply  an  eflfectual 
'  remedy. 

**  It  is  proposed  to  repeal  both  the  acts  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners, and  then  that  an  act  should  pass  appointing  ten  com- 
xnissioners  of  audit.  The  first  part  of  the  plan  will  be  to 
separate  completely  and  finally  the  commissioners  of  audit 
from  the  comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts^  with  a  view  of  re- 
storing them  to  those  functions  which  were  so  wisely  recom- 
mended by  Lord  Godolphin.  It  is  proposed,  that  not  only  those 
departments  which- are  already  subject  to  theiA  slionld  rennain  so^ , 
J>ut  that  the  barracks^  army,  and  regiment^  storf  s^  thouid  iu  «kU 
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ihstaiides  be  submitted  to  their  previous  exatninatioh^    It  Js  aW 
proposed,  that  these  comptrollers  shall'  be  considered  a^  the  con- 
fidential advisers  of  the  country  in  all  militvy  affairs,  in  order 
that  the  treasurer  may  never  be  at  a  loss  with  whom  to  donsult. 
It  is  projiosed,  that  they  should  become  a  sort  of  nillitaf^  record 
of  whatever  relates  tothe  aimyj  above  all.  It  fs  proposfed,  that 
this  commission  should  resume  the  important  duty  of  reporting 
"  to  the  Treasury  all  cases  of  neglect  or  fraud ;  and  to  ehable  them 
mor(5  effectually  to  do  so,  that  they  should  have  tlie  power  to  call 
jersoils  before  them,  and  to  examine  them  upon  oatth.     It  is  in- 
tended" that  th^  commission  of  audit  should  consist  often  jfersons, 
arid  that  sucK  persons'  should  not  be  members  of  parliament.    It  is 
further  proposed  that  they  should  be  divided  at  the  pkasUre  of  the 
I'reakiry,  according  to  exigencies,  iiitb  three  distinct' boards;  Th^ 
dktributidn  arid  ar'rangenient  recommended  now  will  be  this,  and 
itahsti  oiit  of  this  great  principle,  to  which  I  anl  convinced  the 
touse  must  look  5  I  mean  that  of  relieving  the  commissiobetft 
who  are  to  be  entrusted  with  the  future  care  of  the  puWic  ac- 
counts from  all  embaarrassing  subjects  of  a  varied  nature. 

It  is  meant  to  entrust  to  four  corhniissioners,  assisted  by  eight 
iiispectbrs,  all  pubRc  accounts  to  Decendber  last.  The  second 
board  is  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  bringing  up  the  accounts 
which  are  now  under  examination.  The  third  bo^rd  is  to  bring  up 
those  arrears  which  are  to  be  considered  as  arrears  never  having 
lieeh  called  for.  By  enabling  these  boai-ds  to  communicate  with 
each  other,  this  immense  mass  of  arrears  may  be  ultimatery  ad- 
justed. It  is  proposed  ^6  mafee  a  difference  in  the  constitutional 
formation  of  the  boards.  The  accounts  are  to  be  first  submitted  to 
one  commissioner,  wHo  is  to  be  responsible  for  their  investigation* 
The  advantage  of  h^ing  one  individual  responsible  for  the  diffe- 
rent accounts  being  attended  to  by  tlie  board  must  be  obvious.  I 
flatter  mysetf,  that  by  this  arrangement  the  object  in  view  will  be 
accomplished.  In  addition  to  this,  there  is  one  measure  proposed 
which  partly  arises  from  the  late  report  of  the  commission  of  mi- 
litary inquiry.  It  is  intended  that  the  barrack  accounts  shall  bt' 
brought  up  by  two  persons.  In  proposing  this  genera)  arrange- 
ment, his  Majesty's  Ministers  have  feit  it  their  duty  to  kttp  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XQRD  HENRY  PETTY.  ,^S 

wiew  tlu5,pbject,  that  while  we  are  compelled,  Jgr  public  ij-^cfssijy, 
to  have  recourse  to  the  measure  I  have  detailejd>  ;w^  have  dee.mc^ 
it  cnpst  material  ,tp  prpvijde  that  the  iKicre^sed  charge  should  pot  be 
a  permanent  one,  but  t^at  i(s,cpntiau^09e^fnay  be  no  Ipng^r  fhsio 
is  ^solutely  required. 

*'  Ajprpvisipn  will  be  in^rted  to.rejuqe  thexioouni^sion  of  t^ 
to  s\x  persons  gradually,  so  that  ^n  prppprtion  ^  t^^e  arrears  sbfli 
be  passed,  the  Individuals,  composing  the  lar^  .commi?sip;i  sha^l. 
.^ei^  }n  the  pth^r.  ,It  is  proposed,  t,bat  in  caje  of  any  (ff,  the  com- 
mis^jqters  dying,  his  JMaj^Jy  shall  ngt  replace  them  with«,it 
^4:Qmiqg  to  Pa^liam^t,  until  the  nun;iber  be  reduced  to  six. 

*'  I  have  UQW  to  state  the  who|le  pf  the  me^^ures  which  it  will 
be  necessary  to  propose  ibr  tl^e  better  examina^on  of  p^b^c  ac* 
counts.  Itis.prpposed,  that,  for  more  effectually  follpjvii^g  up 
this  great  object,  and  preventing  those  abuses  which  ,^gpear  the 
more  alarming  the  moj;e  fh&y  are  epquir^d  i,^^,  a  n^  ^arrange- 
ment shquld  be  adopted  y^itfi  respect  to  the  West  Indies.  ^I^je 
latp  cpminissi^  was  n^rrpwed  in  its  operation.  It  w^  ;iot  al^e 
to,  bring  up  Recounts.  It  is  proposed  th?t  the  present  c^iq^^* 
.&ipper&  shall  have  more  extensiiye  powers,  b.^it  att^e  sai^e  tixijie 
4iey.  are  npt  Ip  he  eijitru^ed  with  the  final  audit-^Uowij^g  ^^ 
disaPpwing  accounts,  and  p^iQg  them,  ,with,a  certificate  to  be 
,  transmitted  to  the  lords  of  the.  tr^suiy,J)«fbre  th^  arc  fi^^ly^ Au- 
dited. It  is  proposed  that  the  abuses  discovered  shall  be  follow.^ 
up  as  strictly  as  possible ;  and  that  the  commissioners  should  have 
the  ^ower  pf  sending  two  of  their  b^ojdy  to  the  ,West  Indies,  who 
may  there  enquire  into  local  abuses  in  concert  with  t^e  com- 
mander in  chief  arid  the  gpvemor  of  the  island  where  they  may 
happen  to*exist^  who  are  to  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  com- 
jnission. 

"i  Np  paeasuye  can  he-thought  Jioo.  dtcisjve,  wtwni  I  stale  .thi^t 
there  is  pc^specie&of  fr;^d  a»ddrorgeryjAath^npt,bt?en.com9i\t» 
,ted.  The  matter  is  of  public  notoriety.  Public  officers  pf  i^n* 
portapt  trust  have  received  immense  sums  to  violate  their  duty,  and 
betray  the  public.  Ihere  are  instances  of  one  contractor  paying 
'6a,000t.  and  another  paying  30,0002.  to  officers  ctf  public  trust 
^nd.coofideuce  for  thenipprtssiKmofi&auds  aad  peculatkms.  Mi 
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these  ^^fters  could  never  be  properly  enquired  inte>  owing  to  tbe 
inefficiency  of  the  former  commissioners. 

*'  It  is  my  intention  to  move,  in  the  first  instance,  to  repeal  the 
bill  of  last  year,  and  to  substitutis  a  new  one  for  it;  having  done 
th^t,  I  l^ave  performed  all  ray  duty.  I  am  sure  that  we  can  con- 
scientiously say  we  act  rightly  in  bringing  this  measure  forward. 
Whether  it  will  prove  effective  is  a  responsibility  I  will  not  take 
on  me  to  say ;  but  I  will  say>  that  by  means  so  devised  the  Trea- 
sury wUl  be  able  to  judge,  ftx)m  year  to  year,  what  is  the  state  of 
public  accounts.  If  this  remedy  is  found  weak  and  ineffectual,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasury  to  come  again  to  parliament,  aiid 
to  persevere  till  that  system  of  audit,  which  is  the  great  instra- 
ment  of  correction,  and  therefore  one  of  die  vital  principles  of  this 
country,  is  made  fully  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  ^11  its  lmport« 
ant  functions* 

'*  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  omitted  any  point  I  wished  to 
state.  I  shall  propose  that  a  provision  be  introduced,  compelling 
every  public  accountant,  every  year,  to  bring  in  his  account,  whe- 
ther he  is  able  to  make  it  up  or  not,  in  order  that  the  commis- 
sioners may  know  what  money  has  been  issued  by  him,  and  may  be 
able  to  strike  a  balance  ^  and  it  is  proposed  to  compel  the  account<r 
ants  to  come  to  a  final  audit  within  eighteen  months  afterwards, 
thus  securing  to  the  public  and  the  individual  that  relief  botk 
must  be  anxious  to  obtain.** 

But  amidst  these  projects  of  reform,  an  event  oc-* 
eurred  that  threw  the  whole  nation  into  mourning^i 
l^nd  became  the  precursor  of  the  f^.te  of  the  new 
ministry^  which  had  been  already  anticipated  by 
the  polilical  rats,  who  leave,  as  it  were  by  instinct, 
a  ruinous  bu.lding  some  time  antecedent  to  its  de-> 
struction.  Mr.  Fox,  whose  name  and  talents  were  i^t 
once  the  sword  and  buckler  of  the  neyf  adq[\inis^ra,- 
iion,  began  like  his  rival  to  droop,  and  like  hini 
^bu  wo:}  cu(  qJl  from  ih^  uuiqibcr  of  tb^  lining;  $ 
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but  he  happily  fell  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  ia 
the  meridian  of  hope/and  the  zenith  of  reputation! 
before  the  public  expectations  were  baffled,  and 
that  character,  which  was  rather  tarnished  by 
a  new  coalition,  had  suffered  any  sensible  diminu- 
tion on  the  score  of  popularity.  The  political 
power  of  bis  colleagues  did  not  long  suryive  the 
existence  of  their  chief,  and  an  occasion  soon  of* 
fered  to  displace  them ;  but  this  only  precipitated 
their  fate ;  for,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham, 
^^  they  had  long  felt  the  ground  rotten  under  their 
feet." 

The  rock  on  which  they  shipwrecked  all  their 
hopes  was  the  Catholic  Question,  a  subject  intimate* 
ly  connected  with  the  strength,  and  consequently^ 
at  this  period,  with  the  happiness  and  security 
of  the  empire.  On  that  occasion,  in  a  moment  of 
Irresolution,  they  offered  to  withdraw  the  odious 
bill,  but  a  pledge  having  been  asked,  as  a  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  their  repentance,  for  having  agi- 
tated so  critical  a  subject,  they  beheld  that  the 
measure  of  their  power  was  complete^  and  with- 
drew under  the  frowns  of  exasperated  majesty.  On 
this  the  King  was  pleased  to  call  in  new  advisejs, 
to  adopt  new  measures,  and  to  dissolve  the  Purliar 
ment,  which  had  been  convoked  but  a  few  montlis 
before,  under  their  immediate  auspices. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  endeavoured  to  take  refuge 
in  the  bosom  of  the  university  that  had  edu-^ 
cated  him ;  but  he  was  no  longer  clothed  in  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  robe/  so  that  ho 
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«fho,  while  bqtrthe  mlmstef  of  a  A^fyhttdr^leA  BBl 
Votes^  was  able,  with  some  difficulty,  to  rec^n 
866  su&agcs.*  If  it  be  asked  what  could .^rc^te 
so  sudden  a  change  in.  respect  to  the  ppioioas  of  the 
graduates  of  the  univecsity  of  Cambridge,  .wejc^vi 
safely  a8sert--rit  was.  not  the  ioeroased  prqp^y^ioc^ 
^^ntlie  attempt  ;to  engraft  the  laxcise  ilaw3  mi^tiie 
comforts  of  domestic  life — or  -the  tadcnission  i0f  i^ 
Chief  Justice  to  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet-r-tbut  jieoatts^ 
the  chur^rh  was  in  danger  l-r^because  the  tiong^forr 
gotten  exdamlition  of  -  No  popery !"  ruDgslbroi^ 
the  halls  and  colleges,  and  was  re-echoed  from 
every  corner,  of  the  senate-house,  >where^  m  «f  old, 
it  is  usually  the  fashion  to  prefer:  the  present  totbe 
future,  and  to  repeat  most  cordially  the  ifitereatod 
response,  in  the.clerico^political.Utmgyjjiof  '^:©reat 

is  Diana  of  Ephesus  \" 

^'■".■■■■1  "x'T'i    -i   '  "*"\K\,       iM^  'II  ■>    j.t'iy  ' 'I,'.,  iiiiin'gim* 

*  There  were  four  candidates  on  this  occasion,  and  the  0ect;ioa 
commenced  on  Friday,  May  8;  1807.  At  half  past  two  o'clock 
the  numbers  were  as  follow : 

Fpr  Lord  Faknerston         •  *  •        25% 

Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  (the  new  Attor.rgep.)  ,%50 
Lord  Eiaston  .  •  .    20^ 

And  Lord.  Henry  Petty  ••  -   J153 

The  poll  recommenced  at  four  p'clock^  in  consequence  pf  the 
Vice  Chancellor  having  refused  tp  accede  to  the  wish  of  Lord 
Henr}'  to  adjourn  until  Saturday^  in  order  to  afrord  him  time  to 
bring  up  his  distant  yotecs,  and  the  numbers  w^re- finally  deplai«l 
^t  mic«|Vgi^t  tQ-be  as  follows : 

for  Earl  Euston        ...    324 
Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  -     -  -SIS 

Lord  Palmerston        -  •  '3K> 

And  Lord  Heniy  Betty        -    265 
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hofd  H#nr|f>  b^iog.tlms  ecjceludedrfronrepteeei^ 
ing,  ofieof  rtbe  ^etts  qf  le;ftrnuig> was  obltgted  to  i^re 
from  ibe  classic  )haQks  of  rtheCam  to  itiie>eoa3«<if 
tin,  lead,  and  copper,  to  solicit  the  suffrages  of  the 
'^f^mmm  of  ftiie  finug  little  borough  of  Camelfard, 
."wliiehwere  obtained  »ior€mq;oiniwi,  without  mock  ' 
difficulty, and, we  believe f^Ifo, without  miy  expeaoe ; 
for  if  we  are  not  greatly  roisinfonued,' the.  goodjje- 
nius  of  the  House  pf  Bedford  hovered  over  the  re- 
fiident^pot-walloppers,  and  acted  >vitli  ^\x^\x  i^iagic 
power,  that  while  their  mouths  were  opened,  their 
bands  were  miraculously  closed,  so  that  the  Ex- 
minister  to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  and  the  Ex-chan- 
cellor of  the  -Exchequer,  were  enabled  to  pass,  like 
Shadracb,  Mechech,  and  Abednego  of  old,  through 
the  fiery  furnace  of  a  Cornish  election,  unscorched, 
«nd  even  untouched ! 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  on  the  meeting  of 
the  n^w  Parliament,  accordingly  once  more  occu- 
pied his  old  station  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  at  the  left  hand  of  the  Speaker,  not  as 
heietofore  in  the  character  of  the  defendg,nt,  but 
again  as  the  plaintiff,  or,  in  other  words,  instead  of 
maintaining  the  green-sodded  entrenchments  of  the 
Treasury-bench,  he  now  took  post  on  the  opposite 
heights,  whence  the  Ministry  have  been  cannonaded 
in  their  trenches^  during  a  whole  campaign,  by  their 
t^pponcnts,  who  have  hitherto  been  worsted,  in  con- 
lequence  of  the  numbers  rather  than  the  valour  of 
their  foes,  for  the  former  more  than  once  advanced 
^word  in  baud  to  the  covered  way,  and  were  so  ia«? 
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ured  to  attack  in  the  course  of  last  winter^  that>  in 
the  language  of  Serjeant  Kite,  "  they  cat  ravelines 
for  breakfast,  and  picked  their  teeth  with  pallisa- 
does.'' 

But  his  lordship  was  suddenly  summoned  from 
crowded  Houses,  and  noisy  debates,  and  unproduc- 
tive altercations,  to  happier  scenes,  and  more  en- 
gaging prospects,  and  more  seductive  amusements : 

'^  —  tibi  ducitur  uxor ; 
Sparge  marite  nuces ;  tibi  deserit  Hesperus  Oetam." 

In  short,  the  fire-carting  eyes  of  his  lovely 
cousin.  Lady  Louisa  Strangeways,  like  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  gods  in  ancient  times,  bad  lighted  up 
a  whole  fasces  of  nuptial  torches^  at  the  altar  of 
Hymen,  in  consequence  of  which  (he  families  of 
liansdowne  and  Ilchester  were  once  more  reunited 
by  a  new  alliance>  commenced^  and  consummated^ 
under  the  most  auspicious  circumstances. 

In  point  of  fortune.  Lord  Henry,  as  a  younger 
brother,  has  nothing  to  complain  of^  as  his  father^ 
the  late  ]VIarqui9>  left  him  the  Kerry,  estate  in  Ire* 
land,  which  is  in  a  course  of  rapid  improvement. 
In  point  of  talepts,  he  deservedly  ranks  high,  and 
it  is  our  wish,  as  it  indeed  is  our  hope,  that  he  will 
not  hold  out  any  pledges  to  the  public  while  out 
of  place,  that  he  is  not  prepared  honestly  to  realise 
on  his  return  to  office.  Let  him  be  reminded  that 
that  parent,  of  whom  he  was  the  darling  son,  ga^ 
a  salutary  peace  to  the  empire,  that  he  wished  to 
^ake  a  free^  also  an  armed  people ;  that  he  endci^ 
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iroured,  by  giving  the  names  of  the  counties  to  the 
various  regipaents^  to  inspire  the  standing  army 
^ith  a  devotion  to  the  common  interests  and  com^ 
mon  liberties  of  the  nation  ;  that  he  was  the  onlj 
proprietor  of  boroughs  in  the  kingdom  who  strug^* 
gled  for  a  more  equal  representation  of  the  com« 
mons^  and  the  sole  minister  since  the  Revolution 
who  bad  ever  virtue,  spirit^  or  independence  suf- 
ficient, to  correspond  openly  and  manfully  witJi 
tho^  who  agitated  the  great  question  -of  a  reform 
in  Parliament ! 

In  the  following  poem,  in  imitation  of  Calis* 
thenes,  Written  by  Sir  William  Jones  in  1783,  a 
high  compliment  was  paid  to  his  virtues^  while 
JLiord  Fitzmaurice ; 

ODE. 

*'  Verdant  myrtle's  branchy  pride 

Shall  my  biting  falchion  wreathe : 
Soon  shall  grace  each  manly  side. 

Tubes  that  speak,  and  points  thai  breathe*. 

^'  Thus,  Harmodius,  shone  thy  blade ! 

Thus,  Aristogiton,  thine ! 
Whose,  when  Pritain  sighs  for  aid. 

Whose  shaU  now  delay  to  shine  ? 

•'  Dearest  youths  in  islands  blest. 

Not,  like  recreant  idlers,  dead  i 
you  with  fleet  Pelides  rest, 

And  with  godlike  Diomed. 

^'  Verdant  myrtle's  branchy  pridc>  {cc« 
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*'  Ti^  the^ase^Higparchvis  slew. 
At  rtje  feaft  forPaUas  crq.wn*d  5 

Gods !  how.  swift  their  poniards  flew  J 
How  the  monster  ting'd  the  ground  I 

'*  TTien,  in  Athens,  all  was  peace. 

Equal  laws  and  liberty  j 
Nurse  of  arts,  and  eyes  of  Greece ! 

People  valiant,  firm,  and  free ! 

*'  Not  less  glorious  wa»  thy  deed, 
* '  Wentwordi,  fix*d  in* Virtue's  cause  ; 
^or  less  hriUiaut  be  tby  meed,     . 
Lenox,  friend  to  equal  laws  ! 

«  High*  in  ^Freedom's  temple  rais*d, 
:  S^  Fitz^Maurice  bcamii^g  ^tand. 
For  collected  virtues  prais'd. 

Wisdom's  voice,  and  Valour's  hand ! 

'*  Ne'er  shall  Fate  their  eye-lids  cFosc  j 
They,  in  blooming  reg;ions  blest, 

With  Harmodius  shall  repose. 
With  Aristogiton  rest." 


LORD  HOLLAND, 

Mr.  Addison  observes,  with  his,  usual  good  sense 
a.nd  precision,  that  nothiAg  is  mxtre  .^ttfactive  of 
attention,  -'than  anecdotes,  or  m^Beirs  of  such  aa 
hegin  to  be  the  subject  of  public  observation/' 
Actuated  by  these  sentiments,  w^e  l^ave- always  en- 
deavoured to  introd,u€e  Uie  biography  of  those 
who  have  recently  become  iUnstrious  either  for 
their  exploits  or. their  mental  talents;  and  in  shorty 
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tre  hfttH^  ori  no  occasion  omitted'  to  ndttde  sletia^ 
tors  celi^btat'ed  for  their  eloquence^  or  warriors' 
lihb  may  have  rendered  themselvesf  memorable  i» 
cfOnsequence  of  their  h^roisiii. 

The  femily  of  Fox,  which-  of  latd  years  has 
acted  io  donipicuous  a  part  in  the  amialk  of  ]^g>- 
land,  and  added  two  member  to  its  peerage,  ap«* 
pears  to  have  been  originally  seated  in  WiHsttire. 
William  Fox  of  Farley,  in  that  county,  had 
a  younger  son,  Stephen,  who  survived  him.  Hav- 
ing sided  and  withdrawn  with  the  royalists,  after 
the  Restoration  he  was  knighted,  occupied  several 
distinguished  situations,  and  appears  to  have  been 
a  privy  counsellor  and  a  commissioner  of  the  trea* 
sury.  By  means  of  bis  talents,  good  fortune,  and 
discretion,  he  became  the  founder  of  two  noble  fa- 
milies, and  by  uniting  munificence  with  economy^ 
appeared  in  the  character  of  a  benefactor  to  several 
excellent  institutions.^  Not  content  with  charitable 


*  Of  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  Collins,  in  his  Peerage,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing honoarabie  mwrtion : 

''  His  hospitals  at  Farley  in  Wiltshire,  at  Brome  in  Norfolk, 
and  Ashby  in  Nortbamptonshhre,  are  lasting  monuments  of  his' 
piety  and  generosity ;  and  he  was  the  first  projector  of  Chebea 
Hospital,  having  contributed  to  the  expence  of  it  above  thirteen 
thousand  pounds :  his  motive  to  it  was  known  firom  his  own 
words  :  he  said  '  he  cbtdd  not  bear  to  see  the  common  soldiers. 
Who  had  ^ent  their  strength  in  our  service,  to  beg  at  our  doors : 
he  therefore  did  what  he  couM  to  remove  such  a  scandid  from  the 
kifigddm/ 

*'  He  first  purchased  some  grounds  near  the  CM  College  at 
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lequesfs  in  three  difTerent  counties,  his  mind  s|K 
pears  to  have  expanded  with  a  project  which  rc-^ 
fleets  honour  on  his  afi:e  and  country  ;  and  even  if 
it  should  he  denied  that  he  was  the  original  pro- 
jector^  yet  it  is  upon  record  that  he  was  one  of  the 
most  liberal  contributors  to  an  hospital^  a  suitable 
inscription  on  the  south  front  of  which  conveys 
fte  best  idea  of  its  utility : 

*'  IN  SUBSIDIUM  «T  ll^VAllBK/ 

2MBRIT0RUM  SEMIQ^ 

BELLOCIUE  FRACTOEUM, 

CONDIDIT    CAROI.U8    SECVNDUS^ 

J  AUXIT  JACOBWS  8ECUNDUS  5 

PERPICBRB  t 

«ULIELMUS   ET  MARIA, 
REX  BT  RBGINA* 
M.DC.XC^ 

All  the  soils  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox  by  his  first  mar-* 
iriage^  although  seven  in  number^  died  young^. 
except  Charles/who,  after  becoming  paymaster  of 
the  forces^  demised  in  1703,  without  issue ;  and  of 
his  three  daughters^  Elizabeth,  in  1673,  married 

Chelsea,  which  had  been  escheated  to  the  crown  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  the  First,  and  which  that  monarch  designed  for  the. 
jne^sideuce  and  maintenance  of  protestant  divines,  to  be  employed 
m  the  defence  of  the  Reformation  against  all  opposers  :  and  o^ 
these  gioands  the  present  college  is  erected. 

■  '*  In  memory  of  which  benefaction,  his  name  is  transmitted  to 
posterity  in  a  fine  prospect  and  description  of  Qbielsea  College  by 
Mr.  Ingli&h,  the  comptroller  ot  the  works  thereof,  inscribed  to  the 
Bight  Honourable  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  tlie  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  an4 
Sir  Christopher  Wren,  with  their  i;ivei;al  co^ts  of  aruiS.'* 
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€barles  Lord  Cornwallis ;  while  Jane,  ih  1685^ 
became  united  to  George  Earl  of  Northampton. 

By  his  second  marriage,  which  took  place  wheR, 
lie  had  attained  a  patriarchal  age,  he  had  two  sons^^ 
both  of  whom  were  in  the  sequel  ennobled,  Stephen 
becoming  the  first  Earl  of  Ilchester,*  and  Henry 
the  first  Lord  HoUand.f 

■■■ I  .1  f  _    ■     I       II ■ '     ■  ■  ■■ " .  ■'*'■— ————^wit 

'  *  Temp.  Georg.  11.  May  11,  1741,  created  Baron  Ilchester 
and  Strangeways,  and  on  June  5, 1756,  advanced  to  the  dignitjr 
of  Earl  of  Ilchester. 

+  He  was  created  Baron  Holland  of  Foxley,  April  10,  1763. 

This  nobleman  was  a  most  excellent  scholar,  and  appears  to  hav« 

possessed  a  fine  taste  for  poetry,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  ioU 

lowing  , 

-  VERSES, 

BT  HENBT  FOX,  AFTERWARDS  LORD  HOLLAND, 

TO  A  LADY,  WITH  AN  ARTIFICIAL  ROSS. 

-        ...  -  f 

''  Fair  copy  of  the  fairest  flow^. 
Thy  colours  equal  Nature's  power ; 
Thou  hast  tlfe  rose  s  blushing  hue. 
Art  full  as  pleasing  to  the  view : 
Go,  thea,  to  Chloe's  lovely  breast. 
Whose  sweetness  can  give  all  the  rest. 

^'  But  if^  at  first,  thy  artful  make 
Her  hasty  judgment  should  mistake. 
And  she  grow  peevish  at  the  cheat. 
Urge 'twas  an  innocent  deceit  J  1 

And  safely,  too,  thou  may'st  aver. 
The  first  I  ever  us'd  to  her, 

'*  "then  bid  her  mark,  that,  as  to  view. 
The  rose  has  nothing  more  than  you;  '        i 

^That  so,  if  to  the  eye  alone 
H«r  wond'rcms  beaiity  she  made  known  ^  , 
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TPbe  lattet,  a  cMiteaipOrary,  yi^\\t  in  ttie  Uouig 
of  Gbnittfdii9>  \f Itk  WilUatft  Pitt,  afterward*'  E«fl 
df  Cb^l»am,  aiwT  Wiliiam  Mui*ay,  who  became  at 
kjijgfh  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  andEafl 
df  Man«fidd,  ptittieipt^eA  in  all  the  ^eat  evetrig 
of  hiff  time.  He  heift  the  lucriaitive  situation  el 
Paymaster  ^o  the  Forces,  during  pairt  of  the  rfeigii 
ef-Geerge  It'  and  aftet-  hi*  present  Majesty  came 
te^tbe  thronfe,  was  ftetiifently  consulted  by  him  on 
ft-ying  and  critical  situations. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1744,  he  married  fieorgini 
earoUiie,  eldest  daughter  of  Charles  Dukedf  Rich- 
mond, by  whch  lady  he  had  four  sons,  one  of  whoni 
was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

Henry  Richard  Foxj  Baron  of  Holland  in  Lin- 
colnshire, and  of  Foxley  in  Wilts,  the  only  son  of 
Stephen,*  the  second  Lord  Holland,  by  Lady  Mary 

«m  ■■  w  J     mi  '     ■  >      ii«i    mmtmti^mm ■iii«iii     i  »  »  ■  x  — — ^**W» 

That  if  sh&  neter  will  di&p6Ase^ 

A  trial  to  some  swei^er  sense. 

Nature  no  longer  y^  prefer ; 

Her  very  picture  ecpials  her. 

*'  Then  \i4ii«p€fr  g^fitly  in  her  eilr^ 

Saysofiljr,  if  thebltishii^feir 

Should  ta  such  gbod  advice  incline^ 

How  much  1  wish  that  trial  mine/* 
*  Lord  Holland's  fkther,  Mr.  Stephen  Fox>  dted  early  In  life* 
While  on  his  travels,  he  was  rescued  from  a  gang  oftitled  sharpers 
by  Mr.,  afterward  Lord  Macartney",  who  fought  a  duel  on  his  ac- 
count. This  made  the  fortune  of  thai  geft^emtan,  who  was  ever 
after  protected  by  the  Holland  family  *,  and  indeed,  sent  in  conse- 
quence of  their  reoommendation  to  the  Cotirt  of  St.  Petersburgb, 
where  his  handsome  person  served  a«  a  recomniendSition  to  tbf 
'    Empress. 
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Fitzpatrick,  daughter  of  John,  Earl  of  Upper  Os- 
sory,  was  born  Nov.  21^  1773. 

As  both  his  father  and  mbther  died  when  he  was 
but  little  more  than  a  year  old,  the  care  of  his  in- 
fancy, as  well  as  of  his  education,  devolved  on  his 
guardians. 

After  receiving  the  first  rudiments  of  his  educa* 
tion,  under^  George  Heath,  D.D.  at  Eton,  bis  lord* 
ship  was  sent  to  Oxford,  where  he  completed  his 
studies  at  Christchurch,  and  on  June  20, 1792,  was 
created  Master  of  Arts. 

No  sooner  had  the  young  peer  bid  adieu  Iq  bis 
^ma  mater  than  he  repaired  to  the  continent,  and 
ajfter  a  short  residence  in  France  visited  Italy. 
Tempted  by  the  charms  t)f  a  fine  climate,  and  ar- 
rested also,  perhaps,  by  another  object,  he  passed 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  year  1795  at  Florence, 
with  his  friend  Lord  Wycombe,  now  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne.  In  the  beginning  of  1796,  he  accom- 
panied a  fair  lady  to  Rome,  and  afterwards  return- 
ed with  her  to  England.  Meanwhile,  her  husband 
obtained  a  sentence  of  separation  a  mensa  §  thoro, 
ia  Doctors'  Commons,  February  9,  1797,  and 
nearly  at  the  same  time  commenced  a  suit  in  tha 
court  of  King's  Bench,  on  which  occasion  6000/. 
damages  weiie  obtained. 

The  nobleman  who  is  the  subject  of  this  memoir 

was  not  of  age  when  the  war   with  France  com- 

^  —  < 

*  If  we  mistake  not  greatly,this  nobleman  was  also  for  a  few 
months  tmder  Jonathan  Davi^  M.A.  who  wa$  he^d  master  untU 
December^  1/91  • 

1808-1809.  I. 
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menced^  in  1793.  He  was  unable^  therefore,  to  ex^ 
press  his  sentimetits  publicly  on  that  subject,  but 
soon  after  he  became  entitled  to  sit  and  vote  in  tbt 
House  of  Peers,  he  exhibited  an  animated  and  umr 
form  opposition  to  that  measure.  It  was  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  assessed  tax  bill,  brought  in 
for  the  express  purpose  of  supporting  the  contest 
against  France,  that  Lord  Holland  rose,  January  5, 
1798,  and  in  a  maiden  speech  replied  to  Lord  Gren^ 
Tille>  who  at  that  period  occupied  a  conspicuous 
situation  in  the  cabinet. 

^'  I  am  ready^*'  said  his  lordships  ''  to  maintain,  in  opposidon 
to  the  noble  Secretary,  thai  under  the  administration  of  which  h« 
formed  a  considerable  part,  for  the  last  five  years  the  condition  of 
this  country  has  grown  worse  and  worse,  for  this  is  too  plain  a 
proposition  to  be  debated,  either  here  or  any  where  else.  If.it 
were  enough  for  a  member  of  Parliament  to  see  that  the  exigency 
of  his  country  was  great,  that  its  distress  was  general,  and  that  he 
was  to  be  excused  fronl  examining  the  system  that  produced  the 
calamity  -,  that  it  was  no  part  of  his  duty  to  inquire  how  money  had 
1)een  already  applied^  or  what  probability  there  was  of  its  being 
duly  used  in  future ;  then,  perhaps,  I  might  agree  with  the  noble 
Secretary,  in  the  truth  of  the  preamble  of  the  bill  which  is  now 
ixifore  you ;  but  even  then  I  should  find  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the 
enactments,  because  I  do  not  think  that  they'  agree  with  the 
preamble. 

''  When  you  are  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  measure  that  has  for 
its  object  the  raising  so  large  a  sum  of  money  as  is  here  pro^ 
posed  to  be  raised,  and  must  necessarily  lay  upon  the  people  a 
much  heavier  burden  than  any  they  have  ever  yet  felt,  it  is  neces- 
sary you  should  inquire  whether  those  to  whom  millions  upon 
millions  of  the  money  of  the  people  have  been  entrusted,  and  who 
have  hitherto  heaped  upon  them  in  return  for  it  distress  upon  dis- 
tress, are  about  to  change  their  system.    They  should  hold  out  if 
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jrott  some  hopes  that  these  great  additional  and  tremendous  sacri- 
Hces^  which  the  public  are  now  called  upon  to  make>  will  be  em« 
ployed  In  a  manner  very  different  from  those  millions  which  have 
hitherto  been  used  with  so  little  effect. 

''  That  our  situation  is  now  an  alarming  and  a  dreadful  one^  li 
a  preposition  which  I  believe  will  not  be  denied.  I  shall  hear^  no 
doubts  that  such  situation  has  been  brought  upon  us  by  extraor* 
dinary  misfortunes.  Certainly  they  are  extraordinary  misfortunes^ 
but  to  whose  fault  are  they  chiefly  owing  ?  Was  it  not  the  duty  of 
ministers  not  to  have  plunged  us  into  a  war^  without  considering 
what  these  misfortunes  were  likely  to  be  ? 

'^  But  having  entered  into  the  war^  ministers  afiect  to  be  sur-^ 
prised  at  the  exertions  of  the  enemy.  Is  that  wondeifiil^  my  lords! 
Have  not  sentiments  been  uttered  in  this  House^  and  in  othei^ 
places^  the  natural  effect  of  which  is  to  unite  all  those  who  hav# 
any  value  for  the  liberties  of  mankind  ?  When>  therefore^  we  heat 
of  our  present  situation  being  such  as  requires  great  exertions^  I 
wish  the  argument  to  have  a  retrospective  effect^  that  you  may 
aee  the  causes  of  your  present  calamity^  otherwise  you  will  hav6 
no  chance  of  avoiding  future  niin.  But  I  would  ask^  how  it  i$ 
possible  for  any  rational  being  to  expect  that  the  people  will  ap^ 
prove  of  the  measure  which  is  now  before  you  ?  Can  you  expect 
that  they  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  you  in  pursuing  that  modd 
which  a  confiding  Parliament  has^  with  uniform  reliance  upon  ml<* 
sisters^  adopted  fi-om  time  to  time^  when  you  know^  that  in  no 
one  instance  has  that  ministry  answered  the  expectation  of  tb^ 
public  ? 

'^  I  certainly  do  think  this  country  ought  not  to  grant  any  moi^ 
money  without  a  proper  pledge,  not  only  that  ministers  arfe  to  b^ 
changed,  but  that  the  present  system  is  to  be  changed  also,  t 
thmk  that  chanre  of  system  comprehends  a  true  representation  of 
the  people  in  Parliament— an  entire  and  radical  reform  of  abuses* 
You  can  never  rationally  hope  for  the  cordial  co-operatioti  of  th# 
people  without  making  them  importantly  interested  in  the  consii. 
tution ;  at  least  allow  them  all  the  power  they  had  at  the  com» 
mencement  of  the  present  contest.  Thif  id  th*  only  way  to  pro* 
^re  a  ^aft  and  an  honourable  peaces 
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'<  I  know'it  is  St  commoD  argutneDt  io  favour  of  a dmimstrafioQ  t# 
say.,  'No  ministers  were  ever  in  such  a  situation  as  th«  present  are, 
and  therefore  great  allowances  are  due  to  them.  Why  will  you 
therefore  endeavour  to  stop  the  supplies  ?  that  cao  only  tend  to 
atraigihen  or  encourage  the  enemy/  I  know  that  such  an  argu- 
ment is  frivolous  in  itself.  I  know  that  a  change  of  ministers, 
and  also  of  system,  at  least  ^  pledge  for  it  firom  the  highest  autho- 
i;ity,  may  be  procured  in  a  few  hours.  It  need  ngt  detain  youc 
proceedings  so  long  as  if  you  waited  for  a  noble  duke  who  hap- 
pened to  have  missed  his  robes,  and  you  you  could  not  go  on  witk 
some  ceremony  in  the  House  without  him. 

''  No  man  pn  justly  say  I  am  recommending  coofltsion;  the 
tfiwji;  I  want  may  easily  be  done,  if  your  lordships  set  seriously 
about  it.  You  should  withhold  the  supplies  until  you  have  a 
pledge  for  a  change  of  ministers^  and  of  system )  a  change  that 
VLouJdui^ite  the  hands  and  hearts  of  the  people  of  Ireland: 
tb^t  generous  country,  my  lords,  is  very  ungenerously  treated.  I 
^o  not  say  that  you  should  stop  the  supplies  untiUperfect  tran^il-^ 
lity  be  restored  there ;  I  only  say  you  should  stop  tjie  supplie* 
until  you  have  a  pledge  for  a  change  of  ministers  and  a  change  of 
system  -,  that  will  naturally  lead  to  the  punishment  of  some  guilty 
paen.  Until  you  have  that  pledge,  I  conceive  that  the  more  you 
vote,  the  more  you  add  fuel  to  the  fire  which  is  consuming  you, 
and  burdens  to  the  loads  that  are  already  bearing  you  down. 
This  measure,  if  you  adopt  it,  will  ruin  your  character  with  the 
country  at  large*  *  .  ^ 

''  I  liear  unanimity  often  recommended,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
^esired :  but  it  never  can  be  procured  until  the  rights  of  the 
people  are  restored  to  them.  These  rights  were  very  much  in- 
fringed upon  by  certain  bills  which  have  prohibited  public  meet- 
ings in  a  particular  manner.  Until  they  are  repealed,  the  people 
cannot  express,  or  feel  properly,  the  stake  they  have  in  the  coun- 
try. Voting  bills  of  this  nature  is  the  way  to  produce  animosity 
instead  of  unanimity  3  to  make  men  hate  instead  of  Ipving  govern- 
ment 5  to  make  the  peopfe  desperate  j  to  invite  instead  of  deter- 
ring the  enemy  from  invasion,  I  s^e  no  prpbaWe  chance  of 
peace  while  our  affairs  are  und«r  the  direction  of  the  present 
ministers. 
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'^  I  <x)nfes8j  that  when  I  first  looked  on  this  bill,  I  thought  It 
was  qtiite  impossible  it  should  evfer  pass;  I  considered  it  as  a 
mere  threat,  intended  to  frighten  us  into  some  other  measure,  fdr 
it  is  the  great  object  of  administration  to  Create  a  facility  for  Rais- 
ing money.  They  complained  of  the  facility  with  which  debts  have 
been  heaped  upon  us  by  the  funding  systfem,  tnerely,  as  I  thought, 
the  better  to  prepare  us  to  add  more  upon  that  plan,  by  frighten- 
ing us  with  the  present  bill.  It  is  otherwise  inconceivable  to  me 
how  they,  who  have  added  two  hundred  millions  to  our  debt, 
should  have  complained  of  tlie  fecility  of  the  funding  system.  If 
-this  bill  had  been  introducecj  at  the  beginning  of  the  >>^ar,  it 
would  have  told  you  what  you  were  to  expect,  and  I  am  sure  you 
would  have  revolted  at  it  5  but  now  ministers  know,  indeed  they 
tell  you,  '  That  you  are  in  a  situation  from  which  you  cannot  re- 
cede, and  therefore  we  shall  bleed  you  as  we  please/  Open  resist- 
ance would  have  been  the  eflFect  of  such  a  measure  as  this^  had  it 
been  introduced  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  3  but  thnt  wa*i 
not  the  way  in  which  the  war  was  commenced.  It  was  tlien 
stated  that  this  war  was  not  likely  to  be  of  long  continuaiice,  nor 
an  expensive  contest  5  and  with  a  fatal  readiness  v/e  entered  into 
it.  We  were  at  one  time  tokl  that  twenty-five  millions  would  be 
sufficient,  and  within  half  a  year  half  as  much  more  was  t^ljed 
for.  I  only  state  these  facts  to  shew  you  what  reliance  ought  to 
be  placed  in  the  promises  of  the  Minister. 

*^  Ministers  affect  ta  be  alarmed  lest  the  French  should  come 
upon  our  coast — God  avert  the  calamity.  But  will  this  bill  pre- 
vent them  I  Ministers  have  constantly  raised  tiie  hope^  of  the 
people,  and  have  as  constantly  disappointed  them.  They  went  tQ 
war  to  prevent  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt.  Have  they  succeeded  ? 
They  then  said  a  great  deal  about  protecting  our  allies.  Have 
they  protected  any  ?  None  of  these  things  are  done,  although  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  millions  have  been  expended,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country  in  many  parts  done  away.  If  you  would 
have  the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the  people,  restore  to  them  the 
constitution,  and  give  to  thenr  a  ministry  in  which  they  can  con- 
fide 5  nothing  else  can  retrieve  you.  They  will  not  assist  a  mi- 
nistry that  is  appointed  by  court  intrigue;  they  will  not  confide  in 
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those  who  are  falsely  called  the  representatives  of  the  people ; 
many  of  whom  they  know  to  be  nominated  by  the  members  of  this 
House^  and  therefore  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  speak  the 
voice  of  the  people.  I  will  go  further,  my  lords  j  I  say  it  is  not 
enough  that  they  should  speak  the  voice  of  the  people ;  it  should 
be  known,  felt,  and  acknowledged  that  they  do  so  5  until  these 
things  are  so,  and  until  you  have  a  ministry  in  which  the  peopit 
cafa  confide,  you  never  c^  have  any  prospect  of  success  in  any 
war  in  which  you  may  be  engaged,  and  above  all,  no  hope  for  the 
restoration  of  the  liberties  of  the  people* 

*^  I  confess,  I  do  not  undei-stand  with  what  view  or  fatentioA 
tiris  bill  is  brought  forward.  I  should  really  think  it  was  to  fo- 
ment discord  5  I  cannot  call  it  a  tax.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare 
it  is  worse  in  point  of  principle  than  any  of  the  plans  <rf  Ro- 
bespierre j  it  certainly  does  not  go  to  the  same  extent,  but  it  is 
worse,  I  say,  in  principle,  for  Robespierre  only  charged  the  people 
for  what  they  had,  but  this  \A\l  makes  a  charge  on  us  for  what  we 
have  had,  without  any  regard  to  what  we  have.  It  is  telling  a 
tnan,  '  I  will  make  you  pay  according  to  "virhat  you  have  paid ;  I 
will  rely  upon  it  that  you  are  rich,  because  you  have  spent  your 
money  i^  such  a  manner  as  is  most  likely  to  have  made  you  poor.* 
Takii^g  this  ^  a  tax  upon  income,  every  man  must  object  to  it, 
because'that  must  be  a  tax,  in  most  cases,  upon  industry.  Hie 
statement  of  this  income,  in  cases  of  appeal,  is  made  subject  to 
the  examination  of  commissioners.  What  security  is  there  tha^ 
what  a  man  swears  to,  in  this  particular,  shall  be  true  ?  It  should 
be  remembered  that  men  have  in  general  a  great  repugnance  te 
declare  what  their  income  is,  and  there  are  some  to  whom  that 
declaration  would  be  actual  destruction.  It  is  saying  to  a  man, 
•  If  you  have  any  objection  to  my  killing  you,  I  will  give  you 
leave  to  kill  yourself.* 

/^  As  to  the  general  idea,  that  this  is  not  a  tax  that  will  £ill 
upon  the  poor,  I  take  that  to  be  an  impossibility}  for  you  can 
never  invent  a  ta9(  that  will  ML  upon  many  persons,  and  that  will 
produce  much  money,  without  its  falling  ultimately  upon  the 
lower  classed  of  society.  You  cannot  raise  seven  or  eight  millions 
•f  fnoney  upon  any  part  of  the  conununity,  within  the  year^ 
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without  driving  the  mass  of  the  people  to  great  distress.  I  obsar* 
that  all  those  who  at  present  pay  fifly  pounds  a  year  to  the  as* 
sessed  taxes  are  to  be  assessed  to  five  times  the  amount  5*  that  is^ 
in  all  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  upon  this  duty.  How  many 
do  your  lordships  think  may  fail  in  this  class?  How  many  of  them 
.  do  you  think  may  swear  off  for  taxing  them  above  a  tenth  of  their 
income  ?  And  here  give  me  leave  to  remind  your  lordships  of  the 
saybgof  Dean  Swift,  'that  two  and  two  do  not  make  four  at 
the  custom-house.'  These  are  my  objections  to  the  measure 
which  is  now  before  you.  Perhaps  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  de« 
taining  you  so  Icmg." 

When  the  final  discussion  of  this  measure  took 
place  in  the  House  of  Peers^  Lord  Holland  rose 
again,  in  reply  to  some  observations  on  the  part  of 
Lord  Grenville. 

*'  At  so  late  an  hour,"  he  said,  '^  he  would  not  detain  their 
lordships,  but  he  must  take  notice  of  some  of  the  expressions  of 
the  noble  Secretary,  which  had  been  personally  addressed  to  him. 

'^  In  regard  to  his  declaration  about  the  present  exigency  of  our 
^Ulairs,  and  the  necessity  of  our  vigorous  exertions,  no  person  felt 
more  sincerely,  nor  had  expressed  more  warmly  his  conviction, 
than  he  had  done,  of  the  necessity  of  such  exertions.  It  was  his 
feeling  on  this  subject  that  had  given  rise  to  the  observations  that 
be  had  ventured  to  make  on  a  measure  which,  so  &r  from  being 
a  measure  of  strength,  was  a  measure  of  weakness  3  so  far  from 
holding  forth  the  promise  of  vigour,  vras  as  delusive  in  point  of 
real  resource,  as  it  was  grinding  in  its  operation.  He  bad  i^d 
that  he  would  give  his  cheerful  assent  to  a  well-digested  plan  of 
taxation  that  should  be  voluntary,  the  only  genuine  source  of  sup- 
ply }  and  that  he  proposed  to  siispend  this  feeble,  as  well  as  un« 
just  measure,  in  order  that  they  might  have  time  to  devise  a  mort 
equal  and  more  effectual  means  of  rabing  the  sum  necessaiy  to 
the  occasions  of  the  year,  as  well  as  pf  making  the  supply  effectual 
Jo  its  purpose  when  raised. 

ff  411  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  lord's  speech  had  been  directed 
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j^articulai-ly  against  what  he  Bad  advanced  with  respect  to  a  phdge^ 
and  was  indeed  an  attack  made  upon  him  for  that  expression.  It 
^ould  hate  been  well  if  the  noble  Lord  had  been  pleased  td  state 
correctly  the  Expression  to  which  he  had  given  so  loud  and  so 
loftj  an  m»wer.  He  hardly  Thought  it  possible  that  words  so 
simple  tould  have  been  so  misinterpreted^  or  misunderstood^ 
In  the  pled^  that  he  W^  desirous  of  obtaining  he  had  toed  no 
ambiguous,  and  no  undefined  terms.  He  had  stated  correctly 
what  he  wanted— namely,  the  dismissal  of  hife  Majesty's  present 
ministers,  ^  a  preliminary  to  the  appointment  of  men  in  whom 
the  nation  could  have  just  confidence  for  the  restoration  of  their 
rights,  and  for  a  system  of  administration  founded  upon  parlia* 
meiitary  refcH-m.  This  expression  w^  sufficiently  clear  and  in« 
telligible,  one  would  Aink,  to  every  noble  lordj  it  was  not  new 
}anguage  in  this  country,  yet  out  of  this  the  noble  Lord  had  made 
a^  vehement  appeal  to  their  lordships  on  the  fundamental  change 
that  was  to  be  made .  on  the  vital  system  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. And,  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  he  had  called  in  the 
alarm  also  of  meddlii^  with  the  Parliament  of  Irel^Ki ! 

^'  In  the  moment  of  the  discontents  of  that  kingdom,  was  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  to  be  called  upon  to  unsay  all  that  they  had 
said,  and  to  concede  parliamentary  reform,  after  declaring  that  it 
would  be  fetal  to  the  government  of  that  country  ? 

*'  Now  what  w^  the  fact  with  respect  to  the  Parliament  o£ 
Ireland  on  this  subject  ?  AH  their  lordships  knew,  that  after  hav* 
ing  kicked  over  their  bar  the  petitions  of  the  people  praying  for 
catholic  emancipation,  the  petitioners  had  gone  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne  with  their  representations,  npt  to  his  Majesty's  ministers ; 
and  the  consequence  of  then:  petition  was,  an  instruction  sent 
out  to  grant  the  relief  ^hich  was'  prayed  for.  Accordingly  the 
self-same  Parliament  that  had  rejected  the  petitions  with  so  much 
scorn,  this  jealous  Parliament  did ,  resolve  that  a  reform  in  the 
representation  of  the  people  wovdd  b^  ^  wise  and  salutary  mea- 
sure. , 

^'  Lord  Holland  said,  he  was  sensible  that  the  discussion  of  par- 
liamentary reform,  much  less  any  allusion  ta  Ireland,,  was  not 
s^icUy  in  ordier  thU  nighty  but  the  noble  Lord  bad  made  it  nece»i 
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cary  for  Him  to  say  so  much.  The  noble  Secretary  had  drawn  a 
dreadful  charge  against  him^  that  he  wanted  to  change  the  funda- 
mental basis  of  the  British  constitution^  as  if  he  had  reviled  it^  and 
said  it  was  not  a  good  and  a  happy  constitution  for  a  rational 
people  to  live  under.  Now,  he  certainly  had  not  said  one  word 
against  the  constitution.  It  was  a  generous  roaxim>  and  which  h» 
should  always  pursue-^''  de  mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum  ;'*  he  would 
^ver  speak  ill  of  the  dead.  The  sort  of  argument  tjiat  the  noble 
Ziord  had  used  reminded  him  of  some  humourous  verses  by  on^ 
ef  oar  best  poets  (Prior)  : 

*  Thus  Harlequin  eitoll'd  his  horse,  ^ 

Fit  for  the  road,  the  race,  the  course  : 
One  fault  he  had, — a  fanlt  indeed  ! 
And  what  Was  that-^the  horse  was  dead* 

So  of  the  genuine  constitution  of  England : — it  had  every  excel- 
lent  quality  that  could  endear  it  to  a  rational  or  a  free  people ;  but 
alas  it  was  no  longer  in  existence.  What  he  wanted,  and  he  had 
expressed  himself  in  clear  language,  was  to  revive  tliat  constitu- 
tion in  its  purity,  and  the  means  was  not  by  any  innovating  course, 
but  by  restoring  to  the  people  a  just  representation  in  Parliament. 
In  doing  this,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  species  of 
reform  which  h'ad  been  accurately  described  in  another  place  met 
with  his  perfect  concurrence.*** 

*  The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  Protest  against  this  measure : 

DISSBMTIENT, 

Because,  We  conceive  that  in  the  present  circumstances  no 
grant  of  money  by  Parliament  can  alone  be  sufficient  to  extricate 
tiie  country  firom  its  alarmitig  and  critical  situation. 

When  tl^e  ^xigenclfts  of  the  ^ate  are  such,  as  to  demand  larg« 
supplies  from  the  peopte>  our  duty  is  liot  confined  to  the  bare  con- 
atderation  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  or  the  mode  of  levying  the 
money.  We  are  not,  from  iM  prds^t^e  of  circumstances,  and  thd 
abroach  of  danger,  hastily  to  concur  m  laying  additional  burthensr 
on  our  fellow-subjects,  without  insuring  to  the  public  a  i^ise  ap- 
ptic^on  of  tho  mwney  so  t$is9d,  and  without  due  precautions  for 
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Wben  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford^  whose  memoiy 
is  so  dear  to  every  friend  of  freedom^  soon  after 
moved  a  vote  of  censure  against  the  Cabinet  he 


directing  the  efforts  of  the  people  to  their  only  legitimate  object, 
the  benefit  of  the  community.  A  neglect  of  this,  the  most  impor* 
tant  of  all  parliamentary  duties,  must  produce,  and  in  our  opinions 
it  has  already  produced,  consequences  the  most  fatal  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  nation,  the  stability  of  the  government,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  the  people.  In  the  unconditional  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  executive  government  agsun  proposed  as  the  remedy, 
we  perceive  the  real  and  fatal  source  of  the  evil.  Year  afler  year  his 
M^ty*s  ministers  have  grounded  their  application  to  Parliament 
upon  the  urgency  of  the  occasion>  and  the  extraordinary  exigen« 
cies  of  the  state.  To  satisfy  their  demands,  to  enable  them  to  en- 
counter the  dangers,  and  remove  the  difficulties  in  which  we  were 
involved,  every  article  of  luxury  or  convenience  has  been  taxedj 
the  resources  of  the  country  have  been  exhausted,  and  sums  unpa^ 
ralleled  in  history  have  been  entrusted  to  their  disposal  j  yet,  year 
after  year  the  occasion  has  become  more  urgent,  the  exigencies 
more  pressings  the  difficulties  more  alarming,  and  the  dangers 
more  immediate,  The  security  of  the  nation  has  been  shaken  in 
the  same  proportion  as  the  prosperity  of  the  country  has  been  im- 
paired, external  danger  has  kept  pace  with  internal  distress,  and 
the  exertions  which  have  impoverished  the  people,  and  shaken 
eur  credit,  have  purchased  nothing  but  the  loss  of  national  ho- 
nour, the  defection  of  allies,  and  the  failure  of  everv  g^-eat  object 
f>f  the  war. 

If  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  juded  'by 
grants,  lavished  beyond  the  example  of  the  ipost  improvident 
times,  assisted  by  the  most  powerful  mpnarchs  of  Europe,  ba9 
proved  insufficient  in  the  liands  of  ministers  to  secure  the  blessings 
©f  peace,  or  even  to  avert  Uie  present  awful  circumstances  of  th^ 
country,  it  seems  inconsistent  with  reason  to  expect  that  the  pain- 
£il  efforts  of  an  empire,  whose  means  are  exhausted  by  taxation4 
whose  fipiritt  are  damped  by  lEailure,  and  wh©se  affections  are  ijj. 
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/wad  supported  by  Lord  Holland^  ^ho  spoke  at 

{b}Iow8 : 

ff  My  Lorcls^  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  be  surprised  at  aojr 
thing  that  comes  from  those  noble  lords  who  have  espoused  tho 

part  alienated  by  oppression^  can^  without  a  single  allj^  under  the 
direction  of  the  same  men,  resist  with  effect  a  powerfiil  and  exas- 
perated enemy,  elated  with  success,  strengthened  by  conquest^ 
and  supported  by  the  united  powers  of  Holland  and  of  Spain.  In 
this  situation  of  affairs,  to  persevere  in  the  system  which  has  pro- 
dilced  it,  to  confide  in  the  ministers  who,  with  the  aid  of  so  manjr 
millions,  have  been  unable  to  avert  it,  evinces^  in  our  opinion^  m 
total  disregard  of  the  common  masLims  of  prudence,  a  wanton  re- 
jection of  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  a  determined  n^lectof 
the  most  important  of  our  parliamentary  duties.  Under  the  per- 
suasion, therefore,  that  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  now 
threatened  are  the  result  of  force,  directed  to  objects  at  once  im- 
practicable and  foreign  to  the  interests  of  this  country  3  that  they 
are  the  necessary  consequences  of  a  misapplication  of  the  public 
inoney,  and  the  natural  fruits  of  the  incapacity  andprofiisionof  those 
to  whom  it  has  been  improvidently  entrusted,  we  deemed  it  our 
duty  not  to  sanction  any  grant  to  the  executive  government  Until 
a  pledge  was  given  to  the  House,  by  the  removal  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  of  ^  coanplete  alteration  in  his  councils*  We  held  it 
neither  just  to  impose,  nor  reasonable  to  require,  any  additional 
sacrifices  from  our  fellow-subjects,  until  some  prospect  was  held 
out  to  the  people  of  a  reform  of  that  House  which  had  granted,  and 
^  censure  of  those  ministers  who  had  lavished  sums  so  enormous^ 
without  any  benefit  resulting  to  the  community.  We  thought  that 
while  his  Majesty* s  afiairs  were  conducted  by  those  who  originally 
engaged  in  this  calamitous  contest,  and  who  can  neither  carry  on 
war  not  negotiation  with  honour,  advantage,  or  success,  no  grant  of 
Inoney  by  Parliament,  no  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  people^ 
could  afibrd  a  n^asonable  hope  that  the  blessings  of  peace  would 
1)0  speedily  restored,  or  permanently  secured.  We  imagined,  that 
^til  somQ  earnest  was  given  of  a  radical  alteratioo  of  the  system 
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cause>  aod  defended  (he  cbnduct  of  his  Majesty's  present  ministers, 
I  roust  be  astonished  at  some  of  the  assertions  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  has  spoken  against  the  address  moved  by  my  noble  friend 
and  relation.  That  the  comitry  is  in  a  state  of  unprecedented  cala- 

■  *  I     <iii    ■  I  ■  .   ■«    I         i   I       ■  I  I.      M  ■        .  -  .,■■..        !■  I     ■■■  ■  ■    ■    I..     I, 

of  terror  and  coercion  in  Ireland^  of  the  repeal  of  the  two  bilh; 
the  oiie  entitled^  '  An  iu:t  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  his 
Majesty's  person  and  government  against  treasonable  and  seditions 
practices  and  attempts^'  ^nd  the  other  entitled^  ^  An  act  for  the 
more  eBTeetaally  preventing  seditious  fi^etings.and  assemblies,'  of 
econofdy  in  public  expenditure,  and  diminution  of  the  enormous 
patronage  and  influence  of  the  CrowD,  we  were  iK)t  warranted  in 
expecting  that  cheerful  co-operation  of  the  people,  which  being  at 
oiKe  the  indication  and  result  of  a  reciprocal  confidence  between 
the  government  and  the  governed,  can  only  be  restored  by  the 
restoration  of  the  ancient  and  happy  practice  of  a  constitution  un- 
disfigured  by  coercive  laws — of  a  Parliament  speaking  the  sense 
of  the  people— and  a  ministry  dependent  on  the  voice  of  the  Par- 
-liament.  ' 

Because  it  appears  to  us  that  any  attempt  to  raise  the  supplies 
within  the  year,  in  the  present  exhausted  state  pf  the  coimtry, 
must  be  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulty  and  danger. 

Because  were  we  to  allow  that  the  principle  of  raising  the  sup* 
pli^s  by  contribution  instead  of  loan,  was  just^  wise,  and  expedi- 
ent, yet,  under  the  present  ^  ministers,  it  would  appear  to  us  at* 
tended  with  the  utmost  danger,  as  the  real  expences  of  the  year 
have  generally  exceeded  by  nearly  one- half  their  calailation ; 
ind  thus  any  regulations  for  the  equal  distribution  of  the  burden 
which  were  adopted  upon  the  first  calculation,  might  be  rendered 
ineffectual  by  subsequent  and  more  extensive  demands. 

*^  Because  if  the  b'dl  is  intended  as  a  tax  upon  expenditure,  its 
retrospective  operation  is  arbitrary  and  cruel  in- the  extreme,  an4 
Altogether  repugnant  to  the  usages  of  our  ancestors,  the  faith  of 
civilized  governments,  and  the  common  dictates  of  humanity  and 
tustioe.  If  it  is  intended  as  a  tax  upon  income,  in  our  opinion  tlie 
criterion  proposed  is  objectionable  and  inadequate,  and,  above  all, 
to  income  is  of  various  descriptions^  someticnes  arising  from  per« 
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mity  and  distress,  is  a  proposition  which  I  thonght  till  this  night 
no  man  could  have  been  hardy  enough  to  deny.  To  me  it  appears 
that  our  calamities  and  distress  are  so  great,  and  the  dangers 
which  menace  the  country  from  the  present  war,  are  of  such 
number  and  magnitude,  that  I  am  astonished  how  any  one  can  b* 
thoughtless  or  sanguine  enough  to  think  that  there  is  the  smallest 

raanent  and  disposable  capital,  sometimes  from  precarious  or  tem- 
porary possessions,  and  sometimes  from  labour,  talents,  or  indus- 
try, we  deem  any  attempt  to  proportion  the  burthen  to  the  in- 
come, in  itself  unjust,  unequal,  and  impolitic.  If  it  is  intended  as 
a  tax  upon  property,  neither  in  the  original  criterion,  viz.  tlie  as- 
sessed taxes  of  1797,  nor  in  the  proposed  relief  do  we  recognize 
any  just  principles  of  taxation,  or  perceive  any  fair  or  adequate 
method  suggested  for  the  impartial  distribution  of  the  burthen. 

'^  Because  the  relief  proposed  to  those  who  may,  by  the  increase 
of  their  assessed  taxes,  be  liable  to  pay  more  than  the  tenth  of  their 
income,  requires  a  disclosure  of  their  pecuniary  circumstances, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  customs  and  prejudices  of  Englishmen, 
and  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  j  and  which,  to 
persons  engaged  in  commerce  or  trade,  must  be  attended  with  yet 
greater  inconveniences  than  the  payment  of  more  than  the  tenth 
of  their  income.  Furthermore,  this  regulation  appears  to  us  an 
indirect  breach  of  the  faith  so  often  and  so  sacredly  pledged  to  the 
stockholder,  for  should  the  whole  of  the  income  of  any  individual 
claiming  this  relief  consist  in  a  dividend  upon  stock,  a  tenth  of 
that  income  is  immediately  sacrificed,  and  tlie  dividend,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  faith  of  Parliament  and  the  nation,  diminished  one-tenth 
by  the  intervention  of  government. 

^'  Because  the  operation  of  this  bill  is  not  confined  to  a  definite 
period  of  time,  but  by  the  most  wanton  violation  of  justice,  remains 
in  full  force  till  a  certain  sum  is  produced;  thus  exacting  from  the 
honest  the  deficiencies  which  may  have  been  occasioned  by  acci- 
dental circumstances,  by  the  designs  or  the  distress  of  individuals^ 
by  the  favour  or  the  neglect  of  the  collector^. 

''  HOLLAND. 
''OXFORD." 
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kope  of  a  successful  issue^  particularly  under  the  admmistration  o# 
those  whose  rashness  first  brought  the  nation  into  a  war,  and 
whose  impotence  and  incapacity  have  rendered  that  war  more  than 
any  other  shameful  and  disastrous. 

*^  The  noble  Lord^  though  he  boasts  of  the  dignified  state  of 
ahh  country  as  compared  with  others  in  Europe^  admits  nevertbe* 
less,  that  the  time  is  pregnant  with  danger— If,  then,  we  do 
stand  in  that  perilous  situation — if  we  are,  as  the  noble  Lord  says, 
threatened  by  a  conspiracy  >  if  the  enemy  is  at  our  gates ;  are  we 
jiot  in  a  situation  which  requires  the  assistance  of  men  of  talents, 
fortitude,  ^hd  idgour  5  which  <:a]ls  ttpon  this  House  to  withdraw 
their  support  from  His  Majesty's  present  ministers,  who  haveexhi* 
l)tted  through  the  whole  of  their  ministerial  office  a  total  want  of 
capacity  and  vigour  3  and  who,  firom  the  nature  of  their  conduct 
j|P  the  pourse  of  this  war,  have  not  only  involved  the  country  in 
calamity  a^d  danger^  but  rendered  themselves  incapable  of  ever 
extricating  it  jigain  ?  It  may  seem  strange,  my  Lords,  that  I, 
Vfho  must  be  conscious  of  my  own  inexperience  and  deficiency, 
impeach  thus  the  understanding  of  men  who  are  allowed  to  have 
among  them  much  talents.  That  they  have  great  talents,  I  rea- 
dily admit ;  but  that  those  talents  they  possess  are  fitted  for  the 
present  times,  I  take  the  liberty  to  deny ; 

'  Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defensoribus  istis, 
Tempus  eget.' 

"  Lofty  declamation  without  energy  5  boastful  eloquence  with- 
out vigour;  cunning  without  wisdom  j  feeble  efforts  or  tempo- 
jnsing  expedient"  will  never  rescue  this  country  from  the  dangers 
which  press  upou  it  from  all  parts.  On  the  origin  of  the  war,  I 
«hall  offer  a  few  remarks,  since  they  have  been  touched  upon  by 
the  noble  Baron  who  has  spoken  against  the  motion.  Although 
a  noble  Lord  (Lord  Grenville)  took  upon  himself  to  rebuke  me 
on  a  former  night  for  the  sentiments  I  had  avowed  on  that  subject, 
I  will  not  be  deterred  or  amused  from  my  purpose  'of  repeating 
them  now.  The  laws  and  constitution  give  me  a  power  to  speak, 
to  offer  my  advice  and  opinion  as  a  Peer  in  tliis  House,  and  I  have 
a  right  to  make  use  of  all  the  materials  in  my  possession.    Thr 
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Uoble  Lord  has  denied  that  the  restoration  of  mosarchy  in  France 
was  the  primary  object  of  the  war^  and  has  given  the  authority  of 
Tallien^  who>  in  a  public  paper^  avowed  that  it  was  not  the  re- 
public^  but  France^  against  which  England  waged  war.  This>  my 
lords^  was  at  Wd  time  tme>  and  at  another  false^  just  as  it  hap- 
pened  to  suit  tUe  occasic»ial  views  of  Ministers.  Your  lordships 
kRow  what  were  the  doctrines  which  were  laid  down  by  a  cele-» 
brated  gentleman^  now  deceased^  whose  talents  I  admired^  whose 
virtues  I  revered,  and  whose  memory  I  respect.  I  mean  Mr. 
Burke.  That  great  man  maintained,  that,  without  the  restoration 
of  a  monarchy  of  some  form  or  others  in  France,  there  was  no  se* 
curity  for  Europe.  My  lords,  it  is  to  the  confusion  of  those  two 
doctrines  we  are  to  attribute  all  the  errors  and  all  the  calamities  of 
the  war  5  for  while  Mr.  Burke  urged  the  necessity  of  overturning 
the  republic,  ministers  thought  that  a  proper  pretext  and  a  fit  oppor« 
^unity  to  attack  France  3  and  thus  unhappily  contrived  to  enlist 
every  man  in  France,  whether  republican  or  loyalist,  against  them^ 
and  to  irritate  and  inflame  them  against  this  country. 

'^  By  this  confusion  of  principle,  by  the  duplicity  of  their  con* 
duct,  and  by  the  obvious  treachery  of  their  views,  did  the  allies 
enlist,  not  only  the  interests,  but  the  natural  vanity  of  France^ 
against  them;  so  that  every  individual  in  that  country  felt  it  to 
be  his  principle  and  his  duty  to  resist  an  in^mous  combination  of 
princes,  who  commenced  the  war  by  deceit,  and  ended  it  in  blun* 
ders  and  disgrace.  With  views  such  as  these  the  war  originated ; 
England  being  at  that  time,  as  has  been  stated,  in  a  condition  of 
tmexampled  prosperity.  Now  that  all  the  objects  which  govern- 
ment had  in  view,  whether  those  so  ably  enforced  by  Mr.  Burke 
on  one  hand,  or  the  indefinite  views  of  tbe  Minister  on  the  other, 
have  completely  failed,  cannot  be  denied  j  neither  can  it  be  over- 
looked that  France,  at  the  commencement  of  the  contest,  had 
every  imaginable  difficulty  to  encounter.  Have  I  not  then  a  right 
to  say,  that  this  country,  flourishing  as  it  was,  found  it  impossible 
to  check  the  progress  of  France,  crippled  and  depressed  j  and  is  it 
not  fair  to  presume  that  such  miscarriages,  so  uniformly  happen- 
ing to  every  plan  of  ministers,  can  only  be  owing  to  their  total 
:jvant  of  talpnts  and  capacity  as  statesmen?  They  set  out  with  a 
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very  conficlieDt  promise  that  the  war  would  be  short  m  doratioo; 
it  has  turned  out  otherwise^  and  it  is  natural  enough  for  them  to 
pledd^  and  it  may  be  candid  for  us  to  admits  that  so  far  they  were 
in  error ;  but  if  a  long  series  of  action  is  found  to  be  but  one  long 
series  of  error  9  if  in  a  period  of  six  years  chapging  from  principi« 
to  principle^  and  shifting  from  expedient  to  expedient,  they  aio- 
Ibund  not  to  have  been  once  right,  am  I  not  justified  in  sayings 
that  they  have  neither  talents,  vigour,  nor  capacity,  and  ought  to 
be  dismissed,  in  order  to  give  place  to  men  better  qualified  to  go- 
vern the  country  in  the  arduous  and  dangerous  contest  in  which 
we  are  involved  by  their  folly  and  wickedness?  But,  says  a  noblt 
Lord,  '  this  would  be  ingratitude  5  this  would  be  to  dismiss  mei 
who  have  rendered  great  service  to  the  country,  and  rabed  its 
finances  to  a  state  of  unprecedented  affluence  and  prosperity/ 
But  shall  such  a  paltry  evasion  be  deemed  a  justification  of  their 
having  again  destroyed  the  finances  of  the  country  ?  Let  ministen 
restore  the  finances  even  to  the  situation  in  which  they  stood  at 
the  period  previous  to  their  boasted  services  !  Not  only  have  they 
undone  what  they  themselvc$<ikl,but  all  that  had  been  done  before 
their  times.  Are  we  to  allow  this  in  justification  of  thdr  mis* 
conduct  ?  Are  we,  out  of  gratitude  for  a  small  benefit,  supposed 
to  be  done  in  time  of  peace,  to  overlook  the  most  [unjustifiable 
misconduct  of  m'mistQrs,  and  devote  the  country  to  them  and  ruia 
in  time  of  war  ? 

"  My  Lords,  it  is  impossible  but  you  must  remember  that,  at 
the  beginning  of  every  session,  the'Minbter  has  said  to  Parlia* 
ment,  '  There  is  your  expences  for  this  yeaJr  :*  and  that  invariaHj 
and  constantly  the  sum  ha^  been  doubled  before  the  end  of  the  se«« 
sion.  This  is  called  '  an  unforeseen  accident/  Subsidies  were  un* 
expectedly  found  to  be  necessary,  and  the  rdinary  mode  of  supply 
was  departed  firom.  Those  were  as  unlucky  and  as  wrong  as  all 
other  parts  of  the  Minister's  politics  5  and  here  too  they  plead 
error :  but  can  they  say  that  they  were  not  cautioned  against 
these  subsidies  ?  Were  there  bo  men  eminent  for  virtue  and  ta- 
lents, who  predicted  at  the  time  that  the  subsidized  powers  would 
desert  the  alliance,  and  that  the  treasures  of  the  nation  would  bc^ 
squandered  in  vain  ?  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  desertion  of  Prussia^ 
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because  it  ^is  haw  so  Idng  ktiown,  and,  indeed,  was  fl-om  the 
beginning  so  obvious,  that  it  must  be  familiar  to  your  lordships ; 
but  Austria  was  subsidized ;  and  Sardinia  was  sub^idized^to  carry 
on  the  war.  Holland  did  not  desire  our  interference  j  and  all, 
as  they  began,  so  they  continued  td  carry  on  the  war  merely 
because  this  country  persuaded  them  to  carry  it  on. 

''  But  happy  would  it  have  been  foi:  this  country  if  ministers, 
instead  of  subsidizing  those  powers  to  carry  on  Ihe  war,  had 
allowed,  or  even  subsidized  them  to  make  peace ;  it  may  have 
been  justifiable  in  them  to  subsidize  Prussia  to  make  peace,  but  it 
is  most  unfortunate  that  Austria  was  not  persuadea  to  make  peace 
before  Belgium  was  lost.  When  Sardinia,  in  return  for  our 
subsidy,  made  a  peace  with  France,  it  was  *'  an  unforeseen 
accident."  iEvery  failure  of  the  ministers  was  '^  an  unforeseen 
■accident."  A  noble  Marquis  (Lansdown)  in  words  wtiich  I  had 
not-  the  pleasure  to  hear,  but  which,  if  truly  reported,  in  my 
opinion  equalled  any  that  have  ever  been  uttered  in  this  House 
for  wisdom  and  prescience,  once  said,  that  the  allies,  by  their 
conduct  in  the  war,  would  establish  a  military  republic  in  the 
heart  of  Europe — and  so  it  turned  out.  Was  that  ^n  unforeseen 
accident  ?  No,  not  unforeseen.  Admitting  that  it  could  be 
termed  unfortunate,  and  that  all  the  misconduct  o^  the  war  could 
be  considered  as  no  worse  than  unfortunate,  it  ddes  not  alter  the 
grounds  of  my  noble  friend's  motion  j  for  if  thfe  ineasures  of  any 
particular  set  of  men  happen  to  be  unfortunate,  it  is  good  and 
sufficient  grounds  for  dismissing  them,  since  very  good  or  very 
bad  fortune  have  a  very  impressive  effect  on  the  minds  of  men. 

'^  My  lords,  1  shall  now  trouble  you  with  a  iew  observations  on 
the  very  important  subject  of  Ireland.  A  noble  liord,  in  answer 
to  my  noble  friend's  proposal  for  conciliatfon,  has  asked  if  any  one 
will  put  his  hand  to  his  heart,  aild  say,  that  conciliation  would 
produce  the  effect  of  tranquilizing  that  country  ?  I  ask,  will  any 
one  put  his  hand  tp  his  heart,  and  say,  that  coercibn  will  produce 
it  }  Can  any  one  point  out  a  jingle  instance  of  such  an  effect 
having  been  produced  by  such  means  in  such  circumstances  ? 
Has  the  war  with  France,  or  has  that  with  America,  both  of 
which  inspired  their  advocates  with  the  most  sanguine  and  pre* 
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munptuous  hopts,  given  reason  to  put  any  confiden<%  in  coercion? 
Jfy  lords^  I  can  put  my  hand  to  my  heart,  and  say,  that  I  am 
persuaded  his  majesty*s  present  ministers  cannot  timguiquilrze  that 
country  even  by  conciliation.  How  can  they  conciliate,  whose 
concessions  are  always  known  to  be  the  concessions  of  wKikness 
and  fear^  who  refuse  to  supplication  what  they  grant  to  menace ; 
who  not  only  in  the  case  of  France,  but  even  in  that  of  the 
mutinies  at  Portsmouth,  and  of  the  grants  to  Ireland,  never  con- 
ceded that  Which  they  had  not  before  refused  5  and  who  nevfer 
granted  even  to  the  Irish  (the  most  generous  people  upon  earth) 
any  thing  without  struggle  and  reluctance  ? 

''  And  thus,  my  lords,  the  rulers  of  France,  argue  of  our 
minister  3  and  hence  arises  their  reluctance  to  make  peace  till 
they  can  exact  from  the  fear  and  feebleness  of  administration  diat 
which  they  would  despair  of  obtaining  from  any  other  set  of  racn- 
"When  they  observe  in  the  political  tactics  here  the  nature  of  oar 
minister,  and  his  jealousy  of  the  people,  they  naturally  say,  wby 
does  he  ask  for  peace  ?  Is  it  for  the  sake  of  peace  in  its  true  spirit  ? 
No  5  no  such  th4ng.  Is  it  because  he  thinks  peace  wise,  or 
prudent,  or  just  ?  No  3  no  such  thing  j  but  because  he  finds,  as 
he  has  held  it  out,  that  the  people  are  adverse  to  the  war,  and 
ileraand  a  peace  with  a  olamour  which  can  only  be  appeased  by 
holding  out  the  pretext  of  negotiation  5  and  speculating  in  this 
manner  on  the  conduct  of  ministers,  the  directory  withhold  that 
peace  which,  if  any  other  men  were  our  ministers,  they  would 
feel  it  to  he  tlifcir  interest  to  grant  to  us. 

*'  As  to  our  negotiations,  the  first  proposal  made  by  ministei^ 
was,  when  Jourdan  was  at  the  head  of  a  victorious  awny  5  but 
that  ended  because  the  restoration  of  Belgium  was  made  a  sine 
qua  non.  In  this  ■  case,  the  weakness  of  ministers  appeared  -, 
for  they  ought  to  have  duly  considered,  first,  the  probability  of 
regaining  that  country ;  and  next,  whether  the  sum  of  money 
that  might  be  expended  in  regaining  it  would  net  be  more  than 
Belgium  in  the  hands  of  Austria  would  be  worth  to  us.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  Vienna,  Belgium  was  looked  upen  as  an  incumber* 
ance  ;  to  urge  Austria  to  figfit  for  i^  therefore^  and  to  pay  a  sub- 
tidy  for  that  purpose^   rely  ujpon  it^  was  actual  iQsanity.     Td 
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^y  subsidies  for  the  purpose  bf  maintaining  Belgtutn  as  a  gine  qua 
non,  is  a  proof' of  either  such  incapacity  or  such  inslnceiity  as  oug^t 
hot  to  be  pardoned.  The  British  mhiister^  who, was  so  dignified 
that  he  would  hold  no  terms  or  intercourse  with  the  murderers  of 
the  king  of  France,  was  found  sending  a  plenipotentiary  over 
to  crouch  to  one  of  the  worst  of  those  very  murderers-^-and  the 
lenemy,  very  sagaciously  inferred  from  thence  that,  by  waiting 
longer,  they  would  have  more  ample  concessions  ;  for  the  malta 
tmimus  is  no  more  dead  among  the  rulers  of  France,  than  among 
our  ministers.  My  lords,  ministers  give  out  that  they  stay  in 
office  to  keep  out  others  who  would  be  worse  than  themselves* 
^his  I  conceive  to  be  extremely  arrogant  5  for  is  it  not  insulting  the 
nation  at  large  to  suggest  that  there  are  in  it  Only  two  men  fit  for 
the  office  ?  For  my  part,  my  lords,  I  am  sure  there  arfe  many  $ 
and  I  pledge  myself  to  support  any  set  of  men  who  will  make  th6 
attainment  of  peace  their  object.  As  for  reform,  I  pledge  myself 
to  pursue  rt,  as  necessary  to  prevent  the  same  system  from  taking 
place  here,  which  produced  the  French  Revolution,  as  well  ai 
that  in  America.  To  dismiss  ministers  is  therefore  necessary  5 
and  I,  for  my  part,  will  support,  in  or  out  of  this  House,  such, 
ministers  supplying  their  place  as  will  take  measures  to  conciliate 
Ireland,  ]K>t  by  offering  them  terms,  but  by  giving  ^them  what 
they  desire  5  for  it  is  not  for  us  to  determine  for  them  what  may 
be  in  our  opinions  a  wise  governments  Every  country  has  a 
right  to  be  governed  in  that  way  that  makes  them  happy .^' 

In  1799/ when  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  coadjutors  in  the 
Cabinet,  deemed  it  fit  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  sUspend 
the  habeas  corpus  act,  for  the  fourth  time,  Loi'd 
Holland^  in  a.  very  animated  speech,  denied  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure.  It  being,  however>  carried 
through  both  Houses  by  a  great  majority,  this  no- 
bleman>  still  ^msatisfied  with  the  propriety  of  such 
a  dangerous  resource,  recurred  to  his  privilege  ai8 
a  Peer>  and  drew  up  and  signed  the  followiif§;pro- 
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test^  with  which  we  present  the  reader^  as  a  clear 
and  concise  statement  of  the  reasons  addoced  b^ 
him  on  this  occasion^ 

'^  Dissentient, 

*'  1st,  Because  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy,  of  an  extent  sa 
formidable,  and  of  a  nature  so  complicated,  that  the  public  di** 
closures  of  the  evidence  necessary  to  the  conviction  of  one  conspi- 
rator might  enable  his  accomplices  to  ascertain  the  information  of 
government,,  and  to  elude  the  justice  of  the  country,  can  alone 
constitute  a  Necessity  sufficient  to  justify  a  Peer  of  Parliament  in 
assenting  to  any  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus. 

''  2dly,  Because  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  make  such 
necessity  apparent. 

^^  3dly,  Because  if,  from  private  information,  or  from  the  gene- 
ral circumstances  of  the  country,  the  House  were  convinced  that 
such  necessity  did  actually  exist,  it  would,  nevertheless,  be  more 
consonant  with  the  usages,  and  less  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
Parliament,  to  produce  substantial  documents,  rather  than  the 
suggestions  of  ministers,  or  the  vague  suspicions  of  individuals,  in 
justification  of  so  extraordinary  a  measure. 

*'  4thly,.  Because  the  alarms  of  ministers  are  always  to  be  re- 
ceived with  mistrust  by  the  Legislature,  when  the  remedy  pro- 
posed is  an  extension  of  their  power,  and  a  diminution  of  thelir 
berty  of  the  subject. 

"  5thly,  Because  these  principles  of  jealous}',  applicable  to  all 
times,  appear  to  me  to  be  peculiarly  so  to  the  present,  when  a  sys- 
tem of  government  by  alarm  has  been  resorted  to,  year  after  year, 
and  powers  similar  to  those  required  by  this  bill  been  obtained  on 
the  score'  of  allegations  which  subsequent  events  have  refuted;  a 
memorable  examf)le  of  which  occurred  in  the  years  17J)4  and 
1795,  when  a  nutftber  of  persons  detained  under  the  provisions  pf 
a  bill  similar  to  this,  were  alt  either  liberated  without  trial,  or  ac- 
quitted by  a  verc^ct  of  tlieir  country. 

^'  jSthly,  Because  the  danger  of  an  invasion  (the  pretence  for 
suspending  the  habeas  corpus  last  session)  exists  no  loilger.    Aod 
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k  is  subversYTe  of  that  mutual  confidence  which  should  subsist  be* 
tween  the  government  and  the  governed^  to  requite  with  distrust 
ID  their  dispositions^  and  a  continual  suspension  of  one  of  the  most 
essential  safeguards  of  their  liberty,  the  affections  of  the  people^ 
manifested  in  their  late  exertions  at  the  moment  of  alarm>  and  in 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  thej  have  submitted  to  burdens  un- 
paralleled in  their  pressure,  and  now  confessedly  unegiial  in  their 
operation. 

(Signed)  "  Holland." 

Hk  lofdship  WAS  now  accustomed  tp  ri^  and 
express  bis  opinion  on  all  the  great  questions  that 
came  before  the  House.  When  the  income  tax  was 
proposed,  he  pointed  out  many  imperfections  in  the 
bill  introduced  for  levying  it,  such  as  its  inequalitr/, 
hereditary  fortunes  and  life  annuities  being  put  ex- 
actly on  the  same  footing.  He  also  con9idere4  the 
public  faith  as  in  some  measure  violated,  by  the  tax 
on  the  funds,  and  on  this  occasion  quoted  an  ap- 
posite example  fropi  the  conduct  of  the  government 
of  France,  which  having  agreed  to  deliver  up  cer- 
tain subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  recent  engajgement  to  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  sent  off  the  prisoners  to  Barcelona,  but  at 
the  same  time  dispatched  a  frigate  after  them^  ob- 
serving, *^  We  released  you  as  Spanish  allies;  wc 
now  capture  you  as  Portuguese.** 

In  June,  1799,  when  the  ministers  proposed  to 
Jay  the  press  under  new  restraints.  Lord  Holland 
opposed  thp  bill  brought  in  for  that  pi|rpose,  and  as 
usual  pointed  out  a  redress  of  grievances  as  tho 
only  efficient  and  constitutional  mode  of  quieting 
the  minds  of  the  people* 
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''  It  Mras  the  constant  practice  of  the  Legislature  to  watch  vritl^ 
jealousy  the  progress  of  the  government  and  ihp  new  powers 
Tested  in  it.  How  had  government  used  the  power  it  recently 
acquired  ?  They  sent  to  the  dungeons  of  a  penitentiary  house^ 
eriginally  intended  for  the  punishment  pf  convicted  crimmalsj, 
persons  taken  up  merely  on  suspicion,  yet  who  were,  in  the  ejQ 
©flaw,  and  of  common  reason,  to  be  considered  innocent  till^hey 
ighould  be  found  guilty.  With  respect  to  the  manner  the  present 
bill  would  affect  what  remained  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  he 
would  ask  their  lordships,  whether  it  was  necessary  to  enact 
such  sfevere  restrictions  while  the  present  laws  existed  >  The  ex« 
perience  of  every  day  shewed  that  government  could  prosecute 
with  rigour,  and  punish  with  effect.  In  fact,  the  prosecutions  of: 
the  present  day  had,  he  thought,  been  marked  with  injustice,  of 
which  he  would  give  as  instances  that  against  Mr.  G.  WakefieWt 
and  the  Courier.  He  thought  the  law  would  in  all  cases  be  sa- 
tisfied with  holding  one  person  responsible  for  any  publication; 
to  punish  more  than  one  was  cruel.  Here  the  noble  lord  took 
z  general  view  of  the  proceedings  in  those  cases,  and  complained 
of  the  severity  of  punishing-Mr.  Wakefield  for  publishing  his  sen- 
timents 1— -it  was  nqt  the  publication  of  a  npan  connected  with  a 
party,  but  of  a  person  of  known  literary  habits,  apd  whose  writ- 
ings could  not  be  supposed  calculated  much  to  guide  the  opinions 


*  '^  As  soon  as  Mr.  Wakefield  was  lodged  in  the  King's  Bench 
prison,  he  procured  a  few  volumes  from  his  library,  and  pursued 
his  studies,  &c.  Besides  an  almost  dally  association  with  his  inr 
timate,  friends,  he  was  now  resorted  to  by  many  with  whom  he 
had  no  previous  personal  acquaintance.  But  they  knew  him  by 
his  writings,  and  had  formed  a  high  respect  for  his  character. 
Some  of  the?e  were  distinguished  in  public  life,  by  their  rank  and 
talents.  We  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the  names  of  the  late  la- 
mented Duke  of  Bedford,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Lord  Holland.  Witft 
Mr.  Fox,  hfe  had  some  tinoe  past  maintained  a  correspondence 
upon  subjects  pf  ancient,  Uterature.**r-i'i/<?  </  GUb^t  Waktjkl^ 
Yol  Jl  p.  150.  ' 
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of  common  men,  as  they  were  always  interlarded  with  Greek  and 
Latin  quotations.  He  wouM  probably  be  told  that  it  was  treating 
this  gentleman  with  lenity  to  send  him  to  Dorchester  jail,  but  if 
that  was  the  most  healthy  and  best  situated  jail  in  the  kingdom, 
yet  was  it  not  obvious,  that  to  be  removed  from  the  metropolis 
would  much  affect  the  interests  of  a  man  who  got  his  subsistence 
merely  by  his  literary  labours  ?  He  admitted  that  a  Briti^  jury 
had  found  him  guilty  of  the  libel.  With  regard  to  the  other  pro- 
secutions, he  maintained  that  it  was  a  gross  partiality  not  to  hare 
prosecuted  the  Sun  for  a  libel  on  the  Parliament  of  Ireland— -a 
libel  for  which  that  paper  had  been  burnt  by  the  common  hang;« 
man — ^and  yet  to  have  prosecuted  the  Courier  for  publishing  at 
second-hand  what  in  fact  was  truth — ^for  who  did  not  know 
that  the  gcyemoient  of  Russia  wa$  the  most  tyrannical  in  £a* 
rope?" 

Soon  after  this.  Lord  Holland,  moved  the  House 
for  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying  that  a  treaty 
might  be  entered  into  with  the  French  govern- 
ment; but  notwithstanding  the  ministers  affected  to 
scout  this  measure,  they  themselves,  during  the 
same  session  of  parliament,  actually  consented  to 
a  negotiation,  'Muring  which  they  talked  in  a 
haughty  tone^  and  threw  out  severe  and  pointed 
insult/' 

He  *on  this  occasion,  after  allowing  that  France 
on  many  occasions,  had  abused  her  superiority, 
asked,  "  what  had  been  our  own  conduct  to  neutral 
powers  ?  Had  we  not  violated  the  neutrality  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  in  spite  of  the  most  so- 
lemn treaties  ?  Had  we  not  violated  the  neutrality 
of  Genoa?  What  was  the  conduct  of  our  allies? 
Did  not  Russia  violate  the  neutrality  of  other 
^t9.te9  ?    Did  it  not  prescribe  to  the  Kioj^  of  Dm* 
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mark  that  no  clubs  should  be  permitted  in  his  do-j 
minions  ?— He  was  awarjj,  that  to  prove  that  we  ov 
our  allies  were  guilty  of  the  same  crime,  did  not 
exculpate  the  French,  but  when  he  saw  such  unjus- 
tifiable proceedings  on  the  side  of  those  who  made 
the  crimes  of  France  the  cause  of  tlie  war;,  it  proved 
that  these  were  nothing  but  a  pretext/' 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1800,  his  lordship 
moved  ^^  for  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  late 
expedition  to  Holland, ■■  which  he  characterized  as 
calamitous  and  disgraceful.  On  this  occasion  he 
observed,  ^'  that  he  knew  the  weather  and  climat^ 
of  tlje  Hpuse,''  and  he  was  not  mistaken,  for  his 
proposition  was  negatived. 

At  length,  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Cabinet  minister^ 
thought  proper  to  retire,  and  Mr.  Addingt  on 'hav- 
ing been  called  to  the  helm,  seized  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  entering  into  a  negotiation  with  France. 
Soon  after  the  peace  of  Amiens,  Lord  Holland,  in 
consequence  of  a  bad  state  of  health,  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  retire  to  the  continent,  and  pitched  upoii 
Spain,  on  account  of  its  salubrious  climate.  His* 
lordship  accordingly  repaired  to  Barcelona,  and 
remained  there  with  his  family,  until  a  new  rup- 
ture, and  a  new  war  took  place  with  France.  No 
sooner  was  the  Court  of  Madrid  threatened  to  be 
involved  in  the  common  calamity,  than, he  re- 
turned to  that  capital,  and  having  obtained  the  ne- 
cessary passports  for  leaving  the  kingdom,  he  set 
out  on  the  14th  of  November,  1804,  in  company 
with  Mr.  FjTere,  Secretary  to  the  English  enoibassy. 
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Their  joint  household  establishment  being  large, 
the  three  carriages  and  a  waggon  appertaining  to 
them,  were  unable  to  proceed  above  twenty  miles  a 
day,  so  that  it  was  the  10th  of  December  before 
they  reached  Lisbon. 

His  lordship,  after  remaining  a  short  time  there^ 
returned  early  in  the  ensuing  spring  to  Holland- 
house,  and  we  find  him  May  ^4,  1803,  supporting 
Lord  Darnley^s  motion  for  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  naval  atFairs,  ' 

Lord  Holland  upon  this  occasion  ridiculed  the  con- 
duct pursued  by  the  new  first  lord  of  the  admiralty 
(Viscount  Melville),  who  had  entered  an  of&ce 
with  great  promises,  that  was  destitute  of  novelty  m 
every  thing  but  the  catamaran  syjtem.  The  doubt, 
whether  it  was  better  to  build  in  the  king's  or  the  mer- 
chants' yards,  was  with  him  a  good  reason  for  going 
into  a  committee,  more  especially  as  a  tender  from 
the  merchants  for  building  74  gun-ships  at  26/, 
per  ton  in  three  years  had  been  rejected  in  1803, 
while  a  noble  lord  had  contracted  for  such  ships  in 
1805,  at  36/.  per  ton.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1805, 
be  expressed  his  sentiments  relative  to  the  new  con- 
test, and  observed,  -^  that  the  reluctance  of  foreign 
ppwers  to  tenter  into  an  alliance  with  us,  arose 
from  their  weariness  of  hostilities,  and  a  dread  of 
our  rapacity  and  ambition.  The  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia,'' he  added^  '"^  could  not  look  at  a  dollar  given 
him  by  us,  without  being  reminded  of  a  disposition 
in  us  that  he  could  but  ill  relish  in  an  ally,  and  we 
had  so  oianaged  our  special  pleadings  on  the  war^ 
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that  the  general  feelings  of  Europe  were  turned 
against  us/' 

At  lengthy  a  new  and  unexpected  epoch  took 
place  in  our  domestic  history. .  This  was  no  less 
than  the  return  of  the  remnant  of  the  whigs  to 
place^  in  conjunction  wi^fa,  the  Addingtonian^  and 
the  Grenville  parties.  Tl^e  minister^  who  for  twenty 
years  had  regulated  the  destinies  of  the  empire^ 
was  now  no  more,  and  be  who,  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  had  been  detested  by  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  nation,  stood  a  chance  to  be  deified,  in 
consequence  of  a  new  coalition,  which  produced  a 
public  burial  at  the  ej^pence  of  the  state,  the  most 
unqualified  eulogiums  on  the  part  of  his  friends, 
and  a  total  oblivion  on  the  side  of  his  enemies  and 
opponents. 

It  was  far  otherwise,  however,  with  one  of  his 
coadjutors.  Henry  Dundas,  Lord  Melville,  who 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  had  been  in  office^ 
having  been  accused  of  malversation  in  the  10th 
report  of  the  naval  commissioners,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Pitt  interposed,  his  jj^gis,  was  dismissed  from 
^he  office  of  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  struck  out  of 
the  list  of  privy  counsellors,  and  impeached  in  th^ 
name  of  the  Commons  of  England.-     . 

This  is  not  the  place  to  enter  into  the  particulars 
pf  a  trial  which  u^ust  be  allowed  to  be  extraordir 
nary,  in  many  points  of  view*  It  is  sufficient  for 
the  present  purpose  to  observe,  that  Lord  Holland 
and  several  other  distinguished  peers,  seem  to  have 
thought  and  felt  differently  froiii  the  majority  oa 
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this  occasion.     Tbej  accordingly  entered  several 
protests^  on  the  journals  of  the  House^  in  ^hicli 

'   '  ■  . — * ' ' '.  '    '        '  ■'•''« 

*  Die  Jovis,  12  Jun.  1806. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  proceeding  further  hi 
the  trial  of  Henry  Viscount  Melville,  upon  the  articles  of  ina* 
peachment  brought  up  against  him  by  tlie  Commons,  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

It  was  moved,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  to  Westminster 
Hall.  The  question  w^s  put  thereupon,  and  it  was  resolved  ii^ 
the  affirmative. 

The  following  protests  were  then  given  in  by  the  Lords  whose 
names  are  subjoined : 

Dissentient. — ist.  Because,  as  far  as  we  can  collect  from  ai| 
examination  of  precedents,  it  has  been  the  invariable  practicife  of 
this  House,  in  cases  of  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misr 
flemeanors,  to  come  to  some  vote  within  the  Chamber  of  Parr 
^lament,  on  the  merit  of  the  charges  presented  by  the  Commons— 
and  we  have  now,  for  the  first  time,  adjourned  to  deliver  our  ver- 
dicts severally  in  the  place  of  trial,  without  any  such  previous 
decision. 

2dly,  Because  the  usages  of  Parliament  are  founded  on  the 
experience  of  ages  •  and  where  the  practice  of  our  ancestors  has 
been  uniform,  we  are  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  their  example^ 
has  with  us  the  weight  of  authority,  until  it  be  contradicted  by 
our  own  experience,  or  superseded  by  a  sense  of  inconvenience, 
which  has  already  occurred. 

That  a  resolution  voted  in  the  House,  may  be  at  variance  witli 
the  subsequent  verdict  delivered  in  the  Hall,  cannot  indeed  bo 
controverted,  but  even  were  we  to  admit,  which  most  assuredly 
we  do  not,  such  an  event  to  be  a  mischievous  anomaly,  as  termed 
in  debate,  yet  the  bare  possibility  of  supposed  inconsistencies  and 
anomalies,  furnishes  no  argument  for  the  departure  from  an  usagoi 
in  which,  though  practised  for  ages,  no  such  inconsistency  ha| 
occurred,  and  no  such  anomaly  has  been  produced — for  the  con* 
g€(juences  of  such  reasooing  might  lead  us  to  condemn  the  una* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


172  lORD  HOLLAND* 

ihej  seem  to  have  dissented  from  the  opinions  of 
the  judges  on  certain  questions  referred  to  their 
decision. 


nlmity  vfhlch  the  law  r^uires  from  a  jury,  to  question  the  wis- 
<UMn  of  keeping  the  diflferent  branches  of  the  legislature  distinct^  and 
to  try  by  the  test  of  hypothesis,  institutions  which  the  practice  of 
farmer  timips,  and  the  experience  of  our  own,  have  shewn  to  be 
beneficial  and  wise. 

3dly .  Because  in  complicated  matters  the  propriety  and  evep  ne-? 
02ssky  of  previous  discussion  must  be  obvious,  and  on  this  occasion 
it  was  distinctly  acknowledged  by  every  Lord  who  spoKe  in  debate; 
7^d  we  know  no  parliamentarj'  mode  of  discussing  a  subject,  and  of 
insuring  attention  to  that  discussJonj  but  by  a  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  majority  of  the  House. 

4thly,  Because  our  apprehensions  of  inconvenience  and  delay^ 
arising  from  an  unusual  order  of  proceeding,  have,  in  our  judg- 
'  jnents>  been  amply  justified  by  the  event — ^and  though  incom- 
pliance with  the  wi^  of  many  Lords  we  are  unwilling  to  disturb 
a  mode  which  had  been  recommended,  but  which  it  was  in  the 
^ower  of  any  individual  Lord  to  defeat,  we  hope  it  is  not  disre- 
spectful to  the  House,  and  we  trust  it  may  not  be  altogether 
lanuseful  to  pOHterity^  to  record  this  our  humble  but  fixed  opinionj» 
that  the  deviation  from  the  practice  of  our  ancestors  has  tended 
to  pbce  in  a  stronger  light  the  convenience  and  necessity  of  thei 
xnethod  which  they  uniformly  pursued. . 

Auckland.  Vassal  Holland. 

XlUNOAS.  LaUDEKDALS. 

Suffolk  &  ]§.ERK5piaE.        Oxford  &  Mortime|i^ 

^.pssLXN*  .    Carxsfok*^. 

St,  Jqhn% 

Then  the  House  adjourned  into  Westn^inster  Hall,  and  tha 

Lords  being  seated  in  their  places,  and  Viscount  Melville  being 

•eated  on  a  stool  within  the  bar,  the  several  questions  were  stated  tq 

l^ieir  lordghipsj  and  the  Lords  having  severally  answered  thereto : 
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Soon  after^  Lord  Holland  engaged  in  the  hu- 
mane  office  of  meliorating  the  existing  code  of 

The  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  that  the  answer  of  a  majority 
of  the  Lords  to  each  pf  the  said  questions  respectively  was,  "  Not 
Guilty;* 

Dissentient  from  the  answer  to  the  second  question : 

1st  Because,  subsequent  to  the  appointment  of  Viscount  Mel- 
ville, for  the  second  time,  to  the  office  of  treasurer,  an  act  of  par- 
liament was  passed,  intituled  "  an  act  for  the  better  regulating  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy." 

Whereby  it  is,  amongst  other  things,  enacted., '  that  from  and 
after  the  Ist  July,  1785,  no  money  for  the  service  of  the  navy  shafl 
be  issued  from  his  majesty's  exchequer  to  the  tftasurer  of  th© 
navy,  or  shall  be  placed  or  directed  to  be  placed  in  his  hands  or  pos- 
session, but  the  same  shall  be  issued,  and  directed  to  be  paid  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to  be  placed 
to  certain  accounts,  according  to  the  services  for  which  it  is  craved 
and  issued. 

'  And  the  monies  to  be  issued  unto  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  the  treasurer  of  his  majes- 
ty's navy,  shall  not  be  paid  out  of  the  Bank  unless  for  navy  services, 
and  in  pursuance  of  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  signed  by  tlie  treasurer  of  his 
majesty's  navy  for  the  time  being,  or  the  person  or  persons  autho- 
rised by  him.  And  that  upon  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal 
of  the  present  and  every  other  treasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  the  balance  of  cash  for  which  he  shall 
at  that  time  have  credit  on  his  account  or  accounts  as  treasurer  of 
his  majesty's  navy,  with  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  current  month  after  a  successor 
shall  be  appointed  to  the  said  office,  actually  vest  in  such  successor 
in  trust,  for  the  services  of  the  navy,  and  be  forthwith  transfer- 
red, carried  over,  and  placed  to  the  account  of  such  successor.* 

2dly,  Because  it  has  been  shewn  in  evidence  by  the  Commons, 
that,  in  direct  breach  and  violation  of  that  statute,  the  saiJ  Henry 
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law  between  debtor  and  creditor.    Tlii«,  StUIiougil 
founded  on  narrow  commercial  principles^  never  fails 


Viscount  Melville  did  give  permission  to  Alexander  Trotter,  his 
jpay master,  to  draw  from  the  Bank  of  England,  for  other  pur- 
poses than  for  application  to  navy  services,  sums  of  money  issued 
to  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account 
4)f  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  to  place  the  same  in  the' hands 
of  his  private,  banker;  that  the  said  Alexander  Trotter,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  permission,  did  draw  from  the  Bank  of  England 
large  sums  of  public  money,  and  place  the  same  in  the  hands  of 
Jxis  private  bankers,  in  his  own  name,  and  at  his  own  disposal,  and 
beyond  the  controul  of  the  treasurer  of  the  navy ;  and  because  it 
Jias  been  proved,  that  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  derived  private 
jrofit  and  emolument  from  the  public  monies  thereby  taken  from 
the  bank  to  a  great  amount  -,  and  that  the  said  Viscount  Melville 
did  believe  and  understand  that  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  did 
derive  advantage  and  emolument  therefrom,  and  did  not  prohibit 
Jbim  from  so  doing  j  by  all  which  conduct  the  said  statute  was 
grossly  violated,  and  the  enactment  relative  to  the  transfer  of  the 
balance  of  pviblic  money  on  the  death,  resignation ^  or  removal  of 
the  existing  treasurer  of  the  navy,  to  his  successor,  in  case  of  the 
death  of  the  said  Alexander  Trotter,  during  the  period  of  His  having 
outstanding  balances  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Coutts  and  Company,  rendered  altogether  impractica* 
ble. 

3rdly^  '^  Because  the  reasons  assigned  by  Viscount  Melville 
.for  granting  permission  to  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  to  place  the 
public  money  with  his  private  banker,  are  frivolous  and  unfounded, 
and  therefore  we  have  good  cause  to  believe  that  they  were  not 
.the  real  motives  for  such  breach  and  violation  of  the  law. 

Dawnat.  Suffolk  and  Berkshire* 

De  Dunstanville.  Oxford  and  Mortimer. 

Augustus  Frederick.         Dundas. 

RossLYN.  St.  John, 

Va§8AL  HoLLAND#  Cj^IlTON. 

LauderdaItB* 
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lo  find  supporters  in  nearly  all  the  lawyers  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  it  accordingly  occurred 

-'•-■■'         '  — — —  '  '  - 

Dissentient,  from  the  answer  to  the  sixth  and  seventh  ques« 
tions. 

Because  it  is  our  serious  persuasion  as  men,  and  our  deliberate 
#pinion  as  judges,  that  not  only  a  sense  of  public  duty  and  of  honour, 
but  the  strict  and  positive  injunctions  of  law,  prohibited  Lord 
Viscount  Melville  from  deriving  any  profit  or  advantage, '  and  from 
permitting  cr  conniving  at  others  deriving  such  profit  or  advan* 
tage,  directly  or  indirectlyj  from  public  money,  during  his  second  • 
treasurership,  and  especially  from  and  after  the  first  of  July,  if  b5, 
far  it  appears: 

'  That  on  the  IQth  of  June,  179^,  the  House  of  Commons  re- 
solved, *'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tins  House,  that  from  hence- 
forward the  paymaster-general  of  his  majesty's  forces^  and  the  trea- 
surer of  the  Navy  for  the  time  being,  shall  not  apply  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  imprested  to  them,  for  any  purpose  of  advantage 
•r  interest  to  themselves,  either  directly  or  indirectly.** 

That  the  warrant,  appointing  Lord  Viscount  Melville  to  the  of- 
fice of  treasurer  of  the  navy  in  August,  1782,  granted  to  him  an 
additional  salary  of  2624Z,  6s.  M,  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  wages  and 
fees,  and  other  profits  and  emoluments  heretofore  enjoyed  by  for- 
mer treasurers  of  his  majesty's  navy  3  and  that  Lord  Viscount 
Melville  himself  declared  before  the  commissioners  of  naval  in- 
quiry, that  he  considered  the  said  additional  salary  to  be  iti  full 
satisfaction  of  all  other  profits  and  emoluments. 

That  subsequent  to  the  appointment  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville, 
ibr  the  seccmd  time,  to  the  office  of  treasurer,  an  act  of  Parliament 
.was  passed,  intituled,  *^  An  act  for  better  regulating  the  oflice  of 
leasurer  of  his  majesty's  navy." 

Whereby  it  is,  among  other  things,  enacted,  that  from  and  after 
^the  Utday  of  July,  1786,  no  money  for  the  service  of  the  navy 
diall  be  issued  from  his  majesty's  exchequer  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Navy,  or  shall  be  placed,  or  directed  to  be  placed,  in  his  hands 
^«r  possession,  but  the  same  shall  be  issued  and.  paid  to  the  gover« 
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on  the  present,  as  oii  formei:  occasions,  that  sereral 
of  the  most  beneficial  and  effective  clauses  were 


nor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to  be  placed  to  cer- 
tain accounts,  according  to  the  services  for  which  it  is  craved  and 
issued. 

And  that  the  monies  to  be  issued  unto  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  the  treasurer  of  his 
majesty's  navy,  shall  not  be  paid  out  of  the  Bank,  unless  for  navy 
fiervices,  and  in  pursuance  of  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,*  and  signed  by  the  trea- 
surer of  his"  majesty's  n&vy  for  the  time  being,  or  the  person  or 
persons  authorized  by  him  j  and  that  upon  the  death,  resignation, 
or  removal  of  the  present,  and  every  other  treasurer  of  his  ma- 
jesty *s  navy  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  the  balance  of  cash,  for 
which  he  shall  at  that  time  have  credit,  on  his  account  or  accounts 
as  treasurerof  his  majesty^s  navy,  witli  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  current 
month  after  a  successor  shall  be  appointed  to  tlae  said  oiBce,  actu- 
ally vest  in  such  successor,  in  trust  for  the  service  of  the  navy, 
and  be  forthwith  transferred,  carried  over,  and  placed  to  the  ac- 
count or  »:counts  of  such  successor. 

2dly,  Because  it  has  been  shewn  in  evidence  by  the  Commoflf> 
that  in  disregard  of  the  rule  and  order  of  office,  in  breach  of  the 
obligation  created  by  the  said  resolution  and  warrant,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  Alexander 
Trotter,  paymaster  of  the  navy,  by  desire  of  Lord  Viscount  Mel- 
ville, opened  an  account,  called  the  chest  iiccount,  in-  which  he 
debited  Lord  Viscount  Melville  with  10,600L  being  the  sum  rf 
money  for  which  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  by  his  own  confession^ 
was  at  that  time  accountable  to  the  public;  that  various  advances 
were  made  at  subsequent  periods  on  the  same  account,  in  conse- 
quence of  requisitions  from  Lord  Viscount  Melville  to  the  said 
Alexander  f'rotter  in  the  nature  of  commands,  with  which  requi* 
sitioiis  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  universally  complied  without  any 
remonstrance  5  that  no  interest  was  ever  paid  by,  or  charged  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LORD  HOLtAND.  177 

either  mutilated  or  curtailed.     Notwithstaading^ 

this^  relief  was  held  out  to  a  niimher  of  unhappy 

t 

■    ■■    .1  ■  1 1  ■  ■     ■  ■■  I  ■  I II  .  » i'  II— ———^^—^ 

Lord  ViscoQQt  Melville  for  these  said  advances  ^  that  the  said 
Alexander  Trotter  always  considered  Lord  Viscount  Melville  to 
be  immediately  indebted  to  the  pubiic>  in  the  sums  for  which  bo 
was  debited  in  the  said  chest  account^  and  that  Lord  Viscount  Mel* 
ville  understood  and  knew  himself  to  be  so  indebted ;  that  the  said 
Alexander  Trotter,  having  advanced  to  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  in 
1797 » the  sum  of  10,000{.  in  order  to  pay  the  instalments  on  his 
the  said  Lord  Viscount  Melville's  subscription  to  a  public  loan, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  loy^ty  loan,  and  having,  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  debited  the  said  Lord  Viscount  Melville  for  that  sum,  in 
another  account  kept  between  the  said  Lord  Viscount  Melville  and 
the  said  Alexander  Trotter,  intituled,  their  account  current,  did 
afterwards,  for  his  own  greater  security,  transfer  the  same^to  tKe 
chest  account,  and  did  present  a  copy  of  the  Said  account,^  bearing 
on  the  face  of  it  a  statement  of  the  said  transaction  to  Lord  *Vis- 
couj^it  Melville,  by  whom  it  was  regularly,  duly,  and  formally  set- 
tled and  signed,  and  to  whom  the  original,  book,  or  a  duplicate 
thereof  so  settled  and  signed,  was  delivered)  and  the  said  Alexander 
Trotter  did,  at  subsequent  periods,  present  other  statements  and 
duplicates  of  the  said  account,  containing  :Qie  said  charge,  which 
the  said  Lord  Viscount  Melville  did  in  like  manner  receive,  settle^ 
and  sign^  And  furthermore  it  has  been  proved,  that  notwithstand- 
ing Lord  Viscount  Melville  must  have  known  from  the  transaction, 
that  the  money  so  advanced  to  him  by  the  said  Alexander  Trot* 
ter,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  hold  the  said  loyalty  loan,  was 
public  money,  he  permitted  the  dividends  accruing  on  the  stock  to 
be'carried  to  his  credit  in  his  account  current  with  the  said  Alex- 
ander Trotter  till  May  1800,  when,  by  a  paper  signed  with  his 
own  hand>  he  authorised  Mark  Sprott  to  dispose  of  the  same, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  produce  carried  to  the  credit 
of  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  in  his  accolmt  with  Messrs.  Thomas 
Coutts  and  Company,  his  bankers. 
3dly,  Because  it  has  been  shewn  in  evidence,  that  tbejne  was  an 
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men,  Mine  of  whom  had  been  confined  for  jeaxs, 
and  with  whose  fate  that  of  their  wiTes  and  children 
wa&  immediately  connected. 


account  between  Lord  Viscoant  Melrille  and  Alexander  Trotterj 
called  their  account  current,  which  was  opened  within  less  dian 
three  months  after  the  appointment  of  the  said  Alexandei^  Trotter 
to  the  office  6f  paymaster  of  the  navy,  in  the  month  of  January, 
J  785,  and  was  not  finally  closed  till  the  month  of  M^,   1800, 
when  Lord  Viscount  Melville  left  the  navy  pay  office  j  that  dur-^ 
ing  that  interval  it  had  been  frequently  balanced  and  signed  by 
l>oth  parties,  and  duplicates  exchanged ;  diat  no  interest  was  ever 
charged  on  either  side  in  the  said  account  current,  of  which  th^ 
balance  was  generally  against  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  to  the 
amount  of  from  10,000/.  to  20,000/.  and  when  in  fiivour  of  Lord 
Viscount  Melville,  it  never  exceeded  from  20001.  to  3000/. :  the 
large  sums  of  money  were  advanced  by  the  said  Alexander  Trot- 
ter to  the  said  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  and  placed  to  his  account; 
which  sums  were  derived  from  the  public  money  illegally  drawit 
by  the  said  Al^ander  Trotter  firom  the  Bank,  on  the  pretence  g( 
nav/ services,  and  placed,  by  permission  of  Lord  Viscount  MtU 
ville,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Trotter's  private  banker. 

4thly,  Because  it  ha$,been  shewn  b  evidence,  that  when  the 
said  Alexander  Trotter  was  made  pa3rmaster  of  the  navy  in  178^, 
he  was  unable  to  make  any  advances  of  money  to  Lord  Viscount 
Melville  from  his  private  fortune,  which  did  not,  at  Uiat  time,  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  1000/.  or  2000/.  and  that,  nevertheless,  within 
three  months  a^er  his  nomination  to  the  said  office,  he  did 
advance  4000/.  to  Lord  Viscount  IVfelville,  without  interest,  Ae 
pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  being  per* 
tectly  well  known  to  the  said  Lord  Viscount  MelviUe. 

And  because  it  has  been  proved,  that  the  attention  &{  the  said 
Lord  Viscount  Melville,  to  the  transactions  of  the  said  Alexander 
Trotter  with  the  public  money,  must  have  been  forcibly  netted 
by  a  conversation  which  took  place  with  the  said  Alexander  Trot* 
ier  in  1789,  wherein  the  satd  AJ^eaoder  TVotttr  proposed  ito  llie 
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Th^  new  coalition:  cabinet  was  not  of  longdurar 
tioD.     In  consequence  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Fox^ 

w . ^ ^ ; ^ : ^ 

said  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  to  lay  oat  the  public  money  for  the 
purchase  of  India  stock  for  his  (Lord  Viscount  Melville's)  own 
private  interest  and  advantage ;  and  althougk  such  propMal  td 
made  was  rejected,  he  does  not  i^pear  then,  or  at  any  auba^uAnt 
period,  to  have  made  any  inquiry  into  the  amount  of  the  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Alexander  Trotter,  nor  into  .his 
manner  of  employing  the  same,  but  continued  to  accept  loans  of 
money,  without  interest,  from  sard  Alexander  Trotter,  and  with* 
out  ever  inquiritig  from  what  source  such  m^ney  was  derived. 

5thly,  Because  it  has  been  proved  by  the  Common^^  that  th^ 

first  item  of  (he  said  account  current  consists  of  a  sum  of  4000/. 

advanced  by  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  to  the  said  Lord  Viscount 

Melvile,  out  of  the  fund  intrusted  to  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  for 

the  payment  of  exchequer  fees,  for  which  sum  of  4000/.  it  has  hettk 

proved,  that  a  bond  was  given,  in  which  no  engagement  to  pay  Inte* 

rest  was  expected.  That,  on  September  4, 1 792,  the  sum  of  6000(. 

was  drawn  by  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  from  the  Bank^  on  the  pre* 

tence  of  navy  services,  out  of  which  sum  4057l,wzs  so  employed  t^6 

same  day  in  the  purchase  of  2000Z.  East  India  stock,  for  the  us6 

^nd  benefit  of  the  said  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  according  to  his 

express  desire  and  request  ^  tliat  no  interest  was  charged  to  Lord 

Viscount  Melville  for  the  purchMOHinoney  of  the  said  East  India 

stocky  although,  as  has  been  proved,  the  dividends  were  carried  to 

his  credit,  and  the  stock  itself  ultimately  disposed  of  for  his  benefijt 

in  May,  1800. 

^thly,,  Because  it  has  been  proved,  that  in  the  month  of  Mqr, 
1800,  when  Lord  Viscount  Melville  quitted  the  navy  pay  office, 
/le  was  under  the  necessity  of  raising  the  sum  of  50,000/.  or  there- 
abofuts,  by  the  sale  of  divers  paiicels  of  stock,  which  had  been  pur« 
chased  with  the  public  money,  and  by  the  pledging  of  the  aalaries 
of  public  offices  held  by  him,  and  persons  nearly  connected  willi 
him>  in  order  to  make  good  that  part  of  his  deficiency  la  lill  «ct 
of  parliament  account  at  the  Bank,  which  was  in  his  own  huddt 
and  had  been  used  exclusively  for  his  ow<^  profit  and  advantage* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


;I80  LORD  HdtLAKO; 

\rlra  may  be  considered  as  its  chief  pillar^  fher 
whole  fabric  was  shook  to  its  foundation^  and  it 
did  not  long  survive  his  fall.  He  died  amidst  the 
tears  and  the  lamentations  of  the  nation^  but  it|ie« 
rished  almost  without  a  single  sigh  being  uttered 
on  its  account^  for  although  much  practical  good 
flippears  to  have  been  in  store  for  the  Scottish  and 
Irish  nations^  yet  nothing  of  any  moment  was  ever 
achieved^  or  even  promised  the  English.  Al- 
though Ijord  Holland,  and  almost  every  member  of 
the  administration  ( Lord  Grenville  and  his  friends 

TMjs  Because^  in  defiance  of  the  rule  and  order  of  office^  of 
the  obligaticm  created  by  the  said  resolution  and  warrant,  and  of 
the  positive  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  parliament,  it  has  been 
distinctly  proved  5  nor  was  it  in  the  course  of  the  defence,  or  of 
the  debates  in  this  House,  ever  denied,  that  the  total  amount  of 
money  advanced  by  the  said  Alexander  Trotter  to  the  said  Lord 
Viscount  Melville,  and  employed  by  the  said  Lord  Viscount  Mel* 
viUe>  without  interst,  on  the  chest  account|  and  the  account  car- 
rent,  taken  together,  amounted 

On  Dec.31,  I79l>  to  L.  19.988    On  Dec.  31, 1796,  to  L.75A15 
1792,         26,47a  1797,         53,640 

J793>  27,025  1798,  54,140 

1794,  21,758  1799>  54,140 

1795,  30,316 

-  KosstYN.  Suffolk,  and  Berkshibb. 

Augustus  Fkbderh:k.         Oxford  and  Mortimer. 
Cliktok.  Dundas. 

Vassal  Holland.  St.  John. 

Lauderdale.  De  Dunstanville. 

The  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  Lords  Dawnay,  Lauderdale,  St* 
J6hn,  HoHand,  and  Oxford^  also  protested  against  the  answers  to 
the  first  and  tenth  charges^ 
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excepted  )>  had  exclaimed  against  ^'  the  dungeons  of 
penHentiary  houses/'  yet  no  inquiry  was  made  into 
the  state  of  the  Cold  Bath  Fields  Prison,  of  which 
Mr.  Aris  was  still  allowed  to  continue  governor.  Not 
a  single  effort  to  discover,  or  to  remedy  the  abuses 
asserted  by  themselves  in  both  Houses^  to  have  ex* 
isted  there^  took  place,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis  were  now  left  to  doubt,  whether  they 
had  not  either  grossly  exaggerated  those  mal versa- 
tions  at  one  period^  or  scandalously  betrayed  their 
4uty  by  suffering  them  to  be  ^continued  at  another^ 
when  they  themselves  possessed  the  means  of  invesr 
ligation,  redress,  and  punishment. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament,  the  nevB 
opposition  appeared  strong  as  to  its  numbers,  but 
they  were  still  more  formidable  in  point  of  talents. 
When  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  moved  the  address, 
June  26,  1807,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  rose  in 
his  place,  after  Lord  Rolle  had  seconded^it,  in  a 
speech  of  .considerable  length,  and  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Lord  Holland  said,  lie  felt  some  difficulty  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, not  ui  answering  the  arguments  of  the  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side;  but  after  what  he  had  heard,  in  doing  it  with  that  decomm  w  high 
lie  owed  to  tlieir  lordships.  If  the  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  who 
had  just  sat  down,  were  to  be  adopted  *8  the  rule  of  conduct  in  that 
house,  then  all  freedom  of  debate  was  at  an  end,  and  their  lord- 
«hips  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  re-echo  every  spe^h  whicK 
the  ministers  for  the  time  being  chose  to  put  into  the  mouth  of 
his  majesty.  Such  doctrines  were  the  most  dangerous  and  un- 
constitutional he  had  ever  heard.  He  objected  also  most  strongly 
tf>  ttbie  introduction  of  the  king*s  name^  ahd  the  lying's  opinions^ 
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into  a  debate  in  that  House,  as  they  had  been  upon  this  occasion. 
A  noble  lord  (RoUe)  had  talked  of  embittering  the  latter  days  of 
hi$  ittajesty.    Gracious  God !  my  lords,  is  it  to  be  endured,  that 
debates  in  this  House  are  to  be  thus  attempted  to  be  influenced ; 
if  these  opinions  are  to  prevail,  there  is  an  end  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people.    What  may  be  the  consequences  ?  My  noble  frieiid 
(Lord  Grei^ville)  may,  on  this  principle,  say,  with  respect  to  the 
expedition  to  Constantinople  and  to  Egypt,  that  it  was  the  king*s 
win,  that  it  was  the  king*s  opinion  that  such  an  expedition  should 
be  sent.     If  such  a  principle  is  to  be  allowed,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  where  it  can  stop,  until  it  has  destroyed  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  of  Parliament,  and  sapped  and  undermined  theconsti- 
tion  itself.    The  noble  lord  has  spoken  of  its  being  the  practice  d 
this  House  not  to  move  amendments  to  ad^'^ses.    Daring  the 
seventeen  years  J  have  been  in  Parliament,  it  has  been  nly  mis- 
fortune (as  probably  the  noble  lord  would  call  it)  to  be  the  greater 
part  of  that  time  in  opposition  j  and,  if  my  memory  does  not 
greatly  deceive  me,  there  are  several  more  instances  of  amend- 
ments being  moved  to  addresses  than  those  quoted  by  the  noble 
lord.    But  in  what  way,  my  lords,  can  this  argument  of  the 
noble  lord  operate  against  tlie  constitutional  privilege  of  this 
House,  to  offer  those  sentiments  to  the  throne  which  we  conceive 
to  be  called  for  by  our  duty  to  our  country  ?     The  noble  lord, 
in  speaking  of  dissolutions  of  Parliament,  has  only  stated  that 
which  was  obvious,  namely,  ^at  it  is  the  king's  undoubted  pre- 
rogative to  dissolve  the  Parliament,  and  that  his  ministers  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative.    The  noble  lord 
then  went  on  to  argue  as  to  there  being  no  preference  between  dis- 
solving Parliaments  at  different  periods  of  their  existence  5  but  will 
it  be  contended  for  a  moment  that  there  is  no  difference  between 
dissolving  a  Parliament  that  has  sat  five  years,  and  one  which  has 
Sat  only  so  many  months.     If  the  principle  is  good  for  any  thing; 
it  goes  to  this,  that  a  Parliament  ought  not  to  be  dissolved  at  ail, 
but  to  be  allowed  to  sit  its  full  seven  years ',  for  the  same  argu- 
ments which  the  noble  lord  has  applied  against  the  dissolution  re- 
sorted to  by  the  late  ministers  when  the  Parliament  sat  four  years, 
would  appljr  to  a  Parliament  that  had  sat  six  years,  and  are  deci- 
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iAedlf  against  the  dlssolation  of  tke  last  Parliament,  whicli  the  no- 
ble lord  had  nevertheless  defended.    After  hearing  the  defence 
set  up  by  the  noble  lord  for  the  late  dissolution,  I  am  surprised 
that  when  a  noble  Secretary  of  State  (Lord  Hawkesbury)  so  elo- 
quently declaimed  against  the  dissolution  of  the  preceding  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  noble  lord  did  not  then  rise  to  answer  his  argu- 
ments.   The  no^le  lord  has,  however,  had  recourse  to  a  sort  of 
urgumentum  ad  homi$tem,  in  attacking  the  late  dissolution  resorted 
to  by  the  last  ministers,  but  his  argument  decidedly   makes 
against    the    point  he   intended  to   prove.       The  noble  lord 
states,  that  at  the  time  of  that  dissolution  there  was  no  irritation 
of  the  public  mind,  no  material  difference  of  opinio?^.     Why, 
then,  was  this  not  the  moment  for  an  appeal  to  the  people  ?  Thd 
noble  lord  then  states,  that  at  the  time  of  the  last  dissolution 
there  was  great  irritability  and  collision  of  opinion.     Is  it  not 
then  clear  that  that  was  a  most  imprq)er  period  for  a  dissolution 
of  Parliament,  when,  instead  of  a  cool  and  dispassionate  appeal  to 
the  people^  it  could  only  be  an  appeal  to  their  inflamed  prejudices 
and  passions  ?  But,  my  lords,  is  there  no  difference  between  dis- 
solving  Parliament  in  the  recess,  and  in  the  midst  c^a  session? 
The  opinion  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  whom  this  country  boasts, 
(I  mean  Lord  Somers)  was,  that  to  dissolve  Parliament  in  the 
midst  of  a  session,  was,  if  not  absolutely,  at  least,  almost  illegal, 
and  I  will  not  allow  for  a  moment  that  a  prorogation  for  a  day, 
followed  by  a  dissolution,  can  make  the  slightest  difference.     It 
is  a  mere  evasion.    The  noble  lord  having  used  an  argumentum 
ad  hominem,  1  may  also  be  allowed  the  same  kind  of  argument, 
and  I  call  upon  the  noble  duke,  at  the  head  of  his  majesty's 
councils  to  take  into  his  hand  the  speech  now  put  into  the  mouth 
of  his  majesty,  the  speech  delivered  from  the  throne  in  the  year 
1734,  and  the  ameiKlment  then  moved  in  the  House  of  Parlia- 
ment by  Mr.  Burke,  which  had  the  entire  concurrence  of  the 
noble  duke.     [The  noble  lord  read  an  extract  from  the  amend* 
nient.]   If  the  noble  duke  can  devote  his  attention  to  t!ie  subject, 
he  will  £nd  those  constitutional  principles  most  ably  and  elo* 
qnently  enforced  in  that  amendment,  which^  have  now  been  so 
iUgrantly  violated.    We  were  toM  in  the  speeob  pat  in  the  toouth 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184  LORD  HOLLANB. 

of  the  king  on  the  prorogation  of  the  last  PatUament,  that  thai 
was  die  most  convenient  time  for  putting  a  period  to  the  basimess 
of  Parliament.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  apply  that  expression 
to  this  assertion  of  the  ministers  which  it  deserves.  The  most 
convenient  time !  when  business  of  the  utmost  importance  was 
interrupted^  when  there  was  no  appropriation  of  the  public  mon^. 
And,  ray  lords,  I  should  wish  to  know  whether  the  public  money 
has  not  been  in  consequence  illegally  appropriated.  My  lords, 
these  measures  tend  to  make  this  House  a  cypher  in  the  constitu- 
tion. The  great  opulence  which  centres  in  this  House  contribute^ 
largely  to  the  supplies,  and  the  only  hold  we  have  upon  them  is 
the  appropriation  act.  Supplies  are  not  now  raised  as  they  for- 
merly were  J  and  the  arguments  which  fprmerly  justified  resisting 
the  supplies  will  not  now  justify  them.  Ministers  have  the  sup- 
plies in  their  hands  from  the  nature  of  the  taxes;  and  if  they  can 
appropriate  them  too  without  coming  to  Parliament,  what  security 
have  we  that  Parliaments  will  be  assemblpd  at  all  ?  My  lords, 
these  4aiiy  growing  infringements  of  the  constitution  demand  our 
roost  serious  and  earnest  attention,  f ,  who  think  the  influence  of 
the  crown  has  increased,  is  increasing^!  and  ought  to  be  diminished, 
am  a  friend  to  frequent  appeals  to  the  people^  but  not  by  means 
of  dissolutions.  Jjet  Parliaments,  instead  of  septennial,  be  trieur 
nial,  or  I  would  not  object  to  their  being  aimual  ^  let  ther^  N 
stated  earlier  periods  for  a  recurrence  to  the  sens^  pf  the  people; 
but  if  Parliaments  are  to  bo  threatened  with  dissolution — andj 
maintain  that  the  entrance  pf  tliat  misguided  monarch,  Charles  I* 
into  the  House  of  Coomipns,  was  not  a  more  outrageous  violation 
of  the  constitution,  than  the  threat  used  by  a  right  honourable 
secretary  of  state,  in  the  late  House  of  Commons;  then  Parliament 
becomes  subjected  tp  the  will  of  the  crown,  as  many  woul4 
weigh  in  the  balance  a  seat  which  they  may  instantly  lose,  and  $ 
seat  for  six  years,  which  will  necessarily  have  an  undue  influence 
upon  votes.  The  only  objectipQ  I  have  tp  the  late  House  of  Com: 
mans  is,  that  they  did  not  adopt  those  strong  and  energetic  niea- 
«ures  which  such  a  threat  imperiously  called  for.  With  respect 
to  the  events  which  have  happened  in  the  Mediterranean  and  iiv 
£gypt,  those  with  vih^m  I  had  thf  bo^pur  to  act,  as  veU  as  myt 
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tiA£,  ate  ^xiout  that  every  ioquiiy  should  be  iostitated  which  can^ 
tend  to  elucidate  the  circumstances  which  led  to  tl^ose  events ; 
but^  when  I  look  at  that  part  of  the  speech  from  the  throne  which 
refers  to  tbese  events^  I  cannot  help  observing  that  the  penman  of 
this  speech  in  his  eagerness  to  censure  the  late  ministers,  has  put 
into  his  majesty's  mouth  a  strong  condemnation  of  his  majest/i 
government.  I  also  find  m  the  same  speech  a  desire  that  union 
and  harmony  may  prevail.  This  recommendation  of  ministers, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  nuide^  brings  to  my  recol- 
lection a  story  which  is  almost  too  ludicrous  for  this  House,  but 
which  is  so  extremely  applicable,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  re* 
lating  it  Two  persons  in  another  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
having  been  at  a  fair,  where  less  amusement  had  taken  placs. 
than  frequently  prevails  at  fairs  in  that  country,  were  displeased 
on  their  return  that  there  had  not  been  enough  of  rowing ;  after 
consulting  together  a  little,  one  of  them  said  to  the  other,  I  will 
tell  you  a  sure  way  of  having  a  row,  let  us  go  back  to  the  &ir  and 
preach  up  peace  and  good  order.  The  noble  lord  has  denied  that 
ministers  have  raised  any  cry  of  *'  no  popery;**  but,  my  lords,  look 
at  the  address  to  the  electors  of  Northampton  ;  look  also  at  those 
newspapers  which  are  understood  to  be  in  the  interest  and  to  have 
the  favour  of  government.  My  lords,  in  one  of  these  papers  it 
Was  observed  immediately  after  the  prorogation  of  Parliament, 
that  it  was  hoped  the  cry  of  "  no  popery**  which  had  issued  from 
the  throne,  would  be  re-echoed  in  every  quarter  of  the  country. 
The  noble  lord  has  cast  the  cry  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  people  j 
but  the  people  in  general  have  too  much  good  sense  to  be  duped 
by  such  a  cry,  and  the  ministers  with  all  their  efforts  have  failed 
in  their  experiment.  Let  me,  however,  pay  that  tribute  to  the 
iright  reverend  prelates  who  sit  in  tliis  House,  to  which  they  are 
(entitled,  for  that  firmness  and  moderation,  which,  amidst  the  cry 
to  which  I  have  ajluded,  have  uniformly  marked  their  conduct. 
There  is  another  part  in  the  speech,  my  lords,  against  which  I 
protest,  as  most  unconstitvitional.  We  are  told  that  the  addresses 
to  whidi  my  noble  friend  (Earl  Fortescue)  alluded,  as  addresses 
from  chapters  and  corporations,  we  are  told  that  these  have  ex- 
pressed the  sense  of  the  people.    Thus  after  an  appeal  to  th^ 
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people,  the  new  Parliament  are  to  be  toM  at  the  outset,  we  do 
not  want  you  to  express  the  sense  of  the  people,  it  has  been  al- 
ready expressed  by  chapters  and  corporations,  and  riotous  meet* 
ings.  My  lords,  I  feel  myself  called  upon  by  every  motive  of 
public  duty  to  support  this  amendment.  We  have  heard  this 
iiight  of  systematic  opposition  ;  but  if  ministers  come  into  power 
upon  unconstitutional  principles,  it  is  childish  ^nd  absurd  to  talk 
of  any  other  opposition  than  that  of  an  united  body,  firmly  acting 
upon  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  determined  to  resist 
by  every  constitutional  means  those  who  have  no  other  title  to 
power  than  faction  and  intrigue.'* 

,  On  the  discussion  of  the  Catholic  petition^  Maj 
83,  1808, 

"  The  noble  lord  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  intoa  discus- 
t\(m  of  the  various  polemical  points  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward in  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  question  for  Parliament  to 
consider  was,  what  was  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  what  the  remedy 
proper  to  be  applied  to  it  in  the  present  exigency.  If  four  mil- 
lions of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  necessary  to  the  safety  of  that 
country,  if  Ireland  were  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  empire, 
this  measure  ought  to  be  acceded  to.  With  the  danger  of  the^ 
present  day  he  contended  that  no  preceding  period  could  fairly  be 
compared.  The  reign  of  William  III.  which  had  been  quoted, 
had  no  analogy  whatever  to  it,  and  therefore  the  existence  of  the 
penal  laws,  at  that  or  any  other  period  that  had  been  mentioned, 
present  nothing  in  their  justification  at  this  moment.  These 
penal  laws  were  in  his  mind  always  odious,  but  peculiarly  so  at 
present,  when  all  the  pretexts  for  their  original  enactment  ceased 
to  exist.  The  noble  lord  vindicated  the  book  of  Dr.  Milner  against 
the  misrepresentatiou  of  it  which  appeared  in  the  speech  of  on© 
of  the  reverend  prelates  -,  but  he  contended  that  whatever  that 
book,  or  the  book  of  any  other  individual,  however  high  in  talent 
and  character,  might  contain  that  should  be  reprehensible,  could 
not  fairly  be  alledged  as  a  ground  of  censure  upon  the  whole 
sect  of  which  that  individual  might  be  a  member.  The  noble 
lord  replied  in  a  strain  of  the  most  imptessive  eloqueAce  to  the 
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assertion,  that  the  pctasantty  of  Irdand  cared  not  a  farthing  about 
the  object  for  which  the  higher  orders  of  their  persuasion  were 
now  seeking.  What,  he  would  ask,  bound  a  man  to  the  gloiy  of 
his  country  ?  what  made  the  lower  orders  rejoice  in  the  honours 
and  achievements  of  their  generals  and  admirals  ?  What  made  their 
hearts  beat  with  exultation  at  the  mere  mention  of  such  names  as 
Nelson's  ?  What,  but  the  principle  and  feeling  which  must  excite 
pleasure  in  the  Irish  peasant's  breast,  when  inibrmed  of  the  ad- 
vancement and  'distinction  of  one  of  hts  persuasion  and  way  of 
thinking  ?  As  to  the  attempt  made  to  identify  the^Revoludon 
with  the  abominable  code  against  the  Catholics,  he  protested 
against  the  identity.  He  also  protested  against  the  Revolution, 
as  being  provoked  by  Catholicity,  or  by  the  pecuKar  partiality  of 
James  II.  to  that  creed.  No ;  it  arose  out  of  his  perseverance  ia 
that  disusing  power  which  his  unfortunate  father  attempted  to 
establish.  But  the  main  question  to  consider  on  this  occasion  was 
this;  by  whom  had  any  of  the  riots  or  commotions,  ascribed  to  the 
Catholics,  been  excited  and  directed  ?  Certainly  not  by  catholic 
generals^  admirals,  or  senators,  whatever  concern  tlie  catholic 
populace  might  have  in  them.  Therefore  no  precedent  can  be 
adduced  from  history  to  justify  any  apprehension  of  danger 
irom  such  persons  as  this  petition  referred  to.  Indeed  as  to  his- 
tory, it  would  not  be  the  interest  of  either  sect  to  refer  to  it,  as  a 
great  deal  of  excess  might  be  shewn  on  both  sides.  To  the  as* 
sertion  of  the  noble  baron's  (Hawk^bury),that  the  Catholics  owed 
their  exclusion  to  their  own  conduct  in  refusing  to  subscribe  to 
the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  abjuration,  he  would  shortly  neply,  by 
referring  to  those  oaths,  and  then  he  would  ask  any  Candid  man, 
whether  it  was  possible  for  any  Catholic  to  swear  such  oaths — 
to  subscribe  to  tests  which  absolutely  proscribed  bis  own  faith — 
the  proposition  was  mockery.  The  noble  lord  concluded  with  a 
commentary  upon  the  principles  and  objects  of  those  with  whom 
the  penal  laws  originated,  and  pronounced  the  conduct  of  the  old 
whigs  of  the  Revolution  who  sanctioned  them  as  highly  dis* 
g^aceful." 

Meanwhile,  a   new  and    important  event  had 
taken  place  on  the  continent.     Bpnapartej^  who  had 
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ruled  Spain  by  means  of  the  King  and  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  with  a  degree  of  authority  equally  abso* 
lute  as  that  with  which  he  kept  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces in  awe,  obtained  a  surrender  of  the  crown, 
and  conferred  a  new  sovereign  in  the  person  of  his 
own  brother.  Those  who  had  submitted  without 
murmur  to  the  despotic  controul  of  their  own 
monarchs,  immediately  revolted  at  the  idea  of 
foreign  domination,  and  priests,  and  nobles,  hitherto 
the  blind  instruments  of  the  will  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  began  to  write,  to  talk,  and  to  fight  ia 
behalf  of  liberty  ! 

Lord  Holland,  who  had  resided  in  Spain,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  history  and  language 
of  the  inhabitants,  took  every  opportunity  to  praise 
a  measure,  which  augured  so  favourably  to  this  and 
to  every  other  country.  Accordingly,  on^  the  21st 
of  July,  1808,  after  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had  said 
a  few  words  on  this  subject,  he  observed : 

*^  That  he  could  not  agree  with  bis  noble  friend,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  wait  for  the  establishment  of  a  regular  goverqment 
in  Spain  j  he  thought  it  immaterial  whether  they  established  a  re- 
public or  a  monarchy,  or  called  this  or  that  femily  to  the  throne. 
It  could  not  be  supposed  (it  was  added)  that  he  ^ould  have  con- 
fidence in  the  present  ministers,  or  think  that  the  management  of 
a  subject  of  such  delicacy  and  imjxjrtance  was  placed  in  proper 
hands,  and  there  were  circumstances  in  their  conduct  which  could 
not  but  give  him  some  degree  of  apprehension,  as  a  considerable 
period  had  elapsed  since  the  Revolution  had  taken  fdace  in  Spain, 
and  be  had  not  yet  heard  of  any  assistance  being  sent  to  that 
country.  The  efforts  of  that  nation  were  rendered  highly  inter- 
esting by  the  circumstances  in  whiph  they  were  placed,  by  tbecause 
in  which  tliey  were  epabarked^  and  above  all,  by  the  considewtioQ 
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that  they  were  now  struggling  for  liberty^  and  he  thought  thirt  tio 
time  ought  to  have  been  lost  in  rendering  them  assistance.  He 
thou^t,  also,  th^t  it  was  not  enou^,  to  speak  in  general  terms 
of  assistance  to  be  rendered  to  Spain,  but  it  should  be  declared  ex« 
plicitly  what  were  our  objects,  or  rather, what  were  not  our  objects, 
namely,  that  we  were  not  actuated  by  any  selfish  feeling,  or  by 
any  little  mercantile  policy,  though  he  did  not  mean  to  accuse 
ministers  of  this )  that  we  should  guarantee  the  integrity  of  the 
Spanish  dominions  in  South  America ;  that  we  should  declare  in 
a  manly  and  decided  manner  our  object  to  assist  the  Spanish  nation 
in  the  true  spirit  of  generosity  and  liberality,  and  that  the  promises 
of  assistance  should  not  remain  enveloped  in  general  terms,  which 
had  no  precise  meaning.** 

Having  now  taken  a  review  of  this  nobleman's 
conduct  as  a  legislator,  we  shall  next  coniider  him 
as  an  author. 

Immediately  after  the  late  changes  in  the  Cabinet 
took  place,  a  pamphlet  appeared,  entitled,  *'  An 
Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Nation,  at  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  Present  Administration,''  which 
has  been  generally  attributed  to  the  subject  of  this 
memoir.  The  discussion  in  question  is  arranged 
under  three  distinct  heads,  the  first  of  which  com- 
prises our  ''  foreign  relations.*'  This  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  history  of  the  ''third  grand  coalition," 
an4  it  is  stated  that  no  evidence  has  been  given  on 
the  part  of  our  late  minister,  to  procure  the  media- 
tion of  our  allies,  notwithstanding  a  specific  assur- 
ance of  this  kind  in  May  1803,  and  a  communication 
of  a  pacific  nature  from  the  French  government,  at 
the  beginning  of  1805. 

The  former  Cabinet  is  accused  of  having  forced 
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*'  the  Court  of  Vienna  prematurely  into  a  rupture 
with  France, 

After  shewing  that  this  Court  was  not  eager  for 
hostilities  at  that  moment,  the  author,  whoever  he 
may  be,  continues  as  follows  : 

"  Such  then  was  the  unwillingness  of  Austria,  and  such   the 
means  employed  to  bring  her  into  the  late  ruinous  contest.     And 
truly  when  we  reflect  on  the  exhausted  state  in  which  the  last  war 
had  left  her  j  when  we  consider  the  loss  of  her  ancient  provinces; 
best  situated  for  offensive  operations,  and  the  various  difficulties 
which  opposed  themselves  to  any  attempt  at  calling  forth  the  re- 
sources of  her  new  acquisitions;  when  we  survey  her  finances,  in- 
Tolved  in  unexampled  •mbarrassment,  and  her  cimibrous  admi« 
nistration,  checking  in  every  quarter  the  devjelopement  of  her  na- 
tural strength ;  when,  above  all,  we  think  of  the  universal  dread 
of  a  new  war,  which  prevailed  through  every  rank  of  her  people, 
dispirited  by  a  recollection  of  the  last,  and  impressed  with  a  firm 
belief  in  the  ascendant  of  France  ^  when,  to  all  tliis,  we  oppose 
the  signal  advantages  of  her  enemy  in  every  particular)  a  compact 
and  powerftil  territory,  impregnable  to  attack,  and  commanding  its 
neighbours  from  the  excellence  of  its  offensive  positions  y  an  army 
inured  to  war,  and  to  constant  victory  j  an  armed  people  intoxica- 
ted with  natural  vanity,  and  the  recollection  of  unparalleled  tri- 
umphs; a  government  uniting  the  vigour  of  military  despotism, 
with  the  energies  of  a  new  dynasty;  an   administration,    com- 
manding in  its  service  all  tlie  talents  of  the  state ;  finances,  un- 
burthened  by  the  debts  of  old  monarchies,  and  unfettered  by  the 
good  feith  of  wiser  rulers ;  finally,  a  military  expedition  of  .vast 
magnitude,  at  the  very  moiTient  prepared,  and  applicable  to  any 
destination  which  the  change  of  circumstances  might  require- 
when  we  contrast  these  mighty  resources  with  tlie  remnant  of 
her  strength  which  Austria  had  to  meet  them,  we  shall  marvel  but 
little  at  her  backwardness  to  seize  the  present  juncture  for  begin- 
ning a  war,  which,  if  unprosperous,  must  be  her  last 

^*  In  a  prudent  delay  she  saw  that  every  advantage  might  be 
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expeeted;«HmimproveiBCiit  of  her  domestic  economy;  a  gradual 
amelioratioD  ofber  political  constitation ;  the  correction  of  those 
evUs  in  her  military  system,  which  had  formerly  proved  fatal  j  the 
change  of  conduct  towards  her  frontier  provinces,  which  the  expef 
irience  of  last  war  prescribed ;  the  progress  of  her  rich  dominions^ 
«nd  nuiperous  and  various  population  in  civility  and  wealth ;  tfa^ 
confirmation  and  extension  of  her  foreign  alliances* 

•  "  On  the  other  hand,  most  of  the  enemy's  advantages  were 
likely  to  be  impaired  by  delay ;  many  of  them  were  peculiar 
to  the  present  crisis ;  almost  all  of  them  were  of  a  temporary  nar 
tore.  The  pursuits  of  commerce  might  temper  his  warlike  an4 
turbulent  spirit;  the  formidable  energy  of  a  new  government 
might  yield  to  the  corruption  which  time  never  fails  to  engender ; 
and  though  kept  quite  pure,  could  not  but  relax  during  the  inter^ 
val  of  quiet ;  the  constitution  was  likely  to  become  either  more 
despotic  and  weaker  for  offensive  measures,  or  more  popular  and 
less  inclined  to  adopt  them ;  for  a  nation  always  becomes  a  wiser 
and  better  neighbour  in  proportion  as  its  afiairs  are  influenced  by 
the  voice  of  the  community :  the  arts  of  peace  must  modify  that 
system  of  military  conscription  which  made  every  Frenchman  a 
warrior :  the  remembrance  of  recent  victories  would  gradually 
wear  away,  both  in  the  army  and  the  nation  :  allies  might  ^lesert 
from  better  views  of  their  interest ;  dependent  states  might  throw 
off  the  yoke,  when  they  recovered  from  the  panic  that  made  them 
bend  to  it;  neutral  powers  might  be  roused  to  a  just  sense  of 
)their  duty,  when  a  successful  resistance  seemed  practical^e,  and 
the  re-establishment  of  the  Austrian  affairs  furnished  a  centre 
voond  which  to  rally :  the  army  destined  to  invade  England  would 
fTobftbly  fjdl  in  the  attempt,  or  at  any  rate  might  be  occupied  in 
0uking  it :  fstciums  were  more  likely  to  disturb  the  vigour  of  the 
goiwrmnent  when  the  continent  was  at  peace ;  nay,  the  chancy 
was  worth  cor^idering,  which  every  delay  gave,  of  some  mnister 
accident  befalling  the  chief,  whose  destinies  Involved  those  of 
France  hersiflf,  and  whose  power  bad  not  yet  received  i^  last 
consdidation.  Every  thing  then  rendered  a  delay  as  hurtful  to 
tbd  en^y  as  it  was  deshable  to  Austria,  and  her  allies. 

''  If  Firance  bad  been  called  upon  to  chuse  the  juncture  of  hif 
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a^rs,  at  which  a  new  continental  league  shoad  be  fdrmed  ajgaftfrf 
her>  not  only  with  safety,  but  with  eminent  advantage  to'hei'  ik^ 
terests,  she  would  have  chosen  the  year  1804;  that  the  oporatioh^ 
of  this  league^  after  it  had  once  been  formed,  should  be  delayed  tiH 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  she  could  scarcely  have  dared  to  hope. 
If  Austria  had  been  desired  to  name  the  crisis  at  which  her  present 
necessities^  as  well  as  the  prospects  of  betteting  her  condition, 
most  clearly  enjoined  an  adherence  to  peace,  she  must  have  been 
blind,  indeed,  not  to  fix  upon  the  same  period )  and  if  she  had 
shut  her  eyes  to  her  most  obvious  interests,  it  would  have  been  the 
best  policy  of  her  allies  to  undeceive  her,  and  chiefly  6f  England, 
who  had  no  stay  on  the  continent  but  Austria.  But  the  blindness 
was  ours;  Austria  was  alive  to  her  true  interests,  as  she  knew  htr 
Teal  situation  5  and  we  unhappily  prevailed  upon  her  to  seek  cer- 
tain ruin,  by  partaking  of  our  infatuation.** 

But  the  imprudence  of  the  minister  did  not  stop 
here,  for  although  the  co-operation  of  Prussia 
was  very  desirable^  and  perhaps  absolutely  neces- 
jsary,  yet  the  war  was  entered  upon,  we  are 
told,  without  waiting  to  ascertain,  whether  that 
country  meant  to  join  the  allies,  remain  neutral, 
or  take  part  with  France  ! 

*'  V^Tien  we  survey  the  whole  machinery  then,  it  is  added,  by 
which  the  grand  coalition  was  to  be  moved  and  regulated,  we  dis- 
cover nothing  but  weakness  and  confusion — a  total  want  of  strength 
in  the  liiaterials;  of  skill  in  the  arrangement  of  the  parts;  of  har- 
mony in  their  movements.  England,  the  main  spring  of  the  muoD, 
is  not  suffered  to  communicate  directly  with  Austria  the  great 
moving  power ;  while  the  intercourse  with  such  a  petty  member 
of  the  system  as  Sweden,  is  constant  and  intimate.  Russia,  cal- 
culated by  natuie  to  operate  as  a  grand  auxiliary  to  Austria,  '» 
first  made  the  centre  of  the  movement,  and  then  the  balance  and 
director.  The  instruments  of  communication  employed  by  Eng- 
land, are  either  distrusted  by  herself  or  by  her  allies,  with  whom 
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they  ave  nfeverthdcsi  Station^  to  the  exclusion  of  fitter  instruments 
add  the  increased  derangement  of  the  machme.  BiU  above  allj 
though  England  furnishes  the  iinews  of  the  war,  and  originatef 
tlbe  whole  operation,  she  is  not  allowed  a  single  voice  in  directing 
or  cohtroling  itj  she  is  excluded  from  all  influence  over  the 
operation  after  it  is  once  resolved  upon;  studiously  repressed  at 
all  times,  except  when  the  wheels  t»tjnot  move  without  her  assist-^ 
ance,  even  then  only  pefmitted  to  interfere  with  her  services,  and 
compelled  to  abstaih  froni  advice." 

After  pointing  oUt  four  capital  errors  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  cdntinental  war^  the  '^  conse- 
quences of  our  late  foreign  policy"  are  enumerated^ 
and  the  wljole  closes  with  the  ''  state  of  our  foreign 
afifairs^  independent  of  the  late  coalition  and  its  con^ 
sequences/* 

Towards  the  conclusion  it  is  considered  as  a  foUy 
'^  to  persist  in  building  upon  the  chance  of  an  im- 
mediate resistance  to  the  influence  of  France^'' 
wliile  the  vague  indefinite  fears  of  the  enemies  to 
peace^  are  ridiculed  and  condemned.  It  is  observed 
with  a  prophetic  spirit^  for  the  assertion  has  been 
fully  verified  since  the  publiciation  of  (he  work  in 
question^  that  Bonaparte  ^'  will  go  on  conquering 
such  of  our  allies  as  continue  hostile^  uniting  with 
those  whom  he  may  intimidate  or  allure  to  share  in 
the  plnnjder  of  the  rest ;  stnetching  his  creation  of 
kings  over  the  north  of  Germany;  aggrandizing 
those  whom  he  has  made  in  the  South ;  ostending 
his  dominion  in  Ttaly  over  the  islands^  and  from 
Italy  striding  onwards  to  the  East. 

'*  Jain  tenet  Italiam^  tamen  ultr4  pfergore  ttndit  actum  inquit, 
Dihi)  est.*' — JvvEN.. 

1808-1809.  o 
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We  joia  most  devoutly  ia  the  concluding  mtlh, 
^'  that  whether  we  are  to  be  blessed  with  peace^  or 
compelled  to  prepare  for  new  battles^  the  minister! 
will  pursue  those  plans  of  moderate  and  salutary 
reform  in  the  various  branches  of  our  national 
policy,  without  which  no  glory,  no  safety,  not  even 
the  inheritance  of  a"  name,  will  remain  to  £iig« 
land/' 

There  is  another  work  lately  published,  and 
avozved  by  his  Lordship,  who  has  indeed  prefixed 
bis  name  to  it.  It  is  the  Life  of  a  celebrated  foreign 
Author,^  and  proves  that  he  has  not  been  inattentive 
to  Spanish  literature,  during  his  late  residence  on 
the  continent.  This  is  inscribed  in  a  handsome  de- 
iUcation  to  Don  Manuel  Josef  Quintana^  a  man  of 
letters  of  the  present  day,  and  we  shall  here  tran- 
scribe, by  way  of  a  specimen,  the  translation  of  0 
ode  from  the  5th  Book  of  the ''  Arcadia." 

♦^  In  the  green  season  of  ray  flowing  years, 

I  lived,  O  love !  a  captive  in  thy  chaing  j 
Sang  of  delusive  hopes  and  idle  fears, 

And/wept  thy  follies  in  my  wisest  strains  : 
Sad  sports  of  time,  when  under  thy  controul 
So  wild  was  grown  ray  wish,  so  blind  my  souL 

'♦  But  firom  the  yoke  which  once  ray  courage  tam'd, 
I^  i^uieceiVd  at  length,  have  8lipp*d  my  head. 

And  in  that  sun,  whose  rays  my  soul  inflam*d. 
What  scraps  1  rescued,  at  my  ease  I  spread. 

So  shaB  I  altars  to  Indifierence  raise. 

And  chaunt,  without  alarm,  returning  Freedom^s  praise. 

•*^*^  Some  account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Lppe  Felix  i^ 
Vega  Carpio,"  1  vol.  8vo. 
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'^  So  ott  their  chains  the  ransom*d  captives  dwell  > 
So  carols  one^  who^  cored,  relates- hip  wound  $ 

So  slaves  of  masters,  troops  of  battle  tell. 
As  I  my  cheerful  liberty  resound  : 

Freed,  sea  and  burning  fire,  from  thy  controul. 

Prison,  wound,  war,  and  tyrant  of  my  soul, 

''  Remain,  then,  faithless  friend,  thy  arts  to  try 

On  such  as  court  alternate  joy  and  pain  5 
For  me,  I  dare  h«:  very  eyes  defy, 

I  scorn  the  amorous  snare,  the  pleasing  chain. 
That  held  enthraird  my  cheated  heart  so  long,  . 
Apd  charm'd  my  erring  soul,  in  answer  of  its  wrong/* 

Lord  Holland  is  also  the  editor  of  the  posthumous 
historical  wbrk  relative  to  the  early  part  of  the 
reign  of  James  II.,  written  by  his  late  uncle.  Th« 
preface  indeed,  is  entirely  of  his  own  composition. 

We  have  thus  taken  a  survey  of  the  political  and 
literary  life  of  Lord  Holland,  whence  it  may,  h% 
easily  deduced,  that  he  is  a  friend  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  country.  With  his  uncle  Mr.  Fox, 
he  opposed  the  origin  of  the  present,  and  the  whole 
of  the  former  war,  as  unnecessary  and  improvident. 
He  has  also  steadfastly  set  his  face  against  every 
measure  that  appears  founded  on  sinister  objects, 
while  he  has  let  no  opportunity  slip  to  testify  hig 
approbation  of  a  more  generous  mode  of  govern- 
ment, in  respect  to  that  portion  of  the  empire  lately 
united  to  us  by  means  of  a  community  of  interests, 
as  well  as  of  legislature. 

Like  bis  old  friend,  the  late  Marquis  of  Lans- 
downe,   with  whom  he  lived  for  many  years  in 
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habif  s  of  intimacy,  his  Lordship  has  al^ay»exhihited 
a  marked  predilection  in  favour  of  popular  rights, 
more  especially  a  reform  in  Parliament.  Young, 
ardenS  e  oquent,  with  a  heart  undebauched  by 
long  possession  of  power,  and  hfinds  unstained  with 
corruption,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  one  day 
hold  a  dignified  situation  in  the  Cabinet  of  his 
country.  He  has  already  given  hostages  for  his 
principles,  and  will  not  forget  Ihathe  is  looked  up 
to  by  the  people: 


'^TuMarcelluserisr 


In  point  of  person,  and  even  of  dress,  as  wella* 
address,  he  not  a  little  resembles  the  late  Mr.  Fox. 
He  is  like  his  uncle  too,  addicted  to  agriculture, 
and  farms  all  the  land  round  Holland-house,  Ken- 
sington. 

Lady  Holland  is  a  very  accoipplished  woman, 
and  allowed  to  speak  Italian  in  a  supWior  style  ta 
atiy  other  Englishwoman  now  living.  She  was  ori- 
ginally a  Miss  Vassal,  the  only  daughter  of  the  late 
-I — Vassal,  Esq.  of  Golden-square,  a  gentleman  who 
possessed  a  very  large  fortune  in  the  West-Indies. 
Her  ladyship  had  been  married  to  the  late  Sir  God- 
frey Webster,  Bart,  in*  1786,  when  only  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  as  they  lived  unhappily  together, 
av  separation  ensued.  Lady  H.  was  united  to  Lord 
Holland  in  July  1797,  and  has  had  two  sons  by  that 
nobleman,  one  of  whom  only,  Henry-Edward,  sur- 
vives. 
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MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS. 

THE  laws  of  Scotland  are  essentially  different 
from  those  of  England.  The  attainment  of  justice  is 
undoubtedly  the  aim  and  end  of  both,  but  the  means 
are  wonderfully  dissimilar.  *  It  was,  and  is  still, 
•wing  perhaps  to  this  disparity,  that  so  few  Scotch- 
men have  been  bred  to  the  Ei^glish  bar;  more  espe- 
cially as  to  those  who  addict  themselves  to  the 
study  of  jurisprudence,   Edinburgh  (thanks  to  the 

*  The  procrastination  usually  attendant  on  a  suit  before  the 
Court  of  Session,  has  long  become  proverbial,  and  indeed  we 
cannot  pay  any  compliment  to  the  celerity  and  dispatch  of  our 
own  Chancery.  The  truth  is,  that  the  business  of  both  is  con- 
ducted according  to  the  principles  of  the  civil  law,  in  consequence 
9f  which,  instead  of  the  parties  coming  before  a  judge,  after  a  little 
'j^refatory  special  pleading  to  obtain  a  verdict,  as  in  our  .  muni- 
cipal tribunals,  a  world  of  time  elapses,  and  a  great  waste  of  paper 
takes  place,  before  it  is  possible  to  became  acquainted  with  the 
subject  in  contest,  although,  in  Scotland,  a  large  portion  of  the 
process  is  printed,  and  bound  io  volumes.  Blacjkstone,  who  was 
a  Common  Lawyer,  mentions,  wirh  great  exultation  in  his  Com- 
mentaries, a  suit  relative  to  a  cow  in  North  Britain  which  occu- 
pied a  longer  space  in  litigation  than  what  was  spent  in  the  siege 
of  Troy,  >ind  was  at  lengtli  ended  by  an  appeal  to  the  House  of 
peers. 

We  understand  that  it  is  but  a  sbort  tioae  skwe  a  nobleman,  not 
iwisfeilled  in  the  jurisprudence  of  his  native  country,  concluded  a 
contest  often  years,  the  sole  object  of  which  was  to  oblige  one  of 
his  stewards,  or  factors,  to  render  an  account  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements. 
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spirit  of  litigation^  said  to  be  engendered  by  a  dcs'e- 
liction  of  the  trial  by  jur)' ! )  presents  nearly  as  rich 
a  harvest  as  London.  Almost  every  man  of  fortune^ 
indeed^  in  North  Britain^  studies  the  civil  law  at  an 
university/ and  then  takes  his  degree  as  a  member 
of  the  college  of  advocates :  this  has  become^  in 
tome  measure^  necessary  ;  for  as  suits  are  fire* 
quent>  and  much  depends  on  the  mere  technical 
skill  with  which  they  are  carried  on>  a  certain  de- 
gree of  knowledge  is  absolutely  requisite  for  the 
management  of  landed  property. 

Although  the  practice  of  the  law^  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tweedy  may  be  considered  as  a  short  and 
certain  road  to  the  first  honours  and  offices  of  the 
state>  but  five  natives  of  North  Britain  have  pursued 
this  favourite  path  with  equal  ardour  and  success. 
The  Earl  of  Mansfield  was.  the  first  Caledonian 
who  became  Chief  Justice  of  England ;  but  the 
Woolsack  and  the  Chancery. Bench^  those  two  grand 
professional  prizes^  were  never  obtained  until  the 
time  of  Mr.  Wedderburne,  who,  by  a  singular  train 
of  good  fortune,  and  a  certain  hsippy  flexibUUy  of 
talents,  after  occupying,  in  succession,  the  offices 
of  Solicitor  and  Attorney-general,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas^  and  a  Commissioner  of  the  Great 
Seal,  finally  became  Lord  Chancellor,  and  was  at 
the  same  time  ennobled. 

Mr.  now  Lord  Erskine,  having  tried  both  the  sea 
and  land  service  in  vain,  fortunately  fixed  on  the 
law,  at  the  express  recommendation  of  his  mother 
the  late  Countess  of  Buchan^  and  at  the  conclusion 
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of  a  hmg  and  fortunate  career^  M^ithout  the  inter- 
tention  of  anj  intermediate  employment^  except  the 
office  of  chancellor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1806, 
beheld  himself,  per  saltuiny  the  first  lay  subject  in 
the  kingdom,  after  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  Royal. 

Two  other  instances  remain  on  record  ;  the  oni 
in  the  person  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Archi- 
bald Macdonald,  Knt.  now  lord  chief  baron  of 
the  Exchequer,  who,  of  noble  descent  himself,  in- 
termarried with  a  powerful  English  ftimily.  Th* 
other  is  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir,  and  he^ 
without  family  influence,  or  hymeneal  connexion, 
has  risen  to  a  high  and  honourable  station  in  the 
practice  of  English  jurisprudence. 

Sir  William  Grant  is  a  native  of  the  portion  of 
Great  Britain,  if  not  best  known  by  that  appella- 
tion, at  least  most  properly  denominated  the  Norths 
em  Highlands.  He  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the 
Spey,  at  a  place  called  Elchies,  bboutthe  year  1754, 
or  1755,  As  Elgin,  a  neighbouring  town,  was  then 
famous  for  its  grammar  school,  he  and  his  bro<» 
ther  *  were  sent  thither,  and  boarded  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  John  Irvine,  nephew  to  a  worthy  and  re- 
spectable clergyman  at  that  place.  Both  Mr.  Milne 
and  Mr.  Sheriff,  in  their  turni  presided  over  the  in* 
stitution  just  alluded  to,  about  that  period; but  nei-* 
ther  of  them  lived  long  enough ^to  witness  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  pupil,  who,  however,  has  not 

*  This  gentleman,  who  is  younger  thag  Sir  William,  was  for- 
merly collector  of  Martinico.  Their  father,  who  wai  originally 
bre4  to  agricultural  pursuits,  died  collector  of  the  Isle  of  Mat>, 
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beea  unmindful  of  the  seminar/  ivhence  hf  derived 
the  rudiments  of  his  future  knowledge.  To  his  cre- 
dit be  it  recorded,  that  a  few  years  since,  when  the 
provost  and  o^agistrates,  who  are  the  curators  of 
the  schools,  found  it  convenient,  in  consequence  of 
the  narrown^s  of  their  i^venues,  to  rebuild  the  edi- 
fice, he  was  que  of  the  first  to  step  forward,  and 
contribute  to  so  laudable  a  plan. 

After  a  short  residence  at  Elgin,  Mr.  Grant  re- 
paired, we  believe,  to  the  King's  College  of  Old  Aber- 
deen, where  he  completed  his  education.  He  had 
now  a  profession,  and  it  may  also  be  added,  with- 
out any  cu'cumlocution>  a  fortune  to  seejc.  But  it 
so  happened  that  an  uncle,  after  a  long  residence  in 
England,  had  obtained  a  considerablf;  fortune  by 
commercial  pursuits.  This  gentlen^an,  -^ho  soon 
after  purchased  the  estate  of  Elchies^  in  the  county 
of  Moray,  where  he  had  been  born,  interposed  oq 
this  occasion,  and  on  his  arrival  in  London,  he  was 
immediately  entered  of  one  of  the  inns  of  court. 

It  was  a  well  known  practice  in  former  times, 
and  which  is  but  too  little  attended  to  at  present, 
for  gentlemen  intended  for  the  bar  to  commence 
their  oratorial  career  at  some  celebrated  debating 
society.  It  is  in  the  recollection  of  several  persons 
still  alive,*  tb^t  Mr.  Burke  first  addressed  himself  to 
an  audience  at  the  Robin  Hood;  and  it  is  but  a  few 
years  since.  Mr.  Dallasj  novf  Chief  Justice  of  Ches* 
tBr,  made  his  debut  at  Coach-makers' Hall,  while 
Mr.  Garrow,  at  present  attorney  general  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales^  &c.  at  (he  same  time  opened ^Xih^ 
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9eliool  of  eloquence  in  the  Haymarket.  The  subject 
of  this  memoir  is  said  to  have  tried,  bis  strength  at 
.the  King's  Head,  Newgate-street;  and  at  len<?th, 
afiter  keeping  a  due  number  of  terms,  and  eating  his 
commons  a  due  number  of  times,  more  majorum, 
Mr.  Grant  was  called  by  the  benchers  to  the  degree 
of  utter  barrister. 

The  first  time  that  he  wore  his  wig  and  gown,  we 
have  been  told,  as  a  practitioner,  was  in  the  House 
of  Peers,  when  retained  as  counsel  on  a  Scotch  ap- 
peal, and  on  this  occasion  observed  confidentially  to 
a  friend,  '^  that  he  was  rather  intimidated  at  ap- 
pearing before  so  august  an  assembly.*'  Even  at 
this  early  period  of  his  life,  Mr.  Grant  afforded 
ample  proo&  of  that  acuteness  and  discrimination 
for  which  he  has  been  since  so  celebrated,  and  is  re* 
ported  to  have  attracted  some  attention.  But  he 
remained  unnoticed,  in  a  professional  point  of  view, 
amidst  the  crowd  of  candidates  for  legal  practice 
and  preferment.  As  his  oratory  was  not  of  that 
cast,  which  so  frequently  provejs  attractive  in  Nisi 
Prius  causes,  and  his  manner^  were  not  specially 
calculatod  for  cross-questioning  and  bro>y-beating 
an  evidence^  it  is  but  little  wonder  that  a  young 
man,  deficient  in  these  essential  qualifications  in 
modern  practice,  should  remain  unemplpyed. 

But  a  new  scene  sooji  opened  to  his  view.  Dur- 
ing the  contest  with  America,  although  our  old 
colonies  had  shaken  ofi^  their  allegiance  to  the  mo- 
ther country,  the  extensive  province  of  Canada, 
^hich  bad  been  but  recently  conquered  from  France^ 
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still  remained  firmly  attached  to  the  intertots  ef 
Great  Britain>  notwitbstandii^  all  the  temptations 
to  revolt.  Thither  Mr.  Grant  now  bent  his  steps, 
and  arrived  at  the  capital  at  that  \ety  critical  period, 
when  it  was  threatened  with  a  siege  by  tlte  cele-. 
brated  General  Montgomery. 

This  officer^  assisted  by  Arnold,  after  a  rapid 
inarch  over  an  immense  tract  of  couirtry,  arrived, 
during  the  winter,  before  the  walls  of  Quebec,  and 
commenced  operations  against  that  city.     Many  of 
the  inhabitants  betook  themselves  to  flighty  while 
most  of  those  who  remained  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  consternation  in  consequence  of  such  an  unex- 
pected event.     But  it  was  otherwise  with  the  young 
barrister,  who  is  reported  to  have  assisted  at  the 
works,  and  to  have  handled  a  musket  with  as  much 
intrepidity  as  a  veteran.     After  the  calm  had  been 
restored,  and  the  enemy  defeated^  he  betook  himself 
to  his  original  profession,  and  soon  obtained  consi- 
derable practice.     In  the  course  of  a  few  years,  in* 
deed,  he  was  appointed  his  Majesty's  attorney  ge- 
neral in  that  province,  and  appeared  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  to  realise  an.  ample  fortune. 

But  this  theatre  either  appeared  too  narrow  for 
the  exercise  of  his  talents,  or  he  himself  longed  to 
revisit  the  centre  of  the  empire,  and  exchange  the 
biting  atmosphere  of  Canada,  for  the  milder  climate 
pf  Westminster.  On  his  return,  he  is  said  to  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  Thurlow>  but  he  soon  saw 
and  felt  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons.    He  accordingly  found  tbe^ni 
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to  be  returned  for  Shaftesbury;  and  after  tbU,  his  pre- 
ferment was  rapids  for  we  find  him  soon  obtain- 
ing a  silk  gown^  as  a  King's  council^  to  which  was 
attached  a  patent  of  precedency^  and  although  his 
practice  was  never  extensive,  yet  this  event  could 
not  fail  to  prove  advantageous.  Tn  1793  he  be- 
came a  Serjeant  at  law ;  and  about  that  time  vacating 
his  seat  for  Shaftesbury^  he  was  chosen  for  the  bo- 
rough of  New  Windsor;  in  1798,  he  was  nomi- 
nated chief  justice  of  Chester,  vice  Serjeant  Adair; 
in  1799,  he  succeeded  Sir  John  Mitford,  now  Lord 
Redesdale,  as  solicitor  general ;  and  on  May  SO, 
18()1,  inconsequence  of  the  promotion  of  Sir  Pep- 
per Arden,  who  afterwards  became  Lord  Alvanley, 
to  be  chief  of  the  Common  Pleas,  he  was  nominated 
master  of  the  rolls. 

The  first  time  that  his  name  occurs  in  the  debates 
of  Parliament,  was  at  the  period  when  Russia,  after 
a  successful  war  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  seemed 
able,  in  a  single  campaign,  to  obtain  possession  of 
Constantinople,  and  plant  the  Greek  cross  on  those 
battlements  which  had  so  long  witnessed  Uie  triumph 
of  the  Turkish  crescent.  The  Empress  Catharine, 
whose  bosom  appears  to  have  been  devoured  by  the 
two  passions  of  love  and  of  ambition,  at  that  critical 
moment  wielded  the  destinies  of  theeinpire,and  many 
politicians  in  England  were  alarmed,  lest  her  gigantic 
schemes  should  endanger  the  much  boasted  balance 
of  power,  which  happily  at  that  period  still  prevailed 
in,  and  regulated  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Mr.  Pitt^ 
in  particular,  interested  himself  in  behalf  of  Turkey, 
and  seemed  to  consider  the  acquisition  af  Oczakow, 
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bj  her  Imperial  Majesty,  as  an  event  extremely  un^ 
favourable  to  the  general  tranquillity. 

After  Mr.  Windham,  destined  afterwards  to  be- 
came the  colleague  of  the  premier,  had  attacked  hiy 
conduct  ill  a  longspeech,  during  which  he  disclaimr 
ed  all  ideas  of  confidence,  and  called  aloud  for  ex-r 
planation,  the  member  for  Shaftesbury  rose  and 
spoke  as  follows: 

**  Mr.  William  Grant,*'  says  the  reporter,  ^^  exposed,  with  in- 
finite talent,  tlie  absurdity  of  the  legislative  intruding  itself  into 
the  executive  branch  of  the  government,  and  thereby  destroying  the 
very  fundamental  principles  of  the  constitution.  Should  that 
H«mse  take  upon  itself  to  investigate  the  plans  of  government, 
firom  the  moment  they  should  approve  of  those  plans,  they  took 
away  all  responsibility  from  ministers,  who  no  longer  executed 
their  own  (but  the  Parliament's)  measure.  Thus,  the  public 
would  lose  that  great  guard  over  the  conduct  of  the  public  officers. 

**  He  observed,  that  the  resolution  that  had  been  moved,  was 
exactly  that  sort  of  one  that  called  for  the  previous  question.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  House  had  been  led  to  expect  some 
measure  like  that  communicated  by  his  Majest/s  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  when  a  larger  number  of  sea- 
men had  been  proposed,  than  was  usual  to  be  voted  during  a  peace 
establishment. 

*'  At  that  time,  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  oh 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  bad  taken  notice  of  tha  circumstance, 
and  said,  he  wished  not  to  inquire  into  the  particular  reason  3  but 
if  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  state  that  there  was  ^ny  thing  in 
the  complexion  of  political  affairs  in  Europe  that  made  such  aug-  . 
mentation  necessary,  he  would  give  his  consult  to  the  propositioti. 
The  right  honourable  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  answer- 
ed that  there  was,  and  the  other  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  satisfied. 

*'  The  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on  this  occasion,  Mr.  Grant 
83id,  was  both  car  did  and  constitutional :  he  had  given  the  King's 
aervaats  bis  confidence  at  that  time  properly ;  and  had  not  acted 
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like  an  honourable  and  learned  friend  of  his  (Mr.  AnstrHther) 
that  day,  who  had  desired  to  know  the  object,  but  not  tlie  means 
of  the  negotiation  at  present  going  on. 

''  It  was  agreed,.  Mr.  Grant  said,  on  all  hands,  that  it  was  the 
prerogative  qf  the  crown  to  make  war  and  peace,  and  carry  on  ne^ 
g^tiations.  Why,  therefore,  was  the  necessary  confidence  to  be* 
denied  to  the  executive  government  in  the  present,  more,  than 
in  any  other  instance :  because  it  was  admitted,  that  the  measiire 
in  question  was  a  negotiation  -,  and,  whether  an  armed  or  an  un-  ' 
armed  negociation,  he  declared  no  *  person  had  disputed  that  it 
naade  any  sort  of  difference.  From  the  nature  of  the  proceeding, 
a  ^eg6tiation  was  managed  by  the  Minister,  because  he  could 
himself  conduct  it,  and  was  responsible  for  the  whole.  To  what 
effect,  he  asked,  was  a  negotiation  likely  to  be  carried  on,  if  it  ■ 
was  10  be  managed  by  five  hundred  persons  ?  If  that  House  took 
negotiations  into  their  own  hands,  they  might  as  well  proclaim 
them  in  newspapers,  since  they  must  have  all  the  different  foreign 
ambassadors  at  their  bar  to  examine  them  as  to  the  points  in  treaty. 
Exclusive  of  this,  Mr.  Grant  said,  there  were  other  objections  of 
a  strong  nature.  Popular  assemblies  were  likely  to  be  corrupted 
in  negotiations. 

The  necessary  consequences  of  negotiations  in  the  hands  of 
numerous  bodies,  from  the  popular  assemblies  of  Athens  to  the 
Polish  diet,  ever  had  been,  aud  ever  would  be,  the  publication  of 
what  ought  to  be  secret  >  intrigues,  dissensions,  cabals,  and  the 
interposition  of  foreign  influence*  As  the  functions  of  govern- 
ment were  now  exercised  in  all  the  political  contests  in  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  never  once  imagined  that  any  foreign  influence  was 
felt ;  but,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, from  a  well-founded  jealousy  of  the  crown,  interfered  more 
than  it  ought  to  have  done,  in  negotiations  with  foreign  powers, 
foreign  influence  prevailed  in  proportion  to  theektent  of  the  inter- 
ference. Ought  they  then  to  take  the  power  of  negotiating  from  - 
the  crown,  and  give  it  to  tlie  people,  when  it  was  evidently  for  the 
advantage  of  the  latter,  that  it  should  remain  in  the  executive  go- 
vernment, where  the  constitution  had  wisely  placed  it  ? 

/'  The  d^bate^  Mc;  Grant  observed,  had  taken  a  new  turn  in  i 
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tbe  hands  of  the  right  honourable  ^gentleman  (Mr.  Wih^iam) 
who  spoke  last.    Every  other  person  who  had  spoken  in  favoar  of 
the  resolution^  had  complained  that  they  were  called  on  for  sap- 
plies,  without  having  any  information'Whatever  of  the  object  for 
which  they  were  wanted  3  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
in  the  coarse  of  his  speech,  had  turned  round  short,  and  declared, 
that  they  had  all  the  information  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Minister  ever  to  give.    If  so,  upon  what  ground^  he  asked,  was  it 
necessar)*-  to  deny  the  Minister  that  confidence,  withoat  which 
the  negotiation  could  not  be  earned  on  with  effect  ?  With  regard 
to  confidence,  Mr.  Grant  observed,  that  it  was  not  personal  ccuifi- 
dence  that  was  expected,  'or  that  sort  (^confidence  which  A  ^e9 
B,  but  that  confidence  in  the  executive  government,  which  the 
constitution,  for  wise  purposes,  had  vested  in  ministers! 

'*  An  honourable  baronet,  who  had  spc^en  some  titoe  since,  had 
said,  the  instant  the  country  was  put  to  any  expence,  the  House 
was  bound  to  enquire  fi^r  what  purpose  -,  and  he  had  given  a  sort 
of  challet^  to  the  House,  and  defied  any  gentleman  to  produce 
a  single  instance,  where  they  had  been  called  on  for  supplies  with- 
out previous  explanation.  It  so  happened,  Mr.  Grant  said,  that 
he  recollected  a  case  precisely  in  point,  and  that  was  on  the  Jour- 
nals, upon  turning  to  which,  in  March  1717,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  King  sent  a  message,  stating  to  the  House  in  the  most 
general  terms  possible,  that  he  was  carrying  on  a  negotia-* 
Uon,  in  order  to  preserve  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and 
calling  upon  the  House  for  supplies  to  enable  him  to  carry  it  om 
with  effect.  In  that  instance,  without  any  infi>rmatlon  further,  the 
House  had  voted  supplies  5  but  no  person  thought  of  withholding 
the  necessary  confidence  from  the  servants  of  the  Crown.  Nay, 
the  present  Parliament,  in  the  present  session,  had  fully  and  fairly 
acknowledged  the  principle ;  how  else  was  it  to  be  understood, 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  they  had  voted  an.  extra- 
ordinary number  of  seamen^but  upon  the  confidence  intlie  Mini-* 
ster,  when,  without  descending  into  particular,  he  pl^jdged  him* 
self  <heir  services  would  most  likdiy  be  wanting. 

**  Having  furnished  these  precedents,  Mr.  G4rant  took  notice 
that  Mr.  Windham  had  concluded  a  very  eloqi*  nt  speech  with  a 
d^lamation  against  the  hoirors  of  war,  and  then  expressed  his  wish 
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ftr  peace.  He  joined  most  heartily  in  deprecating  sach^a  cala- 
mity as  war  J  but  the  right  lionourable  gentleman  seemed  to 
.have  forgotten,  that  the  armament  had  for  its  object  the  averting 
the  evils  of  war,  and  the  securing  the  permanency  of  peace. 

"  Mr.  Grant  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  balance  of 
power  in  Burope,  as  the  most  efficacious  means  to  produce  lasting 
traaquiility.  k  was  not  likely  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  were 
ignorant  of  the  constitution,  or  that  a  family,  but  recently  called  to 
ike.tktt)ne,  would  attempt  any  thihg  contrary  to  the  usual  practice. 
On  these  grounds  he  argued,  tha%  the  House  might  vote  a  supply 
without  being  particularly  informed  of  the  object:  and^that  th& 
resolution  moved,  though  true  in  some  cases,  could  not  be  gene- 
rally so,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  adopted." 

A  supply  was  atccordingly  voted,  and  the  Minis- 
ter triumphed  for  a  moment;  but  the  uation  soon 
interposed,  and  effected  what  the  Opposition  was 
unable  to  achieve.  It  must  indeed  be  fairly  con- 
ceded by  every  liberal  man,  that  the  project  of  com- 
mencing hostilities  with  the  Empress  was  highly 
impolitic,  and' that  Oczakow,  even  if  a  war  had  been 
prudent,  was  an  object  unworthy  of  such  a  contest. 
The  popularity  of  the  premier  now  experienced  an 
eclipse  with  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  part 
of  the  nation,  and  his  enejnics  seized  on  this  oppor- 
tunity to  produce  a  motion  implying  a  direct  cen- 
cure  on  his  conduct.  On  the  other  hand,  his  friends 
rallied  around  him,  and  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
wa»  one  of  the  foremost,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  debates  of  that  day,  to  afford  his  support. 

^^  Mr,  Grant,"  we  are  told,  '^  rose,  and  entered  on  a  very  ingenious 
defence  of  administration.  He  managed  his  argument  with  great 
logical  acutenessj  and  began  with  declaring,  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  collect,  with  sufficient  precision,  whether  they  were  to  disa- 
gree>  or  not,  as  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  which  involved 
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in  it  no  particular  principles,  and  fell  far  short  ofthe  pf  inciples  latd 
down  and  insisted  on  in  the  debates  on  the  same- subject  last 
session, 

**  They  had  then  heard  it  asserted,  that  they  had  no  right  to 
interfere  5  that  Russia  was  an  independent  poweri  an^d  had  a  right 
to  judge  for  herself,  and  act  accordingly.  The  question  then  be-  - 
fore  the  House  did  not  turn  on  principles  nearly  so  broad  ami  ge- 
neral, but  on  very  different  ones;  and,  as  it  was  worded,  left  a  prin- 
ciple behind  of  material  import  for  consideration,  and  which  was  an 
inference  clear jy  resulting  from  the  premises,  though  not  stated. 
This  inference  must  strike  every  gentleman,  Mr.  Grant  said,  as  a 
fair  part  of  the  discussion,  since  its  being  admitted,  or  denied,  must 
aflect  the  issue  of  the  discussion, 

"  Having  stated  the  inference,  and  shewn  its  bearing  upon  the 
question,  th^  next  consideration  was  the  importance  of  Oczakow. 
As  to  the  real  value  of  Oczakow,  he  thought  that  the  better  way 
to  estimate  the  worth  of  it  to  the  contending  parties  would  be,  to 
reflect  on  the  manner  in  which  they  had  contended  for  it,  for  they 
must  be  allowed  to  know  something  of  the  matter.  Upon  that 
point  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  argued,  as  if  it  was  a  place 
of  no  importance  at  all,  or  of  every  importance,  and  had  seemed 
to  hold  that  there  was  no  distinction  between  the  two  extremes. 
Mr.  Grant  argued  to  shew  that  it  was  material  to  the  just  decision 
ofthe  question,  to  consider  Oczakow  really  according  to  its  esti- 
mation J  which  was  more  likely  to  be  found  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes, than  to  be  either  the  one  or  the  otlier. 

"  In  order  to  ascertain  this, ,  he  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  first  terms  proposed  by  the  Empress,  as  the  ultimate 
conditions  on  which  she  would  grant  peace  to  the  Porte ;  among 
the  foremost  of  these  was  a  proposition  to  convert  the  provinces  of 
Bessarabia,  Moldavia,  and  Wallachia,  into  an  independent  kingdom, 
to  be  put  under  the  government  of  a  Christian  prince.  He  traced 
the  progress  of  the  negotiation  from  our  interference  to  the  period 
when  the  Empress  offered  to  alter  the  conditions,  and  to  lower  her 
demands ;  and  pointed  out  the  facility  with  which  Russia  abandoned 
her  first  pioposition,  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  provinces 
•f  Bessarabia,  Moldavia,  and  Wallachia,  into  an  independent  king- 
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dbm,  but  the  steadiness  with  which  the  Empress  insisted  on  keep* 
ing  Oczakow,  afforded,  he  said,  a  clear' proof,  that^  however  barren 
the  district,  or  insignificant  the  place,  she  deemed  it  of  great  im- 
poitance  to  her  political  views. 

"  More  depended,  Mr.  Grant  said,  on  the  care  ^o  avert  distant 
danger  than  was  generally  imagined  3  and  it  frequently  happened, 
from  not  looking  further  than  the  present>  the  grounds  of  conse- 
quences, infinitely  mischiavous  to  the  dearest  interests  of  a  state^ 
were  laid,  as  it  were,  imperceptibly  at  the  moment.  He  instanced 
the  alliance  which  Oliver  Cromwell  entered  into  with  France,  and 
which  had  since  been  considered  by  most  politicians  as  extremely 
unwise  and  impolitic,  although  its  consequences  were  not  foreseen 
at  the  time  it  took  place  5  but  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  alii* 
ance,  that,  many  years  after  the  wars  began,  which  cost  this  coun- 
try and  all  Europe  so  much  blood,  and  so  much  money. 

'^  He  alluded  to  the  hostilities  occasioned  by  the  ambitious 
▼iews  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth.  By  the  alliance  Cromwell  had 
entered  into  with  France,  he  gave  France  a  predominating  balance 
in  the  scale  of  European  powers,  and  sunk  that  of  Spain  below 
its  proper  degree.  Having  at  that  time  overturned  the  balance,  it 
cost  immense  armies,  and  immense  sums,  to  set  it  right  again,  in 
the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Uueen  Anne. 

"  As  to  the  question  of  policy,  he  observed  it  could  not  always, 
in  the  affairs  of  state,  be  estimated  by  the  actual  value  of  the  thing 
contended  for,  but  by  things  to  which  it  might  lead.  And,  as 
another  instance  from  what  small,  and  apparently  trifling  and  in- 
significant, places  being  suffered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
successful  power,  great  mischiefs  subsequently  ensued,  he  men- 
tioned the  history  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  and  the  Athenians,  and 
particularly  his. famous  letter  to  them,  in  which  he  expressed  his 
sentiments  of  justice  and  moderation,  and  in  which  he  gave  them 
assurances  of  his  good  disposition  to  the  liberty  of  Greece  ^  but 
solicited  some  small  towns,  which  the  Athenians  granted  j  many 
of  them  saying  they  were  so  obscure,  and  of  so  little  value  to  them,  . 
that  they  did  not  even  know  their  names. — '  True  (said  Demos- 
thenes, afterwards)  you  did  not  know  the  names  of  these  small 
towns,  but  they  are  keys  to  provinces,  to  which  Philip  will  find 
his  way,  and  endanger  at  last  your  liberty.* 
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"  iMip  pMsed  from  town  to  town,  and  from  pnnrtnce  €aprb*» 
Vince,  until  at  last  he  had  the  dominion  cf  aU  Greece.  So  in  this 
case  the  Empress  might  profess  moderation,  and  add  foitress  tb 
fortress,  until  she  became  »k  mistress  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
of  Egypt  *  '  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  it  was  not  the  obscurity 
of  a  town,  and  the  want  of  its  being  known,  that  made  a  line  of 
conduct  l^s  justifiable  or  politic,  inasmuch  as  though  a  town 
might  not  be  generally  noticed,  it  might  prove  of  much  imp<Mt* 
ance,  as  being  the  key  of  the  kingdom  concerned. 

"  Mr.  Grant  from  this  infen«d,  that  Oczakow,  although  ap- 
parently of  trifling  value  at  present,  might  prove  of  infinite  im*- 
portance  4n  the  use  made  of  it  hereafrer  by  the  Russians.  In  ihe 
consideration  of  this  point,  it  appeared  to  him  diat  there  was 
reason  in  the  n^asures  adopted  by  the  minister.  It  was  a  ma'* 
terial  things  m  his  opinion,  for  the  interest  of  this  country,  diat 
Russia  should  not  gain  a  maritime  ascendency.  At  the  same  time 
he  could  see  distinctly,  that,  important  as  it  might  be,  it  was  not 
Worth  a  war,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  a  war 
must  have  been  carried  on  against  Russia,  while  the  people  of 
this  country  divided  in  opinion  on  the  subject. 

''  With  regard  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  having  put 
the  country  to  the  cxpence  of  an  armament,  purposely  to  keep 
Oczakow  out  of  the  hands  of  Russia,  and  nevertheless  given  it 
up,  that  was  by  no  means  a  matter  that  might  not  bs  amply 
justified.  Many  poitits  had  been  again  and  again  given  up  by 
negotiators,  not  only  after  armaments  had  been  set  o»^foot,  but 
after  battles  had  been  fought,  and  victories  actually  obtained.  In* 
stances  mi^t  be  quoted  almost  in  every  reign,  and  from  every 
page  of  history  wherein  objects  had  been  relinquished,  that  were 
deemed  of  great  importance  at  first,  and  to  obtain  which  great 
national  expence  had  been  incorred. 

''  To  refer  only  to.  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  that  prmcess, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  of  France,  insisted  on  regaining  Cakii. 
She  ^rmed,  went  to  war;  but  concluded  her  negotiation  for 
peace  witlnnit  obtaining  Calais.  She  next  made  terms  with  the 
Hugonots,  and  promised  them  protection,  on  their  delivering  up 
Havre,  which  rfie  thought  might  help  her  to  CalaiSi  She  aftcr- 
"wards  abandoned  tbem>  wb^  ib^  made  terms  with  the  king  cf 
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France.  Vet  wduld  unf  body  saj  that  the  ministers  of  felizabgth  dW 
not  act  wisdy  in  attempting  to  tecover  Calais  ?  They  certainly  did  j 
but  tliey  dbandoiied  it  when  they  fouiid  the  object  more  diffidult  to 
bbtain  thdn  they  Had  at  first  imagined  it  would  prove.  So  it  might 
*fac  said  with  regard  to  •ur  efforts  to  regain  Oczakow  :  to  a  certain 
point  it  was  proper  to  persist,  but  circumstances  altered  the  case. 

''it  had  been  said,  however,  by  an  honourable  gentleman^  if 
the  ttiinister  thought  his  opinion  right,  and  he  was  oWiged  to 
change  it,  he  ought  to  have  resigned  his  place.  Mr.  Grant  ar- 
gued, ihat,  if  the  minister**  opinion  had  been  overruled  in  th^ 
tabiftet,  it  would  have  been  magnanimous  to  have  resigned  hit 
bffice  5  undoubtedly  it  would  :  nay,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  hav* 
been  honourable,  but  the  reverse>  for  him  to  have  held  it  after* 
wards  :  but  the  case  was  surely  diffefent,  where  the  minister  diJ 
not  yield  to  the  superior  and  predominating  opinion  of  any  other 
minister,  but  to  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
England,  which,  in  so  importa;nt  a  point  as  that  of  commencing 
a  war^ught  always  to  be  attended  to. 

*'  Mr.  Crrant  defended  the  keeping  up  the  armament  after  the 
minister  had  changed  hi^ '  opinion,  observing,  that,  although  the 
empress  had  declaj:ed  three  years  ago,  that,  let  her  successes  be 
what  they  wouTd,  she  would  not  increase  her  demands;  yet,  as 
we  then  peremptorily  refused  to  accede  to  those  terms,  we  had  nd 
tnanner  of  right  to  daim  them  afterwards  j  but  she  might  fairlj^ 
fay,  *  No,  they  were  terms  I  would  have  granted  then :  when  I 
dffered  them,  you  would  not  accept  them ;  1  am  Hot  ,bound  td 
grant  them  now.'  He  reasoned  upon  this  at  some  length  ;  and> 
in  answer  to  what  gentlemeti  had  thrown  out  in  reproach  of  th« 
minister  fot  his  fonchiess  for  armaments,  said,  he  had  never  heard 
but  of  one  armament  that  had  been  at  all  questioned,  or  found 
fault  with,  vi«.  the  last.  The  Dutch  armament  had  met  with 
the  express  approbation  of  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  so 
had  the  Spanish  armament. 

"  With  regard  to  the  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  *  memorial 

*  This  very  curious  paper  was  produced  by  Mr,,  now  Earl 
Grey. 
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delivered  from  the  Vizier  to  Sir  Robert  Atnslie>  atComtant^ 
nople  J  that  paper^  even  if  authentic^  related  to  a  mediation^  bat 
not  to  a  negotiation^  and  was^  however  harsh  and  severe^  no  satirt 
on  the  present  rininisters  in  particular^  but  might  just  as  well  ap- 
ply to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  were  in  all  probability 
as  good  christians  as  the  members  of  the  present  administration. 

''  Mr.  Grant  added  noany  other  pertinent  and  pointed  obser- 
vations ;  and  e];pressed  a  hope  that  the  House  would  that 
night  shew  it  was  their  opinion,  that,  under  all  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances, ministers  had  acted  rightly,  and  argued  upon  the 
necessity  of  giving  a  reasonable  degree  of  confidence  to  tbe 
executive  government  3  admitting,  at  the  same  time,  it  was 
liable  to  some  abuse  ;  but  that  the  consiitutico),  after  wisely  ba- 
lancing the  degree  of  good  and  evil,  had  chosen  so  to  order  it,  as 
the  least  dangerous  option  of  the  two.  He  concluded  a  very  long 
speech,  with  declaring,  that  he  should  vote  against  the  motion, 
from  a  conviction  that  ministers  had  done  the  best  they  could 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.*' 

A  nevr  parliament  having  been  convoked  during 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  the  lawyers  in  the  House 
of  Commons  were  greatly  divided,  in  consequence 
of  that  event.  Mr,  Erskine,  for  the  first  time  per- 
haps in  bi»  life,,  took  the  unpopular  side  of  the 
question,  and  Mr,  Hardinge,  Sir  John  Scott,  Sir 
Pepper  Arden,  and  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald,  sup- 
ported him  on  that  occasion-  To  these  were 
opposed^  Mr.  Anstruther,  Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr. 
Grant.    The  latter  observed, 

"'  It  w^as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  impeachment  ought  not 
to  abate  upon  a  dissolution  of  the  Parliament,  notwithstanding  the 
display  of  such  splendid  talents  and  learning  in  support  of  the 
contrary  opinion. 

"  What  was  the  law  of  impeachment  ?  It  was  the  law  of 
Parliament  to  be  collected  from  precedents  found  in  the  Jounnals; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SIR  WILIrlAM  «RANT,  213 

iThese  precedents  ought  to  be  duly  con^dered,  as  they  really  are, 
without  any  reference  whatever  to  history  or  our  own  specu- 
lative reasoning.  The  law  of  Parliament^  in  contradiction  to  th^ 
ordinary  law  of  the  land,  could  mean  nothing  but  certain  arbitrary 
powers.  In  an  impeachment  the  House  acted  upon  two  princi- 
ples ;  the  one  was,  that  we  were  bound  to  conform  to  the  prece- 
dents of  the  Lords  ^  and  the  other  principle  was,  that  we  acted 
in  our  judicial  and  not  legislative  capacity,  tie  then  commented 
upon  the  different  precedents  applicable  to  the  point  in  question, 
and  contended  from  them,  from  the  civil  law,  and  from  reason,  that 
an  abatement  of  an  in;ipeachment  did  not  obtain  upon  a  disso* 
kitidn  of  Parliament.^* 

la  1791,  whexi  tb€  merits  of  the  ''  Quebec  bill*' 
were  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Grant  followed  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  this  coun- 
try^ and^  inconsequence  of  his  loc^l  and  professional 
Iknowledge,  corrected  several  n^istaken  notions  ad- 
vancje4  by  him  on  that  occasion. 

^'  He  said,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  seemed 
to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  commercial  laws  Of  different  coun- 
tries wer<e  different,  and  that  the  commercial  law  of  England  was 
ijifferent  from  that  of  Canada.  It  was,  however,  extremely  cer- 
tain, that  there  existed  no  material  difference  in  substance,  how- 
ever they  might  differ  in  appearance,  from  the  commercial  laws 
of  other  countries. 

*^  All  commercial  laws  related  to  contracts,  either  express  or 
implied,  The  reasoning  upon  contracts  was  of  the  same  sort  in 
all  countries,  and  he  who  reasoned  best,  respecting  a  contract,  was 
generally  accounted  the  best  lawyer.  If  a  decision  had  been 
given  on  a  contract,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  country,  different 
from  a  decision  that  had  been  given  in  a  Spanish  court,  Mr.  Grant 
declared  he  would  be  bold  to  say,  that  one  of  those  decisions  was 
>|rrong.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  same  decision  would  h6 
given  on  the  same  case,  in  every  civilized  country.    As  to  the 
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tenth  cSLse,  some  of  the  positive  laws  of  the  country  might  attach 
upen  it,  and  make  it  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

The  decision  of  g  court  in  Canada,  of  an  English  courts  or  of 
any  other  courts  ought  to  be  the  same  en  the  same  case.  Th« 
custom  of  Pans  had  no  more  to  do  with  commercial  law>  than  the 
law  of  Gravel-kind  ha4  ti>  do  with  the  law  of  insurance,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  commercial  law  of  England.  The  comipercial 
law  in  this  country,  a  few  cases  excepted,  was  not  reduced  to 
writing.  In  France,  the  fact  was  different  They  had  a  collec- 
tion which  was  called  the  Code  Marchand,  made  in  the  reign  of 
LouLi^  XIV.  and  which-  was  in  great  repute  in  that  and  other 
kingdoms.  In  the  same  reign,  and  under  the  same  direction,  a 
marine  code  was  also  compiled.  To  maintain  that  the  com' 
mereial  law  of  Canada  materially  differed  £rom  the  commercial 
law  of  England,  was  a  mistake. 

'*  Merchants  were  not,  h?  said,  discouraged  to  trade  to  that 
country  from  tlie  st^te  of  the  law,  but  op  account  ©f  the  insoU 
vency  of  debtori.  He  begged  leave  to  correct  a  mistake  on  ^ 
subject  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  speak  from  his  local  know? 
ledge.  The  pustom  of  Paris  had  no  ise^rence  to  the  regulation^ 
of  commerce,  but  of  real  property, 

^'  The  laws  of  all  countries  betwiepn  debtor  aijd  creditor,  gave 
the  creditor  some  remedy  or  other,  if  the  debtor  was  unwilling, 
but  able,  to  pay  -,  but  the  difficulty  was,  wheif  he  was  enable  to 
pay,  and  had  a  variety  of  creditors  who  got  into  struggles  and  con- 
troversies with  eac^  other.  In  that  case,  Mn  Grant  observed, 
the  laws  of  different  coiintries  were  exceedingly  different  j  the 
laws  of  some  countries  had  made  no  rule  whatever  with  regard 
to  the  disposition  of  the  effects  of  insolvent  debtors,  but  had  left 
the  creditors  to  have  recourse  to  suits  at  law,  and  hp  who  obtained 
the  first  execution,  immediately  seized  on  the  effects  of  the 
debtor,  and  discharged  his«own  deb^  to  the  exclusion,  perhaps,  of 
the  claims  of  the  other  creditors.  The  laws  of  other  countries 
had  enacted,  that  when  there  was  clear  evidence  that  men  would 
become  bankrupts,  theii*  estates  should  be  sequestrated,  and 
jBC(ually  divided  among  all  the  creditors,  This  was  agreeable  to 
thf  law  pf  En^lan<^r 
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*^  There  wai ^  Mr.  Grant  said^  a  third  set  of  laws^  which  gave  a 
qualified  distribution  oi  the  estate  among  the  creditors^  and  that 
"^zi  the  case  in  Fraacie.  When  men  had  given  marks  of  insol- 
vency they  ranked  the  creditors  into  certain  classes.  They  made 
one  class  of  privileged  debts^  so  that  simple  contract  debtors 
might  receive  nothing  till  the  other  creditors  were  completely 
paid^  as  in  the  case  of  executors  in  this  country^  who  paid  the 
debts  of  the  testator  in  a  certain  order  of  preference^  and  which 
many  people  had  thought  a  very  great  hardship. 

*^  He  did  not  know  but  that  there  might  bs  a  great  uncertainty 
in  the  law  of  Canada^  but  all  the  cases  with  which  English  mer- 
chants had  been  dissatisfied^  were  the  decisions  of  the  French 
courts^  and  were  in  cases  of  insolvency  alone.  There  always  was 
a  greater  uncertainty^  Mr.  Grant  said^  in  the  laws  of  all  colonies, 
than  in  those  of  the  mother  country  i  for  colonies  had  no  other 
laws  to  go  by  than  those  of  the  country  from  which  they  had 
emigrated,  and  those  laws,  perhaps,  were  not  adapted  to  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  colony.  The  same  complaint  of  uncertainty 
in  the  law,  had  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  laws  of  all  the 
colonies ;  Mr.  Smith  had  made  the  same  observation  in  his  publi- 
cation relative  to  the  laws  of  New  York,  about  thirty  years  ago  j 
and  the  Abb^  Raynal  had  now  made  the  same  comprint.  The 
law  of  France,  Mr.  Grant  said,  was  undoubtedly  the  general  law 
of  Canada;  and  some  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  were  intro« 
duced  by  ordinances.  In  the  course  of  the  appeals  that  came 
over  to  this  country  from  Canada,  a  questicm  had  arisen  some 
years  ago,  whether  the  Code  Marchand  of  Loub  XIV.  was  ot 
was  not  in  force.  It  was  decided  differently  by  the  original  court, 
and  by  the  court  of  appeal,  and  at  last  it  came  over  to  this  coun- 
try. The  difficulty  attending  appeals  when  they  came  to  this 
country  would  equally  apply  to  the  laws  of  England.  It  could 
not  be  expected  that  men  in  this  country  ceuld  be  perfect  French 
lawyers  J  and  they  frequently  found  themselves  puzzled  about  th^ 
old  constitution  of  the  country/' 

In  1800,  when  the  opposition  urged  Mr.  Ad* 
dlngton^  then  minister^  to  peace^  and  even  moved 
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for  a  committee  on  that  subject,  Mr.  Grant,  who 
by  this  time  had  obtained  a  high  and  honourable 
situation,  to  which  the  official  appendage  of  knight- 
hood has  always  been  annexed,  defended  the  con- 
duct of  the  ministers,  being  of  opinion,  that  while 
they  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  public  and 
the  sovereign,  a  reliance  should  be  placed  on  their 
responsibility.  He  accordingly  commented  in  an 
able  manner,  on  the  different  objects  which  gentle? 
men  appeared  to  have,  in  the  proposition  thea 
submitted  to  the  House. 

"  Some  wished  for  peace  :  others  wished  for  a  dismissal  of  mir 
nislers :  others,  again,  wished  that  th^re  should  be  a  committee  of 
vigilance,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  executive  government 
He  contended,  that  before  they  could  act  upon  the  latter  princi- 
ple, they  mult  come  to  a  resolution  th^t  the  executive  government 
was  unworthy  to  be  trusted. 

*'  If  government  shewed  a  disposition  to  treat  Iq  1797>  why 
was  it  to  be  inferred  that  they  did  not  now  possess  the  same  de? 
lire  ?-but  he  considered  the  means  as  pointed  ©ut  by  this  motion 
disgraceful  in  the  extreme  :  it  was  telling  our  allies  that  we  re- 
garded their  interests  only  while  they  were  successful  5  but  that 
the  mpment  ^hey  ^ere  unfortunate,  we  would  uegotiate  without 
|hem,  and  leave  them  to  their  fate.  However,  even  plotting  the 
worst  case  that  could  happen,  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  con? 
tend  against  France  alone,  that  case  would  not  be  new  to  us  5  we 
}iad  done  it  before,  and  we  had  found  that  our  fortitude  and  cou- 
rage were  equal  to  the  contest.  Gentlemen,  when  they  talked  of 
the  sufferings  of  this  country,  should  re(:olIect  the  sufferings  an4 
sacrifices  made  by  France  j  there  it  was  that  w^  ought,  to  imitate 
her  :  they  had  exceeded  any  thing  which  we  had  felt :  and  if  they 
had  borne  so  much  evil  with  fortitude  in  a  bad  cause,  what  ought 
we  not  to  bear  to  support  our's  ?  They  had  done  wisely  in  that 
vf  spect,  and  they  ^ere  wprthy  of  imitation. 
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"  Whto  gentlemen  talked  of  the  funds  as  a  criterion  of  the 
"Wishes  of  the  people,  it  was  clear  that  they  argued  from  a  fal«e! 
criterion — what  did  they  prove  ?  They  proved  nothing  more  thaa 
that  sonAe  men  were  so  interested,  that  they  preferred  their  pri» 
Tate  interest  to  the  interest  of  the  community. 

*'  With  respect  to  the  general  question,  "Whether  the  conduct 
pursued  towards  France  was  wise  and  politic,  that  depended  upon 
a  view  of  all  the  events  which  had  taken  place.  For  his  part,  he 
declared,  that  he  had  never  repented  of  the  vote  which  he  gave 
for  the  war  5  and  the  only  regret  which  he  felt  was,  that  it  wag 
not  sooner  entered  into  ;  for,  with  respect  to  the  aggression,  there 
was  sufficient  grounds  when  France  discovered  what  her  principles 
were,  and  her  designs  against  Europe. 

"  He  had  been  asked  what  price  we  had  been  repaid  for  aU 
that  we  had  advanced  ?  In  his  opinion  the  re-pa3rment  had  been 
abundant-^we  had  saved  our  constitution  3  and  we  had  maintained 
the  same  state  of  civil  society.  Sometimes  honourable  gentler- 
men  censured  us  for  going  on  without  alliances  3  at  other  times 
they  represented  alliances  as  so  many  burdens  3  so,  do  which 
you  would,  they  hung  you  up  on  one  of  the  horns  of  their  di- 
lemma. He  thought  they  had  shewn  qo  practical  good  which 
could  result  from  the  motion  3  and,  in  his  opinion,  instead  of 
accelerating  peace,  it  would  tend  to  delay  it,  and  to  fetter  the 
hands  of  the  government  in  the  prosecution  of  that  object" 

Sir  William  Grant  cordially  agreed  in  the  gnand 
measure  of  an  union  with  Ireland^  and  used  his 
utmost  efforts  to  render  it  complete.  We  are  sorry 
that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  transcribe  his  speech 
on  the  principle  of  a  system  which  is  now  univer- 
sally allowed  to  be  eminently  calculated  for  the 
security  of  the  whole  empire.  Here  follows,  how- 
ever, an  account  of  his  observations  in  reply  to 
some  arguments  adduced  by  the  members  in  oppo* 
pition,  April  gg,  1800. 


Digitized  by 


Coogle 


t\S  $IB  iriLLlAM  GBAKT. 

^'  The  Solicitor  Gen^^  saidi  be  had  understood  the  argumtnt 
•f  his  learned  friend*  at  £rst  to  insply^  that  the  United  Parlia^ 
Qient>  the  vast  majority  of  which  will  be  composed  of  British 
representatives,  having  no  connection  with  nor  interest  in  the 
people  of  Ireland,  may  frequently  be  induced  to  impose  taxes  on 
the  people  of  Ireland,  which  may  be  laid  on  improper  articles, 
in  order  to  give  the  English  market  a  superiority  in  the  purchase 
or  sale  of  these  articles.  This  interpretation  of  his  argument  be 
did  not  admit*  But  upon  no  other  suppd^tion  is  it  possible  that 
any  fraud  or  injustice,  which  the  learned  gentleman  seems  most 
to  apprehend,  can  exist.  By  the  propositions  it  is  agreed,  that  for 
eveiy  two  pounds  paid  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  Meen  are  to  be 
paid  by  this  country.  The  consequence  must  be,  that  if  there  is  no 
£raud  in  the  selection  of  the  articles  on  which  the  taxes  imposed 
on  Ireland  are  to  be  paid>  they  have  a  complete  security  that  they 
shall  never  pay  more  than  their  relative  quota  of  the  public  ex* 
penditure.  There  is  every  security  granted  to  Ireland  that  we 
must  pay  iu  the  proportion  to  them  of  seven  and  a  half  to  one. 

^<  Improper  taxes  may  be  imposed  upon  them  -,  at  least  it  is 
po&sifole,  though  it  is  not  pisobable,  nor  is  it  seemingly  appro* 
bended  by  the  learned  gentleman  ^  but  they  are  always  assure^ 
that  a  ratio  will  be  noaintained  between  our  contributions  and 
dieirs,'  a  ratio  which  may  be  inferred  to  be  equitable,  because  it 
has  never  been  censured. 

"Besides,  this  partial  imposition  of  taxes  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  practice  of  Parliament.  How  often  does  it  happen,  that 
taxes  are  imposed  which  primarily  only  aifect  particular  districts, 
and  particular  manufactures,  which  are  often  confined  to  particular 
districts,  and  which  do  not  reach  many  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom  ?  Thus  when  Ireland  is  Jacorporated  by  a  legislative  union 
with  Great  Britain,  she  will  be  in  no  other  situation  than  Scotland^ 
^an  Yorkshire,  or  Lancashire,  or  many  other  parts  of  the  king* 
dom  have  often  been  placed  in.  In  such  case  it  might  be  sald^ 
that  only  the  members  of  parliament  for  that  district  had  any 
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right  to  vote  in  the  imposition  of  these  taxes.  JBut  though  the 
whole  members  for  England  and  Wales  and  Scotland  had  voted 
upon  it,  complaints  had  seldom  or  ever  been  made  of  partiality  or 
injustice. 

''  He  thoi^ht  that'the  precedent  urged  by  Sir  WilliaBa  Young 
was  quite  in  point,  and  that  forty-five  Scotch  members  voting  oa 
the  imposition  of  taxes,  which  CQu\d  not  at  all  affect  their  constitu*^ 
ents,  was  exactly  the  same  with  a  hundred  Irish  members  actit^ 
in  a  similar  manner;  and  that  the  members  for  England  and 
Wales  voting  on  the  imposition  of  taxes  on  Scotland,  was  pro-* 
dsely  the  same  with  their  voting  the  imposition  of  taxes  on  Ire* 
land.  If  then  this  had  been  the  practice  of  Parliament  since  the 
union  with  Scotland,  and  it  had  not  been  productive  of  any  evjl 
consequence  to  either  country,  the  same  security  was  offered  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  and  of  Great  Britain  in  the  present  proposed 
union  between  these  countries,  the  security  of  the  integrity  and 
justice  of  Parlian>ents,  and  of  their  superior  regard  to  the  general 
interests  of  their  country,  to  what  they  may  feel  from  individual 
or  local  connection  and  situation.  No  other  security  ever  can  be 
obtained  by  the  peq^le  of  Ireland^  except  by  laying  aside  the  idea 
of  union  altogether. 

**  If  we  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  learned  gentleman^  thai 
the  British  members  sliall  impose  the  taxes  on  Xhb  mhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  and  theJrish  members  the  taxes  on  the  inhabitants 
of  Ireland,  wliat  is  to  become  of  the  Irish  members  on  the  day  on 
which  the  British  budget  is  to  be  opened,  or  of  the  British  mem- 
bers when  the  Irish  budget  is  opened  ?  Are  the  doors  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  be  shut  against  its  own  allowed  members  } 
Is  there  to  be  also  an  Irish  speaker  ? — for  what  right  can  the 
speaker  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  have  to  preside  an4 
keep  order  aniong  the  Irish  members,  exclusively  assembled,  whex^ 
no  British  members  of  the  House  can  be  admitted  ?  The  idea  \% 
repugnant  to  every  sentiment  connected  with  legislative  union.^' 

At  the  period  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens^  Sir  William 
}iad  been  some  time  in  possession  of  a  high  and  ho- 
pourable  office  in  the  t  ourt  of  Chancery,  and  wbeti 
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flie  preliminary  articles  were  brought  into  discus 
$ion^  he  expressed  himself  in  the  foUowiog  manner. 

*'  Tlie  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  he  rose  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations on  one  or  two  of  the  points  in  discussion  before  the  House. 
He  should  confine  himself  to  these,  as  it  was  impossible  to  ent« 
brace  the  whole  subject  in  any  reasonable  compass^  and  as  par- 
ticular arrangements  had  been  very  ably  explained  and  defended 
by  those,  who  were  concerned  in  gaming  them.  To  enter  mto 
•details  would  be  quite  uane^ssary,  as,  if  the  peace  was  unjustifi- 
able upon  the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  it, 
it  was  liable  to  objections  which  no  consideration  of  its  conditions 
could  remove, 

'*  The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  c^ned  the  debate, 
shewed  much  ingenuity  in  establishing  positions  whkh  a  great  mai- 
jjority  of  the  House  would  have  no  inclination  to  dispute.  But," 
continued  the  learned  gentleman,  *^  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  see 
the  connection  between  these  opinions  and  the  noerits  of  the  peace. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  think  they  have  done  enough  whea  they  prow 
that  the  power  pf  France  is  prodigious,  and  that  the  liberties  of 
"Europe  are  endangered.  They  point  out  the  lamentable  effects 
ti  this  power 5  but  do  they  shew  that  it  is  produced  by  the  peace? 
Sir,  it  arises  from  the  events  of  the  war.  Do  I  say  that  it  was  ua* 
wise  in  this  country  to  engage  in  the  war  ?  By  no  means.  BaiJ 
as  the  situation  of  Europe  at  present  is,  it  would  have  been  infi- 
nitdy  worse  had  we  remained  inactive.  The  peace  has  not  taken 
from  France  this  overgrown  power ;  no  peace  could  be  hoped  tt 
make  her  resign  it,  and  no  war  could  have  wrested  it  from  her. 

•'  It  will  then  be  said,  '  you  were  driven  to  make  peace  from 
necessity.*  In  a  certain  sense  we  were.  With  a  wise  man  what 
is  prudent  is  necessary.  When  we  could  gain  nothing  by  the  war, 
there  was  9  moral  necessity  that  we  should  make  peace,  let  our  phy^ 
sical  strength  have  been  ever  so  great.  If  my  right  honourable  friend 
will  shew  me  how  >^e  cqn  change  what  we  all  most  sincerely  la- 
tnent,  I  will  join  my  endeavours  to  his  to  urge  exertion  and  per? 
severance.  I  will  not  ask  from  him  a  demonstration  of  succef*, 
nor  even  those  high  degrees  of  probability  which  approach  iti 
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L*t  him  shew  miy  rational  chance  on  which  a  sober  headed  man 
wcHild  act  in  common  life,  and  I  immediately  close  with  him. 
Mnt,  Sir,  he  is  surely  bound  to  point  means  which,  if  skilfully  em- 
ployed, would  be  in  some  measurer  adequate  to  the  purpose  he  le* 
commends. 

*'  While  we  had  allies,  it  was  always  possible  that  their  succes- 
ses might  have  put  things  in  a  mwe  favourable  situation.  At  the 
opening  of  every  campaign  there  was  a  dwince  and  a  hope  that 
the  balance  of  Europe  would  be  restored.  We  might  still  entertain 
this  flattering  prospect  at  the  time  of  the  rejection  of  Bonaparte's 
first  overture.  More  favourable  terms  of  peace  might  have  been 
obtained  then,  but  perhaps  we  would  not  have  been  justified  uk 
abandoning  the  chance  of  obtaining  all  that  we  wbhed.  In  such 
a  state  of  things  it  was  better  to  prefer  war  to  such  a  peace  as  this, 
or  perhaps  even  to  entering  on  a  negotiation. 

*'  It  was  possible  that  we  might  have  obtained  much  more^  than 
uny  treaty  could  have  given  us.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  no  prin- 
ciple of  any  kind  on  which  we  can  carry  on  war  for  the  continent 
without  a  continental  ally.  We  can  assist  in  the  deliverance  of 
Europe,  but  we  cannot  achieve  it. 

*'  Mr.  Burke  said  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  make  any  impres- 
sion upon  France,  except  in  conjunction  with  the  community  of 
Christendom.  This  position  is  too  broad.  All  interests  that  are 
British  we  can  assert,  and  assert  with  eflFect.  With  regard  to 
others  it  is  unquestionably  true.  We  can  calculate  our  efforts ; 
we  know  that  there  can  be  no  progression  in  them  5  after  years  of 
war  we  should  not  have  advanced  one  step  towards  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  subjugated  states.  What  can  we  do  unassisted  for 
the  independence  of  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  or  to  prevent  Spain 
from  ceding  Louisiana  to  France  ?  It  is  not  that  these  objects  are 
not  great,  but  that  they  are  unattainable. 

^^  The  noble  lord  (Lord  Hawkesbur}')  after  whose  manly,  elo- 
quent, and  unanswerable  defence  of  the  treaty,  I  ought  to  make 
an  apology  for  at  all  offering  my  sentiments,  urged  the  Absurdity  of 
continuing  the  war,  to  determine  whether  Bonaparte  should  havo 
a  direct  or  indirect  influence  over  the  Italian  Republic,  when  we 
had  consented  to  discontinue  it  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  froro 
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France  the  Netherlands  and  Hdland.  A  right  homwinrfde  gentle- 
man (Mr.  T.  Grcnville)  replied,  that  it  was  tinfidr  to  taice  articles 
thus  in  detail,  and  that  though  not  for  any  one,  jet  for  altogether^ 
M^  might  be  weU  jnstified  in  continnkig  the  contest.  1  adnutthe 
justice  of  this  reasoning,  as  receding  step  by  step  we  might  at  last 
be  obliged  to  give  up  some  of  our  own  colonies.  He  had  severely 
censured  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hoi^e^ 
who,  assumiog  that  the  point  on  which  the  negotiation  broke  ofif 
was  the  only  thing  in  dispute^  asserted,  that  we  were  lavishii^ 
our  blood  and  treasure  for  a  spice  island. 

'^  A  nation  must  draw  a  line  in  the  spirit  of  moderation,  and 
then  firmly  adhere  to  it.  If  the  negotiation  should  afierw^ds 
break  off,  it  will  not  be  for  any  particular  fort  or  island,  but  be* 
cause  no  reasonable  terms  can  be  procured,  and  you  fight  to  asroid 
dishonour.  Thus  has  our  government  acted.  Would  it  not  sound 
odd  if  a  man,  who  had  a  nuisance  at  his  door,  and  refused  to  bear 
a  share  in  the  expence  of  a  Titigacion  to  remove  it,  should  tak» 
upon  himself  the  whde  expence  of  removing  a  nuisance  at  agreater 
distance  from  him,  when  all  those  in  that  neighbourhood  re^ 
mained  indifferent  spectators  > 

*'  It  has  been  said,  that  though  on  account  of  late  events,  it 
might  have  been  scarcely  justifiable  at  once  to  break  off  the  n^p- 
tiation,  yet  that  we  ought  to  have  insisted  on  a  compensation  foir 
the  new  acquisitions  of  die  enemy*  Sir,  I  would  ask,  whether 
the  retention  of  all  the  islands  we  have  agreed  to  restore  woaH 
form  any  balance  to  the  continental  power  of  France  >  They  are 
not  things  at  all  of  the  same  sort,  and  the  danger  would  not  have 
been  in  any  degree  diminislied,  France  from  her  conquests  gaftn 
direct  strength^— not  through  the  medium  of  wejjth.  The  West 
I^dia  islands  produce  weakness  instead  of  strength.  They  do  not 
increase  our  means  of  attacking  the  enemy,  and  tliey  enfeclde,  by 
dividing  our  means  of  defence. 

"  It  was  felt  at  Lisle  that  the  West  India  islands  could  not  be 
eonverted  to  this  important  purpose.  In  that  case,  even  upon  my 
principles,  government  would  be  blamable.  If  they  were  a 
counterbalance  in  our  hands,  it  would  be  mpst  criminal  to  reMgn 
Ihem.   ^ut  the  absurdity  is  so  apparent,  that  it  has  never  occurred 
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to  inf  5ne'lo  teason  In  this  strange  manner.  Sir^  it  was  not  ma- 
terial to  retain  a  greater  number  of  our  conquests.  If  yoa  had  the 
power,  you  ought  not  to  chuse  to  prevent  France  from  having  a 
large  commerce  to  distant  countries.  This  is  the  only  hold  wt 
have  H^^on  her.  Thus  alone  peace  is  her  interest,  and  we  are  a 
terror  to  feer. 

**  I  am  really  anxious  to  know.  Sir,  what  plan  of  operations^ 
had  these  gentlemen  been  in  power,  they  meant  to  have  pursued. 
As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  of  this  kind  even  hinted  at.  We 
have  been  told  of  nothing  more  definite  than  '  Oiance  of  events* 
Without  any  prospect  of  success,  we  should  continue  the  war  mere- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  not  being  at  peace.  If  this  unknpwn  event 
should  not  happen  soon,  we  may  be  so  much  eKhausted,  as  not  to 
be  able  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Suppose,  Sir,  that  it  should  never 
happen.  We  are  reduced  to  make  peace  at  last  on  worse  terms 
than  the  present,  as  with  worse  means  we  could  not  negotiate  but 
with  impaired  efFett. 

"  There  are  some  gentlemen  opposite,  who  would  say  you  have 
made  peace  wisely,  because  you  have  abandoned  the  object  of  the 
tvar.  The  object  of  the  war  has  too  often.  Sir,  been  purposely 
confounded  with  the  means  of  attaining  that  object.  We  wished 
to  provide  for  our  own  safety  from  the  immediate  danger  of  French 
principles  and  French  power,  and  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  ba- 
lance of  power  on  the  continent,  a  matter  in  which  our  safety  was 
materially  though  indirectly  concerned.  Can  it  be  said  that  we  have 
failed  in  the  first  ?  Sir,  we  are  assembled  here  to-day,  after  a  re- 
volution wliich  threatened  our  existence,  and  which  has  effected  the 
destruction  of  almost  all  the  surrounding  nations,  debating  accord- 
ing to  ancient  forms,  not  concerning  the  losses  we  have  sustained, 
not  concerning  ruined  commerce,  or  curtailed  dominions,  butAvhe- 
ther  the  additions  to  our  territory  are  so  great  as  from  our  splendid 
victori'^  we  were  intitled  to  expect ! 

''  In  the  other  object  of  saving  Europe,  we  ha\'e  certainly  failed^ 
but  no  disgrace  can  attach  to  the  failure,  as  it  is  what,  without  the 
assistance  of  Europe,  it  would  have  been  madness  to  have  attempted. 
We  cannot  see  these  things  without  regret^  but  happily  tftis  regret 
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is  not  embittered  by  the  thougbt  that  we  have  left  nof  thing  m* 
done  to  prevent  them. 

'^  However,  the  prospect  is  not  on  all  sides  eqoallj  gloomy  ;    at 
one  time  our  fears  of  French  ppwer  were  absorbed  in  terror  of  the 
desolating  effects  of  French  prmciples.    Mr.  Borke  observed,  that 
it  would  be  better  to  be  conquered  by  any  other  nation,  than  to 
have  the  French  as  neighbours.  (The  ri^t  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  here  quoted  the  well  known  passage,  where  Mr.  Burke 
represents  the  French  as  having  made  a  breach  with  the  comma-^ 
nity  of  Europe,  on  purpose  to  make  all  mankind  submit  to  their 
dominion,  &c.) 

"  it  is  some  consolation.  Sir,  that  France  shews  a  disposition  to 
re-enter  the  pale  of  civilized  society.  She  is  returning  to  order,  to 
religion,  and  right  principles,  as  fast  as  can  be  reasonably  expected ; 
much  has  been  done  during  the  last  two  years. and  a  half,  and  a 
greater  progress  still  would  probably  have  been  made,  had  the  ca- 
reer of  war  closed  at  an  earlier  period.  I  have  heard  it  stated,  that 
though  Bonaparte  was  the  foe  of  Jacobinism  in  France,  he  was  its 
friend  in  England.  If  he  shall  extirpate  Jacobinism  in  France, 
whatever  his  deserts  in  other  things  may  be,  here  he  will  prove 
himself  a  benefactor  of  the  human  race.  When  the  fatal  source 
from  which  it  originally  flowed  is  dried  up,  it  may  be  hc^>ed  that 
it  will  for  ever  disappear,  and  that  the  world  will  recover  from  its 
ravages. 

*'  Sir,  I  cannot  believe  that  Bonaparte  is  animated  with  that 
implacable  spirit  towards  this  country.  To  pursue  a  rival  with 
unceasing  hatred  and  blind  rage,  often  ends  in  self  destruction. 
It  is  clearly  his  interest  that  Jacobinism  should  be  every  where 
crushed.  If  it  flourishes  in  England,  neither  France  nor  any  other 
country  in  Europe  will  be  tranquil.  The  pride  of  Jacobinism 
(not  the  least  distinguished  feature  in  its  character)  would  be  in- 
terested above  all  to  re-establish  its  throne  in  its  original  dominion. 
Bonaparte  ought  to  wish  with  eagerness  tliat  it  may  be  obliterated 
from  the  earth,  and  that  its  principles  and  modes  of  action  may  be 
forgotten  for  ever.  While  a  vestige  of  it  remains,  his  present  go- 
vernment must  be  insecure,  and  any  other  government  he  may  de- 
sire to  establish. 
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^  Jte  v^  fi^tt  tb-  codiidef  the  v^Iue  of  Louisiana.  Front  the 
observations  of  an  honoui-aWe  general,  it  Was  evidently  useles^>  as 
ar  eolony,  3iad  though  it  was  in  the  possession  of'  France  for  sixty 
yeiars,  he  did  riot  believe!  that  during  all  that  period  they  had  gained, 
or  vre  had  lost,  aifishing-stnack  the  morei.  During  the  negociatloiis 
df  I7t)l>  yj^h^ttr  the  country  weri^  in  a  situation  to  dictate  terms  of 
peace  to  Frari^ei  Mr  Pitt  (not  a  ihan  unacqu^nted  with  the  inttf- 
rcfsts  of  Englandi  or  apt  to  ne^ect  therti)  lieVer  once  proposed  to 
b^r  to  evaciiirte  this  possession.  The  Americans  were  injured  ! 
How  could  we  be  blarhecf  fbt  this  ?'  We  had  not  found  fault  with 
tfxc?  s^to'e  srratigeih^nt^  wheii  America  was  our  own.  Although 
i^t  treaty  of  Utracht'hadbeien  renewed,  it  Would  not  have  touched 
thSs'  case,  eithei'  in  ife  letter  oi^  sf)irit.** 

-Tlw^  Master  of  the  Rolls;  after  a  fcwitioreob- 
seiYatiotis'il port  this  subject,  proceeded  to  shew  the 
effect  of  the  oon-rfenewal  of  treaties. 

**Upon  tins  point,"  said  he,  '^  I  have  h^ard  positions  laid  doWft 
which'  fill  me  with  astonishment.  Those  right  honourable  gen- 
tlemen who  profess  to  wish' for' an  amicable  arrangement,  seeni 
labouring  to  prevent  it.  Before  they  have  any  experience  o* 
the  dispositions  of  France,  they  come  forward  and  state  claims 
she  is  likely  to  advance,  which  they  themselves  pronounce  desti- 
tute of  an  foundation.  They  call  for  provisions,  which  by  the 
same  arguments  niight  be  proved  completely  nugatory.  If  tlie 
French  are  so  ambitious,  and  so  unprincipled  as  to  disturb  our  es- 
tablidied  rights,  in  violation  of  all  reason,  common  sense,  and  good 
faith,  would  not  the  treaty,  about  which  they  clamour,  be  a  piece  of 
waste  paper.  If  more  particular  stipulations  were  immediately  neces- 
sary, no  treaty  ought  ever  to  be  concluded.  We  should  either  have 
remained  at  war,  or  we  should  now  sh^v  the  confidence  becomr- 
ing  a  state  of  peace.  Confidence  begets  confidence,  and  the  sus- 
picion t)f  bad  intentions  often, creates  them.  If  we  really  do  har- 
bour suspicions,  it  is  much  better  to  conceal  them. .  We  justly 
reproached  the  Directory  with  always  asking  us  for  our  terms,  and 
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still  accnsing  us  of  insincerity.  Sordy  this  harsh  irritating  langcu^ 
would  not  tend  to  render  us  more  sinoere. 

"  I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  the  ground  on  which  the  practice  resti 
oflhe  renewal  of  ancient  treaties.    I  would  not  treat  lightljan 
usage  which  has  prevailed  long  among  great  and  enlightened  na- 
tions.    I  am  willing  to  suppose  that  there  is  some  restson.  for  it, 
which  I  have  not  penetration  to  discover.     But  I  confess  myself 
much  at  a  loss^  as  in  former  times  even  these  treaties  contained 
contradictory  stipulations>  and  often  had  no  object  on  which  they 
could  operate.     I  am  not  astonished  that  what  is  commonly  known 
by  the  treaty  of  Westphalia  is  always  willingly  renewed  by  France. 
This  is  nothing  more  than  brushing  off  the  dust  from  a  monument 
to  her  glory.     S^ie  then  strack  a  medal  representing  the  Grand 
Monarque  with  a  pair  of  scales  in  his  hand^  and  the  imperial  crown 
in  one  scale,  and  the  crowns  of  the  princes  of  Grermany  in  the  other. 
She  has  assumed  ever  since  the  right  of  trimming  them,  and  cer- 
tainly is  furnished  with  a  pretext  for  acting  as  arbiter  of  Grermany. 
"  From  the  language  of  these  honourable  gentlemen  one  would 
have  supposed,  that  in  no  instance  ancient  treaties  had  not  beoi 
renewed,  and  that  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  omissioa 
must  be  throwing  the  whole  world  into  confusion.     The  practice, 
however,  has  been  by  no  means  so  uniform.     At  Breda,  I  believe, 
there  was  no  renewal  of  former  treaties}  at  Ryswick,  I  believe, 
there  was  no  renewal  of  former  treaties  ^  at  Utrecht,  1  believe, 
there  was  no  renewal  of  former  treaties.     Yet,  Sir,  Europe  sub- 
sisted, the  law  of  nations  kept  its  ground,  and  justice  did  not  for 
ever  take  leave  of  the  earth.     The  triple  alliance  of  1717  and  the 
quadruple  alliance  of  17I8  Wrsre  two  of  the  treaties  generally  re- 
newed. 

.  *'  Upon  what  subjects  can  they  now  take  effect  ?  In  several  we 
have  guaranteed  the  Crown  of  France  to  the  House  of  Bourbon  : 
with  what  grace  would  we  propose  the  renewal  of  these  to  the 
Republic  one  and  indivisible  ?  You  must  at  least  have  the  mortifi- 
cation to  confirm  to  France,  directly  and  expressly,  St.  Domingo, 
Louisiana,  and  all  her  numberless  acquisitions  in  Europe.  This 
surely  is  not  a  thing  you  would  go  out  of  your  way  to  do.  Yoxi 
would  renew  treaties  merely  for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning  the 
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breach  of  them  !  This  is  surely  not  the  best  way  to  obtain  an  ob- 
servance of  solemn  stipulation  for  the  future.  It  may  be  said  that 
some  particular  articles  should  have  been  extracted  from  the  old 
treaties^  and  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  Amiens.  This  may  be  very 
true,  and  !he  peace  of  Europe  might  thus  have  been  better  provided 
for  j  but  this  is  quite  a  different  accusation,  and  when  it  is  brought 
forward. distinctly,  we  shall  be  ready  to  meet  it. 

''  Sir,  it  is  not  true  that  every  treaty  which  is  not  renewed  ^ 
the  end  of  a  war  falls  completely  to  the  ground.  Many  treaties^ 
when  once  executed,  arefuncti  officio,  and  it  is  no  longer  of  con- 
seqiience  what  becomes  of  them.  When  a  cession  is  once  made 
to  me,  it  becomes  part  of  my  dominion,  and  is  exactly  the  same  as 
if  it  belonged  tome  from  time  immemorial.  There  is  not  the 
smallest  difference  between  that  and  my  other  territories.  If  the 
State  to  whom  it  belonged  goes  to  war  with  me,  it  may  be  attad^ed 
and  re-conquered,  but  it  does  not  revert  back  to  that  state  upon 
the  conclusion  of  peace.  A  King  cannot  say,  '  I  give  you  ter- 
ritory to-day,  and  to-morrow  go  to  war  and  say  it  is  mine  again.* 
'^  To  apply  this  to  the  point  on  which  so  much  has  been  said, 
viz.  oiir  right  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras.  .We  did  not 
even  derive  that  right  from  treaty,  we  had  somehow  or  other 
^leen  long  in  possession  of  it.  The  words  used  are,  that  *  Spain 
shall  offer  us  no  molestation,*  not  that  she  grants  or  bestows. 
We  occupied  this  district  before  the  war— 'we  occupy  it  still,  and 
we  have  as  good  a  right  to  it  as  to  any  part  of  the  island  of 
Jamaica. 

*'  The  language  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
friends,  with  regard  to  the  East  Indies,  amazes  most  of  all.  They 
pro^ss  not  to  have  the  smallest  shadow  of  a  doubt  concerning  our 
rights,  and  being  agreed  among  ourselves,  we  are  debating  whe- 
ther we  may  not  have  a  subject  of  debate.  They  allow  that 
France  must  make  application  tousj  yet  they  say  no,  go  you  to 
France,  and  state  that  there  are  certain  absurd  claims  which  they, 
acting  against  all  reason  and  good  faith,  might  urge,  and  humbly 
implore  that  they  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  relinquish  them. 
This  is  the  most  complete  inversion  of  the  natural  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding.    Would  they  believe  their  claims  to  be  so  groundlesi 
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when  you  shewed  such  anwety  to  get  rid  of  Aem  ?  Worfd  tluT 
not  demandsome  important  sacrifice  as  the  price  of  th«r  acqm- 
esccnce  ?  But  the  definitive  treaty  simply  stipulates  for  the  resti- 
tution  of  the  factories.  If  France  wer»  disposed  to  stretch  lli» 
article  as  far  as  it  would  possibly  go,  the  utmost  she  could  ietouA 
would  be  the  advantages  she  enjoyed  under  the  convention  of 
1787.  The  most  liberal  meaning  of  ftctcmes  must  be  a»  thqi^ 
were  before  the  breaking  oat  of  the  war* 

"  I  have  heard  of  many  dispntes  whether  restitutions  »o» 

made  in  the  same  state  as  the  places  were  in  before  the  war.  But 

in  my  reading  I  have  never  met  vrith  a  question  like  this:  whe. 

ther  France  might  not  be  alWed  to  mount  op  through  the  wiol» 

process  of  ages  to  see  whether,  at  some  infinitely  remote  perioi 

these  fectories  did  not  enjoy  greater  privile^s.     A*  **"»  "!**J' 

are  in  a  better  situation  than  if  they  had  never  be«  oonqaereiL 

Oursuccess  in  taking  them  was  to  be  deplort^,  and  out  poses- 

,lons  in  India  would  have  been  more  secure  had  they  ne»er  c.« 

to  onr-hands.    But  I  suppose.  Sir,  these  gentlenjen  only  wiA  «> 

■  throw  discredit  upon  the  pretensions  which,  without  any  wsj 

they  suppose  France  may  set  up.    According  to  this- system  ol*' 

plomacy,  Sir,  every  treaty  must  be  a  violence.    Nothing  masi» 

«miued  which  the  most  lively  and  the  most  absurd  \xaw^ 

can  conceive  to  come  into  dispute  betweai  the  two  nation*.  A 

negotiator  must  carry  along  with  him  as  one- of  his  suite,  a  pen* 

with  a  disturbed  mind,  whose  duty  it  will  be-  to-  consider  wW 

claims  the  c^osite  party  may  possibly  set  up,  howeva:  coirtsj- 

to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty,  and  whose^^wngs  »»»• 

terwards  be  reduced  into  a  diplomatic  form. 

"Sir  ihe address  moved  by  the  noble  Lord*.ha8  myi»«« 
wrdial  concurrence.  It  seems  to  me  to  state  the  fee!ing»  J* 
sentiments  with  which  we  ought  to  be  animated.  I  «^ 
ihe  principles  onwhichwehave  acted  on  this  memoraWe  w 
sion  will  justify  us  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity.  Le*  "*  I" 
them,  and  while  we  express  our  loyalty  at  the  return  of  P?*^ 
»ure  his  Majesty  that  we  wiU  support  him  in  his  effiJttsto  wf 


*  Hawkesbwy. 
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«U  ^cmftehf&^iits  on  ova  rights^  comtnett:ml>  tnarhhike^  vfiSi  i^lo* 
aial.  We  shall  thos  preserve  the  blessings  bf  tranquillity,  br  if 
\re  should  be 'forced  once  teore  to  draw  ^e  jjword  in  defence  df 
our  independence  and  otir  honour,  we  shall  shew  the  ^aftoe  sprrk 
dnd  m^iaminity  which  has  canied  us  through  tliis  long  and 
«mfol  struggle/* 

We  shall  close  this  accotitil  of  the  parlfemenW^y 
Ufe  of  the  subject  of  these  memoirs  \vith  the  follow- 
ing defence  of  the  war  with  Spain. 

^'  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  tliat  the  'questicfti  tooW  to  <c6hsi. 
der  was  not  what  was  or  Ivas  not  a  legitliiiate  causfe  of  war,  %ut 
what  was  the  situation  of  tliis  country  '^ith  respect  to  Spain  iat  *thei 
commencement  of  the  war  with  France,  or  what  had  been  Ih^ 
«:onduct  of  Spain  towards  this  country  since  that  peViod,  ^tid 
wfaethCT  that  ccwidact  was  sudi  as  to  justify  the  cbiirs^  of  pii6- 
4ceeding  which  our  govemmeht  had  adc^d,  an<i  parti^ulAVly 
"n^ether  it  furnished  a  fair  and  politic  ground  fcr  th^U: 
togging  in  direct  hostility  ?  The  remote  oiuse  of  th&  t^'ar^  ii^cA 
vtpbich  the  Hoijise  was  now  cialled  upon  to  decide.  Was  th^  trefttjt 
of  St.  Ild«fonso,  and  the  proximate  cause  Was  the  ^riii^ifiiSnti 
which  had  taken  place  in  thie  Spanish  ports>  as  well  aft  the  t-elil^ 
of  the  Spanish  government  to  explain  tt>  us  certain  points  restJect». 
ing  which  we  had  a  right  to  demaftd  d  fbll  and  satisfactory  feii^li'- 
fiation* 

^  It  waB  not  denied,  but  on  the  contrary  expressly  admitted  M  ' 
the  gentlemeli  on  the  other  side,  that  the  treaty  of  8t,  Xldefohsb 
furnished  an  unquestionaW^  ground  of  ,war,  and  holv  was  tbil 
ground  afifected  by  any  thitig  that  had  occurred  sitit6  ?  To  as0ei*^ 
taiti  this  it  bec^tiife  necessaiy  to  inquire,  firtt,  Whjsth^r  that  ground 
had  been  weaketied  6t  aba>ddiied  by  any  mark  of  appitJbatibh  at 
acquli^scebc^  oh  out  patt  in  the  ternls  of  that  treaty  ?  Secondly, 
,wliether  ahy  agreement  had  taken  place  to  suspend  the  exei-cisfe 
of  cHU*  light  to  go  to  t*^ar,  and  what  Wefe  the  conditions  of  such 
agreement  ?  Thirdly,  if  such  agreement  existed,  whether  its  con-* 
ditions  had  been  violated  -,  and,  if  so^  what  was  the  explanation 
required  and  received  in  cotiffeqtietice  of  such  violation  ? 
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'*  That  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildeibnso  was  as  unambiguous  as-worAf 
could  express,  an  offensive  treaty,  be  thought  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned for  a  moment.  In  the  history  of  diplomacy  he  never  heard 
of  any  thing  more  explicitly  binding  both  the  contracting  parties 
to  an  unconditional  offensive  co-operation.  It  was,  in  feet,  much 
more  decisive  than  the  family  compact — for,  according  to  the  8tii 
article,  it  precluded  the  party  requiring  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  from  any  right  whatever,  even  to  inquire  as  to  the  cause  or 
object  of  the  war,  which  called  for  the  execution  of  this  treaty. 
It  therefore  clearly  formed  a  just  cause  of  war. 

''There  was  one  thing,  however,  to  which  he  particularly 
wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  it  formed,  with  the 
deteQtion  of  the  Spanish  frigates,  the  principal  Jjasis  of  the  accu- 
sations against  government.  With  respect  to-  the  nature  of  our 
connivance  in  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  to  France,  it  was  clearly 
understood  to  rest  upon  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  on 
the  part  of  Spain  5  those  were  the  cessation  of  all  armaments 
in  the  Spanish  ports,  and  the  prohibition  of  th.e  march  of  any 
French  troops  through  the  Spanish  territory.  In  case  of  a  strict 
conformity  tQ  these  conditions,  and  also  the  prevention  of  the  sale 
of  prizes  in  the  Spariish  ports,  the  Spaniards  were  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  what  he  w  ould  call  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  still 
bearing  in  mind,  that  we  never  gave  up  our  original  right  of  W 
if  those  conditions  should  not  be  fulfilled. 

'*  The  diffeirent  denominations^  given  to  the  agreement  were 
yeally  of  little  consequence  5  M.  Cevallps  cajled  it  a  treaty  of 
neutrality,  although  Mr.  Frere,  iii  the  letter  of  the  8th  of  February, 
proposing  that  agreement,  described  it  as  a  prppositiop  of  forbear- 
ance. M.  Cevallos,  in  his  answer  to  that  letter  of  the  27th  of 
March,  again  termed  it  a  convention  of  neutrality,  but  the  same 
was  immaterial,  \f  the  essence  of  the  thing  were  observed.  There 
was,  however,  some  difference  in  the  construction  of  this  agree- 
ment, and  upon  that  point  the  learned  gentleman*  y^ho  spoB9 
last  would  insist,  that  the  construction  of  the  Sp^ish  governme^^ 


*  Dr.  Laurence. 
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ought  to  have  been  received,  but.  this  he  denied^  To  us,  from 
whom  the  proposition  originated,  belonged  the  right  of  defining 
it.  If  the  Spanish  government  wished  for  a  different  arrange- 
ment, it  was  competent  to  them  to  propose  it,  but  they  could  not 
alter  the  construction  of  that  which  we  offered.  Ours  was  a  sim- 
ple proposition  of  forbearance  upon  certain  specified  terms,  but 
the  Spanish  ministry  thought  proper  to  term  it  a  convention  of 
neutrality.  This  term  was,  it  was  to  be  presumed,  more  grateful 
to  them,  and  it  would  be  captious  to  quarrel  with  them  about 
words.  We  told  them  that  we  should  consent  to  forbear,  during 
a  definite  period  for  a  definite  purpose,  to  their  advance  of  the 
subsidy  alluded  to,  >^hich  purpose,  if  not  answered,  our  forbear- 
ance must  cease. 

'^  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  then  entered  into  an  elaborate  detail 
of  all  the  proceedings  between  the  two  goveniments,  and  con- 
cluded with  a  justification  of  the  conduct  of  ministers." 

Since  that  period  he  has  opposed  the  impeach- 
ment of  Lord  Melville,  with  whom  he  has  long 
lived  in  habits  of  intimacy,  and  who,  if  we  are  not 
greatly  misinformed,  was  his  early  friend  and  pa* 
iron. 

Sir  William  Grant  has  not  risen  by  any  sudden 
impulse  of  favour,  but  in  consequence  of  a  gradual 
accession  of  power.  He  has  now  run  through  the 
long  career  of  Barrister,  King^s  Counsel,  Solicitor- 
general,  Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  and  finally  Master 
of  the  Rolls.  If  his  ambition  had  pointed  that 
way,  he  might  undoubtedly  have  become  first  in 
the  court,  where  at  present  he  is  only  second ;  but 
having  no  family,  he  has  chosen  to  decline  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  Chancery  bench. 

Sir  William,  who  is  unmarried,  lives  like  his  pre- 
decessors, at  the  house  occupied  by  the  Master  of 
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the  Rolls^  since  4he  time  of  Sir  io^jA  JekyH.  He 
also  possesses  a  residence  at  Beldorney^  in  Bamff* 
3hire>  which  county  be  has  represented  for  some 
years  in  parliament,  and^wbich  is  the  only  sbire  in 
Scotland  that,  since  the  late  change  of  miiiiftry^ 
had  spirit  enough  to  assemble  under  the  auspices 
of  James,  Earl  of  Fife,  the  Lord-lieutenant,  and 
pass  a  vote  in  favour  of  a  trial  by  jury,  the  ancient 
constitutional  ^ode  for  tlu;  attainment  of  ju^tic^ 
in  the  nortWrn,  as  well  as  tb^  soatfa^ra  portion  of 
the  empire. 


1 


CHIEF  JUSTICE  JAY. 

THE  bounds  of  the  ancient  world  wer^  comf- 
paratively  narrow  and  confined.  All  Qot  knpwa 
was  considered  as  almofst  uninhabitable;  jail  thai 
had  not  attained  a  considerable  degree  of  polish,  wm 
reckoned  unworthy  of  being  visited.*  Certain  pon- 
,  .    ■   ■ > "  ' ^ ^ — — ^ 

*  We  recollect,  with  a  certain  degree  of  wonder,  a  passage  in 
a  celebrated  historian,  purporting,  that  a  Roman  grandee  having; 
heard  the  herring  or  pilchard  was  of  a  superior  flavor  on  the 
western  shores  of  Britain,  proceeded  thither  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  making  the  trial.  His  nets  were  accordingly  spread  on  the 
coast  of  Cornwall,  and  the  flrst  draught  haying  a&rdedhtm  ample 
opportunity  to  try  the  experinoent,  by  the  test  of  his  own  Apician 
palate,  he  soon  satisfied  himself  that  the  report  was  erroneous, 
On  this,  instead  of  visiting  a  new  people,  to  conten^plate  their 
manners  and  customs,  he  ordered  that  his  ga}ley  should  bear 
away  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  regain  the  classic  banks  of  the 
Tiber,  without  so  much  as  condescending  to  land. 
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fej^tiic  circleg,  }>y  degrees^  wer«!iSpffQ)eJ  W^ourtd  tw# 
eouotries^  each  of  v)iich  ia  ks  ivucfi  liegao  td  be 
€0i(si4ered  «js  the  geirm^  or  rattier  ^e  Depcl^us  #f 
cmlisaitiofl,  Accordingly,  in  that  liappy  pprticm 
4^f  the  earth,  where  the  arts  and  sconces  flouiished^ 
and  el^ance,  united  with  cojnfort,  prevailed,  the 
i»#nttcr«,  the  studies,  the  pursuits,  the  luxuries,  and 
the  genius  of  the  inhabitants,  augured  a  superior 
ra^ce  of  men.  All  that  wa;8  not  Greek  was  tliea 
deemed  barbarian ! 

It  was  exactly  the  same,  at  a  latter  period,  in 
respect  to  another  great  people.  Every  thing 
within  the  liioits  of  the  republic  began  by  degreea 
to  be  considered,  a^nd  perhaps  really  w^s  better  thaa 
elsewhere.  The  allied  cities  and  states  w^e  spioken. 
of  with  a  certaiq  degree  of  decorum,  but  where- 
ever  their  angry  eagles  flew,  whether  against 
Pyrrhus  with  his  gpld  and  bjs  elephants,  or  the 
half-nalqed  savages  of  Pritain  with  their  chariots 
armed  with  scytlies,  aod  their  CQin  composed  of  iron 
rings^  scorn  and  coptempt  awaited  the  bare  men- 
tion of  their  respective  countries.  Every  thing 
that  was  not  Homap  was  at  that  period  also,  stamp- 
ed as  barbarian ! 

In  modem  t^mei,  fk  wider  range  ha$  been  given  to 
civilisation,  apd  iqofe  liberal  sentiments  seem  gene* 
rally  to  prevail.  W|iatever  can  refine  or  adorn  the 
human  mind^  is  perhaps  still  enjoyed  in  Europe, 
in  a  higher  degree,  and  with  a  superior  relish.  But 
even  if  the  dreams  of  Louis  XIV.  and  the  threats 
of  Napoleon  his  successor,  were  to  be  fully  realised. 
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and  (horrid  to  contemplate! )  that  favoured  portion 
of  the  earth  were  to  fall  under  the  dominion  of 
one  nation^  and  that  nation  he  ruled  bj  tbe 
iron  rod  of  a  single  despot,  still,  even  in  sach 
a  deplorable  case,  all  would  not  be  consigned  to 
Cimmerian  darkness,  as  Britain,  vvbile  in  search  of 
commerce,  has  not  been  wholly  inattentive  to 
science ;  for  she-  has  diffused  light  amidst  the  fol- 
lowers of  Bramah  and  Mahomet  in  one  hemisphere> 
and  planted  a  great  and  a  tree  nation  in  another, 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  glorying  in  their  native 
woods  and  lakes,  and  fastnesses,  at  3000  miles  dis" 
tance  from  the  common  enemy,  would  stitf  uphold 
that  cause  in  which  they  have  already  bled  and 
conquered. 

The  interests  of  the  mother  country,  and  her  an- 
cient colonies,  are  now  once  more  happily  the 
same  :  they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  animated  wift 
one  common  spirit,  and  we  readily  insert  the  lives 
of  her  celebrated  citizens,  among  such  of  the  sub- 
jects of  the  British  empire,  as  may  seem  to  lay 
claim  to  our  notice  and  observation. 

John  Jay,*  late  chief  justice  of  the  United  States, 
is  one,  and  almost  the  only  one,  among  the  men  ot^ 
eminence  in  that  country,  whose  origin  is  not 
English.  His  family  was  French :  his  emigrant 
ancestor   having  crossed  the  Atlantic  among  the 


*  This  article  was  d«awa  up  by  a  gentleman  who  ei^Qys  som^ 
celebrity  both  in  Europe  and  America.    .Ed. 
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protestant  exiles  dny«n  away  by  Louis  XIV.  dur- 
ing a  period  of  age  and  imbecility,  on  the  revo- 
cation of  the  edict  of  Nantz.  He,  with  a  nuitiber 
of  others,  set  sail  from  Rochelle,  and  arrived  at 
New  York  about  the  time  that  this  colony  wa$ 
ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  the  Dutch.  These  per- 
sons purchased  a  tract  of  new  lands,  about  twenty 
miles  to  the  east  of  the  city  ;  on  which  they  settled, 
and  called  the  place  New  Rochelle.  Here  they  re- 
tained their  language  and  customs  for  a  longtime  ; 
but  their  religion  being  the  same  with  that  of  their 
English  neighbours,  and  belonging  all  to  the  same 
political  society,  they  amalgamated  by  degrees,  so 
that  for  these  two  generations  past  they  have  be^ 
come  identically  the  same  people,  their  families 
being  traced  only  by  their  names. 

Mr.  Jay  was  born  in  that  little  town  about  the 
year  1734.  He  received  the  best  education  that  New 
York  could  aflford  at  that  time,  and  having  been 
bred  to  the  law,  was  in  full  practice  at  the  head  of 
his  profession,  when  the  dispute  between  the  colo- 
nies and  the  mother  country  called  him  into  public 
life  in  the  year  1775. 

He  was  deputed  to  tjie  first  Congress,  and  con- 
tinued by  re-election  for  several  years,  until,  in 
1^77,  he  was  elected  president.  To  this  post  he 
was  again  named  the  following  year,  and  when 
Spain  had  joined  France  in  the  war  on  the  side  of 
the  revolted  provinces,  Mr.  Jay  was  sent  as  mi- 
Bister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Madrid. 

In  this  station  we  believe  he  continued,  tiJl  he 
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vfkh  Frtuklisi^  then  ambassador  at  Paris^  and  Jefaa 
Adajps,  pleaipoientiary  in  Holland,  were  named 
joint  oommisftioners  to  treat  ef  peace  Vfith  Great 
Britain^  whenever  that  power  should  be  disposed  to 
listen  to  terms.  ^ 

These  three  ministers  aceordiaglj  took  tbeir  sta^ 
tion  in  Paris^  and  eonttnued  there  till  they  6%oed 
the  general  pacification^  which  guaranteed  th^  inde- 
pendence of  their  native  country  in  1783. 

Few  of  the  promoters  of  liberty  in  the  United 
States  have  ranked  higher  than  Mr.  Jay^  ever  sioca 
he  came  into  public  life ;  and  none,  except  tb& 
presidents  under  the  new  coastitutkini  have  held 
more  exalted  stations.  As  soon  as  he  returned  to 
America,  after  mgning  the  treaty,  the  place  ^f 
minister  for  foreign  affinirs -became  vacant^  by  the 
res^nation  of  Chancellor  Livingston;  and  Mr, 
Jay  was  named  to  that  office.  This  he  held  uetil 
the  present  constitution  of  the  United  States  waft 
framed  and  organized  in  the  yed,v  1789. 

By  that  well-known  declaration  of  the  will  of  ft 
sOYcreign  people^  the  l^i$lative,  executive^  aod 
judiciary  departments  were  separated  from  each 
other,  and  rendered  as  independent  as  the  nature 
of  government  will  admit.  George  Washington 
was  elected  President  of  the  United  States,  wiib 
power ''  hf  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  qf  the  «e* 
nate/'  to  appoint  all  officers  to  the  executive  and 
judiciary  functions*  Mr.  Ja^  was,  on  this  occasion, 
named  chief  justice,  which  place  be  filled  wHb 
great  dignity  and  general  satis&ction^  till  the  year 
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€xti*aarduiary  to  tl^  court'  of  London;* 

*  It  may  be  desirable,  at  the  present  period,,  to  state  the  com- 
plaints urged  by  Mr.  Jay,  in  a  memorial  addressed  lo  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  July  30,  1794.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  the  existing  diflfer- 
•ncee  could  be  as  easily  adjusted. 

1.  That  a  great  number  of  American,  reaseis  had.'boBn  irrega*" 
larly  captured,  and  improperly  condemned,  by  ccrtam  of  hift^Bri-^ 
tannic  Majesty's  officers  and  judges. 

2.  That  in  various  instances,  the  parties  agg|:ieved  were  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  appeal,  and  in  others,  of  the  power  of* 
claiming  their  property. 

3.  That  as.  thet  vesseh  and  pro^ertyt  taken  and  condamued, 
liad  been  sold  aad^ivided^  tb^  United:  States^  can  alone  look  to  hl% 
Majesty  for  reparation. 

4.  That  as  the  expences  and  delays  attending  litigated  suit^ 
arc  so  grievous,  and  the  distance  of  Britain  from  America  so 
jreat,  a  new,  more  summary,  and  less  expensive  method  of 
proceeding  ha«  become  necessary. 

5.  That  it  may  be  equally  expedient,  necessary,  and  jus*,  to 
revi^  and  correct  the  sentences  of  thecourt?  of  Vice-admiral^* 

6.  That  the  irregularities  before-mentioned,  extend  not  only 
td  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  American  vessels  and  pro- 
perty>  as  well  as  unusual  personal  severities,  but  even  to  the  im- 
pressmet^  of^  American-  citizens,  to  serve  on  board  of  armedM 
v^s^ls.  Sigped  S,  J. 

On. November  IQ,  1794,  a  "Treaty  of  Ami^^  Commerce,  and. 
Navigation,"  between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  signed  by  Lord  Grenville,  Secretary  of  State  for 
foreign  Afiairs,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Honourable  John  Jay, 
£kiv(^-£xtra<^i];iary-  fromihe  above  States^  on  the  other.  Soon 
•after  this,  Mr.  Jay  returned  to  Aiperipa^  and  as  the  Presiddntr 
(Geaeral  Washington)  had  beea  blam#d«fof  employing  a,  <;hief 
justice  on  a  diplomatic  mis^on,  the  accusation  was  in  some  de- 
gree obviated  by  a  speedy  resigiation  on  the  part  of  thsU  magis- 
'  tfate. 
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'  On  hw  return  to  his  native  country  in  1795,  he 
resigned  his  place  as  chief  justice;,  and  was  soon 
after  elected  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York/ 
which  place  he  held  bj  re-election  during  six 
years,  when  he  expressed  a  wish  not  to  be  re-chosen, 
and  declared  his  intention  never  to  occupy  any 
other  public  station,  which  resolution  he  has  since 
adhered  to. 

His  health  is  now  infirm  ;  he  has  taken  a  religi- 
ous turn  of  mind,  and  it  is  said  is  writing  some- 
thing on  the  Prophecies.  His  wife  (who  has  been 
some  time  dead)  was  a  remarkably  sensible,  well- 
educated,  and  amiable/^  woman,  daughter  of  the 
late  governor  William  Livingston  of  New  Jersey. 


MR.  GEORGE  DEMPSTER. 

THE  people  of  Scotland  possess  a  character  pe- 
culiar to  themselves.  This  arises  out  of  the  nature 
of  their  government,-  the  peculiarity  of  their  laws, 
and  the  genius  of  their  social  institutions.  No  na- 
tion of  Europe  can  exhibit  a  greater  simplicity  of 
manners,  so  great  a  portion  of  austerity  in  respect 
to  religion,  or  such  excellent,  numerous,  and  eco- 
nomical institutions,  for  the  education  of  yoyth. 

Until  lately,  the  connexion  between  the  landlord 
and  tenant,  particularly  in  the  highlands,  was 
not  mercenary,  but  patriarchal;  and  there  is  still 
something  peculiar  in  the  habits,  manners,  and  no- 
tions of  those  who  inhabit  those  alpine  regions.  Be- 
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tweefi  thai;  portion  of  th«  kingdom  and  the  other^ 
which  is  still  denomiaated  the  low  lands^  a  line  of 
demarcation^  both  moral  and  physical,  appears  to 
have  been  drawn.  On  the  one  side  was  science^ 
fertility,  and  cultivation;  on  the  other  (we  mean 
to  be  understood  generally )  ignorance,  poverty,  ste- 
rility, a  barbarous  dialect,  and  a  dress  romantic  .in 
its  appearance,  but  wholly  unfitted  for  the  climate. 
Thus,  neither  approximation  nor  one  common 
system  of  jurisprudence  could  produce  unity. 

To  make  a  nation  happy,  property  ought  to  be 
secure,' and  justice  both  expeditious  and  certain  : 
but  this  was  in  some  measure  precluded  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Imperial  code;  and  although,  ac- 
<:ording  to  Lord  Kaimes,  and  indeed  by  the  con- 
curring testimony  of  all  respectable  authorities,  the 
trial  by  jury,  in  civil  cases,  formed  a  part  of  the  an^ 
cient  municipal  institutions,  yet  it  had  been  suffered 
to  sink  into  disuse,  and  was  only  adverted  to  occa- 
sionally in  the  barbarous  phraseology  of  the  lawyers.* 
If  to  this  it  be  added,  that  tlje  discretion  of  the  Lord 
Advocate,  an  officer  nominated  and  dismissed  at  plea- 
sure by  the  executive  power,  stood  in  the  place  of  a 
grand  jury,  that  the  magistrates  of  the  inferior  tri- 
bunals,f  were  usually  appointed  by  the  influence 
of  tbe  leading  noblemen  in  the  counties  where  they 
exercised  their  functions,  and  that  the  supreme  tri- 


*  It  IS  usually  mentioned  under  the  obscure  term  of  '^a  com- 
petition of  brieves." 

t  The  sheriffs  depute  and  substitute. 
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btmal,  iO'Xvrtne  of  what  it  was^  pleased'  t&  desf^ietfe 
Hvfi^nobile  officimn,  claimed  a  kind  of  ccmeuriMt 
jtiradictioQ  with  the  legislature^  and  even  arr coated 
in  some  iastances  a  Buperioi^itj^,  an  Englishman  vl^Sl 
be  filled  with  wtmder  and  astonishment  that  snch 
a  sjrstetn  could  have  survived  the  union^. 

It  is  but  recently  teo>  that  the  feudal  systen^  has 
^eot  its  rage^  and  subsided  into  an  appettdftUiic;  of 
order.  Until  of  late,  also,  therfe  w^ere  but  tWo 
classes  of  men,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  a  imddte 
furder  being  still  wanting.  This>  ho^iKevw,  has  in 
same  measure  been  introduced  within  the  memoi^ 
of  many  mefi  now  living,  by  commei«ce,  matiul&e^ 
tiires,  and  an  improved  system  of  agricultUr(B. 

These  peculiarities,  superadded  to  the  gMitt»  #f 
the  ancient  government,  gswe  a  certain- cast  to  the 
inhabitants  of  t^e  northam  portion  of  the  ishmd. 
Correct  in  point  of  morals,  excelling  in  all  the 
various  branches  of  educati«tn  and  literature,  ad^ 
dieted  alike  to  the  sciences  and  the  belles  lettres> 
in  fiill  possession  of  all  the  elegant  accomplish- 
m«;its  which  adorn  life,  thrf  werfe  still  destitute  oC 
that  liberty  which  makes  existence  desirable.  Ac* 
customed  to  ffght  for  upwards  of  a  century,  to^  se- 
cure the  pretensions  of  a  particular  family,  they 
cared  but  little  about  the  attainment  of  their  owa 
rights ;  and  even  anterior  to  the  union,  when  they 
possessed  a  separate  parliament,  the  Comnions>  by 
sitting  in  the  same  house  with  the  Peers,  were  over- 
awed so  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  eithaer  the  as<« 
sumption,  or  theexer<:ise  of  their  own  peculiar  iM^i- 
yileges. 
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Many  of  their  great  meo  were  fully  conscious  of 
thisi  and  we  find  Buchanan/  another  name  for 
icienC^  itself  in  his  celebrated  political  treatise/ 
written  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
maintaining  principles  wortiiy  of  the  purest  days 
of  Greece  and  of  Rome^  Fletcher  of  Saltoun 
alsb^  is  a  character  celebrated  for  enthusiasm  in 
behalf  of  liberfy ;  and  it  would  be  uiyust  to  omit 
the  name  of  Lord  Belhaven^  a  man  who  soared 
above  the  prejudice  of  his  order,  and  instead  of 
being  instigated  by  the  feudal  spirit  of  the  ancient 
barons^  evinced  a  noble  ardor  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom  and  his  country.  These  prefatory  ideas,  we 
trust,  will  not  be  considered  as  misplaced  here« 
when  we  are  about  to  give  an  account  of  a  man,  who 
may  be  fairly  considered  as  the  Andrew  Marvel  of 
Scotland^ 

George  Dempster,  the  subject  of  the  present 
narrative,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Dundee>t  about 


*  "  Dp  jure  ipgni  apu4  Scotos.**  We  learn  with  plea«are  that 
the  memo^  of  this  great  man  has  beeti  recently  vindicated  from 
4hc  aspersions  thrown  cm  U,  merely  to  serre  party  purposes. 

t  Mr.  Dempster^  of  Dunnichen,  according  to  Dr.  Small«  in 
his  Statistical  Account,  of  Dundee,  is  a ''  native  citizen/* 

Dundee  has  been  fortunate  in  her  children.  Provost  George 
Yeaman,  of  Mujrie^  represented  this  town  in  the  last  Scottish 
Parliament,  and  also  in  the  first  and  second  Parliamei\ts  of 
Great  Britain.  He  was  of  great  service  to  his  countrymen,  by  the 
^ccessful  resistance  made  on  his  part  to  two  measures  that 
would  have  proved  ruinous. 

1 .  The  taxing  of  hides  by  tale,  which  Would  have  be^  high^ 

1808-1809.  R 
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the  year  1735  or  1736.  His  grandftthcr,  who  had 
been  a  merchant  in  that  place,  realised  a  large  for- 
tune, at  a  period  when  money  was  scarce ;  but  com- 
merce was  then  confined  to  a  few,  and  the  profit* 
were  proportionably  large.  His  father,  we  under- 
^nd,  was  also  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit,  and 
embarked  very  largely  in  the  corn  trade,  which  was 
for  many  years  considered,  in  some  measure,  a» 
odious  in  Scotland,  until  Adam  Smith  proved,  in  his 
''  Wealth  of  Nations,"  that  instead  of  impoverish- 
ing, it  tends  greatly  to  enrich  a  country,  by  the  en- 
couragement held  out  to  the  farmers,  while  it  pro* 
duces  plenty  at  the  same  time>  by  the  certain  in- 
crease of  the  commodity. 

Young  Mr.  Dempster,  as  he  was  then  called,  re- 
ceived his  eduction  at  the  grammar-sehool  of  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  Dundee,  like  the  other  royal 
boroughs,  possesses  excellent  institutions  of  thi» 
kind,  at  which  the  children  of  the  poor,  in  common 
with  the  sons  of  the  most  honourable  and  opulent 
families,  are  brought  up  for  a  mere  trifle.  These 
schools  are  under  the  immediate  paltronage  and 
censorship  of  the  provost  and  magistrates,  who,  as« 

prejudicial,  in  a  country  where  they  were  of  a  diminutive  size  j 
and  2dly.  of  laying  an  impost  on  the  measure  of  barley,  as  that  ar- 
ticle was  comparatively  inferior  in  point  of  quality.  He  also, 
lessened  the  price,  by  abating  the  duty  on  coals,  having  procured 
a  ckuse,  by  which  the  Tay  was  included  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Perth. 
The  memory  of  this  patriol  citizen  is  still  held  in  venwratiow  bj 
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-iffaled  bytbe  clergy  as  assessors^  superiniend,  and 
regtilate  them,  generally  with  the  most  laud- 
able ^eeal,  as  well  as  with  the  most  commendable 
discretion.  Mr.  R.  Middleton,  the  father  of  Lord 
Biarham,  was  at  that  period  collector  of  the  port  of 
Dundee ;  and,  if  we  mistake  not  greatly,  this  noble- 
roan  himself  wlis  brought  up  at  the  same  school,  if 
not  in  the  very  same  class,  with  the  subject  of  this 
SEiemoir,  until  he  was  called  away  ta  his  professional 
pursuits,  as  a  naval  officer. 

From  a  small  town  which  had  not  as  yet  distin- 
guished itself*  by  manufactures,  Mr.  Dempster,  at 
the  proper  ajje,  was  sent  to  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, a  city  which,  on  account  of  its  antiquity,  its 
fize,.andthe  consideration  of  having  been  the  capi- 
tal of  au  independent  kingdom,  is  always  surveyed 
by  a  young  Scotchman,  with  a  certain  degree  of 
veneration.  After  attending  the  various  classes^ 
the  choice  of  a  profession  becume  a  subject  of  con- 
sideration ;  but  as  no  man  of  fortune  is  bred  in 
North  Britain  io  the  chwch,  and  as  the  army  and 
navy  were  not  deemed  eligible  for  an  eldest  son,  the 
law  was  i^cessarily  pitched  upon,  as  the  future 
dertination  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  Ac-  ^ 
cordittgly,  after  studying  the  principles  of  the  civil 
code,  and  perusi^ng  Craig  and  all  the  feudal  writers, 
ke  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  College  of  Advor, 
cates.  This  occurred  in  the  year  1755,  about  a 
twelvemonth  iifter  the  reception  of  his  friend,  con- 

'■'■■'»'»■  •^"  ■•      '       '■ '■■      nil.    ■■   rf.i  1.     ■ ■...■■■   i'  ■   I    n    ;  .     ,  ,i^,> 

*  Itschiefmanufaetureconsistsof  thread  apd  linen  yarn.    ^ 
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temporary,  and  countryman,  Alexander  Weddei^- 
burne,  who,  happily  resigning  his  hopes,  and  hii' 
gown  in  disgust,  repaired  to  England  with  a  slender 
purse,  but  a  mind  burning  with  ambition ;  and, 
after  being  twice  Lcnrd  Chancellor,  concluded  his 
Career  with  an  earl's  coronet. 

Mr.  Dempster,  like  him  also,  obtained  and  re- 
linquished a  gown ;  like  him,  be  tried  his  strength 
before  the  lords  of  session,  and  at  lengthy  like  him 

oo>  directing  his  face  towards  the  south,  took  his 
departure  for  England.  But  their  stay,  as  well  as 
their  conduct,  and  fate,  were  different;  for  the  one 
completely  emigrated  never  to  return^  while  the 
other,  Jike  a  bird  of  passage^  took  his  flight  during 
the  winter  only,  and  with  the  opening  spring,  ra- 
pidly repaired  to  revisit  his  friends  and  estate^  in 
the  county  of  Forftr. 

Mr.  Dempster,  while  at  Edinburgh,  associated 
lyith  all  the  men  of  letters,  and  frequented  all  the 
noted  societies  of  that  day.     We  know  not  whe- 
ther h^  appertained  to  the  institution  known  by 
the  appellation  of  the   Poker  Club,  founded  by 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Adam  Ferguson,  which  met  at  a 
house  called  the  Diversorium,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
l^fiherbow.     The  sole  object  pf  the  members  was 
f;Dnvivia){ty,  and  claret  being  then  sold  at  eighteen 
pence  per  "^ttl^,  we  believe  the  chief,  if  not  only 
beverage,  w^s  Bourdeaux.     Hume  the  Historian, 
Principal  Roberfeon,  John  Home  the  author  of 
Douglas,  Carlysle,  &^.  were  among  its  members. 

It  was  succeeded  in  1756  by  the  Select  Societt/p 
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lyhich  ^as  iateiidi^>  tiot  oqly  for  philoiophical  m^ 
^tiiry,  Iwit  for  the  lEDproveQent  pf  tfcc  ppiDpany  ifj^ 
public  speaking :  Allan  Rfiinsay,  tbe  painter,  son 
.of,t.heauthojrofthe  '*  Gentje  Shepherd/'  was  t^c 
fpunder.  In  addi^oji  to  ;the  name^  fdre^y  men-^ 
,4ioned>  may  be  liere  added  those  6f  L^rd  Kames, 
Alexander  Wedderbunie,  Andrew  Stuart,  and  Sir 
Gilbert  Eljiot,  the  fether  of  the  present  |Lo.r4 
Mint?. 

In  1759,  tii^e  mecviber^  ai:ciouAte4  to  poe  hundred 
^nd  thirty,  and  included  not  only  all  the  diitia- 
l^mshed  literati  of  Edinburgh,  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, liut  also  several  of  the  nobility  atnd  gentry. 

Tlhe  elder  Munro,  Sir  Ale;(ander  Dick,  Mr.  Wed- 
^erburne,  Mr.  Andrew  Pringle,  afterwardi  a  lord 
of  session^  Lord  Karnes,  Lord  Elibank,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Stewart,  an  advocate,  were  the  chief 
speakers:  Charles  Tpwnshend^  afterwards  Chan* 
eellor  pf  ^he  ]^xchequer,  pufce  made  ao  harangue; 
bnt  Payid  H]ume  aijyd  J^da,vqL  Smith,  netver  opened 
their  lips.  Lord  Monboddo,  Lord  Klibank,  and 
Mt.  Wilkie,  author  of  the  ''  Epigoniad,"  as  well 
^s  Messrs.  John  and  James  Adams,  William  Tytler, 
author  pf  a  '^  Yjuqidicirtion  pf  Mary,**  and  now  a 
Jpi:d  pf  session.  Lord  Gardenstone^  Jphw  Gierke  of 
JBJdiia,  the  composer  of  aQ  ^x^lent^  W0rk  on  Nairal 
Taeticf,  Andrew  Stew]^t„  author  of  Letters  to 
Lord  Mans^eld,  &c.  w$re  constant  attendants. 

In  1761,  thi9  pelebrated  society  undertook  the 
Herculean  task  of  annthiiating  the^  Scottish  lan« 

*  See  Wakie'8  Life  of  Hume,  p.  93. 
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guage^  or  rather  o(  r^^mgitj  m  su€h  a  manBei^ 
&om  the  Yernaeular  idiom^  as  to  t>ec6me  English 
both  in  purity  and  {n'ouunciatiod.  - 

''  What  gave  rise  to  this  chimerical  project/*  says  Ritchiejj 
'*  was  the  important  incident  of  old 'Sheridan's  arrival  at  £din» 
buigh^  whiif  Jiad  made  the  tour  of  Great  Britain^  as  an  itinerant 
kcturer  qq  eJcK^ulftm.  This  g^ntleiv^  ^nounced  his  appearance 
ifk  the^  Scottish  capitalj  and^  bis  pl^n  of,  iostructip^  in  his  usua\ 
style  pf  arrogance^  vanity,  and  self-conceit  5  indeed  the  lofty 
notion  he  entertained  of  the  vast  iipportance  of  the  art  \ybich  be 
profes^  to  teach,  and  his  own  exclusive  abilities  for  teaching  it, 
^pp^aur  in  every  .page  of  Ids  ffimsy  puhltcations. 

Y  ^v*  Shecidai}*s  le<?tures  continued  lor  fpur  we^sj  ^d  sikA 
was  the  rage  for  speaking  with  aji  Englfsh.  accent,  that  njpre  thaq 
tl^ree  hundred  gentlemen,  among  whom  were  the  most  eminent 
Si  ihh'  couiitry  for  rank  and  learning,  attended  him.  Availing 
iiiuself  of  this  Mlid  reception,  he  gave  tiotice,  that  he  proposed  to 
ppldS^l^  hjf;  kphcQQfii  on.  elocution,  wilk  abyeral  lra<;ts  relative  tp 
Ihat  spbjecty,  iaon^  volume,  4to.  Moft  of  tho  gentlemen  fv^ 
scribed  for  copies;  and  a  similar  prqj«Bt  for  improving  the  edu- 
cation of  females,  was  welcomed  by  them  with  a^similar  sub- 
scription. The  long  interval  which  elapsed  between  Sh^dan*^ 
leceiving  the  subscription  money  and  the  publication  of  his  book^ 
f3^s^d  km  to  a  fifex  warfba  in  the  public  journals. 
y  '^  These  lectufes  w«:p  -deliyered^jn  St  Paul's  cJ^p^U  ^ 
during  t^eir  continuance,  the*cburch  wa^  qro\Y4ed  i^ith  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  most  of  whgm  began  to  affect  a  nicety  of  pronuncif 
Aion  in  their  ordinary  discourse.  Even  tHe  grave  academic  gav^ 
wiiytO' the  prevailing  fashion  of  thte'day ;  and  Br.  Robertson  w» 
«9.  qout^h,  Qii^iHued:  with,  it^  that  h6  ipart^  on  all  occasku^  h^ 
pipgres^  in.  peaking  English^  ai|4  tp  t^-^  da^i  of  hi&  deatb,  perse? 
N.  yered  in  the  pr^gtice,  of  enunciatii^  l^ist  wpr(U  witji  Ibe  a)OS| 
pqinte^  correctness.?* 

ters  of  this  new  branch  of  improyementjt  and  laboured 
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in  coi^  unction  with  all  those  \vbo  \?ere  accotinted 
cfither  wise  or  learned>  to  introduce  the  new  Ian- 
Suage.  Indeed>  the  whole  bodj  of  the  select  so- 
-ciZTT,  to  which .  he  was  no  contemptible  aeqai* 
sition,  contributed  warmly  to  the  advancement  of 
this  plan;  and  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  sixteen 
directors  of  ^'  the  Society  for  promoting  the  Read* 
ing  and  Speaking  of  the  English  Language  in  Scot* 
laiod.^ 

-5: ■■  ■■  ^ '" 

*HSTX)F,ORDINARY  AND  EXTRAORDINARY  DXRBCTOKS. 

Ordinary  Directors. 
t.  LordAuchihleck,al0rdofsc8«M>a. 
2«  Lord  Alemoer,  aloctlof6es«oo>. 
p.  Sir  Adap  FefgusoDj  Bact. 

4.  Mr.  Waker  Stewart. 

5.  Mr.  William  Johnston,  afterwards  Sir  William  \  ' 

6.  Mr.  /anaesF^ttSdB,  tiIiitiws,  JlM.  %cates. 

7.  Mr.  jGeoi^  Dempster,  ^ 
^.  Mr.  Ale?cander  Tajt,  derk  of  sjession. 

Q.  Rev.  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  afterwards  professor  of  rhetoric  m 
Ae  University  of  Edinburgh. 

10.  Re^v.  Dr.  John  Jtifdine. 

11.  Rev.  Dr.  WilFiaftt- Robertsoo,  afbirwaids  priaoiped  of  tbt 
IJniversity  of  Edinburgh. 

12.  Dr.  John  Hope. 

13.  Professor  Adana  Ferguson^  author  of  several  celebrated 
worjcs. 

J4.  Mr.  J^hn  Fordyce,  merchant. 
15.  Mr.  John  Adam,  architect. 
Il6.  Mr.  James  Russel,  surgeon. 

Eftraordinary  DirectorSf 
If,  Earlof  EiToL 
%fi^  Earl  of  Eglintcau  . ,     ^      .    ^ 
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This  epidemic,  lioweyer^  was  not  of  long  contian^ 
unce^  for  it  abated  to  the  full  as  quickly  as  it  bad 
originatedi  and  the  vernacular  tongue  of  North 
Britain^  together  with  an  unmusical  drawl  peculiar 
to  that  portion  of  it^  still  continues  to  be  spoken 
yifiih  ^1  its  original  puriij/,  both  in  respect  to  lan^ 
guage  and  nccent^  in  ^^  auld  Reel^ie^  m  the  gude 
townof  Edinbro/' 

It  has  already  been  hinted^  that  Mr.  Deippst^ 
did  not  long  practise  at  the  Scottish  bar ;  indeed| 
after  advocating  a  fj^w  causes^  in  which  he  displitye4 
talents  that  nii^ht  have  prov^  highly  beneficial  i^ 
himselfj  and  useful  to  his  clients^  by  cultivation^  b(] 
declined  the  lionpurs  of  the  wig  and  gown^  and  in- 
stead pf  remaining  a  lawyer^  aspired  tp  bCHpome  § 
legislator, 

By  the  provisions  pf  the  «ct  pf  umon^  thp  district 
of  boroughs  with  which  hQ  and  hip  family  werq 
more  immediately  cpnnected^  consisted  of  one  city 
and  four  corporate  towns :  viz«  St  J^dreyr%  pun^ 
dee^  Forfi|.r^  Perth^  and  Cup^*  He  became  a  candi- 
date for  these  in  the  13th  Farliameut  of  ^rea^  Bfi- 


19^  EarlofQallowajTf 

20.  EarlofEJgin. 

21.  Lord  £libank» 

22.  Lord  |tam^^  s»  lord  o£  sesstoii^  snc|  ;mthof  of  8even4 
celebrated  works. 

23.  Sir  Alei^ander  Dick,' 

24.  Mr.  James  ferguson^  advocate  and  dean  of  ftcolty. 
^5.  Mr.  George  Drummond,  commissioner  of  excise  5  and 
9p,  Mr.  Ctuurlea  Hamilton  Gordopjradvbcat^/ 
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taiti^  which  met  November  95>  1763;  and  after  a 
long  and  expensive  ^truggle^  which  is  said  to  have 
cost  lO^OOO/.  he  wa»  at  length  returned.^ 

0&  the  conrocation  of  the  succeeding  Hduse  of 
Commons^  which  met  May  10»  1768^  his  old  friend 
and  brother  advocate^  the  late  Sir  William  PuUe- 
my,  Bart,  (then  William Pnlteney,  Esq.)  havinjc 
been  chosen  both  for  this  district  and  the  county  of 
Ctromarty^  made  his  election  for  the  la^r«  Oa 
thisa  new  writ  was  is8ued>  and  Mr«  Dempsto*  re* 
chosen  theny  as  well  as  during  three  succ^sive  par- 
Itaments  ;  in  shorty  for  a  term  of  twenty-eight 
yearsj  within  which  space  he  appears  neither  to 
jhare  asked  nor  accepted  of  any  place,  office,  or  pen- 
liion  frbm  the  crown,  with  the  exception  of  tte 
sittiation  of  secretary  to  the  order  of  the  thistle  in 
111 6b,  which  does  not  seem  in  the  least  to  Imve- 
influenced  his  conduct^  at  any  one  period  of  his 

life; 

This  appointment,  which  is  generally  estimated^ 
and  we  believe  oyerrated,  at  500/.  per  annum>  was 
granted  during  the  administration  of  the  late  Mar- 

f  '  ' »' ' '  ■    ■•       "•  '     ■  - 

*  Dr.  Johnson  has  observed,  '*  that  a  native  of  North  Britain 
mu^t  be  a  sturdy  moralist,  who  has  not  a  greater  pi;e(iilection  to 
Scotland^  than  to  truth/*  Notwithstanding  this,  the  writer  of  the 
presenyt  article  will  fairly  confess,  that  some  of  the  Scottish  borpughs 
9re  to  the  full  as  venal  as  many  of  the  English,  and  that  on  a 
particular  occasion,  one  of  the  candidates  having  Icissed  the  wife 
of  a  deacon  with  guineas  in  his  mouth,  the  husband,  who 
happened  to  be  a  weaver,  is  reported  to  have  been  so  well 
pleased^  that  hp  exclaimed, ''  pray  kiss  iny  daughter  too.  Sir  5** 
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quxs  of  Rockingham.  With  this  statesnum  Mr. 
Dempster  had  constantlj  acted^  and^ll  coatiniidl 
to  act^  as  the  ideas  by  which  that  nobdeoia^i  con<> 
dueted  himself^  wejre  strictly  constitutiooal^  aiid 
being  founded  on  tlie  principle*  of  the  Old  Wkigs 
(tho^  of  16S8),  had  ihe  hearty  asfient  of  all  wfa» 
W€^e,  or  pretended  to  he,  friends  of  liberty^ 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Americaa  ivar>  tke  jub* 
ject  of  this  memoilr  saw  the  neoessity  ^of  cloauig  the 
wounds^of  the  nation^  after^  long,  disgraceful^  and 
dist^strous  conflict.     He  accordingly,  i^.a  long  and 
able  speech  on  the  state  of  the  iiatioQ>  :niakit^bed^ 
that  it^  was  equally  btcoming  in,  kio^dnnia  ^ad 
individiiHls,  after  an  improYideai  e^ifj^pditoej  t# 
seek  relief  in  a  sage  ecomnny.    He  iodeedr  ptinted 
out  a  variety  of  expedients  far  restoring  ^bf.  ex-- 
hausted  finances  of  the  empire,  ai^  above  all,  he 
called  the  attention  of  the  nation  to  the  state  of  the 
British  fisheries,  as  a  certain  resource  for  riches  on 
one  hand,  and  the  best  possible  nursery  for  our 
seamen  on  the  other.     Ho  at  the  san^e  time  dweU 
on  the.  necessity  of  reducing  our  naval,  n]ilitajry> 
and  civil  establishments.     He  was  eager  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  one  million  per  aonum  to  the  reduc-< 
tion  of  the  national  debt ;  be  recommended  at  the 
same  time  a  review  of  our  revenue  laws,  as  well'  as 
the  adoption  of  a  code  less  burdcrisome  to  com- 
merce, by  a  melioration  of  the  existing  system -of 
fiscal  regulations. 

Notwithstanding  the  phlegm  with  which  every 
thing  that  had  the  national  prosperity  for  its  basis^ 
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VfB&  &sn  viewed^  be  prevailed  in  re»pett  to  one 
points  aod  actually  obtained  the  nomination  of  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of 
the  fisheries^  and  as  a  member  of  it^  be  also  pointed 
out  the  propriety  of  encouraging  the  inhabitants  ia, 
the  iricinity  af  the  sea^  to  be(M)me  fishermen. 

It  being  his  opinion  theti  the  north-west  coast  of 
the  kingdom  abounded  most  with  fish  and  fine 
harbours^  but  was  naked^  unpeopled,  and  desti- 
tute of  towns^  a  society,  which  shall  be  mentioned 
bereafter,  was  actually  formed,  for  buying  land 
and  building  villages.  In  fine,  this  benignant 
plan  was  calculated  to  call  forth  the  energies  of  the 
inhabitants;  to  stop  the  progress  of  emigration;  to 
give  a  naval  direction  to  the  genius  of  the  people ; 
and  to  open  new  sources  of  commercial  prospe- 
rity. 

During  the  discussions  on  the  famous  East  India 
bill,  the  member  for  Dumfries  delivered  his  opinion 
more  than  once,  and  on  the  27th  of  November^, 
1783,  after  stating  the  importance  of  the  question, 
hoped  that  it  would  be  deliberately  discussed,  and 
^iselj  decided, 

*'  With  regard  to  the  violation  of  charters,  he  thought  all  char-^ 
tered  rights  should  be  held  inviolable,  those  derived  from  one 
charier,  only  excepted — the  charter  of  the  East  India  Company.* 
Thai  was  the  single  chartei  which  ought  in  his  mind  to  be  de^ 
striked  for  tjie  sali^.of  the  covoJtry,  for  the  .sake  of  India,  and  for 
the  sa^e  of  hun)^\ty; 

^  Mr.  Dempster  has  been  oneof  theDij;ectors,  and  succeeded 
pn  the  ballot  in  qppo^itipn  to  the  House  list. 
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**  He  compliociited  Lord  Jobn  C«veadidi  tan.  his  «rt^,  dc- 
dared  more  than  once  '  that  every  ^repean  wa^  driven  pat  of 
India^  and  that  we  only  pi^oyed  the  con^merpe  of  this  p^rt  oC 
Asia  in  the  same  manner  we  enjoyed  that  of  China.*  He  for  hi$ 
own  part  lamented,  that  the  navigation  to  India  had  ever  been 
discovered,  and  he  now  conjured  ministers  to  abandon  all  idpas  of 
sovereignty  in  that  quarter  ci  the  world  3  for  It  would  be  modi 
wiser  tp  naafce  sonae  one  of  the  native  princes  king  of  the  comitry, 
and  to  leave  India  to  itself.  He  however  saw  whic;h  way  the 
House  was  inclined,  and  therefore  should  withdraw,  as  he  would 
not  vote  against  his  principles  for  the  tl^rone  of  Qelhi.'^ 

In  1785^  we  fiad  hi|B  supporting  t}i^  motion  tq 
amend  the  ''  Gjreqyille  Act.''  He  painted  in  glowr 
ing  colours  the  situjitioii  of  gentlemen  anterior  to 
the  original  bilU  '*  for  at  thsi^t  degeqers^te  period^  i^ 
candidate^  whether  he  had  tjie  m^prity  of  votes  or 
not  was  sure  of  his  seat^  unless  he  would  conde-: 
ftcend  to  truckle  to  the  minister^  9iid  sacrifice  hi^ 
principles  at  the  shrine  of  power.*'  Nearly  at  thi^ 
same  time  he  made  a  sturdy  but  inefiectual  opposiT 
tion  to  an  act  for  imposing  a  fresh  t^x  on  printed 
linens^  a  branch  of  manufacture  in  lyhicli  hjs  cqqt 
stituents  were  deeply  interested. 

In  the  question  respecting  the  Regency^  during 
the  illness  of  his  Majesty^  Mr.  Dempster  appears 
to  have  opposed  the  plan  sketched  out  by  Mr.  Pitt^ 
the  minister  of  that  d^y.  He  w^  accordingly  one 
of  those  who  voted  for  the  previous  question  as 
moved  by  Lord  Guilford,  December  16,  1788, 
which  was  lost,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
having  a  majority  of  sixty-four  on  the  division, 
Three  days  after  this,  on  a  n^otion  being  m^d^ 
'^  that  the  report  be  now  brought  up," 
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Mr.  Dempstet  "  begged  leave  tapropose  an  amendment  to  the 
second*  resolution^,  which  would  rescue  the  House  from  the 
^  greatest  solecism  he  had  ever  witnessed.  The  Revolution  was  no 
precedent  in  point  for  the  present  proceeding.  Our  king  was  not 
likely  to  be  expelled  the  throne^  because  he  was  a  king  beloved 
by  his  subjects^  but  he  was  a  man^  and  consequently  subject  to 
all  the  calamities  and  infirmities  of  human  nature. 

**  We  had  at  this  time  a  Prince  of  Wales,  the  heir  apparent  to 
the  throne,  of  full  age.  Why  then  should  we  have  a  king  made 
up  like  nothing  that  ever  was  conceived  before,  an  un-whig,  un- 
toiy-like,  odd,  awkward,  anomalous  monster ! 

**  He  declared  that  he  stood  up  as  an  independent  man,  con-  ' 
nected  with  neither  party  $  the  amendment  he  had  to  propose  was 
an  amendment  of  his  own,  without  consultation,  and  without  con* 
nivance ;  he  did  not  even  know  whether  his  amendment  Would  be 
sewnded  3  but  such  as  it  was  he  would  move  it,  that  he  might  Mt 
least  endeavour  to  preserve  the  constitution  from  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  dangerous. 

"  Hit  amendment,  was  to  leave  out  the  word  '  right,*  because 
the  best  vrayof  declaring  their  right  was  not  to  express  it  by  a  word, 
but  by  the  exercise  of  it  |  and  with  that  view  he  should  frirther 
move  to  leave  out  the  words  '  in  such  a  manner  as  the  exigency  of 
the  case  may  appear  to  require,'  and  insert,  <  by  presenting  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  heir  apparent  and  of  full  age,  hum'- 
bly  beseeching  him  to  take  upon  himself  the  administration  of  the 
civil  and  military  government  of  the  country  during  the  incapacity 
of  his  majesty,  and  no  longer.*  '* 

Mr.  Coiirtenay  having  seconded  the  motion,  a 


*  "  That  it  ii  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  an^ 
Temporal,  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain  now  assembled*  and 
lawfully,  frilly,  and  freely  representing  all  the  estates  of  the  people 
in  this  realm,  to  provide  the  means  of  supplying  the  defect  of  tho 
personal  exercise  of  the  royal  authority,  arising  from  his  majesty's 
faid  indisposition,  in  such  a  manner .««<  the  exigency  of  the  oas9 
may  appear  to  require." 
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debate  ensued^  which  was  prorogued  to  the  sue* 
ceeding  day,  and  after  all  the  great  speaker  on  both 
sides  had  delivered  their  opidions,  the  qoestioa  ws^ 
at  length  put,  when  there  appeared : 

Ayes  for  the  original  motion        -      251 
Noes  -  -178 

So  that  Mr.  Dempster's  amendment  was  lost  by  a 
majority  of  73. 

In  the  summer  of  1790,  this  gentleman,  after 
having  sat  during  five  following  Parliaments  for 
the  same  district,  withdrew,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Captain  George  Murray,  of  the  royal  navy,  unele 
to  the  Duke  of  Athol.     During  his  public  career, 
as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  was  al- 
ways heard  with  singular  attention.    This  did  not 
proceed   from    his    delivery,   although  easy  and 
fluent,  or  from  his  person  and  address,  although 
the  one  was  handsome,  and  the  other  both  popular 
imd  seductive ;  but  from  the  uprightness  of  his 
character,  which  impressed  full  conviction  on  all 
who  heard  him,  that  his  conduct  was  regulated  both 
by  his  heart  and  understanding,  without  any  per- 
ional  or  paltry    consideration  whatsoever.       No 
tQ&n  could  pretend  to  any  influence  over  his  opi- 
nions; no  party  ever  affected  to   depend  on  his 
vote;  so  that  while  his  speeches  fully  illustrated 
the  connexion  between  eloquence  and  virtue,  his^ 
decisions  were  always  regulated  in  strict  subordina- 
tion to  his  conscience. 
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The  conduct  of  the  ex-member  for  Dundee,  dur- 
ing retirement,  did  not  belie  the  tenor  of  his  par- 
liamentary life.  He  did  not  withdraw  for  the 
purpose  of  inglorious  ease,  or  the  enjoyment  of  un- 
interrupted luxury,  but  in  order  to  obtain  nobler 
and  better  purposes,  for  when  he  deemed  himself 
no  longer  likely  to  benefit  the  public  by  his  parlia- 
mentary career,  he  determined  still  to  act  the  part 
of  a  good,  a  virtuous,  and  a  zealous  citizen. 

Accordingly,  on  his  return,  he  began  to  exhibit, 
by  a  practical  example  on  his  own  estate,  what 
might  be  achieved  in  the  country  at  large.  Nor 
were  his  improvements  on  a  small  scale,  or  his  la- 
bours of  an  undignified  kind,  as  he  commenced  by 
tbe  enclosure  of  the  farms  around  the  paternal  man- 
tton,  the  draining  of  a  lake,  and  the  building  of  a 
tillage !  These  do  not  appear  to  be  the  labours  of  a 
private  gentleman,  but  rather  resemble  the  efibrts 
of  some  northern  prince,  than  the  owner  of  the 
barony  of  Dunnichcn.  • 

It  has  already  been  shevtn  that  Mr.  Dempster  ai 
A  private  citizen,  has  always  been  eager  to  embark 
in  every  scheme  that  might  either  promote  or  add  to 
the  prosperity  of  his  native  country.  He  was  accord- 
ingly, as  we  hinted  before,  one  of  the  first  to  en- 
gage in  a  society  for  extending  the  fisheries  of 
Scotland,  which  for  ages  afibrded  an  aTn|)le  harvest 
to  Dutch  skill  and  industry,  but  had  idways  lan^ 
guished  in  tbe  hands  of  the  natives,  although  they 
possessed  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  imme- 
diate vicinity,  and  parliam^entary    encouragement. 
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He  vras  of  course  elected  one  of  the  directors  of  Hhitf 
institution/  and  in  that  capacity  both  in  1788  and 
1789>  he  pronounced  a  discourse  to  the  members> 
nhich  has  been  since  puLlisbied>  '^  containing  a 
summary  of  the  proceedii^  for  extending  the 
fisheries,  and  improving  the  sea^coasts  of  Great 
Britain/^  together  with  '^  some  thoughts  on  the 
present  emigrations  from  the  HigUands<c'' 

He  commences  with  noticing  a  pamphlet/  point* 
ing  out  a  series  of  improvements  m  a.  great  scale, 
and  laments  that  neither  the  funds,  AOr  the  opera-, 
tions  of  a  joint  stock  company,  would  allow  then 
to  extend  their  ideas  so  far. 

"  Were  any  of  the  great  proprietiMrs  of  ettensive 
tracts  of  lands,  now  waste  and  uncultivated^^'says  he, 
*^to  embark  heartily  in  such  a  plan  of  meliorating  his 
cHate^  and  to  devote  his  tioie  and  capital  solely  to 
this  object,  I  doubt  not  but  in  the  course  of  a  sin^e 
generation,  he  might  derive  great  benefit  to  himiself, 
and  lay  the  foundation  of  immense  wealth  for  his 
posterity;  and  in  truth,  liOrd  Gard^nstone,  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  in  the  Isle  of  Mull,  Mr.  Campbell^ 
4if  l%awfield,  in  Isla,  and  Captain  Macleod,  in 
Herrie8>  have  been  most  laudably  engaged  in  plans 
for  improviijig  those  islands,  not  unlike  that  here 
suggested.  It  is  also  well  known^  that  the  late  Earl 
of  Findlater,   in  the  bourse  of  twenty  or  thirty 

.  n ■ '»  1 1 1  I  '  '   '  ■■■    ■   >     ■ "'  ■        ■ ■   "  ■     * 

*  '*  Some  Reflections  intended  to  Promote  the  Success  of  thcr 
Society  for  £x-tending  the  Fisheries,  and  improving  the  Sea-coasts 
<rf  Great  Britain,  by  John  Gray,  Esq. 
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years^  introduced  good  agriculture  and  extensive 
manufactures  into  a  part  of  the  kingdom  where 
neither  were  known  before,  and  that  the  conse- 
quences have  been,  a  vast  improvement  of  the 
Talue  of  his  estate,  and  of  the  condition  of  its  inha- 
bitants/' The  Herculean  labours  of  the  present 
Earl  of  Fife  ought  not  to  have  been  here  forgotten 
by  the  very  intelligent  orator,  b,s  he  has  effected 
more .  towards  the  improvement  of  the  north  of 
Scotland,  in  the  three  counties  of  Aberdeen,  Bamff, 
and  Moray,  than  any  man  of  his  day. 

In  order  to  prove  that  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  capable  of  bettier  cultivation,  and  to  demonstrate 
the  fallacy  of  the  position  "  that  the  times  of  breed- 
ing men  are  now  over,  that  men  must  give  way  to 
a  more  profitable  species  of  production  (sheep  and 
black  cattle  ! )  and  that  formerly  a  chieftain  wanted 
soldiers,  but  now  money;"  Mr.  Dempster  enters 
into  several  curious  details.  In  the  first  place  he 
observes,  that  no  where  in  Scotland  do  potatoes  grow 
better  than  in  the  Highlands,  and  that  land  may 
be  cultivated  to  advantage  for  pasture  and  hay  ia 
climates  too  cold  to  yield  much  corn,  as  in  Iceland^ 
where  corn  is  seldom  sown,  and  hardly  ever  ripens, 
the  farms  being  divided  into  two  parts,  viz.  culti- 
vated and  natural  grass.  The  ^'  leaking  showers" 
which  fall  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and 
Jply,  also  render  the  Highlands  admirably  adapted 
for  the  cultivation  of  flax. 

We  shall  see  in  the  following  passage,  that  Mr. 
Dempster,,  like  a  true  rhetorician,  seems  determined 
1808-1809.  s 
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to  deduce  probable  advantages  from  maaifest  de- 
fects. 

''  I  hare,  for  argument's  sake/'  says  he,  *'  adqiitted  of  the  truth 
of  the  objection  drawn  from  the  coWness  of  the  climate  >  tboi^ 
some  things  might  be  stated  which  go  far  to  contradict  the  fact 
itself.  The  gardens  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dunkeld  extend  nearly 
to  the  summit  of  a  very  high  hijl  5  and  so  do  those  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam, where  the  aspect  is  to  the  bleak  north-east.  In  thd  year 
1786,  there  were  more  apples  and  pears  in  the  few  gardens  of 
Lochabar,  tlian  grew  on  the  same  number  of  trees  Aat  season  in 
Worcestershire  or  Herefordshire.  At  Fort  Wilham  green  peai 
are  ripe,  as  I  have  been  told,  almost  as  early  as  at  Edinburgh. 

**  On  the  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1/87,  the  barley  har- 
vest of  Icolumbkill  was  begun  5  and  about  the  middle  of  that 
month,  the  corn  fields  round  the  town  of  Stornway,  in  the  isle  of 
Lewis,  were  far  advanced  towards  maturity.  Good  potatoes  an 
met  with  in  the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Sutherland,  early  in  tb? 
month  of  August.  It  is  equally  certain,  thai:  hedgerows  and 
platitations,  of  which  the  Highlands  are  utterly  destitute,  add 
much  to  the  warmth  and  earliness  of  other  countries^ 

*'  Snow  seldom  lies  for  any  length  of  time  in  the  Hebrides,  or 
Western  Highlands  5  and,  indeed,  it  is  gener^ly  allowed,  that  tlie 
temperature  of  the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain  is  much  milder 
than  any  continental  situation  in  the  same  latitude.  I  acknow- 
ledge," adds  he,  "  that  the  continual  naoisture  and  heavy  rains  in 
the  Western  Highlands,  are  discouraging  circumstances  to  strangers 
accustomed  to  a  better  climate  >  but  this  only  increases  the  hn- 
portance  and  value  of  the  native  inhabit»»ts>  from, the  difficulty 
with  which  the^  would  be  replaced.'* 

Immediately  after  this,  he  glances  at  the  degraded 
state  of  the  Scottish  elections,  and  laments,  that  a 
certain  middle  class  called  tacksmen,  are  about  t(^ 
be  extirpated : 

'^  Were  the  oolitical  constitution  of  Scotland  like  that  of  Eng- 
land/* say^he^  *^  and  did  a  freehold  wlifc  estate  of  forty  shillmg^ 
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6  year  giVft  a  fight  for  voting  for  members  of  parliament  to  repre- 
sent out  counties,  I  have  no  doubt  but  these  tacksmen,  in  the 
character  of  freeholders,  would  render  thetpselves  as  useful  to  the 
great  proprietors  in  peaceful  time^,  as  they  formerly  were  in 
times  of  turbulence  and  war  3  and  that  the  same  security  and  pro* 
Section  would  be  the  consequence  of  their  services.  But  our 
fcounty  elections  being  to<J  aristocratifcal  to  admit  of  this  speciea 
of  political  utility,  and  great  internal  tranquillity  prevailing  in  the 
Highlands^  the  ancient  bojtid  of  union  between  him  and  the  pro- 
prietoir  dr  chief  is  in  a  great  measure  dissolvfed.  Hid  pretensions> 
therefore,  too  frequently  give  way  to  those  bf  the  south  country 
shepherds  5  artd  he  has  oflen  the  mortification  of  seeing  his  and 
his  ancestor's  mansion^  levelled  to  the  ground^  or  converted  into  a 
ftheep  cot." 

Mr.  Dempster  having  ^hewn  that  (he  object  of  a 
society  associated  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
lisheries>  is  immediately  connected  with  the  excite* 
ment  of  a  spirit  of  industry  among  the  inhabitants 
ht  large,  proceeds  to  state,  that  since  the  25th  of 
Marcb>  1788,  the  Court  of  Directors  had  eJtecuted 
the  necessary  deeds  for  obtaining  the  perpetual  pro"^ 
perty  of  Tobermory,  in  the  island  of  MuUi  and  UJa* 
pole^  in  Loch  J^room. 

'*^11ie  (ixtent  of  the  property  acqtiired  at  Toberifaory  from  hi$ 
GnK^e  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  for  the  payment  of  a  roere  quit-rent| 
and  from  Mr.  Campbell  of  Knock,  is  hot  less  than  two  thousand 
English  acres.  A  copious  stream  of  water  runs  through  the  ittidi 
die  of  it  J  and  hard  by  is  a  river  capable  of  turning  riiachinery  of 
any  kind,  "the  situation  of  the  new  town  is  on  a  dry  and  healthy 
spot,  with  a  southern  exposure  overlooking  the  harbour,  and 
sheltered  from  the  north  wind  by  a  sloping  hill,  rising  gently  be* 
fiind  the  town.*' 

Part  of  this  tract  of  country  was  soon  after  let 
s2 
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out  on  building  leases ;  a  common  store-house  hsts 
been  erected;  a  shop  and  dwelling-house  for  a 
blacksmith  have  been  built;  plans  for  a  custom- 
house were  prepared  by  Mr.  IVJylne,  architect  of 
London;  a  harbour^  quays,  &c.  &c.  were  projected, 
and  the  groundwork  of  a  town  sketched  out. 

Ullapool  being  always  considered  as  one  of  the 
first  stations  in  Great  Britain  for  the  herring  fishery, 
much  was  expected  from  it ;  but  unfortunately  the 
summer  and  autumn  fisheries  failed  entirely  in 
Loch  Broom;  yet  this  disappointment  was  amply 
compensated  by  a  winter  ^shery  some  miles  to  the 
northward:,  where  the  herrings  were  in  sufficient 
plenty  to  have  supplied  the  markets  not  only  of  Eu- 
rope, hilt  the  West  Indies.  The  proprietors  having 
also  acquired  the  property  of  an  island  called  Res- 
tol,  very  near  to  some  ''  cod  banks,"  great  hopes 
were  entertained  of  rendering  that  fishery  also  pro- 
ductive. 

**  The  society  have  lately  acquired,"  adds  he,  "  a  very  valaablc 
property  called  Stein,  in  Lock  Bay,  and  Lock  Folliart  in  the  isle 
of  Sky ;  jwe  have  experienced  the  utmo^  liberality  of  treatment 
from  Mr.  Bannatyre  Macleod,  Mr.  Brodie,  and  Mr.  David  Scott, 
the  Attomies  of  Greneral  Macleod  of  Macleod,  acting  in  the  true 
spirit  of  that  gallant  officer  himself,  who  is  now  on  service  b 
India,  and  of  whose  estate  Stein  composed  one  farm.  A  thou- 
sand Scotch  acres  of  land,  whereof  one  hundred  and  thirty  are  in 
actual  culture,  have  been  given  to  the  society  at  a  quit-rent  of 
sixteen  pounds  per  annum.  Its  exposure  is  to  the  south*  There 
are  lime-stone  and  free-stone  quarries  near  the  spot,  and  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  peat  for  fuel  for  the  inhabitants.  The  isle  of 
Sky  well  deserves  the  name  of  Fairy  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
ingenious  Dr.  Anderson,  being  in  point  of  fertility  and  extent  next 
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to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  finest  isknd  belonging  to  his 
Majesty  in  Eyrope. 

'^  Nqthing  is  herein  said,"  adds  the  patriotic  director,  **  as  to 
the  roads  of  communication  between  the  eastern  and  the  western 
coasts  of  the  Highlands  5  yet  upon  these  the  success  of  our  under- 
taking in  a  great  measure  depends.  The  efforts  of  individuals 
are  inadequate  to  the  expence  of  such  a  work.  Mountainous 
countries  have  been  made,  pervious  by  government,  in  all  moun- 
tainous regions.  The  Alps  and  Pyrenees  owe  their  roads  to  the 
Kings  of  France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia.  It  is  by  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  that  the  roads  through  half  the  Highlands  have  been 
already  made.  Most  people  indeed,  in  this  country,  imagine 
that  roads  have  been  made  through  fevery  part  of  the  Highlands, 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  when .  once  it  is  known,  that  the 
western  parts  of  Inverness-shire,  Ross-shire,  Sutherland,  and 
Caithness,  are  still  utterly  inaccessible  to  carriages,  and  almost 
to  horsemen,  that  the  government  will  adopt  some  system  for  tlie 
gradual  making  of  roads  through  those  countries.  This  object 
would  soon  be  accomplished  by  the  addition  of  a  very  staall  sum 
to  the  money  yearly  expended  in  maintaining  the  ro^ds  already 
ruade. 

"  The  nation  must  never  forget,  that  to  the  writings  andjournies 
of  Mr.  Pennant,  Dr.  Anderson,  and  Mr.  Knox,  it  ii  indebted  for 
much  information  respecting  our  northern  seas.  They  also  en- 
larged upon  the  bold  and  original  idea  of  improving  our  fisheries 
and  sea-coasts>  by  founding  new  towns  near  to  the  seas  where  fish 
are  most  abundant,  which  idea  was  first  started. by  Mr.  Gray,  ia 
'^  Reflections  on  the  Domestic  Policy  proper  to  be  observed  oa 
the  Conclusion  of  a  Peace,  published  in  1761" 

This  is  a  mere  outline  of  the  project  of  putting  a 
stop  to  emigration,  by  building  towns,  by  erecting 
quays  and  wharfs,  and  by  establishing  cod  and  her- 
ring fisheries. 

We  find  by  an  account  annexed^  that  between 
the  1st  of  January,  1787,  and  the  25th  of  March, 
1789,  the  sum  of  4,594/.  was  issued;  that  in  the 
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proviace  of  Bengal  almost  five  thousand  pouBck 
bad  been  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  company 
under  the  auspices  of  Lord  Cornw^llis^  while  anor 
ther  l^rge  sum  was  obtained  at  Madras  through  the 
active  patronage  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell.  Iq 
fine^  the  total  expected  to  be  raised  by  the  voluntary 
$ubscription  of  public  spirited  individuals^  was  esti^ 
mated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds^ 
and  so  feasibly  was  the  speculation^  that  the  Court 
pf  Denmark  adopted  the  yery  same  plan  for  the  im« 
provement  of  Iceland  1 

It  is  painful, after  this  to  be  obliged  to  confess^ 
that  a  scheme  sb  fraught  with  good  and  noble  purr 
poses  should  fail^  and  come  to  nothing.  It  is  with 
po  small  mortification^  therefore^  we  are  obliged  to 
add^  that  what  with  the  intervention  of  a  new  and 
eminently  disastrous  war^  added  to  the  disadvantage 
nece?S2^rily  arising  out  of  a  joint  stock  companyj^ 
the  zeal  of  individuals  began  to  cool  with  their 
hopes^  and  a  general  disappointment  ensued^*  whici^ 
cast  a  gloom  ovpr  the  prospects  of  the  norths  which 
has  not  been  equalled  since  the  failure  of  thp  Da-r 
^ien  expedition. 

But  this  was  not  th^  only  mortification  h^  was 
doomed  |o*  experience^  for  he  had  embarked  in  a 
scheme  with  his  brother.  Captain  John  pempster^ 
-who  had  realised  a  considerable  fortune  as  the  com- 
inander  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of  the  English  East 
India  Conapany,  which  we  believe^  in  consequence 
of  the  war>  {|n4  thf)  pressure  of  the  times,  has  not 
beei^  attended  ^ithtbat  su9cess  which  it  justly  mo-i 
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fited;.  Acting  on  the  principle^  that  wkere  the 
jprice  of  labour  was  ch€ap>  manufactures  could  be 
carried  on  to  the  greatest  advauta^e^  they  pur- 
chased an  estate  ju  the  county  pf  Caithness^  at  a 
place  called  Skibo,  and  began  the  ne.cessary  erec- 
tions. Had  they  been  warranted  by  prudence  in 
completing  their  undertaking,  the  consequences 
would  have  been  of  the  most  beneficial  kind,  for  the 
emigration  of  the  inhabitants  would  have  been  pre- 
vented by  the  certainty  of  employment,  and  such  is 
the  unaccountable,  and  perhaps  ridiculous  attach^ 
ment  to''  the  country,  that  the  sturdy  inhabitant  of 
those  almost  Hi/perbprean  regions  would  have  been 
better  contented  with  a  scanty  subsistence  in  one  of 
the  most  northern  counties  of  Scotland,  than  have 
become  an  independent  freeholder  amidst  tlie  woods 
of  the  Trans- Atlantic  Continent  ? 

While  ^n  occasional  resident  in  J^ondon,  as  well  as 
in  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Dempster  had  always  a  predi- 
lection for  literary  society.  He  is  mentioned  by 
Boswell,  both  in  ■'  the  Voyajge  to  tlie  Hebpdes/' 
and  in  bis  Life  of  bis 

"  Guide,  philosopher,  and  friend.*** 
'   t  >     ■  ■         - 

*  Mr.  Dempster  entertained  a  very  extraordinary  d^ree  of 
respect  for  Dr.  Johnson.  Tbi^  is  recorded  iu  the  following  man- 
ner by  Mr.  5. 

*^  Next  morning  (this  occurred  in  IJ63)  Mr.  Dempster  hap- 
pened to  call  on  me,  and  was  so  much  struct:  even  with  the  imper- 
fect accoimt  which  I  gave  him  of  Dr.  Johnson's  conversation,  that 
to  his  honour  be  it  recorded,  when  I  complained  that  drinking 
j?oj:t  and  sitting  up  latp  witU  him  affepted  my  nerves  for  some  time 
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Nor  is  this  all,  for  he  himself  may  be  justly  consi- 
dered as  a  man  of  letters,  having  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  composition. 

Since  his  retirement,  and  even  so  recently  as  the 
year  1803,  he  has  corresponded  with  the  editor  of  a 
periodical  publication,*  relative  to  the  means  of 

after,  he  said,  ^'  one  had  better  be  palsied  at  eighteen,  than  not 
keep  company  witli  such  a  man.*' 

We  have  fairly  transcribed  the  passage,  but  consider  it  as  a  mere 
jea  (tesprit,  being  certain  that  however  high  his  admiration  for  a 
man  of  talents,  Mr.  D.  would  never  have  endangered  a  paralytic 
affection  for  any  one. 

*  We  shall  here  give  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Conductor 
of  the  Farmer's  Magazine,  dated  February  9,  1803. 

^'  How  much  depends  upon  mankind  thinking  soiindly  and 
wisely  on  agricultural  topics,  which,  in  point  of  extent,  surpass 
all  others,  and  which  may  be  said  to  embrace  the  whole  surface  oi 
the  globe  we  inhabit !  I  would  still  be  more  lavish  in  my  com- 
mendation of  your  design,  were  it  not  that  I  should  thereby  indi- 
rectly make  a  panegyric  on  myself.  For  these  last  forty  years 
of  my  life,  I  have  acted  in  the  management  of  my  little  rural  con- 
cerns on  the  principles  you  so  strenuously  inculcate,  I  found  my 
few  tenants  without  leases,  subject  to  the  blacksmith  of  the  ba- 
rony J  thirled  to  its  mills  ^  wedded  to  the  wretched  system  of  out- 
field and  in  5  bound  to  pay  kain,  and  perform  personal  services  j 
clothed  in  hodden,  and  lodged  in  hovels.  You  have  enriched  the 
Magazine  with  results  of  your  farming  excursions.  Pray  direct  one 
of  them  to  the  county  I  write  from ;  peep  in  upon  Dunichen : 
and  if  you  find  one  of  the  evils  I  have  enumerated  existing }  if 
you  can  trace  a  question,  at  my  instance,  in  a  court  of  law,  witli 
any  tenant  as  to  how  he  labours  his  farm ;  or  find  one  of  them  not 
secured  by  a  lease  of  nineteen  years  at  least  and  his  life,  the  barony 
shall  be  yburs.  You  will  find  me  engaged  in  a  controversy  of  the 
most  amicable  kind  with  Lord  Carrington,  defending  the  freedom 
of  the  English  tenants  from  the  foolish  restrictions  with  wliicU 
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tBeliorating  the  situation  of  his  native  country^  b/ 
agricultural  improyements^  and  indeed  one  of  the 

their  industry  is  shackled,  prohibitions  to  break  up  meadow  land, 
to  sow  flax,  to  plant  tobacco,  &c.  &c.,  all  imposed  bj  foolish  fear^ 
or  by  ignorance,  and  confirmed  by  the  selfish  views  of  land  stew-^ 
ards,  who  naturally  wish  the  dependence  of  farmers  on  their  will 
and  pleasure.  God  knows,  Scotland  is  physically  barren  enough, 
situated  in  a  high  latitude,  composed  of  ridges  of  high  mountains  ; 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  moral  causes  contribute  still  more  to  its  sterility. 
I  urge  the  zealous  prosecution  of  your  labours,  as  a  general  change 
of  system  and  sentiment  is  only  to  be  affected  slowly :  your  max- 
ims are  destined  first  to  revolt  mankind,  and,  long  after,  to  reform 
them.  There  never  was  a  less  successful  apostle  than  I  have  been. 
In  a  mission  of  forty  years,  I  cannot  boast  of  one  convert.  I  stiU 
find  the  tenants  of  my  nearest  neighbours  and  my  best  friends,  cut- 
ting  down  the  laird's  com,  while  their  own  crops  are  imperiously 
calling  for  their  sickles.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  rotations  you 
suggest ;  and  as  those  topics  are  very  favourite  ones  with  me,  they 
occupy  no  small  portion  of  my  leisure  moments. 

'^The  Highland  Society  being  silent  on  the  subject  of  the  emi- 
gration of  the  Highlanders  who  are  gone,  going,  and  preparing  to 
go  in  whole  clans,  c>in  only  be  accounted  for  by  those  who  are 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  Highlands  than  I 
pretend  to  be.  One  would  think  the  society  were  disciples  of 
Pinkerton,  who  says,  the  best  thing  we  could  do  wonld  be  to  get 
Tid  entirely  of  the  whole  Celtic  tribe,  and  people  their  country  with 
inhabitants  frt)m  the  low  country.  How  little  does  he  know  the 
valour,  the  frugality,  the  industry  of  those  inestirhable  people  !  or 
of  their  attachment  to  their  friends  and  country !  I  would  not  give 
^  little  Highland  child  for  ten  of  the  highest  Highland  moutitains 
in  all  Lochaber.  With  proper  encouragement  to  its  present  in- 
habitants, the  next  century  might  see  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
cultivated  to  its  summits,  like  Wales  or  Switzerland,  its  vallies 
teeming  with  soldiers  for  our  land  army,  its  bays,  lakes  and  fi-iths 
with  seamen  for  our  navy.  But  tiiis  is  a  long  chapter.  A  Romatf 
Drator  gays,  arms  must  giye  way  to  the  gown-p-A  modem  orator 
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volumes  of  iliitt  work  has  been  recenily  dedicated 
to  him. 

Mr.  Dempster  now  resides  constantly  at  Dunni- 
ehen-bouse^  in  the  parish  of  the  same  name>  which 
is  situate  in  the  county  of  Forfar.  Approaching 
pear  to  that  time  of  life  which  will  cla^s  him  among 
the  Octogenariojis,  he  can  look  back  with  satisfac* 
tion  to  the  space  that  has  already  elapsed^  and  coq* 
tcmplating  the  mprovement  and  happiness  around^ 
produced  by  the  labours  of  nearly  half  a  century, 
be  almost  exempt  from  the  reproach  of  the  great 

fBigbt  say,  with  ngiore  truth,  aims  must  give  waj  to  the  wool  the 
gown  is  niadc  of, 

*'  At  the  lieight  of  four  hundred  het  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
isind  ten  miles  removed  from  it,  1  dare  not  venture  on  spring  wheat, 
but  I  have  had  one  advantage  from  my  elevation,  my  autumn 
wheat  has  been  covered  with  snow  most  of  the  winter,  through 
which  its  green  shoots  p^ep  very  prettily.    J  have  sometimes  be- 
lieved that  this  h^rdy  grain  ^  better  calculated  for  our  cold  climate 
than  is  generally  thought,  if  sown  on  well  cleaned  and  dunged 
land,  very  early,  perhaps  by  the  end  of  September,  so  as  to  be  in 
icar  wh^n  we  get  oqr  short  scorch  of  heat  from  15  July  to  15 
August^  and  to  profit  by  it.    I  was  pleased  with  your  recom* 
mending  married  farn^-servants.    }  don't  value  mine  a  rush  till 
they  marry  the  lass  they  like.    On  my  %m  of  1!}0  acres,  I  can 
diew  such  a  crop  of  thriving  human  stock  as  delights  me.    From 
five  to  seven  years  of  age,  they  gather  my  potatoes  at  Id.  2d.  and 
3d.  per  day,  and  the  sight  of  such  a  joyous  busy  field  of  industrious 
happy  creatures  revives  my  old  age.    Our  (Jairy  fattens  them  like 
pigs  J  our  cupboard  is  their  apotbecary*s  shop  j  and  the  old  caster 
clothes  of  the  family,  by  the  industry  of  their  mothers,  look  liko 
birthday  suits  on  them.    Some  of  them  attend  die  groom  to  water 
^s  Worses ;  some  the  carpenter  s  shop,  and  all  go  to  the  parisi| 
^hool  in  the  winter  time  whenever  they  c^  cr^wl  the  length." 
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Remftn^  wbo  wad  pleased  to  exclaim,  '^  that  he  had 
lost  a  day  !"  Within  that  space  of  time  he  ha« 
drained  the  moss  of  Punnichen,  and  besides  adding 
to  the  cultivated  surface  of  his  estate^  has  been  re*' 
warded  with  an  abundance  of  marl/  situate  nearly 
400  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  Peat  Bog 
of  Resteneth^  consisting  of  ^out  70  acres,  ha^s  at  a 
later  period  been  subdued,  and  marl  to  the  amount 
of  about  14,000/.  dug  from  its  bottom  in  the  space 
of  fourteen  years. 

Within  a  short  distance  of  the  family  mansion, 
the  village  of  !Letham  has  risen  as  if  by  magic,  at 
|iis  bidding.  He  hd^^feued  out  the  land  to  the  sons 
of  toil,  and  there  is  already  to  be  found  a  stamp* 
pffice  and  a  weekly  market,  for  the  sale  of  yarn  and 
|i>rown  Unea  manufactures,  which  he  has  zealously 
exerted  himself  to  promote. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  amidst  objects  of 
^perior  import,  that  he  was  the  first  to  teach  his 
pountrymen  to  pack  their  fresh  salmon  in  ice,  both 
pf  which  commodities  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  me* 
tropolis  of  the  epapire, 

But  it  is  ^most  peculiar  to  this  celebrated  man^ 
^hat  those  schemes  in  which  he  has  failed,  are  to 
the  full  as  beneficent,  and  but  for  a  rare  occurrence 
of  events^  equally  practicable,   and  perhaps  still 


*  This  is  produced  by  the  deposition  of  innumerable  shells, 
v^ith  the  rich  animal  substances  contained  within  them.  These 
fchiefly  aaisist  of  the  ''  Helix  Animal  I^max,"  and  thd  **  Tellina, 
^^40^  Tethy^*'  of  Linnmis, 
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more  meritorious,  than  those  in  which  he  has  suc- 
ceeded ! 

'*  Omnibus  qui  patriam  conservaverint,  adjuverint,  auxerinf, 
certus  est  in  coelo  &  definitus  locus,  ubi  beati  aevo  sempiterno 
fhoantur.  "—Cecera,  Som.  Scip, 


MARQUIS  OF  LOTHIAN, 

KNIGHT   OF  THE  THISTLE,    &C.    &C. 

THERE  are  a  few  well-known  faces,  which  be- 
come by  degrees  familiar  to  individuals,  and  after 
a  superficial  acquaintance  of  thirty  or  forty  years, 
are  in  some  measure  interesting,  if  not  dear  to  the 
public.^  Let  any  one,  long  accustomed  to  a  town 
life,  (if  such  a  person  can  be  supposedio  possess  any 
sentiment ! )  be  asked,  if  he  does  not  in  the  course 
€f  time  acquire  a  habit  of  contemplating  certain 
persons,  with  whom,  perhaps,  he  has  never  inter- 
changed a  single  word,  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  complacency  ?  Does  he  not  behold,  with  the  re- 
turn of  every  winter,  a  few  men  of  fashion,  beyond 
the  middle  term  of  life,  whom  he  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  meet  for  a  series  of  yea^rs,  in  St.  James's- 
street,  Pall-niall,  or  New  Bond-street,  and  does  not 
their  re-appearance,  after  their  summer's  excursion, 
gladden  his  cheek,  and  impress  his  heart  with  a 
certain  degree  of  satisfaction  ?  Yes !  and  if  both 
the  parties  reciprocally  possessed  but  that  degree  of 
good-nature,  which  the  French  denominate  6o?^- 
hommie,  they  would  bow  tQ  each  oth^r  at  Paris^ 
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converse  in  Philadelphia^,  and  in  all  p(robability 
sliake  hands  ^t  Constantinople,  or  Canton ! 

The  writer  of  the  present  article  finds  hiipself 
exactly  in  this  predicament,  and  when  an  old  dow- 
ager, or  an  aged  nobleman  or  gentleman,  whom  he 
has  been  accustomed,  for  a  series  of  years,  to  see 
either  driving  or  walking  about  the  metropolis, 
goes  off  the  stage,  he  feels  the  same  kind  of  dis- 
agreeable sensation,  ^.s  one  of  our  modern  Galileos, 
when,  with  his  glass  adjusted  to  the  proper  focus, 
and  firmly  fixed  on  its  moveable  axis,  he  sweeps 
the  heavens  in  vaia  for  a  last  look  at  a  new  comet, 
which  has  just  sunk,  perhaps  for  ever,  below  the 
horizon. 

For  many  years  he  had  beheld  in  all  fashionable 
places,  a  nobleman  small  in  stature,  but  well  made, 
with  a  star  on  his  left  breast,  and  the  roses  still 
unaccountably  blooming  on  cheeks  that  had  expe- 
rienced the  rigors  of  many  northern;  winters.  He 
was  accustomed  to  meet  him  constantly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  James's,  with  a  smart  cocked 
hat,  finely  plumed,  a  wig  carefully  dressed  in  the 
extremity  of  the  fashion,  a  coat  embroidered  so  as  to 
prove  suitable  to  an  officer  of  cavalry,  and  a  pair  of 
boots  which  reflected  every  object  around  with 
such  precision,  that  the  then  adjutant  of  his  own 
regiment,  or  one  of  our  modern  Adonis's,  might 
have  contemplated  his  own  handsome  face  in  it, 
without  the  aid  of  a  mirror  !  At  Covent  Garden  or 
Drury  Lane,  this  same  General  was  usually  to  be 
seen  in  the  King's  box ;  and  at  every  review  of  the 
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borse  guards^  the  same  handsome  little  mtit^  mount*^ 
ed  on  a  foamiog  charger^  with  rich  housings^  -waflf 
always  present  in  Hyde  Park. 

After  enjoying  this  siglu  for  many  years>  a  suS^ 
den  eclipse  took  place^  and  he  was  extremely  mor^ 
tifiedj  on  the  return  of  several  succeeding  winters^ 
as  well  as  on  the  re-appearance  of  as  many  springs, 
that  this  gay  and  gaudy  tulip  no  longer  lifted  its 
head  in  the  parterre  of  fashion.    At  lengthy  after 
a    Tariety    of   fruitless   enquiries^    while    riding 
through  an  obscure  town  in  Hampsliire>  he  acci^ 
dentally  beheld  the  same  person,  the  same  star,  and 
the  same  blooming  countenance,  at  the  window  of 
a  genteel  house,  and  as  he  is  not  always  master  of 
his  own  impulses,  he  involuntarily  stretched  out 
his  hand  to  his  heaver,  and  bowing  with  a  certain 
degree  of  respectful  diflSdence,  experienced  a  very 
courtly  salutation  in  return;   so  that  the  whole 
scene,  although   it  consisted  only  of  dumb-skew, 
which,  translated  into  intelligible  English,  seemed 
to  say,  ^'  Good  Heavens  !  after  so  many  years  ab- 
sence, we  have  met  once  more  !'*  There  was  neither 
look  nor  gesture  that  seemed  to  intimate  a  plain 
truth—"  and,  indeed>  we  are  both  somewhat  worse 
for  wear/' 

The  nobleman  of  whom  we  are  about  to  treat  in 
the  following  brief  memoir,  is  descended  from  a 
very  ancient  and  illustrious  family.  The  Kerrs,  or 
Kers,  are  supposed  to  have  come  originally  from 
Normandy,  and  to  have  settled  first  in  the  county 
of  liancaster.     From  Kerr,  of  Kerr-Hall,  in  that 
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district,  descended  two  brothers,  Ralpb  and  Robert, 
who  had  large  possessions  in  the  county  of  Rox- 
burgh, who,  about  the  time.of  David  II  *  king  of 
Scotland,  constituted  the  two  branches  of  Cessford 
and  Ferniherst. 

Robert  having  obtained  from  the  monarch  the 
lands  of  Oultoborn,  lying  near  the  river  of  Beau- 
mont, became  ancestor  to  the  Dukes  of  Roxburgh.f 
From  the  other  branch,  or  that  of  Ferniherst,  de- 
scended Mark  Kerr,  created  Earl  of  Lothian,  by 
James  1.  in  1609,  and  his  grand-daughter  and 
heir  having  married  Sir  William  Kerr,  son  and 
heir  of  Robert  Earl  of  Ancram,  his  son  Robert,  ia 
1701,  was  created  Marquis  of  Lothian,  by  William 
IIIJ 

The  most  noble  John  William  Kerr,  Marquis 
and  Earl  of  Lothian,  &c.  &c.  &c.  was  born  ia 
1737  ;  his  father  was  the  Earl  of  Ancram,  and  his 
mother  Lady  Louisa  D'Arcy,  only  daughter  of  the 
£arl  of  Holdernesse. 

Uniting  high  rank  with  a  small  fortune,  this 
young  nobleman,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  made 
choice  of  the  military  profession.  He  accordingly 
obtained  a  pair  of  colours  in  the  army ;  and  as  be 
possessed  a  good  person,  joined  to  a  handsome  face, 

*  Circ.  A.  D.  1340. 
t  The  estates  of  tbis  noble  family  are  at  present  in  litigation,  an 
appeal  havfng  been  made  from  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  sessioa 
in  behalf  of  Sir  James  Innes  Kerr,  first  grandson  of  Lady  Mar* 
garet. 

t  Edmondson's  Peerage,  p.  isg-go-gi. 
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and  had  improved  his  maimers  by  foreign  travel^ 
Lord  Newbottle  was  considered  one  Of  the  most 
fiiscinating  young  men  of  that  day. 

After  acquiring  the  rank  of  captain  of  infantry, 
the  successful  wars,  supposed  in  part  to  be  occasion- 
ed by  the  rapid  movements  of  Frederick  the  Great, 
produced  a  great  change  in  the  English  service, 
and,  indeed,  in  that  of  all  Europe.  Colonel  Elliot, 
afterwards  better  known  by  the  name  of  Liord 
Heathfield,  the  gallant  governor  of  Gibraltar,  ac- 
cordingly, in  17i^9,  determined  on  eflfecting  an  in- 
novation, and  for  this  purpose  obtained  a  letter  of 
service  to  levy  a  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  called 
at  that  period  the  First,  and  since,  his  Majesty's, 
or  the  Fifteenth. 

Lord  Newbottle,  who  by  this  time  had  obtained 
a  company  of  foot,  as  has  been  already  observed, 
was  preferred  about  the  same  period  to  a  troop  in 
the  newly-raised  corps,  and,  if  we  mistake  not 
greatly,  the  present  Governor  of  Chelsea  Hospital 
^General  Sir  David  Dundas,  K.  B.),  who  has  since 
distinguished  himself  in  a  variety  of  ways,  particu- 
larly by  his  ''  Principles  of  Military  Movements, 
chiefly  applicable  to  Infantry,''  was  another  of  the 
Captains.  With  this  celebrated  regiment,  we  be- 
lieve, both  of  these  officers  went  to  Germany,  and 
served  under  Prince  Ferdinand  ;  they  also  assisted 
in  some  of  the  expeditions  to  the  coast  of  France, 
which,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  great  abilities 
of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  proved  of  but  little  ser- 
vice.   In  1761  he  was  promoted  a  licutena*it-co- 
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louel  in  the  12tli  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and 
in  1762,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty ; 
live,  this  young  nobleman  married  Miss  Fortescue, 
niece  to  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  whose  descend- 
ant has  lately  become  Marquis  of  Wellesley,  and 
by  this  lady  he  had  no  less  than  eight  children,  of 
whom  three  were  sons,  and  five  daughters. 

In  1767,  in  consequence  of  the  den»ise  of  his 
grandfather.  Lord  Newbottle  became  Earl  of  An- 
,  cram,  and  on  the  28ih  of  April,  1775,  by  his  fa-^ 
ther's*  death,  lie. obtained  the  title  of  Marquis  of 
Lothian.  About  this  time  the  family  sustained  a 
great  loss,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of 
Newbottle  Abbey  by  fire>  a  venerable  and  ancient 
xpile  of  building,  wjiich  recalled  the  memory  of  past 
ages,  the  pristine  magnificence  of  monastic  institu- 
tions^ and  the  former  grandeur  in  wUich  the  house, 
of  Lothian  was  accustomed  to  live;,  in  Scotland. 

In  1777,  while  a  major-generaL  the  MarquiS: 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  first  regiment 
of  horse-guards ;  in  1782  he  was  promoted  a  lieu-; 
tenant-general,  and  in  1796,  a  ^neral.  In  1778 
he  was  nominated  one  of  the  sixteen  Peers  of 
Scotland;    at  the  general  election  in  1780,    his 


*  That  nobleman,  also  an'officer,  was  returned  a  burgess  for 
the  borough  of  Richmond,  to  the  llth  and  12th  parliaments  of 
Great  Britain  (1734  and  1762).  The  marquis,  as  well  as  his  son, 
obtained  the  green  ribband. 

1808-1809.  « 
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lordship  was  left  out^  but  was  retturaed  aguB  ia 
178*. 

During  this  Parliament,  the  unfortunate  illness 
of  his  Majesty  occasioned  long  and  violent  discus- 
sions in  both  Houses  ;  but  unluckily  for  Lord  Lo' 
thian^  he  dared  to  think  for  himself^  and  voted 
against  the  ministry  on  all  the  divisions  relative  to 
the  regency  bill.  The  consequences  were  equally 
nuexpected  and  disagreeable ;  for  his  lordship  was 
dismissed  from  his  command  of  the  first  regiment 
of  horse-guards,  which  certainly,  in  the  confined 
state  of  his  fortune,  was  a  severe,  and,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many,  !an  unmerited  punishment,  j^uico 
that  period,  the  Marquis's  name  has  also  been 
omitted  in  the  list  of  the  sixteen  Peers.  He  hat 
obtained,  however,  the  colonelcy  of  the  eleyontb 
light  dragoons.^ 

This  noble  lord  lost  his  lady  in  i7S7,  at  vrhicli 
time  he  had  no  less  than  five  unmarried  daughters ; 
and  on  these  his  Majesty  is  said  to  have  ^aeiouidy 
settled  a  pension. 

Since  that  epoch,  his  lordship  his  resided  ahnoflt 
entirely  in  the  country.  Of  late  years,  be  has 
diosen  the  town  of  Farnham  for  the  place  of  hii 
ahodiij  3tnd  he  dwells  there  in  great  privacy,  and 
devoid  of  any  pomp.  ' 

Although  it  may  he  now  said,  that  '^  Othello's 
occupatiQD's  jgoxie/'  yet,  such  is  the  Ibrce  pf  habits 
that  we  understand  this  nobleman  is  daily  dressed^ 

*  He  received  t)ie  command  of  this  regiment  Oct.  23,  179S. 
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poi?irdered^  and  equipped^  as  if  iTor  the  parade>  al^ 
though  threescore  and  one  yeafs  haye  passed  over 
bis  bead.  May  many  guoimei!  suns  still  ejilivem 
bis  existence^  and  may  the  rigours  of  winter  be 
softened^  so  as  to  prolong  the  life  of  this  noble  ve*^ 
teran^  who  id  now  tenth  on  the  list  of  Grenerals  id 
tbe  British  service. 


THE  COCHRANES. 


1.  THE  EARL  OF*  DUNDONALD. 

*'  Virtute  et  labore  !'* 

THE  head  of  the  family  of  which  We  are  noW 
thoMt  to  treaty  has  constantly  displayed  a  love  of  sci^ 
entific  pursuits^  and^  like  many  other  ccilebrated  men^ 
has  contributed  to  ihe  improvement  of  his  countryi 
apd  the  advanc^ement  of  usefbl  knowledge^  irithouf 
enridiing  himself  Indeed>  it  may  be  fairly  addedi 
that  few  individuals  of  the  present  day^  have  ef- 
f^ei&i  more  for  the  community^  or  profited  less  in 
respect  t^  themselves  :  the  fact  is^  that  he  has  hurt 
hlg  own  private  fortune  by  speculations  which 
have  proved  eminently  advantageous  to  others^  and 
res^ned  that  tibie^  and  those  talents^  to  the  public^ 
which  would  have  proved  highly  beneficial^  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  if  they  had  beeii  origi- 
nally confined  to  the  management  and  improvement 
of  his  own  estate. 

t2 
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The  noble  family,  of  which  the  Eiarl  of  Dando- 
nald  is  the  representative,  according  to  *  Edmond- 
8on,  took  its  surname  from  Ihe^barony  of  Cochrane, 
in  Renfrewsfiire,  North  Britain,  wliere  it  an  pears 
to  have  been  of  great  antiquity.  Althougb  his  ao* 
eestors  did  not  attain  the  dignity  of  the  peerage,  until 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  )et  tliev  had  been  barons  of 
some  distinction  for  ^many  centuries  before,  and 
doubtless  enjoyed  certain  feudal  rights  formerly 
exercised  in  Scotland^  such  as  pot  and  gallows,  &c. 
which,  thanks  to  the  better  system  now  prevalent, 
can  no  longer  be  claimed  by  individuals,  however 
rich,  or  however  powerful. 

William  Cochrane,  a  chieftain  who  possessed* 
some  power  and  renown  in  his  time,  left  but  one 
child,  Elizabeth,*  who  Mas  married  to  Alexander 
Blair,  which  is  the  proper  family  name  at  this  day, 
and  by  him  had  seven  sons.  William,  the  seeood 
of  these,  was  created  Baron  Cochrane,  in  1647,  by 
the  fir9t>  and  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Earl 
Dundonald,  in  1669,  by  the  second  Charles.  From 
his  eldest  son  descended  seven  Earls  of  Dundotoald, 
but  that  branch  became  extinct  in  1758,  by  the.de- 
mise  of  William,  a  bachelox,  who  was  killed  at  the 
capture  of  Cape  Breton.  On  this,  the  honours 
a^d  estates  devolved  on  Thomas^  the  father  of  the 
preaent  peer,  he  being  descended  from  Johi^  the 
younger,  son  of  the  first  Earl. 


*  See  the  ''  Present  Peierage,"  p.  224. 
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Archibald  Co^chrane^  Earl  of .  Duhdonald,  was 
born  about  the  year  1744.  As  his  family  was  dis- 
tinguished rather' by  its  honours  tlian  its  wealth,  ft 
was  intended  that  he  should  be  bred  in  the  navy. 
He  accordingly  served  as  a  midshipman^  on  the  quar- 
ter deck  of  a  ship  commanded  by  one  of  his  country- 
men, the  late  Captain  Siair  Douglas  *  He  was  af- 
terwards stationed  on  board  a  vessel  on  the  coast  of 
Guinea,  as  an  ac^mg  Lieutena^nt,  and  we  have  been 
informed,  that  even  then  he  displayed  a  certain  de- 
gree of  talent,  and  that  too  of  a  species  not  fre- 
quently met  with  on  board  a  man  of  war'.  He  was 
also  noticed  for  a  peculiarity  which  we  have  never 
•  witnessed,  or  indeed  heard  of,  in  a  warm  climate, 
and  that  is,  the  custom  of  appearing  constantly, 
except  on  duty,  without  a  hat,  which  practice,  "he 
contended,  kept  the  head  cool;  but  of  this  we 
must  beg  leave  to  entertain  doubts.  It  is  but  fair 
to  remark,  however;  that  the  death  of  the  late  gal- 
lant admiral  Lord  Hugh  Seymour,  in  the  West  In- 
dies, has  been  attributed,  by  many  professional  men, 
to  the  wearing  of  an  enormous  gold  laced,  or  as  the 
sailors  term  it,  iron-bound  hat,  which  produced  the 
disease  that  proved  fatal  to  him. 
.  Be  this  as  it  may.  Lord  Cochrane,  for  so  hc'was 
then  termed,  did  not  continue  many  years  in  the 

"  ■■■   ■  J  II  I.      ■  .  .1      .■■III      '■!  .1      » ■  I     II  I*  m. 

f  Hq  was  rejated  }:o  ihe  bouse  of  Queensberry,  and  obtained 
the  rank  of  post  captain.  May  29,  1762.  Captain  Douglas  was 
an  officer  of  the  old  school,  gallant,  and  brave,  but  greatly  ad- 
dicted to  swearing,  notwithstanding  which,  it  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  he  would  never  proceed  to  sea  without  a  chaplain. 
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naval  sercice^  fbr  soon  after  his  teturn  (Qfetbbcr  7, 
1774),  he  married  Miss  Anne  Gilchrist,  daughto 
to  a  ci^tain  in  the  royal  navj,  hy  whom  he  bad  no 
less  than  jfite  sons,*  two  of  whom  are  now  officers 
in  the  royal  navy,  and  two  in  the  army. 

In  1778,  by  the  demise  of  his  father,  his  lordship 
succeeded  to  the  family  honours ;  in  1784,  lie  lost 
liis  first  wife,  and  in  1788,  he  married  Mrs.  Majne, 
a  widow  lady,  by  whom  he  has  not  had  any  issue. 

While  some  of  the  Earl  of  Dundcwild's  famfly 
were  actuated  by  the  laudable  motive  of  augmest- 
ing  a  scanty  patrimony  in  the  East,  and  oAers  were 
pursuing  the  road  to  fortune  in  the  West  Indic^fe 
himself  determined  to  strike  out  a  new  path  to 
fame. 

There  arc  many  instances  in  former  times,  of  fliett 
of  the  highest  rank  in  this  country  attaching  tljeift' 
selves  to  those  pursuits  which  tend  to  the  glory  rf 
a  great,  and  the  prosperity  of  a  commercial  natiofl. 
Prince  Rupert,  the  nephew  of  Charles  I.  a^^ 
conducting  himself  with  ability,  both  as  a  genefal 
and  an  admiral,  retired  to  Windsor  Castle,  of  which 
he  was  governor,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  third  Dutch 

*  1.  L9rd  Cochrane,  oiyvhcm  mention  will  be  made  hereafter, 
|S  a  post  captain^ 

2.  the  Hon.  Archibald  Cochrane,  obtained  the  same  rank  id 
fhe  royal  navy,     ^ 

3 .  The  Hon.  Sasii  Cochrane,  has  been  lieutenant-colonel  of  *« 
*6th  foot,  sbce  180(5. 

4.  The  Hdn.  WUiiarii  Erskine  Cochrane,  was  for  ipany)^^ 
an  officer  iti  the^ragoom. 
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Vi^y  and  spent  a  great  portion  of  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  the  prosecution  of  chemical  and  philo- 
sophical experiments^  as  well  as  in  the  pi'actice  of 
the  mechanic  arts. 

He  is  mentioned  by  several  authors  with  applause^ 
on  account  of  his  skill  in  paintings  and  is  allowed 
to  have  been  the  discoverer  of  engraving  in  mezzo-s 
tinto.  He  took  great  delight  in  making  locks  for 
fire-arms^  and  was  the  inventor  of  the  composition 
called  after  him  Prince's  metal.  He  also  commu- 
nicated to  the  Royal  Society  his  improvements  in 
the  art  of  making  gunpowder,  by  means  of  which 
its  force  was  augmented  ten  fold. 

In  addition  to  these,  he  contrived  an  engine  for 
raising  water ;  produced  a  gun  fqr  the  discharge  of 
several  bullets  at  the  same  time,  communicated  a 
new  method  of  blowing  up  subterraneous  rocks, 
and  found  out  a  mode,  by  means  of  which  black  lead 
might  be  run  like  a  metal  in  a  moulds  His  I{igh- 
nesk  was  also  a  great  promoter  of  the  commerce  to 
Africa^-e^not  the  disgraceful  trafi^c  in  men — but  in 
gold  dust  and  eleplianta'  teeth-^^and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the?  Council  of  Trade,  It  was  in  conse- 
quence of  his  solicitations,  that  the  Hudson^s  Bay 
company  was  erected,  and  a  considerable  opening 
at  the  east  side  of  that  CQast^  was  named  after  him, 
ilupert's  River. 

To  coqclude ;  a  little  bofq^e  his  Heath,  which  oc- 
curred ou  the  29th  of  November,  1682,  at  his  house 
in  Spring  Gardens,  ^fter  he  had  attained  his  grand 
climacteric,  the  Prince  was  concerned  in  the  pa- 
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tent  for  '^  nealed  cannon  in  a  glass-house/*'  vihifk 
although  it  does  not  appear  to  have  succeeded.  Be- 
tertheless  proves  that  he- was  eager  on  all  occasions, 
to  contribute  to  the  interest  of  a  country,  to  the 
constitution  and  liberties  of  which  he  was  greatlj 
attached,  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 

Still  nearer  to  our  own  times,  George  Parker, 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  was  not  only  a  distinguished 
uiathematician,  but  to  him  was  reserved  the  honour 
"of  correcting  the  Julian  calendar,  and  regulatiflg 
the  style.  Anterior  to  this  period,  the  mootts 
were  not  correspondent  to  the  seasons,  while  every 
bill  of  exchange,  drawn  either  in,  or  upon  any  other 
state  of  Europe,  Russia  only  excepted,  carried  a 
gross  anachronism  on  the  face  of  it. 

Nor  ought  the  name  of  John  Lord  Napier  of 
Marchiston,  to  be  forgotten  in  this  list  of  men  enno- 
bljQ^  by  nature,  and  endowed  with  powers  so  heoe- 
ficial  to  mankind ;  for  it  is  to  him  that  navigation 
is  indebted  for  its  best  aid,  and  that  the  Tyro  is 
enabled  now  to  perform,  what  the  veteran  prac- 
titioner could  only  achieve,  and  that  too,  not  with- 
out difficulty^  anterior  to  his  day. 

The  subject  of  the  present  article  also  lays  claim 
io  consideration,  on  the  score  of  practical  utility. 
One  of  the  first  inventions  pnbltshed  by  this  noble- 
man, was  intimately  connected  with  the  safety  of 
the  British  navy,  the  extension  of  our  mercantile 
speculation^,  and  the  advantage  of  the  great  pro- 
prietors of  estates  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
iidted  kingdom.     While  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  h^ 
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had  perceived,  that  both  King's  ships,  and  thoib 
so  unworthily  epriployed  under  the  name  o{  Guinea- 
men,  were  subject  to  be  worm^aten  in  a  very  short 
space  of  time,  and  indeed  instances  had* occurred 
in  some  of  the  great  rivers,  where  vessels  ii|  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  were  declared  not  to  be 
"^^  sea  worthy." 

To  remedy  such  a  grievance,  became  a  particular* 
object  of  his  study,  and  he  at  last  hit  upon  an  ex- 
pedient, which  promised  to  be  attended  with  the 
most  brilliant  success,  both  in  a  national '  and  pro- 
fitable point  of  view.  It  was  his  lordship's  opinion, 
that  an  extract  from  coal,  in  the  shape  and  consistence 
of  tar,  would  prove  effectual  to  thiB  end  proposed^ 
and  after  a  variety  of  trials,  it  was  at  length  found 
to  answer.  Byway  of  a  finaV experiment,  an  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  States  General,  and,  a 
guard-ship  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  one  of  thp 
great  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  sea  in 
Holland,  had  her  bottom  payed  (to  make  use  of  a 
naval  term),  with  this  composition.  As  that  por- 
tion of  the  coast  bred  the  worm  so  destructive  to 
pavigation,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  result,  ff 
favourable,  was  likely  to  prove  fu^y  satisfactory, 
and  indeed  it  proved  highly  honourdble  to  the 
noble  projector,  for  on  the  return  of  the  vessel  info 
port,  the  keel,  and  all  the  streaks  below,  as  well 
as  above  water  mark,  were  found  te  be  sound  and 
substantial.  A  certificate  was  accordingly  granted, 
and  a  similar  trial  made  on  a  decked  boat,  stationed 
attheNore;    but  although  the  result  of  this  was 
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i^lso  found  decisire^  and  a  patent  was  actualljroV 
tainedj  yet  Lord  Dundonald  ultimately  reaped  no 
profit  whatsoeyer^  but  incurred  a  real  and  sub- 
stantial loss. 

Aj3  the  small,  or  refuse  coals  were  equally  good 
as  thebest^  warehouses  and  proper  buildings  for 
carrying  on  the  process,  were  erected  at  Newcastle; 
-however,  either  the  prejudice  existing  against  in- 
novation, or  the  general  adoption  of  copper  sheath- 
i^^  rendered  that  speculation  in  a  great  measure 
abortive ;  so  that  the  coal  tar  is  now  only  used  as  a 
eheap,  but  efficacious,  covering  for  out^houscs, 
#beds,  and  fences. 

•  It  is  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  process  alladed  to  abofc, 
th^  the  general  results  of  carbonisation,  which  form  the  basis  of 
one  <tf  the  great  naodern  joint  stock  companies,  could  not  hare 
escaped  the  potice  of  the  Earl  of  Dundonald. 

The  following  account  of  the  practical  application  to  purposes  of 
teal  life,  may  be  deemed  curious  by  some,  and  is  therefore  sub* 
j(^ned. 

"  Frederick  Albert  Wiifeor,  formerly  of  Che^de,  LoBdefi, 
but  now  of  Pali-Mall,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1804,  obtained  a  pa- 
tent for  '  an  improved  oven,  stove,  or  apparatus,  for  the  pur-? 
t)se  of  extracting  air,  oil,  pitch,  tar,  and  other  acids,  ,froni>  and 
ducing  into  coke  and  charcoal,  all  kinds  of  iuel,  and  which  iJ 
also  applicable  to  various  oth<5r  purposes.     " 

"  A  metal,  bnek,  pr  earthen  stone,  oven,  retort,  or  v^sKh  to^ 
so  constructed  as  to  reduce  by  means  of  fire  and  heat;  all  raw  M 
of  any  kind  into  coke  and  charcoal,  without  afly,  or  at  least  W 
little  consumption  of  the  fuel  -,  by  which  operation,  the  smoW 
being  contracted,  is  thus  conducted  through  coM  water,  ot  air, 
into  a  condenser,  which,  after  being  sufficiently  cooled  or  purifico» 
i»  resolved  into  t^,  pitch,  oil,  apid  ftmmooia;,  and  inflammahl* 
gas^  or  air. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BARL  OF  DUN0ONAL0.  8S3 

^*  TbU  inaj  serve  ia  a  four^fold  sense : 

*'  1.  To  heat  any  ressel. 

''  2*  To  heat  another  vessel  by  means  of  the  hot  smoke. 

^'  3.  To  heat  a  third  by  means  of  the  inflammable  air  or  gas, 
made  by  smoke. 

*'  And  4thly,  To  heat  a  fourth  vessel  by  the  Coke  or  diarcoal 
saved  by  the  principle  of  carbonisation. 

^^  The^  charcoal,  &c,  thus  saved,  may  be  employed  ; 

*'  1.  In  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder. 

'^  2.  In  the  preservation  of  vessels,  buildings,  and  railing?,  ex- 
posed to  the  weather/  from  the  effects  of  air  and  weather. 

^^  3.  In  the  manufacture  of  alum,  vitriol,  copperas,  and  white 
leadj  and  in  i:alico  priirting,  dyeing,  and  tanning. 

'^  4.  The  sails  of  ships  prepared  by  this  acid,  will  be  much 
increased  in  their  durability. 

^'  5 .  The  ammoniflfcal  products  may  be  crystallized  into  sal 
ammoniac,  camphor,  ^c. 

^^  6,  The  inflammable  gas  or  cir  being  purified  from  that  car- 
bon so  pernicious  to  respiration  and  dwellings,  may  be  led  and 
conducted  in  a  cold  state  through  tubes  of  silk,  paper,  earth,  wood, 
or  metal,  to  any  distance  in  houses,  rooms,  gardens,  places, 
parks,  and  streets  to  produce  light  and  heat.  This  principle  of 
carbonisation  and  preserving  inflammable  air,  from  raw  and  re- 
fined smoke,  is  applicable  to  all  public  and  private  illurtiinations, 
light-h(mses,  telegraphs,  and  making  signals  on  steeples,  halls, 
towns,*  mountains,  houses,  ships,  and  sea  coasts, 

^^  The  above  apparatus  and  principle  of  carbonisation,  is  ap- 
plicable to  mechanics,  hydraulics,  or  any  other  purpose  for  en- 
creasing  and  multiplying  any  force  and  power  whatsoevei-.'* 

Ia  1785,  his  lordship  published  a  work  on  "  the 
manufacture  of  salt,'"  iti  tvhich  he  recommended 
the.  refuse  as  k  manure.  Ten  years  after,  ap- 
peared a  thin  quarto  volume,  entitled  ^^  a  Trea- 
tise, shewing'^he  intimate  connection  that  subsisti 
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between  Agriculture  and  Chemistry:  addressed  ta 
the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  to  the  proprietors  of 
icns  and  *  mosses  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,'  and 
io  the  proprietors  of  West  India  estates ;  by  the 
Earl  of  I>«ndonald/* 

In  the  coui^se  of  this  work,  the  author  has  dis* 
cussed  a  iiuraber  of   miscellaneous  subjects.     On 
one  hand,  he  professes  to  held  the  new  dadrines 
propagated  in  France  in  great  abhorrence,  and  on 
the  other,  enters  into  a  variety  of  remarks  an  the 
vegetable  matter  called  pen/,  the   impolicy  of  the 
malt  tax,  the  salt  tax,  and  the  coal  tax,  as  tending, 
to  cramp  the  exertions  of  individuals ;  he  also  in- 
fers from  the  general  salubrity  and  advantage  of 
saccharine  food,  that -liorsjps  and  cattle  would  re- 
ceive more  benefit  from  malted,  tlmn  from  real  f 
grain  ;  he  affirms,  that  the  utility  of  common  salt, 
as  a  necessary*  sj^mul lis  to  digestion,  is   not  more 
obvious,  than  wben  employed  as  a  chemical  agent 
iu  the  improvement  of  lands* 

The  views  of  this  nobleinan  will  be  best  ex- 
hibited by  the  subjoined  extract :  ^       * 


*  In  the  year  1804,  the  Highland  Society,  of- Scothnd/  actu-' 
ated  by  a  similar  feeling,  offered  a  premium,  consisting  of  a  piece 
of  plate,  value  60K  for  the  best  and  most  approved  essay :  - 

"  Upon  the  properties  and  uses  of  the  peat  moss,  first  as  soil> 
and  secondly,  on  the  be^t  metliods  of  converting  it  into  manure 
illustrated  by  actual  and  authenticated  experients.'* 

t  It  would  be  unjust  to  omit,  that  a  number  of  speculative 
agriculturists,  acting  on  thia  principle,  have  actually  fatted  theii; 
cattle  in  1808,  with  treacle. 
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*'  In  the  following  pages  an  attempt  will  be  tirade  io  eicplaio^ 
on  established  principles,  the  processes  that  accorapafiy  the  cuU 
tivation  and  amelioration  of  the  soil.  This  discussion  will  come 
forward  with  peculiar  advantage  at  a  time  when  provisions  bear 
so^bigh  a  price,  and  when  individuals,  kwakening  from  the  goldea 
dreams  of  manufactures  and  of  commerce,  begin  to  see,  and  ex- 
perimentally to  feel,  that  the  prosperity  of  a  nation  cannot  be' per- 
manent, nor  its  mha'oitants  quiet  and  contented  in  their  respective 
situations,  where  agriculture  is  neglected,  and  an  unwise  prefer* 
ence  given  to  manufactures  and  commerce,  occupations  that  pro- 
duce very  ditferent  effects  on  the  bodies  and  minds  of  men,  from 
those  that  are  attendant  on  the  sober  and  healthful  employment  of 
husbandry. 

*'  By  the  adoption  of  anew  lii^e  of  investigation  exemplified  ia 
die  following  treaties,  light  has  not  only  been  thrown  on  the  ac- 
tion and  effects  of  the  manures  at  present  employed,  but  the  bscs 
of  other  substances  and  methods  of  combining  and  preparing  them 
have  been  discoverd,  from  which  there  are  just  grounds  to  believe 
a  valuable  addition  will  accrue  to  the  present  stock  of  agricultural 
knowledge. 

*^  It  will  appear  that  the  saline  and  other  substances  capable  of 
being  applied  to  promote  vegetation,  are  very  numerous.  Ey  far 
the  greater  pai  t  of  them  escaped  the  notice  of  those  who  have  made 
agriculture  their  study ;  nor  have  any  attempts  even  been  made  tc 
explain,  on  chemical  principles,  the  operation  of  the  manures  and 
substances  novtr  in  use.  Had  such  researches  been  prosecuted  to 
effect,  they  would  have  led  to  t{ie  discovery  and  application  of 
other  substances  capable  of  being  employed  with  equal,  or  perhaps  . 
superior  advantages. 

'^  The  promotion  of  agriculture  is  not  solely  fto  be  considered  as 
creating  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  food,  but  it  is  to  be  regarded 
as  morally  and  politically  conducing  to  the  true  happiness  of  man, 
by  giving  to  him  the  occupation  allotted  to  his  first  parents  5  whence 
flow  health,  social  order,  and  obedience  to  lawful  authority  ^  con- 
sequences very  different  from  those  that  are  proouced  by  the  over-  . 
driven  system  of  manufacturing,  in  which  the  indusuious  workman 
is  often  subjected  to  great  inconvenience^^  not  only  by  the  fiuc* 
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tnation  !n  the  demand  for  the  articles  he  manu&Gtures^  but  Iike« 
wise  by  a  totid  suspension  of  trade^  b/  war,  and  other  causes. 
When  ctUs  Hke  these^  which  he  has  no  power  to  avert,  press  hard 
upon  him,  he  is  frequently  rendered  desirous  of  assisting  to  bring 
/  about  any  political  change,  whereby  he  is  tempted  to  believe  that 
bis  situation  may  be  rendered  more  comfortable  3  hence  he  becomes 
unquiet,  and  to  society  a  le^s  valuable  member  than  the  husband*, 
man,  whose  occupation  does  not  expose  him  to  such  distress,  nor 
to  the  like  temptations. 

''  Whilst  the  benevolent  must  feel  for  the  hardships  to  which 
at  times  manufacturers  are  liable,  still  they  cannot  but  recollect  the 
restless  spirit  so  frequently  manifested  by  persons  of  this  description, 
even  in  the  moment  of  the  greatest  prosperity,  especially  in  towns' 
and  cities,  where,  for  the  interest  and  convenience  of  tlie  masters^ 
and  not  of  the  workmen,  they  are  collected  in  great  numbers. 

*'  To  this  assemblage  may  be  ascribed  the  dissemination  of -per- 
nicious doctrines,  by  a  few  profligate  persons,  who  are  to  be  found 
in  an  societies,  and  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  corrupt  the  good 
principles  of  the  many.  The  well  afibcted  thus  become  the  tools 
of  the  ^editi^us  and  designing. 

'*  To  such  political  evils  there  is  but  one  remedy. 
*'  That  a  preference  to  all  other  pursuits  be  given  to  agrioulture. 
*' That  the  estaWishment  of  such  branches  of  manufacture  as 
it  may  be  wise  to  encourage,  be  promoted  only  in  scattered  villages 
resembling  &e  townships  in  America.  By  this  plan  the  disieases 
of  the  body  and  the  mind  would  be  rendered  less  contagious  3  each 
individual  might,  at  a  moderate  rent,  be  supplied  not  only  with  a 
sufficient  extent  of  ground  to  enable  him  to  keep  a  cow,  and  sup- 
ply his  family  with  milk,  an  article  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
rearing  of  healthy  children,  but  also  what  more  might  be  requisite 
for  raising  potatoes  and  other  vegetables,  cultivated  at  his  leisure 
by  tie  spade,  affording  an  agreeable  and  healthful  change  to  his 
confined  and  sedentary  occupation. 

"  The  legislature  of  this  kingdom,  all  good  men,  and  aH  weH 
disposed  subjects,  are  earnestly  called  upon  to  unite  in  promoting 
the  more  complete  activation  of  the  soil  5  being  the  only  system 
by  which  the  <i6tttforts  and  thd  happiness  of  the  people  can  be  ad- 
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"w^nceA,  and  the  fi^iue  existence  of  dliiscopotiy,  as  akiiagdom^  b^ 
effectually  secured  against  foreign  foes  and  domestic  incendiane^.* 

Still  intent  on  every  thing  that  could  gratify  his 
own  turn  for  research,  or  be  productive  of  prao* 
tical  benefit,  in  1801,  Lord  Dundonald  obtained  a 
patent  ^'  for  a  method  or  methods  of  preparing  a 
substitute,  or  substitutes  for  Gura-Senegal,  ^nd 
c^er  gums,  extensively  employed  in  certain 
briuiches  of  manufacture.,'*  This  invention  con- 
sisted of  a  substitute,  formed  from  the  hitherto  ui^- 
less  class  of  plants,  denominated  lichens  by  bo- 
tanists ;  the  very  useful  ones  called  hemp  and  flax, 
and  the  bark  of  the  willo'w,  or  the  lime  tree,  are 
also  enumerated. 

Soon  after  this,  his  lordship  repaired  to  the  ma^ 
ritime  part  of  Yorkshire,  in  order  to  make  some 
,  experiments  of  a  different  kind,  for  the  benefit  of  ^ 
manufactures.  On  thi«  occasion,  the  alum-stone 
was  pitched  upon,  and  trials  made,  we  believe,  on 
the  estate  of  the  present  Lord  Dundas. 

In  1808,  the  noble  Earl  obtained  a  patent  ^'  for 
methods  of  treating  or  preparing  hemp  and  flax, 
so  as  materially  to  aid  the  operation  of  the  tools 
called  hackl€€,  in  the  division  of  the  fibre.  This 
inv^ition  chiefly  consists  in  the  removal  from  the 
vegetable  substances  just  mentioned,  not  only  the 
rind,  but  a  considerable  portion  of  the  mucilage  or 
extraneous  matter,  before  they  have  been  dressed 
for  the  spinner.  This  i$  effected  by  steeping,  ^r 
boilii^,  beating,  bruising,  crushing^  rolling,  stamp<- 
ing,  &c.  so  as  to  promote  the  solution,  or  discharge 
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of  the  mucilage*  and  the  adhesion  of  the  bark  to 
the  fibre. 

We  are  happy  to  learn   that  this  scheme  Iia3 
proved'  moie  fortunate,  although  not  more  merito- 
rious perhaps  than  those  already  alluded  to.    In 
consequence  of  it^  considerable  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  sail-cloth  for  the 
royal  navy.     Insteado  f  the  materials  being  used,  as 
formerly^  without  a  dile  and  previous  cleaosing, 
the  yarn  is  now  steeped,  bucked,  and  boiled  for 
the  loom,  and  the  Board  of  Admiralty  is  so  sensible 
af  the  advantages  resulting  from  these  processes, 
that  it  has  of  late  become  an  indispensable  article 
in  every  contract.     When  it  is  recollected,  that  the 
pprQicidus  disease  called  the  mildew  is  thus  pre- 
vented, the  additional  expence  of  six  shillings  the 
hundred  weight,  cannot  be  deemed  unreasonable*. 

We  shall  conclude  this  brief  account  of  a  noble* 
man,  whose  life  has  been  usefully  employed  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  with-the  copy  of  a  letter 
written  by  hira>  to  the  editor  of  our  daily  journals. 
It  nlay  be  necessary  to  premise,  that  during  the 
late  contest  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  it  was 

*  In  1804,  twenty-five  manufacturers  of  sail-cloth,  &:c.  inEoS" 
land,  and  forty-three  in  North  Britain,  &c.  agreed  under  certain 
penalties,  to  furnish  government  with  147,280  bolts  of  canvas, 
from  forty  to  forty-five  yards  long  each,  and  merchant  vessels 
ai'fe  beginning  to  adopt  the  same  plan.  Warrington,  K-irkham, 
Lancaster,  Whitehaven,  Stockton,  Whitby,  and  Hull,  were  the 
seats  of  the  manufecture  in  England,  and  the  towns  of  Dw^t 
Aberdeen^  Montrose,  and  Brechin,  in  Scotland. 
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«irged  merely  for  election  purposes,  that  the  nohle 
Earl  was  lying  at  the  point  of  deaths  so  as  to  ren* 
der  the  votes  given  to  hi»  son  of  no  avail,  it  be- 
ing evident,  in  case  of  the  demise  of  his  father, 
thai  thereby  becoming  a  Scotch  peer,  he  would  of 
course  be  rendered  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  To  defeat  such  a  palpable  misre«- 
presentation,  the  following  good-humoured  letter 
was  transmitted : 

Sir,  London^  Nov.  24,  I8O7. 

On  perusing  your  Paper  of  this  date,  I  was  very  much  surprised 
to  find  that  you  had  represented  my  state  of  health  to  be  so  bad, 
that  my  life  was  despaired  of.  I  assure  you.  Sir,  that  I  never  en- 
joyed better  health ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  outlive  all 
the  members  and  candidates  for  Westminster,  excepting  my  son. 
Lord  Cochrane.  As  you  seem  to  take  a  particular  interest  in  my 
st^te  of  health,  you  shall  be  duly  informed  by  me  when  my  life  is 
despaired  of* — ^Information  as  to  my  demise  you  cannot  well  e^-> 
pect  to  receive  from  me. — You  will  oblige  me  l)y  giving  this  letter 
a  place  in  your  paper  of  to-morrow. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DUNDONALD. 


2.  LORD  COCHRANE. 

ALEXANDER  Lord  Cochrane,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  Earl  of  Dundonald>  by  Anne,  daughter  of 
Captain  Gilchrist,  was  bora  December  24,  1775. 
Having  been  intended,  like  his  maternal  grand* 
father,  for  the  navy,  he  was  placed  at  an  early 
period  of  life    under  the  care  of  his  uncle  and 
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godfather,  the  present  Admiral  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane. 

After  having  served  for  some  time  in  the  W^-* 
Indies^  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  the  home  station, 
he  passed  for  a  lieutenant.  The  next  step  was  that 
of  master  and  commander,  which  he  obtained  on 
being  prououted  to  the  command  of  the  Speedy 
brig,  of  fomken  guns,  and  this  led  in  its  turn  to 
the  rank  he  now  holds. 

Happening  to  be  stationed  off  Barcelona,  in 
1801>  lie  engaged,  boarded,  and  captured  a  Spa- 
nish sloop  of  war,  called  El  Ganu),  carrying  up- 
wards of  twice  his  number  of  guns,  which  were 
besides  of  heavy  metal.*  It  is  not  a  little  remark- 
able, that  ia  this  action  the  enemy,  in  killed  and 


*  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  action,  as  detailed  in 
Vol.  II.  p.  600,  of  the  "  Wars  of  the  French  Revolution  :" 

*'  Lord  Cochrane,  in  the  Speedy  sloop  pf  fourteen  foilr- 
pounders,  and  fifty-four  men  and  boys,  performed  a  brilliant 
exploit  by  the  capture  of  a  Spanish  xebec  frigate,  of  thirty-two 
guns,  and  three  hundred  and  nine  seamen  and  marines,  named 
the  Gamo,  off  Barcelona.  Perceiving  from  the  great  disparity  of 
force,  that  a  cannonade  would  only  endanger  the  loss  of  his  own 
vessel,  without  affording  any  chance  of  subduing  the  enemy,  he  , 
determined  on  boarding  3  and  such  was  the  impetuosity  and  suc- 
cess of  the  attack,  that  she  was  carried  with  the  loss  of  one  raaa 
only,  although  nineteen  were  killed  on  the  part  of  tlie  foe." 

N.  Pococke,  in  1805,  exhibited  a  picture  in  water  colours,  at 
the  rooms  in  Lower  Brook-street,  in  honour  of  Lord  Cochrane. 
It  w^  .descriptive  of  the  boarding  and  taking  g£  the  Spa&ish  xe- 
bec frigate.  El  Gamo,  by  his  Majesty's,  sloop  Speedy,  com- 
manded.by  the.ajy)ve  noblemau,  off  Barcelona,  Mgy  6, 2301. 
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woutided,  lost  mo^id  than  th^  faumber  off  board  the 
Speedy. 

In  tlie  course  of  the  sanie  year^  arid  with  the 
same  brig,  he  took  thirty-three  vessels  from  the 
foe,  mounting  in  all  to  128  guns,  and^made  530 
prisoners. 

He  also,  in  company  with  another  brig,  destroyed 
a  twfctrty-six  gun  i^hip,  three  gun-boats,  a  heavy 
battery,  and  a  whole  convoy  which  had  tauten  re- 
fuge behind  it.  Soon  aft^r  this,  he  effected  a  land- 
ing on  the  coast  of  Spain,  first  seized,  and  then 
blew  up  the  tower  of  Alcantara,  on  the  coast  of 
Spain. 

ttis  conduct  during  the  action  with  El  Gamo> 
obtained  for  him  the  rank  of  Post  Captain  in  the 
British  navy ;  and  at  the  commencement  of  tb« 
present  war,  his  pendant  was  flying  on  board  the 
Pallas  of  32  guns,  twelve-pounders.  In  this  fri- 
gate, while  ninety  of  Kis  men  were  absent^  having 
been  sent  to  cut  out  a  corvette,  of  14  guns,  hi9 
lordship  attacked  three  French  national  ships  of  18i 
^,  and  24  guns  each,  which  ^ere  driven  on;  sh6x6 
and  wrecked. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1806,  he  landed  on  the 
French  coast,  and  having  led  his  gallant  crew  ia 
person,  destroyed  all  the  signal  posts  which  t<^ert 
stationed  so  as  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of 
English  cruizers.  While  effecting  this  servicp^ 
part  of  his  men  engaged  and  routed  a  small  body 
pf  militia,  spiked  the  guns  of  the  batteries,  vflnoli^ 
.     v8 
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bad  been  attempted  to  be  defended  by  thems  blew 
up  the  magazinesj  and  threw  the  shells  into  the  sea  * 

■"■        ■      ■  _        -  .       .  ^  -,, ,  , 

*  From  the  London  Gazette,  June  3,  1806. 
Admiralty  Office,  June  2. 
Copies  of  tetters  from  Captain  Lord  Cochrane   which  were  ad- 
dressed to  Vice  Admiral  Thomborough,  and  by  lum  traos* 
.  mittedteEarlSt.  Vincenfc    ' 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Pallas,  St.  MarHni* 
Sw,  Road,  Isle  Ree,^  May  iO.' 

^'  The  French  trade  having  been  kept  in  port  of  late,  in  a  great 
measure,  by  their  knowledge  of  the  exact  situation  of  his  majesty's 
i^ruiaers,  constantly,  announced  at!  the  signal  posts,  its^pearedtome 
to  be  some  c^ject>  as  there  was  nothing  better  in  view,  toendeaFoui 
to  stop  this  practice.  Accordingly  then,  two  posts  at  La  Pointede 
La  Roche  were  demolished  j  next,  that  of  Caliola  j  the  two  in 
FAnc^  de  Repos,  one  of  which  Lieutenant  Haswell,  and  Mr.  Hillier 
the  gunner,  took  in  a  neat  style  from  upwards  of  one  hundred 
militia. 

.  **  The  marines  and  boats'  crews  behaved  exceedingly  well.  All 
the  flags  have  been  brought  off,  and  the  houses  built  by  govern- 
ment burnt  to  the  ground. 

♦'  Yesterday  too,  the  zeal  of  Lieutenant  Norton,  of  the  Fn'si 
cuttei?,  and  Lieutenant  Gregory,  of  tlie  Contest  gun  brig,  induced 
than  to  volunteer  to  flank  the  battery  on  Point  d'  Equillon,  while 
we  should  attack  it  by  landin  the  rear ;  but  it  Was  carried  at  oncc} 
and  one  of  fifty  mm,  who  were  stationed  td  the  three  thirty-sit- 
pounders,  was  made  prisoner  5  tli€  rest  escaped.  Tlie  battery 
IS  laid  in  niins-^-guns  spiked-,  carriages  burnt,  barrack  and  maga- 
zine, blo^n  up,  and  aU  the  shells  thrown  into  the  sea.  Thesig- 
joal  post  of  Equillon,  together  wkh  the  house,  shared  the  fate  of 
^he  gun-carriages  : ,  the  convoy  got  into  a  river  beyond  our  reach. 
*'  Lieutenant^  Mappleton,  Mr.  Sutherland  the  master  and  Rh* 
^iilifer,  were  with  riie,  who,  as  they  do  on  all  occasions,  so  they 
Hid  at  bris  ttiite  aH  that  was  irf  their  power  for  his  Majesty's 
vice;    ,..i '-  ■.'*  r  ^        *      ^     1  ^'  .'   - 
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A  few  days  afler  this^  the  Pallas  attacked  and 
heat  the  Fx?ench  frigate^  afterwards  captured  by  Sir 
Samuel  Hood^  although  supported  by  three  sloopg 
^f  war.* 

"  The  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  feiled  not  to  justify 
the  opinion  that  there  was  before  reason  to  fprm  -,  yet  it  would  be 
inexcusable  were  not  the  qames  of  ttie  quarter-masters,  Barden 
and  Casey,  particularly  mentioned,  as  men  highly  desenrkig  any 
favour  that  can  be  shewn  in  the  line  to  which  they  aspire.  - 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)  '*  Cochrane." 

Seamen  slightly  wounded ,-r-Wm.    Barden>  Quarter-master  5 
William  Cobum,  Seaman. 
^Marine  slightly  lyoi^ded.v^Rohert  Bouldeza^ 

*  ffy  Majesty* s  Ship  Pallas,  Map  14> 
^'  Sir,  off  the  Island  of  Oleron. 

"  Xliis  morning  wlien  close  to  FIste  D'Aix,  reconnoitring  the 
French  squadron,  it  gave  me  great  joy  to  find  our  late  opponent, 
the  black  frigate,  and  her  companions,  the  three  brigs,  getting 
under  sail  5  we  formed  hi^  expectations  that  the  Jong  wished- for 
opportunity  was  at  last  arrived. 

**  The  Pallas  remained  under  topsails  by  jthe  wind  to  await  them^ 
at  half  past  elevea  a  sipart  poipt- blank  firi^ig  commenced  on  both 
sides,  which  was  severely  felt  by  the  enemy.    The  main-topsail- 
yard  of  one  of  the  brigs  w?s  cut  through,  and  the  frigate  lost  her 
after-sails.    The  batteries  on  Jsle  D'Aix  opened  on  the  Pallas, 
and  ^  cannop^de  continued,  interrupted  on  our  part  oply  by  the 
necessity  we  were  under  to  make  various  tacks  to  avoid  the  shoals, 
till  one  o'  clock,  when  our  endeavours  to  gain  the  wind  of  the  ene- 
my, and  get  between  him  and  the  batteries,  proved  successful  3  an 
effectual  distance  was  now  chosen— a  few  broadsides  were  poured 
in — the  enemy's  fire  slackened — I  ordered  our's  to  cease,  and  di- 
rected Mr.  Sutherland,  the  master,  to  run  the  frigate  on  board, 
)yit}^  intention  piFectually  to  prevent  her  retreat  by  boarding. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294  IiORD  COCHRANE. 

In  1806,  happening  to  return  to  Plymouth  af- 
ter a  successful  cruize,  this  nobleman  heard,  by  ac- 
cident, that  some  of  the  electors  of  Honiton  were 
desirous  of  the  presence  of  a  candidate,  who  unit- 
ing wealth  with  respectability,  might  fight  their 
battle  at  his  own  ex  pence.  This  borough,  which 
had  been  long  under  the  influence  of  th^  equestrian 
family  of  Yonge,  had  of  l^te  enaaqcipated  it- 
self, in  consequence  of  the  declining  fortunes  of 

"  The  enemy's  side  thrust  our  gun?  bapk  into  the  ports,  the 
yHoIc  were  then  discharged,  the  effect  and  crash  was  dreadful  j 
their  decks  were  deserted,  three  pistol  shots  were  the  unequal 
return. 

*'  Witli  confidence  I  say,  that  the  frigate  was  lost  to  France, 
had  not  the  unequal  collision  tore  away  our  fore-topmast,  jib-booip, 
fore  and  main- top-sail -y^rds,  spritsail-yard,  bumpkin,  cathead, 
chaia-plates,  fore-rig^ng,  foresail,  and  bower  anchor,  with  which 
last  I  intended  to  hook  on,  but  all  proved  insufficient.  She  was 
yet  lost  to  France,  had  not  thefrench  admiral,  seeing  hi§  frigate's 
fore-yard  gone,  her  rigging  ruined,  and  the  dagger  she  was  in,  sent 
two  Ojth^rs'  to  her  ^sistance. 

''  The  Pallas  being  a  wreck,  we  came  out  with  what  little  ^jl 
could  be  aet,  and  his  Majesty 'a[  sloop  the  Kingfisher  afterwards 
took  us  in  tow. 

'^  Tiie  officers  and  ships  company  behaved  as  usual  3  to  the 
names  of  Lieutenants  Has  well  and  Mappletqn,  whom  I  have  meiH 
tioned  on  other  occasions,  I  have  to  add  that  of  Lieutenant  Robins, 
who  has  just  joined. 

^'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

**  CoCH^AMR." 

Kijled.— David  Thompson,  Marine. 

Wounded.— Mr.  Andrews,  Midshipman^  very  baldly.  John 
fjogw,  and  thr^  other  seamen,  slightly. 

(Signed)  f  CocmanV' 
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the  head  of  ihat  house^  the  present  Sir  George.  The 
voter*,  as  is  usually  the  case,  had  split  into  par- 
ties, some  of  which  were  supposed  to  be  desirous 
to  put  up  the  elective  franchise  to  the  best  bidder. 
Others,  no  doubt,  were  actuated  by  purer  ,atid 
nobler  in<^tives,  and  would  have  blushed  at  the  idei, 
of  a  bribe. 

Mr.  Cobbett,  the  author  of  the  Politick  Register, 
finding,  in  the  spring  of  1805,  that  Mr.  Cavendish 
3radshaw  had  been  obliged  to  vacate  his  seat,  in 
consequence  of  the  acceptance  of  an  office  in  the 
Exchequer  of  Ireland,  under  the  late  administra- 
tion, determined  to  make  a  stand  against  him.  He 
accordingly  repaired  to  Devonshire,  and  in  an  adr^ 
dress  to  the  public^  intimated^  that  l>e  should  stand 
forward,  if  no  other  person  presented  hintiself,  oii 
independent  principles. 

The  captain  of  the  Pallas  frigate  happening  to 
r6ad  this  appeal  to  the  public,  immediately  posted 
to  the  borough  of  Honiton,  and  offered  his  services. 
The  election  took  pllace  on  the  10th  of  June,  and 
a  novel  scene  on  this  occasion,  immediately  opened 
itself  to  his  view. 

It  was  no  longer  with  a  public  enemy  he  had 
to  contend,  but  with  some  of  his  own  country- 
men'; and  we  are  sorry  to  add>  that  many  of  them, 
on  this  occasion,  were  said  to  have  been  stimu- 
lated less  by  the  merits  of  the  respective  candidates, 
than  the  hopes  of  being  wooed  in  the  same  manner 
as  Danae  of  old. 

After  a  speech  from  Mr*  CaveiMlish  Bradshavr, 
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Lord  Coclirane  addressed  the  electors^  nearly  as 
follows^  and  to  those  who  recollect  that  it  was  with 
cannon  he  had  been  accustomed  to  speak,  it  will  be 
probably  allowed^  that  he  would  sooner  have 
foiight  ^  pitched  battle  with  a  ship  of  war  double 
fthe  size  of  his  own^  than  have  encountered  the 
mixed  groans^  hootings^  and  p|ai|dit8  of  th^  assemr 
bled  multitude : 

"  Gentiemen^ 

5'  The  very  short  time  that  I  have  had,  has  completely  pre* 
vented  me  from  gratifying  my  wishes  by  a  personal  and  respectful 
implication  to  each  individual  elector  j  but  the  very  flattering  re« 
4oeption  I  met  with  at  my  entrance  into  your  respectable  borough^ 
and  the  numerous  instances  of  public  spirit  which  I  have  since 
witnessed  in  this  favourite  spot  of  the  most  favoured  of  countries, 
encourage  me  to  hope  that  my  cause  is  not  so  very  desperate  as 
ihe  gentleinaii  v^rhobas  just  spoken  seems  to  consider  it^ 

^'  Gentlemen,  any  little  merit  that  I  may  have  been  so  fsrtunate 
as  to  ^uire  in  the  performance  of  my  public  duty,  I  s(iall  cer* 
tsunly  not  put  in  competition  with  any  merits^  of  ^y  sort,  of  Mr. 
Bradshaw.  The  greater  part  of  my  life  has  been  spent  in  the  toils 
of  the  sea  y  but  thosf^  toils  have  become  pleasures,  when  I  reflected 
that  they  might  teiid  to  the  sepunty  and  the  honour  of  this  hapj^ 
land,  and  to  the  preservation  of  those  invaluable  liberties,  to  cxt 
ercise  the  most  important  of  which,  you.  Gentlemen,  are  tl^is' 
day  assemWed.  To  preserve  those  liberties  unimpaired  shall  be 
the  business  and  the  pride  of  my  life  j  and  as  a  pledge  that  I  will 
make  those  efforts  purely  for  the  good  of  my  country,  I  give  yon 
my  word  of  honour,  that  /  nenar  wiU  accept  of  any  sinecure  or 
pension,  or  any  grant  of  the  public  money,  and  that  I  necer  ifM 
ask  or  receive  any  such  for  any  person  whatever,  that  may  he  in  anv 
viay  dependant  upon  me. 

''  Gentlemen,  I  was  brought  here  by  no  person ;  I  was  induced 
to  do  myself  the  honour  of  presenting  myself  to  you  by  ^he  public 
address  of  Mr.  Cobbett,  whicib  I  read  at  Plymouthj^  and  I  hay^ 
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fi^  oofj  to  add>  that  if  yoa  do  me  the  hozrour  to  diect  me,  my 
constant  endeavour  shall  be  to  be  useful  to  my  country  in  general^ 
and  to  this  borough  in  particular ;  and  I  am^  besides,  extrenaely 
anxious  to  be  able  to  point  out  some  enormous  abuses  wMch,  from 
m^  own  observatiQH,  I  know  t0  exist,'* 

On  this,  the  Portreeve  having  asked  whether 
^ny  one  (deqiapded  a  poll,  the  noble  Lord  replied  in 
the  affirmative,  and  as  the  hustings  were  not  prcr 
pared,  the  proceedings  were  adjourned  until  th^ 
pext  day.  Accordingly,  on^the  succeeding  morn-^ 
ing,  the  voters  came  forward,  and  at  the  cooclu'r 
sion,  out  of  about  four  hundred  entitled  to  the 
^elective  franchise,  three  hiindred  and  eighty-three 
l^eclared  as  follows : 

For  the  Hoij.  Cavendish  Br^dshaw  259 
Captain  Lojrd  Cochrane.  —  1^ 
Notwithstanding  this  disappointn^ent,  the  noble 
Commander  pron\ised  tQ  renew  bis  pretensions,  oi| 
some  future  occasion,  ^qd  an  opportunity  accord-- 
ingly  occurred  much  sooner  than  he  bad  any  right 
to  expect  In  consequence  of  the  dissolution  of 
Parliament,  occasioned  by  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  the  appointment  of  IVf  r.  Fox  and  |!x>rd  Gren* 
yiile,  a  new  one  was  palled,  after  tl^e  Japiegfonly 
a  few  months,  I^ord  Cochrane  therefore,  by  way 
of  redeeming  his  pledge,  repaired  once  more  to  the 
town  of  Honiton.  He  set  put  from  the  port  of  Ply- 
moi|th,  on  this  occasion,  in  a  true  seaman-like 
style.  He  himself,  accompanied  by  a  couple  of 
lieMtenants^  and  one  midshipman,  all  in  full  dress, 
as  if  enj^aged  in  actual  service,  proceeded  in  one 
carriage,  and  were  foIlQwe4  ii^  t^nother  by  bis  boat's 
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ercW,  ncw-rigged  and  prepared  for  action.  On  (hi 
box  sat  the  helmsman,  who  wished  to  regulate  the 
steerage^  which  he  doubtless  lamented  td  see  con- 
fided to  two  lubberlj  landsmen  of  postilions^  with  fa- 
vours in  tbeii:  hats,  and  boots  on  their  legs ;  while  the 
boatswain,  perched  on  the  roof  of  the  carriage,  with 
tiis  whistle  in  his  mouth,  kept  the  whole  in  orders , 
and  enabled  all  to  cheer  in  due  time,  ever^^  blast  be- 
ing accompanied  by  a  long  and  loud  huzza.  On  their 
appearance  at  Honiton,'ihey  were  received  with  loud 
plaudits,  by  a  considerable  body  of  the  electors,  but 
notwithstanding  this,  they  had  some  reason  to  con- 
sider themselves  on  an  enemy's  coast,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  expend  almost  every  ^pare  shot  in  the 
tocker,  before  the  conclusion  of  the  contest.  It 
was  favourable,  however,  and*  Captain  Lord  Coch- 
rane at  length  beheld  himself  a  legislator  j  but  this 
was  not  of  long  dursetion,  for  a  speedy  dissolution 
of  the  short  Parliament  took  place^  so  that  after 
enjtiiying  a  seat  for  this  pure  and  incorruptible  bo- 
rough during  a  year,  he  found  himself  some  thou- 
sand guineas  lighter  than  when  he  first  left  Ply- 
mouth ;  yet  some  of  his  worthy  constituents  ap- 
peared as  eager  as  ever  to  hold  out  their  hands y  no 
doiibt  for  the  purpose  of  a  friendly  shake  ! 

This  was  too  much  io  be  done,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  scarcely  a  prize  to  be  met  with  at  sea. 
His  lordship  therefore  immediately  set  sail  for  West- 
minster, where  officers  of  the  navy  had  been  re- 
turned at  little  or  no  expcnoe  to  themselves  during 
the  last  half  century.     It  is  a  certain  fact,  that  he 
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Mras  not  at  all  known  by  person,  and  scarcely  by 
name,  when  he  first  made  his  bow  to  the  elector*. 
Not  above  five  or  six  housekeepers  of  any  note  raU 
lied  ro^nd  his  standard^  while  the  popularity  of  one 
candidate,*  then  confined  to  his  bed  in  consequence 
of  a  dangerous  wound  ;  the  conqexion  of  another  f 
with  the  whigSj,  added  to  his  reputation  for  extra- 
ordiiiary  abilities,  and  the  supposed  local  influence 
of  a  third,;};  seemed  to  render  every  effort  on  the 
part  of  a  stranger  fruitless.     His  printed  address  f 

*  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  Bart, 

f  Mr.  Sheridan. 

X  Mr.  Elliot,  Colonel  of  the  light-horse  volunteers,  and  a 
brewer  at  Pimlico. 

§  To  the  Independent  Electors  of  Wsetminster. 
*'  Gentlemen, 

"  An  explicit  declaration  of  the  principles  of  every  candidate  for 
tjie  suffrages  of  a  free  people,  is  indisputable  to  the  freedom  of  eleCf 
tion.  The  electors  should  be  aware  of  the  line  of  conduct  in- 
tended to  bc^  pursued,  in  order  that  they  may  at  once  approve,  or 
yeject  the  candidate,  having  deliberately  weighed  his  character, 
and  considered  the  probability  of  his  forfeiting  the  solema 
pledge  he  gives  to  his  country. 

*'  I  shall  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  the  declaration  of  my  princi- 
ples. Measures  favourable  to  the  interests  of  the  country  I  will 
support,  let  them  be  brought  forward  by  whom  they  may  3  those 
hostile,  or  urged  by  factious  motives,  I  will  oppose,  without  any 
view  to  advantage,  or  dread  of  injury. 

''  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  of  opinion  ttat  persons  should 
withdraw  from  the  service  of  their  country  in  despair.  Men  ac- 
tuated by  the  dictates  of  conscience,  who  sqorn  to  be  ranked 
among  the  great  paupers  of  the  nation,  and  by  sinecures  and  unme- 
rited pensions  to  dr^in  the  resources  of  their  country,  may  do  much 
good  even  if  their  abilities  are  small.     Sophistry  is  not  required  to 
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to  the  citizens,  however,  was  drawn  up  with  great 

jodgment,   and  displayed  much   penetration.     He 

I       

.■  ■■    .  ...  HI      .1  i>     I       »         I  n  I   I  II  I       I  ■     T  m       I  I  1.1  J 

protrc  a  truth  ;  subtle  ai^uments  ma^  be  used  to  establish  the  re^ 
verse.  U  it  absolutely  impraaicable  that  a  member  of  the  Housq 
of  Commoiw  can  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  wholly  independent  ? 
it  1^  been  said^  that  a  man  yvho  does  not  link  himself  to  the 
chauis  of  some  party  is  a  mere  cypher  in  that  House  :  that  the 
measures  he  may  propose  (however  beneficial)  will  be  rejected 
by  both,  because  they  do  not  originate  with  either.  Let  us  hope 
|hait  this  it  not  the  case, 

**  An  important  appeal  is  at  this  crisis  made  to  the  country,  and 
the  whole  body  of  electors  of  the  united  kingdom  must  decide, 
Qn  a  late  occasion  I  gave  a  vote  agaiqst  an  abstract  proposition, 
^because  I  viewed  it  in  its  conse<juences.  It  tended  to  throw  a  blam^ 
where  no  blame  was  due.  It  was  connected  with  an  approval  of 
the  Catholic  Bill,  which  I  considered  not  only  inadequate  to  its 
purpose,  but  productive  of  religious  dissentions  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice, to  which  my  attention  has  been  devoted^  What  would  hp 
the  situation  of  oiir  country  with  a  Catholic  disposer  of  our  com-  i 
missions  and  rewards  ?  Religious  motives  are  more  powerful  than 
otiier  motives. — Judging  from  what  has  passed,  I  did  dread  the 
future.  These,  Gentlemen,  were  the  reasons  for  the  conduct  I 
pursued,  not  a  deficiency  of  zeal  fpr  our  fellow-subjects  of  the 
Catholic  persuasion. 

•*  Gentlejnen,  I  mjequivpcally  avow  my  intention  to  stand  un- 
connected with  any  of  the  candidates  who  have  declared  them- 
selves. It  is  not  a  seat  in  Parliament  that  I  am  desirous  to  ob- 
tain}, it  is  the  distinguished  honour  of  representing  ypur  popular 
cHy,  elected  by  the  votes  of  unbiassed  freeraep;^  having  confidence 
in  the  man  they  sgnd  to  Parliament. 

"  My  professional  life  may  be  |cnown  tq  some  of  you,  and  I  an> 
aware  that  it  has  been  objected^  tjiat  a  naval  officer,  liable  to  be 
called  from  his  constituents  is  unfit  to  attend  to  theif  interests, 
and  to  perform  his  duty  in  Parliament.  To  this  I  answer,  that  it 
is  requisite  there  should  m  in  the  Hbuse  of  Commons  professional 
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set  out  with  a  seeming  deterinination  to  make  *'  a 
declaration  of  his  principles,'*  but  his  i^ttachmeiits 
t^rere  studiously  concfealed,  and  as  he  wished  toi 
conciliate  all,  and  in  part  effected  his  purpose,  he 
was  soon  placed  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  before  they 
were  fully  developed. 

His  lordship  caught  hold. of  the  popular  feeling, 
by  observing,  '^  that  men,  actuated  by  the  dictates 
of  conscience,  who  scprn  to  be  ranked  among  tba 
great  paupers  of  the  nation,  and  by  sinecures  and^ 
unmerited  pensions  to  4rain  the  resources  of  iheir 
country,  mky  do  much  good,  even  if  their  abtiiticr 
are  small.'*     He  next  seems  to  make  a  formal  dh- 

tnen  as  well  as  others,  in  order  that  information  may  be  given  on 
matters  frequently  the  subject  of  discussion,  by  those  who,  from 
actual  service  and  recent  impressions,  can  give  correct  intelil- 
{ence ;  and  I  answer  also,  that  one  zealous  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  may  be  of  m^re  real  service  to  hi^  country,  thao  a 
member  who  (though  always  on  the  spot)  is  devoted  to  his  pri-. 
vate  occupations. 

"  Rest  assured.  Gentlemen^  .that  if  I  should  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  succeed  in  attaining  my  object,  ypu  will  find  that  I  have  not 
joiade  propositions  without  a  full  intention  to  perform  them. 

"  I  shall  not  willingly  be  deficient  in  the  J)er8onal  respect  I  feel 
xnost  anxious  to  shew  to  you  individually,  by  soliciting  your  votes 
and  interest  in  my  favour,  as  far  as'  it  is  in  my  power.  Your 
liberality  will  induce  you  to  attribute"  any  omission  to  the  difficuU 
ties  I  must  encounter)  which,  I  am  confident  of  overcoming/ 
supported  by  that  independent  spirit  that  has  ever  charactecise4' 
the  city  of  Westminster. 

"  X  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

''  with  the  greatest  rjespect, 
''  Your  most  obedient  and  very  faithful  servant, 

Harley-strect,  April  29,  I8O7.  "  C^chhan^/'    ■ 
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avowatofall  party  connexions  wlatsoevei*,  and  apo*- 
logises  for  his  late  vote  against  Catholic  emanci- 
pation^  under  pretence  of  its  "  being  productive  of 
religious  dissensions  in  the  naval  service/*  After 
this,  he  obliquely  hints  at  his  '^  professional  life/' 
and  combats  the  opinion^  ''  that  it  naval  officer^ 
liable  to  be  called  from  his' constituenii^  is  linfitto 
attend  to  their  interests,  and  perform  bis  duty  id 
Parliament,"  in  the  best  manner  that  soeh  an  eB^ 
jection  could  be  met. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  election,  the  n<ible  com^ 
mander^  in  full  uniform,  addressedf  the  electors  from 
the  hustings,  in  a  speech  which  w^as  heard  mik 
great  attention,  and  produced  considerable  seosa'- 
tion.  He  accordingly  outnumbered  his  rivals  dur- 
ing that  and  several  succeeding  days ;  but  by 
this  time,  a  generotis  compassion  bad  seized  on  the 
Hiinds  of  the  people  relative  to  Sir  Francis  Burdetti 
whose  life  was  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  who  remained  for  a  considerable  time  in- 
conscious  of  the  efforts  of  his  friends.  They  were 
reminded  of  the  independence  of  his  character,  the 
integrity  of  his  life,  the  zeal  with  which  he  bad 
combated  every  species  of  abuse,  whether  it  wa4 
corruption  in  one  quarter  of  the  metropolis^  or  ty-- 
i'aany,  veiled  under  the  form  of  justice,  in  another. 
These  considerations,  added  to  the  zeal  of  the  com* 
mittee  who  had  advocated  his  cause,  and  who,  with- 
out either  his  privity  or  his  purse,  carried  on  the 
contest,  at  length  produced  such  an  eflfect,  that  his 
name  w  as  placed  at  the  head  of  the  polL 
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Aceordi«^ly>t)ii  the  l^th  df.  Ma/y  the  mialhete 
for  the  resp^tive  caDdtdaM:es  sttiod^as  fblhmi :'        t 


or  Sir  p.  Burdett,.. 

'■.    -  .  _ 

11174 

Lord  Cochrane, 

1085, 

.  Mr.  Elliot, 

- 

S38 

Mr.' Sheridan, 

•" 

208 

Mr.  Pa^^ll,    .  _ 

"-, 

185 

Qq  this  (k}%  thel  gallant  Captaioi  who  for  ibt 
first  tiodie  found  himself  ki  the  BarDoet's  tmkif  iu* 
«t^ad  of  leading  the  vaa  division  afr  bereto£bfe^.  re*>^ 
eurrod  with  redoubled  force  to  the  popular  topics 
h^  hMji  befdre  reiterated^    lind  after   descantiDg 
Ofii   naval  abuses  in  g€^lral>    asked^   ^"^  what  they 
thSougfat  (£f  purchasing  the  wdrst^  instead"  of  the  besl 
vessels  for  tiie  nary,  for  the  sake  of  procuring  bo** 
rou^h  interest?    He  might  lead  them  along  tbd 
Channel  to  Gibraltar^  and  up  the  MediterraQeai^ 
and  disclose  sncl^  things  as  would  make  them  shud^ 
der/'  &c.  &c.     On  the  other  hand,  it  Was  retorted 
cm  the  noble  commander^  that  these  supposed  maP 
versations  were  either  greatly  exaggerated,  or  never 
existed;    and  as  his  lordship  bad  observed  with 
Inmest  warmth  in  the  hcatof  debate^  '^  that'a  mem-^ 
ber  for  a  rotten  borough,  who  spoke  against  abuses^ 
must  feel  as  if  he  h'a4 a  dirty  shirt,'*  it  Was  ask^d  of 
bin?,  whether  ^'^he  hadnpt  given^sa  mucli  per  onaa 
to  some  of  the  electors  of  the  borough  of  Hpniten  ?" 
&c.     In  tile  course  of  next  day^  on  being  pu^^bed 
for  facts  to  support  hi&  assertionti!  relative  to  the 
9avy,  his  lordship  instanced  the  case  of  the  Atlantt 
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iloop^  mrfatch  he  said' bad  gone  to  tiie  bottonij  and 
added^  that  all  the  cfew  of  the  Felix  schooner  had 
perished^  one  man  only  excepted  ;"*  both  of  which 
events  were  produced  by  mismanagement  He  was 
at  the  same  time  pleased  to  make  some  strong  al- 
lusions to  the  conduct  of  a  great  naval  officer, 
lately  ennobled. 

He  also  dexterously  parried  the  question  about 
the  intercourse  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr. 
Huskisson,  by  stating,  that  he  had  solicited  an  inter* 
view  on  purpose  to  remark,  ''  that  he  hoped  do 
undue  influence  would  be  exercised  on  bis  account.'' 
As  to  the  reproach,  that  he  had  not  brought  for- 
ward the  abuses  alluded  to  before,  while  a  member 
of  the  last  parliament,  his  lordship  pleaded  the 
state  of  his  '^  health,"  and  eaAeA  with  a  panegyric 
on  the  king>  '^  who,  during  a  long  reign,  had  been 
the  protector  of  the  constitution  and  the  people's 
rights,"  and  who  ^'  must  have  the  power  of  dismiss- 
ing his  ministers^  fojr  they  would  never  dismiss 
themselves,  especially  with  all  the  aj)pendages  of 
€<»ruption  attached  to  the  situation." 

In  short,  the  noble  lord  appears  to  have  entered 
into  the  true  spirit  of  electioneering  contests,  and 
to  have  been  nearly  as  much  at  home  on  land  as  at 
sea,  amidst  the  bustle  of  Covenf  Garden  hustings. 


*  It  is  but  feir  here  to  state,  that  a  letter  vr2s  read  next  day  on 
the  hustings^  from  Commodore  Keate,  addressed  to  Eari  St.  Tin- 
ceht,  taking  the  whole  of  the  accosation  upon  himself,  and  deny* 
}ng  the  positicms  sdluded  to* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iORD  COCHRANE.  30$ 

^s  in  the  thick  of  an  engagement.  But  what  is 
not  a  little  wonderful  on  this  occasion,  is  the  fact, 
that  all  tlie  candidates^  or  their  friends,  one  only 
excepted  (Mr.  Elliot),  professed  a  similarity  of 
principles  with  Sir  Francis,  and  actually  rcquestei 
to  be  taken  in  tow  by  the  partizans  of  the  Baronet. 

At  length,  after  a  memorable  struggle,  the  poll 
concluded^  and  the  following  was  declared  to  be  a 
true  statement  of  the  numbers : 


For  Sir  F.  Burdett, 

■    - 

5134 

Lord  Cochrane, 

3708 

Mr.  Sheridan, 

•r 

2615 

Mr.  Elliot, 

fc> 

2137 

Mr.  Paull, 

. 

269 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  accordingly  seated 
fbr  the  second  city  in  the  kingdoni,  at  a  very  trifling 
expence,  and  began  soon  after  to  endeavour  to 
realize  his  promises  to  his  constituents.  His  lord- 
ship, accordingly,  on  June  7,  1807,  made  a  motion 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  navyi  for  the  purpose  of 
adducing  certain  charges  against  an  admiral,  who 
had  lately  commanded  the  Channel  fleet.  On  this 
occasion,  several  of  the  most  distinguished  officers 
in  the  sea-service  differed  from  the  noble  lord,  and 
as  he  waB  not  supported  by  the  ministers,  nothing 
wasefiected. 

^     One  part  of  his  conduct,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  highly  meritorious,  we  mean  the  mo- 
tion erf  July  7j   1807,  for  a  committee   -^  to  en- 
^quirjs  into, .  and  report  to  the  House  of  Commom^ 

1808-1809.  X 
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a  list  of  all  tbe  members  and  their  relations^  holding 
sinecures^  pensions^  &c/'  After  this  had  been 
modified^  it  was  agreed  to  by  Ministers,  and  a  re- 
turn has  in  consequence  been  lately  made  to  parlia- 
ment. 

Soon  after  this^  his  Lordship  once  more  resumed 
the  exercise  of  his  professional  talents.  Having 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Imperieuse, 
formerly  La  Medee  of  forty  guns,  after  cruising  for 
sometime,  he  placed  himself  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Collingwood.  The  squadron  was  then 
employed  in  blockading  the  port  of  Cadiz,  and 
checking  the  exertions  of  the  Spaniards.  But  no 
sooner  did  that  nation  evince  a  wish  to  throw  off  the 
odious  yoke  of  France,  than  the  most  cordial  as- 
sistance was  afforded. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  captain  of  a  frigate 
to  perform  much,  but  Lord  Cochrane  did  every 
thing  that  could  be  affected  by  a  single  ship,  and 
appears  to  have  at  once  merited  and  acquired  the 
praise  of  the  commander  in  chief.  Happening  io  be 
on  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  he  determined  to  rescue 
the  castle  of  Mongal,  which  commands  an  important 
post  between  Barcelona  and  Gerona,  from  the  com^- 
mon  enemy.  Accordingly,  on  the  31st  of  July, 
1808,  he  carried  that  place,  which  was  destroyed, 
as  soon  as  the  military  stores  could  be  delivered 
over  to  the  patriots.  The  following  is  the  account 
published  by  authority : 

*'  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Vice-admiral  Lord  CoUiDgwood,  Com- 
jnanderin  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  ships  aud  vessels  in  the  Medit€a> 
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ranean,  fb  the  Hon.  W.  W;  Pole,  datW  oh  board  the  Oceah  at 
Gibraltar^  Aug.  27,  1808. 

^      Sir, 

I  inclose  for  the  information  ot  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Lord 
Cochrane,  captain  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Imperiedse,  giving  an 
account  of  the  surrender  of  the  Castle  of  Mongal  (a  fort  on  the 
toast  of  Catalonia,  in  possession  of  the  French),  to  his  Majesty*s 
ship  under  his  Command,  which  his  lordsiiip  had  subsequently  de* 
stroyed,  after  having  delivered  the  principal  part  of  the  military 
stores  io  the  Spanish  militia. 

1  We  greai  pleasure  in  transmitting  this  mformation  io  their 
lordships,  as  it  points  out  one  of  the  many  instances  in  which 
his  Majesty's  ships  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain  have  rendered 
effectual  aid  to  the  patriot  Spaniards,  in  resisting  and  driving  the 
enemy  out  of  their  country,  and  of  the  zeal  and  inde&tigable 
industry  with  which  Captain  Lord  Cochrane  engages  in  that 
service. 

Captain  Qtway  of  the  Montague,  landed  at  Bosas  Bay,  a  party 
of  marines  in  aid  of  the  Spanish  peasantry,  to  oppose  a  Ffench 
force  which  was  approaching  to  attack  that  fortre^  on  the  234  ult. 
•ad  obliged  the  imemy  to  retlr^.    I  am^  3cc. 

CoLXIl»GiVOM>. 

His  Majesty^s  ship  Imperieuse,  off  Mongal, 
My  LorH,  3 1  St  July,  1 808. 

The  Castle  of  Mongal,  an  important  post,  completely  com- 
manding a  pass  in  the  road  ftom  Barcelona  to  Getdna,  which  the 
I'rench  are  now  besieging,  and  the  only  one  between  those  towns 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  siirreridered  this  ittorning  to  his  Majesty's 
ship  imder  my  command.  The  Spanish  militia  behaved  admi-^ 
rably,  in  catryirig  an  outpost  on  a  neSghbourifig  hill.  Lieutenant 
Hdne;  with  the  marines,  took  p(>$8e^sion  of  the  castl^  which,  by 
means  of  powdery  i*  now  levelled  with  the  ground.  The  rocks 
there  are  blown  into  the.road,  which  in  many  other  places  is  ren- 
dered impassable  t6  artillery,  without  a  very  heavy  loss  of  mecw 
if  they  determine  to  repair  them. 

x2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


308  SIR  ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 

I  inclose  to  your  Lordship  a  Kst  of  the  prisoners  and  of  the  mi« 
terial  part  of  military  stores  5  all  that  could  be  of  use  to  the  Spa- 
nish militia  have  been  delivered  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  CoUingwood,  Cochrane. 

Commander  is  Chief,  &c. 

One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  two  serjeants,  eight  corporals  (seven 
wounded),  &\e  gunners  (two  killed),  and  fifty-four  soldiers. 
Total  seventy-one. 

Five  cannon,  eighty  muskets,  eighty  bayonets,  eighty  car- 
touches, five  hundred  cannon-balls,  thirteen  barrels  of  powder, 
and  cartridges,  &c. 

Copy  of  "a  letter  from  Rear-admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane,  K.B.  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  ships 
and  vessels  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  the  Hon  W.  W.  Pole, 
dated  on  board  the  Belleisle,  St.  John's  Roads,  'Antigua^  6th  of 
August,  180S. 

Sir, 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  inclosing,  foi  the  infOTmatioh*^f  tht 
Cords  Commissioners  of  Che  Admiralty,  the  copy  of  a  letter  irom 
Captain  Beaver,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Acasta,  acquainting  me  with 
the  capture  of  a  very  fine  French  corvette,  of  sixteen  twenty-four 
pounder  carronades  and  two  long  sixes.  It  is  my  intention  to 
take  her  into  the  seivice,  and  name  her  the  Pert,  untS  their 
lordships*  pleasure  is  known.  I  have  the  honour'to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  '     i  ^  Atex.  Cochrane. 


3. — THE  HON.  RPAR  ADMIRAL 

SIR  ALEX.  FORRESTER  COCHRANE, 

KNIGHT  OF  THE  BATH,  &G.      , 

THE  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  about  the 
jear  1748.     Being  intended  for  the  sea  service^ 
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which  appears  to  have  been  a  favourite  profession 
in  this  family,  he  passed  through  all  the  intermedi- 
ate stations  of  midshipman,  lieutenant,  and  com- 
mander, and  in  1782  was  made  post.  In  tb^ 
course  of  the  next  year,  he  m^ried  the  widow  of  a 
baronet,  by  whom  he  has  had  issue  three  children. 

During  the  interval  of  peace  that  followed  the 
conclusion  of  the  American  contest,  Capt.  C.  spent 
much  of  his  time  with  his  family;  but  no  sooner 
did  a  new  war  with  France  take  place,  than  he 
offered  his  services,  and  was  immediately  employed. 

In  1800,  we  find  Captain  Cochrane  serving  oo 
board  th^  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral,  now 
Lord  Keith.  Having  anchored  before  the  port  of 
Cadiz,  on  the  6th  of  October,  Don  Thomas  de 
Morla,  the  governor,  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  British  commanders  by  sea  and  land,  in  which 
he  was  pleased  to  express  his  surprise  at  the  ar- 
rival of  a  hostile  squadron  during  the  prevalence  of 
;a  pestilential  disease,  which,  according  to  him,  car- 
ried off  thousands  of  victims,  and  threatened  not  to 
suspend  its  ravages  until  it  had  cut  off  all  those  who 
Jiad  hitherto  escaped, 

^^  1  entertain  too  exalted  an  opinion  of  the  English  people,  and 
of  you  in  particular,"  adds  he,  *'  to  tliink  that  you  would  wish  ta 
render  our  condition  more  deplorable.  However,  if  in  conse- 
quence of  the  orders  your  Excellency  has  received,  you  are  in- 
clined to  attract  the  execration  of  all  nations,  to  cover^  yourself 
with  disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  universe,  by  oppressing  the 
unfortunate,  and  attacking  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
capable 'of  defence  5  I  declare  to  yovt,  th^t  the  garrison  under  my 
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orders^  accustomed  to  behold  d^ath  with  a  serene  coi^tenanc^ 
and  to  brave  dangers  much  greater  than  all  the  per'ds  of  w^^ 
know  how  to  exhibit  a  resistance  which  shall  not  terminate  but 
with  their  entire  destruction.  I  hope^*'  cqntipues  the  gallant 
general^ ''  that  the  answers  of  your  Excellencies  will  inform  me, 
•  whether  I  am  to  speak  the  language  of  consdation  to  the  unfortu- 
nate inbabitantSj  pr  whether  }  am  to  rouse  th^qi  to  ii^digpatioQ 
and  revenge." 

To  this  noble  letter^  worthy  of  the  Spanish  name^ 
in  1808,  and  far  more  analogous  to  the  character  of 
the  nation,  at  the  present  than  at  the  period  here 
alluded  to,  a  joint  reply  was  made  by  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby  and  Lord  Keith,  in  which,  after  ex- 
pressing great  compassion  for  the  deplorable  state 
of  the  city  of  Cadiz,  they  observed, 

*'  That  a  number  of  his  Cathdic  Majesty's  vessels  were  armed, 
in  order  to  join  the  naval  forces  of  the  French,  and  to  be  employed 
in  prplonging  the  troubles  which  afflict  all  the  nations  of  Europe, 
disturb  public  order,  and  destroy  the  happiness  of  individuals.  We 
have  received  orders  from  our  sovereign,"  added  they,  *'  to  use 
every  effort  to  defeat  the  projects  of  the  common  enemy,  by  en- 
deavouring to  take  and  destroy  the  ships  of  wai:  which  are  in  thcj 
harbour  and  arsenal  of  Cadiz.  The  number  of  troops  entrusted 
to  our  command  leaves  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  the  en- 
terprise. We  are  not,  however,  disposed  to  multiply  unneces- 
sarily the  evils  inseparable  from  war.  Should  your  Excellency 
therefore  consent  to  give  up  to  us  the  vessels  armed  or  arming, 
in  order  to  act  against  our  king,  and  to  prolong  the  misfortunes  of 
neighbouring  nations,  your  crews  and  officers  shall  be  at  liberty, 
and  our  fleet  shall  withdraw  ;  otherwise,  we  must  act  conform- 
ably to  the  orders  which  have  been  given  to  us,  and  your  Excel- 
lency cannot  attribute  to  any  other  than  yourself,  the  additioail 
evils  which  you  fear/! 
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These  humiliatiDg  terms  were  immediately  re- 
jected with  all  the  generous  indignation  of  a  ^man 
determined  rather  to  perish  than  to  dishonor  him^ 
self;  he,  therefore,  protested  lagainst  "  a  proposal 
insulting  to  the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed^ 
and  but  little  hojior^ble  to  those  who  made  it/' 

While  Don  Thomas  was  preparing  for  the  de- 
fence of  th^  place,  the  plan  of  an  attack  was 
agreed  upon  on  board  the  Foudrojant,  and  com- 
municated to  the  squadron.  Accordingly,  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  effecting  the  landing  of  the 
troops,  the  first  division  of  whom>  amounting  to 
5133  men,  were  to  have  been  embarked  op  board  a 
hundred  and  two  bo^ts^  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tains Stevensop,  Morrison,  Lennox,  and  Ayscough^ 
while  Captain  Cochrane,  as  the  senior  officer,  was 
to  baye  superintended  the  whole, 

But  in  consequence  of  the  interposition  of  the 
elements,  this  pli^n  was  luckily  frustrated ;  we  say 
luckUtj;  for  it  wopld  have  been  a  service  of  extren^^ 
danger,  to  have  attacked  a  gallant  commander,  with 
troops  reduced  to  despair,  by  the  peculiarity  of 
their  situation ;  while  the  risk  of  infection,  in  case 
of  either  defeat  or  yictory,  would  have  been  alike 
imminent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  siege  of  CadiZj^ 
at  that  particular  period,  could  not  have  added  any 
honor  to  the  British  name  or  British  arms,  while 
it  might  have  excited  the  whole  body  of  the  nation^ 
in  opposition  to  us,  and  prevented  that  cordial  co- 
operation against  the  common  enemyj,  which  haSt 
since  happily  occurred. 
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After  this,  the  English  fleet  and  army,  which  h^td 
been  some  time  coasting*  along  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean  in  quest  of  adventures,  wintered 
partly  at  Malta,  which  had  just  surrendered,  and 
partly  at  Minorca,  another  of  our  recent  con- 
quests. At  length  an  object  worthy  of  pur  armi 
linitedthem  once  more  during  the  spring  of  1801, 
for  having  assembled  at  Marmorice  oti  the^9th  of 
February,  they  descried  the  Arabs  tower,  anchored 
in  Aboukir  Bay,  and  commenced  the  conquest  of 
Egypt.  On  this  occasion.  Captain  Cochrane  was 
once  more  appointed  to  superintend  the  landing, 
which  was  accordingly  effected  in  boats,  supported 
by  gun-brigs,  armed  launches,  and  cutters.  Not- 
withstanding the  ^'  amphitheatre  of  fire,"  to  which 
theji  wci'e  exposed,  the  business  was  effected  with 
fcqual  order  and  gallantry ;  a  battle  was  fought  a 
few  days  after,  in  which  the  French  were  con- 
quered ;  Cairo  was  also  forced  to  submit  to  the 
British  anus,  and  finally,  the  same  ^roOps,  supported 
by  a  detachment  of  armed  vessels  on  the  lake^ 
under  the  command  of  the  subjecit  of  this  mennxir, 
produced  the  surrender  of  Alexandria,  and  thus  put 
an  end  to  the  war  in  Egypt,  on  the  30th  of  Au- 
gust, after  a  campaign  of  five  tnonths,  three  weeks, 
and  a  day. 

Having  distinguished  himself  by  his  gallantry 
and  activity  during  the  former  war.  Captain  Coch-: 
rarfe,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present, 
obtained  a  commarid.  Being  included  in  the  list 
of  Keair-admirals  of  the  blue,  at  the  promption 
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^hich  took  place  ia  1804,  he  hoisted  his  flag  on 
Iboard  the  Neptune  of  74  guns^  and  was  employed 
during  a  considerable  time,  in  blockading  the  port 
•of  Ferrol,  with  a  view  of  ensuring  the  neutrality  of 
Spain.  In  1806  we  find  him  serving  in  the  Nor- 
thunjberland,  in  which  ship  he  visited  the  Leeward 
Islands,  as  Commander  in  Chief,  and  when  Si^r 
John  Duckworth  chased  the  French  flieet  to  thtt 
West  Indies,  he  received  the  immediate  assistance 
t)f  the  Rear- Admiral,  whose  ship  was  placed  next 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief's,  in  the  weather  di- 
vision. 

Having  discovered  the  enemy's  fleet  at  anchor, 
ofl^the  town  of  St.  Domingo,  in  the  island  of  His- 
paniola,  the  necessary  dispositions  were  made  for 
an  attack,  on  which  the  French  squadron  cut 
cables,  and  endeavoured  to  escape,  but  the  following 
ships  were  fortunately  intercepted,  viz. 
•  1.  Le  Vengeur  of  100,  commonly  stated  at  120 
guns,  commanded  by  Re^r-Admiral  Le  Sieglc 
destroyed. 

%  Le  Diomede  -  -         74  destroyed 

3.  L' Alexandre         -  -         84  captured 

4.  LeJupitre  -  -         74  ditto 

5.  Le  Brave  -  -  74  ditto* 

It  appears   from  the  account  publijshed  in  the 

*  The  following  vessels  escaped,  viz. 

1 .  La  Felicite  -  .  44  gxxas 

2.  LeComete             -  -  30 
And  3.  LaDiligente         *  •  16 
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Gazette^  "  that  the  fire  of  the  Vengeur  bad  been 

heavy  oq  the  Nortbuii|berlaDd>  bjeariog  the  Hop. 

Rear-Adtniral  Cocbraoe's  flag/* 

"  When  I  contemplate/'  adds  Vice^Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duct- 
worth,  "  on  the  result  of  this  action,  when  fiye  sail  of  the  line  had 
surrendered,  or  w^re  apparently  destroyed  in  less  than  two  hours, 
I  cannot,  though  bound  to  p.iy  every  tribute  to  the  noble  and  gal- 
lant eflForts  of  the  Hon.  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane,  Rear-Admird 
Louis,  the  captains,  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  mj 
{Command,  be  vain  enough  to  suppose,  that  without  the  aiding 
hand  of  Providence  such  result  could  have  been  effected,  and  with 
a  loss  so  comparatively  small." 

During  this  conflict,  the  Nortbymberland  lo^ 
her  m9.in-iqastf  and  was  so  shattered,  that  the  Aga* 
memnon  \fas  ordered  to  stay  by,  and  accoppany 
her  to  her  station,  after  she  hg,d  been  refitted. 

On  the  intelligence  pf  the  victory  in  England, 
tlie  Park  and  Tower  guns  were  fired,  and  an  uni^ii- 
mous  vote  of  thanks  passed  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment to  Sir  John  Duckworth,  Adipir^l  Cofhrane, 
&c.  Both  these  pflScers,  nearly  at  the  saipe  time^ 
received  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  London,  while 
the  fornier  was  presented  \vith  a  sword  of  two  hun- 
dred guineas  va|ue,  and  the  latter  witb  one  of  one 
hundred  guineas.  In  addition  to  this,  the  subject 
of  the  present  inenipir,  then  rear-s^dmir^il  of  the 
white,  was  created  one  of  the  knights  companions  of 
the  most  noble  order  of  the  bath,  March  29,  1806. 

During  the  same  summer,  a  quadron,  commanded 
by  Jerome  Bonaparte,  escaping  from  Europe,  stole 
into  Martinique^  and  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who 
had  intimation  of  its  approach,  was  uiifortunatcly 
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prevented  from  intercepting  it,  in  consequence  of 
the  loss  of  his  main  top-gallant  mast.  On  the  de- 
parture of  the  enemy,  although  his  ship  was  still  in 
want  of  repair,  he  immediately  followed  them,  in 
the  direction  of  the  Islapd  of  St.  Thomas,  when 
they  were  found  to  consist  of  five  seventy-fours  and 
one  eighty-four,  while  his  own  force  was  far  in- 
ferior, being  only  three  seventy-fours  and  one  sixty- 
four.*  Had  a  favourable  opportunity^  however, 
pffered,  the  British  commander  would  assuredly 
liave  brought  them  to  action. 

Since  this  period,  the  Admiral  has  been  chiefly 
engaged  in  the  reduction  of  the  Danish  islands,  in 
annoying  the  little  trade  still  remaining  to  the 
French  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  checking  the 

*"■■"      -I'      '-'!i     '-■     '  '  Ji     ■    ■    I'lp    I  1,1  I     ..1.,  MM      . ■■■Ml  I  II  II  ■■      !■       I  , 

*  Bntish  squadton* 

1.  Northumberland    Reat<adm.  Sir  A.  Cochrane    ^4  guns 

2.  Canada  •  •  J4 

3.  Elephant  -  .74 

4.  Agamemnon      -  -  64 


286 


French 

squadron. 

1.  Foudroyant 

- 

« 

84  guns 

2.  Veteran 

- 

- 

74 

3.  Hazard 

- 

74 

4..Patriote 

* 

- 

74 

5.  L'Eole 

* 

'    - 

74 

Q^  L'Impetueux 

- 

- 

74 

Guns  454. 
Thus  it  appears  th^t  the  French  |iad  the  advantage  of  168  pieces 
of  cannon. 
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depredations  of  the  privateers^  m^kiy  of  which 
bave  been  captured  by  him. 

Sir  Alexander  formei'ly  represented  the  Scotch 
district  of  boroughs,  consisting  of  Dumferline, 
Stirling,  Inverkeithing,  Culross,  and  Queensferry 
in  1801  ;  he  was  included  in  the  double  return 
to  the  second  Imperial  Parliament  ( Nov.  13,  1802), 
the  votes  having  been  apparently  equal,  and  oh  a 
reference  to  a  committee,  he  was  declared  duly 
elected,  while  his  rival.  Sir  John  Henderson,  was 
foiled.  He  triumphed,  however,  in  his  turn,  ii| 
1S06>  notwithstanding  a  petition  from  Sir  Alex- 
ander and  others. 

In  1783,  the  Admiral  married  Lady  Wbeale, 
widow  of  Sir  Jacob,  by  whom  he  has  had  issue 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  One  of  the  former, 
like  the  father,  was  bred  in  the  navy,  and  is  now  a 
post  captain.  Having  been  annoyed,  while  cruising 
off  Porto  Rico,  by  a  small  fort,  he  sent  his  first 
lieutenant  on  shore,^  who  stornied  and  took  it,  sooi^ 
after  which  the  powder  magazine  blew  up. 


4.— THE  HON.  A.  C.  JOHNSTONE. 

THIS  gentleman,  ^ho  is  the  fourth  brother  of 
the  Earl  of  Dundonald,  was  born  about  the  year 
1750,  and  bred  to  the  profession  of  arms.  While  a, 
major,  he  became  a  candidate,  and  was  returned  for 
the  boroughs  of  Inverkeithing,  Dumferline,  &c.  to 
the  seventeenth  parliaiperft  of  Great  Britain,  con- 
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toked  in  1790.  In  1793  be  married  Lady  Georgi* 
ana,  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  by  whom 
he  had  a  daughter.  On  this  occasion  he  assumed 
the  addendum  of  Johnstone,  obtained  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  arojy,  and  wa«  appointed 
goYctndr  of  the  island  of  Dominica  in  the  West  In* 
dies.  On  this  he  resigned  bis  seat  in  parliament; 
and  a  new  writ  was  ordered  March  31, 1797. 

At  that  period  the  war  with  France,  the  exer- 
tions of  that  country  in  the  West  Indies,  and  what 
was  still  more  dreadful  to  the  English  planters,  the 
total  abolition  of  slavery,  by  order  of  the  new  re* 
public,  rendered  the  situation  of  the  island  alluded 
to  above,  not  a  little  critita). 

Dominica  is  so  situate  as  to  be  commanded  both 
by  Martiuico  and  Guadaloupe,  and  when  it  is  re- 
collected that  the  negroes  in  this  little  mountam 
ous  colony,  <hen  amounted  to  twenty  thousand,  it 
will  be  allowed,  that  a  large  quantity  pf  combusti- 
ble materials  had  hew  collected  within  a  very  nar^ 
row  space, 

r  Goveiiior  JBruce,  actuated  by  a  very  commend* 
able  policy^  had  se^t  a  m^sage  by  an  old  femal# 
slave,  to  !the  celebrated  Far  eel  le,  a  French  negro, 
who  had  ;fled  to  the  woods,  whither  he  had  been 
joined  by  many  runaways,  &c.  The  late  chief 
justice  Matson,  while  president  of  the  council, 
insisted  on  keeping  the  public  faith  unsullied  with 
this  chief,  who,  having  been  allured  by  the  most 
solemn  promises  from  the  fastnesses,  in  consequence 
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of  this  interposition^  at  length  obtained    certaiii 
lands  according  ix>  the  stipulations  agreed  to. 

During  the  residence  of  Governor  Jdinstone^ 
however^  this  capitulation  is  said  to  have  been  once 
more  violated,*  in  consequence  of  ^hich>  FarceUe 
viras  sent  out  of  the  island ;  but  this,  we  believey 
was  with  the  full  and  entire  consent  of  the  repre- 
sentative body,  which  we  have  been  told  immedi* 
ately  seized  on  the  lands  recently  granted. 

During  this  gentleman's  stay  at  Dominica,  he  had 
some  disputes  with  the  assembly,  which  is  said  to 
have  transmitted  a  petition  to  the  King  and  Council 
against  him ;  but  we  believe  he  was  recalled,  not 
on  this  account,  but  in  consequence  of  a  mutiny  in 
the  West  India  r^ment  commanded  by  him. 

Previously  to  his  return,  he  formed  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  a  rich  Creolian  heiress.  Mademoiselle 
Clugny  Guadet^  daughter  of  the  late  Baron  Clugny; 
and  nearly  related  to  the  consort  of  Bonaparte^ 
who  possessed  several  large  plantations  in  the  neigh- 
bouring island  of  Martinico.  Soon  after  his  de^ 
parture,  the  marriage  was  formally  dissolved  by 
the  simple  Jiat  of  the  French  governor,  in  conse- 
quence, no  doubt,  of  orders  fVom  home,  and  immedi^ 
ately  on  his  arrival  in  England,  the  subject  of  thi^ 

*  It  had  been  stipulated,  on  the  part  of  this  unhappy  man,- wha 
wa«  unfortunately  a  French  negro,  that  he  should  hunt  down> 
reclaim,  and  return  all  runaway  slaves  to  their  masters ;  but  bein^ 
Tip ward»  of  sixty  years  of  age,  he  was  perhaps  unable  to  perform? 
this. 
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brirf  memoir  was  tried  on  certain  charges  before  sl 
court  martial  assembled  at  Chelsea  Hospital.  On 
this  occasion^  the  colonel  is  allowed  to  have  ac- 
quitted himself  with  great  ability^  both  in  the  cross- 
examination  of  the  witnesses^  and  in  the  speech 
i^ade  before  the  military  tribunal  just  alluded  to. 

None  of  the  charges  having  been  proved  by  the 
prosecutor,  he  was,  of  course,  ^^  honorably  ac- 
quitted." Nothwithstan^ing  this,  he  was  deprived 
of  his  battalion,  &c.  which  was  deemed  a  grievance 
by  the  public  in  general,  partly  on  account  of  his 
own  representation  in  a  spirited  pamphlet,  and 
partly  in  consequence  of  the  animadversions  of  Mr.« 
Cobbett,  who  attacked  a  pei*sonage  in  a  high  mili- 
tary situation,  on  that  account.         ^ 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstdne  loudly  and 
repeatedly  protested  against  his  exclusion,  and  after 
having,  as  has  been  said,  solicited  two  hundred 
members  of  the  former  parliament  in  vain,  to  present 
a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  undertook  that  office,  but  without  effect. 

Meanwhile,  the  late  cabinet  having  been  dis- 
solved, and  a  general  election  taking  place,  the 
ex-governor,*  accompanied  by  his  brother,f  pre- 
sented himself  to  the  electors  of  Grampound,  who 
-  -  -  -  ■-■■■.- 

*  The  Hon!  G.  A.  Cochrane,  was  formerly  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  87th  regiment  of  foot.  Another  brother  (Basil)  has  lately 
returned  from  India,  w  ith  an  immense  fortune. 

f  Several  of  the  electors  of  Grampound  first  applied  to  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  who  declined  to  become  a  candidate  :  they  thea 
begged  him  to  recommend  two  of  his  friends. 
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had  determined  to  assert  their  independeoce.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  a  struggle  which  is  said  to  haTe 
heen  accompanied  with  an  expence  but  litt^ 
greater  than  the  cost  of  a  corporation  dinner,  tbejr 
polled  twenty- seven  votes  each,  to  thirteen  on  the 
part  of  Messrs.  Parry  and  Williams,  and  were 
feturned  by  the  proper  officer. 

In  August,  1807,  the  colonel  spoke  in  favour  of 
an  enquiry  into  the  situation  of  Ireland ;  but  what 
chiefly  attracted  the  public  attention,  was  a  variety 
of  motions  relative  to  the  sale  of  commissions,  the 
state  of  the  compassionate  fund,  &c.  which  were 
considered  as  prefatory  to  an  appeal  relative  to  the 
hardship  of  his  own  particular  case ;  but  this,  iit 
consequence  of  circumstances  wholly  unconnected 
with  it,  has  never  since  been  either  argued  or 
decided  upon. 

In  1807,  the  ex-governor  returned  to  the  WesI 
Indies,  where  he  possesses  a  considerable  property. 


GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

IT  has  been  frequently  observed,  that  in  political 
tonteatsthe  lawyers  have  always  been  the  foremost 
in  tb^  race  of  freedom.  Wliether  thi^  propositie» 
be  granted  or  not,  certain  it  is,  that  the  fact  was 
fully  exemplified  in  America.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  colonial  war,  the  tyro  and  the  prac* 
titioner,  the  youth  as  yet  ungowned,  andthe^bar-' 
riiler  grown  hoary  in  practice^  rushed  with  equal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


aOYBRNOR  CJUNTON .  321 

irdor  into,  the  fields  and  wielding  sometiaiefi  the 
muske^^  sometimes  the  halbert>  and  sometimes  th^ 
truacheon^  fought  and  bled^  in  what  they  considered 
to  be  the  battles  of  patriotism^  and  their  country.*  , 
Tnie  it  k,  that  by  the  events  of  the  times  they 
had  bea>iBe  destitute  of  a.profespion^  for  unhappily^ 
where  arms  prevail^  the  laws  are  silent : 

INTER  ARMA  SILENT  LEGE9. 

Yet^  nevertheless^  but  little  was  to  be  gained  in 
the  ranks  of  an  army>  appertaining  to  a  new  statey 
which  h%d  thpught  fit  to  declare  itself  independent* 
Fatigue,  and,  wounds^  added  to  iong  marches  and  a 
scanty  supply  of  provisions^  were  the  companion^ 
even  of  success^  and  in  case  of  defeat^  conquest^ 
subjugation^  and  all  the  pains  and  penalties  attend- 
ant on  treason^  certainly  awaited  thqm.  They  ^ere 
too  enlighteped  a  class  of  the  comnnunity  not  to  be 
fully  aware  of  all*  this>  and  as  the  riskj  therefore^, 
was  so  much  greater  than  the  advantage^  it  is  but 
fair  to  augur^  that  their  motives  were  pure>  and 
their  inteiitions  honourable. 


*  To  mark  the  difference  betwe^  ypungand  old  governments^ 
it  is  only,  necessary  to  repeat  three  lines,  written  by  the  celebrated 
Arthur  Murphy  about  this  very  period,  in  which  he  satirises  a  cer- 
tain class  6f  English  lawyers,  as-  betaking  themselves  to  pursuits 
€ij^  a  very  dissku'dar  kind : 

'•"Not  ev'n  attomies  have  this  fage  withstood, 
ButcbangM  their  peng  for  truncheons,  ink  for  blood. 
And,  sad  revers*  !  died  for  their  country**  good  !*• 

1808-1809.  y 
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*Ge^rgc  Qinton,  Vice-presideBt  ^  iSie  tJmtoi 
l^teSi  k  a  native  of  New  York^  and  is  now  abent 
tixty-nine*  years  of  age.  He  is  tbe' younger  sim  of 
a  British  governor  of  that  name^  who  governed  lUi 
tolony  about  the  middle  of  the  Ibrmei'  eentnry« 
We  know  he  has  an  elder  brother  Jamte  Clinton^ 
who^  as  well  as  George^  was  aOeneral  in  Ihe  Ame^ 
rican  army  in  the  war  of  Independence ;  but  tha 
celebrity  of  the  younger  brother  in  this  case  has 
been  so  much  superior  to  that  of  the  j^der^  tibat 
when  in  that  country  they  mention  the  name  of 
Clinton^  it  always  designates  George ;  and  it  is  not 
necessary^  as  in  the  ease  of  AdiEras^  to  pre&t  At 
christian  name. 

George  Clinton  was  bred  to  the  law,  which  he 
practised  with  reputation  before  the  celd^^  con* 
test  broke  out  in  1775.  On  this  he  left  the  bar, 
took  an  early  and  decided  part  in  the  military  ser* 
ifice  of  his  country,  and  was  raised  almost  itiapiedi- 
ately  to  the  rank  of  General.  In  this  statiim  ka 
distinguished  himself  in  the  two  first  campaigns. 
The  measure  of  independence  was  declined  in  177$, 
and  the  several  provinces  had  then  their  respectjyn 
constitutions  to  frame.  In  this  work  too,  particu- 
larly in  the  State  of  New  York,  Clinton  look  a 
leading  part ;  and  when  the  code  was'  organised  in 
1777,  he  w^as  chosen  goyerpor*  This  wi^  the  "fir/rt 
time  that  the  chief  magistrate  of  that  pro^in<iie4iad 

*  This  article  was  ^:pmpo$e4  Ip^  aa  Araiericaa  ctli:ien  tf  con- 
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'    .  ..."       "•    -     '    • 

been  ^kctekhy  the  pedpic;  tbc  govrraor'tBen,  as 

ia  moat  ot  the  dither  colonies^  having  been  before' 

dedgiiatisd  by  royal  nomination. 

It  is  ^no  small  prai^  to  Mr.  C.  that^  from  the 
J^ear  1777  to  this  dajr,  he  has  nerer  ceased  to  unite 
the  suffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens  for  that  office^ 
except  when  he  has  signified^  by  a  public  decla-  • 
tation  in  th^  newspapers^  that  he  should  deqline  to 
fierve.  After  he  had  tieen  chosen  without  intermis- 
sion for  eigbteed  years^  he  gave  notice  that  he  must 
l¥itbdraw  on  account  df  ill  health. 

This  occurred  in  1795,  and  the  people  elected 
John  Jay  for  his  successor.  That  gentleman  con- 
tinued to  serre  for  six  years,  when  he  likewise  de- 
clined further  service;  and  Mr.  Clinton,  whose 
tigonr  was  now  restored,  was  re  choseH&in  1801. 
He  then  served  three  years ;  and  in  1804  gave  no- 
tice again  that  he  would  exercise  that  office  no 
loiiger.  The  people  then  nominated  Mr.  Morgan 
Lewis ;  arfd  Governor  Clinton  has  been  since  chosen 
Vice-president  of  the  Union,  which  place  he  now 
h6lAs. 

The  States  of  America,  in  their  individual  ca- 
jiaeity,  have  no  foreign  relations ;  that  branch  of 
their  public  business  being  confided  to  the  general 
jj^orernment ;  so  that  the  office  of  chief  magistrate 
in  one  of  those  grand  divisions  of  the  empire,  al- 
though very  honourable,  as  being  conferred  on  a 
simple  citizen  by  the  free  votes  of  an  intelligent 
and  scrutinizing  people,  is^  rather  laborious  than 
»^Ittdid.     It^  eclat  can  scarcely  reach  across  the 
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Atlantic^  although  it  may  be  dignified  by  the  eg/tr- 
tion  of  every  virtue  and  every  talent.  In  short,  its 
exercise  may  have  an  energetic  influence  on  the 
Industry  and  happiness  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
our  fellow-creatures^  vrhiloxits  existence  scarcely 
comes  to  our  knowledge. 

In  no  part  of  America^  and  therefore  in  no  part 
of  the  worlds  have  the  improvements  of  society  been 
more  rapid  within  the  last  twenty  years^  than  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  That  state,  within  this  periodj. 
has  not  only  trebled  its  population,  and  decupled 
its  wealth  ;  but  it  has  meliorated  its  civile  political, 
literary,  scientifical,  and  republican  institutions,  in 
a  very  extensive  ratio.  This  can  only  be  perceived 
by  comparing  their  present  situation  wi^i  the  low 
and  discouraging  condition  they  were  in  at  the  close 
of  the  war. 

It  is  not  oyr  business,  in  this  biographical  sketchy 
to  give  a  detailed  account  of  these  events ;  for  we 
shall  not  pay  so  poor  a  compliment  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  people,  as  to  suppose  that  these  melio* 
rations  are  owing  altogether  to  the  governor.  But 
we  find  them  carrying  on  during  his  administra- 
tion (not  to  say  under  it) ;  and  wherever  voluntaiy 
associations  have  been  set  on  foot  for  laudable  pur- 
poses^ disconnected  with  the  government^  wealway» 
find  his  name  among  the  foremost  of  the  patrons^ 
encouragers,  and  founders. 

His  military  career,  while  acting  under  the  ge- 
neral government  of  the  United  States,  was  short> 
and  happened  during  the   two  first   campaigns^ 
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wfaentiie  American  forces,  unprovided  and  unorga^ 
ftised^ were  every  where  unfoitunate,  and  generally 
defeated  and  discouraged,  so  that  we  find  no  one 
brilliant  achievement.in  which  he  took  a  part. 

But  as  governor  of  the  state,  and  by  virtue  of 
that  station^  commander  in  chief  of  its  militia,  we 
observe  him  frequently  in  the  field ;  especially  dur- 
ing the  double  invasion  of  that  state  in  1777,  bjf 
Creneral  Burgoyne  from  the  north,  and  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  from  the  south.  The  project  of  those,  two 
Generals,  one  marching  from  the  u  pper  waters  of  tho 
Hud9on,and  the  other  fr  6m  itsmouth,  was  to  penetrate 
tiie  province  by  the  <^hannel  of 'that  river;  and  mee£ 
in  the  centre.  It  wa&  near  this  verj^  centre,  at  New: 
Windsor,  that  the  governor  assembled  the  militia  of 
his  state,  garrisoned  the  strong  posts  in  th^  high"* 
land§,  and  made  additibns  to  the  works.      : 

The  identity  of  his  name^  with  tihat  of  the  south- 
ern British  General,  proved  fatal  to. one  pf  the  spies 
of  Burgoyne.  This  man,  who  was  an  American 
and  knew  the  country,  was  sent  by  his  General  to 
carry  a  letter  to  Sir  H.  Clinton,  whom  he  expected 
to  find  already  arrived  with  his  army  in  the  high- 
lands. He  made  his  way  very  well;  and  might, 
with  the  same  facility,  have  proceeded  to  New- 
York,  whence  Sir  Henry  had «carcely  yet  departed; 
but  in  passing  near  the  highlands,  and  enquiiing 
for  the  camp  of  General  Clinton,  he  was  directed  to 
New  Windsor,  where,  on  being  conducted  to  head 
quarters,  he  desired  to  speak  with  the  commander, 
to  whon^  he  was  immediately  presented^  neither  his 
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conductor  nor  himself  faaTinip  the  Uic^  sAipidio«  6f 
the  mistake^  t\\l  he  came  into  the  teat.  Hefe  the 
poor  lidlow^  whoJuiew  Sir  Hearjf '«  person>  ptr^ted 
his  error ;  and>  turning  his  head  aside>'he  wm  well 
to  put  something  in  his  mouthy  which>  being  half 
choked  with  terror,  he  swallowed  with  difficoltT* 
The  General,  on  examination,  perceived  at  onea 
how  the  man  had  mistaken  hid  waj^  and  ordered  ait 
epoetic  to  be  given  him,  which  brought  up  a  smidl 
iilver  liullet  which  they  found  to  be  hollow,  and  to 
contain  a  letter  from  Burgojne  to  his  colleague, 
short  indeed  and  laconic,  hut  unhappily  for  the 
bearer^  sufficient  to  condemn  him  as  a  British  spy 
in  the  American  camp.  The  letter,  disguised  in 
French,  was  in  these  words ;  '^  Je  siiis  icU  difcchet 

Governor  Clinton,  has  been  much  aiBSicted  with 
haid  health  during  the  greater  part  of  his  public  life, 
doubtless  owing^  in  no  small  degree,  to  the  greal 
and  unremitted  application  to  business,  which  the 
ftithful  discharge  of  his  duty  has  required.  We 
hope  his  present  situation  as  Vice-president,  whoso 
functions  will  occupy  him  but  a  small  part  of  the 
^ear,  and  then  prove  much  easier  in  the  discharge 
than  these  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed^  wiU 
press  less  heavily  upon  his  constitution,  and  pre^ 
pare  lor  a  comfortable  old  age^  so  as  to  enable  hioi 
long  to  enjoy  the  consoling  retrospect  .^f  service!^ 
(^jpferred  oii  hia  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 

SiBL  SAIVJUEL  ROMILLY, 

EX-SOLICITOR  GENERAL. 

While  tb^  navy  and  army  defend  the  nation  from 
s  f<»ceig4i  enemy  on  one  side,  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  are  intended  to  protect  us  from  civil  ty^ 
ranny  and  domestic  oppression  on  the  other.     Our 
eommdn  Goontry^i  ever  ^ratefuli  reserves  honours  fot 
them  all,  and  rewar(k^each  in^  a  manner  at  once  dis^ 
tinct  and  appropriate.     On  tlie  men  of  the  sword^ 
are  conferred  the  shining  ornaments  of  stars  and 
ribhands;  for  one*  of  the  orders  of  modern  chivalry, 
either  is,  or  ought  to  be,  reserved  exclusively  fot 
them;     while  appellations,   commemorating    tht 
battles  which  they  have    gained,   proclaim  theif 
deeds  to  the  latest  posterity.     To  the  men  of  tbf 
irobe,  appertain  recompences  of  st  different  kind. 
The  two  chiefs  of  the  common  law  and  chancm'y 
courts  have,  of  late  years,  been  usually  ennobled  t 
the  other  judges  possess  titles,  although  of  an  inferior 
degree  ;  all  have  been  admitted  to  the  dignity  of  th# 
eoif,  while  their  tostttme  confers  an  air  of  gravity; 
becoming  those  men,  who,  aton^  period  of  the  year 
sit  in  judgment  "on  the  lives  and  at  another  decide 
on  the  properties  (ff  their  fellow  subjects.  Deseend- 
ing  along  the  legal  hierarchy,  we  find  the  boun*^ 
daries   of  the  respective  ranks  marked   out  audi 
designated  by  scarlet,  taffeta,  and  stuff,  while  thd 
wig,  by  the  peculiarities  of  itr  shape  and  make,  ii 

♦TBeBath. 
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made  to  point  out,  as  if  by  a  telegraphy  all  the  various 
degrees  ofdignity,  from  the  ''  puisne  judge,*'  to  the 
'*  utter  barrister." 

That  the  bar  is  the  slow,  but  certain  road  to 
honour,  in  this  country,  when  talents  are  united 
with  industry,  and  opportunity  is  happily  aflbrded 
for.  the  display  of  both,  is  a  fact  generally  known : 
tiay  more,  the  fate  of  most  of  our  counsel  is  early 
prognosticated,  and  their  future  designation  in  some 
Xneasure  settled  by  their  own  contemporaries. 
When  a  barrister  of  promise,  such  as  Erskine  once 
was,  appears  above  the  political  horizon,  his  orbit 
is  calculated  and  pointed  out  with  the  same  nicety 
as  that  of  a  comet :  his  fellows  look  up  to.him  with 
respect,  clients  flqck  around^  friends  multiply  offers  of 
#ervice>andattornidsbe^ege  his  chambers  with  briefs! 

Some,  and  but  few,  like  the  '^  silver-tongued 
Murray,"  uotite  all  the  graces  of  elocution  with  the 
^ry  study  of  municipal  Jurisprudence;  others,  like 
T4>urlo>v,  rely  on  tbeir  native  powers,  and  a  certain 
l^luntoess  of  devieanour,  which  confers  an  air  of 
origiiiality  ;  ^  third  class,  and  here  indeed  the  Tium«* 
bcr  is  limited  in  the  extreme,  and  the  race  appears 
to  be  nearly  extinct,  forming  themselves,  like  Dun^ 
ning,  on  the  grtat  modeU  to  be  found  in  tbe  history 
of  our  own  jurisprudence,  become  coostitutioaal 
lawyers,  and  soaring  above  all  little  groveling  con«^ 
fdderations,  at  the  bar  maintain  the  principles  advd* 
cated  by  our  ancestors,  and  in  the  senate  both  speak 
ajjd  vote  in  support  of  that  freedom  which  has  mad^ 
us  a  great,  and  can  alope  make  us  a  happy,  people. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


8iR  SAMUEL  ROMILLW  S^ 

'  Sir  Samuel,  Rornilly,  in  the  ^ame  mtfniier  as  hii 
precursors^  Hardwicke^Kenyon,  and  Ashbtirton,  has 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  Like  them 
too,  he  affects  not  to  look  up  to  what  depends  merely 
bn  chance,  and  can  be  conferred  by  no  merit  of  his 
own  ;  biii  with  these  he  aspires  to,  and  will  in  all 
probability  become,  the  founder  of  a  family.  It  is 
the  custom  of  the  vulgar  herd  of  biographers,  to 
lean  towards  great  names,  and  to  build  a  foundation 
on  high  birth,  illustrious  alliances,  or  ancii^tit  de- 
scent :  but  those  who  are  desirous  to  instruct  as  well 
&s  to  amuse,  will  readily  search  for,  and  find  another 
inlejt  to  respect,  and  a  better  claim  to  admiration. 
•  ^he  family  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  has 
been  closely  and  intimately  connected,  for  more  than 
a  century,  with  whatsoever  appertains  to  civil  or 
religious  liberty.  By  one  side,  his  ancestors  con- 
sisted of  those  persecuted  men,  who,  preferring 
conscience  to  affluence,  in  consequence  of  the  revo- 
cation of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  were  driven  from 
France  by  Louis  XIV.,  at  a  period  when  no  longer 
alive  either  to  the  love  of  justice  or  of  glory,  his 
couch  was  surrounded  by  a  mistress  and  priests 
equally  bigotted,  and  he  consented  in  an  evil  hbuf 
to  the  expulsion  of  the  Protestants.  By  the  other 
side,  he  is  connected  with  the  little  republic 
of  Geneva,  which,  uniting  a  love^ of  freedom  with, 
an  attachment  to  the  manual  arts,  became  a  model 
of  all  that  was  admirable  in  society,  until  unmerci* 
fully  sfwailowed  up  by  the  devouring  despotism  of 
imperial  France. 
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Ht9  father^  who  was  ao  ingeoioas  aaft  of  gieat 
eminenee*  in  bis  art^  conferred  on  him  a  good  6da- 
cation ;  all  the  rest  has  beed  achieved  by  hwnelf. 
Having  b^n  destined  for  the  taw^  he  was  bcongh^ 
0p  expressly  for  that  purpose.  Happening  to  b^ 
placed  under  a  respectable  gentleman,  in  the  Si:^ 
Clerks  Office^  the  latter  soon  discovered  that  his 
pupil  possessed  more  than  ordinary  talents  ;  and  he 
accordingly  advised  young  Ron^illy  to  enter  his 
name  as  a  member  of  one  of  the  inns  of  court.  This 
is  a  mere  matter  of  course  ;  for  the  Apprenticu  ad 
legem,  as  the  students  were,  formerly  termed,  are  no 
longer  subje'et  to  mgotings,  and  no  longer  trouble^ 
with  attending  readings  on  certain  abstruse  statutes, 
^oney  is  now  the  only  thing  requisite^  for  with  ibii 
any  person  of  decent  character  is  sure  of  being 
udmitted  to  the  bar^  apd  without  it^  all  the  precision 
of  a  Buller,  all  the  integrity  of  a  Pratt,  and  all  the, 
keen-eyed  sagacity  of  a  Mansfield^  would  pcovQ 
unavailing. 

Mr.  Romilly  accordingly  received  a  '"^  calf  aftef 
the  Is^se  of  the  usual  period,  on  paying  the  usual 
fees.  His  wig  and  his  stuff  gown  were  exactly  like 
those  of  every  other  barrister ;  but  there  was  some* 
thing  under  both,  that  soon  distinguished  him  from 
the  herd.  In  the  law,  nothing  can  be  effected 
without  industry ;  this  he  possessed  in  no  common 
4^gree ;  y«t  labour  will  be  of  but  litl]^  avail  without 

♦  He  was  many  yeai»  jeweller  to  the  kingj^  a^d  Te«df4  « 
Bro^d-stw^ 
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.  In  the  praictice  of  the  Old  Bailey,  we  have  nevef 
lieUrd  hk  name  once  mentioned,  nor  do  we  recollect 
at  Nisi  Prius,  to  have  seen  him  brow-beating  an  evi- 
Aehce,  This  fashionable  introduction  to  modern 
practice  has  made  the  fortune  of  more  than  ont 
advocate^  but  it  requires  a  certain  happy  unbltish^ 
ing  cast  of  countenance,  while  its  merits  are  eqifivo^ 
cal  in  the  extreme ;  we  have  indeed  perceived  a 
reluctant  witness,  writhing  under  the  lash,  and 
obliged  to  disgorge  the  truth;  but  we  have  also 
beheld  an  honourable  man  put  to  the  blush,  and  a 
lasting  wound  inflicted  by  this  two-edged  swordy 
which,  in  unskilful  hands,  is  calculated  to  de- 
stroy both  the  innocent  and  the  guilty. 

We  wis^i  it  had  been  possible  to  state  the  first* 
suit  in  which  IVff*  Romilly  was  engaged,  or  at  least 
that  in  which  he  first  distinguished  himself  In  ihe 
history  of  memorable  men,  a  trifling  event  consti- 
tutes ap  epochs  and  the  writer  of  the  life  of  Lord 
Coke  has  been  eaiger  to  record^  that  he  earl^ 
evinced  a  promise  of  his  future  celebrity  in  the 
''  Cook*s  case/'t 

lif  may  be  su^cient  for  our  purpose,  however/ 
to  state^  that  Mr.  J^omiUy  directed  his  attention  to 
the  Chancery  baf^  and  soon  attained  considerable. 

*  ^bo\xi  the  year  >79^>  Mr.  R.  acquired  grea{  celebrity,  as  the 
counsel  for  Mr«  Gale  Jones,  who  was  tried  fu^  sedi^ot^  at  tU^e 
"V^arwick^hlM  afisizes. 

-^  The  CookQftl^)nperTeii^|>l^ 
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etTiihencc  in  the  slow,  but  pretty  'certain  rdad  ta 
opulence — that  of  a  respectable  equity  draftsman, 
lie  also  went  the  midland  circuit,  and  his  rising  for- 
tune beginning  to  be  buzzed  about,  his  practice 
aiigmented  apace. 

/  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  late  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne  was  not  only  himself  a  man  of  tincom- 
moir  talents  and  penetration,  but  endowed  with  a 
eert&in  peculiar  faculty  of  discovering  these  qualifi- 
cations in  others.  This  rare  gift — for  such  it 
certainly  is — was  particularly  displayed  at  an  early 
period,  in  the  choice  of  his  associates,  as  the  names 
and  reputations  of  a  B^rre,  a  Baring,  a  Dunning, 
&c.  &c.  fully  attest.  Nor  did  his  sagacity  fail  on 
the  present  occasion ;  for  many  years  since^  Mr. 
Roroilly  was  selected  by  his  lordship  from  the 
crowd  of  young  barristers,  invited  by  him  to  his 
house,  and  admitted  to  his  friendship.  Accordingly, 
during  the  long  vacation,  he  was  a  constant  visitor 
at  Bow  Wood,  the  summer  residence  of  that  noble- 
man, and  generally  repaired  thither  in  company 
with  Mr.  Jekyll. 

Having  acquired  those  habits  which  usually  pro- 
"mote  both  health  and  success  in  life,  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  in  Wiltshire  as  wpU  as  in  town,  was 
accustomed  to  rise  eariy,  and  he '  was  accordingly 
seen  frequently,  by  peep  of  day,  strolling  along  the 
groves  which  ad6rn^d  that  beautiful  and  now 
neglected  spot  just  alluded  to,  sometimes  contem- 
plating the  scene  around  him^  but  more  &equently 
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with,  a  book  in  his  hand^  in  order  to  catch ihose 
moments  for  improvement^  which  others  too  often 
waste  in  indolence. 

,  It  was  there  too^  that  he  first  saw  his  present 
wife ;  she  wis  then  Miss  Garbat,  the  daughW  of 
a  gentleman  who  had  acted^  many  years  ago^  as 
Secretary  to  the  Marquis,  when  Earl  Shelburne, 
and  a  Mini^tier  of  State.^ 

Meanwhile,  the  declining  health  of  Mr.  Romilly, 
in  addition  to  a  longing  desire  to  visit  foreign 
countries,  made  him  resolve  to  make  a  tour  on  the 
continent.  He  accordingly  passed  through  France, 
which  then  only  began  to  display  revolutionary 
symptoms,  and  spent  some  time  at  Geneva.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  Switzerland,  which  at  that  period 
enjoyed  a  state  of  uninterrupted  happiness  and  trAn-_ 
qui\lity,  with  an  exception  of  some  trifling  disturb- 
ances in  the  Pays  de  Vaux^  a  country  governed  by 
the  Bernese^  with  a  degree  of  rigour  that  aflef  wards 
proved  fatal,  not  only  to  their  own  liberties,  but  to 
those  of  all  the  Helvetic  body. 

At  length,  after  refreshing  his  mind  by  fereign 
travel,  and  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  world; 
our  young  lawyer  returned  to  England,  married  the 
woman  of  bis  choice,  by  whom  be  has  a  numerous 
faitiily,  set  himself  down  steadily  to  his  legal  labours, 
bnd  was  soon  loioked  up  to  as  a  shining  ornament 
pf  his  profession.     There,  is  no  instance,  perba|>s, 

*  Her  brother,  lieutenant-colonel  G.  of  Knill,  in  the  county  of 
i|Bietod,Jja8lately-tak(mtheTia«neof\Val3hfira.  '     ^   ^-*-'  -  i  . 
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of  fluefa  a  rapid  career^  or  micfa  a  ludden  a^qaisttioa 
of  practice.  But  tbc  times  proved  favourable  to 
him^  for  Sir  John  Scott  was  promoted  to  the  woo)- 
•ack»  and  the  chancery  bench^  while  Mr.  Mitford 
became^  first.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
England,  and  then  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

Having  always  exhibited  a  marked  attachment 
to  constitutional  liberty,  Mr.  Romilly,  who  had  by 
]this  time  obtained  a  silk  gown,  with  a  patent  of  pre- 
cedency,  was  at  length  selected  as  a  fit  person  to 
fill  the  office  of  Solicitor  General.  Accordingly, 
when  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Grenville,  by  a  strangle 
fatality,  came  iuto  power  together,  he  was  nomi-\ 
Dated  to  that  otTice  in  the  beginning  of  1806 ;  and  \ 
having  accordingly  succeeded  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs, 
was  immediately  dubbed,  knight))jOod  being  now 
considered  a  necessary  appendage.  It  has  been  W* 
sorted,  that  he  was  at  one  time  intended,  per  sgltufn, 
to  have  been  nominated  chancellor,  and  assuredly 
bis  extensive  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  court 
would  have  admirably  fitted  him  to  presidcrin  it. 

It  now  became  necessary  that  he  should  have  a 
scat  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  be  was  accord^ 
ingly  brought  in  for  Queenborough.  Notwithstand-* 
ing  ihe  laborious  >qd  almost  incessant  attention 
required  by  his  profession,  both  at  Westminster  Hall 
and  in  his  chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  Sir  Samuel 
determined  to  discharge  his  duties  ate  a  meipber  of 
Parliament,  with  that  discrimination  and  energy 
peculiar  to  himself.  Perceiving  ifi  the  course  of  his 
practice,  that  a  ncrmlicr  pf  credttof  s  were  in  ceriMi 
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iases  deprived  of  their  just  demands  by  the  inter- 
vention of  the  lav?  relative  to  landed  property,  he 
ttftolved  to  attempt  a  remedy.  Accordingly,  on  the 
SSthof  Maccii,  1807,  he  obtained  leave  to  bring  ia 
«bi3l  ^'for  making  the  freehold  estates  of  persons 
liable  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  who  might  die  indebted, 
assets  for  the  payment  of  their  simple  contract 
ilebts/'*  This  proposition  was  seconded  by  Mr» 
Attorney  General  (Sir  Arthur  Piggott),  and  sup- 
ported by  the  following  speech^  which  was  heard 

with  a  marked  attention^ 

■.       .  .  t 

"  Mr.  Speaker, 

*' Gentlemen  are  aware,  that  by  the  law  of  England  a  man 
seked  of  a  freehold  estate  might  contract  debts  to  any  amount 
without  subjecting  that  fee  to  the  responsibility  of  tlie  debts  in- 
curred, provided  the  debtor  had  passed  no  securities  under  seal. 
Book  debts  ^md  hills  bf  exchange,  which  were  not  under  seal,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  say,  did  not  affect  freehold  estates.  If,  then, 
a  man,  owner qf  a.  freehold  estate,  of  extravagant  habits,  and  of 
that  unmeaning  profusion  that  prompted  him  to  be  rather  generous 
^han  just,  should  die  indebted  to  one  or  more  creditors  in  an  enor- 
mous amount,  and  instead  of  having  left  sufficient  means  to  satisfy 
their  just  demands,  shctold,  with  a  caprice  worthy  of  his  prudence, 
have  transferred  to  some  unknown  undeserving  heir  that  entire 
Estate  which  was  the  source  of  tlieir  confidence,  and  ought  to  have 
been  their  remuneration,  he  appealed  to  tliat  House,  what  must 
be  the  sentiments  of  such  an  injiired  body  of  men  as.th«  creditors 
in  such  a  case  ? 

^*  No  matter  how  wanton  or  capricious  the  will  itself  that  con-' 


^  We  have  sonie  reason  to  think,  that  thfere  was  once  something 
cf  this  nature  before  attempted,  but  without  effect,  by  the  hte^ 
Charles  Ambler,  Esq.  Attorney  General  to  the  Queen/  -;  *    •   -  -* 
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stituted  the  heir.  His  titie  in  law>u  indispatabh  to  itat  propcrf^^* 
which,  in  common  jt/s^icc,  ought  to  have  been  another's.  He 
may  look  with  indifference  upon  the  claims  of  creditors,  who 
have,  unfortunately  for  themselves,  founded  them  upon  no  stronger 
principle  than  the  honour  of  their  debtor ;  but  it  is  not  for  th6 
legislature  of  a  great  commercial  country  to  look  with  iodifferenoe 
upon  any  measure  that  tends  to  shake  the  generous  confidenc6^ 
which  is  the  support  of  British  credit  ahd  the  pride  of  British 
commerce — nay  were  even  the  law  itself  not  objectionable,  still 
the  abuses  of  which  it  has  been  productive  would  sufficiently  war» 
rant  this  abolition. 

"  He  regretted  th^t  there  had  occurred  within  the  recolkctijBffi 
of  the  present  age,  so  many  instances  of  men  possessed  of  freehold 
estates,  who,  finding  themselves  overwhelmed  with  an  accumu- 
lation of  debt,  had  resolved  upon  the  desperate  alternative  of  de- 
priving themselves  of  existence,  and  thus,  by  a  sort  of  posthunigas 
iDJustice,  put  out  of  the  reach  of  their  creditors  every  possible 
means  of  redress  or  recompence.  Strange  as  it  is  that  such  a 
rule  should  exist  in  any  country,  it  is  still  more  unaccountable 
that  such  a  rule  should  be  peculiar  to  this  country. 

^'  On  the  continent  heirs  are  subject  to  the  debts  of  those  froni 
whom  they  inherit,  and  grateful  is  it  to  observe  the  pious  industry 
of  their  efforts  to  redeem  the  faith  they  justly  conceive 
to  have  been  pledged  by  those  who  had  held  before  them.  In 
Scotland  this  rule  is  not  entirely  recognised — why  it  continued  in. 
force  in  England  down  to  the  present  day,  was  what  he  found  it 
difficult  to  account  for.  To  trace  its  origin  it  was  necessary  to 
recur  to  the  feudal  times,  when  allodial  property  was  annihilated, 
and  that  in  order  to  secure  any  it  was  necessary  to  hold  it  of  a 
superior  liege — the  relations  between  the  vassal  and  the  lord  ren- 
dered all  alienation  of  property  impracticable,  until  after  the 
gradual  relaxations  from  the  strictpess  of  this  rule,  the  owner  v^as 
allowed  to  relieve  half  his  property,  and  subsequently  the  whole. 
The  statute  of  the  13th  of  Edward  the  First,  called  from  its  two 
commencing  words  the  statute  of  "Quia  Eniptores"  was  enacted 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  the  then  progressively  increasing,  sy*-. 
tern  ef  subinfeudation^  so  that  the  law  may  be  now  sai4  ta  b^vc^ 
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*«drvlvedlor  Aire  htrndr^  jeas  /tli^  reoaoli  th9t  prcK^pqed  ity  an^ 
therefore  to  iiav^  been  for  £ve  iiundi»fl  jkaib^  if  ^ot^mischievous^ 
9t  leasts  mtlesB,  axid  j^et  (not  wbat  nU  usdess  ;if i^irp  ^^d  b^)> 
bteolcfte. 

'^  He  €ould  not  help^i^markiiag  upoa.the  iocdnsistency  of  this 

Iftw^  loose^  when  it  was  so  desirable  it  should  b^. strict^  dpd  ia 

.t>thfir  re^ctjp  rigid  to  a ,  deg;^,  bordering  ypop  severity  al|nost' 

censurable.    Jn  the  case  of  personal  goods,   and  all  species  0/ 

"chattel  interest,  the  operation  of  this  law  in  enforcir^  the  pay- 

ment  of  debts  was  known  to  be  summary,  decisive,  and  eflB<*ient. 

'HeeouMnot  say  much  iiU  favour  of  the  impartial  aj^Ec^oaof 

^ihat  la^iwhioh,  whilst  it\«3?»ep<^-.|hefree^ol|l(fst4^  idl^, 

i<tiie  dif^patod,  or  dishonest  4^tor>  ^ave  up  ,the  person  and  pro^ 

.jcrty  ofhis  perhaps  struggling  creditor  to  ^11  the  fatal  consequenceg 

of  some  unforeseen  vicissitudes  of  trade  the  little  heliiid  (his  all) 

to  bankruptcy,  and  himself  to  the  moral  as  well  as  physical  cdn- 

-tagion<^  a  gaol,  where  he  is  doomed  to  linger  Out  the  wretiQhed 

rbmnant  ofhis  days  in  unavailing  sorrow^unkssjieftto^ed  to  the 

-world  l^  one.of  tliose  rare  ins^cesof  the  ii}ter^($itlon  of  the 

*  legislature,  to  mitigate  the  iUiern  rigour  of  the  law. 

''  As  all  debts  dtie  upon  n^^iable  secmittes  w^^^ijrvpie  cc^i* 
-tract  debts>  the  object  of  the  bill  -wodd  be  tp  pijit  ^11  sijiopje  .ca%- 
'  tract  creditors  upon  the  same  footiag.3witiL8pfifiid  creditors..  Gfca- 
tlemen  of  that  House  who  were  not  convecsaot  ia  hfe  pc^^n 

*  Hi^ht  not  be  awale  that  a.coort  of  equky  waSiAe  only  c^u^t  ia 
which  real  estates  could  possibly  be  snaielitWe  to /siipple  con- 
tract debts.  This  serious  evil  courts  of  jaqmfy.hiVe  .oncteWjWwed 
to  remedy  by  a  mode  of  proceeding  .wbiiiiijpro&fcsiereil  rgm  m^^ 

'  stood  by  ihe  terms  '  marshalling  of  ^ets.'  He.^uW  copql^wje 
by  observing,  that  in  onkr  to  combat  die  ^neral  p:|:4»^ipe  ag^jpst 
innovation,  it  is  the  duty  of  ai^  person  g-oposmg.  thiit.j0t]i/&  mws^re 
should  be  adopted  in  tbeJplacc  of  pother,  not:  09^  tbstatjei.tie 

'  alledged  good  effects  of  the  new,  but  also  the  adv^ntagps  and  dj^^ 
advantages  trf'the  old  one.    In  the  latter  stateMietot  lie  tod  cer- 

■  tainly  been  partial,  but  he  was  unavoidably  io.  Hehad  slated  the 
disadvantages  only,  because  in  his  viewof  the-OTeafiUre.(and  it  ^« 

*  not  an  inattentive  one),  it  appeared  but  produotiy^of  pucenqd 

1808-1809.  z 
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unmixed  evil.  He  had  now  only  to  apdogise  to  the  Hous^  ioi 
ti^spasslng  80  longuptmthdr  time^  and  hoped^  that  if  he  had 
been  guilty  (^  prolixity^  it  would  be  rather  imputed  to  an  anxietf 
in  htm  to  make  himielf  as  dear  and  intelligent  as  possible  upon 
a  subject  of  such  importance.td  the  landed  and  commercial  interest 
of  the  country." 

On  this  occasion^  a  lawyer  (Mr.  W.  Wynne) 
hoped  the  learned  gex^tl^man  would  not  stop  her^i 
^'  l)ut  apply  hi^  mind  to  a  similar  consideration  in 
respect  to  the  estates  of  the  Ifi^ing  as  well  bs  of  tbe 
dead  ;''  yet  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  it  met 
with  a  powerful  opposition^  especially  on  the  part 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls^  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  transcript  pf  his  speech : 

Sir  William  Grant  m^intained>  '^  that  the  bill  would  be  9  ^ 
gerous  innovaticH)  on  the  existing  laws  of  the  country.  If  k« 
were  to  find  feult  with  any  thing  merely  for  being  a  reipnant  cf 
antiquity,  and  preserved  from  feudal  times,  we  must  recast  ti^ 
whole  system  of  our  laws.  It  was  only  from  the  feudal  system 
that  the  distincti(m  first  arose  between  landed  and  personal  pro- 
perty. That  distinction  was  not  known  to  the  Roman  law,  or  tp 
the  law9  of  the  Saxons.  The  principle  of  the  bill  went  to  Remove 
this  dbtinction  altogether,  and  although  the  present  bi^  did  not  gt> 
80  far,  yet,  if  he  were  to  vote  for  the  prcjs^t,  jip  did  nqt  see  bow 
he  could  withhold  his  vote  from  anoth^  bill  fopnded  on  th^  s^me 
principle.  The  hw  at  present  says,  th^t  no  man  shall  alienate  a 
freehold  except  by  deeds  executed  in  a  certain  forpi,  and  thjit  Jie 
shall  not  charge  it  with  debts  except  in  a  certaip  mannea:.  If  then 
he  dies  without  executing  the  power  and  controul  that  he  mig^t 
have  had  over  his  freehold  prbporty,  the  law  gives  it  to  t^ie  bsis 
unincumbered,  and  the.heir  enters  ivith  a  legal  right,  as  stropg  ^ 
the  tenant  in  taU  would  do  after  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life. 
The  laws  of  natural  justice  were  not  applicaSle  to  thequestioaj 
for  it  was  not  natural  justice,  but  the  law  of  the  land,  which  allo\ift 
a  man  p  dispose  of  bis  freehold^  dfler  hi^  death.    It  could  no^  be 
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mM  tabe  contrary  to  natural  jjostice,  if  it  were  the  law,  as  it  wai 
formerly  in  France,  that  a  certain  portion  of  a  man's  landed  estate 
should  descend  to  his  children  unincumbered  by  any  debts,  and 
not  to  be  revoked  by  any  deed  or  will.  It  wa$  not  contrary  to 
natural  justice,  that  a  widow  should  receive,  as  her  dowery,  an 
absolute  third  of  the  whole  estate,  although  it  might  be  charged 
.  with  debts  beyond  its  real  value.  The  principle  of  the  bill,  if 
carried  to  its  full  extent,  would  shake  the  foundation  of  the  securJ^ 
of  marriage  settlements,  as  the  man  who  proposed  to  settle  estates 
on  a  marriage,  might  owe  debts  equal  to  thie  whole  value  of  the 
estates.  He  considered  that  the  commercial  cretKt  of  the  country 
^tood  now  on  much  higher  grounds  than  it  did  in  former  ages ;  ftn4 
although  it  was  highly  liberal  in  the  aristocracy  to  consent,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  First,  that,  for  the  benefit  of  commerce, 
lands  should  be  charged  with  simple  contract  debts,  by  whoever 
should  sue  out  a  statute-merchant,  yet  that  writ  was  never  now 
Tesorted  to.  The  privilege  of  ParKartient  was  now  mtich  more  in 
'fivour  of  monied  men  than  of  landed  gentlemen,  because  the 
profits  of  land  could  be  got  to  the  last  shilling  by  degtis  5  whereas 
there  was  no  means  of  touching  the  income  from  funded  property, 
which  any  member  of  that  House  possessed.  After  repeating 
most  of  the  arguments  he  had  used  on  a  former  night,  he  con- 
deluded  by  opposing  Ae  biH. 

*'  The  Solicitor  General  then  entered  into  a  mipute  examination 
©f  all  tiie  objections  to  the  bill.  He  stated  the  numerous  cases  of 
mischief  against  which  it  was  to  provide,  and  in  a  style  of  powerful 
and  animated  sarcasnj  commented  on  the  observation,  that  the 
aristocracy  of  this  country,  distinguished  for  Its  exalted  sense  of 
virtue  and  honour,  could  object  to  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  render  their  estate^  liable  to  their'  own  debts.  On  this  the 
House  divided  on  the  question  of  the  third  reading,  wllen  there 
appeared,                                   -  >.  ,  ^      1 

*'  Against  it,  ^— For  it,  47 ^Majority  22." 

Notwithstanding  the  bill  was  thui  lost.  Sir  Sa- 
i^uel  again  brt^ught  the  subject  before  the  legis- 
lature, and  it  received  its  sanction,  under  the  forri^ 
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of  an  act  *' for  the  more  €ffectuafliy  fOiem^  Ihd 
payment  of  the  debts  of  traders/*  On  this  occa-^ 
sion^  he  made  a  few  judicious  alterations^^  and  gave 
a  preference  to  specialty  creditors.*     We  tbiok  the 


*  The  following  arc  the  provisions  of  the  act,  47  Geo.  III.  sect.  %, 
cap.  74.  "  Whereas  it  ,is  expedient  that  the  payment  of  the  debt?i 
cf  ipersons  in  trade  shovild  be  secuied  more  efiectually  than  is  don& 
by  the  laws  now  in  force  y  be  it  therefore  enacted,  ?cc.  That  frc«n 
land  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  when  any  person  b^ing  at  the 
time  of  his  death  a  trader  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  laws  relatipg  to  bankrupts,  shall  die  seised  of  pr  entitled  to  any 
jestate  or  interest  in  lands^  tenements,  hereditameqts,  pr  other 
sreal  estate,  which  he  shall  Qot  by  his  last  wiU  have  charged  with 
or  devised  Jjobject  to  or  for  the  payipent  of  his^d^s,  and  which 
before  the  passing  of  this  act  would  have  been  assets  Jfbr  tl^  pay-i 
ment  of  his  debts  due  on  any  specialty  in  which  the  heirs  'were 
bound, .  t^  same  shall  be  assets  to  be  administ^ed  in  courts  of 
^uity  for  the  payment  of  all  the  just  debts  of  such  person,  as  wei{ 
-  ijebts  due  on  simple  contract  as  on  specialty ;  afid  that  the  heir  or 
heirs  at  law,  devisee  or  devisees  of  such  debtor,  shall  be  liable  ta 
51II  the  same  suits^  in  equity,  at  the  suit  of  any  of  the  creditors  of 
such  debtor,  whether  creditors  by  simple  contract  or  by  specialty, 
as  they  were  before  the  passing  pf  this  act  liable  to  at  the  si^t  of 
creditors  by  specialty,  ia  which  the  heirs  were  bound  :  provided 
.^always.  That  in  the  administration  of  assets  by  counts  a£  equity, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  all  creditors  by.  sp^igJty  in  which 
the  heirs  are  bound,  shall  be  paid  the  full  amount  of  the  debtSt 
due  to  thpm,  before  any  of  the  creditors  by  simple  contract  pr  by 
specialty  in  which  the  heirs  are  not  bound,  shall- be  paid  any  par^ 
of  their  demands, 

11.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that  nothing  in 
*this  act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  dieemed  or  cptisibtied  to  ex- 
tend to  repeal,  or  alter^  an  act  of  Par}tdm^  ^^M  ^^  inland  in 
the  twenty-third,  year  of  the  reiga  of  King  Geprge  the  SecoDi^^ 
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principle  ju9t  and  proper,  and  for  bur  part,  object 
^oUlytdthe  means  of  enforcing  it,  viz.  by  a  tedious! 
^nd  expensive  application  to  a  court  of  equity,  aa 
objection  in  itself  suflSdently  obvious,  but  which, 
toever  once  occurred  to  any  of  thope  who  opposed 
Hbe  6rst  bill,  and  indeed  would  have  come  with  s 
fcad  grace  from  a  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

On  the  impeachment  of  Viscount  Melville,  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly.  was  appointed  one  of  the  manag* 
ers,  and  not  only  assisted  in  preparing  and  arranging: 
the  accusatory  matter,  but  during  the  fifteen  days^ 
that  the^trial  lasted,  ^aid  the  most  sedulous  atten- 
tion to  all  the  proceedings.  The  Peers  assembled 
in  Westminster  Hall  on  the  29th  of  April,  1806, 
and  Mr.  Whitbread>  in  an  address  of  three  hour» 
and  f»rty  minutes,  expatiated  on  the  ten  articles, 
Constituting  the  supposed  corpus  delecti.  After  this 
the  evidence  was  produced,  and  ^ir  Samuel  summed 
Up,  in  a  speech  which  occupied  the  whole  of  one 
day,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  greatest  respect.* 

;  III  \i4ii T  I  I  II  <    •   -I    ii*    ■  I   .a   <i  ■      I  II  II    ill  II    II  II  nil  I  ■■■  II    iBii  II  irti 

intitqled>  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  passed  in  this  kingdom  ia 
the  eighth  year  of  th^  reign  of  King  George  the  First,  intituled, 
*  An  act  for  the  better  securing  the  payment  of  banker's  notes,  au4 
for  providing  a  more  effectual  remedy  for  the  security  and  pay^ 
laent  of  debts  due  by  bankers.*** 

'*  Saturday,  May  10,  ^  806.— The  Lord  Chancellor  told  tbf 
Solicitor  General  that  he  may  now  proceed.  - 

*'  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  then  addressed  the  court.  He  began  1^ 
stating  to  their  lordshipa  what  bad  been  the  ground^  of  thepro? 
ceedii^gs,  and  upon  what  circumstances  the  charges  were  esta* 
Jblished*    This  wa^  a  duty  lyl^pb  ^  cqa^dered  ju  due  to  the  Caqttt 
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Hte  aniaiadTerted  \tith  much  severity  ^  on  the  sds^ 
piciQUs  fiict  of  burnipg  the  vouchers/'  as  well  as  ihe 


mons  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  even  to  the  accused  himself; 
for  the  character  of  the  Commons  was  above  the  suspicion  of  their 
entertaitttng  any  personal  hostility  to  the  noble  defendant :  so  far 
were  they  from  it,  that  tlicy  could  not,  without  pamfol  feelings^ 
contrast  the  situation  of  the  noble  Viscount,  when  possess^^  of 
power,  authority,  and  the  favour  and  confidence  of  his  Sovereign, 
with  that  in  which  he  was  placed  at  their  lordships'  bar,  as  a  de- 
linquent, stripped  of  all  -those  advantages,  and  obliged  to  justify 
himself  against  the  charges  of  high  crimes  and  misdem^pours. 

*^  But  the  managers  were,  at  tbj^  same  time,  awfully  impressod 
with  a  due  sense  of  the  serious  duties  imposed  upon  them,  and  the 
responsibility  of  tlie^glsft^tioer,  ^^en  they  had,  at  the  same  time, 
to  sustain  the  dfgnity  and  character  of  those  who  sent  them  there, 
and  tQ  deal  with  justice  towards  thff  individual  accused.  In  the 
$rst  place  then,  he  would  state  what  were  the  cxSfftes  of  which 
the  fioble  Viscount  was  accused }  afterwards,  the  nature  of  tho 
evidence,  as  it  applied  to  the  proof  of  them  j  and,  filially^  how  fee 
he  ^considered  the  charges  to  have  been  pi*oved.  The  cziaie  was 
that  of  a  wilful  violation  of  the  law,  in  iJtiQ  breach  t^£  '^\  act  of 
Parliament,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  public  money  to.hiy  owii 
^purposes,  both  of  which  were,  in  fact^  resolved  into  one  and  the 
same  crime. 

''  It  could  be  no  hardship  to  the  accused,  if  the  managers  went 
••  upon  stubborn  and  substantial  facts.  They  charged  him  tvith  the 
misapplication  of  10,OOOZ.  the  manner  of  employing  which  he 
had-left  them^  no  possible  means  of  tracing.  The  accused  had  no 
possible  ejccuse  for  his  conduct.  When  the  law  ordained  that  h6 
should  not  apply  the  public  money  but  for  puWic  purposes,  he 
received  an  additional  salary,  iif  compensation  for  not  domg  so. 
This  was  the  condition  on  which  he  held  his  office,  and  obtain- 
ed an  additional  salary,  and  yet  it  was  proved,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  contradiction,  that  he  received  the  additional  salary, 
and,  at  the  same  time^  violat6d  the  condition  upon  which  he  pb^ 
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^f  f efusal  to  account  for  one  sum  of  10^000/. 
ii^liicb  be  confesaed  to  have  misapplied/'  He 
dwelt  *'  on  the  two  10,000/.  bank  notes,  traced  to 


taihcd  it.  To  i^rittd  up  the  climax  of  his  criminality,  it  would  b# 
8u4|cicnt  ifbr  him  to  hi^dtlon,  that  this  hiw>  which  he  violated, 
was  of  his  Qwn  production,  ^  had  becrt  proved  by  the  managers^ 
who,  tHis  <ky,  put  in  an  abstract  frdm  the  journals  of  the  {f ooie 
of  Commons,  frem  which  it  Speared,  ''  that  the  Right  Honour* 
able  Henry  Dundis  was  one  of  the  persons  appointed  to  preparer 
tnd  bring  in  the  bil)/* 

"  t*he*inaiidgers,  he  bbserved,  Wboured  under  a  peculiar  diffi* 
culty  in  conducVihg  this  (Prosecution,  as  they  had  no  other  eVidenc9 
to  resort  to,  but  the  undestroyed  accounts  and  letters  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville himself  5  and  the  strangest  thing  of  sfi  was,  that  even  this 
evidence  was  objected  to  by  his  counsel,  who,  instead  of  endea* 
Touring  to  afford  any  explanation,  entered,  on  his  part,  a  solemn 
protestation  against  it.  Their  lordships,  no  doubt,  would  know 
how  to  2^)reciate  this  species  of  defence  $  for,  in  his  o|Hnioi^  the 
Objections  of  ViscOunt  Melville's  counsel  to  allow  the  production 
of  his  own  accounts,  and  of  his  6wn  hand-writing>  afforded  the 
fiio^t  complete  evidence  and  conviction  of  his  guilt  The  rules  of 
law  were  not  so  much  at  variance  with  those  of  common  sense  a» 
to  reject  this  proofs  for  surely,  the  same  documents,  which,  if 
fevoura^le,  would  Ime  justified  the  accused,  ndust,  when  un- 
favoiitable,  be  allowed  to  act  against  him.  Hie  learned  manager 
then  went  into  a  long  and  circumstantial  statement  of  all  the  van* 
ous  accounts  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  comparing  fh# 
official  with  the  Bank  accounts,  from  day  to  day,  &c«  The  last 
that  he  dwelt  upoi;  was  the  declaration  made  by  Viscount  Melvillo 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  of  all  the  sums  of  public  money 
coming  through  his  bands,  i^  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  none  was 
applied  to  oth^r  than  naval  purposes,  except  thle  sum  of  10$6tXA. 
and  in  what  manner  he  employed  that,  his  sense  of  public  duty  , 
would  prevent  him  from  ever  disclosing  to  that  Hoom^  or  to  any 
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the  private  Use  of  tlie  nOble  4^«iitiit/'  and  ol«^ 
served,  ''  that  if  thrir  l6rdships  wetemmiockdibkt 
he  had  misapplted^ii^  shilling  of  the  publie  tixdnej,- 


hxtiAn  being.  Such  a  decl^rratipn,  made  m  the  face  oi  the  nation^, 
witbin  the  walb  of  the  H6tii3e  of  Commoos,  and  ia  the  teeth  of  an 
apt  of  Parliam^2t,  must,  if  rabqQijtted  to,  have  the  preposterous  aod 
iQODStrpus  effect  o{  puttmg  a  publio  accountant  above  the  law, 
and  superior  to  all  responsibility-  How  was  thi^  mystery  to  \m 
uuravelled  }  Waff  he  authorised  to  do  so  by  his  Majesty,  or  by  any 
other  autiiority  superior  to  his  own  ?  That  he  -did  not  deign  to  telJ. 
Intfaiscoantry,there  wasnoxnanpossesstdof  public  money  for  w^iph 
lie  was  not  accounUible.  He,  however,  openly  declared,  that  he 
would  not  account  for  it.  The  leaned  gentleman  then  contend« 
ed,  from  the  evidence  of  Lord  li^elville  before  the  committee,,  that, 
be  knew  of  the  application  of  the  public  money  to  {H-ivate  uses  by 
l^rt  Trotter.  He  then  called  the  attention  of  their  lordships  to 
the  propostticm  made  to  Lord  Melville  to  apply  part  of  the  oooney 
lodged  in  the  bai^  to  purchase  India  Stock,  but  t2iat  his  Icnrdship 
had  indtgnanlly  rejected  this  |Nroposal.  But  ^low,  ke  asked,  waa 
|his  indignation  followed  up  ?  In  a  very  short  time.  Lord  MelviBe 
s^eed  that  Mr.  Trotter  should  obtain  a  loan  of  money,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowii^  bis  lordship  to  purchase  the  stock.  The 
atock  was  to  be  obtained^  without  any  other  security  than  the 
ftock  ttselfi  Now  was  it  ia  the  slightest  degree  probable,  that  a 
ppraon  possessing  such  a  knowledge  of  the  world  as  Lord  Melville^ 
with  the  advantage  too  of  a  legal  education,  should,  for  a  moment 
suppose,  that  money  could  be  raised  upon  such  security  ?  or,  that 
9ny  person  woukl  be  such  a  fool  as  to  lend  money  for  a  small 
irr^niam  to  another,  when  that  person  was  capable  of  apjdying  it 
to  the ^ame  advantage  as  the  borrower}  The  learned  gentleman 
then  commented  upon  the  execution  of  the  release,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  .vouchers,  for  which  no  reason  could  possibly  be 
^eo.  lu  f  ^urt  cas^  their  lordships  knew  well,  that  if  a  pafty 
deHroyod  ^dence,  h:e  was  ^harge^  to  the  full  extent  that  such 
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itid  had  appropriated  it  to  his  own  advantage^  lei' 
VfK&  guilty  in  the  eje  of  the  law?'  He  al»»  imkirr 
^  in  the  strongest  terms  '^  that  neither  Locd  M^  . 
ville,  iii^r  Mi^.  Trotter,  were  authorised  to  convert 
tlie  cash  entrusted  to  them  to  their  own  purpo«^  ; 
that  balances  of  many  tlnmsand  pounds  remaiaeA 
in  the  handif  of  Viscount  M.  onaceouated  for^  front ; 
i784  to  1800 ;  that  bis  lor^bip*s  declaration,  thai 
he  would  not  tell  how  he  had  disposed  of  certaiai 
sums,  was  al  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land,  white 
the  representation  of  Mr,  Trotter,  in  which  h^ 
Atiiii  that  the  nohle  Viscount  had  rejected  mm, 
Application  o^  \k\n  part,  to  employ  t^e  pilfali<& 
mwaey  for  his  lordship's  advantage,  was  an  inaidt  \m 
<he  discernment  of  the  House/*  > 

Mr«,  now  Sir  Thomas  Plomer,  und  Solicitor  (3>en 
iieral,  on  the  other  hand,  during  the  two  succeed^ 
ing  days  vindicated  the  character  and  condiict  ^ 
his  client  in  an  able  speech,  and  at  length,  on  Tburs-^ 
day,  June  12,  after  duly  examining  the  votes,  Lof  A 
Chancellor  Erskine  intimated,  ^'  That  a  miyorit^  of 
the  lords  had  acquitted  Henry  Viscount  MdviU* 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  charged  iipi>tf 


evidence,  if  before  the  court,  would  have  gone  against  km.  This 
point  he  pressed  on  the  consideration  of  their  lordships,  and  con- 
cluded his  speet;h>  by  again  calling  the  attention  of  their  lord^ 
ships  to  the  ruin  in  which  the  country  might  have  been  involveA 
by  the  conduct  of  a  man,  to  \Vlrom  millions  of  the  public  mon^ 
were  entrusted."  •    .     .    ■   ,  ^  .  . 
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bj  the  impeacbmient  of  the  Conimoiis^  aild  all 
Aings  contained  therein/' 

On  Another  occasion^  the  humane,  and  laudable 
^ffiorts  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  in  conjunction 
with  those  of  his  associates,  proved  completely  suc^ 
cesfuL  We  now  allude  to  the  ''  Slave  Trad^  Abo^ 
j^tioD  bill,''  at  which  .period  his  speech  was  re^ 
cetred  with  such  distinguished  applause,  that  the 
delivery  of  one  animated  passa^  was  followed  by 
three  distinct  plaudits-^an  event  which  perh^p^ 
sever  occurred  before  in  the  House  of  Cojumons^ 
Towards  the  codclusion,  he  introduced  a  most  brjil* 
liant  apostxophe,  in  which  he  drew  a  coinparative 
estimate  of  the  labours  and  the  enjoyments ,  of  the 
original  propounder  of  that  bill,  and  the  presep^ 
despot  of  FrsCnce^^ 

But  in  the  midst  of  the  career  which  he  had  aOw 
entered  upon,  an  event  occurred  that  tended  not  a 
little  to  cramp  his  efforts  for  the  public  weal>  by 
diminishing  the  extent  of  his  legal  and  political 
influence*  That  administration  of  which  he  had 
formed  a  part,  was  doomed  to  be  dissolved^  and  he 
himself  was  of  course  prepared  to  retire  from  the 
office  which  he  had  exercised  with  so  much  mode- 
ration, for  we  have  some  reason  to  believe,  that 
duHng  the  year  in  which  he  acted  as  King's  Solicitor 
General,  not  one  prosecution  for  libel,  not  a  single 
solitary  attempt  to  narrow  or  infringe  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  took  place. 
Sir  Samuel^  however^  did  not  tamely  submit  to 
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the  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative.    On  the  coti-* 
tfaty^  he  rose  in  his  pla^e  in  the'  House  of  Com-' 
mons^  iind  made  a  most  able  defence  of  the  conduct 
of  the  ex-ministers.     He  contended^  that  their  in-* 
tentions  in  respect  to  Ireland^  were  equally  replete^ 
vrith  policy  and  ju^tice^  while  their  behaviour  to  his 
Majesty  was  founded  on  sound  constitutional  prin^* 
dples.    Hiey  bad  refused  to  give  the  Sovereign  a 
pledge  not  to  renew  the  Roman  Catholic  question; 
and  in  this  thcSy  had  acted  rights  for  they  could  not 
have  complied  with  any  degree  of  decency^  or  any 
appearance  of  respect  for  the  important  situations 
which  they  had  occupied.     He  at  ''the  same  time 
nfaiifully  asserted,  that  the  King  could  not  perform 
this,  *or  any  ministerial  act  in  his  own  person,  as 
by  the  laws  he  could  do  "  no  wrong/'  and  a  re-* 
aponsibiliiy  was  somewhere  necessary :  on  this  oc- 
casion, it  therefore  undoubtedly  attached  to  hit 
Majesty's  present  ministers.     He  concluded  by  de- 
precating the  return  of  Lord  MelvrHe  to  office,  asy 
notwithstanding  the  acquittal  of  that  nobleman, 
DO  one  of  his  friends  had  hitherto  been  hardy 
enough  to  move  for  rescinding  the  vote  <>{  the 
House  of  Conmion»  against  him. 

In  1807,  Sir  Samuel,  who  had  long  meditated  a 
grand  reform  in  the  criminal  code,  first  disclpsecl 
his  purpose.  In  order  to  bottom  his  proposed  alte* 
rations  on  facts,  he  moved  for  certain  returns,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  effects  of  the  old  system* 
From  these  it  appeared,  that  in  the  course  of  three 
jrearsoalj,  19,178  prisoners  had  been  tried  for  their 
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)iTe&  io;  the  Uni^^  Kingdeni;,  of  whom  bo  lest  itiAti 
9&I0  ware  caqvi€tecl>  aod  3S7  e^outed^  vbitei; 
liroii49(^  tcr  relate^  a.  greater  number  by  fi?e  m^ 
&re4  de^tb^  m  DubUn  tkin  im  Loadon.^ 

Oft  thift  oecft&ion>  vrith  a  bumaoity  wortby  of 
]kim$elf>  be  pv^^xised  to  alter  one  of  our  8tatttte8> 
lespecting  petty  tbefls>  which  appears  tp^have  beea 
written  ia  blood,  and  with  the  pen  of  Or^ieo^  rather, 
than  composed  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  eoadi^ 
lion  or  habits  of  Englishmen^  He  also  wished  to^. 
introduce  a  new  practice  in  favour  of  the  innocents 
B  is  well  known^  that  at  thig  moment>  any  one  may 
be  imprisoned^  trie4>  and  perhaps  ruined^  both  in 
Inspect  to  character  anfd  property^  on  the  oath  of 
mother^  grounded  solely  on  plausible  but  iU-fbpnded 

m^IHci^nv    We  d^ly  b^old  iiistances  ot  ibis  kind 

■  ----■■      -  -         --       -  -  -        -       ■  ■ ' 

*  Comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  convicts  tricd> 
convicted,  acquUted,  and  executed  in  England  and  Wales,  and  ia 
Ireland,  daring  the  years  ld05>  1806,  and  ISO/t 

Komber  cf  prisoners  tried,  convicted,  acquitted,  and  extcnuMi^ 

England  and  V/ales  in  the  years,  viz. 


1805 

1S06 

i8o; 

Total. 

Tried 

4552 

4315 

434a 

l^i21S 

Convicted 

2730 

2484 

2468 

7,682 

Acquitted 

1822 

1831 

1878 

5,531 

Executed 

68 

57 

6a 

18* 

Of  these  in  London 

10 

13 

14 

^r  .. 

Kumber  of  prisoners  tried,  convicted,  acquitted,  and  executed  ii^ 
Irela^d  in  the  years,  viz. 


1805 

1806 

I8O7 

Total. 

Tried            * 

2013 

1996 

1956 

•?:^ 

Cbnvicted 

613 

651 

564 

Abqottted        ^ 

1400 

1345 

1392 

4>18/ 

Jlxeouted     .   .. 

42 

42 

^5 

139 

Of  th^se  in  Dublin 

91 

12  1 

21 

[_.    •■«»- 
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htcnmng  in  our  crimiti^l  courts^,  and  cftnnot  bul 
respect  those  worthy  persoas  who  point  out  some-^ 
IhiDg  in  the  shape  of  a  repiedy,  far  ,^oinplete  redrei^ 
4^miiot  be  es^pected. 

On  the  1 6th  of  May,  1 8p8,  Sir  Samuel  Romillj  rose,  agrceal:^ 
to  notice,  *^  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  rep^ing  cer- 
4aln  parts  of  th^  criminal  code  of  the  country,  by  which  capital 
|)unishments  were  inflicted-— and  also  for  granting  compensation 
'to  persons  who  had  suffered  by  the  preferring  of.  accusations  against 
them,  and  who  were  latterly  found  innocent.  In  submitting  thi« 
inotion  to  the  House,  he  ei^pressed  his  consciousness  of  the  danger 
'of  innovating  on  the  established  criminal  law  of  the  lafnd ;  wh^i 
"it  was  considered,  however,  that  the  extent  of  punUhment  to  bo 
pronounced  h^d  by  no  means  so  great  an  effect  in  preventing  \hfi 
commission  of  crimes  as  the  certainty  of  the  punishment  beii^ 
'put  in  execution,  he  felt  conscious,  that  in  the  motion  he  had  to 
submit,  he  should  give  increased  effect  to  the  criminal  law  of  the 
country,  by  diminishing  the  number  of  offences  in  that  very  part 
of  the  code  which  it  was  his  object  to  change  from  a  capital  pu- 
nishment into  one  of  smaller  magnitude. 

*^  The  part  to  which  he  meant  to  confine  his.  attention  at  pre- 
sent, was  that  which  regarde4  privately  stealing,  and  stealihg  to 
a  cert^n  value.  The  indulgence  and  humanity  of  juries  in  this 
respect,  was  often  so  great  th^t  we  frequently  saw  them  commit- 
ting what  Sir  W.  Blapkstone  justly  called  a  pious  fraud,  in  valu- 
ing property,  in  many  instances,  at  the  fifth  part  of  what.they  must 
be  convinced  was  its  worth.  To.  liberate  theip,  from  this  unplca- 
'  f  ant  feeling,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  persons  guilty  of  such 
pffences,  that  the  punishment  attached  to  their  dffence  would  un- 
'  questionably  be  inflicted,  for  this  purpose  he  should  move,  *  That 
the  statute  of  the  Stli  of  Elizabeth,  Cbapter  4;  the  severity  and 
:  iibsurdity  of  which  were  such,  that  it  was  astonii^ng  it  ^ould 
f xast at thismoraent,  he  r^ealed^  and  more  adequate -and^rati©nal 
punishments  be  inflicted.'  He  was  aware  of  the  nepessity  of  mak-^ 
ing  any  alterations  in  the  crimlTial  law  of  the  land  gradually,  and 
'-^ith-caution.    Thisji  therefore,  w^  th^ only altcfationheishoidd 
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at  present  propose  to  introduce,  exc^t  a  provision  iorgrantioif 
some  compensation  to  persons  who  might  have  been  unjustly  ac- 
cused, confined  probably  for  four  or  six  months,  and'  obliged  fpr 
their  defence,  ^nd  for  tlieir  subsistence  in  prison,  to  dispose  of  the 
few  articles  of  fumiturcj-or  even  of  clothes,  which  they  might 
l^re  possessed.  Wb^  we  saw  persons  in  consequence  of  false 
charges  brought  to  this  situation,  and  their  families,  in  all  proba- 
bility,  reduced  to  ruin,  was  it  not  sijrprisin^  that  no  compensajtion 
had  yet  been  devised  for  such  occurrences  ?  He  was  aware  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  preparing  an  adequate  remedy  to  suit 
every  case  of  acquittal.  Many  men  might  be  acquitted  of  crimes 
of  wl^ch^  notwithstanding,  it  could  not  be  said  they  were  inno- 
cent. A  person  might  think  he  had  been  rob):>ed  by  his  servant, 
and  that  servant  might  be  acquitted,  but  y^t  was  there  a  tp^  who 
would  say,  that  froip  the  circumstarce,  he  should  be  restored  tp 
his  service  ? 

^*  He  might  be  ^quitted  fronj  an  accidental  defect  in  the  in- 
ilictment,  but  it  would  be  absurd  to  say,  that,  because  he  had  been 
so  acquitted,  he  must  be  remunerated,  while  no  opportunity  has 
been  afforded  of  deciding  on  the  iperijt?  of  the  qaae.  The  reconj- 
pente  he  proposed  to  persons  in  this  situation,  should  be  paid  bv 
the  treasurer  of  the  county  5  and  to  render  it  subject  as  littlp  as 
possible  to  doubt,  whether  the  person  acquitted  was  entitled  tp 
any  remuneration,  on  the  head  of  his  innocence^  he  should  propose 
that  the  judge  who  tried  the  case,  and  to  whom  it  at  present  be- 
longei  to  say  if  the  prosecutor  was  or  was  not  ^entitled  to  his  cost§, 
should  also  have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  whether  the  person  ac- 
quitted should  or  should  not  receive  a  recompence  for  the  loss  hie 
had  sustained.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  8th  of  Elizabeth,  chapter 
4th,  as  takes  away  the  benefit  of  clergy  from  offenders  only  rf 
stealing  privately  fi*om  the  person  of  another.** 

After  some  compliments  and  observations  from 

Mr.  Wilberforce  in  favour  of  the  principle,  and  a 

few  remarks  from  Sir  Francis  Burdett  respecting 

.  the  po^yer  of  certifying,  proposed  to  J}e  cqnceded  i» 
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^6  judges^  the  jieyf  Solicitor  General  opposed  tl|e 
bill.  Notwithstanding  t)ii$^  on  the  15th  of  Juim;, 
it  was  moved  ''that  the  Hopse  do  resolve  itself  into 
^  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  th^  private!/ 
jstealing  bill/'  This  having  beep  gr^inted.  Six  S^- 
'inuel  stated^ 

**  That  ttc  question  for  consideration  was,  whether  pmittt 
Mealing  should  remain  a  capital  felony,  er  be  rendered  a  sinap^ 
larceny.  The  law  as  it  at  present  stood,  had^  he  conteodedp 
.Rocked  the  humanity  of  prosecutors,  of  juries,  and  of  judges. 
Th6  offence  which  it  was  the  intention  of  ihe  statute  of  Queett 
Elizabeth  to  prevent,  had  become  more  frequent  than  ever,  became 
the  punishment  for  the  offence  bemg  too  severe,  it  very  of^en  bap* 
pened,  that  no  punishment  at  all  was  inflicted.  He  asked  theii^ 
whether  a  law  which  encouraged,,  instead  of  preventing  crimef, 
..ought  to  be  suffered  to  remain  upon  the  statute  book.  To  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Paley,  he  opposed  that  of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone, 
\vho,  in  his  Commentaries  asserts,  that  the  severity  of  the  criminal 
law  increases  the  number  of  offences.  It  struck  him  as  very  ei- 
traordinaiy,  that  in  a  country,  and  in  a  House  so  wise  and  human© 
»B  this,  hundrjeds  w^re  ready  to  cry  out  against  every  attempt  to 
mitigate  the  criminal  law  3  but  if  any  raeasui'e  was  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  aggravating  its  severity,  no  person  was  found  to 
object  to  it.  He  stated  the  difference  In  the  value  of  money,  to 
be  another  reason  for  makix^  an  alteration  in  the  law.  Any  other 
Qbservatipns .  which  he  might  have  occasion  to  make,  he  should 
reserve  for  thp  cpn^itte^  on  the  bill. 

f^  A  clause  was  then  added  by  the  Solicitor  General,  and  the 
>vhole  was  afterwards  agreed  to  stand  over  to  the  next  session  of 
Parliament.** 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  in  person,  is  tail,  thin,  and 
be]tween  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age.  His  com- 
plexion is  dark,  and  his  aspect  somewhat  saturnine, 
wntil  it  brightens  up  with  a  smile.    He  stoops  a 
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little,  lifce  all  studious  persons^  aod  ^e  hxMnt  fo 
add:,  that  his  health  does  not  appear  to  be  ^^ob- 
firaied*  This  is  the  less  surprising,  if  it  bfc  true, 
&at  in  term  the  portion  of  time  dedicated  to  fest 
seldom  exceeds  fiye  hours. 

He  BO  longer  attends  the  circuit,  hut  dorii^  the 
coitvse  of  the  summer,  takes  pretty  long  jouraies, 
Jbr  the  hene^  of  air  and  esereise.  Scmletiiiies  he  i^ 
to  he  met  with  at  Xnyernesss,  in  Scotland,  SBdat 
ether  times  is  seen  in  the  road  to  Radnorshire^  ia 
.South  Wales. 

Iff  l4n^>hifs  Imn  New  Squai^,  and  in  the  Cfnut 
mf  Chancery,  he  is  the  hiwyer,  speaking  from^  cr 
zeading  and  meditating  on  the  brief  of  a  client.  Bat 
when  he  has  laid  aside  his  bag,  gown,  and  wig,  iie 
i^ecoines^  the  private  gentleman,  and  retires  to.his  own 
'lK>U8e,  td^reassume  the  character  of  the  &ther,  tiie 
husband,  and  the  master.  We  rejoice  to  beholdjucb 
men  acquiring  eminence,  and  look  forward  with 
.pteasiire  to  the  period,  wbea  he,  who  has  as  yet  onTy 
fasted  of  the  honours  of  his  profession,  without  the 
interposition  of  any  vulgar  arts,  and  resting  .liii» 
elaim»  on  his  own  merits  alone^,  shall  e^j^y  ^u4t 
txalted  meed  which  certainly  awaits  him* 
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and  K.  C.   , 


(THE  HERO  OF  MAlDA.j 

SOME  have  affected  to  consider  it  as  a  reproach 
to  England^  that  she  has  produced  so  fevf  great 
military  characters.  Yet  whoever  contemplates  the 
nature,  position,  and  inhabitants  of  our  island  with 
a  philosophical  eje,  will  easily  solve  this  seeming 
paradojt.  Admirably  situate  for  commerce,  which 
is  the  legitimate  parent  of  naval  poWer,  we  have 
attained  to  an  amazing  degree  of  maritime  great- 
ness, and  upwards  of  one  thousand  peddants^  flying 
at  the  same  time,  in  the  Atlantic,  the  Mediter- 
ranean>  the  Baltic,  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the 
Channel,  and  our  own  ports,  attest  that  no  na- 
tion oil  earth,  ever  equalled  us  in  this  point  of 
view. 

But,  what  constitutes  this  species  of  greatness^ 
almost  prohibits  every  other;  for  as  an  insular 
form,  produces  the  greatest  possible  quantity  of 
sea-coast  in  the  least  possible  space,  so  it  absolutely 
cuts  off  and  precludes  all  immediate  contact  with 
the  continent  on  one  handj  while  on  the  other,  by 
affording  but  a  very  narrow  surface,  it  conflnes  po-» 
plilation  to  scanty  liiaiilts. 

It  is  in  that  continuity  of  empires,  kingdom^ 
and  states,    usually  denominated   Europe,  where 

1808-1809.  A  A 
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great  land  wars  have  been  carried  on,  and  terrible, 
as  well  as  decisive  battles  fougbt.  Thare,  nations 
have  been  formed,  by  repeated  aggregations,  of 
from  sixteen  to  thirty-five  millions  of  souls  ;  and 
armies,  or  rather  immense  masses  of  fighting  men 
collected,  to  the  amount  of  two,  or  three  hundred 
thousand.  To  move  these  huge  unwieldy  en- 
gines with  celerity  and  effect,  to  combine  their 
operations  with  skill,  and  enable  the  whole  to  act 
^  with  promptitude  and  decision,,  constitutes  the 
maximum  of  modern  generalship. 

Fortunately  for  England,  she  is  ex^npt  from  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  means  like  tl^se : 
for  if  such  were  employed  for  foreign  conquest,  she 
must  ^oon  be  exhausted  by  unprofitable  labours, 
and  for  home  defence  they  have  not  hitherto  been 
called  for.  Almost  constantly  engaged  in  actual 
war,  in  some  of  the  extremities  of  the  empire,  the 
centre  has  happily  been  long  freed  from  either  in- 
ternal or  external  commotions,  While  all  Europe 
has  by  turns  experienced  the  horrors  of  invasion, 
and  shuddered  at  the  presence  of  hosti^  armies, 
•he  alone,  for  a  long  period  of  years,  has  not  Mi 
the  unsparing  sword  of  a  hostile  intruder ;  for  since 
the  year  1746,  a  single  drum  has  never  sounded  in 
anger,  in  any  portion  of  the  island,  from  Penaanee 
to  the  Orkneys. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  as  in  France,  cir- 
cum^ances.of  a  peculiar  kind  have  given  a  military 
tinge  to  the  complexion  and  character  of  the  na^ 
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tipn,  $0  in  Britain,  from  ^venU  Of  a  difiN^r^qt  d«- 
9cription^  the  genius  of  the  people  b»9  been  directed 
to  maritioie  exploits. 

It  is  a  well  known  factj  li^wever^  that  altboygh 
from  the  scanty  numbers  of  our  troops  we  have 
commonlj  produced  partisans  rather  than  generally 
yet  when  opportunities  dffered,  our  armies  and  tbeir 
leaders  Jhave  proved  themselves  to  have  been  formed 
of  exactly  the  same  material^  as  our  fleets  and  our 
SMimirals.  James  Earl  of  Stanhope  distinguished 
his  abilities  under  William  III.,  and>  with  one  singl0 
excqption^  conducted  himself  in  l^pain  with  equal 
ability  and  success.  Charles  Mordaunt^  Earl  Of 
Peterborough^  displayed  consummate  talents  for 
war  in  the  same  theatre^  while  the  Duke  of  JVf  arl'- 
borough,  a  conqueror  on  the  Danube  and  the 
Rhine,  not  only  collected,  but  formed  and  oom- 
Bhinded  anniea  appertaining  U>  different  Dation% 
the  operations  of  which  were  managed  with  uur 
ctring  precision^  and  combined  with  decisite 
eflfect. 

It  follows^  therefore,  that  it  is  from  want  of  num^ 
bers  and  opportunity,  rathier  than  from  any  deficiency 
of  military  talents,  we  are  to  ascribe  the  limited  num^ 
ber  of  our  great  officers.  Were  England,  which  is 
said  io  have  been  once  joined  to  the  continent,  by  any 
convulsion  of  nature,  to  be  once  more  unfortunately 
brought  in  full  contact  with  it,  a  new  order  of 
tilings  would  of  course  take  place,  and  the  charac^' 
ter  of  the  people  assume  more  of  a  military  hue. 
Until  then  we  must  be  contetitk  with  a  petty  waor^ 
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tare,  daring  wbicb^  detachments  of  our  troops^  em- 
barked on  board  our  sbips^  may  be  conveyed  like 
the  legionary  soldiers  of  ancient  Rome>  in  her  gal- 
leys^ and  serving  asconfederates  rather  than  actingas 
principals ;  we  shall  abjure  the  seductive  sophisms 
that  invite  to  conquest^  and  be  content  with  the 
less  splendid^  but  far  more  beneficent  project  of  con- 
firming our  own  independence^  as  well  as  vindicat- 
ing that  of  our  allies. 

It  will  be  readily  acknowledged,  that  these  loose 
hints  are  neither  inapposite  nor  irrelative  to  the 
subject  of  the  succeeding  article^  and  it  is  lioped, 
that  in  the  following  account  of  the  Hero  of  Maida> 
some  of  the  positions  laid  dow'n^  will  be  fully  illus- 
trated and  confirmed. 

Sir  John  Stuart*  was  born  about  the.  year  1760. 
As  the  name  in  some  measure  imports,  he  is  of 
Scottish  descent^  and  indeed  his  father  was  a  na^tive 
of  the  northern  portion  of  our  island.  That  gen- 
tleman>  either  incited  by  the  spirit  of  adventure,  or 
the  wish  to  acquire  independence,  repa:ired  to  Ame- 
rica at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  and  at  a  titiio,  too, 
when  happily  both  for  Britain  and  herself^  she  was 
Tanked  among  our  colonies.  During  many  years 
he  occupied  the  important  situation  of  Superin- 
tendant  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  accordingly  resided 
occasionally  in  the  back  settlements,  among  wild 
nations,  corapiiratively  numerous,  and  as  yet  un- 
debauched  by  the  ardent  spirits  of  the  West  Indies, 
or  undiminished  by  the  smail-pox  and  other  fatal 
diseases  irap<yrtcd  from  Europe.  i 
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As  education  at  that  period^  happened  from  a  va- 
riety of  circumstances  to  be  but  little  attended  to  un- 
der the  provincial  governments,  it  was  then  deemed 
necessary  to  send  all  the  colonial  youth  to  England. 
Young  Stuart  accordingly  embarked  froin  one  of 
the  southern  provinces  (South  Carolina)  for  this 
country,  and  was  bred  it  Westminster.  The  late 
Dr.  Smith  was  then  head  master,  and  he  was  a  scho- 
lar on  the  same  form,  with  Mr.  Brickdale,  *  son  of 
alateM.  P.  for  Bristol. 

In  1782,  on  the  demise  of  his  father,  Mr.  Stuart 
determined  on  embracing  the  military  profession. 
Having  accordingly  obtained  a  pair  of  colours  in 
the  guards,  he  repaired  first  to  Charlestown,f  for 
the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  situation  of  his 
affairs,  and  having  soon  after  joined  his  regiment, 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Guildford,  where  the 
JBnglish  arms  proved  victorious.  On  this  occasion, 
he  received  a  wound  in  the  groin,  which  has 
sinciB  opened,  and  been  attended  with  disagreeable 
effects. 

Soon  after  this,  an  unhappy  dispute,  which  termi^ 
nated  fatally,  took  place  in  the  batfalion,  and  we 
are  told,  that  Mr.  Stuart  was  the  only  officer  yrhp 
advocated  the  cause  of  Colonel  Gordon, 

Having  at  length  obtained  a  company,   which 


*  We  believe  Mr.  Morris,  M.  P.  for  Newport,  and  his  brother 
^ho  now  resides  at  Southampton,  were  also  his  contemporaries. 

t  His  sister.  Miss  Stuart,  is'married  to  Mr.  Fenwick,  of  South 
Carolina. 
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conferred  on  him  tbe  rank  of  Lieutei^i^Qt-^coloDel 
in  the  army>  the  subject' 6f  this  memoir  began  to 
look  upwards,  but  it  is  well  known  to  all  those  coQt 
nected  with  military  affairs^  that  patronage  is  in 
general  necessarj  to  advancement^  for  without 
money  to  purchase  in  the  first  stage,  and  friends 
afterwards  to  urge  and  insist  on  claims^  how^- 
ever  meritorious^  promotion  will  be  both  doW  ^i 
Uncertain. 

At  last,  however,  a  fortunate  opportunity  oc- 
curredj  which  displayed  tbe  talents^  and  oflTered  a 
feir  field  for  the  enterprise  and  advancement  of  this 
officer.  The  interval  between  the  conclusion  of 
the  American  contest,  and  that  which  was  pro* 
duced  by  tbe  French  revolution^  of  comie  prt- 
seHted>  a  long  and  languid  pause,  during  whieh 
young  and  aspiring  military  men  were  invoking 
the  god  Mara  in  vain^  to  prepare  his  thuiiders, 
and  happily  for  them  at  least 

*'  unchain  the  dogs  of  war.** 
But  in  1793,  the  voice  of  peace  was  drowned  in  tfce 
xlamour  for  hostilities^  and  a  new  and  most  porten- 
tous struggle  took  place,  in  M^hich  the  dearest  in- 
terests, not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  all  Eu- 
rope, were  involved.  Mr.  Stuart,  who  by  this 
time  was  a  field  officer  of  some  fetanding>  accord- 
ingly soon  found  an  active  employment  suitable  to 
his  wishes.  Th€  first  scene  of  his  operations  was 
in  an  unfavourable  climate,  and  we  find  him  in 
1793,  with  the  local  rank  of  Brigadier-genefal, 
combating  in  tbe  West  Indies. 
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Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  first  year  of  tlie 
M'ar,  a  formidable  expedition  was  fitted  out,  and 
Ac  command  of  the  land  forces  conferred  on  a  vo-' 
teran  officer  of  considerable  abilities^ — the  late  Ge- 
neral Earl  Grey,  then  Sir  Charles.  The  campaign 
was  prosperous  beyond  all  calculation,  for  Marti- 
nique, Guadaloupe,  and  St  Lucia,  were  speedily 
reduced,  while  the  little  settlements  of  Maregalante, 
Desedea,  and  the  Skints^  surrendered  without  firing 
a  single  gun. 

Meanwhile  a  singular  man  made  his  appearance 
in  the  West  Indies,  who,  if  his  private  character 
had  but  eqUjaJled  his  exploits,  would  have  deserved 
the  respeet  of  all  good  men.  This  was  the  cele- 
brated Victor  Hughes,  who  stealing  from  one  of 
the  ports  of  France  with  a  feeble  armament,  con- 
sisting of  a  few  frigates,  with  only  fifteen  hundred 
troops  on  board,  arrived  at  Guadaloupe  on  June  the 
3A^  1794,  and  after  storming  Pointe-a-Petre,  soon 
obtkined  possession  of  the  whole  island,  less  on 
account  of  the  terror  of  his  arms,  than  the  possession 
of  a  most  formidable  decree,  by  which  liberty  was 
promised  to  all  the  slaves  who  would  take  up  arms 
ia  behalf  of  tile  republic.  On  this  occasion.  Bri- 
gadier-general Stuart,  with  a  small  body  of  men  at 
once  lessened  and  enfeebled  by  disease,  attacked  and 
took  possession  of  Vieux  Fort.  After  this,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  enemy  at  Souifriere,  dissipated 
an  ambuscade^  which  had  been  planned  on  purpose 
to  intercept  him,  and  skirmished  with  the  foe 
for  many  hours.     But  his  force  was  inadequate  to 
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any  effeetual  opposition^  and  the  genius  of  France 
was  suffered  for  a  while  to  triumph^  by  means  of 
those  gallant  but  unfortunate  negroes,  who  after 
spilling  their  blood  and  devoting  their  lives  in  behalf 
of  the  French  colonies,  have  been  since,  in  opposition 
to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  every  idea  of  na- 
tional honour,  declared  slaves,  and  restored  to  the  lash 
of  their  former  task-masters,  by  the  simple  mandate 
of  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

From  the  West  Indies,  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
repaired  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  obtained 
the  command  of  the  regiment  of  "  Minorca,  or 
Stuart,"  and  in  1801  we  find  him  employed  in  the 
reduction  of  Egypt,  which,  haying  been  abandoned 
by  Bonaparte,  was  now  intrusted  to  Menou,  who, 
with  a  view  of  gratifying  the  prejudice  of  the  natives, 
had  assuH^ed  the  pame  of  Abdallah,  married  a  female 
borrt  in  the  country,  ^nd  both  dressed  and  acted  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  "Mahommedan  rites.  The 
plan  of  debarcation  was  both  prepared  and  issued 
at  Marmorice,  from  on  board  the  Foudroyant,  on 
the  5th  of  February,  but  the  landing  was  pot  made 
until  the  8th  of  March.  On  this  occi^sion,  a  detach- 
ment composed  of  the  Minorca,  De  RoUe-s,  and 
Dillon's  regiments,  were  confided  to  the  care  qf 
Brigradier- General  Stuart.* 


*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  land  forces,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  employed :  - 

*     1.  Commander    in  Chief — Lieutenant-General,    Sir    Ralfjh 
Jlbercromby. 

a.  Guards. — ^Major- General  Ludlow. 
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The  steady  intrepidity  .with  which  the  invasion 
was  effected,  reflects  great  lustre  oii  the  British 
arms.  On  the  12th  the  whole  army  moved  forward 
and  obtained  sight  of  the  main  body  of  the  enemy, 
to  the  amount  of  6000  men,  at  that  moment  most 
advantageously  posted  on  a  ridge  of  sand  hills,  with 
their  right  towards  the  canal  of  Alexandria,  and 
their  left  to  the  sea.  On  the  13th  an  action  took 
place,  during  which  the  French  descended  into  the 
plain,  but  were  soon  forced  to  retire  under  the 
protection  of  the  fortified  heights,  which  might 
.have  been  carried  perhaps,  by  the  reserve:  but 
this  was  not  deemed  prudent  by  the  commander  in 
chief,  who  withdrew  his  victorious  troops,  and  en- 
camped with  his  right  to  the  sea,  and  his  left  to  the 
canal  of  Alexandria.     That  movement,  however. 


1st  battalion  of  Royals,  2d  battalion  of^the  54th,  an4  93d — 
Major-general  Goote. 

8th,  15th,  and  90th— Major-general  Craddock. 

2d  or  tho  Queen's,  50th,  and  79th — Major-g^eral  Lor^ 
pavan. 

18th,  30th,  and  44th — Brigadier-general  Doyle. 

Minorca,  De  Rolle's,.and  Dillon'? — Colonel  Stuart. 
RESERVE. 

40th  flank  companies,  23d,  28th,  42d,  58th.  Corsican 
Rangers,  detachment  of  11th  dragoons^  and  detachment  of  Hora- 
pech's  reginaent — Major-general  Moore. 

12th  dragoons,  and  26th  ditto. — Brjgadier-general  Finch. 

Artillery  and  Pioneers. — Brigadier-general  Lawson. 
Total,  15330. 

Seamen  under  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  350. 
Grand  Tojal,  15680. 
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did  not  take  place  without  considerable  loss^  for  the 
gallant  General,  Sir  Ralph  Abercroinby,  who  un- 
fortunately happened  to  be  short-sighted,  not  calcu-> 
lating  the  distance  with  sufficient  precision,  the  Bri- 
tish troops  were  brought  within  the  range  of  the 
cneitiy's  cannon,  and  143  rank  and  file  were  killed^ 
while  no  fewer  than  945  were  wounded. 

On  this  occasion,  of  Dillon's  regiment,  one  of 
the  tbtee  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  Brigadier, 
thirteen  rank  and  file  fell,,  and  three  officers,  two 
•erjeautf,  and  fifty-six  men  were  wounded,  Nor 
ought  it  to  be  omitted  here,  that  this  same  batta* 
lion  charged  the  enemy  with  screwed  bayonets,  and 
took  two  pieces  of  cannon.  That  gallant  action 
was  performed  in  the  presence  of  the  General  ia 
Chief,  who  mentioned  the  exploit  next  day  in  pub- 
lic orders,  and  returned  his  thanks  accordingly. 

At  length  Menou  having  assembled  the  remain* 
der  of  his  forces^  and  marched  from  Cairo  to  fight 
the  invaders,  the  battle  of  Aboukir  took  place  on 
tlie  21st  of  March.  It  was  on  this  occasion,  that 
the  new  Abdallah,  assuming  the  figurative  style 
and  the  ancient  dress  of  the  East,  threatened  to 
drown  '^  the  English  in  the  lake  Maodie/* 

The  charge  of  the  French  was  on  this  day 
not  only  impetuous  but  terrible ;  yet  they  were 
finally  repulsed,  however,  after  several  successive 
charges,  by  the  steady  valour  of  the  English,  who 
checked  their  ardour,  and  repressed  their  enthu- 
siasrti.  But  the  hottest  part  of  the  action  was  on 
the  right  of  the  lin^,  for  against  this,  the  chief  efibrt 
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^f  the  twelve  French  demi^brigades,  and  mwtly  all 
4he  cavalry  was  directed.  Hitherto  the  ''  Invinci-- 
fcles/'  a  chosen  body  reared  ilinder  the'  imaaediate 
auspices  of  Bonaparte^  and  attached  to  his  fbr^ 
^nes^  had  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their  dame 
•nd  reputation,  both  in  Italy  and  Egypt.  On  this 
occasion  too,  they  conducted  themselves  with  great 
hravery,  for  after  piercing  the  line,  and  carrying^ 
every  thing  before  them,  they  attempted  to  storm  a 
i)attery  three  different  times,  but  were  repulsed  with 
^•eat  slaughter,  having  been  received  not  only  by 
repeated  vollies  of  grape  shot^  but  what  was  still 
more  terrible  and  unexpected,  by  a  charge  with 
iscreiwed  bayonets^  that  nearly  aanifaiiated  this  ce- 
lebrated corps,  the  soldiers  appertaining  to  which 
£ell  exactly  in  the  same  position  in  which  they  had 
fought. 

Meanwhile  that  portion  of  the  British  army 
which  had  been  thrown  into  confusion  rallied,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  attack  the  enemy.  The 
42d  regiment  of  foot  which  had  conducted  itself 
with  great  gallantry,  having  experienced  a  comi- 
derable  loss,  Brigadier^general  Stuart,  with  his 
wonted  promptitude,  flew  to  its  assistance.  He 
accordingly  pushed  on  the  foreign  brigade,  and  the 
Queen's  German  regiment  being  on  the  right,  com<^ 
menced  its  operations  in  a  well  directed  and  most 
dreadful  fire  by  files,  at  a  distance  of  about  forty 
yards  from  the  front  rank  of  the  French  infantry  ; 
but  as  both  sides  kept  advancing,  they  were  soon 
within  the  length  of  a  musket  of  each  other. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S64  SIR  JOH!^  STUART. 

At  this  critical  moment,  the  dawn  of  day  pre- 
sented a  most  extraordinary  scene,  for  while  some 
were  discharging  their  pieces,  others  fought  with 
the  bayonet,  and  not  a  few  were  seen  to  make  use 
•of  the  btUt  ends  of  their  firelocks.  In  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  after  they  had  been  thus  at  close 
quarters,  the  French  gave  way,  and  were  pursued 
by  the  foreign  battalions,  particularly  the  Ger- 
mans, for  about  forty  or  fifty  yards.  But  the  Bri- 
gadier perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  efiectually 
sheltered  by  their  artillery,  under  cbver  of  which 
they  retreated  towards  the  heights,  whence  it  played 
with  considerable 'effect,  ordered  his  troops  to  halt. 

Notwithstanding  this,,  so  eager  were  some  of 
the  foreigners  in  the  pursuit,  that  they  still  conti- 
nued to  rusfh  forward  on  the  enemy,  and  one  of 
them  called  Lutz,*  perceiving  the  oflScer  who  bore 


*  Antqine  Lutz,  was  born  at  Rosheim,  in  Alsace,  July  5j  1777. 
In  179'^,  Gregoire,  the  father,  who  was  a  labourer  in  the  adjoining 
vineyards,  emigrated  with  hfe  family  to  Germany,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  avbiding  the  requisitions,  in  consequeqce  of  which  his 
son  Antoine  had  beep  akeady  obliged  to  join  the  13th  regiment 
of  foot,  then  serving  in  the  army  js?f  the  Rhine.  At  the  end  of 
about  three  months  he  returned  to  his  father,  but  was  soon  aftei 
carried  oiF  as  a  deserter,  by  a  party  of  French  cavalry.  In  1 794, 
he  again  escaped  and  joined  the  army  of  the  Prince  of  Cond6 ;  in 
17979  he  entered  the  Prussian  service  5  he  was  then  exchanged 
into  the  Austrian  regiment  of  Loudon  ;  in  1799,  he  repaired  to 
Italy,  and  was  taken  by  the  arm)r  of  Moreau,  at  Castel  Nuovo. 

Having  again  found  means  to  run  away,  he  was  kidnapped  at 
Milan,  by  the  Spaniards,  and  having  embarked  on  board  a  vcssej 
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the  Invincible  colours^  at  about  eight  yards  dis- 
tant, he  shot  him  in  the  back.  On  this  the  ensign 
turning  round,  exclaimed,  "  Vivela»Republique  !" 
and  resigned  his  charge  dnly  with  his  life. 

On  perceiving  him  fall,  the  soldier  reloaded  his 
firelock  and  seized  the  famous  standard.  Not  con- 
tent with  this,  and  being  to  the  full  as  desirous  of 
booty  as  of  glory,  he  was  about  to  cut  off  the  rich 
gold  epaulets  from  the  coat  of  the  fallen  officer^ 
but  was  deterred  partly  by  the  fire  from  the  French 
batteries,  and  partly  by  the  approach  of  a  body  of 
horse,  in  order  to  avoid  the  latter  of  which,  he 
threw  himself  inj;o  a  hollow  way,  and  covering  the 
colours  in  part  with  his  body,  pretended  to  be 
dead. 

When  the  cavalry  had  left  the  spot,  Lutz  got  up, 
and  was  advancing  towards  his  own  regiment  with 
the  spoil  in  his  hand,  but  happened  to  be  detained 
by  another  adventure.  Two  French  dragoons  per- 
ceiving him  with  the  standard,  immediately  rode 
towards  the  spot,  and  one  of  them  having  shot  at 
and  missed  him,  the  brave  soldier  threw  down  the 
subject  of  the  contest,  and  killed  the  horse  of  his 
antagonist,  whose  foot  being  entangled  in  the  stir- 
rup, begged  and  obtained  his  life.  After  this,  re- 
suming the  precious  deposit,  for  which  he  had  thus 
risked  his  life,  he  brought  both  it  and  the  prisoner 
to  head  quarters. 

**"  "  ■                 '  •  ■"'              *!' ' '     ^  I  '■  '  '     ■  '■  I     ■ 

bound  to  Barcelona,  was  seized  by  an  English  cutter  and  con- 
ducted to  Minorca,  where  he  enlisted  into  Genial  Stuart's 
corps. 
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The  conduct  of  the  whole  of  thii  brigtde,  tiid 
the  able  and  spirited  exertions  of  its  commander^ 
not  only  merited,  but'  obtained  due  notice^  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  the  general 
orders  of  the  army,  dated  March  24,  1801 : 

"  The  support  given  to  the  reserve  by  Brigadier-general  Stusat 
and  the  foreign  brigade,  was  as  gallant  as  it  was  prompt,  and  en- 
tirely confirmed  the  fortunate  issue  of  that  brilliant  day/* 

This  oflScer  on  the  ^5th,  issued  the  following 
notice : 

"  It  was  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  the  Brigadier^ 
general  contemplated  in  yesterday's  general  orders,  the  honour- 
able reward  offered  to  the  brigade  in  the  flattering  testimony  of 
the  Commander-in-cliief  *«  approbation  of  their  conduct,  in  the 
action  of  the  21st.  Sincerely  and  warmly  attached  to  each  corfi,  > 
from  loug  and  peculiar  circumstances  of  connection,  thcBripdier- 
jeneral  acknowledges  his  own  obligations  to  their  exact  obedi- 
ence and  discipline  j  and  he  cannot  but  participate  with  them  in 
the  credit  of  having  rendered  themselves  conspicuous  on  a  day 
whicb>  independently  of  the  glorious  events  which  have  preceded, 
must  ever  add  lustre  to  the  character  of  a  British  army  ! — Regret 
iw  the  loss  of  those  brave  raeji  who  fell,  is  a  tribute  due  to  thrir 
worth ;  and  for  none  can  the  Brigadier-general  sympathise  nopre 
folly  with  the  brigade,  than  for  that  of  his  esteemed  and  valuably 
brigade-major/* 

By  way  of  rewarding  the  merit  of  the  private 
soldier,  the  following  regimental  orders  were  issued 
April  4,  1801. 

*^  Private  Anthony  Lutz,  who  took  the  standard  from  the  ene- 
my on  the  21  St  of  last  month,  is  directed  to  wear  the  representa- 
tion of  a  standard  (according  to  the  model  presented  by  the  Bri- 
{adier^gcneral),  as  a  mark  of  his  good  behaviour,  on -his  righ^ 
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drm  :^— -and  the  Brigadier*general  notifies^  that  as  soon  as  the 
regiraeat  is  in  ah  established  quai*ter,  he  will  institute  a  valuable 
badge,  in  a  certain  proportion  per  company,  to  be  worn  by  such 
men  as  shalF  have  been  proved,  upon  sufficient  testimony,  to 
have  distinguished  themselves  by  acts  of  valour,  or  by  personal 
instances  of  meritorious  service  j  and  officeVs  are,  on  this  account, 
to  make  XK^te  of  the  conduct  of  individuals.'* 

The  Brigadier  remained  for  some  tipie  in  Egypt, 
after  the  conquest  of  Cairo  and  Alexandria,  on  the 
latter  of  which  events,  the  French  army  submitted 
and  was  embarked  for  Europe.  He  indeed  staid 
long  enough  to  witness  the  plighted  faith  of  Eng- 
land basely  violated  on  the  part  of  the  Turks,  by 
the  murder  of  the  Mameluke  chiefs,  and  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Commander-in-chief,  to  testify  his 
indignation  on  that  occasion. f 

On  the  promotioi^  which  took  place>  April  29j^ 
1803,  this  officer  obtained  the  rank  of  Ms^or-ge-* 
neral,  and  he  was  also  presented  by  the  late  Sultan, 
with  the  insignia  of  the  Crescent,  a  new  order  of 
chivalry,  instituted  for  the  express  purpose  of  dis- 
tinguishing the  valour  of  such  as  had  conducted 
themselves  with  distinguished  gallantry  in  the  con-^ 

*  The  badge  was  by  a  subsequeat  order  removed  from  the 
right  arm  to  the  left  breast,  and  Lutz  has  since  obtained  a 
pension. 

f  Major-General  Stuart  had  executed  t^le  orders  of  General 
Hutchinson,  in  expressing  to  the  Capudan  Pasha^  more  forcibly 
than  by  words,  the  resentment  which  honourable  men  must  have 
felt  at  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  the  most  sacred  obligations,  as 
the  murder  of  the  Beys  of  Egypt,  for  whose  saf«ty  the  British 
lL4»nour  had  been  pledged. 
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quest  of  Egypt.  To  that  country  he  was  ofiei^ 
more  destined  to  return,  for  soon  after  the  conclu* 
sion  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  he  was  sent  there  on 
a  special  mission.  In  his  way  thither,  h^  yisited 
Constantinople,  and  fortunately  escaped  from  the 
^  plague,*  notwithstanding  two  persons  dying  of 
that  disease,  had  been  introduced  for  the  express 
purpose  of  communicating  the  infection. 

The  peace  concluded  with  France  March  2(7> 
1802,  was  but  of  short  duration,  and  no  sooner 
had  a  new  war  been  resolved  upon,  than  the  com- 
manders who  had.  served  with  reputation  in  Egypt^ 
were  the  first  to  obtain  employment.     Sir  J.  Stuart, 

*  After  the  termination  of  the  war,  (General  Stuart  was  agaia 
sent  by  the  British  Government  on  a  delicate  mission  to  Egypt ;  and 
on  passing  through  Constantinople,  he  had  an  audience  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  state,  and  among  others,  of  the  Capudan  Pasha. 
Hussein  had  not  forgotten  the  discipline  which  he  underwent  ijl 
Egypt,  and  in  appointing  a /day  for  the  reception  of  Generri 
Stuart  at  the  arsenal,  he  meditated  a  singular  scheme  of  ven- 
geance. The  plague  raged  with  some  violence,  and  the  Pasha 
ordered  two  persons  dangerously  ill  to  be  brought  to  die  in  a  small 
chamber,  which  was  kept  closely  shut  up  till  General  Stuart  should 
come. 

*'  In  this  room  the  Pasha  Received  his.  visitors,  with  a  confidence 
as  to  himself,  in  over-ruling  fatalism,  which  it  is  difficult  to  ac- 
count for.  He  was,  however,  disappointed  in  the  event  j  for  his 
preparations  produced  no  further  mischief,  than  alarm  to  the  Greek 
prince  Callamachi,  who  being  acquainted  with  the  circumstance, 
reluctantly  performed  the  office  of  interpreter.  I  learned  the  story 
on  the  following  day,  from  a  lady  who  visited  the  Prince's  family, 
and  heard  it  from  his  own  mouth." 

Tmornton's  Present  State  of  Turkeyr 
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in  pdrtictrlar^  "^n  fikced  in  a  atvmtiim  'whert  liid 
talents  migM  be  imee  more  anployed  Iw  the  adiran- 
^e  of  tile  service,  and  by  this  time  indeed  he  iiras 
look^  up  io  wi^  Cbll  asjtanrance^  beib  in  r0s{>ect  to 
ability  add  success. 

France  had  now  begun  to  assume  a  still  mofi  for- 
ihiiaMe  attitude  than  before,   while  Bonaparte,^ 
vrko  presided  ever  her  destinies,  and  m4io  hgd  sworn 
fidelity  to  the  republic,  not  qnly  violated*  his  owai 
i^th,  but  gratified  the  utmost  extent  of  his  ambi- 
tion, by  the  most  treacherom  means.     Determti^ 
to  asc&nd  to  the  very  summit  of  poWei*,  he  first  be- 
came Ohief  Consul  for  lifci  afid  4Jben  was 'declared, 
My  more  properly  speaking,  declare  ktmself  *  Em- 
per^.     Not  content  with  this,  he  proclaiknedtliim- 
neif  king  of  Italyi  and  rendered  his  name  dreadful 
io  adi  tii(&  neighbouring  princes.    One  fioveraign, 
the  .dAyi  0f  Great  Biitain,  had  long  incurred  JUis 
nwartmei^    and  we  are  «erry  to  odd,  tisat  4his 
prince  and  his  consort  had  at  the  same  time  f<Kgot- 
ten  to  secure  the  hearts  ef  Uieir  own  subjects.  It  ac- 
cordingly* bappenedi   tiiat  the  veteran  l^ons  of 
France  bad  but  to  present  themselves,  at  tibegatea 
4>(  their  capital,  in  order  to  obtain  admissiola. 

Ffom  Naples>  Whence  he  had  been  before  driven 
by  the  people,  when  they  assumed  for  a  few  months 
the  name  of  '^  the  Parthenopean  Republic,*'  Fer- 
diinand  IV.  w^h  bis  familyi  now  retired  once  mcMre 
to  the  island  of  Sicily,  and  Ibund  security  undtf 
the  protection  of  an  English  squadron.  Soon  ^Mc 
this  Napoleon,  become,  by  the  caprice  of  fortune^ 
1808-1809.  B  tt 
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'  the  disposer^  as  well  as  the  wearer  of  cf^wns,  cofl^ 
ferred  the  diadem  on  one  of  his  own  broihers^^  and 
found  nearly  all  the  potentates  of  Europe  ready,  if 

.  not  eager^  to  compliment  the  new  prince^  who  had 
been  just  added  to  the  list  of  sorereigns. 

Meanwhile^  the  partisans  of  the  King  of  Sicily 

.  began  to  excite  commotions  in  the  kingddm  of 

.  Naples^  and  Calabria  once  more  became  the  the* 

.  atre  of  insurrection.. 

Sir  John  Stuart  deeming  this  a  favourable  oppor* 
tunity^  determined  on  an  invasion.  He  was  then 
quartered  in  Sicily  with  a  considerable  body  of 

.  troops^  which  having  collected^  he  set  sail  tovfards 

-  the  latter  and  of  September^  1806^  and  having  dis- 
embarked about  five  thousand  men  at  St.  Eufe* 

.mia^  immediately  commenced  active  operations. 
General  Regnier^  whom  he  had  before  met  in  hos- 
tile conflict  on  the  pla^ins  ofEgypt^  on  receiving 

antelligence  of  this  events  collected  his  scattered 
forces  for  the  purpose  of  attacking^  and^  as  he  con- 

•  fidently  gave  out^  of  defeating  the  English.  He 
accordingly  effected  a  rapid  inarch  from  his  head 

^quarters  at  Reggio^  with  about  4000  infantry  and 
200  cavalry,  together  with  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
in  full  expectation  of  being  joined  by  a  detachment 
of  3000  men  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  these  events.  General 

Btuart  advanced  gainst  him  on  the  4th  of  July, 
partly  with  a  view  of  being  the  assailant,  and  partly 
to  anticipate  the  arrival  of  his  succours.     Having^ 

f  I  *  ■  I  I     I     ■         I        ■  ri    I   < 

« 

*  Joseph  Bonaparte. 
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left  Major  Fisher  with  four  companies  of  Watter- 
ville's  regiment,  ^to  protect  the  stores  and  occupy 
a  work  which  had  been  thrown  up  at   the  landing- 
place,    while  Admiral  Sir  Sidney  Smith  made  the 
necessary  disposition  to  cover  the  whole  in  case  of 
a  retreat,  the  body  of  the  army  marched  towards 
.  the  plains  of  Maida^  ten  miles  distant,  where  they 
found  the  enemy  encamped  on  the  side  of  a  woody 
hill  below  the  village,  which  sloped  gently  towards 
St.  Eufemia,  the  flanks  strengthened  by  an  imper- 
vious underwood,  while  the  marshy  edges  of  the 
river  Amato,  presented  many  obstacles  in  the  front, 
along  which  it  glided. 

''  Had  General  Regnier/*  says  the  English  commander,  fv 
^'  thought  proper  to  remain  on  his  ground,  .the  difficulties  of  ac- 
.cess  to  him  were  such,  that  I  could  not  possibly  have  made  an 
impression  upon  him.  But  quitting  this  advantage,  and  crossing 
the  river  with  his  entire  force,  he  came  down  to  meet  us  on 
the  open  plain — a  measure  to  which  he  was  no  doubt  encouraged, 
by  a  consideration  of  his  cavalry,  an  arm  with  which  unfortpnately 
I  was  altogether  unprovided  After  some  loose  firing  of  the  flanks 
to  cover  the  deployments  of  the  two  armies,  by  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  opposite  fronts  were  warmly  engaged,  when  the 
,  prowess  of  the  rival  nations  seemed  now  fairly  to  be  at  trial  b«for^ 
the  world,  and  the  superiority  was  greatly  and  gloriously  decided 
tp  be  our  own. 

**  The  corps  wl^ich  formed  the  right  of  the  advanced  line,  was 
the  battalion  of  light  infantry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colpnel 
Xempt,  consisting  of  the  light  companies  of  the  20th,  27th,  35th, 
58th,  6lst,  81st,  and  Wattevllle*s,  together  with  150  chosen  bat- 
talion men  of  the  35th,  under  Major  Robinson.    Directly  opposed 

to  them  W9S  the  favourite  French  regiment  the  1st  legere. 

-f 
*  Dispatch  addressed  to  Mr.  Secretary  Windham,  dated,  ^'  Camp 
on  the  Plains  of  Maida,  July  6." 
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"  The  two  corps  at  the  distance  of  about  one  hlndftd  y^rit, 
'fired  redprocally  a  lew  rounds,  when  as  if  by  mutual  egrteaieat, 
■the  firing  was  suspended,  and  inclose  compact  order  and  a^^ul 
silence,  they  advanced  towards  each  other  until  their  bayonets 
began  to  cross.  At  this  momentous  crisis  tlie  enemy  became  ap- 
palled. They  broke  and  endeavoured  to  fly,  but  it  was  tootate;^ 
they  were  overtaken  with  the  most  dreadful  slaaghter. 

**  Brjgadier-genefal  Ackhnd,  whose  brigade  was  on  the  left  of 
the  light  infantry,  with  great  spirit  av^ailed  himself  of  this  favour- 
able moment,  to  pi-ess  instantly  forward  with  the  corps  in  Im 
front  5  the  brave  76th  regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Macleod,  and  the  gist  regiment,  under  Major  Planderleath, 
both  distinguished  themselves  on  this  occasion.  The  enemy  fled 
with  dismay  and  disorder  before  them,  leaving  the  plain  covered 
iK'itli  their  dead  and  wounded. 

'^  The  enemy  being  thus  completely  discomfited  on  their  left, 
began  to  make  a  new  effort  with  tlieir  right,  in  the  hopes  of  re- 
covering the  day.  Tliey  were  resisted  Aiost  gallantly  by  the  bri- 
gade under  Brigadier-rreneral  Cole.  Nothing  could  shake  *th© 
undaunted  firmness  of  the  grenadiers  under  Lieut^ant-coloftel 
O'Cailaghatt,  and  of  the  27th  regiment  mider  Lieutenant-cobnel 
Smith. 

'^  The  cavalry,  successively  repelled  from  before  their  front, 
made  an  effort  to  turn  their  left,  when  Lieutenant-colonel  Hoss^ 
who  had  that  morning  landed  from  Messina  with  tlie  28th  reglmeiit, 
and  was  coming  up  to  the  army  during  the  action,  having  ob- 
served the  movement,  threw  his  regiment  opportunely  into  a 
small  river  upon  their  flank,  and  by  a  heavy  and  well  directed 
fire  entirely  disconcerted  this  attempt.  This  was  the  last  feeMe 
struggle  of  the  enemy,  who  now  astonished  aod  dismayed  by  the 
intrepidity  with  which  tliey  were  assailedj  began  precipitately  f© 
retire,  leaving  the  field  covered  with  carnage. 

^'  Above  700  bodies  of  their  dead  have  been  buried  upon  the 
ground.  Their  wounded  and  prisoners  already  in  our  hands, 
(among  whom  are  General  Compere,  and  an  Aide-de-cakiip,  tbe 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Swiss  regiment,  and  a  long  list  of  offi- 
cers of  dif&rent  ranks),  amount  to  above  lOOO,    There  are  also 
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.  Aove  IGOO  men  left  in  Monteleone,  and  the  different  posts  be- 
tween .this  and  Reggio,  who  have  mostly  testified  their  readines^ 
to  surrender,  whenever  a  British  force  shall  be  sent  to  receive 
their  submission  and  to  protect  them  from  the  fur>'  of  the  people. 
The  peasantry  are  daily  bringing  in  fugitivefli,  who  dispersed  in  th« 
woods  and  mountains  after  the  battle. 

*'  In.  short,  never  ha^  tfee  pride  of  our  presumptuous  enemy 
i^een  more  severely  humbled,  nor  the  superiority  of  the  British 
troops  more  gloriously  proved,  than  in  the  events  of  this  memo- 
liable  day.  His  Majesty/'  adds  the  General,  '' may  perhaps  still 
deign  to  appreciate  more  highly  the  achievements  of  this  littk 
army,  when  it  is  known  tliat  the  second  division  which  die  enepay 
vera  said  to  be  expecting,  had  ali  joined  them  the  night  befor© 
the  action^  no  statement  that  I  have  heard  of  their  numbers, 
pjaces  them  at  a  less  calculation  than  7000  men. 

'*  Otw  victorious  infantry  continued  the  pursuit  of  the  routed 
€nemy  so  long  as  they  were  able  ;  but  as  the  latter  dispersed  in 
every  direction,  and  we  were  under  tl>e  necessity  of  preserving 
OCX  order,  th«  trial  of  speed  became  unequal.  Tl^  total  loss  oc- 
.casioned  to  the  enemy  by  this  conflict,  cannot  be  less  than  _40Q0 
men.  When.  I  oppose  to  the  above  our  own  small  copiparative 
Joss,  as  undeirneath  detailed,  his  Majesty  will  I  hope  discern  in 
the  fact,  the  happy  effects  of  that  established  discipline  to  which 
we  owe  the  triunaplis  by  which  our  army  has  been  latterly  so  bifhlj 
distinguished. 

''  i  am  now  beginning  my  march  southward,  preparatory  to 
my  return  to  Sicily,  for  which  station  I  shall  re-embvk  with  the 
army,  as  soon  as  his  Sicilian  Majesty  shall  have  arranged  a  dispo- 
sition of  his  own  forces  to  secure  those  advantages  which  have 
been  gained  by  the  present  expedition/* 

It  is  eyi(Ieqt  from  the  ^oye  details,  that  the  ac 
tion  was  at  oiuje  derive  and  complete     True  it  is, 
however,  that  the  same  splendid  ev-ents  did  not  en- 
«ue,  as   occurred  to  the  enemy  after  the  battles 
pf  Hphenjjaiden  ajad  Marengo,  in  the  fprmpr,  pr  of 
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Austerlitz  and  Friedburg,  dufing  the  present  war. 
Cotrone  indeed,  with  all  its  stores;  magazines,  and 
ammunition  surrendered.  General  Regnier  was 
forced  to  retreat  precipitately?  towards  Tarento,  and 
the  whole  province  of  Calabria  ultra,  was  evacu- 
ated by  the  French.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  pro- 
blem was  happily  solved  relative  to  the  prowess  of 
the  two  opposing  armies,  and  the  skill  of  our  generals, 
which  some  had  hitherto  affected  to  hold  in  con- 
tempt; these  having  now  been  fairly  put  to  the  tria^, 
the  result  proved  highly  honourable  to  the  British 
arms. 

Meanwhile  the  nation  was  zealous  to  pay  due 
honour  to  the  gallant  commander  and  his  brave 
troops.  The  Park  and  Tower  guns  were  fired  on 
receiving  the  intelligence,  a  Gazette  Extraordinary 
was  published,  and  every  possible  demonstration  of 
public  joy  took  place. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1806,  Lord  Grenvilje 
proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
which  was  immediately  decreed,  without  a  single 
dissentient  voice.  In  the  course  of  the  same  even- 
ing Mr.  Windham,  then  Minister  at  War,  alsQ 
made  a  similar  motion  : 

He  observed,  '^  That  this  action  added  more  than  almost  any 
one  that  had  been  fought  in  molern  times  to  our  national  glory, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  valuable  possessiobs  that  any  country 
coald  boast  of.  Other  services,  it  was  stated,  ha^d  contributed 
largely  to  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  eEqpire,  but  the  pe- 
culiar value  and  importance  of  this  was,  that  it  augmented  in  a 
great  degree  the  military  renown  and  character  of  the  British 
armies. 
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'*  If  ever  there  was  a  period  in  yj^hiih  it  ^s  peculiallf  dcfceg- 
i«ry  that  the  national  feeling  and  the  military  renown  of  the  coun« 
try  should  be  high,  it  was  now,  when  all  the  world  appealed  tQ 
be  turned  into  one  great  lump — ^when  military  occupations  h^d 
f  very  where  taken  place  of  all  the  pacific  arts  of  life. 

'*  We  had  not  lately  so  many  opportunities  of  gaining  glory  by 
land,  as  by  sea  3  and  upon  that  account  our  enemies  had  worked 
themselves  up  to  believe,  and  had  endeavoured  to  persuade  theworld^ 
that  our  military  power  was  confir^d  to  operations  by  sea ;  and  by  no 
means  equally  celebrated  by  land.  -  They  repr6septe4  v^sas  having 
a  talent,  or  a  sort  of  a  knack  at  gaining  battles  on  the  ocean }  but, 
the  immediate  tendency  of  this  action  would  be  to  convince  thef 
world,  that  by  the  marked  valour  of  o€r  soldiers,  we  are  by  land 
a  full  match  for  their  boasted  and  experienced  veterans. 

'^  It  had  been  proved  by  documents  found  on  the  persons  of. 
French  officers  who  had  been  killed,  that  their  numbers  amounted 
to  8000,  and  we  had  stated  the  loss  of  the  enemy  at  /pQ  killed> . 
whereas  it  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  1300;  they  had  also  Jost 
1800  prisoners;  2002  more  were  captured,  while  the  whole  of  our 
force  only  amounted  to  5000,"     He  concluded  by  moving— 

*'  1st.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Hoi\se  be  given  toiiVIajor-general 
Sir  John  Stuart,  for  the  eminent  ability  ^d  intrepidity  which  he 
displayed  in  the  battle  on  the  Plains  of  Maida  against  a  superi9r 
force,  which  ended  in  the  signal  defeat  of  the  enemy. 

'^  2d.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  brigadier-ge- 
neral Laurie  Cole,  and  Brigadier-general  Ackland,  and  the  other 
officers  p,(  the  ^my  under  Sir  John  Stuart,  for  having .  50  highly 
contributed  to  the  victory  on  the  Plains  of  Maida., 

''  3d.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  ^e  given  to,  the.non-conx- 
missioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  arniy  under  Sir  John  Stuart^ 
for  their  valour  and  gallantry  displayed  iu  the  battle  of  Maida,  and 
that  Sir  John  Stuart  be  recjuested  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
troops. 

*'Mth.  That  the  Speaker  do  transmit  these  thanks  to  SirJoho, 

Stuart,  jlnd  the  officers  under  his  command."  .     , 

...       I       I 
Lieutenant-general  Sir  "John  Doyle  seconded  the  motioos  in,  a 

jnaiden  speech. 

The  motions  were  then  agreed  to  nm,  con,  • 
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Soon  after  Hm,  Sir  Jkifaii  Siu|^  wtti  invest^ 
v^ith  the  tn^^nto  of  tbe  most  honow aUe^  mUttarf 
Order  of  the  Batb  ;  the  regiments  ^f  hiclt  had  disr 
tinguished  themselves,  were  permitted  to  h^v  the 
vord  /^  Maida^  as  a  testimony  of  their  gid^iplity, 
both  in  their  colours  asd  appoiBtments  ;*  mecblef 

.    ♦  Hone-Guards,  FA.  24,  180/. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  his  roost  ^cious  per* 
mission  to  the  following  regiments  of  infantry,  vi?j.  t|ie  30th,  Z7^ 
(or  Inniskillen),  the  5Sth,  the  78th,  and  the  91st,  and  to  the 
regiment  of  W^tteville,  to  assume,  in  addition  to  anjr  other  devices 
or  badges  to  which  they  may  be  severally  entitled,  and  to  bear  ia 
their  coburs  and  on  their  appointments,  t)^e  word  '*  Maida,'*  at 
an  hcnourable  ^nd  lasting  testimony  of  the  distinguished  gajlantry 
diiipjayed  by  those  corps  in  the  action  fought  on  ^e  4tb  of  J[ulj». 
)80Q,  on  the  plains  of  Maida,  in  Calabria. 

By  ordejT  of  his  Royal  Highness  tl^e  Commapder-in-chief. 

Haurt  CikLVfiHT,  Adjutant^gen/eri^ 

f  The  medals  were  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  follow : 

I.  To  M^or-general  Sir  John  Stuart,  K.  8. 
^.  Brigadier-general  Cole,  1st  brigade. 

3.  .  Ackland,  2nd  ditto. 

4.  Colonel  Oswald,  3d  ditto. 

5.  Lieutenant-colonel  Mone,  23|d  dr:^goons. 

6.  Lieutenant-colonel  Watteville,  regiment  de  Watteyillf^t 

7.  Lieutenant-colonel  O'Callaghan,  grenadiers. 
9.  Lieutenant-colonel  Kempt,  light  infantry. 
g.  Lieutenant-colonel  Ross,  2Sth  foot. 

iQ.  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnston j  5Sth  ditto. 

II.  Lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  27th  ditto* 
12.  Lieutenant-colonel  M'Leod,  78th  ditto. 
J3.  Major  Plenderleath,  81st  ditto, 

14.  Lieutenant-colonel  Bunbury,  staff. 

15.  Major  Lemoine,  artillery, 

IQ.  Mr.  Qrimes^  inspector  of  barracks. 
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IMfe  alsat.atffQck:  cm  tfao.  occaaioo ;  a. model  in  com** 
feeniMatiMi  of  tke  irietory^  w^  ekbibited  m  the 
MoyaA  Acadeniy>  and  one  of  the  new  buildings  ei 
iim  €a{utal  w^it  dnoorated.  with  the  name  oi  the 
plaia  in  CalidMria^  where  Slnglaa^  had  FeapfBd  h^r 
lamreld. 

The  General  liimsi^^as:  soon  ^flei:  rewafded 
^ritb  the  command  of  the  74th  r^inient  i^  foot^ 
and  was  also  appointed  IieHteeant*-gov^nor  of 
Grenada.  Wo  have  already  obserTeii^  that  earlj 
fo. life: be  received  a  wound  in  the  groin>  while  com* 
bating  in  America^  and  that  on  the  memorable  4tb 
f^f  July^  he  jreceived  a  blow  by  the  fal)  of  his  horse, 
ivfaich  was  wounded  under  him. 

His  health  even  now  is  far  from  being  confirmed, 
f>iit  his  mind^  animated  with  the  same  ^lergetio 
^Ij  burns  with  all  its  pristine  ardor  to  fight  tho 
^tles  of  his  couptry. 


DR.  HENRY  BATHURST, 

LORD  BISUOP  OF  NORWICH. 
'^  Dignum  laude  viram  Musa  vetat  mori."  Hor. 
THE  clergy  have  always  enjoyed  an  extraordi- 
liary  degree  of  respect  and  pre-eminence  in  Eng- 
land. The  Druids^  at  once  priests^  legislators^  and 
judges^  were  exempt  from  ti^xes,  as  well  as  military 
service;  they  were  consulted  as  oracles^  and  they 
punished  the  refractory  by  means  of  penalties  so 
dreadful,  that  death  itself  was  deemed  less  terrible 
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than  excommumcaiion.  After  the  refa^t  of  tlMsr 
Romans,  the  conversion  of  a  portion  of  the  Saxons 
was  effected  by  the  piety  ctf  Bertha,  the  zeal  of 
Augustia,  and  the  charitable  interposition  of  Grer 
gory  the  Great>  and  such  a  lively  interest  had  the 
church  excited  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  hep-, 
(archy,  that  v^e  find  the  people  pertinaciously  en^ 
gaged  in  disputes  about  the  celebration  of  Easter^; 
and  the  form  of  the  clerical  tonsure  ! 

The  appeal  from  Winifred,  Archbishop  of  York^^ 
to  Rome,  and  the  grant  of  tythes  by  Ethelwolf,  at 
once  confirmed  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope  and  the 
opuleuce  of  the  priesthood.  At  length  St.  Dun- 
Stan  *  completed  the  authority  of  the  Holy  See,  by 
establishing  the  celibacy  of  ecclesiastics. 

The  countenance  of  the  reigning  Pope  to  the  in-^ 
irasion  of  William  the  Norman,  and  the  support 
aftbrded  to  the  pretensions  of  that  warlike  prince,' 
by  the  foreign  dignitaries  residing  in  England, 
proved  in  the  end  hot  a  little  favourable  to  the 
prelacy.  The  distribution  of  property  bjf  the  Cour 
qucror,  exhibits  a  conclusive  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion ;  for  of  the  60,215  knight's  fees  into  which  he 

'  *  St.  Dunstan,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  is  said  at  one  titiie 
to  have  been  suspected  of  ^*  licentious  mannd^.'*  This  is  not  at 
all  surprising,  considering  what  bad  compant/  he  kept,  for  we  are 
gravely  told,  that  the  devil  having  one  day  called  upon  him  in  his 
cell,  which  was  so  small  that  he  could  not  stretch  out  his  hmbs  in 
it  when  he  slept,  he  seized  his  visitor  '^  by  the  nose  with  a  pair  of 
red-hot  pincers,"  iand  sent  him  away  howling.  This  obtained  fox 
hifn,  first  the  see  of  Worcester,  and  then  the  Prinaacy  ! 
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divided  the  kingdom,  there  were  no  fewer  than 
§8,015  held  by  ecclesiastics.  Such  an  immense 
power  and  influence,  alarmed  fnture  king?,  and  we 
soon  after  find  Anselm,  Archbishop  of  Canterburj% 
supported  by  Pascal  II.  triumphing  over  Henry  I, 
,a  prince  of  great  talents,  who  was,  however,  hum- 
bled in  the  dust,  and  obliged  not  only  to  resign  s^ 
yeral  of  his  prerogatives,  but  even  to  cut  off  his 
^'  long  hair,"  because  deemed  offensive  to  the 
priesthood. 

We  gladly  pass  over  this  gloomy  period  with 
hasty  steps,  and  would  willingly  d\^ell  on  the  me* 
morable  and  glorious  epoch,  whieh  led  to  the  for- 
mation of  our  boasted  constitution.  On  that  occa- 
sion, the  clergy  of  the  Anglican  church,  headed  by 
the  Cardinal  Archbishop  Langton,  a  native  of  our 
own  country,  obliged  King  J[ohn  to  sign  the  char- 
ter of  Liberty  at  Runnymede.  In  this  ^rand  act  the 
Catholic  ecclesiastics  cheerfully  coincided,  and 
without  them^  our  liberties,  perhaps  would  n/evef/ 
have  been  achieved. 

At  length  Henry  VIII.  the  most  cruel,  vindic- 
tive, and  tyrannical  prince  who  had  ever  sat  on  the 
English  throne,  became  the  happy  instrunoient  pf 
a  separation  from  the  church  of  Rome,  which  had 
freely  enjoyed  and  scandalously  abused  her  pre- 
tended apostolical  powers.  Heaven  on  this  occasion 
was  pleased  to  recur  to  a  worthless  engine,  for  the 
reigning  i^onarch  was  doubtless  incited  alike  by 
his  lust  and  his  avarice  to  this  singular  project,  as 
it  originated  in  his  passion  for  a  female^  and  was 
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j^Uawed,  by  jthe  confiscatiim  pf  the  estates  of  tibe 
religious  houses^  which  a4iiauated  to  16L000J.  j^n 
jomimn,  &  suD^  thfia  equol  ta  ahout  oae-half  of  th^ 
natiooal  iooome.* 

From  that  mou^At  the  ckiirch  of  England 
fij^ucoed  at  the  idea  of  foreign  interposition^  and 
the  clergy  have  been  ip  general  eminent  for  tbeif 
l^ty  and  fdulitiea.  In  fine,  her  discipline  ha^ 
been  maintained^  her  power  9uppor4ed>  and  tha 
honours  of  the  hierarchy  augmented^  by  a  siJiceesr 
sxon  of  illustrious  ipen^  among  whom  we  rauk  a 
Sherlock,  a  Seeker,  a  Hoadley,  9,  Warburton^  9 
Hurd^  and  a  Bai&urst. 

The  dignitary  who  forms  the  subject  of  this  mer 
moir,  was  bo^n  about  the  year  1748.     His  descent 

*  The  worldly  power  of  the  clergy  ii^s  been  undoubtedlj  di- 
minished by  the  Eeformatipn^  as  well  as  their  ppssessionjs  -,  on 
the  other  hand  their  order  has  been  constantly  supported  and  up* 
held  by 'all  the  authority  of  the  state.  Anterior  to  the  dispute 
\i^!tk  the  court  of  ilome^  their  political  influence  was  commenr 
surate  with  the  extent  of  their  Jandsj  for  previpusly  to  the  diaso- 
iution  of  the  noonasteries^  in  addition  to  the  archbishops  and  bi- 
shops, twenty-six  mitred  abbots,  and  two  priors  sat  in  the  House 
of  Peigrs,  forming  together,  a  body  equally  numerous  with  tb^ 
temporal  nobility. 

During  the  Saxon  period,  their  lands  were  held  by  the  spiritual 
tenure  oi frank  almoign,  but  they  now  hold  by  barony.  At  this 
moment,  in  consequence  of  a  very  nice  distinctipn,  they  are  not 
"  peers  of  the  realm,"  but  merely  lords  of  Parjiament :  and  yet 
as  such  they  sit,  vote,  and  decide  with  equal  authority  as  thetem^ 
poral  dignitaries,  with  whom  indeed  they  epjoy  a  co-eqlial  and 
concurrent  jurisdiction.  See  Stamford^  P.  C.  153,  and  alsoBlac)^? 
$Wtte's  Coounentariqs,  vol.  .1.  p,.  157,  6y?«  edition. 
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"is  Vgryt^e^taMe/ being  of-XJie  same  *  femily  lf« 
the'  celebrated  AHen^Loi^  Bathiirst^  the  friend  df 
Swifty  Pope,  Addi«0n,  «nd  k\\  the  ^eat  men  of 
the  reign  6f  Queeii  Anne,  and  'of  the  same  name  as 
Iris  ison,  Hairy  Earl  Balthurst^  who,  i?re  believe,  was 
his  godfitther. 

Havtng  befen  intended  early  in  life  for  the  ehnrcby 
he  was  educated  at  Winchester  sdiool,  whence^  he 
remoted  to  New  CoHege,  Oxford.  There,  After 
thtf  i»ual  formalities,  Mr.  Bathutst  obtained  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  €ivil  Law,  October^?,  1768. 
lEtght  years  after  this  (luneS,.  1776),  he  pra- 
r^rfed^  Doctor  of  Ciril  Law,  and  became  a  Canon  of 
Christ-church.  As  one  of  his  relatives  was  soon  after 
-  appditited  firsts  Keeper  of  the  Gi'eat  Seal,  and  then 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  brightest  hononrs  of*  the  cle* 
f  ical  profession  were  now  presented  to  his  view. 

His  ^rst  preferment  f  was  the  living,  of  Cii'cn- 

•cester,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  which  is  the 

parish  iii  which  theBathursts  have  long  possessed  the 

'  chief,  if  not  sole  property ;   it  is  celebrated  for 


*  ^'  This  family,"  says  Collins,  vol.  v^  p.  443  of  the  Peerage, 
*'  was  originally  seated  in  Sussex,  at  a  place  called  Bathurst,  nbt 
far  from  Battle  Abbey,  of  which  they  were  dispossessed,  and  the 
castle  demolished,  in  the  troublesome  times  of  the  dispute  between 
the  hdtwes  of  York  and  Lancaster,  and  nothing' now  reraaihs  but 
a  wood,  called  Bathurst  Wood,  where  may  be  found  some  of  tlie 
ruins. 

f  Dr*  B.  is  still  Vicar  of  Cirencester ;  he  resigned  his  pfebend 
on  his  elevation  to  the  see  of  Norwich,  of  which  H,  Bathurst 
L.  L.  B.  is  Chancellor. 


'  Digitized  by 


Google 


582  ,  Dr.  henry  BiTHtJRsC 

wooils  planted  by  the  first  Lord^  M^hicb  at  once  eiH 
liven  and  enrich  it>  and  will  look  verdant  for  agc« 
yet  to  come,  in  the  classical  poetry  of  the  bard   of 
Twickenham.     After  many  years  residence  at  Ox- 
ford^ he  obtained  a  prebendal  stall  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  Durham,  where  he  retired  with  some  de- 
cree of  reluctance,  and  during  bis  residente,  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  maintenance  of  that  hospi* 
tality  which  then  eminently  distinguished  this  north- 
ern city,  and  is  still  continued,  it  is  to  be  boped^ 
to  the  present  day.     Dr.  Thurlow,  brother  to  the 
Chancellor  of  that  name,  and  the  Hon.  Shute  Bar- 
rington,  were  the  two  contemporary  bishops  of  that 
opulent  see. 

It  was  not  till  1805,  that  Dr.  Bathurst  obtained 
a  mitre.  On  this  occasion,  he  succeeded  Dr» 
Charles  Manners  Sutton  in  the  see  of  Norwicl^^ 
when  that  prelate,  by  translation  to  Canterbury, 
became  Primate  of  all  England.*  On  this  occasion^ 
Richard  Prosser,  D.  .D.  a  prebendary  of  Durham^ 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1803,  preached  the  conse- 
cration sermon  at  liambeth  chapel,  which  was  after- 
"Wards  published  at  the  command  of  his  Grace  the 
Archbishop.  The  subject  was  "  the  unity  of  the 
Christian  body,"  and  the  deductions  were  liberal,  it 
being  contended,  that  there  is  more  wisdom  and 
charity  in  recollecting  the  agreement  as  to  points  of 

*  The.  bishopric  of  Norwich  is  only  valued  in  the  king's  book 
at  899^.  lQs.y\d,  and  has  been  usually  computed  to  be  worth 
3000/.  per  annum,  but  the  revenues  now  exceed  that  sum. 
The  present  is  the  85th  Bishop. 
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tbe  highest  Yalue^  ''  than  in  teaiiag  it  asunder  ahoiit 
c  n^atters  af  external  and  formal  concern/' 

Imntediately  after  this^  the  Bishop  of  Norwich 
entered  on  the  duties  of  his  sacred  office,  and  on  his 
primary  visitation  to  his  diocese  in  1806,  delivered 
.  a  charge  to  the  clergy,  since  printed  at  their  re- 
,  quest,  and  dedicated  to  them.  In  this  ^'  compo- 
sition,"' he  congratulates  himself  on  being  placed 
over  such  a  respectable  a  body  of  men. 

*'  I  shall  study,"  says  he,  '^  to  conciliate  their  affection  and 
esteem,  not  however  by  any  mean  unmanly  compliance  with  tke 
prejudice,  the  passions,  or  tlie  selfish  views  of  individuals,  and  still 
less  by  granting  any  indulgence  to  idleness,  pr  the  least  wilful 
neglect  of  that  solemn  obligatipn  which  we  all  of  us  entered  into 
wheii  we  were  ordained  ;  but  by  giving  every  one  who  may  have 
,  occasion  to  come  to  me,  a  patient  hearing  and  a  kind  reception, 
and  the  few  who  can  want  it  the  best  advice  which  it  is  in  mj 
power  to  suggest.  I  know,"  adds  his  lordship,  '^  how  difficult  it 
is  to  please  all  men,  be  their  situation  in  life  what  it  may ;  nor  am 
I  solicitous  to  do  this  ;  but  the  approbation  of  the  wise  and  good 
of  every  rank,  and  of  every  age,  I  am  truly  desirous  of  obtaining, 
because  I  consider  such  approbation  as  the  best  earthly  reward  of 
those  humble  but  strenuous  efforts,  which  I  am  called  upon  by 
«o  riiany  motives  to  exert,  and  will  endeavour  to  exert,  in  support 
©fa  cause  so  deeply  interesting  to  us  all :  I  mean  the  cause  of  re- 
ligion and  morality/* 

In  conformity  to  the  ancient  custom  of  a  Bishop, 
delivering  his  sentiments  respecting  some  of  those 
lliading  topids  Connected  with  the  clerical  profes-' 
fiion,  his  lordship  next  presents  '^  a  general  view  of 
religion/' 

''  In  this  conntfy>  frota  the  petiod  of  the  Refortnation  to  th^ 
irayhour,  the  established  cj^uroh  has  beefi  incessantly  exposed  to 
a  variety  of  attacks^  ftom  persons  of  a  very  different  description. 
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gad  &<xtL6pin\onk  of  a  ^^JMatetit  tendency.  There  w*ff  i  tiiSlj 
when  the  dang^  fircon jthe  iocretse  of  ?opesj,  was thon^t  to  be^ 
jdarmii^g^-  that  the  Rbtjhies  tf  t^  ttatesnum  and  of  the  divine 
were  almost  exclusively  directed  to  that,  single  quarter.     In  the 
theological  controversies  which  took  place  between  the    learned 
'  of  both  parties  for  more  than  a  century  after  the  gl<>rious  ara  I 
liave  just  raetetionedi  the  superiority  of  the  Protestant  writers  oter 
.their  adversaries^  bdtli  in  erudition  add  argument^  ha^  I  heKenre; 
very  rarely  been  questioned.     Happy  would  it  be  ibc  mankind^  -if* 
in  matters  of  this  nature,  recourse  were  never  had  to.  any  oth^t 
weapons  but  those  of  reason  and  learning  5    but  unfortunately 
ttrese  weapons  alone  were  not  then  thought  tcf  be  an  adequate  se«* 
cority  either  for  diurch  or  state  :  laws,  thefeforeii  were  cnactM 
against  knowti  and  even  against  suspected  Papists,  which  (as  the 
'  late  Lord  Mansfield  long  since  observed)  can  be  defended  upon  no 
ground  but  that  of  necessity.     Force,  however,  in  the  concerns 
of    religion  is  unblessed  and  unavailing,  or  at  least  can  pro- 
duce only  a  transient  effect  *,    and  this  has  uniformly  proved  to  be 
the  case  wherever  it  has  befen  made  use  of.    This  obvious  aild 
important  truth  seems  now  to  be  admitted  on  all  sides.    More 
enlightened  and  just  ideas  of  toleration  have  of  late  prevailed,  arid 
hav^  every  where  taken  place  of  that  overheated  religious  zeslt 
whix:h  is  alike  the  bane  of  public  peace  and  df  private  comfort* 
Christians,  of  all  denominations  alike,  appear  at  last  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  they  areliot  required  by  their  great  Master,  or  by  the 
maxims  of  ^und  policy,  to  support  any  particular  mode  of  religious 
Worship,  by  means  directly  in  opposition  to  the  end  and  design  of 
all  religion.     It  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
.  this  age  and  country  have  not  been  b^ind  hand  with.  Protestants^ 
Jn  adopting  these  liberal  and  truly  Christian  sentiments.    Thait 
conduct  upon  some  recent  occasions,  and  the  unequivocal  decl^l- 
rations  made  by  them  in  a  variety  of  publications,  are  strongly  ex- 
pressive of  their  total  disapprobation  of  compulsion  in  religion^ 
and  also  decidedly  prove,  that  they  disclaim  many  of  those  highly 
exceptionable  tenets,  which  were  once  a  part  of  their  creed.    It 
would,  therefore,  be  v«ry  unfair  to  involve  in  the.  guilt  of  the 
tni^uided  zealots  of  foriaer  days^  a  body  of  n>en  of  a  fiir  differeitf 
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ch^i^ler^  and  ta  v/bota  it  is  oor  ddtj,  and  $h6ul4  be  our  indiQ^f* 
tion,  to  shew  eveiy  mark  of  benevolenc^  both  as*  Cl»:istimi  br^ 
tfared>  and  as  deserving  fellow  subjects. 

**  The  entire  ovefthrottr  of  our  ecclesiastical  estabKshment^darinfe 
the  iotoregnuixti  by  sectafieiy  of  various  denoninnatiohs^  and  the 
^qiient  pcrite  to  which  the  established  church  was  exposed  ^t 
the  Restoration,  afld  for  many  years  after  that  time,  by  persons  of 
the  same  descriptionl>  made  it  necessary  for  the  legislature,  who 
wisely  eodsidered  the  church  as  an  integral  pafrt  of  the  state,  to 
pass  kiws  for  its  safety,  which  it  must  be  confessed,  were  in  some 
instaisces  as'  severe  m  their  operation  upon  Protestant  non-con^ 
formists>  as  those  to  which  Catholics  were  made  liable.  Irritated 
ty  the  indignities  which  she  had  suffered,  and  exasperated  by  th^ 
scverltKs  whidh  rfie  had  experienced  during  the  unfortunate,  pe* 
riod  I  have  mentioned,  if  the  churish  of  England  did  not  always 
shew  that  lenity  and  ftifodwation  which  are  her  genera!  <iharaiDter» 
istks,  it  is^  not  mach  to  be  wondered  at. — It  would  be  matter  of 
Surprise  if  she  had  y  indeed  the  exigency  of  the  times  frequently 
demanded  rigid  statutes,  and  thi*  exigency  is  their  best  justifica'* 
tionj  becaiuse  the  pressure  of  peculiar  circumstanced  mt^,  \xx\Adt 
the  most  free  govefntaaent  possible,  warrant  very'  strict  and  eyi^ 
oj^l^essive  regulations^  of  ^  ti^poraiy  nature,  if  the  public  safety 
dearly  demand  such  f  these  regulations,  however,  no  wise  states^ 
man  will-  wish  to  enferce,  wlien  the  circumstances  whleh  bccasiolS 
them;  BO  kfngev  require  their  continuance  5  but  e)ia<!tly  /ioto  IbliiJ 
they  shall  eontinue  and  when  they  shall  cease,  is  a  question  whddi 
an  able  'pra4:t%cal  statesman  is  alone  competent  todeci^. 

*'  Widi  respect  to  our  dissenting  brethren  of  this  day,  air  they 
have,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  laid  aside  that  ptaiSttionate  invec^ 
tive,  that  offensive,  acrimonious  manner,  both  of  wtUing'and  of 
apeaking,,  which  they  formeiiyf  too  much  i^raotrted^,  ^  is  highly 
incumbent  upon  us,  in  return,  to  feel  for  them,  however  differ- 
ing in  the  forms  of  external  religious  worship,  or  in  points  of 
doubtful  cfisputation,  all  tliat  good-wjlt  and  cordiality  which  they 
•eem  disposed  to  shew  us ;  and  it  is  more  particularly  ouf  duty  td 
do  this  at  the  present  very  serious  crisis,  m^en  uttioft  is  so  lo^d^ 
called  feir  from  all  q^jarters,,  and^  h  so  much  wanted ':  a'  crisis  whe^ 
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.we  arc  threatened  with  iuvaskxi  by  the  common  enemy  of  ererf 
jcountry  which  has  a  territory  worth  plundering,  or  a  constitution 
worth  subverting.  At  such  a  crisis,  it  is  surely  requisite  not  only 
to  lay  aside  every  emotion  of  redentojentj  but  to  cultivate  a  cor- 
dial good- will  towards  Christians,  of  every  description,  who  are 
warmly  attached  to  our  civil  constitution,  and  agree  with  us> 
moreover,  in  tlie  great  essentials  pf  Christianity.  ^ 

.  '^^  Upon  an  occasion  like  this,  when  1  deliver  an  opinion  so 
fitrangly  in  fevour  of  our  Catholic  and  Dissenting  brethren,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  tliat  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  England  live  la 
those  halcyon  days  when  *  righteousness  and  peaoe  have  kissed 
each  other,*  and  that  instead  of  exerting  all  possible  *  care  and 
fliligence,*  they  may  '  sleep  and  take  their  rest  :*  this  is  by  no  means 
my  intention.  He,  indeed,  must  survey  the  world  around  him 
in  a  very  supe^cial  manner,  who  can  entertain  such  an  idea. 
From  the  first  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  this  very  moment,  vigi- 
lance and  activity  have  always  been,  aud  will,  I  fear,  never  cease 
to  be^  indii^nsable  requisites  iu  every  minister  of  that  gospel, 
and  certainly  were  never  more  so  than  now ;  because,  though  I 
admit,  and  1  firmly  believe  it  may  truly  be  admitted,  that  we 
have  no-  danger  to  apprehend  either  from  Catholic  or  Protes- 
^nt  nonconformists,  the  established  clergy  have,  notwithstand- 
ing, full  occasion  for  unwearied  attention  to  the  great  buuness  in 
3«fhieh  th0y  are  engaged.  Secure  as  the  church  of  England  may 
be  tjioughtifi'om  external  attacks — Intiis  est  hosti&^^The  nnity  of 
^lis^^ihiirth  is  disturbed,  and  its  ver}'  existence  endangered  more 
and  more  every  day»>  on  the  one  band,  by  rhe  mistaken  zeal  of 
^^Ipfofmed  enthtttiaats ;  and  on  the  other,  by  that  widely  spread 
iudi^rence  andiufc^rwarmness  which  have  pervaded  so  large  a 
pprtion  ofjilte  m^nber$.  I^  h  hard  to  say  which  of  these  two  ex- 
tremes i^  mp^t  unftiendly  to  that  pure  and  perfect  system  of  faith  ' 
and  manners  which  we  profess." 

After  this  the  6is}i|^p  alludes  to  those  who  *'  laj 
cl^ni  to  iiTesistible  influxes  of  divine  grace."  He 
does  not  accuse  them  without  distinction,  of  endea- 
^otyfing io impose  u^on  others;  but  his  lordship  is 
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thoroughly  persuaded,  that  in  many  instances 
they  deceive  themselves ;  '^  oppressed  with  melan- 
choly, or  intoxicated  with  vanity/*  adds  be^  "  they 
mistake  the  wild  conceits  of  a  disordered  fancy  for 
the  real  influence  of  that  spirit  which  ^  cometh 
down  from  the  Father  of  lights/  and  the  genuine 
source  of  which  is  in  all  cases  best  known  by  its 
fruits/'  .  To  combat  these^  he  very  properly  recom- 
mends^ not  persecution  or  violeDce,  but  increased 
diligence,  patience,  and  meekness,  and  above  all, 
private  personal  instruction. 

In  respect  to  those  who  are  termed  ^^Evangelical 
Preachers/'  the  bishop  wishes  apt  to  revive  ani- 
mosity or  rekindle  disputes,,  and.  still  lees  to  pass  an 
indiscrimifiate  censure  upon  many  pious  and  learned 
clergymen. 

*f  Oxx  ttie  contrary^"  adds  be,  ^'  I  am  so  far  fix)m  thinking^  ill 
of  these  persons^  that  I  believe  they  are  often  represented  as  pro« 
meters  of  enthusiasm,  for  no  other  reason  but  bec^v&se  tbey  ar« 
more  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  qf  the  important  duties  attach- 
ed to  their  profession,  than  many  who  object  to  their  conduct.  I 
must  howeyer  unequivocally  declare,  that  to  assume  a  title  which 
appe^s  t9  distinguish  one  part  of  the  estaUished  clergy  from  ao- 
other>  to  alienate  a  flock  from  their  regulated  appointed  pastor, 
by  exercising  the  spiritual  gifts  of  preaching,  or  of  exhorting 
whenever  or  wherever  any  zealous  individual  may  think  fit,  can 
hkv^  no  tendency  but  to  injure  our  ecclesiastical  establishment,  by 
creating  divisions,  where  union  is  SO  indispensably  requisite.'* 

The  following  quotation  has  become  a  subject  of 
ahimadversion,  and  has  been  considered  by  some, 
notwithstanding  the  concession  made,  as  pot  strictly 
accordant  with  tjblat    uniform  liberali^  io   emi«* 
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nently  aod  sq  worthily  ^^bplayed  ob  eifery-  otber  oc« 
casion. 

'^  Nor  16  this  all  :^  that  most  important  of  ail  objects  in  every 
point  of  view-^-I  mean  the  moral  andieb^ous  imfM»f|pment  c^the 
lower -orders  of  society^  wooldthm  (b^  't^aqUa^g  iron^  beyise  to^ 
house*)  be  effectually  obtained  in  the  mQ^t  fipQxceptionaibleinian<- 
Ber>  and  the  rising  generation  wou^d  be  taught  the  doctrmes  and 
the  precepts  of  the  national  religion,  according  to  the  plan  of  edu« 
cation  established  by.  our  pious  and  judicious  fathers  at  the  Refor- 
mation $  a  plan  whiph,  as  a  member  of  the  churd^  of  Bn^aod,  J 
mtist;  be|)^rnHtt€d  tp  pjefqr  te  thf^^crier(Mi5wig^«te^  of  Mr,  Joseph. 
Lancaster^  who  is  now  so  much,  talked  of  3  of  whigh  systea:^  not- 
iRpthstanding  whafeyer  merit  it  may  have  in  other  ];espects^  the  db- 
tlnguishing,  doctrines  of  christiantty  make  no  part :  at  the  same 
time>  I  am  re^y  to  beai^full  testimony  to  the  benevolent  inten- 
tion of  this  hi^maaeaad^  active  friend  of  tbe  poor  >  and  ako.l»  the^ 
siigenulty  di^plnyo}*  in  cs^rr^nug  90»e,p^>Qf  to  ipt«m  iirto.««Q^. 
cution.    I  should,  however,  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  ^ec  his^  '  la- 
stitutes  of  Christianity,'  whenever  they  make  their  appeannce, 
supersede  the  use  of -our  incon^arable  Ghmrdi  datechism;  and  be 
substituted  in  the  room  of  the  Creed;  the  Lord^s  Ftayer>  and  the 
Ibh  Gommandmients."    ' 

iQ  pceach.  (ui.  Saturday^  Jaauary^  (h^  30ili>  befcHre 
the  Loi^  s]Mrit«iat  and  temporal,  '^beiiig  theda^ 
appointed  to  be  observed  as  the  day  of  the  knartyr- 
dom  of  K^ng  Charier  I."  The  execution  Qf  ^j*t, 
mon^b^;  y^h€»fsi  cjhiirchingfl.  ta,yQ  b«^a;  sjggytjiBWfc 
pleased^^  ta  consider,  as.  ^'  one  who,  died  &i^  Il» 
tttitij/'  i^  at  on^c  a  V;ery,  eqjjiyocgsj^,  w4%a,  v^  ^^' 
cali^  Rortipn^of  <Htr  history.  Tq  s^y  the  zealp^tf, 
that  day  wer^  entii^y  rigjbt,  \yx)uld  be^  to^coAfi^ . 
too  mueb;  a^.Q!i.tliQ  other  band^nc^ to, ad^^ 
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'Kitg  to  hSLte  been  iii  the  wrong, '  ^  initio,  would 
bft  <t  giross  violation  of  the  laws  and  the  consti-* 
tution  of  this  country.  To  get  rid  of  the  difficulty^ 
it  WM  usual,  for  seme  time  anterior  to  the  French 
RdTolutioui  for  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  ad- 
jo^%  oveih  that  day  ;  but  since  the  very  unjust 
ittiikAtt  against  ]LoUjis  W\,  the  ancient  custom 
lias  been  revived. 

The  following  i^xt,  on  ithis  oi^asion,  was  yery 
uppropriately  chosen  frota  1  Samuel^  chap.  viii. 
y.  19.  ^'  Nay,  but  wc  will  b9ve»  king  oy^r  qs/' 

''  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  obse^ye,''  gays  his  lord^ip,  ^f  tbf  t 
t^re  is  not  perhaps  in  the  annals  of  the  worlds  no,  not  even  in 
the  revoltttionary  period  in  which  we  live,  jsnj  one  event,  from 
which  a  more  affecting  lesson  0197  ^  drawn,  by  persops  of  every 
jank  and  situation  of  U&,  than  that  which  we  ^re  here  assenblet) 
to  commemorate  3  especiaUy  if  the  causes  whiph  prodoc^,  aod 
the  sad  effects  which  f(41owed  \t,  be  investigated  w)^  seriousness 
^md  impartiality.  Such  investigation,  however^  can  ba  of  no  rea) 
fervid  to  us  now,  unless  we  carefully  rememb^,  that  the  annufd 
commemoration  of  this  day,  is  not  enjoin^ed  us  fo|r  the  purpose  of 
keeping  alive  .t)ie  narrow  pairty  prejudices  pf  a  fcHiner  ^ge,  or  tho 
still  more  narrow  pii^udices  of  ^an  overrheated  feligipus  2eal, 
which  in  all  ages  alike  have  been,  apd  will  ney^  cease  to  be,  tl^e 
l)ane,  both  of  public  prosperity  and  of  private  happiness. 

.  *^  7^  gre^t  epd  and  design  of  the  fast  w^  at  present  so)emnize> 
is  of  a  far  di^ren^  na^nre ;  it  w^  originally  instituted,  and  is 
now  continyied,  in  th(^  first  place,  to  expite  in  us>  ^  heartfelt  al|- 
horr^nce  of  those  sins,  which  on<:f  brought  dowQ  upoQ  this  nation 
IheheavyJ^dgmeptsof  Gods  sn4  iQtl|0Qe:i^t  place,  to  teach  us 
thaindispensableduty  of  subduing  in  ourselves,  that  unch^ritaUe 
Ittd  vindictive  sflirit  towards  those  who  differ  from  us,  either  in 
DQlitics  or  in  religion,  which  w^  ji^^ly  censure  in  ovr  fore&thei;^  | 
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and  Instead  of  it,  to  pat  on  modet^ion:  and  meekness;  forbearA^^ 
and  candour,  which  are  the  best  characteristics  of  a  Christian,  an|i 
by  the  exercise  of  which,  we  qap  alone  effectually  promote  the 
due  observation  of  this  day.  '  A  day  of  trouble,  and  of  rebuke,* 
a  day  notwithstanding,  the  remembrance  of  which  cannot  fail  of 
furnishing  both  to  pqw^r  and  to  licentiousness,  4  lesson  which 
they  frequently  stand  in  need  of,  though  they  rarely  are  di^osed 
to  listen  to.  Those  who  study  history,  as  history  ought  always  to 
be  studied,  I  mean  without  any  preconceived  bias  on  their  mind^ 
will  readily  admit,  that  at  the  period,  which  on  the  present  occa- 
sion we  are  unavoidably  led  to  consider,  '  both  the  monarch  and 
the  represientatives  of  tjje  people,  were,  in  their  turns,  very  much 
in  the  wrong,  thoug|^  not  always,  nor  oq  the  samcf  occasions,*  as  is 
justly  observed  by  the  most  impartial  historian*  we  have. 

*'  It  would  be  no  very  difficult  task  to  illustrate  the  truth  of 
this  remark,  by  an  appeal  to  a  variety  of  particular  instance^  3  but 
It  appears  to  me,  that  I  shall  more  usefiilly  discharge  the  duty 
which  1  have  undertaken,  by  enforcing  as  strongly  as  I  can,  soiri 
among  the  many  important  inferences  resulting  from  those  wdl 
known  historical  facts,  which  will  immediately  occur  to  the  recol- 
Jeetion  of  all  who  hear  me.  Inferences,  which  it  is  the  duty  both 
of  priiices  and  of  subjects,  most  attentively  to  consider.  The 
former  may  learn  from  the  tragical  end  of  a  Sovereign,  of  whom  it 
is  said  liy  those  who  are  lea^t  partial  to  his'  raemoiy,  ^  that  he 
might  be  reckoned  one  of  the  most  accomplished  princes  that  has 
ever  been  on  the  English  throne,!  if  his  mSany  exemplary  arid  exr 
cellent  virtues  had  not  been  allayed  and  discredited  by'  a  love  of 
arbitrary  sway,  and  by  an  inattention  to  the  character,  an&  to  the 
spirit  of  his"  people. 

*  **  Thiey  may  learn,  I  say,  from  this  sad  event,  never  to  affect  any 
power  beyond  what  is  trusted  to  them  by  the  constitution  of  the 
fcountry,  which  they  are  called  by  Providence  ta govern;  and 
constantly  to  bear  ia  niind,  that  as  the  good  of  the  peojrfe  is  the 
only  legitimate  end  of  governnEient,  so  a  free  people  will  always 
re^rdliberty  as  their  chief  good.    Above  all,  tjiey  may  learn  to 
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consider  as  very  suspicious  friends,  or  rather  as  dange^rous  etilemiesf 
4hose  who  advise  them  to  lay  down  their  will  as  a  law,  and, '  t(> 
hold  that  for  honourable,  which  pleaseth;  and  for  just,  that 
which  profiteth  -,*  which  was  in  those  days,  as  we  are  informed  by 
the  noble  historian,  the  usual,  language  of  the  council  table,  and 
the  star  chamber.  If  the  transactions  of  this  unhappy  aera  afford 
fi  lesson  thus  striking  to  kings  and  magistrates,  they  furnish  ai 
least  an  equal  degree  of  instruction  to  the  peoj)le  at  large.  Sub- 
jects of  every  description  and  denomination,  may  learn  from  the 
anarchy  and  the  confusion,  the  misery  and  the  oppression  of  those 
wretched  times,  to  estimate,  as  the)'  deserve,  the  soperior  advan* 
tages  of  living  under  a  constitution  of  government,  which  equally 
secures  to  the  Sovereign  and  the  subject,  the  legitimate  exercise  of 
their  respective  rights.  They  cannot  but  learn,  frpm  the.'  crimed 
and  the  follies  oi  their  forefathers,  that  it  is  as  contrary  to  il^eir  inte-» 
rest,  as  it  certainly  is  to  their  duty,  to  look  upon  evety  indiscreet 
measure,  every  harsh  expression,  every  trifling  mistake,  or  even 
every  personal  injury,  committed  by  those  who  rule  o\'er  them, 
as  a  settled  premeditated  invasion  of  their  rights ;  and  therefor^' 
as' justifying  on  their  parts,  not  only  a  turbulent  resistance  of  au- 
thority, but  also  a  mad  attempt  to  pull  down  upon  their  heads,  a 
venerable  fabric  which  has  afforded  them  shelter  and  protection 
for  ages  J  and  this,  witliout  any  reasonable  prospect  of  erecting  a 
better  in  its  room.  A  degree  of  madness,  not  inferior  to  that 
which  a  company  of  mariiiers  would  be  guilty  of,  who,  when  a 
storm  arose,  should  resolve  to  drive  their  ship  against  a  rock,  in 
hopes,  if  they  survived,  of  being  able  to  build  a  more  convenieni 
one  with  tl^ie  scattered  fragments  of  the  wreck." 

Th^  Bishop  after  this  observes,  that  it  has  been  frequently 
remarked  by  writers,  both  of  our  own  and  of  other  countries,  that 
we  are  a  nation  of  politicians.  Far  from  disavowing  this,  he* 
jemarks  with  great  justice, '''that  political  arguments  belong 
peculiarly,  I  had  almost  said  exclusiv«ly,  to  a  free  people.  As 
long  tlierefore,"  adds  he,  ''as  we  have  a  public  interest,  which 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  pursue,  and  public  rights,  which  it  is 
our  "duty  to  defend,  as  long  as  we  have  'a  king  to  serve,  and  a 
country  to  embrace  3*  so  long  we  shall  naturally,  and  wiaYoid«* 
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|bl7^  teM  to  l9k<$  9  wfoxm  pfft>  and  fed  a  deeper  CQactm  in 
politioii  transactions,  tb^m  those  who  live  uoder  a  loss  per&p^ 
))ecai^  a  le^  frm^  iian^  of  jrovemment^  We  should  indis^  be 
palpable  jf  we  did  not.  Nor  will  such  interference,  whilst  it  if 
|!U>nfined  withip  thei^upds  of  reason  and  moderation,  be  injurious 
^Uher  to  private  or  to  public  happiness.  The  exact  extent  of 
fhe^e  botMs  it  may  not  perhaps  be  easy,  in  all  cases,  to  aaoertaiy 
3Vith  precision.  The  point  roust  be  sornetimes  lelt  to  the  goo4 
^fiOfie  and  judgm^tQf  individuals^  and  it  ipay  be  safely  left ^ 
liecause  there  are  very  few  of  us  §o  Ul-inforraed  as  not  to  i:poW| 
that  a  disposition  to  censure,  without  due  reflection,  tbp  coodoct 
of  those  appointe4  tp  rule  over  us,  and  to  qofuplain  of  the  ineoii*> 
venienc^  we  su^r^  r^ardlesa  of  tlie  bpoeflts  ^e  enjoy,  is,  iq 
f very  point  of  view,  a  darigerojOf  and  a  refreh|insibl|»  V^m  ^ 
mind,  ^ut  thoQgh  it  roust  be  allowed  t^t  petulajQt  «elf-cQpQ9iti 
or  querulous  remonstrance,  ipay  now  and  then  emban^s^^  aQ4 
^^a  defeat  the  best-coQO^rted  measures  of  goverproent^  yet  ^ 
the  same  tin^  \t  cannot  be  depied^  that  a  h^,  4!^U  UKji^^rfncf 
i0  the  character  and  ^ctio|)9  of  tbq«Q  who  cpBduct  tb^e  maaaoreti 
^  a  want  of  attention  to  the  tepdency  of  tt^  mmvLH»  ib^mml'm^ 
^re  prpduQtiv^,  13  a  |COQ#titfttion  ]jike  ouf^^  of  still  ipor^  ^pii  #61) 
greater  ^yUs.'* 

His  lordship  next  ^pimadverM  on  the  folly  o^ 
thosf  who  assert  that> '"  monarchy  U  an  ab8ur4ity'^ 
Vid  ^' her^itary  mo^a^cby  a  ^till  gre^tei?.'*  Bui 
while  the  good  ]^ishop  points  ou(^  on  one  hi^iid^ 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  extravagant  political 
theories,  equally  in  opposition  to  reason  and  to 
^cripture>  h^  inclines  not  W,  ran  into  th^  opposite 
nU^m^M  by  ''  wishing  to  inculcate  those  davisli 
principlwof  government,  which  (fortunately  fpr 
us  all)  have  been  long  since  forgotten  or  despis^^- 
and  which  pever  had  the  sanction  either  of  reason 
or  qf  |[e¥elatioi|  to  support  thepi.    Th^  gospel  adds 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Bft*  HBVmr  BATH0Rtt^  S&S 

ttotbing  to  ike  prerogative  of  kiiigs>  nor  does  it  di* 
minish  the  privilege  of  subjects ;  it  leaves  the  state 
of  both  to  be  determined  by  the  particular  consti- 
tution, laws,  and  (customs  of  their  Respective  coun- 
tries." 

Having  Htms  contemplated  the  Bishop  of  Norr 
wich  in  his  character  of  an  eminent  dignitary  of 
the  church  of  England,  and  not  merely  noticed, 
Jbut  quoted  largely  from  the  only  two  publications 
to  which  his  name  has  been  afifixed,  we  are  now  to 
/eons^ider  him  as  a  lord  of  Parliament. 

It  may  have  been  already  perceived,  that  this 
prelate  is  extremely  liberal  in  respect  to  those  who 
differ  from  him,  either  in  politics  or  religion.  It 
will  be  less  surprising,  therefore,  that  contemplat- 
ing the  Catholic  question,  both  in  r^ard  to  its 
doctrinal  effect  and  its  immediate  policy,  he  should 
have  advocated  that  side  of  the  subject  which  leans 
towards  mildness.  When  we  consider  the  number 
of  those  in  Ireland  addicted  to  the  worship  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  and  contemplate  the  very  delicate 
situation  of  that  portion  of  the  empire,  there  is  good 
reason  to  pause,  in  respect  to  the  continuance  of 
pur  ancient  policy. 

Lord  Grenville,  accordingly^  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1808,  moved  for  the  House  of  Lords,  "  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider  of  the  petition 
of  the  Irish  Catholics."  After  a  long  and  able 
address,  which  led  to  a  most  important  and  inte- 
resting, debate^  he  was  supported  by  the  Bishop  of 
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Norwich  in  tlie  following^    which  fs   a  maiden 
speech.  ; 

*'  I  rise,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  to  address  your  lordships, 
and  I  rise  with  unafiected  reluctance  ;  not  because  1  entertain  the 
smallest  doubt  respecting  either  the  exp^Lency,  the  policy,  or 
thft  justice  o(  the  measure  now  under  consicieration,  but  because, 
\fi  a  person  in  my  situation^  it  must  be  exceedingly  painful  (how-* 
•ever  firmly  persuaded  he  may  be  in  nis  own  mind)  to  find  himself 
impelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to, maintain  an  opinion,  directly  the 
reverse  of  which  is  supported  by  so  many  wise  and  good  men,  who 
bdong  to  tlie  same  profession,  and  who  «it  upon  the  same  bench 
with  me.  Important  occasions,  however,  sometime^  arise,  oa 
which  an  individvial  may  be  called  upon  to  avow  his  own  senti- 
ments, explicitly  and  unequivocally,  without  any  undue  deference 
U\  the  judgment  of  others.  .  Such  an  occasion  I  conceive  the  pre- 
sent to  be,  and  shall  without  further  apology,  trouble  your  lord- 
ships with  a  few  remarks. 

*'  I  have  considercsd,  with  all  the  care  a«d  attention  of  which  I 
$m  capable;  the  yai^ious  arguments  which  are  urged  against  the> 
pttition  in  favour  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  has,  this  day, 
for  the  second  tiruje,  been  presented  and  supported  by  the  noble 
Imron  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  with  his  usual  abilities,  and 
^»l  the  same  time,  with  that  well  known  regard  for  the  real  interests 
of  the  established  phurch,  for  its  peace,^  its  security,  its  honour, 
a^  its  prosperity,  which  forms,  and  has  always  formed,  so  distin- 
guished a  part  in  the  character  of  that  noble  lord.  These  objec- 
tions, my  lords,  numerous  as  they  are  said  to  be,  may  all  of  ihem 
I  think  be  reduced  under  four  heads. 

"  In  the  first  place,  it  is  asserted,  or  rather  strongly  insinuated, 
Aat  the  religious  jtenets  of  the  Catliolics  are  of  such  a  nature,  as, 
per  se,  to  exclude  tiiose  who  hol4  them  from  the  civil  and  mjli* 
tary  situations  to  which  they  aspire.  It  is  next  said,  that  if  this 
were  not  the  case,  these  situations  ar«  matters  of  favour,  not  of 
right,  and  therefore  the  Catholics  have  no  just  cause  to  complain, 
that  ^ey  are  excluded  from  th?ni.     In  the  third  placc,^'e  are 
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told,  tiat  if  it  were  admittecl  tliat  the  measure  was,  abstractedlf 
considered,  jtist  and  right,  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  repeal 
statutes,  which  were  passed  after  much,  deliberation,  and  are  con- 
sidered by  many  as  the  bulwarks  of  the  constitution,  in  church  and 
state.  And,  lastly,  there  are  some  who  contend,  that  if  there  were 
no  other  objection,  the  words  of  the  coronation  oath  present  an  in- 
superable bar  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics.  I  shall  not  detain 
your  lordships  Ibng  in  the  examination  of  these  objections,  be- 
cause they  have  been  repeatedly  discussed,  and,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  yery  *  satisfactorily  refuted,  by  far  abler  men,  both  in  thk 
Houseand  out  ofit, 

"  With  respect  to  the  religious  tenets  of  the  Catholics  of  the 
present  day,  it  is  not  a  little  singular,  my  lords,  that  we  will  not 
allow  them  to  know  what  their  own  religious  tenets  really  are. 
We  call  upon  them  for  their  creed,  upon  some  very  important 
points,  and  they  give  it  us  without  reserve  j  but,  iiistead  of  believ- 
ing what  they  say,  we  refer  them,  with  an  air  of  controversial 
triumph,  to  the  councils  of  Constance,  or  Tholouse,  to  the  fourth 
Lateran  council,  or  to  the  council  of  Trent.  In  vain  they  most 
explicitly  and  most  solemnly  aver,  that  they  hold  n©  tenet  whatso^ 
ever,  incompatible  with  their  duties,  either  as  men  or  as  subjects, 
or  m  any  way  hurtful  to  the  government  nnder  which  they  live. 
In  vain  they  publish  declaration  upon  declaration,  in  all  of  which 
they  most  unequivocally  disavow  those  highly  exceptionable  tenets 
which  are  imputed  to  them,  and  not  only  do  they  disavow,  but 
they  express  their  abhorrence  of  them.  In  vain  they  confirm 
these  declarations  by  an  oath  ^  an  oath,  my  lords,  framed  by  our- 
selves, drawn  up  with  all  possible  care  and  caution,  and  couched 
in  terms  as  strong  as  language  affords.  In  addition  to  these  ample 
securities  for  the  principles  and  practice  of  this  numerous  and 
loyal  class  of  our  fellow-subjects  and  fellow-christians,  a  great 
statesman,  now  unhappily  no  more,  caused  to  be  transmitted  a  string 
of  very  important  queries  to  the  principal  Catholic  universities 
abroac},  for  the  purpote  of  ascertaining  with  precision,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Catholic  clergy,  respecting  the  real  nature  and  extent 
(of  the  papal  power,  and  some  other  weighty  points.  The  answers 
letumed  to  these  qtwries,  by  those  learned  bodies,  appeared  to  me. 
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4A  the  time  asdift;  do  iiow»  per^tly  satiibcU^j  and  ia  (lie  ftte 
l^ht  they  were  considered  by  most  dispasakmi^e  roeai. 

'^  Notwithstanding  all  this^  a  concealed  jealousy  of  Catholkis 
#till  hirks  about  by  far  too  many  of  ua*-^a  jealouay^  m-my  d{H;m6ii^ 
as  unwoitby  of  a  irank  and  enlightened  pe<^e^  H  it  is  itijinriooi 
and  crnel  towards  those  who  are  the  objects  of  it.  Fbrj  surdy, 
fay  lords,  if  there  be  one  position  more  incontrdvertib{y  true  tha^ 
another^  it  is  thisr— if  an  individual^  or  a  body  of  men^  will  give  to 
the  government  under  which  th^  live,  such  a  security,  upoii 
^th,  as  that  government  itself  prescribes }  if,  moreover,  they 
maintain  no  opinions  destructive  of  moral  obligation,  or  subver- 
sive of  civil  society,  their  speculative  opinions,  of  a  religious  qa- 
iure^  can  never,  with  justice  or  with  reason,  be  urged  as  excluding 
them  £rom  civil  and  noilitary  situations.  The  Catholics,  my 
lords^  give  this  security,  and  having  giiren  it,  the  legislature  itaelf 
bas  declared  that  they  ought  to  be  considered  as  good  and  loys^ 
pnbjects ;  as  suph,  therefore,  in  my  view  of  the  subject^  they  art 
imquesdonably  entitled  to  the  privileges  which  they  €laim4 

*^  When  I  speak  of  merely  speculative  opinions  of  reUgtea,  I 
wish  to  be  understood  as  meaning  such  c^nions  as^  be^n  in  the 
understanding,  and  rest  there }  and  have  no  practical  influenot 
whatsoever  upon  our  conduct  in  life.  With  this  limitatio»>  I  aQi 
not  sensible  that  there  is  any  fallacy  in  the  argument  whkh  I  have 
made  use  of ;  if  there  be  any,  I  shall  be  ha/p^y  to  have  it  poiat^ 
out,  as  I  cannot  possibly  have  any  motive  in.viewj  bu|t  what>  frdm 
my  heart,  I  believe  to  be  the  truth.  Should  an  unfortunate  9xs4 
deep-rooted  prejudice  prevail,  so  as  to  make  us  to  say,  decidedly 
and  openly,  that  we  will  not  believe  a  Catholic,  even  upon  hi^ 
oath— there  is  an  end,  my  lords,  of  the  discussion  at  once.  But 
tiie  argument,  if  argument  it  can  be  called,  proves  a  great  dea) 
too  much,  and  for  this  plain  reason^-^-no  obligation  morp^  binding 
than  that  of  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Beings  by  an  oath,  has 
bitherto  been  devised  in  civil  society. — ^He,  therefore^  who  can 
justly  be  supposed  capable  of  setting  at  nought  such  an  obligation, 
upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  is  dbt  only  unworthy  of  the  privi? 
leges  here  contended  for,  but  he  is  unfit  for  all  social  intercourse 
of  every  kind :  Feiabo  tub  usdem  sit  trabibuH    Harsb  and  horrid 
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mAe  «Bpr88sa»i>  Boost  soand  inyoor  loi^slupVears^  lieoo^t  tfli 
be  extjsrminated  from  the  face  of  the  earthy  or  at  least  he  shoidA 
he  banlihed  for  life  to  Botany  Bay  5  and  even,  vhent  an^ived  there, 
he  should  be  driven  back  into  the  sea;  for  there  is  no  dan  ^ 
thie^es^  no  gang  of  robbers^  no  banditti  so  thorongWjr  prc^iigate, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  devoid*  of  oommon  understandings  as  to 
admit  that  znao  a  member  of  their  Gommunity^  upon  whose  fidelity 
ta  Ins  engagements  no  i^eHanoe  caabe  placed  even  for  a  single  hoar, 
'*  J  come  now  to  the  second  objecticm,  my  answes  to  which  will 
be  very  short :  oivil  and  military  ^pocntoient?  are^  it  seems,  mat- 
ters o(  f^vour^  not  of  rights  and  -thepe^e  the*  Catholks  have  no 
just  cause  to  complain  that  they  are  excluded  from  them.  I  caa 
hardly)  my  lords^  conceive  any  man  ia  earnest  who  regards  this 
distinction  as  applios^le  to  t;he  present  case,  because  no  one  pleadu 
fcnr  an  abstract  righ^  to  these  Mtuations,  but  for  a  capacity  of  hold* 
ing  them.  No  one  contends  &r  the  absdnte  possession  ot  civil 
and  military  offices^  bat  for  equal  eligibility  to  them;  atd  having 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  all  men  are  eqoally  eligible,  who  give 
to  the  govensnaeni  under  which  they  live  such  a  security,  upon 
oath,  for  thdc  conduct  as  subjects,  as  that  government  itself  pre- 
scribed,  and  whomaint^n  no  opinions  destructive  of  moral  obii«- 
gation,  or  subveraivie  of  civil  80ciety>  I  shall  only  add  here,  that 
they,  are  so  considenedi  in  almost  all  the  governments  of  £urope> 
and  over  tbe  whole  continent  o£  America ;  and  I  shall  be  sorry  fa> 
sett  Bngland  the  last  to  fc^ow  so  good  an.  ei^amj^e.  '  But  it  i« 
ineitpedieoty*  we  areaold> '  to  repeal  statutes  which  SRre  passed  with, 
much'  deliberation,,  and  are  conudered  by  many  m  the  bnlwarkr 
of  the  constitution  in  chcyicb^aiid  state.'  How  long,  my  lords,  it 
may  be  thoqght  expedient,  ov  necessary,  that  the  remaining  paslt. 
of  these  restrictive  disqualifying  statutes  should  be  eoferoed^ 
against  the  Ca^oli€s>  or  at  what  precise  penod  their  op«ation§r 
i^all  endv  is  a  question,  not  fi>r  a  divi0e>  hot  for  lawyers  and  states* 
nien  to  dedde.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  observe,  that) 
tinder^any  government^  however  fiee,  though  peculiar  ciroum* 
stances  mayj  perhaps,  caU  for  statutes  g(  a  very  strict  and  even  of) 
a  very  severe  nature,  f(n  a  limited  p^iodof  time ;  yet  no  wisei 
ftAteamaa^vi^ouUli  I^ims^fine,  wish  those  statu^es^ to  renoaiivunre^ 
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pealed  a  moipent  dUx  tbe  drcoi^^Btancetixiucii  occasioneel  titoi 
oease  to  eScist, 

,  ''Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  statutef 
ber&allud^  to>  and  of  the  times  in  which  they  passed,  will  an- 
ticipate my  application  of  .this  remark  -,  the  application  of  it  fs^ 
indeed,  mode  for  me  by  a  very  eminent  lawyer,  and  a  very  candid 
friend  to  the  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  to  the  civil  constitution  of 
this  re^im«  This  able  writer  observes  more  than  once  in  his  - 
Coroqaent^rics,  that  '  whenever  the  period  shall  arrive  when  the 
^  power  of  tbe  pope  is^  weak  and  insignificant,  and  there  is  no  fHre* 
tender  to  the  throne,  that  thai  will  be  time  to  grapt  fall  indul- 
gence to  the  Catholics.' 

**  That  time,  my  lords,  is  now  come  ;  there  is  no  pretends  to 
the  throne;  and,  with  respect  to. the  papal  power,  not  a  sin^ 
person  present  apprehends^    I  am  thoroughly  persuaded,   avf 
dfii)ger  from  it.     In  truth,  that  once  gigantic  power  'magnistat 
m>minis  tmhra,*  and  nothing  more;     Where,  then,  can  be  tha 
objection  to  granting  tbe  petition  of  the  CathoKcs  of  Ireland  I 
A  petition  founded  on  the  immutable  principles  of  reason  and  of* 
justice  ;  a  petition  also  which  worldjy  policy  loudly  callsi  upon  us^ 
to  accede  to  in  tbe  present  very  serious  crisis  j  a  crisis  which  de- 
mands the  u'luoii  of  the  wise  and  brave  of  every  description,  and  of" 
every  denomination ;  that  cordial  union,  I  mean,  which  is  most  • 
assuredly  the  best  support,  and  indeed  the  only  secure  bulwark  of 
every  government  upon  ®rth.    It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  an 
union  of  tliis  kind  can  be  obtained  only  by  confidence  and  poncill-  . 
ation..    Bht  if  worldly  policy  did  not  thus  loudly  call  upon  us,  a 
p^inelpteof  gr^itude  should  lead  u&to  pay  all  the  attentioa  in  oar 
power  to  the«e  'numerous,  loyal,  and  respeclable  petitionere,  : 
to  whom.  we:aile,  in  a  great  measure  indebted,  for  the  noblest 
naonument  of  wisdom  and  bcnjfeficcnce  combined.  Which  modera  - 
times  haVe  seen.    I  mean  the  union  of  Ireland  with  England — ^an'. 
imion  wltich,  without  their  cortiial  co-operation,  could  never  have  • 
been  effected.     In  reply  to  thes^  observations,  which  appear  to  me  r 
tQ  carry  some  weight  with  them,  there  are  some  who  maintain  , 
that,  if  there  were  no  other  objection,  tlie  words  of  the  coronation 
«tth  prefiient  an  insuperahle  bar  to  tbe  cbims  of  the  Cath«lics.  of  ^ 
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Ireland.  Of  all  the  arguments,  my:  lords,  which  either  pctncipb 
or  prejudice  has  suggested,  or  which  im^ination  has  started,  them. 
is  not  one  which  appears  to  me  to  resC  upon  so  weak  a  foundation, 
as  that  which  is  built  upon  the  words  of  the  coron^on  oath.  . 

*'  This.<iatb#  as  your  lordships  well  knbw,  underwent  some  alte-. 
ration  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution  In  1688,  at  which  period? 
that  great  prince,  William  the  Third,  entered  into  the. following 
solemn  engagedxent  when  he  ascended,  the  throne  of  this  kingdom:  ^ 
'I  will  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the  true  profiession  of  the: gos- 
pel, and  the  reformed  Protestant  Chiirch/  established  by  law  ^  and 
I  will  preserve  to  the  bishops' and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to.  the 
churches  committed  to  their  charge,  all  sudi  riglits  ami  pirivileg^s* 
as,  by  law,  do,  pr  shall  Appertain  unto  them,  or  any  of  them.*  if, 
my  brds,  eicdn  mteUigent  and  honest  men  were  not  sometimea 
disposed  to  adopt  any  mode  of  reasoning,  however  weak,  which' 
coincides  with  their  preconceived  ideas  upon  a  subject,  it  would 
be  no  easy  matter  to  find  out,  upon  what  principle  or  fair  ocm* 
atniction,^  the  words,  which  I  l^ve  just  repeated  lirom  the  coro- 
nation oath,  can  be  thought  to  militate  iagainst  the  claims  of  the 
Gat^ioiicsof  Ireland.  It  will  not,  I  trust,  he  aaid>.fbr  I  am  sure  it 
cannot  be  proved;  that  \t  i^  either  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  God, 
or  the  unconfined  and  benevolent  tendency  of  the  gospel>  or  to 

-  those  liberal  and  enlightened'  prinelples  upon  whitih  the  Reform* 
srtion  was  founded  5  to  admit  to  situatioos  of  honour,  or  of  profit,- 
in  the  state^  m^  of  talents  and  of  virtue  to  whpm  no  objiectipn  can. 
possibly  be  ma^,  but  their  speculative  opinions,  of  merely  a  re-; 
ligious  nature.  Nor  can  I  conceive  in  what  manner  fhe  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  or.  of  the 
churches  committed  to  their  charge,  can  be  affected^,  by  granting 
dvil  and  mi}it4ry  appointments  to  men,  cordially  devoted  to  the 
civil  constiti^ion,  and  who  have,  solemnly  declared,  upon  oath, 
that  it  is  neither  their  intention  or  their  wish  to  injure  or  disturb 

•  the  ecclesiastical.  For  my  own  part,  my  lords,  as  an  individual 
clergyman  of  the  church  of  Enghmd,  sincerely  attached  to  the  esta- 
blished church,  and  proud  of  the  situation  which  I  hold  in  it,  I  should 
be  excttdingl^  sorry  if  I  could  think  for  a  moxQent  tbi|t  1  pos« 
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warned  angrri^^or  privileges  mooinpatible  with  the  just  daioB  of 
8»  aumy  excdknt  lubjects  aad  coDscientious  fidlowH^h^ 

''Be  it  however  admitted;  mj  lords,  tba^  the  words  of  the 
cdronatioa  oatb  wUl  bear  the  constrocdon  whieh  has  been  put 
upon  them  -,  I  wish  to  ask  where  w^  the  oKjectkxi  drawn  firom 
litts  OQth,  when,  in  17^2,  so  many  iodoIgeacieB  were  wiadjr  aod 
jpMy  granted  to  the  Catholics  of  Irdand  ^  indolgencita  fvactid/ 
dT  the  same  kind,  though  difSsring  in  degree  from^  thoM  whick  aM 
now  petitioned  fisr. 

''  Bat  I  forbear  to  posh  this,  ax^gmaent  wsy  further;  ^wiaag 
considetatbns  restrain  me  i  and,  perhaps,  enoc^h  has  Wen  said^ 
tcr  piove  that  the  wosds.of  the  coKinatiQa  oath  hate  been  aDad-* 
visedlf  and  inoondnscvelj  brought  ftrward  during  the  disctiglog 
oi  that  important  question^  which  has  eng!^;ed  the  atleotioft  el  the 
public  for  more  iksm  three  yearn.  I  will  now  detain  ysotxt  lord* 
abips  no  longer :  indeed^  I  should  not  have  presamerf  ta  intnidv 
ao  lo^g  upon  your  patience,  had  1  not  Ihoa^  it  incumbent  upcV 
nie  to  assign  the  best  reason,  in^  mjr  powef  for  difierii^  sa  wiict]f» 
kam  those  around  me,  whose  judgment  I  respect,  though  leas*' 
not  impUcid3rt  bow  txx  it  a^inst  tiie^  deaiaest  conviction-  oC  mf 
understanding,  and  die^bestfedkigsof  my  heart.'" 

The  Bishop  o£  Nm>wi€b>  many  yeaca  sinee;  tom^ 
tied  Misff  Graee  €(wte,  daughter  of  the  Reveren* 
Charles  Coote,  Deaii  of  Itilfenora,  the  efdfer  brother 
of  the  celebrated  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  K^B.  who  dis- 
tingaished  himself  ia  the  East  lDdie9>  and  father  of 
Lerd  Castlecoote  of  the  kiflgdom  of  Ireland.  By 
i^ifilady  his  lordship  has  had  several  child reB>  and- 
his  eldest  son  James,  who  is  now  a  field  officer**  in 
the  60th  regiment,  and  has  served  on  the  Continent; 
another  son  died  many  jears  since,  during  his  lord* 
^ i  p 's  residence  ai  Duirha^« 

'T"""       ■        '         >     i        ..^...n....  ,^.  .,..,.    ■-■■ ,         I  I  l>.^.l>» >i.HIMMI|       '.■♦J 

*  Lieutenant-coloneL 
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In  eoQtempIatiiig  the  character  of  Dr.  Bathurst, 
vie  behold  a  prelate  who  does  honour  to  the  Angli- 
can churchy  by  his^  eaodour  and  liberality^  and  i^ 
lord  of  Parliament^  who  reflects  credit  on  the  bench 
of  hi^ope^  by  the  independence  of  his  conduct* 
Instead  of  interfefing  in  elections^  like  a  late  digni* 
tarj,*  we  And  him  beloved  by  all  those  who  reside 
in  his  vicimty,  and  with  an  exception  perhaps  tQ 
Pr.  Watson,  his  lordship  is  the  only  bishop  of  our 
day,  who  has  been  ever  toasted  by  a  whig  club. 
But  it  is  not  by  a  party  alone,  that  this  dignified 
ecclesiastic  is  esteemed ;  for  he  is  venerated  by  his 
whole  diocese,  and  contemplated,  even  in  times  lik0 
the  present,  with  all  that  veneration  and  respect 
which  were  formerly  bestowed  on  our  primitive 
pastors,  when  favour  could  not  corrupt^  ambition 
alienate,  nor  power  subdue. 


THE   RIGHT   HON. 

RICHARD  FITZPATRICK,  D.C.L. 

BX-SECRETARY  AT  WAR,  &C.  &C. 


Fortis  sub  forte  fatescet. 

Motto  to  the  Ossory  ArmM: 

The  age  of  poetry,  like  that  of  chivalry,  ap* 
pears  to  be  no  more,  and  is  never  likely  indeed  \o 

*  We  allude  to  the  circular  letter  signed ''  Samuel  St.  David's,'* 
dated  *'  AberguUly,  Aug.  24,  17^5 y*"  and  addressed  to  such  of  his 
dtergy  as  had  votes  for  the  town  of  Carmarthen. 

1809-1810.  n  D 
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retutrn;  Uatil  the  Augustan  period  of  jQuted 
Anoe^  our  verses,  with  few  exceptions,  were  inhar^ 
monious^  our  grammatical  rules  unsettled,  and  our 
rhymes  incomplete.  Sentiment,  imagery,  wit,  and 
humour,  indeed  existed,  but  every  thing  that  de- 
pended on  language  was  in  a  great  degree  wanting^ 
At  length,  however,  a  series  of  extraordinary  men 
made  their  appearance  in  immediate  succession,  as 
if  expressly  designed  to  remedy  every  deficiency, 
and  supply  whatever  might  be  required.  The 
poems  of  Waller,  born  in  1605>  were  characterised 
by  a  certain  degree  of  elegance  and  smoothness  be- 
fore unknown.  He  was  happily  devoid  of  the 
quaintness  of  bis  contempory  Cowley,  and  of  the 
starchness  of  most  of  his  predecessors.  Milton,  who 
iaw  that  light  three  years  after,  which  he  was 
doomed  to  be  deprived  of  before  the  close  of  hit 
existence,  united  learning  and  science  with  a  ta^ 
for  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  became  among 
poets  what  Newton  was  soon  after  found  to  be 
among  mathematicians. 

Dryden,  born  in  1631,  possessed  a  varied  excel* 
lence ;  his  verses  were  at  once  terse,  original,  and 
strong,  and  he  possessed  the  rare  felicity  of  being 
able  to  compose  elegant  lines  without  difficulty, 
and  almost  without  efforts 

♦But  something  was  still  wanting,  and  it  was  left 
to  Pope,  whose  star  appeared  above  the  poetical 
horizon,  exactly  at  the  epoch  of  the  revolution,  to 
complete  the  climax  by  the  introduction  of  method, 
lucid  arrangement,  musical  cadence,  and  a  certain 
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degree  of  correctness^  of  lyhich  until  then  our  lan- 
guage had  never  exhibited  a  complete  specimen* 

Since  that  period  but  little  has  been  achieved^ 
and  but  little  remained  to  be  effected.  We  havQ 
indeed  beheld  much  elegant  poetry^  but  it  has  beea 
accompanied  with  little  novelty;  and  in  the  depart- 
ment of  satire  alone  has  there  been  any  thing  like 
superior  excellence. 

Even  under  this  head^  we  can  at  present  recollect 
but  three  happy  effusions^  all  of  which  are  ano- 
iijrmous.  The  firsts  published  under  the  feigned 
name  of  ''  Macgregor,"  consisted  of  ^'  An  Heroic 
Epistle  to  Sir  William  Chambers^  Knight  of  the 
Polar  Star,  &c/'  the  second  had  ''  Peter  Pindar*' 
affixed  to  the  title-page  ;  while  the  third,  entitled 
the  '^  RoUiad/'  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  pro- 
duction of  a  constellation  of  wits>  among  whorn^ 
if  we  are  to  belive  the  *  author  of  the  ''  Pursuits  of 

'^■■— — — —  I         "     ,    '        '"11  ;i  ■        11       n       "I m        I  II  iji    I     I  p  I  II         iM 

•   *  The  text-il  as  follows : 

''  Oi*  With  Fitzpatrick  mark  the  space  between 
A  tainted  strumpet  and  a  sjiotUss  queen.** 

Note. — "A  line  taken  from  the  poetical  eclogue,  cntitlei 
**  The  Lyars,"  the  most  linished  of  all  the  productions  of  th^ 
Rolliad.  Public  report  has  assigned  this  classical^  but  too  keen 
composition,  to  the  sacarstic  pea  of  General  Fitzpatrick.** 

We  shall  here  present  the  reader  with  the  whole  passage  allud- 
ed to  labove : 

'^  Say  what  that  mineral,  brought  from  distant  climes. 
Which  screens  delinquents,  and  absolves  their  crimes  j 
Wliose  dazzling  rays  confound  the  space  between     ' 
A  tainted  strumpet  and  a  spotless  queen  f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


404  .    &tntAAL  nrzfMViict. 

Liieratar^/'  th^  subjeel  of  tfab  memoir  had  the  ho- 
nour to  ht  enrolled. 

General  Fitzp^rick  is  descended,  on  the  pateraal 
side,  from  an  ancient  familj,  xvhiefa  has  ranked  for 
nges  amoBg  the  prtmoress  or  grandees  of  a  neigh- 
bouring kingdom,  long  connected  with,  and  now' 
happily  untited  to  onr  own.     If  we  are  to  give  credit 
to    the     Irish  antiquaries,    Heremon,     the    firsi 
Hionai'ch  of  the  Milesian  race,  was  the  patriarch 
from  Dvhom  tfeey  derive  their  origin;   and  it  ap- 
pears, that  after  they  bad  assumed  th^  surname  of 
Patrick,  they  were  for  some  centuries  kings  of  Ossory, 
til  the  province  of  Leitistcr;     Donald  Mac  Donald 
Mac  Gill  Patrick,  who  was  one  of  the  toparchs  of 
ihat  district  about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  cen^ 
tury,  v^as  slain,  like  tnost  of  biis  pi'edeces^ors^  either 
during  an  insurrection,   or  in  battle.      Bartiabf  ' 
Mac  Gill  Patrick  was  a  contemporary  with  Henry 
VII.  and  Henry  VIII.  and  his  son  Bamaby  appears 
to  have  been  the  first  who  assumed  th^?  prefix  of 
Fitz.     It  was  of  course  the  policy  of  oiur  kings  to 
cultivate  the  friendfihip  and  assistance  of  t^hiefs  of 
tiiis  description,  half  sovereigns  and  half  subjects ; 

Which  Asia's  princes  give,  which  Europe's  take ; 
Tell  this,  dear  doctor,  and  I  yield  the  stake." 

These  verses,  we  believe^  have  only  produced  admiratioaft  l»^ 
there  is  a  single  line  to  be  found  in  the  same  eclogue*— 

'^  When  fiery  K — y — ^n  shall  with  temper  speak,*' 

which  produced  some  animadversions  fpom  the  bench,  and  letters 
from  General  F. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«|&N]^AL  FITZFATRLC^.  405 

mccordingljr  <jic  letter  oft  these  monarchsy  towards 
the  conclusion  of  his  reign  (June  11^  154L  33 
Henry  VIII. )  after  having  received  his  sufamissioji^ 
ordered  a  patent  of  nobility  to  be  made  qut^  aiul 
this  prince  condescended  to  become  Baron  of  Up- 
.p^r  Ossorj.  Barnaby  Fitzpatrick,  his  ejde^st  son, 
appears  to  have  evinced  great  loyalty  toMrards  Ed- 
ward VI.  ♦  to  whom  he  agreed  ''  to  yield  both 
fyne,  rent,  and  service,"    " 

But  duriog  the  tumultuous  struggles  of  a  sub- 
sequent period^  we  find  this  family  engaged  in  what 
was  then  termed  ^'  a  rebellion"  in  Ireland.  It  was^ 
however,  very  loyal  during  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
and  like  the  O 'Neils,  the  Butlers,  and  other  great 
houses,  appears  to  have  suffered  severely  for  its 
attachment  to  that  monarch.  As  a  convincing 
proof  of  this,  Cromwell  excepted  the  chief  who  hap- 
pened then  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Fitz^patricks, 
both  as  to  life  and  estate,  out  of  the  act  of  parlia^ 
ment  for  the  settlement  of  Irdandr 

But  at  length  »,mwfoimder,  or  rather  a  restorer, 
arose  in  the  person  of  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  a  branch 
of  this  family,  who  perceiving  tiiat  his  ancestors 
had  sufiered  by  their  attachment  to  an  expatriated 
race  of  kings,  prudently  sailed  along  the  current  of 
the  times,  instead  of  attempting  to  navigate  against 
the  stream.  Having  addicteid  himself  to  the  sea 
service,  he  exhibited  great  gallantry  on  various  oc- 

*  He  was  a  fatourlte  with  that  priace,  whose  letters  to  him 
are  still  in  existence.  ^ 
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casions  during  the  reigns  both  of  William  and  Anne, 
This  officer^  who  was  a  younger  son^  raised  a  new 
fortune  bj  the  same  means  that  his  ancestors  had 
been  deprived  of  theirs^  for  he  obtained  a  grant 
of  '^  forfeited  lands/'  and  having  married  an  Eng- 
lish heiress^  and  by  the  aid  of  her  fortune  and  his 
own  savings^  added  to  the  mode  already  alluded  to^ 
he  soon  created  such  an  estate  as  rendered  him  a 
man  of  consequence.  This  circumstance/  in  con* 
junction  with  his  approved  and  well-tried  loyalty, 
obtained  for  him  a  new  barony,*  for  the  ancient 
one  had  been  before  forfeited,  during  the  second 
year  of  George  the  First.  John,  his  son,  in  1751, 
was  advanced  in  the  peerage  to  the  earldom  of 
Upper  Ossory,  a  title  doubtless  chosen  by  him  in 
memorial  of  the  power  once  exercised,  and  the  pro- 
perty once  enjoyed  by  his  ancestors  in  that  district. 

He  however  selected  a  residence  in  England, 
arid  having  settled  at  Ampthill  Park,  in  Bedford- 
shire, preferred  to  be  knight  of  the  shire  of  that 
county  to  his  hereditary  seat  in  Ireland,  The  present 
peer  has  since  obtained  an  English  barony,  f 

The  Hon.  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  the  second  son  of 
John,  first  Earl  of  Upper  Ossory,  by  Lady  Evelyn, 
daughter  of  the  first  Earl  of  Gower,  was  born 
January  24,  1748.  After  being  initiated  at  home 
in   the  rudiments   of  scholastic  learning,   he   was 

*  He  was  created  Baron  of  Gowran,  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny, in  1715. 

f  Baron  of  Upper  Ossory,  in  England,  Aug.  12,  1794. 
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Met4,  vehen  almost  a  child^  to  that  famous  seminar/ 
founded  by  the  ''  ill-fated  Hepry/'  in  1440,  which 
has  nearly  given  ^s  much  celebrity  to  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  as  the  f^djacent  castle ;  for  if  the  one  U 
calculated  to  remind  us  of  ancient  British  heroism^ 
the  other  has  rendered  all  around  it  classic  ground, 
de^^r  to  learning  and  the  Muses.  No  one^  indeed^ 
has  a  better  right  than  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
to  exclaim : 

f '  Salve,  magna  parens  doctrhiae,  Etonia  Tellus  magna  \irtm  !'* 

It  was  here  indeed  that  Mr.  Fiizpatrick  became 
acquainted  and  lived  in  intimacy  with  §ome  qf  the 
fir^t  men  of  the  day ;  amongst  these,  we  shall  first 
pame  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  then  Iiord  Morpeth^ 
^ho  has  since  been  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  President  of 
^he  Council,  ^c.  ^c.  and  composed  several  tra* 
gedies  and  poemsi  spme  of  which  possess  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  merit,  and  eptitle  him  to  a  dis- 
tinguished place  in  the  catalogue  of  the  '^  Royal 
^nd  Noble  Authors"  of  the  present  reign.  The  se- 
cond in  point  of  order  is  the  late  Mr.  Hare,^  fa- 


*  We  gladly  seiaje  on  this  occasion  to  present  the  lieader  with  ^ 
specimen  of  his  performances : 

VIRGA  ADREA. 

Apta  neci,  vit  aeque  potens,  somnique  ministra 
Dicitur  aligeri  virga  fuisse  Dei : 
Nee  male  (majestas  ne  desit  r^ia)  versu 
Sjceptrigerum  pinxi^  quisque  poeta  Jpvem,, 
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Inovis  for  tbe  el^ance  and  correctness  of  his  verses, 
trhich  Trere  exhibited  as  models  of  composition. 
iHe  however  Vvas  not  distinguished  as  a  statesman, 
Itlthottgfa  a  word  t)f  approbation  from  him  is  said  to 
liave  proved  more  gratifying  than  all  ibe  ''  hear 
him's  !**  of  the  house^  to  ohe  of  the  greatest  orators 


Terrigenas  sceptro  victor  fudisse  gigantas 
Fertur^  &  insiculis  intumul^sse  jugis. 
E^Jovenutriti  gestant  Jovis  arma}  tyrumk 
Imponunt  facilero  regia  sceptra  notam, 
-^Elnean  mirae  fretom  ttitamine  virgae 

Duxit  ad  Elysias  casta  Sibylla  domos : 
Visa  fronde  Charon  cymbam  venientibus  offeit, 

£t  fefa  tergimini  concidit  ira  cams. 
Ferre  pedum  gestit  pastor^  quo  claudit  cvile 

Gramineoque  vagas  monte  coercet  oves. 
JWcit  ohnmque  latus,  teritique  hraixa  bqpiHo 

Invalidum  firtnat  tarda  senecta  gradus 
Uliliter  baculuai  mutilatos  sustinet  artrid, 

Ne  careat  faciU  debilis  Irus  ope. 
Fida  comes  sacris  adhibetur  virgat  silentes 

Versatubi  magico  cespite  saga  dolos. 

Nee  minor  est  hodie  venerandae  gratia  virgae. 

Ilia  decet  doctam,  pondus  Sc  arma^  manum. 
8\}ggerit  ilia  rudi  numeros  &  dulcia,  vtte 

Carniina,  vimine^  musa  juvatur  ope. 
Nuda  licet,  foliis  orbata,  ^ecardua  jactet 

Brachla,  nee  multam  dives  inauret  hnmum  ; 
Sed  tamen  banc  Pallas,  Musacque  tuentur:  Apollo 

Creditur  huic  laurors  post  habuisse  soas. 
Bi^tula,  duke  decus  nemoris,  regina  que  silvs 

Usqae  feras  domino  vimina  digna  tuo. 
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of  our  own  tiines.  The  third  was  Antiion j  Storer^  * 
a  Creole  of  the  isUmd  of  Jamacia^  who  united  a 
taste  for  chemistry  to  a  lo?e  of  literature^  and  by  a 
noble  bequest  of  books  and  manuscripts^  becaoie, 
after  his  demise^  the  benefactor  of  that  society 
which  he  had  contributed  to  adorn  while  living. 
The  fourth  was  the  late  Dnke  of  Leinster,  prover- 
bial for  good  nature  and  a  happy  equanimity  of 
temper^  and  whose  character^  under  one  of  his 
many  titles  (Ophaly)  waa  at  once  finely  and  justly 
pourtrayed  by  a  titled  school-fellow.  *  To  these  we 
might  add  another  star,  equal  indeed  in  point  of 
brilliancy  of  genius  to  a  whole  northern  constalla- 
tion ;  we  tilean  Sir  James  Maodonald^  from  the 
Western  Isles,  who  in  1758,  composed  the  verses 
beginning 

*'  Sape  graves  anitni  pressere  sileatia  motus>*'  kc.       And 
"  Queis  vafer  insidiis  et  quantis  fraudibus  usus," 

in  the  Musce  Etonenses. 

Lord  Beauchanip  too,  the  author  of  ^'  His  sal- 
tem  acciimulem  donis/'  &t.  and  '*  although  last, 
not  least  in  fame/'  Charles  James  Fox,  who  com- 
menced his  careef  as  a  poet,  and  of  whose  classical 
producti(ms  while  at  Eton  we  shall  be  here  doubt- 

*  The  verses  by  this  gentlemen,  written  in  1765,  begin  thus: 

*'  Vos  valete  &  Plaudite." 

'*  Sicut  nbi  extremo  trepidans  moritura  calore 
Indertum  vibrat  sicca  laoema  jubar  ^ 
Emicat  exoltioi  fogitura,  &c.  &c.  * 

*  The  Eari  of  Carlisle. 
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less  excused  by  every  lover  of  departed  merii^  te 
take  some  notice  of  in  this  place.  His  '^  Vocat 
labor  uUimuSj,''  which  is  without  a  date^  begioa 
thus: 

f '  Poscjmur :  at^  nobis  si  rite  precaotibas  olitu 

Dixeris  optatam>  Musa,  n^ta  n^losj 
I^unc  quoque  et  emerito  prseseos  succurre  pootse  | 

Dona  fercns  adeat  sic  tua  faia  cliens. 
Tuque^  per  Aoniis  loca  si  celebrata  Camenis 

Saepe  tuk  erravi  Pegase  vectus  ope, 
Pecurso  prope  jam  stadk>,  metamque  sub  ipsanij, 

Ne  lassa  infami  noembra  pudore  trahas,**  &c. 

The  next  was  composed  in  1764 ; 

**  I  fbgias^  celeri  volitaris  per  nubila  o^sUj, 
I,  fugias,  Cypri?p  gra^a  Columb^  Dea  I 

Mollia  u  mediua  prohibet  commercia  po^to^, 
Et  male  qua;  votis,  heu  !  favet  unda  meis  j 

Si  neque  dilectae  voces  andire  puellae 
Jami  liceat,  vulta  nee  pronriore  frui,"  &c# 

The  thirds  which  is  in  Gr^ek,  was  written  ia^ 
1765 :  '^  C^uid  miri  faciat  f^^tura/'  is  the  subject.^ 

*  The  private  tutpr  of  Mr.  Fox,  at  Eton,  was  Dr.  WiUia?^ 
Newcomb,  who  appears  to  have  run  the  career  of  Irish  bishoprics, 
for  in  1766  he  was  nominated  to  thfe  see  of  Dromore j  in  1775 
translated  to  that  of  Ossory  -,  in  1779  to  Wa^erford  j  and  in  1795 
appointed  Bishop  of  Armagh. 

We  believe  he  was  also  the  private  tutor  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick, 
who  was  a  year  older  than  Mr.  Pox. 

Among  the  friends  and  contemporaries  of  Greneral  Fitzpatricl^ 
at  Eton,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  the  name  of  the  Right  Rev. 
William  Dickson,  who  in  1783,  obtained  the  see  of  Downe  and 
Connor,  in  Ireland.  After  being  nineteen  years  a  bishop^  he  died 
at  the  house  of  his  old  school-fellow,  in  Arlington.sti;^,  ia  1^0%, 
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We  have  been  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  wbether 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  wrote  any  Latin  verses  while  at 
£)ton^  but  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any.  ves- 
tige of  such,  if  any  were  ever  indeed  circulated. 
We  cannot,  indeed,  find  a  single  traca^  ^Uhpu^U 
we  have  been  informed,  that 

^'  He  lisp*d  in  numbers," 
and  consequently,  some  time  anterior  to  this  period, 
must  have  composed  sompthin^  in  the  vernacular 
language. 

At  the  early  age  of  eighteen  he  was  honoured 
with  a  degree  of  the  university  of  Oxford ;  for  we 
find  that  learned  body,  on  the  7th  of  July^  1763, 
creating  him  a  Doctor  of  Civil  Law. 

But  the  time  was  now  approaching  when  the 
youthful  poet  was  about  to  assume  a  profession 
which  all  poets  are  not  calculated  for,  and  which  one 
of  their  great  models  confesses  that  he  himself  did 
not  excel  in.*  Being  a  second  son,  it  was  thought 
proper,  as  usual,  while  the  person  of  the  heir  to' 
title  and  estates  was  ^o  be  kept  safe,  and  even  sa- 
cred, \o  Ii^zard  something  in  respect  to  a  younger 
l^rothe;r.  Accordingly,  at  aq  early  period  of  life, 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  obtamed  a  pair  of  colours,  and 
bidding  adieu  to  his  school-fellows,  exchanged  the 
superintendence  of  Edward  Barnard,  M.A.  the 
head  master^  for  that  of  an  adjutant  of  a  rej^iment 
of  guards. 
ii  I  ■ .  .1 , 1 1  '       ■  ■ — ■-'■■"<■ ■ '    "  11.11 

*  The  ^^  Non  bene  relicta  parmula**  of  Virgil  has  been  long 
proverbial. 
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A  new  world  now  opened  itself  io  his  view. 
From  an  oppidan  of  Eton  he  became  an  oppidan  of 
Westminster ;  the  lettered  severity  of  the  upper 
form  was  exchanged  for  the  gaudy  parade  at  St. 
James's;  a  lesson  in  Homer  was  bartered  for  a 
march  with  the  king's  guard;  and  a rowing*match 
on  the  Thames  to  Clever  or  to  Monkey  Island^  for 
a  walk  along  Pall-mall — ^as  a  lounge  in  Bond-street 
was  impracticable^  thai  modern  mart  ot'^gMng, 
flirtation^  and  assignation^  being  then  unbuilt^  or  at 
least  unfinished. 

At  length,  after  eating  the  due  number  of  din- 
ners at  the  Horse-guards,  a  new  commission  wai 
announced  in  the  Gazette,^  and  Ensign  Fitzpa- 
trick,  doubtless  to  bis  no  small  joy,  became  a  lieu- 
tenant, with  the  rafik  of  a  captain  in  the  army. 

In  1769,  when  barely  of  age,  he  was  chosen  a 

*  The  author  of  this  article  i&  not  certain  whether  k  was  then 
customary  to  gazette  promotions;  but  recurrhig  to  his  note-book, 
he  has  found  a  curious  memorandum  taken  from  the  mouth  c^  the 
late  Arthur  Murphy,  who  affirmed,  that  havipg  received  a  blank 
commission  for  an  ensigncy  of  foot,  by  way  of  present  from  Lord 
Holland,  the  grandfather  of  the  present  peer,  who  happened  to 
be  then  secretary  at  war,  he  (Murphy)  sold  it  to  the  son  of  a  pawn* 
broker  in  the  Strand.  The:  cockaded  youth  accordingly. repaired  to 
the  head-quarters  of  his  regiment  j  but  on  being  recognised  by 
the  late  Duke  of  Richmond,  who  was  then  on  bad  terms  with  his 
brother-in  law,  that  nobleman  threatened  to  lay  the  whole  trans- 
action before  the  King.  The  matter  however  was  compromised, 
and  the  names  of  the  parties  ever  after  appeared  in  the  Gazette. 
Henry  Fox,  Lord  Holland,  was  secretary  at  war  from  1^46  to 
1755,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Lord  fiarrington. 
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member  of  tbe  Englisb  House  of  Commons^  having 
been  returned  for  Oakhampton^  a  borough  memo- 
rable in  many  respects,  and  which  within  our  own 
time,  and  within  almost  our  own  knowledge  has 
been  sold  (we  mean  of  course  the  houses,  &c.)  by 
a  noble  duke,  of  high  honour  and  integrity,  to  his 
architect,  to  pay  some  of  the  expences  incurred  by 
building  a  dog-kennel  and  stables !  On  this  occa* 
sion,  Mr.  Brand,  father  of  the  present  knight  of 
the  shire  for  the  county  of  Hertford,  was  his  col- 
league, and  on  his  death,  we  believe,  Mr.  Vernon, 
a  gentleman  connected  with  his  own  family  by  mar- 
riage. 

We  do  dot  find  him  taking  any  part  in  the  de- 
bate during  that  tranquil  period,  and  in  the  en- 
suing ones,  which  was  convoked  in  1774,  he  was 
elected  for  Tavistock,  as  well  as  in  the  subsequent 
ones  of  1780,  178f,  1790,  1796,  1801,  1803,  and 
180ft,  a  series  of  nine  successive  parliaments,  if  to 
which  be  added  the  present,  it  will  be  found,  that 
although  not  one  of  the  oldest  men,  he  is  at  least 
one  of  the  oldest  members  in  the  House  of  Com^ 
mons,  Mr.  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  M*  P.  for 
Bridgenorth,  and  Mr.  Clive  M.  P.  for  Bishop's 
Castle,  having  only  sat  in  nine;  Lord  George  Au- 
gustas Henry  Cavendish,  brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  M.  P.  for  Derbyshire,  and  Mr.  D.  P. 
Coke^  M.  P.  for  Nottingham,  but  in  eight ;  while 
tbe  subject  of  this  article,  has  served  in  no  less  than 
ten  following  Houses  of  Commons. 

As  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  may  be  said  to  have  started 
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a  yfhig,  ah  ovo,  it  is  almost: unnecessary  to  obserV^j 
that  the  American  war  could  be  do  favourite  with 
him,  and  we  apprehend,  that  he  was  reduced,  like 
many  other  gallant  officers,  to  the  melancholy  con^ 
dition  of  voting  against  it  as  a  senator,  and  fighting 
in  opposition  to  that  vote,  as  a  soldier ;  for  the 
charge  of  cowardice  was  at  that  time  basely  affixed 
to  the  character  of  every  one,  who  hesitated  to 
serve ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  Mr^ 
Bosville.  who  had  been  induced  solely  by  this 
charge  to  accompany  his  regiment,  was  actually 
disinherited  by  his  uncle,  a  rich  patriotic  baronet 
(the  late  Sir  Matthew  Blackett),  for  drawing  his 
sword  against  the  cause  of  freedom. 

In  1779,  he  was  engaged  in  the  cause  of  friend-* 
ship  for  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  his  junior  by  a  year, 
and  with  whom  he  was  connected  alike  by  family 
and  attachment.  Having  been  called  into  the  field 
in  consequence  of  a  dispute  with  Mr.  William 
Adam,  now  Chancellor  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  selected  as 
bis:  second  ;  Major  Humberston  acted  in  the  same 
capacity  for  the  other  gentleman^  and  both  parties 
having  met  on  the  29th  of  November,  Mr.  Fox 
was  wounded  slightly  by  the  first  shot,  and,  we  be- 
lieve, without  the  knowledge  of  any  one  but  him- 
self. Notwithstanding  this,  he  stood  a  second  pis- 
tol with  an  unexampled  degree  of  coolne^s^  and 
fired  his  own  remaining  one  in  the  air.  After  rau» 
tual  compliments,  the  two  combatants  parted  good 
friends,  and  some  time  after,  in  consequence  of  a 
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ftoalition  wbich  has  been  considered  of  a  very  Equi- 
vocal and  suspicious  nature  with  Lord  Norths  to 
whom  Mr.  A.  was  attached^  they  lived  and  acted 
together  ever  after,  with  mutual  cordiality  and  good 
will. 

Soon  after  the  memorable  riots  in  lT80i  Mr. 
Sheridan  proposed  certain  motions  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  were  founded  on  the  circum- 
stances that  had  occurred  during  that  disastrous  and 
disgraceful  period.  The  interference  of  a  military 
force  appears  to  hive  been  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  quelling  the  unprecedented  sedition 
that  then  took  place  in  the  metropolis  ;  but  the  ap- 
})lication  of  this  force,  entirely  at  the  disposal  and 
under  the  sole  influence  of  the  crown,  without  the 
intervention  of  a  civil  magistrate,  was  considered 
by  many  as  a  precedent  dangerous  in  the  extreme. 

*  Mr.  Sheridan  was  seconded  and  supported  upon 
this  occasion  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  who  observed, 

*'  That  hiniself,  as  well  as  the  military  profession  in  genera!, 
to  which  he  had  Ithe  honour  to  belong,  would  thank  the  nK)verof 
these  propositions  for  bringing  on  the  business,  and  clearing  up  a 
doctrine  which  gave  them  much  pain  and  uneasiness.  They  wer« 
anxious  to  have  the  question  brought  to  a  decision,  that  it  might 
remain  no  longer  m  doubt  and  perplexity.  As  for  his  own  part, 
Jf  the  military  were  to  be  employed  against  their  fellow- citizens, 
without  waiting  for  the  orders  of  the  civil  power,  he  should  no 
longer  wish  to  belong  to  a  profession  so  dangerous  and  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country.  -    .      . 

*'  At  the  same  time,"  he  added,  '  the  justices  of  Middlesex 
were  too  eager  to  call  in  the  aid  of  soldiers.  On  every  little  oc- 
casion they  resorted  to  this  desperate  remedy,  and  found  in  their 
assistance  a  ready  excuse  for  the  want  of  their  own  exertion  i^d 
activity. 
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*'  He  then  expressed  his  indignation  at  Ae  expressions  whici 
bad  been  made  use  of  in  the  other  Hoase^  '  in  which  the  Soye- 
leign  was  applauded  for  his  moderation  in  not  having  employed 
the  army  to 'enslave  the  nation/  To  suppose  that  the  military 
would  assist  in  overturning  the  constitution,  if  the  Monarch  re- 
quired it,  was  a  libel  on  the  profession.  Could  he  believe  such  an 
opinion  well-founded,  he  would  think  his  character  as  an  ofl&cer 
disgraceful,  and  would  hold  ^ch  a  situation  no  longei*. 

"  He  concluded  his  speech,  by  earnestly  recommending  to  tha 
House  the  consideration  of  the  business,  and  trusted  that  some 
mode  would  be  established  to  put  the  police  of  Westminster  on  so 
respectable  a  footing,  as'  to  render  the  interference  of  the  troops 
in  cases  of  riot,  unnecessary.'* 

When  LoVd  Shelburne  and  Mr/Pitt  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  from  power>  in  consequence  of  a  vote 
of  the  House  of  Conamons  relative  to  the  peace  with 
America,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  who  had  by  this  time 
attained  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  army,  was  nomi* 
nated  to  the  important  oflSce  of  Secretary*  at  War; 
and  we  accordingly  find  him,  in  that  capacity, 
moving  the  army  estimates  of  17S3,  by  which  sixty- 
six  regiments  were  only  to  be  kept  up.  The  ca- 
valry vras  also  greatly  reduced,  and  a  new  systen^ 
of  thiq  battalions  strongly  officered,  brought  into 
action,  in  conformity  to  the  principle  ''  that  a  pri- 
vate soldier  was  very  soon  fornied  when  placed 
among  veterans,  but  that  it  was  a  difficult  matter 
to  form  an  officer."     - 

If  it  should  be  here  observed>  '^that  now  was  the 

— I    I !■■  II  ■■  1 1     11*1  .1  if  11^  ,*j.i  »i.  .11     I    ..III.       ■!  I  If  I *  1.   'm      '■'     ■ 

t  This  was  not  the  first  c^cial  promotion  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  in  his  civil  capacity,  for  a  ye^r  before  (in  1782)  h» 
had  accompanied  the- Duke  of  PcMrtland  into  Ireland  as  secretary^ 
and  obtained  the  rank  of  a  privy  counsellor  in  that  kingdona.         -   • 
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iinie  to  regulate  the  King's  prerogative,  and.melio- 
tate  the  police  of  Westminster/*, we  do  not  find- 
ourselves  disposed  to  controvert  this  position.  But 
the  truth  is>  that  the  coalition  administratioa  soon 
began  to  totter^  and  in^ad  of  realising  any  of  itf 
theories,  found  itself  on  the  eve  of  dissolutiqn.  A 
youthful  statesman,  succeeding  to  that  popularity 
which  his  opponents  had  justly  forfeited,  and  pro- 
mising reforms  which  he  himself  never  carried  into 
execution,  had>  by  a  rare  union  of  events,  gained 
the  confidence  of  both  the  King  and  the  pwblic, 
Mr.  Pitt  accordingly  triumphed,  and  the  ministers 
retired,  without  the  consolatory  plaudits  of  the 
multitude.  Many  of  their  friends  and  adhereiits 
lost  their  election,  but  Tavistock  held  out  her  arms 
in  the  days  of  distress  as  in  the  days  of  prosperity, 
and  the  star  pf  the  house  of  Bedford,  being  then  as 
now  in  the  ascendant  there,  received  the  Ex-secre- 
tary at  War  with  unbought  smiles. 

Excluded  from  the  sunshine  of  the  treasury  bench^ 
and  consigned  to  their  old  and  uncomfortable  seats 
0n  the  opposition  side  of  the  House,  the  Foxites 
retrod  their  former  steps,  and  once  more  began  to 
earn  and  to  deserve  the  well-merited  applause  of  the 
people.  The  qomn^utation  act  at  one  period,  and 
the  Russian  armament  at  another,  afforded  them 
fertile  subjects  for  declamatiop ;  while  seizing  the 
arms  which  the  foe  had  dropped  during  the  politi- 
cal scuffle  in  which  the  vizor  had  fallen  off,  thej 
also  in  their  turn  became  reformers^  and  bawled  aloud 
for  cleansing  the  Augean  stable. 

1809-1810.  EB 
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Not  stopping  bere>  Aey  load^  a  gr^nd  effeit  itf 
lieTtalf  of  national  juj9tice^  and  in  the  name  of  otit- 
rag^d  humanity,  invoked  tto*  ittlerpOMtion  of  ibe 
Coramods  of  Engfamdin  b^balf  of  thirty  milUoti^of 
Aiffemig  iiulject9  in  Asia.     The  chai^^s,  sixte^tt  itt 
jlumbor^  adduced  againsl  M r.  HastingB^  respected 
presents  and  bribes,  extravagance  Md  corrupt ioit> 
cruelty,  injustice,  and  oppression,  taried  in  afH  ^e 
hues  of  eastern  malversation.    To  snbstantiirte  tbese 
accusations,  it  became^  necessary  to  appoint  s  etrai^ 
-mittee  of  managers,  and  accordingly,  onllledtbof 
December,  1787,  we  find  the  name  of  Coktfiel  Frt»- 
patrick  enrolled  with  those  of  some  of  the  most 
celebrated  men  of  that  day  :  with  a  Burke,  a  Foir, 
and  a  Burgoyne,  now  no  more ;  with  ar  Wiii^ani^ 
and  a  iSheridan,  still  alive;  with  Sin  G4ib^  EUmt^ 
become  Lord,  Minto,  and  at  this  moment  the  Qtk* 
▼ernor-gencral  of  those  very  provinces  which  he 
then  deemed  so  badly  managed  and  so  erue%  op" 
pressed;  with  Viscount  Maitland  and  the  Right 
Hon.  T.  Pjelhani,  the  Hon.  Andrew  St.  Jdim>  who 
have  since  become  peers  of  parliament    with  Mf; 
Courtenay,  whose  flashes  of  wit  and  merrimeDt/ 
whieh  derived  additional  poini  from  a  vemacnlar 
idiom,  are  no  longer  beard  in  the  senate,  awfwith 
Sir  John  Anstruther,  who,  after  residing^  in  a  higiir 
legal  capacity  in  India^,  has  become  the  defender 
and  the  panegyrist  of  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley ! 

The  nation  gladly  assented  to  the  impeachment 
of  their  delegates^  and  it  was  not  until  wearied  oui 
Trith  a  most  injudicious  trial  df  upwards  of  nio^ 
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^^ars*  continuance>  that  doubting  of  the  temper 
and  propriety  rather  than  the  justice  of  a  suit^  pro- 
tracted long  beyond  the  ordinary  period  of  human 
endurance^  they  repined  not  at  the  yerdict  of  "  not 
guilty.*'^ 

Sometime  after  the  commencement  of  that  prose- 
cution, the  nation  was  alarmed  at  the  occurrence 
of  a  dreadful  malady  with  which  the  King  had  been 
attacked.  Mr.  Pitt>  on  this  occasion,  once  more 
fought  on  popular  ground;  and  finding 4hat  his 
interest  was  intimately  connected  with  the  mainte- 
nance of  certain  doetriDes>  which  breathed  his  an- 
cient spirit  of  patriotism,  he  somewhat  too  broadly 
laid  down  the  position,  ''  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
had  ne  more  right  to  exercise  the  sotereign  autho- 
rity during  his  Majesty's'incapacity,  than  any  other 
individual  subject."  On  this  occasion.  Colonel, 
now  become  General  Fitzpatrick,  and  all  his  friends, 
divided  against  the  minister,  who  not  only  triumph- 
ed, but  seemed  for  a  while  to  burn  with  the  "  vete- 
ris  vestigia  flammae/" 

Meanwhile,  France  became  agitated  with  the 
throes  of  a  mother,  but  instead  of  producing  a  fair 
^nd  legitimate  offspring,  engendered  and  brought 
to  light  a  monster,  whitih  threatened  to  devour  its 
own  parent.  At  first,  however,  it  evinced  all  the 
beauty,  loveliness,  and  innocence  usually  attendant 
upon  youth,  but  being  at  length  goaded  by  the, 

' : ■.'■■■  ■  y      .      <  ■  ,  ,^. 

*  It  commenced  Peb.  \7,  17SS#  and  was  concluded  April  23, 
1795, 
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surrounding  spectators  into  action^  it  inflicted 
deadly  wounds  with  its  merciless  fangs,  and  involved 
b(>th  friends  and  enemies  in  one  common  ruin. 

The  part;  then  in  opposition  wished  to  avert  all 
the  calamities  of  war,  but  they  were  overborne  by 
numbers,  rather  thaa  by  argument,  and  at  length 
forced  reluctantly  to  acquiesce  in  measures,  whrich 
at  best  hav^  proved  but  equivocal.  General  Fitz- 
patripk  was  one  of  the  most  eager  to  deprecate  such 
an  impolitic  conflict,  and  soon  after  Jt  commenced, 
endeavoured,  in  a  speech  which  had  a  great  effect  at 
the  time,  to  soften  the  impolitic  asperity  of  our  allies, 
to  shield  a  family  equally  celebrated  and  unfortu- 
nate from  unrelenting  cruelty,  and  vindicate  the 
rightji  and  the  honours  of  British  humanity  in  the 
face  of  mankind. 

We  shall  here  present  the  reader  with  a  copy  of 
this  very,  celebrated  oration,  as  it  was  pronounced, 
December  16,  1796. 

*'  The  Fi^ench  Revolution  is  an  event  of  siich  prodigious  mag- 
nitude, that  there  is  no  circumstance,  either  immediately  or  re- 
motely connected  with  it,  which  does  not,  in  some  degree,  affect 
the  interest*  and  policy  of  all  other  nations,  more  especially  of  such 
as  have,  in  consequence  of  it,  found  themselves  engaged  in  war. 
According  to  my  conceptions,  therefore,  the  subject  which  it  it 
my  present  purpose  to  bring  under  the  deliberation  of  the  House, 
cannot  be  considered  as  foreign  to  the  jurisdiction  or  cognizance 
of  the  British  Parliament. 

''  It  is  now  near  three- years  since,  in  the  last  House  of  .Com- 
rhons,  I  moved  to  address  his  Majesty  to  beseech  his  gracious  in- 
terposition with  a  power,  then  an  ally  of  this  country,  to  obtain 
some  mitigation  of  the  unjust  and  cruel  treatment  of  certain  dis- 
tinguished members  of  tlie  French  Conetituent  Assembly,  whom* 
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«ot  *he •chance  of  war^  but  the  eventful  circumstances  of  the  times 
had  thrown  into  die  hands  of  the  powers  then  leagued  in  a  corftest 
against  their  country — I  mean  General  La  Fayette,  together  with 
two  other  respectable  persons,*  at  that  time  languishing  in  the 
prisons  of  our  ally,  the  King  of  Vrus^ia,  and  now,  as  T  am  well- 
informed,  experiencing  a  fate  still  more  rigorous,  in  the  dungeons 
of  another  of  our  allies,  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  Having  upon 
that  occasion  thought  it  necessary  to  enter,  at  some  length,  into  a 
detail  of  the  conduct  of  the  unfortunate  persons  concerned,  I 
shall  «pare  the  House  the  trouble  of  hearing  any  repetition  of 
those  ^rticulars ;  contenting  myself  with  remarking,  that  among 
such  as  have  been  able  to  preserve  their  minds  free  from  the  con- 
tagion of  violence  and  prejudice,  which  has  too  generally  pre- 
vailed, and  have  looked  at  the  Revolution  in  its  commencement 
or  its  progress,  with  any  thing  of  a  dispassionate  view,  there  have 
not  been  found  any  reasons  for  withholding  from  these  persons 
the  full  credit  of  purity  and  rectitude  of  intention.  I  urged  the 
^  House  to  tiie  .adopticm  of  that  motipn  upon  the  joint  ground  of 
policy  and  "humanity. 

'^  The  circumstance  of  our  liaving  now  rei^juislied  all  hopes 
of  conciliating  a  party  in  France,  by  some  majrpossibly  be  thought 
to  have  Weakened  the  first  of  these  pleas.  Were  this  so,  which  I 
am  by  no  means  inclined  to  admit,  the  time  which  has  elapsed, 
xmd  the  aggrav^ated  hardships  of  the  unhappy  sufferexs,  must  be 
allowed  proportion  ably  to  haveadded  strength  to  the  latter.  But 
1  have  said,  that  1  by  no  means  admit  the  first  of  these*pleas  to  b« 
weakened,  because  in  a  moment  when  ^uestion^  x)f  the  highest 
political  nat-ure  are,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  occupy- 
ing the  public  mind  of  every  civilized  nation^  I  consider  it  to  be  a 
most  injudicious  and  fatal  policy  for  themselves,  for  those  who  are 
desirous  of  creating  a  prepondei-ance  of  opinion  in  favour  of  mo- 
narchical forms^  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a  flagrant  instance  of  bar- 
barity and  oppression,  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  the  minds  of 
vail  men  an  indisposition  towards  those  governments  under  whose 
autliority  it  is  exercised, 

■"    '  > '      ....  ...       ...        ■  ^ 

*  M.  Latour  Mabourg,  and  JM,  Bureau  de  Pusy. 
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'^  IrecoUectj  that  an  m^eoioa;  and  honourable  friend  of  xvun^ 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  in  the  last  Parliament^  when  he  was  drawing  t 
striking  and  melancholy  picture  of  the  supposed  declining  state  of 
this  country,  observed,  that  one  remarkable  circumstance  8eeme4 
to  distinguish  it  from  all  examples  afforded  by  history  of  countries 
in  a  similar  situation :  this  circumstance  he  stated  to  be>  that  al«* 
though  there  appeared  a  total  deficiency  and  4ecay^  of  all  public 
virtue,  the  private  virtue  of  the  nation  had  been  at  no  peripd  move 
conspicuous.    I  must  acknowledge^,  that  the  grounds  upon  whidi 
my  honourable  friend  founded  this  latter  part  of  his  op'mion  did 
not  immediately  suggest  themselves  to  my  mind  3  but,  without 
coinciding  altogether  with  the  opinion,  1  could  not  but  oh^fBrve^j 
that  the  fate  of  the  motion  I  am  this  day  renewing,  afforded  ^ 
striking  illustration  of  the  justice  of  it.    When  the  subject  I  an^ 
now  speaking  of  was  first  mentioned  within  these  walls,  the  hu- 
mane feelings  of  every  individual  seemed  to  sympathise  in  an  uni- 
versal abhorrence  of  such  detestable  tyranny.    But  when,  encou- 
raged by  these  promising  appearances,  I  brought  fprward  a  pro- 
position with  a  view  of  giving  effect  to  these  benevolent  sensa-i 
tions,  no  sooner  did  the  minister*  step  forward  in  opposition  to  it^ 
than  the  voice  of  private  virtue,  but  a  few  days  before  sp  audible,j 
was  hushed  inU)  a  total  silence,  and  this  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  considerable  majority  -,  among  whom  must  have  been  many^ 
who,  in  their  individual  capacities,  had  expressed  their  disappro- 
bation of  that  oppression  which,  in  their  public  character,  th|^y  4id 
not  hesitate  to  countenance  by  their  vofes. 

*^  In  the  grounds  of  his  opposition  to  that  motion^  the  Qiinister 
did  not  attempt  to  defend,  or  even  palliate  the  enormity  which  he 
was  sensible  so  many  of  his  supporters  shrunk  back  from  the  con- 
templation of  with  horror.  Tfiere  was  but  one  member  (Mr. 
Burke)  in  the  House,  who  ventured  to  go  that  length  3  and  the 
splendid  abilities  of  that  member  were,  at  that  time,  exerted  in 
support  of  so  many  wild  and  eccentiic  dpctrines,  doctrines  at  this 
day  abancioned,  and  which  ought  to  be  looked  back  to  with  regret 
and  contrition  by  those  who  encouraged  them,  that  one  may  not 

*  Mr.  Pitt. 
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imreaaoii^bj^  ipdulge  a  hope  that  this  may  prove  one  of  those  ox» 
cesses  where  hiseloquence  seduced  our  predecessors  into  a  conduct 
we  shall  not  bje  disposed  to  imitate.  The  minister,  however,  as  I 
before  observed,  was  too  jodicioos  to  adopt  such  a  line  of  oppo* 
^ition.  He  entered  into  a  defence  of  the  original  grounds  of  the 
detention  of  La  Fayette,  and  expatiated  upon  the  impropriety  of 
pur  interference  in  what  he  treated  as  the  concerns  of  a  foreign 
independent  sovereign;  I  do  not  feel  it  necessar}-'  to  revive  at 
present  the  xUscussion  of  those  points  which  have  been  so  long 
before  the  public  -,  I  retain  the  ofrtnign  I  then  heW  and  supported, 
^at  supposing  the  original  arrest,  or  telnporary  detention  of  La 
'Fayette  to  be  justifiable,  when  once  the  tme  condition  of  himself 
jftnd  his  companions  had  been  ascertained,  wljen  it  appeared  that 
they  had  not  been  taken  beaiing  ^rras  against  any  of  the  powers  of 
lat  war,  or  employed  in  any  function  whatsoever  by  the  enemy> 
that,  being  neither  capable  of  being  considered  as  prisoners  of  war, 
Bor  prisoners  of  state^^  their  imprisonment  became  an  unwarrantr 
able  act  of  injustice  and  oppression.  With  respect  to  the  impro- 
priety  of  our  interference,  with,  a  foreign  power,  I  trust  we  shall 
not  hear  that  argument  insisted  upon  this  day..  Tlie  King  of 
frufsia,  previous  tp  his  withdrawing  from  our  alliance,  determined 
no  longer  to  continue  in  the  pdious  character  of  the  coipmon  gaoler 
of  the  confederacy  j  he  transferred  the  prisoners  to  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  it  is  said,  with  an  observation  which  has  been,  indeed, 
but  too  cruelly  verified,  that  he  believed  they  wpuld  not  find  Uieir 
condition  much  benefited  hy  the  exchange*  f  J^us  ilo  absolute 
princes  sport\with  the  liberties  and  sufFeiings  of  mankind.  Should 
\t  be  this  dciy  urged,  that  these  tin  happy  naen  being  stiD  the  pri* 
soners  of  a  foreign  independent  sovereignj,  oin:  interference  upo^^ 
the  subject  would  be  still  liable  to  the  same  objection  j  I  am  pre-> 
pared  to  meet  sucl^  an  argument  by  a  direct  contradiction  of  the;  * 
'  fact  upon  ^hich  it  is  founded.   . 

"  1  assert,  that  General  La  Fayette  md  his  feUow-Jufierers  are 
not  the  prisoners  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  j  and  upon  what 
authority  do  I  make  this  assertion  ?  Upon  the  most  indisputable 
the  case  will  admit  of,  upon  the  authority  of  the  Emperor  of  Qe^* 
n^ny  himself. 
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'  '*  I  should  here  feel  myself  calledupon  to  request  the  particular 
afttention  of  the  House,  were  I  not  persuaded  that  the  subject  is  in- 
itself  80  interesting  to  every  feeling  of  hunianity  as  to  need  no 
effort  of  mine  to  impress  it  more  forcibly  on  the  minds  of  those 
"Vfio  hear  me.  If  I  am  speaking  in  an  assembly  of  Englishmen,  I 
have  no  fear  that  what  I  am  proceeding  to  state  will  not  sufficiently 
engage  their  attention.  The  unfortunate  *{)erson  of  whoha  I  have 
been  speaking,  to  compensate,  perhaps  to  enable  him  to  bear  the 
severe  lot  he  has  been  doomed  to  sufier,  is  the  husband  of  a  wo-' 
man  whose  name  will  be  revered  as  long  as  exalted  virtue  shall 
command  respect,  or  unmerited  affliction  shall  inspire  compassion 
in  the  breasts  of  men — a  woman,  exhibiting  in  these  days  the  ex- 
ample of  another  Arria,  devoting  herself  to  a  voluntary  parties 
pation  of  all  the  rigors,  barbarities,  and  oppressions,  a  Claudius  or 
a  Nero  can  inflict  upon  her  persecuted  husband.  It  has  been  said, 
that  the  age  of  chivalry  is  gone,  that  all  respect  and  loyalty  to  sex 
have  been  obliterated  in  these  times.  Never  will  I  suffer  to 
escape  my  lips  a  word  which  may  be  construed  into  a  reflection 
upon  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate  princess,  whose  persecution* 
gav9  occasion  to  the  observation  j  but  surely  his  mind  must  be 
singularly  framed,  his  eyes  must  be^  strangely  dazzled  by  the 
splendor  of  superior  rank  and  elevated  station,  who  can  so-feelingly 
deplore  the  undeserved  sufferings  of  the  ill-fated  Queen  of  France* 
yet  contemplate  without  pity  the  afl[lrctions,  surely  no  less  unde^ 
served,  of  the  unhappy  wife  of  La  Fayette, 

^'  This  admirable  pattern  of  female  heroism  and  virtue,  provi- 
dentially escaped  from  the  fangs  of  the  relentless  Robespierre, 
(for  it  is  the  glory  of  her  husband  to  have  been  equally  an  object 
of  hatred  to  tyrants  of  all  descriptions)  had  seen  her  mother,  her 
sister,  togetiier  with  all  her  nearest  and  dearest  relations,  dragged 
to  a  miserable  death  upon  a  scaffold,  on  which,  during  a  whole 
year,  she  had  been  in  the  daily  expectation  of  endings  her  own 
melancholy  existence.  She  availed  herself  of  the  liberty  the  fall 
of  her  persecutor  restored  to  her,  to  fly  from  the  prisons  of  anar- 
chical tyranny  to  the  succour  of  her  husband  languishing  in  the 
dungeons  of  what  is  called  a  regular  and  legitimate  government, 
Sh^  had  the  good  fortune  (for  without  some  dexterity  and  coft«v 
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trivaiice'it  could  not  have  happened)  to  obtain  an  audience  of  the 
£n)peror  at  Vienna,  together  with  her  two  daughters,  the  eldest 
not  yet  §eventeen  years  of  age — she  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  im- 
ploring his  clemency  for  her  uoifortunate  husband :  but  if  his  li« 
berty  was  too  great  a  favour  to  be  hoped  for,  soliciting,  at  least, 
that  his  family  might,  by  partaking,  be  permitted  to  alleviate  th« 
misery  of  his  imprisonment,  and  suffered  in  the  melancholy  gloom 
of  his  dungeon  to  administer  those  endearing  consolations  of  con* 
jugal  affection  and  filial  duty,  which,  under  the  most  bitter  affile* 
tions,  might  sustain  the  fortitude  of  a  husband  and  a  father.  The 
House  will  readily  believe,  that  the  person  to  whom  these  suppli- 
cations were  addressed  could  not  listen  to  them  without  emo* 
tion.  The  present  Emperor  has  not  reached  a  time  of  life,  he 
has  not  been  long  enough  either  in  the  world,  or  upon  a  throne, 
to  have  acquired  that  callous  insensibility  which  too  frequently  is 
found  to  harden  the  hearts  of  those  by  whom  the  councils  of  sove- 
reigns are  directed.  He  received  her  solicitations  with  kindness 
and  indulgence ;  he  applauded  and  expressed  his  admiration  of  the, 
^nerosity  of  her  conduct.  To  the  request  of  joining  her  husband 
in  his  prison,  he  immediately  acceded  j  but  with  respect  to  the 
more  material  subject  of  her  intreaties,  he  used  these  remarkable 
expression^ :  *  With  respect  to  his  liberty,  it  is  a  complicated  affair 
i3pon  which  my  hands  are  bound.' 

*^  Of  the  tmth  of  this  declaration  of  Ihe  Emperor  having  beea 
conveyed  in  these  words,  I  hold  in  my  hand,  aiKj  am-ready^  to 
jproduce,  the  incontrovertible  testimony  of  the  interesting  person 
to  whom  they  were  spoken.  This  fact,  thus ,  authenticated,  I 
defy  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  contradict  y  and  upon  this*  fact  I 
appeal  to  the  House,  whether  I  ana  not  warranted  in  the  asser* 
tion  I  have  made,  that  La  Fayette  is  not  the  prisoner  of  the  Em^ 
peror  of  Germany.  Before  I  state  what  strikes  me  as  the  irre* 
sistible  inference  from  this  fact,  perhaps  the  House  may  be  de« 
sirous  of  learning  the  sequel  of  the  melancholy  tale  I  have  been 
relating.  This  incomparable  woman,  having  thus  obtained  the 
Emperor's  consent  to^be  admitted  into  the  prison  of  her  husband, 
hastened  to  Olmutz,  the  place  of  his  confinement*  It  should  seem 
that  the  favour  «be  had  obtained  w^,  by  some  persons  of  authQ** 
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rity  in  die  ImperUd  Court,  coosidered  u  too  griat  ^q  iodolg^ence 
to  have  been  granted :  for,  .upoo  her  arrival^  no  means  were  left 
vinattempted  to  diisuade  her  from  the  execulipn  of  b^  vktuoui 
purpose, 

'^  An  officer  employed  in  the  immedliate  guard  of  the  dungeonSii 
acquainted  her  that  her  husband^  having  attempted  his  escape,  wag 
subjected  to  the  utmost  rigor  which  the  severe  regulations  of  these 
prisons  prescribed ;  that  before  she  took  the  final  resolution  <^ 
imnauring  herself  with  him,  it  was  just  to  apprize  her  that  she 
could  not  be  exempted  ^ond  them.  These  menaces  were  not  ca- 
pable of  shaking  the  firmness  of  a  mind  like  hers  ;  but  it  is  truly 
painful  to  relate,  that  these  menaces  have  been  carried  into  thfl^ 
strictest  execution.  What  a  scene  must  the  re-union  of  this  un- 
happy family  have  presented  in  the  circunutances  under  whic^ 
they  met  I  Jn  her  interview  witli  the  Emperor  he  had  assured  her^ 
that  she  would  find  her  husband  treated  wit^  lenity  and  indul- 
gence. Jt  is  melancholy  to  reflect,  that  iponJarchs,  in  absolute 
governments,  should  so  often  bem4de  the  instruments  of  pppres- 
tions  of  which  they  are  themselves  unconscious ! 

''  Having  received  these  assurances,  what  must  have  been  her 
feelings  when  she  found  her  husband  sinking  under  the  aggra^ 
vated  severities  of  his  imfM-isQument !  Emaciated,  debarred  the 
sight  of  every  human  being,  except  his  merciless  gaolers,  depriv* 
edof  the  benefit  of  fresh  air,  though  labouring  uti^der  a  pulmonary 
complaint,  which  made  it  peculiarly  necessary  for,  him !  ^hen 
she  leanied,  that  tlie  first  change  of  raiment  he  had  bee^t.allowedi 
was  in  consequence  of  her  arrival,  when  the  tattered  rags  which 
scarcely  covered  his  body  had  been  exchanged  for  a  garb  of  the 
coarsest  materials :  an  indulgence,  however,  not  given  without 
the  insult  of  informing  him,  that  the  coarsest  materials  had  beeq 
purposely  sought,  as  such  alone  he  was  worthy  to  be  cloatbed 
witli.  For  the  treatment  she  herself  was  to  expect,  what  must 
have  been  her  sensations,  when  her  request,  that  herself  and  her 
daughters  might  be  allowed  the  services  of  an  attendant  of  their 
4M'n  sefi,  was  peremptorily  refused  I  By  tlie  rigid  laws  of  the 
priscHi,  strictly  enforced,  it  is  only  during  day-light  that  any  pri- 
soners are  perniittf  d  to  be  absent  from  th^ir  respective  c^Us  -,  cofih. 
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fcqwotly,  during  tbe$c  dreary  winter  monthg,  tfack  inoocfnt  an4 
unoffending  daughters,  by  a  solitary  condnement  g(  sixteen  fapurs, 
in  t)ieir  own  dungeon,  purcbasf  the  peraiis9Loa  of  devoting  tfiQ^ 
remaining  eight  to  the  duty  of  consoling  their  unhappy  parents* 

*'  It  may^  perhaps,  be  thougbti  I  know  iudeed  it  has  been  said^ 
that  these  are  exaggerations  unworthy  of  credit :  that  such  enor** 
^lities  should  appear  incredible,  I  am  not  surprised  -,  but  that  they 
^re  literally  true,  I  have,  from  evidence  incontrovertible,  the 
fullest  conviction.     But  why  should  we  disbelieve  these  in^tanccf 
pf  barbarity,  when  tfeey  are  equalled,  if  qot  surpassed,  by  othcr% 
of  which  the  public  is  ip  possession  of  authentic  proof?  What* 
fvfer  trials  the  fortitude  of  a  female  mind  may  resist,  th^  delicacy 
of  a  female  frame  is  not  formed  to  ©ncoppter  so  rude  a  treatment  i 
accordingly  we  find,  thfit  the  health  of  this  unfortunate  Jady  ha« 
guflfered  under  it  severely.    For  the  benefit  of  medical  advice  an4 
assistance,  she  petitioned  to  be  allowed,  for  a  short  time,  to  repair 
to  Vienna.    What  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  what  a  savage  delight 
in  accutaulating  afftictions  upon  an  afflicted  mind,  do^s  the  answer 
tp  her  retjuest  exhibit !  A*ter  a  solicitation  of  three  months,  this 
answer  was  procured,  and  delivered  to  her  by  the  governor  of  th^ 
fortress :  '  Jhat  his  Imperial  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  deter- 
mine, that,  on  no  consideration  whatever,  she  should  be  permitted 
to  go  to  yieppa>  bi^t  that  she  might  quit  the  prison,  on  condition 
of  never  returning  to  it.'    Thp  pennission  to  go  to  Vienna,  where 
possibly  another  interview  with  the  Emperor  might  have  opened 
the  eyes  of  this  unfortunate  prince  to  the  enormities  of  which  his 
ministers    made  him  the  instrument,  was,  ^  at  apy  rate,  to  be 
guarded  against ;  but  fhe  request  to  quit  the  prison  for  medical 
assistance  was  acquiesced  in.    Observe,  however,  the  inhuman^ 
the  diabolical  couUitiou  annexed  to  it :    *  Yes :  you  may  quit  the 
p/isonof  your  husbapd  to  seel^  medical  advice;  but  mark>  it  is  to 
return   no  more:  you  have  sacrificed  youf' health  to  obtain  the 
society  oi  your  husband  j  you  $hall  now  sacrifice  the  society  of 
your  husband  to  obtain  the  recovery  of  your  health/     There  is 
really  an  ipgenuLty  of  conception  in  this  refinement  of  barbarity 
^hich  seems  to  disgrace  the  genius  of  the  dramatic  poets  of  all 
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ages,  who  have  endeavoured  to  paint  tyranny  in  its  most  odioui 
and  detestable  colours.  • 

**  I  will  now  read  to  the  House  the  patient,  calm,  and  aflfecting 
reply  of  the  unhappy  sufferer  to  this  savage  insult,  upon  the  best 
tnd  tenderest  feelings  of  whkh  the  htiraan  heart  is  capable  : 
# 

Letter  ef  Madame  de  la  Fayette. 

" '  The  Commandant  of  Ohnutz  informed  me  yesterday,  that, 
in  answer  to  my  request  of  being  alJowed  to  go  for  eight  da^'s  to 
Vienna  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  faculty,  his  Imperial 
Majesty  signified,  tliat  on  no  consideration  whatever  I  am  to  be 
permitted  to  visit  that  capital ;  and  tliat  he  will  consent  to  my 
quitting  tliis  prison  only  on  condition  of  never  entering  it  more. 
I  have  the  honour  to  reiterate  the  answer  which  I  made  to  the 
Commandant.    To  solicit  the  assistance  which  the  state  of  niy 
health  require?,  is  a  duty  which  I  owed  my  family   and"  my 
friends ;  but  they  are  sensible  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  lo 
purchase  it  at  the  price  at  which  it  is  offered.     1  cannot  forget, 
that  while  we  were  both  on  the  point  of  perishing — myself,  by  the 
tj'ranny  of  Roberspierre  5  M.  de  la  Fayette,  by  the  moral  and 
physical  sufferings  of  his  captivity — that  I  was  not   allowed  to 
obtain  any  account  of  him,  or  to  inform  him  that  his  chi  Iren 
and  myself  were  yet  in  existence ;  and  nothing  shall  teiAipt  me 
to  expose  myself  a  second  time  to  the  horrors  of  such  a  separation. 
Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  state  of  my  health,  or  the  inconve- 
niences which  may  result  to  myself  and  my  daughters  firom  this 
habitation,  we  will  all  three  avail  ourselves  with  gratitude  of  the 
goodness  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  who  permits  us  to  share  his  cap- 
tivity inall  its  details.'  ** 

"  This  letter,  the  authenticity  of  which  cannot  be  questioned^  re- 
veals to  us  another  ijistance  of  atrocious  cruelty  to  which  she  had 
Jjecn  exposed.  She  cannot  forget,  that  while  they  were  on  the 
point  of  perishing  in  their  respective  dungeons,  she  had  not  been 
allowed  to  obtain  any  account  of  him,  or  to  inform  him  that  his 
children  or  herself  were  yet  in  existence.  Why,  let  me  ask,  are  the 
circumstances  I  have  related  to  be  supposed  exaggerated  statements 
«f  barbarity^  when  such  barbarities  as  these  are  io  proof  before  os  ? 
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With  a  sorrow,  which  I  am  certain  all  who  hear  me'  will  partake, 
I  have  to  inform  the  House,  that  in  this  alarming  state  of  healths 
she  has  been  to  this  hour  suffered  to  languish  in  a  prison,  whkh, 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  wili  shortly  be<iome  the 
tomb  of  so  much  virtue. 

/*  Among  all  the  horrible  crimes  to  which  the  French  Rtfvolu-* 
tion  has,  in  its  progress,  given  birth,  those  wha  love  to  contem- 
plate human  nature  in  its  more  favourable  points  of  view,  wiljl 
derive  some  consolation  to  their  wounded  feelings  l^om  its  havii^ 
given  occasion  to  the  display  of  such  exemplary  virtue.  Those 
who  consider  religion  as  the  best  and  surest  fojandation  of  all 
virtue,  will  leam  witJi  satisfaction,  tjiat,  until  her  misfortunes  gave 
icope  to  the  exertion  of  the  great  qualities  of  her  mind,  the  eminent 
piety  of  this  lady  had  been  the  most  distinguishing  feature  of  her 
character.  But  what  will  those  friends  of  religion  thinjc,  when 
they  are  told  that,  by  those  governments  who  have  hypocrilically 
affected  to  be  waging  war  in  the  cause  of  religion  itself,  that  piety 
by  which  she  was  distinguished  hias  been  co;3 verted  into  an  addi- 
tional instrument  of  torture  !  By  the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
persuasion,  we  know  how  very  strictly  the  duties  of  confession  and 
of  hearing  mass  are  enjoined.  If,  in  the  poignancy  of  lier  afflic- 
tions, the  accumulated  injuries  of  her  oppressors  could  be  supposed, 
in  a  mind  of  such  angelic  purity,  to  have,  excited  a  momentary 
emotion  of  resentment,  and  have  disturbed  the  meek  tranquillity  of 
Christian  resignation,  it  is  a  torment  to  her  conscience  not  to  b^ 
suffered,  in  the  acknowledgment  of  it,  to  fulfil  that  duty  which  her 
religion  has  prescribed.  The  opportmiity  of  fulfilling  these  duties, 
by  sincere  and  devout  Roman  Cathdics,  considered  as  sacred  and 
indispensable,  have,  by  a  Government  pretending  to  be  fighting 
the  cause  of  th^t  very  religion,  been  absolutely  refused  to  her 
repeated  and  pressing  solicitations. 

''  The  House  is  probably  impatient  to  be  relieved  from  the  detail 
©f  such  distressing  circumstances.  Many  more  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  which  the  delicacy  of  disclosing  the  means  by  which 
they  have  transpired  prevent  my  touching  upon.  I  am  aware, 
that  by  some  the  agitation  of  this  subject  is  considered  as  more  inju- 
rioii#  than  beueficial  to  the  unfortunate  persons  it  relates  to.  Aliy 
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anofijrmous  observations  of  (hat  uatnfe,  T  should  think  unwortiiy 
of  notice.  Bat  flince  I  gave  notice  of  this  moUotii  a  paper  hai 
been  put  into  toy  hands^  where^  I  Confess,  it  was  with  concern  I 
iionind  a  writer  of  ertiinencc  and  ability  adoptrng  this  langnago. 

'*  Whoever  has  read  much  of  what  has  been  written  dtiring  thrf 
eours*  of  the  Kevolution,  must  he  acquainted  with  the  various 
publications  of  M.  Mallet  du  Pan.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  a  Pari*  Journal,  I  find  him  positively  contradicting  a  state-* 
ttieht  which  that  editor  had  made  of  the  ill  treatment  of  the  pri-^ 
doners  of  Olmut^,  telHng  him,  that  by  the  represehtatlon  he  has 
given  of  it  he  has  m^de  himself  ike  Echo  of  Imposture.  From  what 
sources  M.  Mallet  du  Pati  has  drawn  his  infornoation,  I  do  not 
know :  in  his  contradiction  o(  the  rigorous  treatment  of  the  pri-* 
toners  of  Olmutz,  frorn  the  respectable  character  he  bears,  I  hope, 
and  am  willing  to  believe,  that  he  is  himself  onZy  the  Echo  of  tm-* 
posture.  Those,  however.  Who  have  been  conversant  with  his 
former  writings,  will  c^rtaSnly  observe  that  he  has,  in  this  instance, 
adopted  somewhat  of  a  niore  courtly  strain  than  is  perfectly  consis-* 
tent  with  the  liberal  principles  of  rational  liberty,  of  which  be  has 
usually  professed  himself  the  advocate.  He  declares,  that,  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  the  World,  he  laments  the  fate  of  these  unhappy 
prisoners:  he  declares  himself  likewise  perfectly  ignorant  with  re- 
Q)ectto  the  causes  of  their  confinement.  This  ignorance  he  con- 
nders  as  imposing  a  duty  upon  aH  prudent  men  of  an  entire^ilencrf 
upon  the  subject,  aani  recommends  it  to  their  friends  to  endeavour 
lly  all  the  means  in  their  power,  that  these  unhappy  persons  should 
be  wholly  forgotten  till  history  shall  have  removed  the  Veil  which 
at  present  covers  this  mysterious  business. 

"  Ktis  indignation  is  without  bounds,  when  h©  finds  this  jour* 
tiaiist  holding  forth  to  Europe,  under  the  colours  of  a  Caligula,  a 
Monarch,  of  all  others  the  most  distinguished  fot  demency ;  yet 
he  tells  us,  that  this  Monarch  holds  in  his  prisons,  neither  he  lior 
any  one  else  cari  conjecture  wherefore,  a  person  to  whose  cbarac- 
ter  he  hiui^lf  affixes  the  epithets  esiimable  and  irteproachnblei 
M.  Mallet  du  Pan  must  produce  other  instances  of  clemency,  I 
believe,  before  he  persuades  Europe  to  substitute  the  name  of 
Titus  to  that  of  Caligula  in  behalf  of  the  object  of  kts  paoegykk. 
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lliis  writCT  certainly  does  little  hcwiour  to  the  government  be 
Undertake^  tex  def<^nd,  when  he  adds^  that  the  firientis  of  La  Fajette 
\irill  produce  no- other  effects,  by  their  complaints,  than  exciting 
the  powers  upon  whom  hts  liberation  depends^  to  lengt!hen  bka 
captivity.  I  will  not  suppose  that,^  with  the  ruler8*of  a  free  coun*^ 
try,  a  remonatraooe  against  oppression  will  be  supposed  capable  of 
producing  an  aggravation  of  it.  -  So  far  fir om  entertaining  such  air 
opinion,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  I  am  doing  any  injury  to  the 
cause  of  La  Fayette  in*  thi^  country,  when  I  say  that,  whatever 
sentiments  may  be,  here  entertained  of  the  principled  he  h^  main-' 
tained  and  acted  upon,  I  know  that  he  would  not  to-morrorw  pur- 
diase  his  liberty  by  the  retractioQ  of  any  one  of  them.  }  will  not 
believe  that  in  this  country  it  will  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime 
that  he  refused  the  liberty,  whicb  wad  offered  to  him,  upon  his 
fost  arrest  at  Namur,  upon  the  condition  of  betraying  the  army, 
of  which  he  had  relinquished  the  command,  to  tlie  efieitiy.  I 
will  not  believe  that  this  couHtry  harbours  any  ill  will  against  a 
native  of  France,  becaose  he  was  the  original  instiiutor  of  those 
national  guards  which  have  enabled  France  to  establish  her  repub* 
lie  against  the  uiiited  efforts  of  ah'  Europe  5  still  less  will  I  believd 
that  thwe  catty  in  any  quartar  of  this  country,  lurk  against  him  a 
Harrow  and  vindictive  spiPit  which  can  be  gratiflad  in  beholding 
die  friend-  and  pupil  of  the  illustrious  Washington  perishing  in  » 
dungeon  upon  account  ,of  his  political  principles,  eyen  thougfi 
^ch  principles  may  have  been  originally  imbibed  in  sni>portii!^ 
the  cause  of  America  against  Great  Britain.  If  such  consideration! 
can  stiittukte  the  malignity  of  vengeance  in  arbitrary  and  despotic 
govemmei^ts,  ft  becotoes  us  to  shew,  that,  under  a  i^ee  constitu-* 
tibn>  setitin^ts  more  liberal  and  magnanimous  are  generated  iii 
the  human  idind." 

*^  I  owe  mahy  apok^es  to  the  House  for  having  cohsun>ed  sd 
much  of  their  time  upon  a  subject,  the  argumem  upon  which  t» 
compri^d  within  so  narrow  a  conapass.  I  revert,  therefore,  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Emperor,  the  ground  upon  which  I  rest  the  ab- 
tolute  necessity  of  takfrjg  some  step  to  vindicate  the  national  honour 
from  the  obloquy  ^hich  that  declaration  has  thrown  upon  it.-W© 
ve  in  aa  full  possession  of  the  authenticity  of  that  dctlaraiion  ai 
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the  natareof  the  case  can  possibly  admit  Letany  one  wboof^p^ls^ 
'  this  motion  undertake  to  explain  by  wbom^  unless  by  his  allies, 
the  hands  of  the  Emperor  are  hound,  upon  this  subject ;  and  let 
me  ask,  if,  afler  this  declaration^  known  and  circulated  as  it  is 
through  Europe^  these  prisoners  are  suffered  still  to  languish  in 
their  present  miserable  condition^  to  what  member  of  the  alliance 
will  the  common  voice  of  all  mankind  impute  the  fact?    If>  as  we 
were  eloquently  and  triumphantly  told  by  Mr.  Pitt,  every  Ei^itsh* 
man,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  is  entitled  to  his  share  of  the 
glory  of  the  Archduke  Charles*s  victories,  where  shall  that  Eog- 
•  lishman  shelter  himself  from  an  equal  share  of  that  disgrace  and 
ignominy,  that  which  an  Englishman  should  feel  as  the  worst  of 
Ignominies,  which  belong  to  the  perpretators  of  cruel tyy  injostice, 
and  oppression  ?    To  free  the  country  firom  the  obloquy  of  lying 
under  such  an  imputation,  is  the  object  of  the  motidn  1  shall  sub^ 
mit  to  the  House.    The  moment  in  which  I  am  speaking  is,  per- 
haps, of  all  others,  the  most  seasonable  for  a  measure  of  the  oaturo 
of  that  which  I  propose.    We  have  set  on  foot  a  negociation  for 
peace,  on  the  successful  issue  of  which  the  wishes  of  suffering  hu- 
manity are  fixed  with  anxious  expectation.    In  «uch  a  moment^ 
is  it  not  to  be  hoped  that  the  sensations  of  rancour  and  animosity^ 
which  have  but  too  long  filled  our  bosoms,  are  at  length  subsiding 
into  milder  and  more  charitable  feelings  ?  Sure  I  am^  that  the  par- 
ties who  will  be  best  entitled  to  credit  for  thejr  sincerity  in  wishing^ 
a  fortunate  "conclusion  to  this  negociation,  are  thpse  who,  upon 
entering  into  it,  give  a  pledge  of  their  conciliating  and  pacific  dis- 
position^ by  divesting  their  minds  of  those  habits  of  virulence  and 
acrimony  which  the  nature  of  such  a  contest  has  but  too  fatally 
given  birth  to,  and  fomented  among  all  the  parties  engaged  in  it 
May  I  be  allowed  to  suggest,  that  the  act  of  mcrcy>  humanity, 
and  justice  I  am  now  recommending,  would,  on  the  part  of  the 
allies,  be  no  slight  indication  of  that  temper  pervading  their  coun- 
cils, which  is  best  calculated  to  promote  the  attainment  of  the 
great  object  to  which  the  hopes  and  wishes  of  all  the  nations  of 
Europe  are,  at  this  moment,  so  anxiously  directed  ? 

"  Indulging  a  hope  that  the  House  may  concur  with  me  ia  view- 
ing the  subject  in  this  lights  I  move^ 
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*'  That  an  hiimble  addre^js  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  re- 
present to  bis  Majesty,  that  it  appears  to  this  House  that  the  de- 
tention of  General  La  Fayette^  Bureau  de  Pusy,  and  Latour 
Mabourg^  in  the  prison  of  his  Majesty's  ally,  the  Emperor 
of  Germany,  is  highly  injurious  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  to 
the  common  cause  of  the  allies  j  and  humbly  to  implore  his  v 
Majesty  to  intercede  in  such  manner  as  to  his  wisdom  shall, seem 
most  proper  for  the  deliverance  of  these  unfortunate  persons.-* 

Mr.  Sheridan  seconded  the  motion,  and  Mr* 
Chancdlor  Pitt  ''  admitted  that  a  more  striking 
and  pathetic  appeal,  was  never  made  to  the  feelings 
of  that  House,  than  in  the  eloquent  speech  he  had 
just  heard;''  yet  notwithstanding  this,  the  ministers, 
by  means  of  a  .decided  majority,  put  an  end  to 
^very  hope  of  intervention  on  the  part  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  and  it  was  reserved  for  Bonaparte, 
while  first  Consul,  to  effect  that  by  threats,  which 
might  have  been  achieved  simply  by  entreaty  ! 

General  Fitzpatrick,  and  the  party  with  which 
he  acted,  remained  in  opposition  during  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  first  administration  ;  but  no  sooner  had 
Mr.  Addington  become  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  negotiated  the  treaty  of  Amten$,  than> 
whatever  they  might  be  disposed  to  think  of  some 
of  the  conditions,  they  most  cordially  united  in 
approbation  of  the  peace. 

On  the  explosion  of  a,  new  war,  some  of  these 
gentlemen  hesitated  as  to  the  justice,  while  otherg 
protested  against  its  policy :  most,  if  not  all,  in  short, 
at  first  joined  in  the  condemnation  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. The  return  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  power,  seemed  to 
be  a  signal  for  a  general  attack,  and  by  an  unioa 
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of  pdrties,  as  monstrous  according  *o  kome  ki  its 
nature^  as  it  was  singular  in  it$  combination,  the 
robe  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  seemed 
to  fieel  kss  ea^y  to  its  owner  than  before.  This  wa? 
a  prolude  to  his  sudden  death,  on  one  hand,  and 
a  Jong-projected  coalition  between  the  Foxites, 
pledged  to  reforrar,  with  the  Grenviilites,  who  had 
4^nstantfy  oppos^  all  change,  on  the  otliet. 

Sometime  anterior  to  this,  the  subject  of  the  pre^ 
sent  memoir,  while  still  in  the  ranks  of  dpposition, 
introduced  a  very  excellent  .clause  into  the  mutiay 
act,  by  which  all  the  members  of  a  court  nmrtkl,  are 
twors  to  try  and  determine,  according  to  evid«nce.* 


*  Copy  of  an  amendment  introduced  into  the  Mutiny  Act, 
passed  in  the  45th  of  George  III,  consisting  of  a  ne^jir  regulation 
inserted  between  clauses  IS  and  I9. 

"  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  all  trials  by 
any  courts  martial,  (other  than  general  courts  martial)  which  shall 
be  held  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  any  articles  of  war,  establish-' 
ed  by  his  Majesty  in  pursuance  thereof,  every  member  assisting 
at  such  trial,  before  any /proceedings  be  had  thereupon,  shall  tak^ 
the-  following  oaths  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  (which  oaths  shall 
and  may  be -administered  by  the  President  of  the  court  to  the  mem* 
bers  thereof,  and  to  the  President  by  any  member  having  first 
taken  the  said  oaths,  that  is  to  say  j" 

''  You  shall  well  and  truly  try  and  determine,  according  to  the 
^idence  in  the  matter  now  before  youi        So  help  you  God. 

/  A,  B.  doJiv^r,  that  I  wiH  duly  administer  jitsHce  accordmg 
to  th^rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  ,hi§  Majesty's 
forces,  and  according  to  an  act  of  parliament  now  in  force,  for  the 
punishment  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  other  crimes  tlterein  men^ 
tioned,  without  partiality,  favour,  or  affection;  and  if  any  douhtl 
^haU  arise  which  is  unexplained  by  the  said  articlet^  or  act  of  paf- 
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duced  and  carried  tM^e  bills,  th&  one  fehjr  tlie  rtia^e 
convenient  liquidation  of  the  half  pay  of  ofllcers, 
in  Oreat-Britaiii  and  Ireland;  tbe  othet  for  r^it- 
lating  tfte  allowances,  granfed  oot  06  the  coiB^aa- 
sionate  Ifet.  As  the  Finance  Committee  \<as  thum 
sitting,  be  had  ako  fortitude^  enongb  ta  ttifum 
all  the  sinecures  in  his  gift,  lea/ving  the  usekss 
places  open,  for  ihe  inspection  and'  discision  o£ 
that  body.  As  foi'  himself,  he  derived  no  benefit 
from  the  new  order  of  tbings>  except  SOOOi 
ni  wtiifcb  sum  the  ssilsMry  is  usually  estinated.  He 
was  fortunate^  howevei*,  in  one  resp^cty  for  ho  ob^- 
tained  a  regiment  of  foot,  on  the  demi«^  of  the 
late  General  HalbsM^,  and  he  h  now  protty  high 
tip  in  the  list  of  Generals^  as  he  ranks  next  to  the 
Earl  of  Harrington. 

Nor  ought  his  good  fortune,  in  another  po^nt  of 
tiew,  to  be  overlo.ot^4*  ftr  instead  of  Iqising  his 
seat  on  the  lajfee  eatastitopb^,  he  exchangi^dia  bo- 
rough for  a  countyy  which  had  been^  represented 
both  by  his  father  and  his  elder  brother^  ai^  tft  the 
same  time  supplanted  a  political  enenay,  to  whosie 
private  character  he  pays  a  high  eulogiuro/  in  the 

■■  I  ■        II     ■        I  ■    I    I     ■  I  I    I  .1  I.        I  ■        |,'"l         Li—  II  '       I  i         11  I  •     '••  f 

liament,  accordirtgto  my  comckn(^e,  the  best  of  rmf  und&stayiding. 
And,  the  custom  of  war  in  the  like  cases^         So  hbI?  h^e  God. 

'*  And  the  President  of  every  &uclw:pur£  martial  («ot  being  under 
Ihq  rank  of  a  captain)  shall  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment,  detachments  or  brigade,  or  the  governor  or  com- 
mander of  the  garris'on,  fbrt,  castle  ca:  barrack,  directing  sud» 
coupt  martial,'* 
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address  to  his  new  constituents^  as  knight  of  the 
^hire  for  the  county  of  Bedford. 

We  have  hitherto  treated  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  as 
a  man,  a  member^  and  a  senator;  we  are  now  to 
consider  him  as  a  poet.  We  shall  in  this  place  say 
nothing  of  the  ''  Probationary  Odes/*  as  they  were 
neyer  avowed,  but  confine  ourselves^  to  such  pro* 
ductions  as  have  been  generally  recognized.  The 
early  connection  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  with 
Mr.  Foxi  is  well  known,  arid  the  latter  having 
consecrated  a  building  in  his  grounds  at  St.  Ann's 
Hill,  to  whatever  was  dearest  to  his  heart>  we  find 
the  following  verses  inscribe  by  the  former,  in  the 
''  Temple  of  Friendship.'* 

.    *'  The  Star,  whose  radiant  beams  adorn 
With  vivid  light  the  rising  rabrp. 
The  season  changed,  with  milder  ray 
Cheers  the  c^m  hour  of  parting  day: 
So  Friendship  of  the  gen  rous  breast 
The  earliest,  and  the  latest  guest. 
In  youthful  prime  with  ardour  glows. 
And  sweetens  lifers  serener  close. 

Benignant  pow*r  j  in  this  retreat 
O  deign  to  fijL  thy  tranquil  seat ! 
Where;  rais'd  above  the  dusky  vale. 
Thy  favVites  brighter  suns  shall  hail ; 
And,  from  life's  busy  scenes  remote. 
To  thee  their  cheerful  hours  devote ; 
Nor  waste  a  transient  thought  to  know 
Wh^t  cares  disturb  the  crowd  below." 

General  Fitzpatrick  is  also  the  author  of  ''  Do- 
rinda,  a  town  eclogue,"  of  \vhich  we  shall  here 
give  a  few  lines  by  way  of  specimen. 
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*'  In  that  sad  season  when  the  hapless  belle. 
With  steps  reluctant  bids  the  town  farewel, 
When  surly  husbands  doom  th'  unwilling  ^r 
To  quit  St.  James's  for  a  purer  air. 
And  deaf  to  pity,  from  their  much  lov'd  town, 
Eelentless  bear  the  beauteous  exiles  down 
To  dismal  shades,  through  lonely  groves  to  stray. 
And  sigh  the  summer  live-long-months  away.    . 
V/lth  all  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty  /graced. 
One  mom  Dorinda,  at  her  toilet  plac'd. 
With  looks  intent,  and  pensive  air  surveyed 
The  various  charms  her  faithful  glass  displayed  ^ 
Eyes  that  might  warm  the  frozen  breast  of  age. 
Or  melt  to  tenderness  the  tyrant's  rage  -, 
Sn^es  that,  enchanting  with  resistless  art. 
Stole  unperceivjed  the  heedless  gazer's  hearty  &c.'* 

When  General  Burgoyne  produced  the  HeiresSj 

Blr.  Fitzpatrick  wrote  the  following  Pfologue : 

^^  As  sprightly  sun-beams  gijd  the  jFape  of  day, 
When  lowering  tempests  calmly  glide  awav. 
So  when  the  poet's  dark  horizon  clears, 
Arrayed  in  smilfes,  the  Epilogue  appears. 

^*  She  of  that  house  the  lively  emblem  still. 
Whose  briliant  speakers  start  what  themes  they  will  j 
Still  varying  topics  for  her  sportive  rhymes. 
From  all  the  follies  of  these  fruitful  times  3 
Uncheck'd  by  forips,  with  flippant  hands  may  culj. 
Prologues,  like  Peers,  by  privilege  are  dull  ^ 
Jn  solemn  strain  address  th*  assembled  pit> 
Th«  legal  judges  of  drauiatic  wU, 
Confining  still,  with  dignify'd  ^epnim^^   .  , 
Their  observations  to  the  play  before  *e;n. 

*^  Now  when  each  bachelor  a  helpmate  lacks^ 

(That  sweet  exemption  from  a  double  tax). 

When  laws  are  fram*d  with  a  benignant  plai^ 

Of  lightening  burdens  on  the  manied  man^  ^ 
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And  Hymen' iSHids  otie  ieM  corirfbit  Biore, 
To  all  tho*  ceittibrts  be436nferr'd  l»fope : 

'^  To  atoooth  the  rougb  Idsorioos  road  to  &Lto», 
^T bard  has  chosenan  tdimring  vkme. 
As  weakhin  wedlock  oft  is  known  to  hide 
The  imperfections  of  a  homely  bride. 
This  .teniptijig  title,  hef(erh«aps«xjects. 
May  heigJrtffa  bedoH6»^-^^a)d  cont^esd  dslects : ' 
Thils  Sixty V-w^mkles^  view^  4bmugh  Fortune's  ^^i^ 
The  rosy  dimpks  of  Sfarteen  surpass; 
The  modern  suitor  grasps  his  fair  one's  hand. 
Overlooks  her, person,  afKi  adcr^s — her  land; 
l^ers  0n  her  houses  with  an  og^g  eye. 
O'er  her  rich  ^cres  iica^  ^n  amorous  sigh. 
His  heart'fM  pangs  through  'graves  of  tkober  V^ttts, 
And  runs-distrfeoiftd  for' — her^  three  fer  cents, 

*'  Will  thts  the  l^fs  mimic  Heiress  fi^d^ 
The  bridegroom  Critic  to  her  failings  blind* 
Who  claims,  alas  !  his  nicer  taste  to  hit. 
The  lady*s  portion  paid  in  sterling  wil  ? 
On  your  decrees  to  fix  her  future  fate. 
Depends  our  Heiress  for  her  whole  estate. 

"  Rich  in  your  smiles,  she  charms  th*  admiring  town; 
A  very  bankrupt,  should  you  chance  to  frown  : 
Or  may  a  f erdict  given  in  your  applause. 
Pronounce  the  prosperous  issue  of  her  cause. 
Confirm  the  name  ah  ancient  parent  gave  her. 
And  proVfe  her'^Hierw^  of— 1-the  jjuhlic  favour." 

The  above  prologue  ep:perieneed  ,great  fiHCC|^s, 
and  proved  a  propitidm  introductidn  to  the  co- 
medy. Its  allusion  to  iWcydern  manners  and'modern 
taxes,  produced  a  torrent  of  applause,  while  the 
satire  on  titled'lfulness^an^  the  mercenary  attad$of 
beggarly  fortune-hunter«,  seemed  to  conyuke'tbe 
bouse. 
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Our  bounds  will  iM)t  pemit /us  |o  tr^hscrU^^ 
General  Fitzpatrick's  "^  Inscriptiop^  intended  foe  fe 
statue  of  the  late  Duke  x)f  Bedford  ;"  ;and  we^must 
for  the  same  reason  qwt  i9»^J .  other  interacting 
verses.    - 

Som^  men  are  extremely  'Suit  in  conversation^ 
v^ho  excel  m  point  of  i:iC](|fi|fo$itian.;  but  it  must 
be  allowed  by  all  who  have  livjed  in  company 
with  this  gentleman,  that  he  is  far  from  being 
deficient  in  companionable  qualities  of  any  kind. 
Indeed  we  recollect  a  few  couplets,  written  many  . 
years  since,  by  an  a^noriymous  poet,  wJiich  ejdiibit 
in  a  just  point  of  view,»  the  characters  of  tliis  gen- 
tleman and  several  of  his  associates.  The  subject 
js  an  invitation  to  a  banquet : 

*'  .Of  wk,  of  taste,  of  fancf  ,  we'll  .debate ; 
—If  Sheridan  for  once  is  not  too  late: 
-..         But  scarce  a  thought  to  ministers  we'll  spare,  J 

Unless  on  Polish  politics  with  Hare. 
Good  nattff'd  Dev©n  !  oft  i^hall  tlien  appear 
•pie  €ool  complacence  of  thjjr  ft^endly  sneer :       ' 
0ft  1^11  FiTZPATRick*s  wit,  and  Stanhc^e's  ease. 
And  Burgoyne's  manly  sense,  unite  to  please.'* 

.  The  subject  of  this  piemoir  is  a  member  of  the 
liitejcary  Ckib,  instituted  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jobn&on, 
tfad  which,  at  one  period,  in  addition  to  the  gre^jt 
lexicographer,  boasted  as  enrolled  amoQg  its  ilius-^ 
trious  subscribers,  the  nam€«  of  F<yXi  Burke,  and 
Punning.  We  lament  that  General  FitapatrtcV 
Has  never  beea  marritd.  As  he  was  left  but  asovaU 
pati'imony,  a  wife,  lii^ying  aside  many  other  weighty 

5^pnsideratiQns,    lai^ht    ba^e    proved    servke^le, 

^* 
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eveirin  point  of  economy,  for  according  to  the  well 
known  Italian  proverb  : 

"  Bella  femina  che  ride,  vuol  dir,  borsa  che  piange. 
Let  the  country  gentlemen  translate  this  for  themselves ! 


CAPT.  SIR  EDWARD  BERRY, 

OF  THE  ROVAL  NA\Y. 
"  Ventis  Secundis." 

We  have  eagerly  seized  on  every  opportunity  to 
recapitulate  the  exploits  of  our  naval  heroes,  and 
promulge  the  services  and  celebrity  of  a  class  of 
men,  who  so  eminently  deserve  the  applause  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  On  this,  as  on  former  occasions, 
we  shall  commence  with  a  prefatory  di^ertation^ 
which  we  consider  as  not  misplaced,  when  it  pre- 
cedes the  biography  of  an  officer  who  has  served 
under  the  ablest  commanders  of  the  present  day, 
and  who  has  been  honoured  with  the  encomiums  of 
the  chief  who  conquered  at  St.  Vincent,  and  the 
friendship  of  the  hero  who  triumphed  at  the  Nile, 
at  Copenhagen,  and  at  Trafalgar  ! 

Human  genius  has  never  been  more  conspicu- 
ously displayed,  than  in  the  arts  connected  with  na- 
vigation ;  and  a  British  man-of-war,  completely 
rigged,  manned,  provisioned,  and  fitted  for  sea, 
may  be  considered,  pei*hap^,  as  the  ultimate  at- 
tainment of  the  powers  of  man.  On  this,  as  on 
till  other  occasions,  his  efforts  have  been  progressite> 
and  excellence  has  only  been  attained  by  degrees. 

Various  conjectures  have  taken  place  relative  te 
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the  origin  of  navigation  and  the  familiar  idea  of  a 
piece  of  rough  woodfloatingdown  a  river,  is  generally 
supposed  to  have  given  the  first  hint  on  the  subject. 
By  means  of  one  or  several  trees,  slightly  joined  to- 
gether, a  sufficient  degree  of  buoyancy  could  rea- 
dily have  been  obtained,  for  the  carriage  of  the 
first  adventurer,  who  launched  into  an  unknown 
element,  and  thus,  as  the  most  simple  means  are 
always  the  first  recurred  to,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
tlie  boat  was  preceded  by  the  raft. 

» In  the  place  of  such  clumsy  and  unmanageable 
machines,  the  canoe  was  at  length  substituted,  and 
it  has  been  asserted  by  an  ancient  writer,  that  one 
of  the  early  heroes  of  Phoenicia  was  the  original 
inventor.  Being  destitute  of  the  proper  tools, 
and  perhaps  also  of  the  necessary  skill  to  excavate 
a  solid  body,  he  had  recourse  to  the  agency  of  fire, 
the  operation  of  which,  perhaps,  he  might  have 
in  some  measure  assisted,  and  having  thus  hollowed  a  ' 
piece  of  timber,  he  boldly  confided  himself  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves.  But  as  every  country  did  not  produce 
a  sufficient  number  of  large  trees,  imitation  became 
indispensable,  and  the  same  object,  with  some  ad- 
ditional labour,  was  at  length  obtained  by  joining 
together  several  thin  boards  of  wood  of  a  proper 
size 

These  conjectures  are  in  some  measure  confirmed, 
by  reeurring  to  the  jiractice  of  those  nations,  who 
may  be  slill  considered  in  a  state  of  barbarism. 
We  know  that  the  negro  on  the  coast  of  Guinea, 
with  but  little  help  from  t^jie  implements  of  Euro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


442  siE  sirwAKD  iiftiutir. 

peaQ8  at  this  day>  sicoops  Wt  his  Uttfe  firail  yiesee), 
from  a  uoigbbouriog  tree,  -and  with  it  either  pad- 
dles across  a  river^  or  coasts  aloog  the  margin  of  the 
i9ea.  The  remnants  of  the  aj[icient  trib^  of  North 
JLmerlca^  display  a  stiU  greater  degree  of  ingenuity, 
by  shaping  the  bark  of  the  birch  into  such  a  form 
^  to  enable  them  to  navigate  their  immense  lakes- 
The  coracle,  consisting  of  bended  willows,  covered 
with  leather,  is  to  be  met  with  even  at  this  mooient 
in  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland^  and  while  it  disr 
plays  the  infancy  of  the  art,  plainly  points  out  the 
practice  of  o\ir  own  ancestors. 

Such  then  originally  were  the  first  rude  efforts 
of  unenlightened  nations ;  and  it  must  be  allowed^ 
that  it  required  no  small  degree  of  skill  and  cou- 
rage, to  venture  on  the  perils  of  an  oceaa^.tbe 
waves  of  which  must  have  appeared  tremendous, 
while  .the  winds  w^re  equally  formidable  and  un- 
certain. The  name  of  the  first  man,  who  dared  to 
brave  dangers  like  these  has  not  been  handed  down 
to  us,  but  according'  to  the  traditions  of  the  Phoe- 
nicians,  the  Caberites,  a  race  contemporary  with  the 
Titans,  appear  to  have  been  the  first  people  who 
displayed  their  skill  by  the  invention,  or  rather  im- 
provement of  ship  building,  and  enjoyed  the  glory 
of  undertaking  voyages  by  sea. 
/  After  constructing  vessels,  it  remained  to  devise 
,^neans  to  guide  and  direct  them.  Th^  ao^ients 
^haye  conjectured,  that  the  fiiis  of  ^hes  fiii'iiisb^ 
the  idea  of  oars,  and  that  the  hint  of  the  helm  was 
-UpiT^wed  ir^pa  the  birds^  which  direct  their  flight 
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^  tatdans  of  their  tzih.  The  actnm  of  <*ie  i^iod 
^pi  leog^  suggested  the  last  great  improvement : 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  masts  and  sailti, 
atid  the  Egyptmns  ronfer  the  honour  of  this  im»- 
4)ortint  discovery  on  Isi«,  while  the  Greeki  at- 
itribute  it  to  Daedalud. 

We  know  not  at  what  time  the  anchor,  a  machine 
^t  once  so  simple  and  so  admirahle,  was  intro- 
duced. It  seems  to  have  heen  originally  of  stone ; 
^tb^n  of  wood  loaded  with  lead,  and  it  appears  at  firiM 
to  have  had  only  o*e  fluke  :  it  was  not  until  manj 
age$  after,  that  Anacharsis  conferred  on  it  the  shape 
,which  it  ^ill  retains. 

If  we  wish  to  form  a  comparative  estimate  of 
jthb  gtate  of  society,  by  recurring  to  living  exr 
-atnples^  we  must  study  the  voyages  of  our  late  na«- 
yigators  to  the  southern  ocean,  and  becWme  ac*- 
/{laamtdd  with  a  race  of  people,  who,  without  any 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  have 
attained  a  ^gree  of  skill,  and  even  of  eminence  in 
the  arts  of  ship-building:  and  navigation.  The 
structure  of  their  vessels,  the  shape  of  tfieir  oars,  the 
Ibrm  of  their  sails,  and  the  dexterity  of  their  steers- 
men and  crews,  exhibit  a  surprising  degree  of  per- 
fection, and  appear  to  be  the  result  of  a  long  series 
of  experioients. 

The  first  navigators  undoubtedly  confined  their 
efforts  to  coasting  from  one  head-land  to  another^ 
along  the  shores  of  the  ocean,  and  \^ben  driven  off 
to  sea,  by  any  sudden  gust  of  wind,  they  must 
have  considered  themselves  as  lost.  -Surrounded  by 
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an  immense  expanse  of  waters^  and  deprived  of  tbe 
manifest  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  modern 
discovery  of  the  mariner's  compass,  they  were  soon 
-rendered  sensible,  that  a  correct  inspection  of  the 
heavenly-  bodies  could  alone  aflford  theili  any  hopes 
of  return,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  in  this  way  that 
astronomy  came  first  to  be  applied  to  navigation. 
Antiquity  confers  the  honour  of  this  idea  on  the 
Phoenicians^  and  it  is  most  probable  that  the  con* 
ftellation  of  Ursa  Major,'^  or  the  Greater  Bear, 
was  for  many  ages  their  only  guide. 

This  industrious  and  entei*prising  people  built 
Sidon,  which  for  a  long  time  enjoyed  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  Mediterranean,  and  venturing  beyond  the 
.pillars  of  Hercules,  they  landed  in  Spain;  it  has 
Jbeen  said  indeed^  that  they  visited  Cornwal  for 
the  sakd  of  the  tin.  Uniting  a  taste,  or  rather  a 
passion  for  commerce,  with  the  science  of  navi- 
gs^tion,  notwithstanding  a  barren  and  ungrateful 
?oil,  they  established  manufactures^  and  attained 
great  wealth*.  But  their  city  was  in  after  ages 
f^cjipsed  by  Tyre,  one  of  its  own  polonies,  built 
forty  years  posterior  to  the  destruction  of  Troy, 
which  became  the  emporiupi.of  all  the  neighbaur- 
ing  nations. 

The  Egyptians  until  the  time  of  Sesostris,  en- 
^rl^ined  an  aversion  to  the  sea„  and  while  the  wo- 

*  According  to*  the  learned  Goguejt,  the  Phoenicians  afterwards 
recurred-  to  the  bright  star,  placed  in  tl^e  sboalder  of  Uts(^  Min9T. 
by  wzy  of  enabling  them  to  steer  theiv  course. 
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liien. alone  condesceDded  to  emfiloy  themselves  in 
merchandise^  they  regarded  those  as  ioapious,  who 
dared  to  embs^rk  On  the  ocean :  that  elemeat  being 
considered  as  emblematical  of  Typhon,  the  enemy 
of  Osiris,  the  divinity  whom  they  adored- 

The  worship  of  Neptune  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  from  Lybia  into  Greece ;  and  Cecrops  wai 
the  first  prince  who  applied  himself  to  navigation, 
but  it  was  Minos  who  aspired  to  the  empire  of  the 
adjacent  seas. 

The  Argo,  probably  of  equal  size,  but  far  infe- 
rior construction  to  a  Gravesend  boat,  has  been 
generally  considered  as.  the  first  ship  of  war  that 
ever  bailed  out  of  the  ports  of  Greece ;  she  carried 
Jason,  the  admiral  in  that  celebrated  expedition, 
which  took  place  1353  years  before  Christ.  Only 
thirty-five  years  after  this,  a  fleet  ^of  twelve  hun- 
dred sail  was  fitted  out  against  Troy.  In  point  of 
lize,  they  must,  however,  have  been  contemptible, 
as  the  vessels  were  formed  out  of  planks,  pinned^ 
and  fastened  with  cords  to  the  ribs,  while  they 
are  supposed  to  have  been  destitute  of  a  keel,  and 
ail^uredly  possessed — but  a  single  mast.  Being  very 
managable,  when  the  troops  had  landed,  it  was  cus- 
tomary  to  drag  them  up  on  the  beach,  in  the  same 
man  Iter  as  the  small  craft  at  Deal. 

Carthage,  a  celebrated  city  of  Africa,  and  ac- 
cording to  some,  the  prototype  of  Britain,  is  said 
to  have  been  founded  about  the  year  890  before  the 
time  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  owed  its  birth  to  ancient 
Tyre,  and  being  situate  in  the  center  of  the  Medi- 
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ternamaB;  90pa  atteme^  an  vmrtirbttftd  eimeAMci 
itt  coiiaM|ueiMr6  of  an  axteosive  eafiiaier4:^^  it  was-  at . 
leogtft  ettabled  to  fit  out  fi^rwidable  ieets^  aad 
having  <x>nqti6r€d  Sieily^  Saffdinia^  aad  GorsicaV 
atquired  the  domiDion  of  the  neighboupiag'  sea9« 
It  wa9 doomed  to*  sabmit  however  to  a  oation  lihat 
despised  ttade^  and  was  so  ignoraat  of  every  thing 
icelatiog  to  shippings  tliat  a  stranded  gaHey  of  the 
enemy  became  the  models  from  whieb  its  vessels 
of  war  were  originally  constructed.-  Duitius^  a 
Roman  Consul^  was  the  first  who  ol^tained  ^  vic- 
tory over  the  naval  power  of  Car^iage^  about  360 
years  before  the  Christian  awa^  on  which  ooeafiriea 
lie  captoped  fifty  ships>  and  was  rewarded  wi^a  tri«* 
umph.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  second  Fmii<5  wary 
five  hundred  gallies  were  burnt  by  one  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty  that  put  an  end  to  it,  and  Car- 
thage was  thenceforth  permitted  to  have  no  more 
than  ten  in  her  possession,  while  at  the  conelusion 
of  the  third  conflict,  the  inhabitants  were  ordered 
to  remove  from,  and  Hot  to  construct  a  town^ 
Within  ten  miles  distanice  of  the  sea  ! 

The  Romans  bad  no  sooner  became  mastefs  #f 
'  the  world,  than  they  quarrelled  among  themselves 
for  the  supreme  commaiM}.  Tbey  Ib^ght  generally 
at  land,  but  at  the  battle  of  Actuim,  31  years  before 
Christ,  Marc  Antony,  supporied  by  the  powers  of^ 
tile  East,  and  A^ustus  by  the  strength  of  Italyy 
deeidcdthe  fete  of  the  empire  in  a  narval  combat. 
The  marine  of  the  Romans  declined  with  their 
power,  atid  we  behoid,  after  a  succession  <rf  ages^ 
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ibe  D(H4kerft  naiiods  fitting"  out  vessels  for  tlie  pur^ 
posa.  of  piracy ;  from  fcee-bootert  they  became 
conquerofs^  md  at  length  they  converted  a  tempo^ 
rary  and  precarious  sovereignty  ioto  a  permanent 
possession. 

From  a  careful  perusal  of  history>  we  are  en- 
abled to  deduce  a  yaciety  of  important  facts^  all 
of  which  tend  to  prove^  that  naval  affairs  can  be 
carried  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection  among  a  civi- 
lized people  alone.  Without  the  intervention  of 
iron^  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  construct  even -a  canoe 
with  aqy  degree  of  celerity  or  perfection^  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  loom^  the  ^huttle^  aad  the  distaff^ 
beoooies  necessary  for  the  fonnation  of  sails.  I'he 
anchor  is  supposed  to  have  been  invented  about  2400 
years  since^  and  several  rudders  were  originally  ap-^ 
plied  to  effect  the  same  purpose^  which  is  now  &r 
more  oo9H>letely  performed  by  one. 

Antiquaries  after  much  dispute,  seem  ta  have 
agreed^  that  the  vessels  employed  by  the  Greeks  at 
the  siege  of  Troy  were  actually  decked;  as  to  the 
size^  this  may  be  guessed  at  from  the  circumstance 
of  their  being  hauled  up  on  the  beach,  and  launched 
at  pleasure. 

After  Carthage  and  Rome  had  attained  a  high 
degree  of  eminence^  hostile  fleets  were  fitted  out  by 
each.  They  must  however  have  been  contemptible 
in  paint  of  size,  for  w^ed  the  latter  aspired  to  eon-^ 
tend  for  the  dominion  of  the  sea,  within  the  short 
space  of  sixty  days,  timber  was  cut  d^wn^  and  a 
fleet  of  one  hundred  ^Uies  completely  manned  and 
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provisioQiscl.  These  rival  nations  engaged  Um, 
nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  on  sbore^  and  as  the 
'  manoeuvres  of  the  present  day,  vj^erc  then  totally 
unknown,  a  sea  fight  differed  but  little  from  an 
action  on  land,  and  the  fate  of  two  people  wa^ 
accordingly  decided,  not  in  faveur  of  the  best 
sailors,  but  the  best  soldiecs. 

The  moderns  have  improved  not  a  little  on  the 
boasted  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  ancients,  and 
Britain  after  eclipsing  them  all,  has  reaped  a  rich 
harvest  of  glory.  One  thousand  pendants  flying  ou 
the  ocean^  the  Mediterranean,  the  narrow  seas,  in 
our  own  ports  and  our  possessions  in  the  East,  serve 
to  form  an  itggregate  of  power  hitherto  unknown 
and  undreamed  of,  and  when  it  is  recollected,  that 
of  these,  upwards  of  one  hundred  consist  of  ships  of 
the  line,  the  astonishment  of  foreigners  will  be 
augmented,  and  our  osya  wonder  triumph  com* 
plete! 

The  subject  of  the  present  memoir,  without  any 
claims  to  birth  or  wealth,  has  carved  out  his  for- 
tune with .  his  sword,  and  decked  himself  not  in  the 
borrowed  plumes  of  others,  but  acquired  illustration 
by  the  splendour  of  his. own  individual  merits.  Sir 
Edward  born  about  the  year  1766,  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Mr.  Berry,  formerly  an  ironmonger  in  St.  Paul's 
church-yard.  There  being  no  l^ss  than  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  were  daughters,  it  became  abso- 
lutely necessary,  that  the  two  boys  should  embark  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  some  active  employment  that 
might  enable  them  to  earn  an  honest  and  honorable 
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hood.  AecordfDgly,  while  Titus*  was  placed  with  ^ 
surgeon,  Edward  ebose  the  sea  for  bis  scene  of 
aciion,  to  which  he  was  propelled  by  an  irrcsistibk 
propensity  from  his  early  years.f 

As  his  fitither  was  not  rich,  and  a  family  of  seven 
was  of  course  expensive,  it  was  at  length  deter-> 
mined  that  the  latter  should  enter  into  the  merchant 
service,  which  he  accordingly  did  at  the  age  of 
fovtrteen)  meanwhile  the  elder  Mr.  Berry  died^ 
and  his  widow>  a  sensible  and  accomplished  wo* 
Hian,  was  elected  as  the  governess  of  the  Miss 
Saunders%  two  young  ladies  who  possessed  large 
fortunes,  one  of  whom  as  now  Countess  of  Wcst-^ 
morelaildi  and  the  other  the  wife  of  Mr.  Dundas> 
son  of  Viscount  Melville*. J     By  the  interest  o( 

*  H^  VTBs  90  called  after  his  ilncle,  the  Rev.  Titus  Berry,  many 
years  master  of  an  academy  at  Norwich. 

f  Trifling  circnmstances  frequently  generate  indelible  impres- 
sions, and  lead  to  important  events.  It  has  accordingly  been  sug- 
gusted  to  us,  that  an  accidental  perusaf  of  the  life  and  exploits' 
dfSh-Jclin  Berry,  in  CampbelPs  "  Livfes  of  the  Admiral^,"  might 
have  produced  this  resoiution.  That  gallant  officer,  born  about 
the  year  1644,  atKnowston,  in  Devonshire,  where  his  father,  a 
clergyman  resided,  appears  to  have  risen  from  the  humble  station 
o7  boatswain  of  the  Swallow  ketch,  to  the  rank  of  Vice  Admiral, 
He  was  knighted  by  Charles  1*1.  on  account  of  his  gnllantry  diiring 
the  action  of  Sbuthwold-bay,  and  in  l6S2,  he  wasCaptald  of  th« 
Gloucester,  When  thart:  frigate,  with  the  Duke  of  York  od  board, 
^^as  run  on  shore  at  the  mouth  of  the  Humber,  either  by  the 
carelesness  or  ignorance  of  the  pilot.  He  saved  his  Royal 
Highness,  by  his  great  presence  of  mind,  and  whetl  tliat  Prince 
became  James  the  Second  was  promoted  to  a  flag, 

%  These  two  heiresses,  wwe  the  daughters  of  Dr.  Hi  Sautrders^ 

1809-1810.  ^  G  G 
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their  worthy  and  respectable  guardian,  young  Berry 
was  promoted  mate  of  a  West  Indiaman^  and  as 
«uch  actually  crossed  the  Atlantic,  during  the 
American  war.  W  hile  serving  in  this  rapacity,  be 
is  said  to  have  hfeen  pressed,  an  event  that  at  Brst 
exhibited  a  gloomy  and  siiiistrous  appearance  to 
his  friends,  but  which,  notwithstanding  its  melan- 
choly aspect,  became  the  harbinger  both  of  fame 
and  fortune  It  has  already  been  observed,  that 
young  Berry  was  a  mate  on  board  of  the  vessel  from 
which  he  was  taken,  and  it  is  always  rustomarjon 
these  occasions,  to  treat  such  with  a  certain  degree 
of  respect.  He  was  accordingly  placed  on  the 
quarter  deck  of  a  man  of  war,  and  his  mind  open- 
ing with  his  situation,  he  whose  humble  ambition 
before  aspired  no  higher  than  to  be  the  com- 
mander of  a  Jamaica-man,  was  soon  taught  to  ex- 
pect a  flag. 

We  are  not  aware  whether  it  was  in  the  capa- 
city of  midshipman  or  master's  mate,  that  he  first 
served  on  the  quarter  deck  of  a  King's  ship,  but 
we  know  well  that  it  was  not  long  before  he  distin- 
guished himself.     An  opportunity  was  first  afforded 

and  the  nieces  of  Sir  Charles  S.  Dr.  ,G^rthshore  was^  left  iheir 
guardian,  &c.  The  writer  of  this  article  has  been  toJd  that 
in  his  house,  in  St.  Martin's  lane,  is  a  picture  of  the  young 
ladies,  practising  with  ^  bow  and  arrows,  while  he  and  Mra. 
Berry  are  superintending  their  sports.  Mrs.  B.  after  her  fair 
pupils  had  grown  up,  relinquished  her  charge,  with  infinite  credit 
to  herself,  and  becoming  tlie  wife  of  Mr.  Godfrey,  an  opulent 
^lerawt^  Ms  «ver  since  lived  in  great  respect. 
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during  a  contest  with  a  man  of  war  belonging  to 
4he  enemy ;  after  she  had  been  grappled,  thcjre  was 
some  danger  lest  she  should  escape,  but  this  was 
prevented  by  the  resolute  conduct  of  young  Berry, 
who  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  the  boarders, 
jumped  into  and  obliged  her  to  surrender.  On  the 
report  of  his  captain  to  the  Admiralty,  a  lieutenant's 
commission  became  the  reward  of  his  gallantry; 
this  occurred  in  the  beginning  of  1794,*  he  being 
the  sixteenth  on  the  list  that  year. 

Nearly  at  the  same  time,  another  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  the  display  of  his  courage  and  conduct. 
The  event  we  allude  to  has  been  perhaps  already 
anticipated  by  the  reader  :  we  /mean  the  glorious 
first  of  June  1794,  the  fruitful  parent  of  so 
many  naval  conquests,  when  Admiral  Earl  Howe 
obtained  a  decisive  victory  over  the  French  fleet, 
commanded  by  Vice  Admiral  Villaret  Joyeuse. 
After  the  intervention  of  another  sea  action,f  Lieu- 
tenant Berry  was  promoted  first  Master  and;];  Com- 
mander, and  then  on  May  6,  1797,  in  conjuoctioa 
with  Marsh,  Pulling,  since  drowned,  and  Prowse, 
waf  gazetted  as  postcaptain,  Mi^rch  6,  1797. 

It  ^BLS  during  the  sea  fight  just  alluded  to, 
that  Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent,  by  an  admirable 
effort  of  seamanship,  contrived  to  divide  the 
■ii  ■  »   .1     .  ■        III  I     ■ 

*  During  the  administratioQ  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 

t  The  battle  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  fought  Feb.  13, 1797^. 
•    X  ^^^  c^^^  af  officers,  whose  situation  is  often  peculiarly  hju-d, 
IB  known  by  the  appellation  of  Commander  only,  ia  consequence 
of  a  recent  regulation. 
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Spanish  line  of  ImttU,  wnd  obtain  at  09e  aod  tile 
aame  time,  an  easy  and  decisive  victory.  In  th^ 
second  place^  it  discovered  the  daring  intrepidity  of 
Lord  Nelson,  who  had  an  opportunity  to  signalise 
himself  \n  such  a  manner,  as  ever  after  to  he  looked 
up  to  as  a  commander  destined  to  add  nevir  honors  to 
the  British  Sag,  and  reap  immortal  laurels  £6r  hkir 
self.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  it  was  this  &mou» 
action  too  which  first  afforded  Captain  Berry*  an 

*  He  was  first  Lieutenant  of  the  Captain  (Commodore  Horatio 
Nelson)  on  the  memorable  Mth  of  February,  1797;  was  also  th# 
first  man  who  boarded  the  S^7i  Nicolas  of-  84  guns,  by  jump^ 
log  into  her  mizen  chains^  and  afterwards  assisted  his  Com* 
Blander  to  enter  the  San  Josef^  of  112  guns^  which  he  took 
charge  of, 

St.  TInceut,  Feb.  Mth/l 797: 
Memorandum  of  Commoiore,  afterwards.  Jdmiral  Lord  i^elsorti 

"  At  one,  P.  M.  the  captain  having  passed  the  sternmost  of  the 
enemy's  sliips,  ^jphicb  formed  their  vfln,  ^d  piirt  of  their  centra^ 
.consisting  of  fourteen  sail  of  the  line^  they  on  the  larboard,  we 
on  the  starboard  tack,  the  Admiral  (Sir  John  Jervis  afterwards 
Earl  St.  \'incent,)  made  the  signal  to  tack  in  succession.  The 
ships  which  1  kne\^  wefe  the  Santissima  Trinidhda,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  gnns,  San  Josef,  of 'o»e  huodreii;  and  twdt6^ 
Salvadoi"  delMuodo,  of  one  hundred' and  sei^enttev  San  NieQh9> 
of  eighty  5  another  ^rst/ sate,  and  a  spvcDty-four,  name  unknown, 

'*  For  near  aa  hour,  did  the  Culloden's  captain  support  thi>, 
not  only  apparently,  but  really  unequal  contest ;  when  the  Blen- 
*heim  passrng  between  us  and  ll>e enemy,  gave  us  a  respite  and^iek- 
ened  the  Dons.  At  this  time,  tbe  Captain  having  lost  her  fore-f op- 
niast,  not  a  sail,  shroud,  nor  rope-  lefl>  her  wheel  away,  and  in-- 
capable  of  further  service,  in  the  line  or,  in  cba«ey  I  directed  Cap- 
tain Miller  to  put  the  hdim  a  staiboardj  and  palling  fc^r  the  boardr 
ers,  ordered  them  to  board. 
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4^p^vmity  to  distinguish  faimself^  in  the  eyes  as  it 
were  of  the  whole  nation^  and  also  recommendetj 

•'^  The  soldiers  ''of  the  6gih  with  an  alacrity  which  will  ever  do 
4beni  credit,  and  Lieutenant  Pearson  of  th6  satjie  regiment,  were 
almost  Che  foremost  in  this  service.  The  first  man  who  jumped 
into  the  enemy^s  mizen-chains  tbas  Captain  Berry,  late  my  first 
fAeutenant.  (Capt.  Miller  was  in  the  act  of  going  also,  but  I  desir*- 
ed  him  to  remain ;)  he  was  supported  by  our  spritsail  yard,  which 
lioc^ced  in  the  mizzen  rigging.  A  soldier  of  the  sixty  ninth  re- 
i;iment  Jbiaving  broken  the  upper  quarter  gallery  window,  I 
jumped,  in  myself,  ^d  was  followed  by  tjthers  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. 

'^  I  found  the  cabin  doors  fastened,  and  some  Spanish  officers 
fired  therr  pistols  i  but  haviag  broken  open  the  doors,  the  soldiers 
iired,  and  the  Spanish  brigadier  (Commodore,  with  a  distinguish- 
ing pendaot),  fell  as  retreating  to  the  quarter  deck. 

''  I  pushed  imnaiediately  onwards  for  the  quarter  deck,  where  I 
found  Captain  Berry  in  possession  of  the  poop,  and  the  Spanish 
<nsign  hauling  down.  I  passed  with  tny  people  and  t-ieutenant 
Pearson,  on  the  larboard  gang- way  to  the  forecastle,  where  I  . 
met  two  or  three  Spanish  officers,  prisoners  to  my  seamen  :  they 
4eltvered  me  their  swords.  A  lire  of  pistols,  or  musket?  opening 
from  the  adnvrafs  stern  gallery,  the  San  Josef,  I  directed  the  soU 
diers  to  fire  into  her  siern,  and  calling  ta  Captain  Miller,  ordered 
hini  to  send  more  aien  to  tiie  San  Nicholas,  and  directed  my  peo- 
ple to  board  the  first  rate,  which  was  done  in  an  instant ;  Captain 
Berry  assisting  me  into  the  main  cfhains.  At  this  moment  a  Spani«>i» 
officer  looked  over  Ae  quarts  deck  rail,  and  3aid  they  jmrren*- 
dieted. 

♦*  From  this  most  welcome  intelligence,  it  was  not  long  before  I 
was  on  the  quarter  deck,  where  the  Spanish x:aptakn,witi\  a  bow,  pre* 
rented  me  his  sword,  and  said  the  admir^  was  dying  of  his  wounds, 
i  asked  him  on  his  honour  if  the  ship  was  surrendered  5  he  declared 
she  was ;  on  which  I  gave  him  my  hand,  and  desired  him  to  call 
-on  bis  officers  and  ship's  company,  and  tell  them  of  it,  and  on  the 
4^uajrter  iecjf  of  a  Spanish  first  rate,  extravagant  as  tkk  story  tnay 
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hfm  to  the  notice  of  the  hero  just  named^  who  lik« 
himself  had  been  once  unknown  and  unfriended, 
and  like  him  too  had  been  transferred  from  on  board 
a  merchantman  to  a  man  of  war. 

The  moment  Captain  Berry  had  attained  the 
rank  of  captain^  he  was  singled  out  both  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  Rear  Admiral  Nelson,  to 
accompany  the  latter  in  the  expedition  against  the 
island  of  Teneriffe.  They  had  formerly  acquired 
glory ;  wealth  was  now  the  principal  object  of  this 
adventure,  and  the  wines  and  fruits,  and  tre^isures 
of  the  Canjiries,  for  a  while  solaced  the  thoughts, 
and  became  the  subject  of  the  dreams  of  the  Britisl]( 
sailor^,  who  served  on  this  expedition. 

They  accordingly  left  the  grand  fleet,  July  15, 
1797,  and  after  the  lapse  of  only  nine  days,  this  ar- 
mament, consisting  of  three  sail  of  the  line,  one 
fifty, -one  forty-four  gun  ship,  two  frigates,  9.  bomb-r 
ketch  and  ^  cutter,  appeared  before  Santa  Cruz, 
and  landing  a  body  of  men,  including  1000  marines, 
obtained  immediate  possession  of  it.  But  being 
destitute  of  battering  cannon,  they  were  foiled  in 
their  attempt  on  the  fort,  and  a  storm  coniing  on, 
the  troops  would  assuredly  have  been  obliged  to 
surrender,  -had  not  both  the  Spanish  officers  and 

seem,  did  I  receivfi  the  swords  of  vanqi^shed  Spaniards,  which  a<  / 
received,  J  gavei  to  WiUiam  Fearnetf,  one  of  my  iargemen,  who  put 
them  with  the  greatest  s(ingfr6id  v,nder  his  arm. . 

**  I  was  surrounded  by  Captain  Beny,  Lieutenant  Pearson  of 
the  69th  regiment,  John  Sykes,  John  Thomson,  Francis  Ccoke^ 
(all  old  Agamemnons,)  and  several  o(her  brave  xnen,  seaoi^n  axkl 
jlpldiers.    Thu^  fell  their  ships.'! 
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soldiers  been  palsied  by  the  nature  of  a  despotic  go- 
vefnment,  which  holds  out  but  little  encourage- 
ment to  energy,  and  delighte  rather  in  the  reward^ 
of  baseness  than  of  valour. 

Captain  Berry  was  in  the  boat  with  Admiral 
Nelson,  when  an  unfortunate  shot  shattered  the 
arm  of  the  latter,  and  rendered  amputation  neces- 
sary. This  circumstance  afforded  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  a  compliment  to  the  subject  of  this 
memoir^  worthy  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity^ 
and  which  appears  rather  to  be  an  anecdote  bor- 
rowed from  the  pages  of  Plutarch,  than  a  bon  mot 
of  the  present  da)  * 

When  his  friend  and  commander.  Sir  Horatio 
Nelson,  was  dispatched  by  Earl  St.  Vincent  to 
Egypt,  we  find  Captain  Berry  acting  as  his  captain, 
on  board  ^he  flag-ship,  the  Vanguard  of  74  guns. 
After  encountering  a  severe  storm,  which  called  forth 
all  the  patience  and  seamanship  of  the  respective 
oflScers,  and  being  joined  by  Captain  Trowbridge, 
in  the  CuUoden,  with  ten  sail  of  the  line,  th«  very 
prospect  of  which  reinforcement  had  induced  the 
admiral  to  embrace  Berry  on  the  quarter  deck, 
they  sailed  in   quest  of  the  famous  French  fleet. 


*  h  has  been  said,  that  when  Admiral  (then  Sir  Horatio 
Nelson),  was  presented  to  the  King,  at  the  levee,  his  Majesty 
was  pleased  to  compliment  him  on  his  exploits,  after  which  he 
ctnciuded  his  eulogium  with  condoling  the  gallant  Commander 
on  the  OSS  of  one  of  his  limbs.  On  this,  luming  round  to 
Captain  Berry,  who  had  accompanied  him,  he  introduced  him  to 
his  Majesty,  with  the  remark,  **  that  he  had  not  experienced 
great  loss,  as  this  officer  was  his  right  hand  1" 
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incumbered  witli  the  troops  of  Bonaparte^  and 
fraught  with  t\ie  fate  of  Egypt,  Having  arriy^d 
a  second  time  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile^  on  the  ist 
of  August,  1798,  a  battle  which  will  be  oyer  ma^ 
niorable  in  history,  immediately  ensued,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  have  been  yery  ably  narrated  by  th^ 
subject  of  the  present  memoir.*, 

We  shall  not,  on  this  occasion,  recapitulate  the 
occurrences  of  this  brilliant  actioo,  but  it  is  proper 
here  to  remark,  that  when  the  gallant  Nelson  was 
fstruck  by  langridge  shot,  which  cut  the  dtin  off  hk 
forehead,  so  as  to  coyer  his  fisice,  Jiis  captain  caught 
him  in  his  arms,  and  sent  him  down  to  the  cockpit, 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  a  wound,  deemed 
mortal.  Being  then  the  chief  officer  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  Vanguard,  Captain  Berry  perceiving, 
notwithstandmg  the  darkness,  that  Le  Spartiate  of 
74  guns,  and  700 'men^  was  dismantled,  he  seat 
Lieutenant  Galway,  with  a  party  of  piarines,  to 
take  possession  of  her,  aud  the  latter  soon  after 
delivered  the  French  comniander's  sword  to  his  ad^ 
miral,  who  at  this  moment  experienced  ^eat  agony. 
Jlis  sufferings,  however,  were  greatly  alleviated, 
pn  hearing  from  this  officer  thut  the  victory  w^ 
decided ;  and  when  Berry  <H>iBii3u»icated  at  ten 
minutes  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  that  the  L'Orient, 
the  French  adnair^l's  ship  was  on  fire,  he  got  on 
,  ^ck,  and  ordered  out  his  only  remaining  boat> 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  lives  of  such  of  the 
"^  "  *     ■  .11 1    I         ■  III  I,.,., .1  ■■     III  I'll*  II    1 1 ,  ■■  .,1 1  I ,.  1.11, 1 1  y 

*  See  Harrison's  J^ik  pf  Lord  Nelson,  vol.  1,  p.  5^60. 
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crew  as  haci  escaped  the  A^xaes,  and  wcipe  io  the 
water  previously  to  the  explosioo^  which  mon  fol- 
lowed. 

Here  follows  an  extract  of  a  letter  fi*oia  Lord 
Nelson  to  Earl  St.  Vincent^  dated  ^'  Vanguard, 
off  the  Nile,  August  U,  17«8/'  which  ^iU  serw 
to  convey  an  idea  of  the  estimation  in  which  he 
iield  this  officer : 

''  The  support  and  assistance  I  have  received  {i\im  Captain 
Berry  cannot  be  sufficiently  expressed.  I  was  wounded  in  the  head^ 
3nd  obliged  to  be  carried  off  the  deck,  and  the  servico  suffered  no 
loss  by  that  event.  Captain  Berry  was  fully  equal  to  the  important 
service  then  going  on,  and  to  him  I  must  beg  leave  to  roler  you 
for  every  information  relative  to  the  victory.  He  will  present  yoa 
with  the  flag  of  the  second  in  command,  that  of  the  Commaodor 
in  Chief  having  been  burnt  in  th#  TOrient. 

'  *'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,'  &c. 

"  HORATIO  NELSON.- 

Captain  Berry  was  accordingly  seat  in  an  old 
forty-gun  ship,  the  Leander,  Captain  Thompson, 
with  an  official  dispatch,  containing  the  particu- 
lars of  the  victory,  directed  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean;  unfortu- 
nately, however,  this  vessel  was  intercepted  by 
Le  GeneretiXy*  of  74  guns,  off  the  island  of  Candia, 
August  16,  1798. 


^ — , — _ 

«  This  ship  had  escaped  after  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  and  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Lejoille,  who  had  gOO  men  on  board, 
of  whom  100  were  killed  and- 180  wounded.  The  L^mdef-  had 
35  killed  and  58  wounded. 
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At  anj  other  time^  or  witli  any  other  men^  aa 
immediate  surrender  would  have  been  dictated  by 
the  cool  resolves  of  prudence ;  but  the  heroes  of 
the  Nile,  glorying  in  their  late  conquest^  were  not 
likely  to  listen  to  any  other  counsel  than  what  was 
suggested  to  them  by  their  own  courage.     Not- 
withstanding they  were  50  men  short  of  their  com* 
plement^  a  bloody  and'desperate  action  accordiogly 
enEued^  in  the  course  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
memoir^  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  splinter  from  a 
human  skull^  and  covered  over  with  the  blood  and 
brains  of  the  dead  and  dyings  was  obliged,  reluct- 
antly, to  consent  to  surrender. 

Meanwhile  the  intelligence  of  the  victory  had 
been  brought  home  by  Captain  Capel,  on  which 
honours  of  every  kind  were  decreed  to  the  conque- 
rors. Captain  Berry,  after  his  exchange,  was 
knighted  by  his  Sovereign,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
metropolis  was  at  the  same  time  presented,  in  a 
gold  box  of  one  hundred  guineas  value.  Oo  the 
latter  occasion,  Mr.  Chamberlain  Clarke  compli- 
mented him  in  a  set  speech,  in  the  course  of  v^hich 
it  was  observed,  ''  that  the  city  of  London  was  par- 
ticularly  hap;-}^,  on  this  occasion,  to  celebrate  the 
magnanimity  of  one  of  its  own  citizens." 

After  residing  some  time  at  Kensington  with  his 
mother,  now  again  a  widow.  Sir  Edvvatd  repaired 
to  Eatb,  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  the  waters, 
and  restoring  bis  health.  On  his  recovery,  he  de* 
termined  to  marry,  and  having  been  lately  left  * 
small  fortune  by  an  uncle  who  had  resided  fliaDj 
^'cars  in  India,  and  being  now  in  the  way  of  prefer- 
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ment,  he  was  united  to  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Foster, 
of  Norwich,  and  thus  Lady  Berry  became  his  wife'  . 
las  well  as  his  cousin  german. 

lii  the  autumn  of  1799,  Sir  Edward  Repaired 
once  more  to  the  Mediterranean,  as  captain  of  Lord 
Nelson's  flag-ship.  Oa  this  occasion  he  took  his 
passage  on  board  the  Bull-dog,  and*  on  rcgoining 
the  Foudroyant,  Lieutenant  (now  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy),  who  had  commanded  during  his  absence. 
Was  placed  in  the  Princess  Charlotte. 

While  his  gallant  friend  and  commander  the  hero 
of  the  Nile,  was  at  Naples,  the  flag-ship  was  sent 
with  a  small  squadron  under  Captain  Manly  Dixon, 
partly  to  assist  ii|  the  reduction  of  Malta,  and  partly 
to  prevent  th^  escape  of  the  thirteenth,  and  last  pf 
th^  line-of-battle  ships  of  the  famous  French  squa- 
dron, fitted  out  for  the  conquest  of  Egypt.  The 
English  proved  fortunate  in  both  instances,  and  it 
will  be  seen  frona  the  two  following  communications, 
the  latter  of  which  is  an  able  professional  letter,  that 
the  subject  of  the  present  memoir  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  present,'  and  to  take  an  active  part  ia 
the  fight,  which  terminated  with  the  surrender  of 

Rear  Admiral  Decres. 

-    -  ,  -. 

LETTER  I. 

'^Foudroyant,  30tli  March,  1800. 
*'  My  dear  Lord, 

''  I  had  but  one  wish ;  it  was  for  you.     After  a  most  gal- 
lant defence,  LeGuilliaume  Tell  surrendered,  and  she  is  completely 
4»masted. 
^J  The  Foudroyant's  lower  masts,  and  main  top-mast  are  stand- 
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iog :  but  evwy  roll  i  eipectihem  to  go  over  the  side,  tkey  ireio 
touch  shattered.  I  was  slightly  hurt  in  the  f€)ot ;  and  I  fw  about 
forty  men  are  badly  wounded,  besides  the  killed,  which  you  shall 
Iwow  hereafter.  All  hands  behaved  as  you  would  have  wished. 
*'  How  we  prayed  for  you,  God  knows,  and  your  sincere  and 
faithfiil  friend,  ^  fi.  Bt^RT." 

Kom  the  seooad  Letter  of  the  same  date,  ve  shall  here  giv0  «ni 
or  two  extracts : 

*'lVIy  dear  Lord, 

'*■  Had  you  been  a  partaker  with  me  of  the  glory,  everj 
\^ish  would  have  been  gratified.  How  very  often  I  went  into 
your  cabin  last  night,  to  ask  if  we  were  doing  right,  for  I  had  do* 
tklng  to  act  upon !  ^  ' 

*'  I  thought  that  one  rfiip  had  got  out  of  La  Valette,  but  I  dij 
not  know  which.  The  Minorca  hailed  me  after  I  had  slipped, 
and  said  Captain  Blackwood  believed  an  enemy^s  ship  had  passed 
on  the  starboard  tack.  The  wind  was  south.  I  came  aft  and 
considered  for  two  minutes  5  which  determined  me  to  stand  m 
the  starboard  tack,  one  point  free.  This  ^  was  at  three  quarten 
past  twelve. 

'*  After  hearing  guns  on  shore,  and  seeing  rockets  thrown  ijp# 
the  night  remarkably  dark,  could  just  carry  single  reefed  top- 
sails, top-gallant  sails,  gib,  and  main  top-mast  stay-sails.  M 
one,  heard  guns  to  eastward,  saw  false  fires  5  then  some  rockets. 
Put  the  helm  up;  brought  these  rockets  and  false  lires,  to  bear 
two  points  on  the  weath^  bow ;  could  then  carry  ij^yal  and  top- 
gallant sails,  and  reefed  fore  top-mast  studding  sail.  Got  Jier  t§ 
go  ten  and  a  half,  and  eleven  knots  occasionally. 

^'  Every  now  and  then  I  saw  the  flashes  of  guns  5  kept  steering 
a  steady  course  eastward  -,  set  the  lower  atudding-sails  occasionally^ 
frequently  obliged  to  take  in  the  royal  and  top-gallant  stay-sails. 
Was  convinced  at  three  o'clock  there  was  a  running  fight  of  some 
sort.  Thought  jt  never  would  be  day -light.  Praying  earnestly 
for  you  to  fly  on  boar<i. 

"  At  last  day-light  came  :  Saw  a  ship  firing  into  a  ship  with 
the  main  and  mizen  top-mast  gone  ;  and  a  ship  going  athwart  hcT, 
firing.     She  wore,  and  the  Lion  was  to  leeward;    At  this  to« 
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Aer,  !|u^iwUg'iii|ggiBg  much  cut,  and  appeared  very  uBgoremafcle  f 
fitmgopcasicmaWy  at  the  Williata  Tell ;  ivfeich  I  was  surprised  ia 
see  was  not  returned  by  the  enemy  as  they  were  within  gun  shot. 

"'Bat  jt  was  n6t  long  ere  I  had  good  reason  to  know,  that  a 
t»09i  tremetk^tma  broadside  was  reserved^  for  me.  Begun  to 
shorten  sailj  hauled  the  main-sail  up^  and  had  every  gun  loaded 
wltli  three  round  shot.  She  was  on  the  ki'board,  I  on  the  star- 
k>ard  tack  j  I  therefore  steeijed,  as  if  naeaning  to  go  to  windward 
of  her :  but  determined  to  go  close  to  leewatd,,  kept  the  weather 
keohds  of  the  main  and  mizen  topsail  liftings  and*  at  six  backed 
Ae  miiefn  top-sail,  running  as  close  aa  possible  to  avoid  touching. 
'  ^'  1  wenten  the  gangway,  and  desired  the  French  adnwral,  whom 
I  distinctly  saw,  to  stifike )  whrch  he  answered  by  brandishing  his 
sword,  and  firing  a  musket  at  me  ^  he  fired  a  most  tremendeus 
iJroadsidflf  in,  of  round,  grape,  musketry,  aiKi  langridge  !  Tha 
good  efiects  of  being  so  close  was  madif^st.  It  was  only  our  saik 
'  and  rigging  tbat  suffered  cpnsideraWy,,  as  not  one  running  rope 
Was'left* 

*'  But  if  what  we  received  was  tremeiidous,  our  return  was-fu* 
ficAis  5  and  not  i&  be  stood  against  but  by  detenniijed  veterans. 
The  obvious  dfocti  silenced  his  muskeftry,  but  not  the  great  guns ; 
though  we  could  distinctly  hear  the  shot  crash  through  her,  and 
the  main*-mfiist  began  to  totter. 

"  Fortunately  I  kept  way  on  the  Foudroyant  j  and  was,  though 
Itfith  itifinHe  Idifficulty  able  to  wear,  arid  give  him  as  complete  a 
d6se  from  the  larboard  as  we  had  done  from  the  starboard  side  -, 
and  down  came  his  mam  mast.  The  action  then  jcontinued  with 
Ipreaf  <A)ttinacy,  A  man  in  the  height, of  the  fire,  nailed  the  French 
ensign  on  the  stump  of  the  main  mast.  By  this  time  our  fore 
top- sail  was  over  tte  side,  main  top-sail  down,  yards  shot  away, 
imzen-top  gallant-mast  and  main  sail — indeed  every  sail  in  tatters. 

*^  The  enemy's  mizen  top-mast  was  gone  ^  which  enaWed  him 
to  wear  and'  to  draw  a^head  (^  us.  His  men  were  on  deck  very 
active  in  clearing  away  the  \Vreck,  regardless  of  the  fire)  and 
they  fixed  a-  small  FrencK  admiral's  flag  on  the  stump  of  the 
mizen  mast,  over  another  ensign  that  was  nailed  there,  which 
seemed  to  bid  defiance  to  us.    At  half  past  seven  we  had  sepa- 
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fated  d  little  a- head  to  his  stern.  The  Liort  gaVe  him  many 
broadsides ;  but  he  preferred  firing  at  us,  when  a  gun  would 
bear. 

*'  1  threw  out  the  Penelope's  pendants,  who  had  just  r^ed  the 
enemy,  and  got  her  within  hail;  and  begged  that  Blackwood 
would  take  me  in  tow>  and  get  me  once  more  close  along  side 
the  William  Tell,  which  he  was  in  the  act  of  performing — ^for 
when  I  watched  a  favourable  moment  to  call  the  people  from  the 
main-deck  guns,  and  filled  the  main  sail,  and  secured  the  mizen 
mast ;  and  with  a  few  rugs  forward  (the  sprit-sail  yard,  jib-boom, 
Sfc.  being  all  shot  away),  got  her  before  the  wind,  and  had  the 
happiness  to  get  once  more  close  along  side  of  her— the  action 
then  began  again  with  more  obstinacy  than  before. 

**  Our  guns  were  admirably  well  served  and  well  directed 
crashing  through  and  through  her.  At  eight  I  began  to  think 
they  were  determined  to  sink  rather  than  surrender ;  as  she  b^gan 
to  settle  in  the  water,-  tilj  her  foremast  went  over  her  side : 
when,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  the  gallant  Decres  struck,  haviag 
four  hundred  kilted  and  wounded,  as  the  prisoners  report. 

*'  I  felt  rny  heart  expand,  when  I  took  this  brave  man  by  the 
hand ;  happy  to  find  he  had  survived  so  much  honour,  when  yoa 
consider  the  superior  force  of  three  ships — ^the  Lion,  the  Fou- 
droyant,  Penelope,  and  the  two  brigs  in  company  with  the  Strom- 
bolo. 

•*  I  sent  Lieutenant  Bolton  to  take  possession  of  t&e  prize  j  but 
as  I  had  great  difficulty  in  floating  our  boat.  Captain  Blackwood's 
oflacer  got  there  before  him.  The  Admiral  of  course  he  carried  to 
the  Lion,  being  the  Commander  3  but  I  hope  our  ofiicers  will  get 
promoted  for  it. 

*'  You  will  see  the  letter  I  liave  written  you  on  this  subject  is 
with  a  view  of  your  enclosing  it  to  Lord  Spencer,  if  you  approve 
of  it.  You  know  how  to  distribute  my  best  wishes  and  regards  to 
all  your  party  j  and  that  I  am,  my  very  dear  Lord,  your  affection- 
ate and  faithful  <'  E.  BERRY." 

Foudroyant,  at  sea.  Cape  ^assard.  North  by  East,  8  or  9  leagues, 
$Olh  March,  1800. 
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Soon  after  this.  Sir  Edward  conveyed  the  Queen^ 
and  part  of  the  royal  family  of  Naples,  from  Pa- 
lermo to  Leghorn,  on  which  occasion  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  valuable  diamond  ring^  enclosed  in  a 
gold  box. 

During  the  short  peace  that  ensued,  being  unem- 
ployed, he  passed  his  time  in  the  bosom  of  his  fa- 
mily. On  the  renewal  of  the  war,  he  was  aroused 
at  the  call  of  friendship  and  his  country,  for  hav- 
ing offered  his  service,  he  was  immedis^ely  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Agamemnon  of64guus,  and 
soon  after  placed  himself  under  the  flag  of  Admiral 
Lord  Nelson.  At  the  ever  memorahle  battle  of 
Trafalgar,  in  which  that  hero  perished  in  the  arms 
of  victory,  October  21,  1805,  Captain  Sir  Edward 
Berry's  pendant  was  the  8th  in  the  British  van,  or 
weather  column,  and  he,  as  usual  on  this  occasion^ 
justified  the  hopes  that  had  been  formed  of  him. 

In  consequence  of  his  conduct  then,  and  also 
by  way  of  reward  for  his  former  services,  he  ob- 
tained a  patent  of  baronetage,  as  Sir  Edward  Berry 
of  Catton,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  which  bears 
date  November  11th  1806.  His  uniform  is  also 
adorned  with  a  gold  medal,  and  his  name  inscribed 
•a  the  register  of  the  Patriotic  Fund. 
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THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLfi 

SPENCER    PERCEVAL,  M.A. 

CHA^CEVLOn  OF  THE  £XCH£q[tj£R« 

FREDERIC  tbc  Grtat,  of  Prussia,  wa»  ac*«s- 
t^Red  to  obserye  io  h»  familiar  momenta,  that  the 
ibofit  pleading  dream  an  European  sovereigti  could 
enjoy,  \^as  that  in  which  he  might  suppose  himsfelf 
king  of  France !  As  for  Us,  yte  reallj  tbinkr 
that  the  finest  flight  of  iHiagination  on  the  part  of 
ai  British  subject^  attached,  to  order^  an  advocate  for 
rational  liberty,  and  deeply  iol^bued  M'ith  true  pa- 
triotism, would  be  to  eoneeiVe  himself  a  minister  of 
England. 

Shaking  off  all  low  and  gf dyelling  k^terests,,  lik# 
"  dew  drops  from  the  lion's  ililne ;'"  whfrt  saliltary 
changes  might  he  not  suggest,  how  many  necessary 
leforms  might  he  not  effect,  and  what  a  harvest  of 
glory  could  he  not  reap^  during  the  administration' 
of  only  a  few  fleeting  hours.  ^Methtnks  I  behold 
t^e  hydra  of  corruption  trampled  midtr  bis  footy 
and  the  serpents  of  influence  writhing  beneath  th^ 
salutary  efforts  of  his  manly  arm.  Tlie  Herculean 
labour  soon  strips  the  filthy  the  film,  and  the  sloi^fa 
of  more  than  a  hundred  years  duration  from  the 
noble  gothic  arch  erected  by  our  Saxon  ancestors^ 
and  the  goodly  pile  once  more  greets  the  eye,  and 
gratifies  the  proud  heart  of  every  Briton.  The 
broad  and  ample  foundations,  no  longer  encumber- 
ed with  a  mock  representation  of  strength  an'd  ma- 
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jesty,  display  the  original  rustic  base,  on  wbicli 
the  repose  and  happiness  of  millions  depend; 
above  this,  in  equal  order  and  graceful  propor- 
tions, rises  the  aristocratieal  portion  of  the  structure, 
t^hile  the  regal  key-stone,  surmounting  the  well- 
proportioned  mass,  adds  to  its  dignified  appearance/ 
and  by  at  once  strengthening  and  adorning  the 
fabric,  renders  the  whole  complete.  May  some 
great  political  architect  arise,  and  render  this  vision 
a  reality ! 

Mr.  Perceval,  a  minister  of  whom  we  are  now 
about  to  treat,  is  descended  from  a  very  ancient 
family,  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  his  an- 
cestors,* for  more  than  a  century,  have  been  en* 

*  The  philosopher,  who,  scorning  vulgar  prejndices,  rise* 
above  his  age  and  his  country,  by  considering  merit  as  merely 
personai  but  not  hereditary,  looks  doubtless  with  contempt  on 
those  pretensions  which  prop  up  human  vanity,  by  a  recurrence 
lo  the  actions  and  renown  of  others.  Yet  as  one  of  the  imme- 
diate progenitors  of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  John 
Perceval,  second  Earl  of  Egmont,  has  been  at  great  pains  in  hit 
splendid  work,  entitled,  ''  The  History  of  the  House  of  Iv6ttry," 
iti  which  he  was  assisted  by  Anderson,  author  of  **  The  Royai 
Genealogies,"  and  Mr.  Whiston  of  the  Tennis  Court,  to  reflect 
celebrityv  on  himself  and  his  successors,  we  shall  here  takt  some 
pains  to  give  an  abridged  account  of  the  whole. 

It  is  contended  (Vol.  I.  fol.  ?.)  that  this  femily  originalljr  sprung 
fibm  Robert;  a  younger  son  of  Eudes,  sovereign  Duke  of  Britanny 
in  France.  Having  been  transplanted  into  Normandy,  they  were 
"  possessed  of  the  castle  of  Yvery  at  the  Conquest,  and  invested  with 
the  office  of  hereditary  butler  of  Ae  duchy.  It  appears  3ho, 
that  either  iftfkenced  by  glory,  or  the  hopes  of  spoil,^two  of 
kis  family,  Robert  and  Roger  de  Yvery,  accompanieji  WilHtutb* 
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p^^td,  \iko  hito96\f,  in  wme  fihape  t>r  anotlier  in 
ptibHc  ^ffairs^  hut  chiefly  in  the  collection  of  this 
ceveiHies  of  the  sister  kingdom.     The  first  rf  tbetn^ 

First  te  Eoglaiid  j  from  tlie  former  of  these,  ii  thought  to  be  de-* 
scended  the  present  Earl  of  Egmont,  and  it  is  not  a  little  remark- 
ably of  the  latter,  that  having  entered  into  a  compact  cemented  by 
an  oath  with  Richard  D*Oily,  another  of  the  invaders,  to  be  joint 
sharers  in  this  adventure;  they  mutually  divided  several  of  the 
Saxon  estates,  obtained  eiilier  by  marriage  or  conferred  by  th# 
sword,  between  them. 

Ascelin  GoueJ,  called  also  Goud  de  Percheval,  and  Gouel  de 
Yvery,  was  sumamed  Lupus,  whence  the  English  title  of  Lovel 
has  been  taken,  engaged  in  the  petty  wars  of  Normandy,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  quarrel  with  the  Earl  of  Breteuil,  who  wished  to 
pnnish  his  youngest  brother  William,  for  ravishing  a  woman  at 
Pacey,  a  town  belonging  to  kim. 

Hobert,  lu$  eldest  son,  notwithstanding  recent  obHgatidnB,  in 
11 19,  took  arms  aga'mst  King  Henry  I.  in  conjuaction  with  other* 
Qudecontents,  and  appears  to  have  been  deprived  of  bis  lordship 
of  Yvery  on  account  of  his  rebellion  5  ©u  this  hie  changed  skka> 
attack^  hfs  former  allies^  and  ever  after  remained  a  loyal  subj^l. 

His  Bcxt  brother,  William  Gouel  de  Perceval,  sumamed  also 
LkpeUns,  or  the  little  weif,  on  his  damise  inimediately  engaged! 
in  araa«  ^inst  the  king ;  .but  the  insurgents  having  been  ibiaer- 
a^Jy  beaten  at  tlie  bottle  of  Thuroid,  the  Lord  of  Yvery  was  t^ti 
prisoner  by  a  peasant.  He  however  bribed  him  with  bis  anas  (a 
,  aUow  hiai  toescape,  and  having  been  shaved,  reached  the  banks 
of  the  Seine }  but  as  he  was  destitute  of  money,  be  was  ol^ed  to 
give  his  shoes*  to  the  boatman,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  '*  VC" 
tttTAed  iunne  bare-footed/*  It  was  he  vvho  completed  the  castle ' 
of  Kary  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and,  m  conjunction  with  other 
l^ons,  manned  it  against  King  Stephen. 

To  him  succeeded  Henry  Lupellus  and  hisr  brother  WiUianH, 
j^^/oubriquet  was  softened  into  LoveL    The  son  of  the  latter-  • 
Jqiffk,  second  Lord  Lavd  (as  the  name  was  now  pronouiu^)* 
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who  went  to  Ireland  was  John  Lord  Lord,  fti  the 
request  of  Richard  II.  His  son  Francit  repaired 
thither  on  a  less  loyal  occasion. 

Richard  Perceval^  Lord  of  Sydenham,  horn  in 
1551^  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  parts,  which  in  the 
early  portion  of  his  life  were  equalled  at  least  by  his 


I  summoned  to  Bristol  4l8t  of  Henry  III.  to  attend  tho  Kiisg 
into  Wale?  5  and  John,  third  I^d  Lovel,  oC  Ticbmarsh,  w$f 
summoned  to  parliament  28th  of  Edward  11. 

John  Lord,  Lovel,  the  seventh  of  that  name,  was  a  knight  of  the 
garter,  and  after  joining  the  barons  against  the  king,  succoured  tho 
king  against  the  barons.  He  was  the  first  of  his  family  employed 
m  Ireland,  wbitiier  he  was  seut  twice  by  Richard  XL 

Fraaqis  Lcffd  lovel  and  Holknd,  peimving  that  his  father  Joha 
ninth  Lord  Lovel  and  Holland,  had  lost  greatly  by  his  attachment 
to  the  bouse  of  Lancaster,  cpurted  the  favour  of  the  bouse  pf  York, 
and  in  the  22nd  of  Edward  IV.  was  created  a  Viscount,  appointed 
lord  chamberlain  of  the  household,  constable  of  the  casde  of  Wal- 
liqgfbrd,  and  chief  butkr  pf  England.  He  afterwards  fted  from 
the  battle  of  Bosworth,  and  repaired  to  Ireland  in  the  service  of 
Lambert  Simnel,  the  counterfeit  puke  of  York,  &c.  for  all  which 
he  was  attaintad  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 

The  male  line  of  this  branch,  however,  was  still  continued  by 
William  Lord  Lovel,  of  Mordey,  and  his  son  Henry  having  beei^ 
killed  at  Dixmude,  the  miale  line  of  this  branch  also  became  ex^ 
tinguished  -,  on  this  Alice,  his  sister,  succeeded  to  the  baronies. 
Ice.  which,  together  with  the  hereditary  office  'of  lord  marshal  of 
Ireland,  she  conveyed  to  her  husband  Sir  William  Parker,  Knight^ 
Lonl  Morley  in  her  right.  Their'  lineal  descendant  and  6ole 
fiijale,^  was  ^ir  Philip  Parker,  k  Morley  Long,  Bart,  whose  sister, 
CSalharine  Parker,  becan^  tiifwHc  of.  John£nt  E^  ^f  |)gp#nt, 
•od  mother  to  ike  late  £arL 

Those  whp  do  not  possess  the  fupecl^i  soaroej  «nd  coitl  J  li^QlVPHt^ 
aUuded  to  aboye^  may  x^om  tp  Vol.  vlij«  ^  Q^lam*  P9Qrsg9, 
p.  13;. 
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indiicretien^  having  becone  acctdentally  acqilainted 
with  Lord  B^rlei^^  that  statesman  employed  him 
in  several  important  transactions^  and  it  was  he  who 
decypl^red  a  dispatch  *  from  the  court  of  Spain^ 
giving  the  firtft  regular  intimation  of  the  Armada. 
Her  Majesty  was  so  much  pleased^  that  he  was  no- 
minated Secretary  to  the  Court  of  Wards  in  Eng- 
landy  and  sent  to  Ireland  twice  with  a  view  of  ex- 
tending its  powers  there.  In  1616  he  was  nomi- 
nated register  of  that  courts  and  being  succeeded 
by  his  son  Sir  Philip,  who  obtained  a  reversionary 
grant  of  his  office,  the  latter,  at  the  same  time,  ob* 
tained  the  immense  estates  of  his  £&ther,  then  esti- 
mated at  4000/.  per  annum,  besides  60,000/.  in 
stock,  &c. 

This  knight  took  part  with  Charles  I  and  lost 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  fortune  during  the  trou- 
bles.^ He  appears,  however,  to  have  at  length 
yielded  to  the  stream  of  power  and  opinion,  when 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  oppose  them  with  anj 
prospect  of  success;  for  in  1641-2,  he  was  ap* 
pointed  commissary-general  of  the  Imh  army,  with 
a  salary  of  31.  7s.  6d.  per  day.  In  1642  he  was 
nominated  providore-gencral  of  the  horse,  and  be- 
gan to  be  considered  at  Oxford  as  a  *^  r6und-head;" 
in  1644  he  accepted  thej  offers  aiade  him  by  Pym 

.  *  It  appears  by  the  petitlcm  of  Sir  John  Perceval,  his  son,  after 
the  BestoratioD,  that  the  losses  of  hit  family,  between  the  yean 
1041  and  1060,  were  estimated  at  two  hclbdred  and  forty-eight 
thonsand  and  ^r  pounds,  nine  ahiltings  and  one  penny — anaste* 
lushing  sum  in  those  days ! 
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and  Holies^  in  consequence  of  which  he  became  a 
member  of  the  rump,  or  long  parliament^  and  dying 
in  1647^  was  buried  by  order  and  at  the  eipence 
of  that  body. 

Sir  John  Perceval^  his  eldest  son^  having  acquir 
cd  the  favour  and  esteem. of  Henry  Cromwell^  with 
whom  he  had  contracted  a  great  intimacy  at  Cam-* 
bridge^  was  sent  over  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught^  into  which  province>  by  his 
advice^  in  opposition  as  he  said^  to  other  more  vio* 
lent  measures^  the  unhappy  "  papists'^  against  whom 
both  he  and  his  father  appear^  in  conformity  to  the 
custom  of  the  times^  to  have  entertained  a  great 
enmity^  were  to  be  transplanted.  :  His  services  on 
this  occasion^  obtained  for  him  a  restoration  of  his 
estates,  as  well  as  of  the  offices  of  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
and  Common  Pleas. 

Soon  after  the  Protector's  dei^th,  he  was  at  great 
pains  to  prevail  on  his  friend  Richard  Cromwell  to 
resign  his  power,  tfnd  on  the  return  of  the  secluded 
members  to  parliament^  he  was  appointed  Clerk  of 
the  Crown,  Prothonotary  of  the  Common  Pleas^ 
and  Keeper  of  the  Public  Accounts  in  Ireland. 

As  he  had  profited  by  all  former  changes  with , 
one  single  exception,  so  on  the  Revolution  he  was 
created  a  baconet,  with  this  remarkable  clause  in 
his  patent,  ''  that  the  eldest  son,  or  grandson,  shall 
exist  a  baronet  after  the  age  of  twenty- one  years, 
at  the  same  time  with  his  father  or  graudfalher/' 
In  1662  he  was  restored  io  the  place  of  Register  of 
the  Court  of  Wards,  and  afterwards  appointed  Re- 
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gister  of  the  Court  of  Claims^  a  commissioner  fof 
executing  the  act  of  explanation^  &c.  &c. 

Sir  John  PerceraU  his  son^  also  obtained  a  variety 
of  lucrative  ofQces  in  Ireland;  Sir  Edward^  hia 
grandson,  is  said  to  have  sustained  a  loss  to  the 
amount  of  40^0002.  during  the  disorders  subsequent 
to  the  Revolution  i  Sit  Jobn^  his  brother,  yfh0 
became  the  first  Earl  of  Egmont,  repaired  to  Ire- 
land wiUi  the  Duke  of  Ormond  in  170^,  and  iq 
1132  vras  appointed  President  under  the  charter 
for  peopling  the  province  of  Georgia, 

Dying  of  a  paralytic  affection  in  1748,  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  John,  second  and  late 
Barl  of  Egmont,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  the 
present  memoir.  After  receiving  a  good  educati<Hi 
at  home>  and  travelling  into  foreign  countries  in 
1741,  he  became  one  of  the  representatives  for  the 
city  of  Westminster.  In  1747  he  vrag  appointed 
otie  of  the  lords  of  the  bedchamber  to  Frederick;, 
Ute  Prince  of  Wales,  in  which  station  he  continued 
until  the  demise  of  that  prince.  On  the  accession 
of  his  present  Majesty,  Lord  E.  was  nominated  a 
Member  of  the  Privy  Council ;  in  1762  he  was 
called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers,  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Lovel  and  Holland,  two  baronies  forfeited  by 
the  attainder  of  Francis  Viscount  Lovel,  Ist  of 
Henry  VII,  Four  months  after  this,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Postmasters-general,  ^vd  ii| 
1763,*e  became  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  His 
Jufdship  f|ied  in  1770,  ^nd  had  by  his  first  wif^  five 
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«on8  and  two  daughters,  and  by  bis  second^  three 
sons  and  six  dau({:hters. 

The  Right  Honourable    Spencer  Perceval,   his 
Majesty's  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
second  son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Eg  liontofthekingdom 
of  Ireland,  and  Baron  Lovel  and  Holland  in   Eng*- 
land;  by  Catharine  Compton,*  sigter  to  Lord  North- 
ampton, was  born  at  his  father's  hduse  in  Audley- 
.  square^  Nov.   1,  1762.     He  was  named  after  his 
uncle  Spencer,  the  eighth  and  late  Earl  of  N.  ami 
as  his  father  enjoyed  tlie  friendship  of  Xord  Qute, 
the  Prt^niier,  during  whose  administration  he  pre- 
sided at  the  admiralty,  his  lordship  doubtless  enter^ 
tained   weli -founded    hopes,  that  his  sons  might 
aspire  for  the  highest  offices  in  the  state.     He  died, 
however,    of  a    paralytic   aflfection,    when  he  o»f   . 
iRrhom  we  now  treat,  was  only  eight  years  of  age, 
and  consequently   at  a^  period,  when,  instead  of 
being  included  in  the  "■  lives  and  characters  of  emi- 
»ent  men  in  England,*'  a  work  in  which  his  father 
was  actually  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  demise, 
young  Spencer  was  probably  reading  the  histories 
of  the  illustrious  men  of  Greece  and  Rome,  in  Eu* 
tropins.    ^  He  was  brought  up  at  Charlton  in  Kfent, ' 
where  his  father  had  a  house,  and  where  his  family,' 
becoming  acquainted  with  that  of  the  late  Genera) 

*  Tbis  lady,  on  the  lyth  of  May,  1/70,  was  created  a  peeress 
of  Ireland,  by  the  style  of  Lady  Arden,  Baroness  Arden,  of  Lohart 
Castle,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  &c.  to  hferself,  and  her  heirs  male. 
Her  ladyship  was  succeeded  by  her  eldest  son,  the  present  Lord  A/* 
who,  in  1802,  was  created  a  peer  of  £nglaQd,  '  •    ^ 
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Sir  Thomas  Wilson,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  two  of 
them  have  since  married  a  couple  of  his  lovely 
daughters.  At  a  proper  age  he  was  removed  to 
one  of  the  great  public  schools,*  whence  he  repair- 
ed to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  one  of  his 
progenitors  had  been  educated  witk  Henry,  son  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  and  v^as  arcontemporary  with  the 
Hon.  L.  SaviUe,  now  Earl  of  Scarborough  ;  the 
Hon,  L.  Dundas,  son  of  Lord  Dundas ;  and  Messrs. 
Garnet,  .Rippon,  Lefevre,  Owen,  Thornton^  &c. 
While  there.  Dr.  William  Lort  Man8ell,t  the  pre- 
sent Bishop  of  Bristol,  was  his  tutor  ;  but  we  do 
lK)t  find  his  name  among ''  Browne's'*  or  the  ''  Chan- 
cellor's medallists;''  the  "  Members,"  ^^  Seatonian," 
^'  Norrisian  prize  men/'  or  the  ^'  Triposes." 

Mr.  Perceval,  however,  obtained  the  d^ree  of 
IVf-  A.  which  shortened  the  road  to  the  bar,  for 
thither  he  .was  now.  hastening,  having  been  entered 
of  Lincoln's  Inn,  of  which  he  was  then  a  bencher: 
I^  coiiamenced  his  career  by  accompanying  the 
judges  through  the  midland  circuit  ;X    but  it  hat 

""  I.I   «i       ■  i.|  .  ■  ■■  >       I  ,       M  ■ 

*  Harrow. 

t  While  M.  A.  of  Trinity  in  1788,  Mr.  Mansd  was  elected 
publip  (H^tor,  and  afterwards  became  the  (lead  of  a  coUege^md  a 
dij^nitary  qf  tlie  churc(i. 

^  }  On  this  circuit  he  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Vaughan,  and 
firtt  distinguished  himself  on  the  trial  of  George  Thomas,  of 
Brackley,  in  Northamptonshire,  for  forgery,  against  whom  he  was 
ntained  as  counsel.  Mr.  Law,  now  Chief  Justice,  was  on  the 
otKer  sidd. 

At  this  period,  he  bad  chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  together, 
with  a  hpuse  in  Bedford-street,  opposite  Bedford-row,  whence  hi$ 
|imily  removed  to  Hampfitead.    . 
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been  said^  that  his  practice  was  never  very  exten- 
sive, either  there  or  in  Westminster-Hall.*  He 
was,  however,  considered  as  a  rising  man,  and  this 
was  soon  rendered  evident,  for  he  wa^  appoint- 
ed counsel  to  the  Admiraltj',  and  in  1799  he  obtained 
a  silk  gown,  but  without  a  patent  of  precedency. 
His  own  university  also  paid  him  a  high  compli- 
n^nt,  by  bis  nomination  as  one  of  its  two  counsel. 

From  this  period,  his  professional  preferments 
were  rapid,  for  in  1801  he  succeeded  Sir  William 
Grant,  the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls,  as  Solicitor, 
and  in  1S02  became  Attorney  General  in  the  place 
of  Sir  Edyv^ard  Law,  now  Lord  Ellenborough,  and 
Chief  Justice  ;  the  latter  office  he  held  until  Mr. 
Fox  and  Lord  Grenville  came  into  power  in 
1806- 

Mr.  Perceval,  long  before  this  (August  10th, 
1790)  had  paid  his  homage  atihe  shrine  of  wed- 
lock, by  an  union,  we  believe,  singularly  propitious, 
with  Miss  Jane  Wilson,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilson,  of  Charlton,  in  the 
county  of  Kept,  by  whom  alone  he  bids  fair  to  have 
as  mapy  children,  as  his  father  with  both  his  wives 
-wthe  number  was  sixteen.*  With  this  lady  he 
had  got  acquainted  early  in  life,  by  the  country 

*  He  began  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  then  removed  to  the 
court  of  Chancery. 

t  His  brother.  Lord  Arden,  in  1787  married  Margaret  Siiza- 
\)$th  Wilson,  the  eUer  daughter^ 
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scats  of  the  two  famiUes  bappedin^  Id  be  in  the 
same  j^arish^  as  has  been  already  iotimated. 

Meanwhile^  Mr.  Perceval,  partly  propelled  by 
his  own  ambition,  and  partly  by  the  spirit  6f  his 
original  destination,  had  determined  on  a  public 
parliamentary  life.  The  war  with  France  was  con- 
genial to  his  own  wishes,  as  well  as  those  of  his 
family;  aad  on  the  circuit  he  had  already  distin* 
guished  himself  by  his  zeal  in  the  management  of 
9ome  of  those  prosecutions,  by  means  of  which  an 
(tdministration  that  had  ceased  to  be  loTed^  sue* 
ceeded  in  rendering  itself  feared.  With  Mr.  Pitt, 
"We  believe,  he  was  but  dightly  acquainted ;  thai 
gentlemaii,  who  was  his  senior  by  three  years,  had 
been  a  Johmany  and  retired. from  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  before  the  latter  had  his  name  entered 
on  the  roll  of  Trinity  College.  We  have  been  in- 
formed indeed,  that  Mr.  Perceval,  who  greatly  ad- 
mired his  eloquence,  and  generally  seated  himself 
in  the  gallery,  wlien  he  spoke,  first  recommended 
bimself  to  the  notice  of  that  celebrated  orator,  by 
means  of  a  political  pamphlet,  in  which  the  soif 
kept  up  the  tkmily  pretensions  to  literature,  and 
exhibited  that  taste  for  composition,  which  had 
induced  Horace  Walpole  to  insert  bis  father^s  name 
in  his  ''  Catalogue  J>f  Noble  Jiuthor§/'* 

At  length  an  event  occurred,  in  consequence  of 

*  \\>  understand,  that  this  publication  had  for  its  object  ta 
prove,  "  that  an  impeachment  did  not  abate  by  a  dissolution." 
•JThis  is  a  co^istitutional  doctrine! 
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^faicb  he  himself  bad  an  opportunity  of  entering 
the  political  arena>  and  'Exhibiting  bis  prowess  ia 
iSt  Stephen's  Chapel.  In  consequence  of  the  d^* 
mise  of  his  maternal  uncle  April  7,  1796^  a  vacancy 
for  the  representation  of  the  borough  of  Northantp* 
ton  took  place,  as  his  first  cousin^  Lord  Compton^ 
by  succeeding  to  the  earldom^  of  course  vacated  his 
seat.  .  In  addition  to  the  ties  produced  by  consan* 
guinity^  those  still  dearer  attachments^  engendered 
by  friendship^  were  formed  in  early  life,  for  they 
were  both  Trinity  men  and  nearly  of  the  same 
standing. 

As  the  influence  of  Castle  Ashby  had,  during 
the  last  century,  been  very  considerable  with  the 
^corporation  of  the  neighbouring  borough,  the  pre- 
sent Earl  of  Northampton  succeeded  his  father  as 
recorder,  while  his  friend  and  relative  Mr.  Per-* 
ceval,  who  had  been  nominated  deputy  recorder, 
was  also  returned  one  of  the  members,  in  conse- 
quence pf  the  new  writ  issued  on  this  occasion. 

It  has  been  usqal  with  aspiring  men  to  commence 
their  public  career  by  acting  with  the  opposition, 
and  attracting  the  notice  of  the  public  by  means  of 
a  set  speech.  Neither  of  these  occurred  on  the 
present  occasion,  for  we  find  Mr.  Perceval  risings, 
we  believe  for  the  first  time,  June  2,  1797,  at  a 
very  critical  period,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
saying  a  few  words  in  support  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
premier  of  that  day,  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
jcpi^^iqptioQS  atfthe  Nore,  &c.  had  brought  in  a  bill 
''  for  the  letter  prevention  and  punishjcaent  of  al} 
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^raiteirous  attempts  to  excite  sedition  and  mutiny 
in  his  Majesty's  service/'  On  this  occasion^  he 
suggested  a  mode  for  avoiding  delaj^  and  also  for 
conciliating  the  opinions  of  all  parties^  by  denomi* 
Dating  the  offence  felony^  but  within  the  benefit  of 
clergy ;  he  also  proposed^  that  there  should  be  A 
discretionary  power^  either  of  transportation  or  im- 
prisonment^  both  of  which  amendments  were 
adopted. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1807,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  in  a  long  and  able  speech,  supported  the 
*'  assessed  tax  bill/' 

"  He  began,  after  a  short  preface,  by  replying  to  what  had  been 
advanced  by  Mr,  Hobhouse  in  opjxjsition  to  it,  and  contended, 
"  that  he,  not  Mr.  H.  was  '  pleading  the  cause  of  property/  by 
supporting  the  measure,  which  was  to  protect  it.  It  had  been 
contended,*'  he  added,  '^  by  an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Francis 
Burdett)  that  the  application  of  the  money  would  enable  ministen 
to  carry  on  a  war  against  liberty  j  but  if  the  present  war  was  a 
war  against  liberty,  it  was  that  species  of  liberty  against  which, 
he  trusted,  we  should  ever  bear  arms — it  was  against  the  import- 
ation of  French  liberty  into  England.  The  period  too,  at  which 
this  observation  was  made,  was  precisely  that,  when  preparations 
were  making  for  the  invasion  of  this  country  by  an  army,  bring- 
ing with  it  in  its  train  all  the  ruin  of  French  reform  and  French 
principles  3  yet  this  was  the  time  chosen  for  declamation  against 
perseverance  in  the  war,  which  we  are  also  told  by  the  same 
authority,  was  continued  from  an  apprehension  that  such  a  form 
of  government  would  arrive  in  France,  as  by  the  contrast  should 
render  Englishmen  dissatisfied  with  that  under  which  they  lived. 

*'  When  he  saw  those  gendemen,  who  had  bow  reassumed  . 
their  seats  (the  opposition)  absent  themselves  from  tfie  House,  ht ' 
had  at  first  supposed  they  did  so,  lest  th«y  should  disturb' thfe^  una-' 
nimity  of  that  assembly.    When  b»  had  copc^ved  their  motiv«$'* 
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lo  be  such^  he  felt  astonished  at  seeing  them  return  to  gir^  a  dit* 
senting  vote  on  the  present  occasion. 

r  "  In  respect  to  the  measure  now  under  consideration,  it  was  the 
urgency  of  the  times  which  constituted  its  leading  feature.  It 
was  not  in  our  power  to  choose  a  peace — the  enemy  would  give 
none.  It  did  not  remain  with  us  to  sheath  the  sword,  but  with, 
them  5  for  until  we  had  evinced  ourselves  disposed  to  shew  all  the 
meanness  of  concession  to  the  propositions  first  brought  forward, 
the  Director}"  was  not  prepared  to  state  its  ulterior  terms  of  de- 
gradation, unless  our  government  had  been  base  enough  during 
the  n^otiation  at  Lisle,  to  have  conceded  those  terms  of  peace 
which  a  victorious  army  would  have  thought  itself  entitled  to 
have  dictated  in  the  centre  of  the  metropolis,  it  is  not  likely  that 
one  could  have  been  obtained. 

'^  £ut  it  had  been  urged,  that  the  present  war  was  unnecessary, 
unless  as  far  as  it  was  essential  to  the  continuance  in  office  of  the 
present  administration.  If  this  was  the  case,  we  were  to  suppose 
that  it  was  possible  that  a  negotiator  was  to  be  found  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  We  had  learned  from  the  speeches  of  the 
Directory,  that  we  were  to  pay  the  price  of  our  own  subjugation  5 
we  had  also  heard,  that  they  (the  opposition)^  would  introduce 
reform,  or  else  they  should  be  liable  to  the  objection  of  having 
deserted  their  friends.  Supposing  then,  that  a  change  of  adminis - 
tiration  were  to  take  place,  and  that  the  ri^t  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  Fbx)  were  to  come  into  power,  on  what  terms 
would  he  be  willing  to  form  a  part  of  administration  ?  He  had  al- 
ready declared,  he  would  not  come  in  without  a  total  fundamental 
Imd  radical  reform  of  Parliament ;  and  he  begged  the  House  to 
jittend  to  those  most  chosen,  dangerous,  and  alarming  words. 

'*  If  th^right  honourable  gendeman  were  our  negotiator,  it 
was  probable  indeed,  that  peace  might  be  obtained,  since  one  of 
the  wishes  of  the  French,  that  of  seeing  him  in  power,  would  b« 
thus  gratified.  He  begged  gentlemen  would  attend  to  the  words* 
of  the  enemy,  when  professing  friendship  for  this  country,  an4 
they  would  see  nothing  ia  them  favourable  to  a  peace,  on  practi- 
cable terms,  but  that  all  they  implied  was,  that  they  had  a  party  ia' 
.  this  country. 
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-^  If  the  House  agreed  with  hirt  ia  their  opinion  of  ^  fieces*^ 
sity  of  continuing  the  war,  the  only  quesdon,  as  irelating  U>  ih^ 
presetit  measure  then  was,  whether  it  would  be  considered  a* 
t^rudent  to  raise  a  lai^e  proportion  of  the  supplies  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year,  within  the  year  ?  As  he  bad  heard  no  argutbcnt 
against  this^  he  mmt  suppose  that  the  House  had  coincided  witib 
him  in  opinion.  It  had  been  admitted  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr;  Fox)  that  this  would  have  been  a  good  measure  if  it 
had  been  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  5  and  he  supposed, 
that  this  admission  proceeded  from  an  idea,  either  that  the  increase 
e£  the  funding  system  was  injuricms  to  posterity,  or  that  the  inte- 
nst  of  it  was  too  great  for  the  country  to  bear  5  in  either  case  it 
aeehied  to  him  evident,  that  an  addition  of  two  hundred  millions 
of  debt  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  some  other  plan; 
and  then  the  only  question  to  be  considered  was,  wiicther  any 
other  manner  of  raising  money  promised  to  b^  ^tended  witit 
better  success  than  tiiat  now  proposed  ? 

*'  It  had  been  said,  that  the  people  now  began  to  question  wlie- 
'  tfcer,  if  the  enemy  came,  they  could  do  worse.     Did  the  pec^le 
ask  this,  and  was  any  one  unprepared  with  an  answer  ?  If  he  was, 
I  will  furnish  him  with  one-^the  enemy  would  not  assuredly  act 
better  towards  us,  than  they  have  done  toward  their  own   sub- 
jects.    Let  men  of  a  certain  rank  recollect  haW  they  treated  those 
in  their  station;  let  the  shopkeeper,  now  said  to  be  afraid  of  the 
direct  operation  of  the  present  tax,  think  whaf  must  have  heenths 
effect  of  a  forced  loan  ;  let  every  man  recollect,  that  rising  in  ie»» 
guiar  proportion  until  they  reached  tlie  sum  of  9OOO  iivres,  whe» 
they  took  one  half,  each  income  was  reduced  to  the  standard  of 
about  iSOl.  few  being  left  a  larger  siim  than  that  for  their  avowed 
eacpenoes  J  yet  the  present  measure  of  assessments  has  been'  said 
to  be  worse  than  any  ihsA  had  ever  been  adopted  by  Robespi^ne  f 
r^y,  it  has  been  put  in  competition  with  the  total  condscatioa  of 
prope«=ty . * '    He  concluded  with  mi  apology  for  occupying  so  much 
^  the  time  of  the  House,  *'  on  a  subject  re^)ectnig  whicii  them 
oaght  to  be,  no  difference,  as  no  reasonable  person  ixmld,  he 
tbottght^  hdsitatf  in  agreeing,  that  Parliament  did  right  in  calling 
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fi^  large  and  liberal  suf^lies  proportiooed  to  the  ability  of  ev«rf 
man  to  contribute/' 

He  was  well  attended  to  by  the  House,  and  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  commented  on  an4 
answered  several  of  the  arguments,  observing  at 
the  same  time^  ^'  that  this  was  a  speech  of  great 
talent,  great  ingenuity,  and  considerable  vehe- 
mence/' 

From  this  period,  Mr.  Perceval  appears  to  have 
paid  a  particular  attention  to  matters  o£  finance^ 
and  to.  have  spoken  almost  on  every  subject 
connected  with  the  revenue,  particularly  in  De- 
cember 17^,  when  he  defended  Mr.  Pitt's  new 
scheme  for  collecting  the  assessed  taxes  ;  nearly  at 
the  same  time^  he  observed  in  reply  to  some  obser- 
vations on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tierney,  '^  tliat  trick- 
ing in  love,  and  tricking  the  public,  were  both  in 
his  opinion  unquestionably  immoral/' 

On  June  19,  IBOO,  Mr.  Perceval  rose  and  stated, 
'^  his  full  conviction,  that  something  ought  to  be 
dpne  by  the  legislature,  to  amend  and  alter  the  law 
as  it  now  stood,  relative  to  adultery ;  and  although 
the  late  motion  to  that  eflfect  had  miscarried,  he 
was  well  assured  that  th^  fate  of  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion had  given  great  concern  to  many  serious  and 
thinking  persons,  who  had  turned  their  thoughts  to 
the  subject/'  JPout  days  after  this,  he  spoke  at 
great  length  on  the  ^'Monastic  Institution  bill," 
vvhich  he  supported.  In  the  course  of  his  obser* 
vations,  Mr,  P.  remarked. 


V. 


That  it  was  the  spirit  of  the  Catholic  pe^iuasioti  to  make  as 
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many  converts  as  possible — indeed  it  Was  the  principle  of  efcry 
religion  to  a  gi\ren  extent,  but  emphatically  so  of  this  5  and  there- 
fore, while,  we  were  talking  of  kindness  to  the  Catholics,  and 
"whilt  we  expected  gratitude  from  them  for  such  kindness,  w© 
ought  not  to  be  surprised  if  that  gratitude  consisted  in  their  en- 
deavouring to  convert  the  whole  nation  3  nor  should  we  be  angry 
with  them  for  sucB  ,an  attempt,  as  they  believed  they  could  not 
obtain  for  us  a  greater  blessing,  than  to  make  Catholics  of  us  all : 
but  it  was  our  business  to  be  on  our  guard  against  such  a  spirit, 
since  it  was  utter\y  inconsistent  mth  the  spirit  of  our  own  ctmsti- 
tution. 

*'  Notwiiistanding  he  would  not  say  a  word  against  toleration,  at 
there  was  not  a  man  in  England  who  had  more  esteem  for  it  than 
himself.  This,  however,  did  not  compel  him  to  lay  aside  all  pre« 
caution  against  the  possible  effects  of  the  overgrowth  of  popery 
in  this  country.  He  should  not  wish  to  see  a  hair  of  a  man's  head 
hurt  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions  ;  but  that  did  not  com- 
pel him  to  think  Catholics  were  the  best  subjects  in  this  country ; 
On  the  whole,  he  wished  that  the  bill  might  go  into  a  committee, 
in  order  to  receive  the  necessary  amendments," 

Soon  after  this,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  attain- 
ed the  first  grand  step  in  his  profession,  having  been 
appointed  Solicitor  General  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine.  In  1802  he  became  Attorney  General,  which 
he  held  during  a  period  of  three  years  and  ten 
months. 

As  all  objects  connected  with  religion  bad  en- 
gaged the  particular  attention  of  Mr.  P.  so  in 
1803,  on  the  discussion  of  the  ^*^  Clergy  Non-resi- 
dence bill,*'  he  objected  to  the  lax  naanner  in  which 
some  of  the  clauses  were  worded ;  reprobated  the ' 
principle  of  depriving  the  parishioners  in  ^very 
part  of  England,  of  the  advantages  of  a  residentiary 
clergymati  for  one  quarter  of  a  year ;  and  considered 
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cd  the  present  ^^  rather  as  a  bill  of  relaxation^  than 
a  bill  of  restriction."  He  at  the  same  time  de- 
clared:,  that  he  considered  ''  pluralities  as  a  great 
grievance,"  and  was  of  opinion,  that  the  discretion 
of  granting  exemptions  should  be  vested  in  the 
bishops. 

The  Attorney  General  was  a  strenuous  advocate 
for  the  union,  under  Mr.  Pitt's  administration, 
and  during  Mr.  Addington%  he  was  eloquent  in 
defence  of  the  bill  for  correcting  the  abuses  in 
the  navy ;  on  that  occasion,  a  skirmish  took  place 
V^ith  Lord  Temple,  abowt  the  latter's  entering 
into  a  new  career  of  opposition.  He  also,  on  May 
24,  1803,  defended  the  origin  of  the  present  war 
with  France,  observing,  '^  that  if  ever  there  was  a 
contest  commenced  on  honourable  principles,  it 
was  that  we  were  about  to  enter  into ;  for  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion  relative  to  the  necessity 
of  stopping  the  alarming  increase  of  the  power  of 
so  dangerous  an  enemy.'*  When  the  petition  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  was  brought  forward  in 
1807,  he  opposed  Mr.  Fox's  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  concession  would  only  encourage  new  claims^ 
highly  detrimental  to  the  Protestant  interest ;  and 
on  the  question  of  impeaching  Viscount  Melville, 
he  divided  with  those  who  voted  for  the  negaf ive. 

But  the  time  had  at  length  arrived,  when  Mr. 
Attorney  General  was  to  be  excluded  by  a  change 
in  the  administration,  from  place,  authority,  and 
emolument.  In  consequence  of  a  second  coalition,  io 
the  full  as  singular  as  the  jSrst,  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord 

1809-1810,  II 
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Grenville,  by  tfie  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  found  them- 
selves in  possession  of  power.  Several  of  their  mea- 
sures, particularly  those  first  recurred  to,  were 
deemed  unconstitutional,  by  ^  lai^e  portion  ofthe 
nation,  and  the  popular  voice  coincided  with  the 
new  opposition,  in  which  Mr.  Perceval  occupieda 
conspicuous  station,  both  in  respect  to  Lord  Ellen- 
borough's  seat  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  Hants'  Elec- 
tion petition.  This  motley  administration,  how- 
ever, was  not  of  long  duration,  for  it  continued  dnljr 
during  a  year,  a  week,  and  a  day,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  period,  the  sutij^ct  of  the  present  memoir 
obtained  a  seat  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  office  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  part  which  he  and  his  coHcagnes  bad  to  act, 
wa«  however  difficult  in  the  extreme.  Their  adver- 
saries had  been  removed  by  the  special  interposition 
of  the  King,  on  account  of  a  bill,  the  express  pur- 
port of  which  w.as  the  extension  of  certain  franchises 
to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  a  body  of  in^n 
constituting  a  very  large  majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  portion  of  the  empire,,  and  who/ for 
very  obvious  reasons^  ought/in  the  then  state  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  to  have  been  treated  with  liberality  and 
kindness.  Another  bill,  for  the  extension  pf  the 
rights  of  juries,  in  civil  cases,  to  Scotland,  Was  also  (fl 
its  passage  throiAghboth  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
while  Mr.  Windham's  act,  by  which  soldiers,  after 
a  eertarmiumber  of  years'' sei^vice,  were  restored  to 
the  rights  and  the  rank  of  citi:2ens,  contributed flo* 
a  little  to  conciliate  the  Eijglish  nti^tion. 
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To  alter>  amende  or  isubyert  all  these  plans^  a 
new  parliament  became  necessary,  and  the  cry  of 
^'  No  popery>'^  was  made  to  reverberate  from  one 
end  of  the  empire  to  the  other.     On  this  occasion^ 
Mr.  Perceval's  address*  .to  his  constituents  was  re- 
echoed by  the  loyal  corporation  of  Northamptoa, 
"tlie  members  of  which  appeared  as  warm  in  their 
?^?,1  against  popery  in  the  days  of  George  III.  as 
,  their ^  forefathers  had  been  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
Nptwithstanding  a   formidable  meeting  on  the 
part  of  the  opposition,  at  which  Lord  Cholmondeley 
presided,  on  the  convocation  of  thie  new  parliament, 
a  large  and, decided  majority  appeared  \n  favour  qf 
:1ii^.newminis^e^s.    The  attack  on,  a^d  capture  of 
<Jopenhagen,  together  with  ibe  JQanish  fleet>  ap* 
peared  to  be  a  very  equivocal  measure,  which  could 
only  be  justified  by  evident  and  palpable  necessity. 
Gn  this  ground,  therefore,  it  was  attempted  to  be 
supported  by  the  subject  of  the  prese&t  mettioir, 
who,  after  alluding  to  the  *^  collusion  of  one  of  the 
northern  powers,"  asserted,  '^that  ministers  were 
apprized  of  the  intention  of  Bon(apartb  to  cpmpol 
t|;ie  fleets  of  Europe,  and  particularly  ihat  'Of  Den- 
mark, iiito  hostility  against  England. 

/' This  was  the  information  which  they  received  about  the 
time  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  had  been  agreed  to  by  Russia  and  France  ^ 
but  the  information  was  obtained  under  suoh  ciroumstances^  and 

*  He  observed,  '^  that  he  was  called  upon  to  give  up  his 'pro- 
fession, to  make  a  stand  for  the  religiou*  ejjtaWisfiineut  of  th* 
country,"  ' 

Il9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


484  8PENCBR  PERCETAL. 

from  such  persons^  as  made  it  impossible  for  gQverament  to  &• 
close  either.  Ministers  did  not  say  that  they  were  in  potsession 
of  any  of  the  secret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit>  they  only  said 
that  his  Majesty's  ministers  were  not  unaware  of  the  nature  of 
the  secret  engagements  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  Tlns^  of  course^ 
leferred  to  Russia,  who  was  a  party>  and  not  to  Demnark^  who 
had  no  connectiofi  with  it.  The  House  would  also  observe  iim 
di^rence  between  khowing  the  nature  of  the  articles^  and  pos« 

,  sessing  the  articles  themselves. 

^'  Ministers  had  also  said^  that  they  were  apprised  (^  the  in* 
tention  of  Bonaparte  to  force  the  powers  of  Europe  into  a  Confede* 
racy  against  us :  aow^  if  this  could,  even  by  possibility,  take 

j^aoe,  (and  thatit  n^ght  could  not  be  denied)  this  being  the  case^ 
the  House  must  therefore  come  to  the  fact  under  these  circum* 

'  stanoei ;  it  must  be  taken  thus  or  not  at  all ;  for  he,  as  a  man  of 
honour,  could  not  reveal  the  secret  or  the  informant 

*^  The  right  honourable  gentleman  then  proceeded  to  take 
ft  view  of  the  general  conduct  of  the  government  of  Eranoe  to- 
wards  neutral  powers,  and  thence  argued,  that  Deomaik  most 
inevitably  faU  under  his  deqK>ti8m,  and  become  iostrumental  ia 
liis  tands  to  the  ruin  of  Great  Britain.** 

Soon  after  the  present  ^ministration  came  into 
power,  an  event  occurred,  which  w|dle  it  seemed 
to  promise  stability  to  their  councils^  opened  a  joy* 
ons  prospect  for  the  success  of  England  and  the  lir 
beration  of  Europe.  We  of  course  allude  to  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  Spaniards,  whose  mindsjt 
unsubdued  by  the  intolerable  despotism  and  de- 
jading  imbecility  of  a  succession  of  their  native 
kings,  spurned  at  the  still  more  intolerable  bondage 
of  a  foreign  yoke^  and  immediately  betook  them- 
aelves  to  arms.  The  succour  afforded  by  this 
country,  and  the  generous  sympathy  of  individuals 
•f  all  descriptions^  has  reflected  great  credit  bo& 
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•n  the  people  and  the  administration.  Portugal 
too  has  been  rescued  from  the  fangs  of  Bonaparte ; 
the  battle  of  Yimiera^  like  that  of  Maida^  has 
proved  that  our  armies  retain  their  ancient  valour, 
and  nothing  but  the  capitulation  of  Cintra  could 
have  damped  the  general  joy.  But  as  this  subject 
is  still  under  consideration,  we  of  course  forbear  to 
enter  into  particulars. 

Although  Mr.  Perceval  is  only  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  "it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the 
union  of  this  office  with  that  of  the  first  Commissi- 
oner of  the  Treasury,  constitutes  the  *  Premiership, 
yet  as  he  appears  to  take  the  lead  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  he  may  in  some  measure  be  consider- 
ed, if  not  the  titular,  yet  as  the  c^c/en^  minister 
there^  It  is  in  this  point  of  view  that  we  shall  pre- 
sent the  speech  delivered  June  26,  1807,  on  the 
motion  for  an  address  to  the  throne,  more  especially 
as  it  consists  chiefly  of  reply,  and  therefore  affords  a 
good  specimen  of  his  talents.  He  followed  Lord 
Howick,  since  become  Earl  Grey  by  the  demise  of 
his  father,  on  this  occasion,  and  is  reported  to  have 
spoken  as  follows : 

^^  The  noble  lord's  profession  of  what  he  means  to  do  for  the 
fixture  seems,  J  must  say,  very  singularly  to  square  with  his  prac* 
tice  this  evening.  The  noble  lord  disclaims  the  design  of  systema* 
tic  opposition  to  those  who  are  at  present  honoured  with  his  Ma*  \ 

*  The  author  of  thi^  article  is  aware,  that  the  office  of 
prime  minister  Is  unknown  to  the  constitution,  yet  it  existed  in 
fact  in  the  persons  of  Lord  North,  during  the  American  war,  and 
of  Mr,  Pitt,  during  the  past  and  present  contests  with  Francei 
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jesty^s  confidence^  and  promises^  although  their  political  opponent, 
to  support  such  measures  as  they  may  propose,  if  entitled  to  his  ap- 
probation) but  really,  sir,  judging  from  the  spirit  of  the  noble 
lord's  speech,  ministers  would  be  extremely  sanguine  indeed  if 
they  flattered  themselves  with  the  idea  of  devising  a  measure 
likely  to  meet  with  any  such  support. 

"  Passing,  hbwever,  from  the  noble  lord's  professions,  upoi^ 
which  I  do  not  think  necessary  to  dwell,  I  shall  proceed  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  those  arguments^  upon  the  force  of , 
which  he  appeared  so  very  confidently  to  rely.  First  then,  as  to 
the  authority  of  Lord  Somers,  which  the  noble  lord  quoted,  in 
order  to  make  a  lingular  use  of , the  quotation  indeed.  Ho 
denies  the  effect  of  the  quotation;  but  yet  endeavours'  to 
ci\graft  an  opinion  upon  it  favourable  to  his  own  purpose, 
Bamely,  that  his  Majesty  cannot  dissolve  Parliament  of  himself, 
without  the  intervention  of  some  responsible  adviser,  'this  opinion, 
bowever,  I  maintain,  is  not  borne  out,  or  even  countenanced,  by 
the  authority  of  Lord  Somers,  or  by  the  principle  of  the  constitutipn. 

*'  Unquestionably  I  will  admit,  that  tfce  measure  of  a  dissolu- 
tion is  to  be  judged  of  like  any  other  exercise  of  the  prerogative, 
by  the  circumstances  attending  it ;  and  by  the  circutnstances  un- 
der which  the  last  Parliament  was  dissolved  do  I  wish  it  to  be 
judged*  Compared  to  the  case  of  the  former  dissolution,  r^cmi* 
mended  by  the  noble  lord  and  his  coHeaj;ueS|  I  {lave  no  difSculty. 
in  Stating,  that  the  last  presented  infinitely  stronger  grounds  of  jus- 
tification. The  last  was  a  case  of  such  a  nature  as  rendered  it  an 
obvious  and  important  duty  on  the  part  of  the  ministers  of  the 
crown  to  advise  a  dissolution  of  parliament.*  I  was  of  that  oj)ini6n, 
f  nd  upon  that  opinion  I  acted,  jpritertaining  such  an  i^,  aa 
to  the  e^diency  of  the  measure,  it  becanie  thb  duty  of  mitiist^tf 
to  look  out  for  such  an  occasion  to  carry  it  into  effect  as  ihoiild  B6 
least  productive  of  injury  to.  individuals,  or  any  material  i^cbn^ 
venienpe  to  the  public  business.  That  such  an  occasion  was  s^ 
Jected  I  am  readj^  to  contend.  .    ,      /  .         . 

^*  One  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  noble  lord  why  parliament 
should  not  be  dissolved  was  this,  that  it  had  been  recently  electecj. 
Kqw  this  cirowstance  does,  in  wy  mnd,  form  rather  frgro^n^ 
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fot  jastification  tlian  am  arguoient  for  censure.    This  point,  how- 
ever, the  noble  lof  d  had  perbaps  but  cursorily  considered,  and  that 
which  follQwed  seemed  still  l^ss  worthy  of  bis  consideration.    In 
contrasting  the  fonn^r  and  the  late  dissolution,  the  noble  lord  as- 
sorted the  importance  pf  tha^  in  which  lie  was  concerned,  by  as- 
serting the  necessity,  in  orde^  to  attach  confidence  to  the  conduct 
apd  character  pf  ministers,  partia;ilarly  on  the  cantinept,  to  shew 
from  Ib^  result  of  a  dissolution^  tfiat  the  psople.  Parliament,  and 
{^ministration,  were  unaiiimous.     But,  did  any  proof  of  sucb 
4in  unanimity  appear  tp  be  npcessa^y  at  tlietime  ? 
.  *^  With  the  exception  of  the  iron  tax,  the  mipisters  who  reconi- 
mended  the  dissolution,  did  not  experience  any  serious  opposi- 
*ion  5  and  on  every  other  decision  that  took  place,  they  were  more 
than  twp  to  <Mie  aboye  their  opponent.    They  met  wjth  no  mate- 
rial impediment  or  obstruction  in  the  conduct  of  government,  aiid 
yet  in  such  a  case  the  nobl^  lord  and  his  friends  advised  a  dissolu- 
tion of  Parliarnent.  But  although  the  iiabi«  Iprd  in  such  circumstan- 
ces topksuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  he  saw  notfiingat  all  in  the  last 
Tariiament  which  rendered  a  dissolution  necessary — ^nothing  in  the 
uature  pf  the  subjects  which  agitated  Pailianienf  and  the  country 
—nothing  in  the  propriety  of  producing  sucfi  a  concujTence  be- 
tween Parliament  and  his  Majesty's  ^overnroenjt,  as  musjt  be  essen- 
tial to  inspire  thkt  confidence  on  the  continent  which  was  so  much 
desired  by  the  noble  lord  and  his  firiends ;  nothing  in  the  iiecessity 
of  bringing  for>vard  such  mcasui^es  as  are  indispei^able  tp  give  ^- 
b3ity  to  government  and  permanency  to  councils)  noth^g  in  the 
known  and  probable  diiFerence  of  the  members  of  the  iast  Parlia- 
ment on  certain  great  questions^  nothing  in  the  division  whicii 
prevailed  upon  a  particular  topic  between  the  sovergign  and  hi$ 
iate  Ministers,  which  division,  in  my  tnind,  Jieailiarly ,  suggested 
ihie  propriety  of  an  appeal  to  die  country, 

^'  The  subject  of  this  division  of  ppiaion,  Tx^hich  the  noble  Jord 
professed  to  consider  as  forming  an  additional  objecti9tn  to  the  disso- 
lution, served  in  my  judgment  to&trengthen  and  confirm ^Jthede-^ 
cision  which  ministers  came  to  upon  that  measure,  and  was  aloxip 
sufficient  to  justity  it.  1  would  ask  whether  these  considei^ati^q* 
max^nQl4ji  such. a  .nature^  tp  warr^  the  step  wMck  xxi\pl^t^s^ 
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felt  it  adviseable  to  take  ?  But  the  noble  lord  states,  that  minis- 
ters ought  to  have  taken  such  considerations  into  account  before 
they  accepted  oflSce,  and  that  if  they  calculated  on  meeting  a  hos- 
tile feeling  against  them  in  that  Parliament,  they  might  have  de* 
clined  office.  To  this  opinion,  however,  as  a  general  principle,  I 
never  can  subscribe  -,  but  even  were  Parliament  decidedly  fevour- 
able  towards  us,  did  not  reasons  present  themselves  to  the  mind  of 
every  dispassionate  man,  which  forcibly  tuged  us  to  advise  the 
late  appeal  to  the  sense  of  the  people  ?  I  would  refer  to  the  speech 
from  the  throne  at  the  close  of  the  last  Parliament,  for  a  detail  of 
these  reasons.  What,  J  would  beg  gentlemen  to  recollect,  was 
the  situation  in  which  the  King  stood  ?  Did  he  not  appear  as  the 
sole  obstacle  to  a  measure  which  proposed  concessions  to  a  certain 
proportion  of  his  people  ?  Did  he  not  appear  as  a  barrier  in  the 
way  of  those  concessions  ?  And  in  such  cirrumstances,  was  it  not 
necessary  to  the  honour  and  character  of  the  Sovereign,  to  shew 
that  it  was  not  his  Majesty's  ^ill  alone  that  the  measure  I  refer  to 
should  be  resisted,  but  that  such  was  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
country  ?  On  that  ground  we  should  have  determined  on  the  dis- 
solution, and  for  the  propriety  of  the  moment  we  chose  for  car- 
rying it  into  effect,  I  will  appeal  to  the  candour  of  the  House. 

*^  The  catholic  question,  and  a  certain  other  measure,  if  a 
measure  it  could  be  called,  which  had  for  its  object  the  forcing 
back  of  the  late  ministers  into  power,  in  opposition  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  crown,  had  been  just  discussed.  And  1  would  ask  any 
man  in  his  senses,  whether  that  was  not  the  precise  period  to 
choose,  for  tlie  reasons  I  have  already  stated,  and  particularly 
when  the  immediate  purpose  of  the  dissolution  was  to  ascertain 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  upon  the  nature  and  object  of  those 
measures  ?  *  After  the  questions  to  which  the  appeal  referred  had 
been  so  recently  agitated,  was  not  that,  I  would  repeat,  the 
proper  moment  at  which  the  mind  of  the  country  was  most 
likely  to  be  fully  informed  as  to  tlieir  best  effect  ?  Not^r  as  to  the 
.^inconveniences  which  are  alleged  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  disso- 
lution, I  am  prepared  t6  contend,  that  all  inconveniencies  being 
relatively  considered,  no  material  inconvenience  has  been  pro- 
duced to  be  at  all  regarded  in  proportion  to  the  main  object  which     . 
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the  dissolution  had  in  view.  The  first  inconvenience  that  seems 
to  be  dwelt  upon  by  the  opponents  of  administration,  is  that 
which  resulted  to  private  suitors  in  Parliament.  Undoubtedly  no 
one  ca»  imagine  a  period  in  any  sessions  at  which  a  dissolution 
can  take  place  without  being  productive  of  a  certain  degree  of 
inconvenience,  and  such  inconvenience  must  always  be  matter  of 
regret.  But- 1  danot  find  that  In  this  instance  the  inconvenience 
will  be  by  any  means  so  material  as  the  noble  lord  appears  to  think. 
Indeed,  with  the  consideration  which  belongs  to  this  House,  with 
the  disposition  manifested  by  the  noble  lord  himself,  there  is  everj 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  inconvenience.  I  allude  to  will  be 
comparatively  light.  As  to  fees,  from  the  known  liberality  of 
the  officers  of  this  House,  these  suitors  must  be  safe  fh)m  any 
aggravation  on  that  score.  Indeed^  from  the  only  grounds  of  com- 
plain t^as  to  the  expence  and  delay,  1  am  not  without  hopes  that 
every  practicable  relief  will  be  administered.  With  that  view,  it 
is  my  intention  to  bring  forward  a  proposition  on  Monday — the 
object  of  which  will  be,  that  the  proceedings  had  relative  to  a 
private  petition  before  any  committee  of  the  last  Parliament,  shall 
be  referred  to  such  a  new  committee  as  may  be  appointed  upon 
the  same  subject — not,  of  course,  meaning  that  such  proceedings 
should  bind  the  judgment  of  the  new  committee,  but  in.  order  to 
furnish  such  information  as  may  serve^to  accelerate  the  progress  of 
their  inquiries,  and,  relieve  the  parties  from  the  expence  conse- 
quent upon  the  further  attendance  of  witnesses.  Thus  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  evils,  both  of  delay  and  expence,  apprehended  by 
private  petitioners  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution^  will  b»  jn  a 
great  measure  obviated. 

'^  Now  as  lo  the  injury  accruing  to  the  public  business,  the  no- 
ble lord  has  prominently  dwelt  upon  a  certain  point,  in  which  he 
happens  to  be  radically  mistaken,  I  mean  that  point  with  regard 
to  whidi  he  has  so  often  referred  to  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty*a 
ministers  in  1734;  namely^  the  issue  of  money  fi-om  the  exche- 
quer without  any  legal  appropriation,  which  he  apprehends  to  hare 
taken  place  since  the  dissolution  of  Parliament ;  but  the  noble 
lord's  apprehension  is  unfounded.  For  it  is  with  some  satisl&ction 
}  have  to  state^  that  the  public  expence  during  the  recess  aBade4 
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lo,  has  been  defrayed  by  money  apjnropriated  hy  certam  acti 
of  the  last  session  of  the  Parliament.  [I  know  what  yoa 
woean,  observed  Lord  H.  across  the  table,  but  you  are  wrong.] 
I  know  what  I  mean,  resumed  Mr.  Perceval,  and  I  know 
that  I  am  right.  Let  the  noble  lord  look  at  the  English  and  Irish 
loan  acts^  and  also  to  the  additional  bran<fy  tax  act,  and  he  will 
find  in  each  a  distinct  clause  of  appropriations,  which  of  course 
folly  legalizes  the  condact  which  the  noble  lord  seems  to  consi- 
der as  culpable. 

**  But  with  regard  to  the  general  principle  for  which  the  boI^# 
lord  contends,  upon  the  siibject  of  not  applying  any  public  money 
tetil  the  appropriation  act  be  passed,  as  far  as  silence  can  be  con* 
ceived  to  constitute  authority,  I  bavp  a  very  high  authority  indeed, 
to  whkih  the  noble  lord  would  not  be  disinclined  to  defer,  to 
cjuote  against  his  principle.  For  although  the  House  of  Com- 
mons came  to  a  resolution  previous  to  the  dissolution  of  1784, 
that  to  apply  any  part  of  the  public  money,  not  distinctly  appro- 
priated by  Parliament,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  law,  still  such 
applications  did  subsequently  take  place,  and  accounts  of  the  sums 
%o  applied  were  called  for  by  tiie  opposition  of  that  day,  and  laid 
before  Parliajnent.  But  yet  Mr.  Fox  did  not  feel  that  there 
existed  any  ground  for  a  motion  upon  the  subject.  Certainly  no 
motion  was  made,  and  the  dedining  to  move,  particularly  consir 
ilerrng  the  temper  of  tliose  times,  made  much  against  the  nobfe 
lord's  proposition,  llie  noble  lord  too,  at  the  liead  of  the  late 
a.'lministration,  c&uld  not  suppose  such  appropriation  as  was  com- 
plaintd  of  by  tlie  noble  brd  on  the  other  side,  as  furnishing  mat- 
ter of  censure,  for  that  noble  lord  was  cognizant  of  the  trassae- 
tion  ItiUude  to  in  1764,  "and  never  ex^essed  any  di^^rc^ation 
'o(  it.  But  it  is  unoecessary  to  ray  purpose  to  dwell  upon  those 
points ;  for  we  have  in  this  case  specific  acts  of  Parliament  lega- 
lizing the  conduct  we  have  pursued.  Under  the  mithority  of  those 
statutes  we  have  acted,  and  if  thrts  authodty  be  questioned,  I 
ivoold  ask  for  what  purpose  could  the  separate  clause  of  appropri« 
&xion  have  been  introduced  into  each,  unless  with. a  view  tomit- 
,iead  those  .who  act  upon  them  ?  But  such  a  supposition  would  be 
fcbsurd. .  It  may  be  asiked,  if  my  view  of  the  question  be  correct, 
wliat  is  the  use  of  general  appropriation  Acts  at  the  end  of  each 
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trssidn;  but  the  answer  to  such  a  question  wHl  be  fbilod  in  thcf 
preamble  of  su^h  acts.  It  is  known  that  there  are  many  acts  re- 
lative to  the  puUic  money  passed  in  the  course  of  a  session  in 
which  no  clause  of  appropriation  is  inserted ;  and  the  general  ap- 
propriation act  provides  for  such  cases^  as  the  words  of  the  pre- 
atnble  are,  '*  for  providing  for  the  further  application  of  the  pub- 
lic money/'  which  words,  combined  with  the  act  I  have  men<^ 
^ned  sustain  the  argument  I  have  offered  in  favour  of  that  part 
qI*  our  conduct  since  the  dissolution,  wbtch  the  noble  lord  coa* 
ceived  to  furnish  matter  of  censure. 

.  *'  The  next  part  of  the  noble  lord's  objection  to  the  dissolution, 
upon  public  grounds,  refers  to  the  committee  of  finance.  But 
fiurely  no  man  who  reviews  the  King's  Speech  at  the  close  of  the 
last  parliament,  or  who  looks  at  the  speech  which  the  House  has 
beard  tliis  day,  can  find  an  apology  to  doubt  the  determination  of; 
ministers  that  the  committee  should  be  revived.  The  noble  lord, 
however,  profes^s  an  apprehension  that  the  proposed  committee 
may  not  act  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  last  committee,  but  it  is 
kitended  that  those  proceedings  shall  be  referred  to  them  for  their 
Bse  and  consideration.  As  to  the  hope  expressed  by  the  noblo 
loi-d  relative  to  the  construction  of  the  new  committee,  the  Houso 
ifcrill  observe,  that  the  noble  lord  wishes  ttat  there  should  be  nd 
Aew  nanies  added  to  it,  with  the  exception,  however,  of  the 
©nly  two  members,  who  were  understood  to  be  friendly  to  the 
present  administration  [*^  Only  one  person,"  remarked  Lord 
Howick  across  the  table — this  person  we  understood  to  be  Sit 
Henry  Mildmay]— I  understood  resumed  Mr.  Perceval,  that  the 
noble  lord  alluded  to  two  taembers,  namiely,  a  Right  Honoumble 
Friend  of  mine  on  the  bench  besides  me,  and  another  person 
(Sir  Henry  Miiddiay.)  This  mode  "of  arranging  the  new  cotn* 
mittee  must  appear  to  the  House,  and  the  country,  to  be  th# 
more  extraordinary,  when  the  manner  in  which  the  former 
committee  was  constructed  is  taken  into  consideralion.  It  wiH 
be  recollected  ibat  the  noblejord  over  the  way  (Lord  H.  Petty)  ma^ 
pifested  a  very  eager  solicitode  to  relieve  the  Hon.  Geridemaa 
(Mr.  Biddulph)  by  whorn  that  cortimittee  was  originally  prot 
posed,,  froth  the  bouble  of  naming  the  members  of  wbi(5h  H 
ihould  be  composed*    Indeed^   the  only  meqiber  whom  the 
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hon.  gentleman  attempted  to  propose  was  rejected^  snA  some 
gentlemen  must  recollect  upon  what  singular  grounds.  The  com- 
BQittee  was  fixed  by  the  noble  lord  at  21,  from  which  number 
to  be  sure  the  noble  lord  was  liberal  enough  jiot  to  exclude 
the  original  proposer.  But  such  was  the  extraordinary  attach- . 
ment  to  number  21,  that  another  member  was  not  to  be  added, 
juid  thus  the  orig'uial  proposer  was  relieved  from  the  burthen 
of  proposing  any  friend  of  his  own,  although  the  honourable 
gentleman,  after  seeing  a  little  of  the  character  of  the^  com- 
mittee, expressed  a  desire  to  have  some  person  of  views  con- 
genial to  his  own  inti'oduced  among  them.  That  desire,  how- 
ever, was  not  to  be  acceded  to — Number  21  was  to  be  tena-' 
ciously  preserved.  But  yet,  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  original 
proposer's  recommendation  of  one  friend  was  rejected,  upon  the 
singular  ground  I  have  stated,  three  more  membertf  were  added 
to  the  21,  upon  the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord.  Recol- 
lectmg  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the  whole  of  the^ 
case,  would  any  man  seriously  expect  that  this  new  commit- 
tee would  be  revived  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the 
noble  mover  of  the  amendment?  There  was  another  ad- 
ministration of  government  of  which  the  new  committee  might 
find  it  expedient  to  take  a  slight  review  [a  cry  of  hear !  hear ! 
on  the  ministerial  benches.]  If  the  noble  lord  were  acquainted 
with  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  government  of  which  he 
formed  a  part,  he  might  be  aware  that  such  a  review  would  be 
found  necessary.  Indeed  there  are  a  few  cases,  which  any  com- 
mittee constitvited  for  the  purpose  in  view,  would  feel  it  impossi- 
ble to  overlook  [renewed  cries  of  hear !  bear !  frpm  th^  nainist^v 
rial  benches.]  \ 

^^  Another  case  mentioned  by  the  n^le  lord,  as  a  reason  for 
finding  fault  with  the  dissolution,  relates^ to  the  affeirs  of  India, 
and  upon  that  subject  he  states  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
late  ministers  to  propose  an  useful  expedient  in  the  late  session, 
which  they  meant  to  follow  up  in  the  succeeding  session,  by  a 
proposition,  fully  to  investigate  the  state  of  our  Indian  affairs. 
Now  1  would  ask,  whether  such  temporary  expedient  may  not 
be  proposed  in  the  present  session,  and  followed  up  by  that 
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proposition--for  example,  of  inquiring  into  the  recent  ses^ons 
which  gentlemen  profess  to  desire.  The  temporary^  expedient 
cannot  be  materially  interfered.  >yith  by  the  short  interval  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  dissolution,  and  the  promised  proposition 
of  inquiry  cannot  be  at  all  affected  by  that  proceeding. 

'*  Among  the  enumeration  of  charges  against  the  present  mi- 
nisters, which  the  noble  lord  has  laid  before  the  House,  and 
-which  are  each,  it  seems,  on  the  score  of  their  illegality,  to  be 
made  the  subject  of  parliamentary  discussion,  there  is  one  act 
of  those  ministers  which  the  noble  lord  has  omitted,  and 
ivhich  is  certainly  illegal.  Bat  I  will  supply  the  noble  lord's 
omission;  and  I  feel  it  right  to  take  tlie  earliest  opportunity 
of  stating  it,  as  I  mean  to  bring  forward  a  bill  of  indemnity  up^ 
on  the  subject.  The  act  I  allude  to  is  this  : — ^The  American 
treaty  act  happened  to  expire  during  the  recess,  and  it  being 
thought  right,  particularly  pending  the  present  negociations  with 
that  country,  that  this  act  should  not  cease,  we  have  ventured 
upon  our  responsibility  to  continue  its  provisions. 

**  With  regard  to  the  topic  of  the  Irish  revenue  acts,  the  ap- 
proaching expiration  of  ^hich,  and  the  impossibility  of  tlieir  re- 
vival in  due  time,  threatened,  in  the  noble  lord's  judgment,  to  be 
productive  of  great  inconvenience,  and  all  owing  to  the  dissolu-^ 
tion,  I  am  happy  to  have  il;  in  my  power  to  remove  all  apprehen- 
MOns  on  this  head.  For  without  violating  any  of  the  established 
x:ustom9  of  the  House  of  Parliament,  these  acts,  which  expire 
on  Sunday  se'nnight,  may  be  re:enacted  by  the  Tuesday.  It  is 
Intended  tc^  bring  in  these  bills  to-night,  and  have  each  referred 
to  ^  committee  of  the  whole  House — [''  Unprecedented,"  said 
some  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House.] — I  deny  that  it  is  unpre- 
cedented (observed  Mr.  Perceval.)  On  the  contrary,  it  is  quite 
the  same  course  as  that  pursued  last  session.  By  this  course  then 
these  bills  majr,  I  repeat,  be  re-enacted  by  Tuesday  or  Wednesdays 
at  faprthest.  Therefore  upon  this  topic,  there  is  no  ground  to  ap« 
prehend  public  inconvenience. 

**■  Now  as  to  the  question  which  the  noble  lord  puts  to  me  with 
regard  to  the  opinion  which  I  hold,  and  have  acted  upon,  in 
consequence  of  Us  proposition  respecting  the  Catholics^^-^The 
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noble  lord  calls  the  cry  of  **  the  church  In  danger**  a  bast  (Jry, 
a  beastly  cry,  &c.  and  afterwards  proceeds  to  ask  me,  whether  it 
be  my  opinion,  that  any  indulgences  to  tlje  Catholics  or  Dissenters, 
%rouId  involve  a  violation  of  the  coronation  oath  ?  To  this  question 
it  is  impossible  to  give  a  precise  answer.  But  the  fact  is,  that  as  to 
the  question  of  the  coronation  oath,  the  whole  must  depend  upon 
the  manner  in  which  any  such  propositions  are  viewed  by  the  King 
himself.  In  that  view  he  must  be  influenced  of  course  by  his 
own  conscience,  and  not  by  the  dictates  of  any  counsellor's  con- 
icience  or  keeper  whatever.  Upon  his  Majesty  this  oath  is  a  per- 
sonal obligation  which  forms  our  great  guarantee,  and  if  he  thinks 
any  proposition  contrary .  to  his  coronation  oath,  he  would  of 
course,  by  acceding  to  it,  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  that  oath. 

"  The  noble  lord  has  thought  proper  to  make  many  personal 
applications  to  my  conduct,  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Catholic  question.  He  asks,  why  I  did  not  in  1801  raise  an 
outcry  against  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  a  larger  measure  in  contem- 
plation than  that  which  the  noble  lord  recently  proposed? 
But  to  this  I  will  answer  by  referring  to  a  comparison  of  the 
course  pursued  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  noble  lord.  Mr.  Pitt  retired 
from  office,  when  he  found  his  measures  unattainable;  he  did 
not  wait  to  be  forced  out  of  office,  nor  resort  to  any  expedients 
to  force  out  his  successors  5  he  did  not  attempt  to  bring  his  Ma- 
jesty before  Parliament  j  he  did  not  attempt  to  criminate  his  So- 
vereign. I  will  not  say  that  such  crimination  was  the  intent  of 
the  noble  lord  or  his  colleagues,  but  certainly  such  was  the  effect 
©f  their  proceedings.  The  noble  lord's  object,  no  doubt,  waa 
solely  to  defend  himself,  but  the  effect  unquestionably  was  to  ir- 
ritate the  King.  After  dwelling  farther  upon  the  difference  be- 
tween the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  that  of  the  late  ministers,  iii 
order  to  justifir  himself  for  his  silence  in  1801,  Mr.  Perceval  pro- 
ceeded to  shew  that  the  church  would  have  been  in  danger,  had 
the  late  ministers  been  permitted  to  follow  the  course  they  haden- 
te;red  upon  with  respect  to  the  Catholics.  This  he  endeavoured  to 
establish,  by  referring  to  the,  principles  they,  avowed,  and  pro- 
fessed a  resolution  to  act  upon.  Would  they  not,  if  in  their  power, 
4iave  repealed  the  test  act  ? '  (Yes,  exctaimed  a  voice  on  ffie  ojn 
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|)05ltion  bendi.)     Then,  said  Mr.  Perceval,  those  who  regarded 
that  act  as  essential  to  the  safety  of  our  church  establishment, 
^ere  correct  and  consistent  in  supposing  the  church  ih  danger 
under  the  government   of  such  misnisters.    Therefore  the  <^ 
of  the  church  in  danger  Was  raised )    and  if  it  were  a  faises 
cry,  it  never  could  have  been  productive   of  such'  effects  aa 
the  noble  Eord  imagined,  nor*  could  it  ever  have  been  promoted 
by  so  insignificant  an  individual .  as  himself.     The  right  hon. 
gentleman  asserted  that  the  concessions  proposed  by  the  noWe 
lord   would   have  tended  to  risk  the  church  establishment  in 
Ireland,  without  producing  the   contentment  among  them  for 
whom  the  concessions  were  intended,    which  the  noble  lor4 
promised.     As   to    the   danger  of  religious  dissensions,    which 
some  gentleman  feared  from  the  rejection  of  the  noble  lord*4. 
measure,   he  always  thought  such  fear  chimerical.     His  apU 
nion  was  that  the  best  mode  of  producing  harmony  and .  peace 
was,  by  at  once  rejecting  at  the  out-set,  and  nothing  had  occurred 
to  alter  his  opinion. 

*'  The  case  of  the  act  of  1804,  so  often  referred  to,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  thought  not  at  all  analogous  to  the  subject  of  the 
»oble  lord's  proposition,  for  in  that  instance  there  was  no  design, 
•implied  or  expressed,  to  appoint  a  Catholic  to  any  ©f  pur  hi^% 
civil  offices. — Nothing  so  monstrous  in  principle  was  ever 
avowed. 

'^  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  adverting  to  the  observa- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  upon  the  appointment  of  100  inspecting 
dfficers  for  election  purposes,  ridiculed  4he  imputation,  and  re-* 
torted  by  referring  to  the  ccmduct  of  the  late  administration  in 
the  nomination  of  300  new  surveyors  of  revenue,  just  previous  t© 
the  dissolution  of  ISOS.  These  surveyors  were,  to  be  sure,  not 
appointed,  because,  previous  to  such  appointment  an  act  of  Par- 
liament was  necessary,  and  that  act  not  having  taken  place,  mosi 
lamentable  letters  of  apology  bad  been  written  to  several  of  tho^ 
who  received  their  promises  just  before  a  general  election.  As  t^ 
the  necessity  of  such  officers,  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  admitted 
it,  and  that  the  appointments  bad  been  strongly  recopiimended  to 
tlie  late  board  of  trensujy  by  the  tax  office,  in  order  to  enforce 
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the  collection  of  the  revenue  j  but  the  particular  period  cbosen 
for  complying  with  the  recoramendation  was  rather  suspicions. 
After  promising  that  no  impediment  should  be  thrown  in  the  way 
of  the  new  military  system  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
he  declared,  that  the  paragraphs  in  the  address,  with  regard  to 
the  events  in  the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  in  Egypt,  had  no  view 
whatever  to  censure  any  person — which  censure  would  at  present 
be  quite  unfair,  and  concluded  with  expressing  his  resolution  to 
oppose  tbe  amendment,  for  the  adpption  of  which  n©  grounds 
whatever  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  laid.'* 

As  a  financier^  it  will  be  imagined  by  many,  that 
the  situation  of  Mr.  Perceval  is  far  more  difficult 
and  perplexing  than  as  a  cabinet  minister.  The 
immense  sums  required  yearly  for  the  pay  and  sup- 
ply of  our  fleets  and  armies^ — the  support  of  the 
ordnance— the  liquidation  of  the  civil  list — the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  offices — and  abova^all,  for 
the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  requires  constant 
sacrifices  and  perpetual  calls  on  the'people,  so  as  not 
unfirequently  to  render  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  odious  in  the  extreme. 

This  monster,  M^hich  if  v«^e  cannot  contrive  to  keep 
down  and  stifle,  will  at  length  overcome  us,  hasgrown 
by  insensible  degrees  to  the  size  it  has  ndW  obtained. 

At  the  demise  of  Charles  II.  it  consisted  of  a  few 
trifling  annuities ;  William  HI.  who  was  rendered 
unpopular  by  the  scheme,  ventured  to  borrow  the 
sum  of  about  16,000,000/.  which  was  not  equal 
to  four  months  expenditure  during  the  late  war. 
It  now  requires  an  immense  load  of  taxes  to 
pay  the  very  interest  of  600,000,000/.  But  on 
the  other   hand,  the  scheme  of  the  annual  sail' 
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Kon,  suggested  by  Dr.  Price,  tbe  doubling  df  the 
Idcome  tax,  proposed  and  cartied  with  a  consider-^ 
able  degree  of  levity  by  Mr.  Fox,  added  to  the  still 
encreasing  duties  on  home  consumption,  have  con- 
tribiited  not  a  little  to  render  the  situation  6f  a  na- 
tional financier  less  perilous  and  less  unpleasing. 

It  appears  from  the  budget  of.  1808,  that  the 
total  of  the  supplies  for  England  amounted  to 
2*M3MSL  of  which  Ireland  was  to  pay  5,868,5151, 
and  tbe  surplus  provided  by  loans  and  taies^ 
amounted  to   100,2170/.     In  short   no  diflaculty 


aUPPLIES. 

Navy     - 

- 

« 

U7,436,047 

Army 

- 

i9>4S9,i8g 

6rdiiancc 

- 

4,534,571 

Miscellaneous 

- 

1,750,000 

Eatt  India  Compaoy 

- 

1,000,000 

Sweedish  Subsidy- 

- 

1,100,000 

Vote  of  Credit  -     - 

--■ 

2,500,000 

Total  Joint  Charge     48,319,807 

SEPARATE  CHARGES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Deficiency  of  Malt,  1806  -  275,845 

Interest  oil  Exchequer  Bills,  1808       1,400,000 
Exchequer  Bills,  part  of  vote  of  Cre-  7 

(fit,  1807,  not  funded'  -  |4,O24,009  ^     ^ 

5  peat  Cents,  1797,  to-  be  paid  off         1t5^,6g6 

■    «    5,835,741 


^  Total  Supplied    54,173,548 

Deduct  Irish  proportion  of  Su^ly  and  Civil  list.      5,868,5 1 5 


totaf  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britam        -  .       48,305,03* 
1809-1810.  ILKr 
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seems  to  exist  now  as  heretofore,  respecting  either 
A  failure  in  the  revenue,  or  a  want  of  resources ; 

After  thus  recupitulating  the  varions  heads  of  supply,  and  of  the 
ways  and  means  for  the  year,  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
proceeded  to  state  to  the  committee  the  terms  on  which  he  nad 
contracted  for  the  loan.  The, sum  borrowed  for  England  and 
Ireland  was  ten  millions  and  a  half,  of  Which  eight  were  for  th« 
service  of  this  country.  The  whole  sum  was  to  be  funded  in  the 
four  per  cents,  and  the  contractors  for  every  IdOl.  advanced  to 
the  public  were  to  receive  ISll.  Ss.  6d  stock :  so  that  the  public 
paid  for  every  lOOi.  capital  4L  14s.  ^d.  interest.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  loan  of  ten  miUions  and  a  half,  there  was  a  capital 
of  debt  created  to  the  ainotint  of  12,308,375Z.  from  which,  after 
deducting  a  proportion  of  two  seventeenths  for  Ireland,  making 
2,954,375^.  there  would  remain  as  a  permanent  burthen  upon 
Great  Britain,  9,454,300/.  and  as  an  annual  charge  for  interest  of 
475,536/.  Jn  addition  to  this,  in  consequence  of  the  measure  of 
funding  four  millions  of  exchequer  bills,  there  was  a  capital  debt 
treated  of  4,239,215/.  and  an  annual  charge  for  interest,  including 
the  sinking  fund  and  management  of  253,247/.  So  that  the  sum 
to  be  provided  for  by  taxes  was— 
For  the  interest  of  the  loan  -  *        JA75,536 

For  the  interest  of  exchequer  bills  funded  253,247 


Making  a  total  of  728,783 

For  this  annual  charge  he  meant  to  provide  in  the  following 
manner : 

Short  annuities  fallen  in            -                    -  3/5,000 

Annual  saving  on  the  management  of  the  debt  65^000 

Encrease  upon  the  assessed  taxes                -  123,200 

Stamp  duties            -            -            -            -  1/0,000 


730,000 

Sum  to  be  provided  *.  729,783 


Soiyhis  provided        ^  •  li217 
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loans  are  subscribed  with  the  same  eagerness  as  the 
proposals  of  joint-stock  companies^  and  the  in- 
come of  the^rtate  appears  to  exhibit  the  same  flou- 
rishing aspect  and  progressive  melioration^  as  the 
estates  of  the  greit  land  owners. 

As  a  minister  of  finance^  it  would  be  gross  injus- 
tice to  deny,  that  some  of  his  plans  have  been  at- 
tended with  beneficial  consequences^  and  of  these 
we  shall  here  mention  two.  In  the  first  f)lace^  he 
has  made  a  saving,  trifling  indeed  of  itself,  as  it 
amounts  only  to  65,000/.  per  annum,  in  the  ma- 
nagement <of  the  public  debt ;  but  this  is  likely  to 
be  productive  of  further  good  consequences.  In 
the  next  place,  by  enabling  holders  of  stock  in  the 
three  per  cents,  above  thirty-five  years  of  age,  to 
purchase  annuities  during  their  own  lives,  certain 
classes  of  the  community,  will  not  only  be  greatly 
benefited,  but  redemption  of  stock  to  a  great 
amount  will  be  thus  attained  for  the  public* 

*  This  scheme  can  be  conscientiously  adopted  by  old  bachelors, 
and  old  maids  alone,  and  even  they  must  be  peculiarly  situate^  be- 
fore they  can  deprive  their  relatives  of  all  benefit  from  their 
estates.  We  shall  here  give,  an  outline,  of  the  "  new  plan  of 
finance,**  in  the  minister's  own  words :  . 

'' The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  May  13,  1808,  roset^ 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  submit  certain  resolutions  to  the  comoHttee^ 
the  object  of  which  would  be  to  permit  the  holders  of  three  per 
cents  stock,  to  transfer  this  stock  to  the  commissicHiers  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  fimd  for  paying  off  the  national 
debt^  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  annuities  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  of  stock  transferred.  Though  the  subject  was  one  of 
certainly  very  great  in^prtance,  he  hop^d  that  tb«  cozmntttce 
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Nor  ought  if  to  be!  omitted  m  tbift  p1tfCie>  th^  bott 
tbis  gentleman  aihd  Mr.  Canning,  are  entitled  to 

would  coincide  with  him  in  thinking,  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
stage  for  its  discussion,  more  especially  as  it  was  not  his  4ntention 
to  call  upon  the  committee  to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  th^ 
measure  which  hd  had  in  view.    AU  that  he  mcMit  n6w,  was 
merely  to  submit  a  series  of  resolutions  to  the  committee,  abtt 
baring  stated  as  shortly  89  possible  the  grounds  on  whieb  tbest 
resolutions  were  proposed  j  and  when  he  had  proceeded  thus  fir, 
be  should  move  that  the  chahman  should  report  progress  with  a 
view  to  allow  sufficient  time  for  the  resolutions  to  be  printed,  atirf 
attentively  considered  by  the  members  rf  the  House,  before  tfejf 
€ame  under  public  disctissicfii,  whkh  he  thought  m/ighi  take  place 
probably  about  Thursday  next  week.     In  setting  Out,  he  wished 
particularly  to  guard  against  anymisapprehension  or  pre-conccived 
♦  notion,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  break  in  upon  or  in  any  waj  to 
interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund.    He  declared 
tkat  he  had  no  idea,  either  directly  o^  indirectly,  to  divert  thisfiHirf 
from  its  tuTtura!  and  propei"  object,  ih6  redeixq>tion  of  the  aatioiBi^ 
debt ;  and  having  pceinised  this  observation,  he  pfoce^ed,  ^rst, 
to  explain  the  natur©  of  the  propositions  which  he  meant  to  sub- 
mit to  the  committee,  after  which  he  should  state  the  reasons  wbj 
it  appeared  to  him  desirable  that  they  should  be  adopted  and  actetj 
trjJon.    'the  pu^rt  of  these  ()f o^ositions  wonld  b^  to  enable  per- 
sons possess^  of  thrde.pe^  cetit.  cotitolidatedor  r^rfac^d  st^,  W 
fa-ansfer  suth  stodkto  ^he  comlwissionei^s  intnrsted  witfi  the  matiagfe- 
ttietit  of  the  fundi  afppffeabl^  i&  th^  redertjpritrfr  of  ffie  it^Md 
debt,  in  consideration  of  rebfehrftig  6tf  svfch  tfjiMef,  ^rihaities  pro' 
port?on^d  in  valiife  to  the  quantity  of  fhe  stodt  tr^nsft^jjed,  and 
the  age  of  th^  peh6tts  to  whoW  the  annuities  Wef6  giikii.    He  M 
iiot  meati  that  this  permissiort  ihdtddf  fee'exteYicferf  i^  petsbvi^  tmdsi 
the  age  of  thirty-f  v^,  or  td  ptrmis  transferring  les^  thail  ttj^ii 
tapital.    The  former  limitation  was  adojitdrf  v^lh  a  vie\^t6pi^- 
rent  unpo^tiom,  thfe  latter  to  save  trouble,  xt'hich  was  as  ff^ 
ttpoii  a  Wtl^l  a^  upon  a  large  sum.    He  stated  that  thi  «ffi^  rf 
firfs  iirocecd^n-g  ^^otfli  be,  not  only  totakii  otrt  of  tbita^^  ^ 
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itock  which  was  made  the  subject  of  communication,  but  to  se- 
.cwre  {the  ro^emption  qf  this  stock  at  the  price  of  ^lie  day  c^n  whicji 
itbe  .transfer  was  m^de.  It  was  weUJ^nown  t^at  tl>e  <^ration  .pf 
jtlje  siftkii^  ^und  had  contributed  very  much  to  increase  the  prioe 
,^stpok ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  its  influence  would  copt^nuie 
Ao  be  feltjin  raising:  still  higher  the  price  of  the  fwds.  If  tjbe  com- 
ijmiUee  agreed  MrithJbipi  in  ^this  opinion,  it  would  not  be  denied, 
ilhat.cpttldiinae^aure  be  devised,  consistently  with  .the  m^intenai^ 
.of  the  imtionftl  faith  tow.ai:4s  the  pubjic  crq^iWr,  to, redeem  the 
mhale  of  the  dejbt  at  the  present  price  of  tlie  funds,  it  wo^ld  be 
extremely  desirable  to  c^rry  such  a  measure  into  effect,  because' 
,«UQhB  proceeding  would  prevent  any  fotuie  ijse  in  ^  funds  from 
xctarding  :the  oporatipn  of  the  sinking  fyi^.  Tbei^iuking  fund 
Jiad  two.4ifierent  objects,  U)e  ,one  of  which  vas  ithe  /ademption 
of  the  public  debt,  the  otbqr  keeping  up  the  price  of  stock.  Tbeaei 
two  objects  we^re  manifestly,  ^i  sopae  degree,  ipconsistent  witii 
-•achotb^.  When  the  ftwuls  .were  high,  &e  public  borrowed  on 
jidvantageous  twixys  -,  bc^t  the  progress  in  the  reduction  of  the 
4obt  was  proportionably  retarded,  and,  vke  per^a,  when  stock* 
^werelow>  the.q)eration  of  the  sipkingvfun^  WPs.accelerated,  while  ' 
loans  were  made  on  terms  less  advantageous.  The  present  mea- 
<#ure  combined  the  two  advantages  extending  to  increase  the  price 
<>f  stock,  and  of  securing  the  redenciption  of  the  stock  antecedent 
:to  its  rise.  The  prqppsitiop  was  so  obvious,  that  he  did  not  con- 
iceive  it  needed  explanation  -,  .but  ,to  uooder  it,  if  possible,  more 
|ilain,he  put  the  case  of  a  person  making  a  transfer  erf"  stock,  in 
'C(»isideration  of  which  transfer  he  was  to  receive  an  annuity  equal 
to  double  the  present  interest.  The  value  of  this  annuity  was  ^ 
calculated  with  compound  interest,  and  a  view  to  the  probable 
jage  of  the  persoii  to  ,wliom  it  was  granted,  .so  that  the  additional 
interest  should  redeem  the  original  sum.  For  instance,  supposing 
^  man  possessed  of  lOOOl.  three  per  cent,  stock  made  a  transfer  of 
this  stock  to  the  public,  and  that  instead  of'  302.  he  should  be  paid 
602.  in  foiiSideration  for  this  transfer,  (he  additional  304,<weuU 
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that  ocdision,  they .  tood  aloof  from  their  colleagues 
and  their  adherents,  and  declared  themselves  most 


not  only,  on  the  principles  of  fair  calculation,  redeem  the  lOOOi. 
at  the  present  price  of  the  funds,  but  the  rise  which  may  in  future 
take  place  in  ih6  funds  above  their  present  price.  He  admitted 
,  that  the  whole  merit  of  the  plan  rested  upon  the  probability  of  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  the  funds  j  Sot  if  the  funds  should  fall,  it  would 
not  only  not  be  an  advantageous  proceeding  for  the  public,  but  the 
public  would  absolutely  be  a  loser  by  it.  The  point,  therefore  which 
particularly  called  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  in  order 
thatxthey  might  pass  a  wise  decision  upon  the  plan  was,  whether  it 
it  was  probable  that  the  funds  should  continue  progressively  to 
rise.  If  they  could  form  any  inference  respecting  what  was  to 
take  place,  from  what  had  already  happened,  there  could  be  little 
doubt  this  would  be  the  case.  Since  the  last  loan  was  contracted 
for,  the  funds  had  risen  above  six  per  cent,  on  every  hundred 
pounds  stock,  wliich  was  equal  to  a  rise  of  from  nine  to  ten  per  , 
cent,  upon  every  hundred  pounds  of  real  capital.  Had  the  mea- 
sure now  in  contemplation,  therefore,  been  adopted  last  year,  the 
redemption  of  stock  created  would  have  been  received  at  62.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  say,  that  the  flmds  might  be  expected  to  con- 
tinue to  rise  as  progressively  as  they  had  done  in  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty  months  3  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  delivering  as  his 
opinion,  that  they  might  be  expected  still  to  rise  above  the  present 
price,  in  event  either  of  the  re-establishment  of  peace  or  of  the 
continuance  of  war.  The  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace  always 
tended  to  produce  this  effect,  because  it  being  no  longer  necessary 
to  add  to  the  public  debt  by  contracting  for  new  loans,  the  ope- 
ration of  the  sinking  fund  was  no  longer  impeded  or  counteracted 
by  the  contrary  process  of  borrowing.  Accordingly,  the  effect  of 
the  last  peace  was  to  raise  stocks  from  59  to  77,  though  the  amount 
of  the  sinking  fund  was  then  only  5,800,000/.  being  only  ]  ^82nd 
part  of  the  debt,  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  478  millions ; 
whereas  now  the  debt  was  only  586  millions,  and  the  sinking  fund 
09  less  than  ten  millions^  being  a  58th  instead  of  an  S2nd  part  of 
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folly  and  unequivocally  against  that  inhuman  traf- 
fic.    In  addition  io  this,  the  subject  of  the  present 

the  capital  of  the  debt.  The  presumption,  therefore,  was,  that  in 
the  case  of  a  return  of  peace,  the  funds  would  rise  still  more  consi- 
derably than  they  did  at  the  termination  of  the  last  War,  when 
the  sinking  fund  bcjre  a  smaller  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
debt  than  it  does  at  present.  Supposing,  on  the  other  hand,  th^ 
war  to  continue,  there  was  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  influence  of 
the  sinking  fund,  which  had  been  so  advantageously  felt  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  would  cease  to  produce,  if  not  equal  effect, 
at  least  the  same  sort  of  effect,  in  an  inferior  degree,  in  the 
succeeding  years.  The  plan  therefore,  which  it  was  now  his 
object  to  introduce,  would  recommend  itself  to  the  committee  by 
its  tendency  to  aid  the  redemption  of  the  debt.  With  respect  to 
the  probability  of  its  being  efficient,  he  could  not  entertaip  any 
apprehensions  upon  this  score,  when  he  considered  the  nurftber 
of  persons  in  this  country  who  were  desirous  of  purchasing  annui- 
ties, and  who  would  be  extremely  happy  to  add  to  their  incomes 
without  risking  their  property.  Such  persons  would  receive 
under  this  plan,  besides  the  most  ample  and  satisfactory  security 
that  they  could  wish  for,  more  advantageous  terms  than  they 
could  obtain  in  any  other  way,  because  the  public  not  wishing  to 
,  derive  any  profit  upon  the  sale  of  the  annuities  would  grant  the 
most  favourable  terms  possible  to  the  purchaser.  There  was  only 
one  other  point  which  he  had  omitted  to  mention  in  itd  proper 
place  ;  namely,  that  no  transfers  were  to  be  permitted,  should  the 
three  per  cents  rise  to  eighty.  Having  thus  stated  the  outline  of 
his  plan,  Mr.  Perceval  concluded  with  moving  his  first  reso- 
lution,  of  which  the  following  was  the  purport : 

*'  That  it  appears  desirable,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  more 
speedy  redemption  of  the  nationa)  debt,  toenable  the  holders  of  th^ 
three  per  cent,  consolidated  and  reduced  stock,  by  a  transfer  of 
this  stock  to  the  comraissioners  for  paying  off  tlie  national  debt,  to 
purchase  annuities  in  the  names  of  one  or  two  persons,  not  nndet 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  provided  that  the  transfer  is  not  below  the 
value  of  100^." 
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memoir  is  aiufaecriber'to,  as  well  as  an  aotii^eoifttf^ 
ber  of^  the  society  for  tfae  ^^  civilisatioa  ^  Africn,^ 
ihus^  if  possible^  repa^^iog  tbese  uabappy  -bar- 
barians^ by  tfae  introdoction  of  a  fair  and  legitimate 
intercourse^  for  some  of  the  many  wrongs  '^  civi- 
lized Europe"  has  inflicted  upoa  them  for  upwat^ 
9f  acentury« 

As  a  member  of^  and  a  zealous  advocate  for,  the 
established  churcfa>  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xdie-^ 
quer  lately  (April  13,  1808,)  brought  in  a  bill,  to 
increase  the  salary  of  a  very  respectable  but  hard* 
fated  class  of  men ;  the  remdant  stipendiary  cu^ktou 
As  be  himself  had  been  ever  strenuous  in  opposition 
to  ^  innovations*'  of  all  sorts,  be  was  eager  of 
course  to  represent  this  merely  as  ''a  revival  and 
regulation  of  actual  and  existing  principles,"  and 
recognised  by  tbe  acts  of  Henry  VIII.,  Ann^  and 
George  II.  concerning  curates.  To  enable  them 
to  support  the  '^  importance  and  respectability  of 
their  character,"  he  proposed,  that  where  the  'wr 
come  of  the  incumbent  would  allow  itand  thatit  did 
not  exceed  one  fifth  of  the  revenues  of  iht  rectory, 
flie  salary  should  be  extended  to  350/.  per  anrmm.'* 
On  this  occasion,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  supported  by  a  class  of  men,  who  have  bec;n 
termed  the  ^'  Saints,"  ^hut  opposed  and  defeat- 
ed by  another  party,  which  we  should  here  call 
*^  Sinners,"  were  not  some  of  his.Majesty'o  cabinet 
ministers  supposed  to  be  among  them. 

In  T«st{>ect  to  his  morals,  Mr.  Perceval  is  exem- 
plary, and  in  his  private  conduct  generous*    Of 
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ihi$  me  caa  Addiuce  ixfo  io^tanoes^  <»r  as  the  gentle- 
tt^a  of  his  foitmer  pjcofessioD  wotikl  say^  '^  two  cases 
in  point."  In  the  Guest  place^  haying  voted  at  colieg^ 
4b  direct  opposition  lo  a  forgotten  promise^  and  tb^ 
persodi  in  question  losing  his  election,  by  sinuni^ 
3Vf  r*  Perceval,  on  being  xeminded  of  his  pledge,  en-' 
^piired  liie  amount  of  the  salary^  and  presented  the 
jinsuccessful  candidate  with  a  Mum  of  money^ 
amounting  to  a  complete  indemnification.  Tlie 
jaecond  fact  that  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  is  tbe 
^ot^posilion  of  tbcrsubject  of  this  memoir,  i^i  behalf 
4if  a  {urof^sianal  man  of  some  ceiebrity>  almost  a 
«tranger  to  liim,  to  whom  in  the  moment  of  necemty, 
lie  presented  a  sum  of  money  by  way  of  loan,  but 
tinder  the  express  condition,  that  it  should'not  be 
repaid  "  until  it  suited  the  convenience  of  the  bor- 
rower." 

On  felinquisbing  his  situatiop  at  the  bar,  Mr. 
Perceval  was  offered  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the 
©ttcby  of  Lancaster  for  Iffc*  by  way  of  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  his  professional  emoluments, 
fiirt  the  patent,  which  is  said  to  have  been  actually 
making  out,  was  intercepted  in  its  progress  through 
the  proper  offices  by  An  address  ftom  the  House  of 
X^CLmmons^  .^4  tUiit  ^part  was  accordiqgly  inodified 


*  Mr.  Perceval  as  .Chancellor  and  Under  Treasurer 
43f  the  Exchequer,  possess  about  -  -  2500    0 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  -  2500    0 

Clerk  of  the  Irons  and  Surveyor  of  MeWngSj  Salary 
{Perquisites^  if  any>  not  known)  •  1.32  IQ 
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in  ttie  usual  manner.*  From  his  several  offices  he 
18  said  to  derive  about  five  thousand  pounds  of  the 
public  money^  and  it  has  been  stated  by  way  of  re- 
proach^ that  the  emoluments  of  his  relatives  are  ex:- 
cessive.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  Grenvilles 
will  be  found  to  have  far  more  than  the  Percevals ; 
but  as  this  is  no  argument  for  an  intemperate  love 
of  wealth,  on  the  part  of  either  family,  we  most 
cordially  wish  that  any  and  every  unmerited  pen- 
«ion  or  sinecure  may  be  curtailed  and  cut  down> 
so  as  to  square  with  the  necessities  of  the  times. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  will  with  equal  readiness 
ingenuously  confess,  that  the  salaries  of  the  great 
efficient  public  officers  of  the  state,  are  not  suffici- 
ently liberal,  and  therefore,  instead  of  being  dimir 
nished,  ought  to  be  augmented,  from  motives  a^f 
prudence  and  good  policy. 

As  a  man  of  business,  Mr.  Perceval  is  affable, 
quick,  and  ready    either  at  starting  or  answering 

I     I  ■  I— 1      III    li^iiiii—    >  ■      I  » ,      I     , ,  ,      I         ■     .I...  r. 

*  The  King,  in  answer  to  an  address  frona  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, delivered  the  following  mes$age  to  I<ord  George  Thyime, 
Wednesday,  April  8,  ISO7: 

*'  His  Majesty  assured  the  House  of  Commons^^  that  he  would 
take  the  substance  of  their  address  into  his  serious  consideration, 
and  that  for  the  present,  he  had  granted  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  only  during  his  royal  pleasure.  His 
Majesty  further  assured  the  House  of  Commons,  that  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  prerogative  vested  by  the  crown,  for  granting  offices, 
as  well  for  life  as  otherwise,  and  also  in  the  exercise  of  every  other 
branch  of  his  royal  prerogative,  his  Majesty  would  be  regulated  by 
an  anxious  regard  for  the  public  welfare  and  interests  of  hi* 
people/*  .  - 
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objections.  As  an  oratt>r,  lie  is  fluent,  perspicu^ 
ous,  conclusive,  and  without  possessing  the  good- 
natured  humour  of  his  predecessor  Lord  North, 
the  argumentative  decision  of  bis  rival  Charles  Fox, 
or  the  bold  and  commanding  eloquence  of  his  friend 
and  precursor  William  Pitt,  he  yet  finds  means  to 
engage,  to  wield,  and  to  convince  the  House  pf 
Commons. 

While  a  young  man  at  the  bar,  he  is  said  to  have 
spoken  of  all  those  who  differed  with  him  in  poli- 
tics, with  a  certain  degree  of  asperity,  and  at  times 
to  have  treated  the  assertors  of  popular  rights  as 
^^  Jacobins/'  But  the  ''  heyday''  of  blood  is  over ; 
a  more  mature  age  appears  to  have  dulcified  his 
expressions,  and  power  is  not  perhaps  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  same  means  with  which  it  was  ac- 
quired. It  has  unfortunately  become  a  standing 
proverb  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  ''  np  prac- 
tical lawyer'*  will  ever  make  a  great  minister  in 
England,  and  this  was  fairly  put  to  the  triul  in  the 
case  of  the  late  George  Grenville.  To  become  a 
statesman,  perhaps  it  is  proper  for  a  man  to  forget 
that  he  ever  was  a  barrister,  and  to  be  a  celebrated 
or  successful  one,  it  is  assuredly  necessary  at  one 
time  or  another,  to  aim  at  and  to  obtain  the  love 
and  confidence  of  the  people  ! 

As  for  a  mere  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
course  is  more  limited  and  the  track  infinitely  nar- 
rower. If  this  alone  be  Mir.  Perceval's  object,  may 
he  possess  all  the  good  qualities  of  Godolphin,  one 
of  the  niost  illustrious  of  his  predecessors,  without 
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any  of  bis  vices.  It  is  to  that  no)>leQian^  whp  fi^ 
tested  flattery  and  refused  the  ^arter^  that  the  qa- 
tion  during  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Q^^p 
Anne^  ^as  indebted  for  the  order  and  regularity  of' 
the  public  revenues.  It  was  he  who  introduced  :tbe 
present  comparatively  low  ipterest  of  money.  It  was 
be,  who  although  the  favourite  of  fqqr  successive 
soverigns,  never  once  sacrificed  the  interest  of  the 
people.  It  was  he,  who  notwithstanding  he  had 
been  a  lord  of  the  treasury  during  thirty  years,  Md 
Bine  of  these  at  the  head  of  it,  died  worth  no  niore 
than  4000Z.  per  annum.  Nor  ought  it  to  he  omkted, 
that  incorruptible  himself,  he  prohibited  the  pe- 
culations of  those  about  him,  and  could  be  re- 
proached with  but  two  faiilts,  the  one^  that  he  was 
rather  lax  in  his  political  principles,  which  he  ren- 
dered subservient  to  his  ambition  ;  and  the  other^ 
that  his  immoderate  love  of  gaming  was  thinlf 
disguised,  under  pretext  of  a  dislike  to  conver- 
sation. 


MR.STURT, 

XATE  M.P.  FOR  BRIDPORT,  AND  NOW  A  PRISONER  IN 
•FRANCE. 
"  Res  est  sacra  miser.^' 
This  gentleman  has  experienced  a  variety  qf  fpr- 
tunes,  and  were  the  ''  many-coloured  hues'*  ^f  his 
lifp,but  faithfully  and  ably  depicted,  it  would  af- 
ford the /sulo^ect  of  a  incffit  entertaining,  as  well  as 
instructive,  volume.    His  character  exhibits  J.  sc^qq 
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%t  }iSd,  vrlach  has  sotuBthing  of  gallaiitry  and  ro« 
mance  about  it,  wbile  the  rodden  transition  from  a 
senate  to  a  prison^^  and  from  all  the  comforts  of  so- 
ciety to  a  dungeon^  is  cajculated  to  excite  a  sigh 
in  the  most  obdurate  hearts,  and  even  to  call  forth 
compassion  from  the  bosom  of  a  personal  enemy. 

Mr.  Sturt  was  born  in  the  year  1760  or  176L 
His  family  has  long  been  eminent  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  and  his  father  the  late  Humphry  Sturt, 
of  Horton  arid  Critchill-house,  served  as  knight  of 
the  shire  with  one  of  the  family  of*  Pitt,  as  his 
colleague,  during  the  11, 12, 13,  t4f,  and  15th  par- 
liaments of  Great  Britain.  He'  was  also  a  very  ac- 
tive magistrate,  and  as  such  paid  great  attention  to 
the  business  of  the  quarter  sessions,  at  which  he  was 
a  constant  attendant.  His  wife,  who  attained  a  good 
old  age,  and  died  but  lately,  on  the  other  hand  we 
believe  was  rather  addicted  to  pleasure  and  cards ; 
and  if  we  are  not  greatly  mistaken,  her  Saturday 
night-routs  in  St.  JamesVsquare,  sdme  years  since, 
were  thought  to  be  kitOtd  at,  in  a  threatening 
charge  by  the  late  Lord  Kenyon. 

It  somehow  happened  that  Charles,  although  a 
younger  9t>ti,  bec^afne  the  heir  to  the  estates.  The 
particular  cause  that  superinduced  this  unusual  in-^ 
stance  of  paternal  displeasure  is  unknown  to  us,  but 


*  Mr.  George  Pitt  was  the  other  M.  P.  for  this  county,  until 
created  Lord  RivefS  of  Stmthfieldsea,  in  the  county  of  Southanip^ 
t6ii,  May  14,  1^7$,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  Son  in 
tlie  representation. 
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it  was  not  without  example  in  the  same  county, 
and  in  his  own  immediate  neighbourhood^  for  Mr. 
Portman  nearly  at  the  same  time  exhibited  a  similar 
instance  of  rigour  in  respect  to  his  eldest  son.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  Charles  was  educated  at  Poole,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  paternal  mansion,  and  had  fot 
one  of  his  school-fellows,  Mr.  Stephen  of  Serjeant^s 
Inn,  a  barrister  at  law,  and  a  M.  P.  in  the  present 
House  of  Coramona. 

Whether  it  was  from  the  natural  volatility  of  hi« 
temper,  the  proximity  to  the  sea,  or  a  concurrence 
of  these  and  other  causes,  we  know  not,  but  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  at  an  early  period  of  life  he  evinced 
a  resolute  determination  for  the  naval  service.  The 
risks,  difficulties,  and  inconveniencies  attendant  on 
this  kind  of  life,  are  generally  reserved  for  such 
children,  as  having  nothing  on  land,  are  obliged 
to  took  to  the  water  for  subsistence.  We  can  easily 
figure  to  ourselves,  therefore,  the  usual  demurs, 
objections  and  delays,  but  these  Vere  all  surmounted 
at  last,  and  Charles  with  a  blue  coat,  adorned  with 
a  bit  of  white  cloth  on  the  collar,'  and  provided 
with  a  fierce  cocked  hat,  unifocm  dagger,  &c.  soon 
made  his  appearance  on  the  quarter-deck  of  a  man- 
of-war. 

It  was  his  fate  to  be  placed  on  board  the  flag-ship, 
commanded  by  Admiral  Digby,  and  his  good  or  bad^ 
fortune  to  have  Prince  William  Henry,  now  Duke 
of  Clarence,  and  Admiral  of  the  Red,  for  his  mess- 
mate. Whether  it  was  some  point  of  duty ;  some 
real  or  only  supposed  instance  of  arrogance^  we 
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ktiow  not,  but  certainly  a  dispute  took  place  be- 
tween the  young  'squire  and  the  young  Prince^ 
and  the  son  of  a  Dorsetshire  magistrate^  determined 
?i¥ith  true  English  spirit,  not  to  yield  to  the  son  of 
aKing,  challenged  his  Royal  Hi^ness  to  a  pitched 
birttle.  The  fight  was  accordingly  decided  below, 
in  the  cockpit  of  the  Prince  George ;  and  Jupiter, 
after  long  poising  the  scales  of  fate,  and  weighing 
the  merits  of  the  respective  combatants,  being  no  re« 
specter  of  persons,  at  last  leaned  towards  Sturt, 
who  was  proclaimed  triumphant,  and  we  hope  and 
trurt  that  this  adventure,  in  which  two  angry 
boys  contended  at  Jistj/  aiffs,  was  attended  with 
f till  greater  advantage  to  the  vanquished  than  the 
victor.  ,  . 

How  long  young  Sturt  remained  in  the  navy  we 
know  not,  but  we  are  certain  that  he  never  attainedi 
a  higher  rank  than  that  of  lieutenant.  Other  hopes 
sprung  up,  and  other  scenes  awaited  him>  for  ia 
1784,  we  find  him  returned  M.  P.  for  Bridport,  to 
the  18th  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  he  was 
re-elected  in  1790,  without  any  opposition,  but  in 

1796,  Mr.  Thomas  Burgess,*  who   had  been  a 

""- . .  — — —        ■  -  -  ■    - 

*  Mr.  B.  was  brother-in-law  to  the  late  Serjeant  Watson,  who 
having  been  originally  a  sectarian  minister,  was  brought  in  on  the 
interest  of  the  dissenters.  On  his  acceptance  of  the  Chief  Justice- 
ship of  Jndia^  he  recommended  his  relative  Mr.  B.  and  at  the  con- 
iplusion  of  the  poll,  the  numbers  were  declared  by  th^  Returning 
Oiice]:  to  be  as  follows : 

Mr.  Barclay        *        13^ 

Sturt  -  119 

.       .    — ^Bnrgess        -       IQO 
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eaddkbite^  petttioited  agamrt  the  ftfturHy  oil  gfdtldd^ 
that  appear  odd  t4  us,  vi^.  ''  thai  b^  Was  not  po»^ 
sewed  of  estate  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a  seat  hi 
]^rl  lament/'  The  met  its  were  ordered  to  be  takett 
into  consideration  ori  the  9th  of  Feb.  ITQT,  but 
the  latter  djing  in  the  interim^  the  ''  order  of  tl»e 
day"  was  discharged.* 

Id  1801^  when  the  first  Imperial  Parliaftiefft 
was  conyoked,  we  agitti  find  him  and  Mr.  Barclay 
re-ehected,  and  ijpmediately  after  the  meeting  of  tiMS 
House  of  Commons  (Feb.  19),  the  former  mored 
an  enquiry  into  the  Ferrol  expedition.  He  com- 
itienced  his  speech, 

^^  By  asBtHTing  the  House  he  brought  his  motion  fbrwwtd  Hot 
from  enmity  to  any  individual  but  from  a  sense  of  duty  be  owed 
to  his  country.  He  then  entered  into  a  detailed  account  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  expedition^  stated  the  force  as  fully  efficient, 
the  commanders  as  men  of  high  character  and  approved  bravery  j 
the  town  of  Ferrol,  the  object  of  conquest,  as  weak  and  defenc^- 
kssB,  and  such  as  must  have  given  way  before  a  British  force^  bad 
k  been  attempted.  ^  With  the  town,  the  arsenal,  stores,  and 
Spanish  marine,  togetlier  with  the  merchantmien,  would  have 
feUen  at  once  into  our  hands,  but  through  some  fatal  miscarriagej, 
which  here  attached  blame  somewhere,  the  whole  or  this  array 
#as  not  only  compelled  to  re- embark,  but  even  may  be  said  t6  be 
discbmfiteJ  and  disgraced.  He  endeavouted  to  maintain  the  prac- 
ticabiltty  of  this  attempt,  and  the  assured  success,  on  the  opinions 
given  by  an  able  engineer,  and  also  of  officers  in  the  navy  and 
army,  high  in  respectability.  These  letters  he  road,  which  were 
written  under  a  strong  impression  that  Ferrol  could  be  tak<*n,  had 
the  enterprise  been  pushed  on  with  the  usual  spirit  and  vigour  of 
our  troops. — He  then  moved  for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry.*' 

Mr.  Sturt  was  followed  by  Sir  James  M.  Pulteney, 
Bart,  now  Secretary  at  War^  wfao^had  commanded 
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the  exjieditioii^  and  this  officer  in  a  long  explana^ 
torj  speech^  detailed  the  whole  of  the  transaction; 
from  the  first  landing  of  the  trdops  to  his  final  re- 
embarkation.  The  General  concluded^  by  declaring 
hsmself  ready  to  meet  any  enquiry. 

After  a  long  debate^  Mr.  Pitt>  who  always  depre- 
cated this  mode^  as  usual  dec^red  himself  averse  to 
all  retrospection,  under  pretence,  *^  that  the  naturef 
of  the  business,  consisting  of  military  topics  and  de- 
tails/should  be  referred  to  military  men^  who  were 
only  adequate  to  judge  of  it/*  This  doctrine, 
which  amounted  to  the  total  exclusion  of  all  parliel-' 
mentaty  intervention,  was  acquiesced  in,  and  ac- 
cordingly, on  a  division,  there  were  75  for^  and  149 
against  the  question. 

During  the  remainder  of  that  parliament,  as  well 
as  in  the  preceding  ones^  Mr.  Sturt  steadily  sup- 
ported the  opposition.  Indeed  he  had  generally 
voted  with  the  minority,  from  the  first  moment  hef 
entered  St;  Stephen's  Chapel,  having  been  a  decided 
enemy  to  the  contest  with  France,  and  all  the  mea- 
sures connected  with  that  event. 

The  original  profession  of  Mr.  Sturt,  as  well  at 
his  dereliction  of  it,  has  already  been  alluded  to ; 
but  although  he  did  not  follow  up  his  naval  career, 
«o  as  fo  attain  the  i^ank  of  Post  Captain,  yet  he 
dver  professed  and  continually  evinced  a  strong  at- 
tachment to  that  element,  oh  whfch  he  had  spent 
the  eai'liest  and  happiest  hours  of  his  life:  His  resi- 
dence at  Browhsea  Castle,  in  the  bounty  of  Dorset, 
afforded  hind  an  opporfuiiity  to  grfttify  his  warmest 
1809-1810.  L  I. 
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wishes^  and  be  accordingly  bought  aod  naytgated  a 
pleasure  boat^  in  which>  during  the  sumnier  months^ 
he  made  frequent  excursions.     On  the  ^  of  Feb. 
1799^  during  a  hard  gale  of  wind^  a  vessel  was 
driven  on  shore  at  Poole^  and  there  being  no  life 
hoaty  and  no  assistance  of  any  kind  to  be  had^  the 
erew  was  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  perishing. 
At  this  critical  momenta  regardless  of  his  own  pre- 
servation^ and  (Mily  thinking  of  the  unhappy  si- 
tuation of  the  poor  wretches  who  were  liable  to  be 
washed   away   by  every   succeeding  wavci    Mr. 
S^urt^  who  happened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
went  off  in  his  own  boat^  and  aft^r  a  perilous  but 
successful  attempt^  brought  the  master  and  men 
safe  to  land.     The  Romans   were   accustomed  U> 
decree  a  civic  crown^  for  the  preservation  of  the 
life  of  a  single  citizen^  and  the  Humane  Society^ 
an  institution  which  does  honour  to  England^  as 
a  reward  for  his  benevolent  intrepidity^  presented 
him  with  a  gold  mediiL  on  which  the  following 
ixiscription  wts  engraved : 

Carlo  Stuet,  Armigbro  : 

S.B. 

Ob  Vins  Ex  Fluctibus  Eriptis, 

1799. 

It  is  not  a  little  repnarkable^  that  the  subject  of 

this  article^  within  the  short  space  of  nineteen  months^ 

was  himself  rescued^  and  that  too  by  the  captain 

and  crew  of  a  merchantman^  from  a  watery  grave  ! 

As  his  «eat  was  in  the  vicinity  of  We^aouth,  he 

was  frequently  accustomed  during  the  residence  of 
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the  royal  family  tber^^  to  make  aquatic  etcursiong 
in  company  with  them.  On  Saturday,  Sept.  20, 
1800,  his  Majesty  with  the  Queen,  &c.  bayii^  re- 
paired on  board  the  Cambrian,,  the  St.  Fiorenzo  and 
Syren  immediately  s^Juted  ^  royal  standard,  and 
at  ten  the  three  frigates  slipped  their  cables,  and 
istood  out  to  sea,  on  the  larboard  tack^  On  this  a 
multitude  of  vessels  as  usual  folio  wed>  among  whitji 
Was  Mr.  Sturt's  pleauijre-boat.  The  breeze  being 
then  exceedingly  light>  he  was  enabled  to  sail 
round  the  Canibrian. 

At  half  past  ten  o^clock,  having  perceived  Mr. 
Weld's  cutter  beating  to  windward,  and  being  de- 
sirous of  having  a  race  with  her,  Mr.  Sturt  bore 
down,  and  soon  perceived,  that  in  the  seaman^s 
phrase,  she  *'  forfereached'*  his  vessel,  chiefly  ow- 
ing, as  he  supposed^  to  his  boat's  being  fastened 
astern ;  but  as  the  sea  now  ran  ioe  high  to  attempt 
hoisting  her  in,  he  struck  his  topmast^  and  made  all 
''  snug." 

About  eleven  o'clock,  at  the  distance  <if  two 
ieagues  from  land,  after  the  frigates  had  worn,  and 
stood  in  for  the  bay,  perceiving  that  the  pleasure 
boat  already  mentioned  had  still  the  superiority,  he 
proposed  to  one  of  his  sailors  to  jump  into  the  boat, 
and  carry  her  to  Weymouth,  being  assured  that  in 
'  this  case  he  should  at  least  have  a  fair  trial  with  his 
^rival.  The  man,  however,  being  fully  aware  of 
the  danger,  first  hesitated,  and  then  refused ;  on 
this,  turning  around  to  the  crew,  theif  commander, 
who  considered  himself  obliged  to  act  up  to  the 
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utmost  limits  of  ^e  point  of  honour,  addressed  them 
as  follows :  ^^  You  my  lads  have  surely  known  me 
long  enough  to  be  satisfied^  I  would  not  order  any 
of  you  to  do  what  I  would  not  do  myself.  Yon 
are  therefore  to  reef  the  sail^  and  ship  the  mast^  and 
I  will  go  myself  On  this,  snatching  up  the  pocket 
compass^  he  jumped  into  the  boat^  and  ordered  his 
master  to  steer  in  search  of  Mr.  Weld's  vessel. 
We  shall  take  the  remainder  of  this  singular  and  in- 
teresting narrative  from  his  dwn  recital : 

*'  I  hoisted  my  sail  and  steered  N.  N.  E.  to  get  clear  of  the 
Shambles}  found  a  considerable  sea  mnntng^  but  nothing  but 
what  the  boat  would  weather  with  ease  (for  she  nei'er  shipped  a 
thimbleful!  of  water  till  I  came  to.  the  Shambles). 

''  A  very  strong  ebb  tide  carried  me  to  the  westward,  and  on 
for  the  Shambles,  which  I  wished  to  avoid ;  put  before  the  wind, 
but  being  under  a  very  low  sail,  could  not  stem  the  tide ;  dared 
not  to  quit  the  helm  to  let  the  reeft  out  of  gthe  sail,  for  fear  of 
broaching  to  >  the  tide  bawling  me  dead  on  the  Shambles,  where 
the  sea  was  running  tremendously  high,  breaking  horribly,  and 
no  time  to  be  lost. 

"  Sensible  of  my  danger,  convinced  I  could  neither  get  to  the 
•astward  or  the  westward  of  them,  I  prepared  to  meet  the  danger, 
and  to  make  my  boat  as  lively  as  possible,  threw  overboard  my 
ballast,  which  likewise  would  prevent  her  from  sinkbg  to  t&e 
bottom  i  the  dismal  sound  of  the  brewers  I  began  to  hear,  aitd 
soon  saw  them  right  a- head :  aware  of  my  danger,  and  convinced 
my  boat  could  not  exist  many  minutes,  and  nothing  but  the 
Interposition  of  Providence  could  save  me,  to  divert  my  thoughts 
from  the  horrid  ideas  of  death,  I  began  singing  the  sea  song, 
'  Cease,  rude  Boreas,'  at  the  same  time  k^ping  tk^  boat^s  quar- 
ter to  the  surf)  as  I  was  singing  the  second  verse,  a  dreadful  sea 
all  foaming,  took  my  boat  on  her  larboard  quarter,  sheered  a- wea- 
ther my  helm,  she  lost  her  steerage-way,  broached  to,  upset, 
and  overwhelmed  rae,  the  sea  roilbg  orer  and  6v«r )  recovering 
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from  mf  alarm,  without  tht  smallest  hope  of  efscaping,  I  swam 
to  my  boat^  which  Was  laying  on  her  broadside ;  with,  difficulty  I 
got  into  her.  and  held  her  &st :  I  imtnediately  pulled  off  my 
eoat,  waistcbat,  shirt,  and  'cravat ;  this  I  accomplished  with 
difficulty,  being  wet. 

After  this  I  began  to  consider  what  could  be  done  -,  no  sail 
near  me  3 :  about  fifteen  miles  firom  the  nearest  land  3  a  dreadful 
hollow  broken  sea,  running  in  every  direction,  and  frequently 
overwhelming  me,  gave  me  no  hopes  of  saving  my  life.  To 
surrender  without  a  struggle  X  considered  weak,  and  the  thoughts 
of  my  wife  and  children,  which  at  that  period  struck  my  min(^ 
very  forcibly  (I  thought  I  sdw  them).  Recollecting  the  difficul- 
ties I  surmounted  two  years  before,  in  saving  some  men  from  a 
wreck  off  my  house,  and  knowing  that  they  were  saved  from  a 
^tuation  as  dreadful  as  my  own  "by, the  assistance  x>f  Divine  Pro-- 
vidence,  gave  me  rescduticin.  and  fortitu^  to  es^t  nJyself* 
I  began  to  clear  away  the  boat's  masts  and  sails,  which,  I  ac- 
complished at  last,  after  bei|ig  repeatedly  washed  off  the  boat. — 
When  I  had  cleared  the  wreck,  I  got  on  the  gunwalct,  jand  by 
my  weight  brought  her  to  right  5  I  got  into  her^  Iftit  the  viojcijce 
of  the  swell  coming  on  so  repeatedly,  washed  me  out  a;gain. 

"  The  difficulty  of  regaining  my  boat  agalnst.su^h  seas  quite 
exhausted  me,  and  the  sa}t  water  affected  my  eye  sight,  so,  that 
it  was  some  time  before  I  could  recover  my.  bpa.t.'  Lookii^ 
Tound  for  a  sail^  and  perceiving  none,  and  increasing  my  distance 
from  land,  I  begin  to  think  it  a  folly  to  struggle  apy  longer  for 
the  miserable  existence  of  a  few  hours,  however,  .,tbe  love  of 
life  (anci  hopes  of  sopne  vessel  heaving  iu  sight)  ^got  ^the  better^ 
and  I  resdved  to  use  every  ^possible  m^eans  of  preserving  it,  and. 
to  continue  in  the  boat. 

-  *'  Eepea^ediy  washed  off,  and^burit^d  in  the  yr&vesi  I  knew 
J  could  not  survive  much  longer.  >  I  then  recoilecte^  that  fisher- 
men, wh^  caught  in  a  gale,  frequently  let.a.sp^  or,p  rpast,  fas- 
ten^ to  their  boat's  painter,  go-a-bead,  ^¥(d  -tbe.sp^t.feroke  tlie 
force  of  the  waves  before  they  came  to-  tte  boat.  Ji^ving  been 
l^y  this  time  above  two  hOu^f  ia.thp  water*  fpr  I  iip?.^t  ^t^Jwelve, 
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I  felt  myself  much  fiitigoed^  and  found  that  it  was  abdoliitefy  tieces* 
iarj  I  should  trf  som^  flcbeme  to  relietne  taywtH.  I  accorditigl}r  took 
my  boat^^  paloter,  passed  itofer  toA  under  the  afber-thv^t,  or  deat 
of  the  boat }  in  aGCompdishii^  thia  1  ^w  frequently  buried  undei 
the  waves  for  many  seconds^;  a^d  they  foUpv^iug  each  other  so  re« 
pcatedly,  my  hrefath  was  nearly  gone.    . 

^'  At  this  period  seyeral  gurnets  (a  large  species  6f  sea-gull) 
horei^  cloae  to  me^  and  were  so  bold  as  to  come  withm  two  ^t 
of 'my  head  (I  suppose  they  anticipated  a  good  mieal  6f  mt) 
however  by  hallooing  pretty  loud,  I  convinced  them  I  was  not 
jet  dead  i  thej  took  flighty  and  I  saw  no  more  of  thein. 

'*  After  they  were  gone,  I  tried  how  my  scheme  answei^  \ 
when  a  heavy  sea  came,  I  got  out  of  the  boat  and  swam  to  leew^, 
holdii^  by  the  boat's  painter,  which  |  had  festeoed  to  h^  broadr 
atde>  which  being  to  the  sea  and  bottom  upwards,  the  su|f  brok# 
with  force*  against  her,  and  only  a  part  came  oyer  me. 
'-  ^By'thb  means  sa^ng  myself  fi^m  tasaxj  a  heavy  «ea,  my 
q>irits  tept  Up^ '  but^» !  when  I  tavli  discover  no  Bail  in  sight, 
the  aea  mavquogy  ilnd  it  dfaWing  t^i^ards  eveningi  they  begaix 
to  flag  t  stniggting  through  sudi  difficulties,  without  the  smMIesI 
jiTospect  of  being  xAeyed^  was  but  little  encouragenient  for  ma 
to  persevere^  and  being  full  three  hour^  in  the  water,  t  i^as 
Itach  weakened :  ^>o^it  threi^  o^lock  I  saw  twd  ^^  near  me, 
Ikbout  a  knile  to  leeward )  no  exertion  of  mine  I  knew  could  m^e 
^m  hear  me,  so  made  none :  beating  dbout  for  such  tl  length  oi 
time,  without  the  good  fortune  tb  see  any  sail  approaching,  j|ave 
ibe  little  hopes  of  saving  my  life,  continually  washed  off  my 
biCttt,  and  te^tedly  obliged,  to  avoid  the  sea  breakhig,  to  quii 
my  boat  an4  swim  to  leeward^  ccnisequcntty  dimim$hfe^  my 
strength. 

''  Aboi^t  a  ijvftrter  after  fcMir  a  Iwig  came  within  half  ia  ^teite,  hailed 
her,  stood  as  ftr  out  of  the  water  as  I  could,  moving  my^htods  and 
using  every  possible  means  for  her  crew  to  ^e  me  |  I  duceeeded  ^  I 
saw  her  men  go  up  the  main  ^oud^,  Bt¥i  the  crew  ^aDd  ^Sos^ 
tpgetber,  but  passed  im  withoht  offering  to  lend  me  life  ^^fest 
sissistancej  this,  indeed,  ^as  eno^h  for  me  to  surrender  a  li^ 
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whidi  vr^%  no  Icmglsr  supporiable  ^  such  inhvnn^iHty  excited  in  noe 
the  stroiigest  emotions  of  anger^  but  alas !  I  had  no  means  of 
redress  5  I  gave  up  all  hopes  of  being  saved. 

•*  Still  further  from  the  land,  a  gale  of  wind  coming  on,  the 
tide  carjrying  me  on  to  Portland  Race,  I  took  a  valuable  diamond 
'watch  of  my  wife's  out  of  my  fob,  tied  it  securely  round  th^ 
M^aistband  of  rpy  trowsers,  pulled  them  off,  and  tied  them  round 
the  fl^rt  of  t|ie  boat ,  when  I  had  done  this  I  made  a  running 
knot  with  the  painter,  intending  to  put 'it  round  me  in  my  last 
HKHnents,  that  as  my  boat,  as  the  wind  was,  would  be  driven 
.near  my  house,  or  Bridport,  my  watch  and  seal  might  lead 
to  a  discovery  of  who  I  was  3  having  done  this  I  became  quite 
indifferent  J  death  was  no  longer  terrible,  and  as  I  saw  no  signs 
<^  being  8aved>  I  ttat  quietly  cm  the  boat  patienUy  waiting  for  the 
next  wave  to  put  an  end  to  my  suffering. 
'  '' Immerae4  two  feet  umler  water,  tossed  al^ut  sometimes 
in  the  boat,  sometimes  boldii^  on  her  bottom,  washed  off,  and 
losing  her  for  several  minutes  5  I  found  that  neither  my  recollec- 
tion nor  strength  had  faded  me,  for  1  always  raised  myself  by 
treading  the  wtiter  to  discover  my  boat,  which>  when  I  did,! 
swam  up  tp:  abo^t  half  after  four,  experiencing  a  very  hard 
stm^le  to  recover  the  boat,  I  saw  eight  sail  to  windward,  it  was 
a  long  time  before  J  discovered  whether  they  were  standing  from 
me,  or  towards  me  -,  I  perceived  they  were  standing  towards  me ; 
this  g^ve  me  additional  strength  and  spirits  5  for  the  first  time  I 
saw  a  chance  of  saving  my  life,  and  that  Providence  still  watched 
over  me. 

*'  At  five,  three  or  four  ships  passed  me  without  seeing  me,  or 
npy  Ipeing  able  to  make  them  hear,  the  sea  running  high  and  break- 
ing violently  5'  three  more  passed  me  close  to  windward,  my  voice 
being  too  feeble  to  be  heard.  I  reserved  my  strength  for  the 
only  two  of  the  eight  that  had  not  passed  me;  a  brig  came  by,  I 
hailed  her,  lifted  up  my  hands,  and  fortunately  I  observed  they 
saw  me,  for  her  men  went  up  aloft  to  see  what  1  was  >  tliey  then 
tacked  and  stood  towards  me^^  but  did  not  hoist  a  boat  out  ^  this 
alarmed  me  j  having  been  some  hours  before  passed  by  one  un- 
feeling wretch,  I  sdn^ost  gave  myself  up  to  despair^  there  was 
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only  one  nere  Teasel  io  pan,  it  was  nearlj  dark,  a  dismat  sea, 
•nd  within  two  miles  of  Portland  Race }  if  this  passed  me  all 
was  over. 

*'  I  roused  myself  on  tliis  occasion,  and  hafled  her,  stood  on 
the  boat's  bottom,  was  washed  off,  got  on  her  again,  ahd  was 
again  washed  oiF;  however,  life  was  still  desirable,  as  long  as  I 
saw  a  chance  of  being  saved  ;  after  stniggling  again  and  again,  I 
was  discovered  by  some  of  the  soldiers;  I  saw  there  was  a  bustle 
on  board  her,  I  saw  men  runijing  up  the  rigging,  and  shortly 
after  a  boat  let  down  ;  at  that  instant  I  was  agitated,  my  firmness 
«eemed  to  forsake  me,  for  I  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and  was 
seizjed  with  a  violent  retching  from  the  quantity  of  salt  water  I 
had  swallowed  5  as  the  boat  approached  I  recovered:  when  she 
came  near,  the  sea  being  very  hi^h,  I  desired  them  not  to  come 
broadside  to,  but  stem  on ;  I  untied  my  trowsers  and  threw  them 
into  the  boat,  and  endeavoured  to  spring  in  niys^f,  bQt  ytzs  una- 
ble; the  crew  pulled  me  in  by  the  legs."  ' 

Notwith3Unding  the  dangers  and  fatigpef  he  ba^ 
experienced^  during  tSe  five  hours  and  a  half  he  had 
been  exposed  to  the  naked  sea,  Mr.  Sturt,  with  his 
wonted  skill  and  gallantry,  steered  the  boat  which 
had  thus  snatchjcd  him  from  inevitable  destruction, 
together  with  it?  cre^v,  through  a  heavy  sea,  and 
laid  her  ^long  side.  On  getting  on  bpajcd  the  vessel, 
which  was  lying  to  for  him,  he  found  her  to  be  the 
brig  Middleton,  Capt.  Rankin,  with  Colonel  Jack- 
son, and  a  detachment  of  the  85th  re^imen|;  of  foot 
on  board. 

Aboul;  eight  o'clock  they  entered  Portland  Roads, 
and  at  nine  Mr.  Sturt  went  on  shore.  After  dres- 
sing himself  he  repaired  to  the  esplanade^  and  wa 
congratulated  by  their  Majesties,  the  Dukes  of  Kent 
apd  Cumberland,  and  alt  his  friends,  who  imagine^ 
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that  the  little  bpat,  to  which; be  h^d  entrusted  him- 
self had  gon^  down  ; .  but  indejed  \vithout  this  haviog 
occurred,  his  escape  was  m  eyery  point  of  view  sin- 
gular in  the  extreme:;  for  not  only  was  night  fast 
approaching,!  but  in  half  an  Jiour  more  his  de- 
struction would  have  been  inevitable,  as  bis  limbf 
were  benumbed,  while  a  violent  pain  in  bis  sidci  a 
di^z^ness  in  his  head,  and  an  inclination  to  sleeps 
were  the  forerunners  of  that  deaths  which  in  a  few 
ininutes  more  most  certainly  awaited  Jiim, 

After  taking  the  necess^iry  refreshments,  and  reco- 
vering from  his  bruises,  his  wpaknesS;.  and  his  fe- 
tation, the  subject  of  this  memoir,  (determined  to 
testify  his  gratitude.  He  accordingly,  on  Tuesday, 
the  2Sd  of  Septen^ber,  repaii:ed  on  bpsu'd  the  brig„ 
in  company  with  Colonel  Jackson,  and  distributed 
fifty  guineas  among  the  ship's  crew.  To  Captaiw 
Rankin  he  presented  ten  guineas  and  a  silver  cup  ; 
while  John  Jones,  John  D^-yley,  James  NapiePj. 
and  John  Woodman,  the  four, men  who  had  .ven- 
tured in  the  boat,  received  five  guineas  each.       ... 

W^  lament  to  add  that  Mr.  Sturt  only  recovered 
ftolb  this  hair-breadth  escape,  to  be  exposed  to  still 
greater  misfortunes.  la  the  first  place,  all  his  po- 
litical hqpes  and  connexions  were  dissolved  and  cut 
off>  ip  consequence  of  his  exclusion  from  the  borough 
of  Bricjport.  In  the  next  place,  having  brought,  an 
action  for  damages,  on  account  of  a  supposed  in- 
trigue between  the  Marquis  of  B.  and  his  wife, 
fustead  of  receiving  a  verdict  in  his  favour,  as  he 
^nd  his  friends  expected,  he  was  subjected  to  the 
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contumeliotis  reprbaeheg  of  the  couiHiei  of  bts 
lOitagonist,  whp^  in  i^onsequence  of  a  present  of 
wine  anterior  to  tbe  dtscoverj  of  the  amour^  is  said 
to  have  termed  |Jiif|  much-injured  geiitleman  '^  i| 
coM-liearted  ipip^i  yrhosp  blood  was  composed  of 
Madeira  I'*^  ' 

'  Thirdly,  as  if  to  complete  the  clitoax,  h^ppenin^ 
to  be  OQ  the  continent  at  the  coma^nqement  of  the 
pt&^ni  war,  he  was  detained  contrary  to  the  general 
usage  of  all  civilized  nations,  and  with  others  of 
the  English,  transferred  to  Verdun. 

But  as  if  this  were  not  sufficient  to  oyerwhelra 
bim,  being  suspected  as  a  nayal  officer^  to,  have 
ikiade  some  inquiries  respecting  the  coasts  and  navy 
of  Prance,  he  has  been  suddenly  transferred  to  the 
fortress  of  Sitche  in  Alsace,  confined  in  a  dunf 
geon,  condemned  to  sleep  on  straw^  and  orily  per- 
initted  during  one  hour  in  the  day  to.  asceiid  the  bat- 
tlements, as  if  with  a  view,  not  to  cheer,  but  to  |)ro- 
tract  existence,  by  permitting  just  as  much  misery 
as  the  human  mind  can  b£ar,  without  being  driven 
to  that  state  when  either  wretchedness  entirely 
ceases  in  consequence^  of  deaths  or  bcomes  unfeit 
from  the  drangement  of  bur  intellects  ?  ^ 

In  1788  Mr.  Sturt  became  connected  with  the 
ndble  family  of  Shaftesbury,  by  a  marriage  witb' 
Mary  Anne  Ashley,  by  whom  be  ha*  bstd  four  chil- 
dren :  a  son  and  three  daughters. 
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MR.  M.  p.  ANDREWS, 

,  M.P.  FOR  BEWDLBV  IN  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

f^  DoyE,  DiATOLO  !    MbsSER.  LuDOVICO,  AVETE  PIGLIATO  TAH-r 
TO  COGUOKBRIB  ?*'--CaRD.  JD'EsTE  JO  AKIOSTO. 

To  be  at  times  gay  as  well  as  grave,  to  laugh  and 
moralise  by  turns,  are  not  unworthy  of  a  philoso- 
pher. Herpes  cannot  always  })e  either  described  or 
poftteniplated>  and  while  history  occupies  tli«  Kount 
spent  in  our  closet,  a  lighter  species  of  reading  is 
ttiore  appropriate  to  the  parlour  or  the  anti-cham*- 
\}et.  Horace  himself,  who  was  at  once  a  man  of 
letters  and  a  fine  gcnCleman,  frankly  owns  that  it  is 
agreeable  sometimes  to  trifle  -^ 

(DuLCE  est  desipere  in  looo.) 

It  is  thus  that  a  dull,  grave,  and  almost  obsolete 
inan,  ought  to  applogise,  when  he  slumbers  at  the 
^reshold  of  a  theatre,  or  makes  his  aukward  bow  iu 
the  circles  dedicated  to  fashion  ! 

Mr.  Miles  Pfeter  Andrews  is  the  son  of  a  respect- 
able merchant  in  the  city,  and  was  himself  originally 
destined  for  the  counting  house.  It  was  with  this 
view,  perhaps^  that  he  was  ed^Gatcd  abroad  :  hav<r 
ing  been  tent  early  in  life  to  Utrecht,  whence  it  was 
intended  (hat  he  should  proceed  to  Aleppo ;  but  this 
scheme  was  never  realised.  He  therefore  returned 
to  the  British  capiti^l,  where  instead  of  thumbing 
over  the  wast^-book  and  the  ledger  in  a  foreign 
land,  he  became  enraptured  with  the  poets  of  an- 
cient and  niodern  days,  and  woo^d  the  Muses  with 
j[;onsiderabIe  success,  !  . 
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His  father  had  culttvated  an  acquaintance  with 
the  dramatic  writers  and  actors  of  a  former  day^  a 
circumstance  which  not  only  obtained  for  young 
Mr.  Andrews,  his  second  son,  the  friendship  of 
Garrick  and  Foot,  but  gave  bis  own  mind  a  bias 
perhaps  towards  theatrical  compositions. 

Tlie  first  production  of  any  length,  attributed  to 
his  pen,  was  an  afterpiece  of  two  acts,  brought  out 
at  Drury-lane,  by  the  real  Roscius  of  a  former  pe- 
riod, and  favourably  received.  The  "  Election," 
a  musical  interlude,  ''  Belphegor,"  ''  Summer 
Amuscriients,'' ''  Fire  and  Water,''  all  of  them  Ope- 
ras ;  "  Dissipation,''  a  comedy  in  five  acts,  ''  Better 
Late  than  Never,"  the  ''  Mysteries  of  the  Castle,^'* 
the  ''  Enchanted  Castle,^'  '  Reparation,"  and  the 
"  Best  Bidder,"  all  appeared  in  succession,  either 
at  Drury-lane  or  the  Haymarket.  To  these  sue-, 
ceeded  ''  The  Baron,"  or  "  Knyvervanhatsderas- 
prakingatchdern,"  founded  on  a  popular  tale  with 
the  same  title,  written  by  La^y  Craven,  now  Mar- 
gravine of  Anspach.  , 

♦  The  following  is  the  cast  of  the  '*  Mysteriei  of  the  Castle/ 
•  new  Dramatic  Tale  in  three  acfe."  It  was  pexfbrmed  for  the 
fir«t  time  al  Covent  Garden  Tb€|atre>  on  Saturday,  Jan.  31,  179^> 
and  we  lament  to  behold  what  havoc  death  has  since  tsardeaoiong^ 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  sock  and  buskin! 

The  scene  includes  the  city  of  Messina,  in  various  points  of 
view,  and  part  of  the  coast  of  Calabria.    The  characters  ^e : 

Fractioso,  Mr.  Quick ;  Carlos,  Mr.  Pope  j  Count  Moikoni^ 
Mr.  Harlpyj  Hilario,  Mr.  J^wisj  Bernardo,  Mr.  Macready> 
Montauban,  Mr.  Incledon  5  Valoury,  Mr.  Munden  5  Cloddy,  Mr* 
Fawcett)  Fisherman,  Mr.  Powell. — Julia,  Miss  Wallig  5  Constan- 
ta^ Mrs.  Mountain  >  Annette,  Mrs.  Mattockv^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MR.  M.  P.  ANDREWS.  535 

So  fertile  was  the  imagination,  atid  so  various 
liave  been  the  labours  of  Mr.  A.  that  he  has  pro- 
duced every  ispecies  of  dramatic  composition,  from 
a  regular  comedy  to  a  simple  prologue,  in  the  latter 
of  which  he  is  allowed  to  have  displayed  peculiar 
excellence.     His  friend  Major  Topham  iooj  having 
at  that  period,  not  only  a  knack  at,  but  a  high 
reputation  for  writing  epilogues,  was  accustomed 
to  supply  him  with  o&e  to  most  of  his  plays,  which 
generdly  produced  a  burst  of  laughter,  aiid  contri- 
buted not  a  little  to  send  away  the  audience,  well 
pleased  both  with  themselves  and  their  entertain- 
ment.     He   in   return  transmitted  the   poetry  of 
''  Arley'*  to  the  World,  which  tended  to  give  cele- 
brity to  the  paper  of  that  name.     A  prologue  to  one 
of  his  plays,  was  also' written  by  a  very"  amiable 
literary  Duke,  who  has  been  dead  some  years.* 

*  "  Pitoi.o6UE  to  Better  late  than  Never,  a  Comedy  by 
Mr.  Andrews,  written  by  his  Grace  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds^ 
and  spoken  by  Mr.  Bannister,  jun« 

*'  Custom  commands  a  Prologue  to  each  Play  j 
Bat  cu9tom  bath  not  told  us  what  to  say : 
No  form  prescribed,  'tis  difficult  to  find, 
'  How  to  conciliate  the  public  mind. 

fhe  bashful  Bard— the  naodest  Muse's  fears, 

So  long  have  jingled  in  your  patient  ears. 

That  now,  perhaps,  you'll  scarce  vouchsafe  to  stay. 

To  hear  both  their  Apology— and  Play. 

No !  Better  sure  on  him  at  once  to  call. 

With— »<  Sir,  if  frighten'd  thus,  why  write  at  all  >  ^ 

We're  not  reduc'd  yet  to  a  trembling  pen ! 

Zounds !  Sards  will  crowd  us  soon,  like— Gentlemen,". 
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B^low  is 7a  specimen^  of  his  ovrh  talent^  btiii^ 
one  of  those  light  temporary  poetical  prefaces^  which 

'  ■>       III     '      ■"    ■"   ■  "      ■■ '■'■■        '    '  ■       I       III  ■        _^        ■  .    m< 

Something  like  this,  I  heard  a  friend  once  say. 

Who  wish'd  (poor  soul)  to  hear  a  new-launch*d  Play  : 

Box'd  snug  at  first,  completely  to  his  mindi 

With  cftlly  one  grave  auditor  behind  J 

Ere  the  third  act  had  struggled  to  its  end. 

In  reerd  three  critics,  each  the  author's  friend— ^ 

On  praise  determined — wit  confirm'd  by  wine  5 

Each  And !  or  If !  >ras  chaste— correct— damn'd  fiocf; 

To  taite  so  mark*d,  my  frieDd,  of  cocitse  gave  way ; 

But  «quee«*d,  thump'd,  kick'd— still  littcn'd  to  the  play  5 

Till  by  repeated  plaudits  grown  so  sc^e. 

Nor  flesh  nor  blood  could  bear  one  comment  more. 

Such  boist'roUs  friends  they  surely  cannot  tieed. 

Who  Wish  by  merit  only  to  succeed. 

To-night  we  offer  to  the  public  view> 

A  character,  you'll  owd«  perhaps,  is  new ; 

From  Doctor's  Commons  we  the  model  dravr  y 

A  promising  eldve  of  Civil  Law  j 
^  And  civil  sure  that  Law  which  can  provide 

Or  (shouM  need  be)  release  you  froril  a  Bride. 
*  Thrice  bless'd  the  mansion  where,  in  spite  of  iUsj 

jdlive  or  dead,  you  still  can  have  your  wills. 

Much  Could  I  c^er  io  our  Author's  cause ; 

Nay,  prove  hb  first  great  object-^j^oor  applause  ^ 

But,  lest  dull  friendship  should  his  geniiis  wrong,  J 

1*11  stop— before  the  Prologue  grows  too  long. 

And  Bfitter  late  than  never  hcAd  my  tongue.*' 

*  EriLOGUE  to  the  new  Comedy  of  the  ^'Ctjre  for  the  HearI' 
Ache/'  By  Miles  Peter  Andrews,  Esq.  M.  P. — Spoken  by 
Mrs.  Mattocks. 

Shakspbari,  a  shrew*d  old  quiz,  in  his  dull  ^ge. 
Said,  very  gravely,  all  the  world's  a  stage.** 
But  if  the  pioet  to  our  times  could  drop, 
He'd  rather  own  that  all  the  world's  a  shop. 
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are  ejcprsessly  writtett  for  the  purpose  .of  merely 
""^  fretting  ami  fuming  their  daj^''  upon  the  stage. 


And  x^hafs  the  trade  1  exclaim  the  critic  railersj 
Why,  "  nien  and  women  all  are  merely  ta^lars,*^ 
Nay,  frown  not,  beaux  5  and  ladies,  do  not  pout  5 
YouVe  all  your  ctitiing9  in  and  ctUtiiigs  out. 
And,  first.  Miss  Hoyden,  just  escap'd  from  school^ 
Slighting  mama^>  and  all  domestic  rul^i 
if  she,  ii^  fashion's  road,  should  chance  to  ti'ip. 
What  says  the  w(»ld  ?  why.  Miss  has  made  a  sUpf,  - 
And  if,  a  falling  character  to  savi^i 
.^he  wed^  with  age,  just  tottering  o'er  the  graven    . 
The  spprtive  world  will  still  epjoy  the  joke. 
And  spouse,  at  home,  at  once  is  made  a  chak^ 


The  pditicidn  next,  who,  when  in  placei 
Viewi  public  measures  with  a  tfoiUng  &ce^ 
Croaks,  when  he's  <mt,  a  discontented  note, 
9}itQ  he*8  4  ta^r, — he  has  turrCd  his  coat. 
Oft  have  tmeasur'i  you,  when  closely  sitting. 
To  see  wMt  twi^>  what  shape,  what  air,  was  fittrng^ 
Once  more  111  try,  if  you*U  make  no  reactance  j 
Mine's  ^  quick  eye,  andioeas^res  at  a  distance. 

lProduce$  the  skeer9  aud  miosmftii 
*'  Great  ]^lr.  Aldermaa-^your  wcMr«hip--Sir, 
If  you  can  stomach  it>  you  need  not  stir. 
Room  you  require,  for  turtle  and  for  hauritU, 
Tis  dotte-*-two  yards  three  quarters  rottnd  the  pauocb. 
Slim  Sir,  hpld  up  your  arna-— O  you're  a  ppet 
You  wapt  a  coat,  indeed— ycmr  elbows  show  it '' 
Don't  tremble,  man,  there's  now  vtQ  cau^e  for  &Ars^ 
Tho'  oft  you  shirk  us  gemmen  ofthe.s1ie€rs; 
Genius  stands  still  when  taylors  interpose, 
"Tis  like  a  watch-— it  ticks—  and  then  it  goes. 
The  needle  dropt,  the  warlike  sword  I  draw. 
For  e'en  our  sex  must  yield  to  martial  kw* ; 
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In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Andrews  formed  an  itc- 
quatntance  with  many  persons  distinguished  either 
for  their  talents  or  their  rank  in  life,  and  it  is  gene- 
rally understood  that  the  eccentric  Lord  LyttMon,* 


Lady  Drawcansir  came  to  ipe  last  night, 

*'  O !  my  dear  nia*am,  I  am  in  such  a  fl'ight ; 

'*  Thej'*ve  drawn  me  for  a  man,  and,  what  is  worse, 

"  I  am  to  soldier  it,  and  mount  a  horse : 

*'  Must  wear  the  breeches."    Says  1,  '^  don't  deplore 

•'  What  in  your  husband's  life  you  always  wore  j 

^  But  that  you  la'aship's  heart  may  cease  from  throbbing, 

*'  Ixjt  your  fat  coachman  mount  upon  fat  dobbin  -, 

**  And  for  the  good  old  pair  Til  boldly  say, 

"  Nor  man,  nor  horse,  will  ever  ran  away  5"    . 

*'  Run — arrah,  who  is  that-^-dont  fear  betray," 

Cries  patriot  Paddy,  hot  from  Bantry  Bay ; 

IJssumlng  the  brogue^ 
*'  The  Frenchmen  came,  expecting  us  to  meet  'em, 
*'  And  sure  we  all  were  ready  there  to  beat  'emj 
*'  With  piping  hot  potatoes  made  of  lead, 
**  And  powder  that  would  serve  instead  of  bread  j 
"  Then  for  the  meat.  Oh,  such  fine  legs  of  frogs,     • 
"  With  warm  dry  lodging  for  them  in  the  bogs." 
"  They  came,  alas,"  cried  I,  of  terror  flill, 
"  They  made  a  conquest'*—**  no,  they  made  a  bull." 
But  softly — what  with  measures— bulls — and  battle^ 
You  must,  I'm  sure,  be<i*ed  of  my  dull  prattle  j 
But  while  you  look  so  pleasant,  kind,  and  clever. 
Had  I  my  will,  I'd  talk  to  you  for  ever.** 

*  This  was  not  the  ''  moral,"  George  Lord  Lyttletpn,  the  com- 
panion of  the  King's  father,  (Frederick  Prince  of  Wales)  the  op- 
ponent of  Walpole,  the  coadjutor  of  Lord  Chatham,  and  the  author 
of  a  little  volume  of  classical  poetry,,  but  his  son.    This  young 
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•diliibited  a  lasting  proof  of  his  regard  by.a  bequest 
ia  bis^wffi.  But  asftfe  was  not  on  one  hand  dazzled 
•wilh  swtms,  80  4id  he  not  on  the  other,  like  too 
many;  literary  toen,  omit  any  fair  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  and  securing  his  independence.  Ac^ 
eordingly,  on  the  death  of  an  elder  brother,  who  we 
believe  possessed  the  manor  of  Dartford,  and  car- 
ried oti  a  c^letorated  manufactory  of  gun-|)owder 
tliere,  he  immediately  succeeded  him  ;  and  it  is  ho 
^mall  ptaise,  perhaps,  at  least  in  time  of  war,  that 
he  wtohas  no  often  extracted  a  laugh  from  a  British 
audience,  has  not  unfrequently  brought  tears  in  the 
ey^  6f  ihetr  enemies !  In  fine.  Hood,  Howe,  St. 
Vincent,  and  the  Duke  of  Bronte,  have  all  been 
indebted  td  this  modern  SaJmoneus  for  their  thun- 
der. 

Mr.  Andrews  does  not  appear  to  have  turned  his 
inind  tiowards  a  seat  in  parliament  until  1T90,  when 
he  succeeded  the  late  Lord  Westcote  for  Bewdley, 
who  was  soon  aifter  created  Baron  Lyttleton  of 
Fnmkley  in  Worcestershire.  He  has  been  uni- 
fotmfy  re-elected  for  the  same  in  1796,  1803,  1806, 
and  1807,  without  any  opposition,  and  has  conse- 
quently sat  during  *five  successive  Parliaments. 

?%i9  gentlentan,  long  known  in  the  gay  world, 
has  lately  purchased,  ornamented,  and  fitted  up 

bobleman,  (Thomas  Lord  L.)  possessed  pwhaps  greater  tdents 
than  him,  but  died  in  the  midst  of  a  career  of  dissipation,  eUe  lie 
might  have  been  reclaJQied.  He  thought,  on  his  death-bed,  that 
he  saw  an  apparition,  and  was  in  bope^  by  outliving  the  prediction, 
to  "  jockey  the  ghost," 

1809-1810.  M  M 
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the  noble  mansion^  recently  builtby  Lord  Orenyilfe^ 
^faich  possesses  a  fine  view  of  the  Grecsi  Parfc^i 
Inhere  he  lives  in  an  hospitable  and  eU^nt  man- 
ner^ and  gives  entertainmeats  to  the  %st .  p^Pp}^  o^ 
flkshion.  . 

,  He  ^as  In  habits  o/  intimacy  with  the  late  Duko. 
of  Leeds,  *who  exhibited  a  congenial  turn  for  poe- 
try, and  during  the  present  war  has  betaken  hin^-^ 
self,  like  most  men  of  fortune  in  the  nation,  to  a. 
military  life,  being  at  present  Lieutenant-Colpnel 
Commandant  of  the  St.  Martin's,  now  called  "  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  Volunteers.*' 

Mr.  A.  possesses  Bignore  manor  near  Dart- 
ford,  and  is  concerned,  as  has  been  already  stated/ 
in  the  great  gun-powder  manufactory  carried  on  in; 
that  neighbourhood,  which  furnishes  supplies  to  go- 
vernment to  an  immense  amount,*  of  that  prinerpal 
article  in  the  long  catalogue  of  those  employe4 
for  the  purpose  of  human  destruction.  *  During 
the  American  war,  the  contractors,  d];eaming  x)f  no- 
thing but  close  quarters,  deemed  it  unnecessi^ 
that  our  cannon  balls  should  have  any  effect  at  a  dis^ 
tance ;  but  they  now  prove  fatal  both /arand^nea^* 

The  member  for  Bewdley  sometimes  delivers  his 
sentiments  in  parliament.  In  January  1797,-  w)ien 
Mr.  Pitt  proposed  his  scheme  for  encreasing  the-as-^ 
sessed  taxes,  so  as  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money 
within  the  year,  it  was  considered  by  him  as  the 
best  plan  that  had  hitherto  been  devised. 

*  The^rm  of  the  bouse  U  Pugon  mi  Andrews.^ 
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**  tte  thought  the  bill  before  the  House  would  be  productive  of 
much  good,  as  it  had  a  direct  tendency  to  preserve  the  credit  of 
the  funds.  The  burden  vi^as  certainly  great,  but  in  our  present  si- 
tuation strong  measures  were  absolutely  necessary.  The  French 
rulers  had  avowed  an  hostility  against  the  existence  of  our  consti- 
tution, and  we  had  no  alternative ;  we  must  either  exert  ourselvei 
or  perish.  The  enemy  had  .chosen  the  road— ihe  road  was  war.? 
war  was  now  our  only  road  to  peace.  Government  had  twicQ 
tried  to  obtain  that  blessing  by  negotiation.  Should  we  now  by 
tame  and  abject  submission  sue  for  peace  ?  Should  we  allow 
them  to  enslave  us  under  the  pretext  of  giving  us  liberty  ? 

'*  He  was  not  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
but  he  could  not  help  obsen?ing,  thit  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer evinced  his  patriotism  by  bringing  forward  the  present 
measure.  It  was  much  against  his  (Mr.  Pitt*s)  personal  conveni- 
ence, and  by  it  he  risked  at  least  his  existence  as  a  minister.  This 
bill  created  no  friends,  but  gave,his  Enemies  many  opportunities  of 
employing  their  devices  against  him.  He  was  well  disposed  how- 
ever to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  he  thought  it  would  havd 
been  happy  for  the  country  if  this  system  had  been  adopted  long 
ago ',  for  then  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  ambition 
and  folly  of  any  minister  to  have  carried  on  any  war  so  long  as 
wars  had  been  carried  on,  as  by  recurring  to  the  funding  system, 
a  fatal  facility  was  afforded  to  the  commencement  of  arid  persever- 
ance in  hostiKties.'*  . ' 

In  the  course  of  this  speech,  he  paid  nif  ny  com- 
plimcnts  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  trusted 
^^  that  there  was  not  £tn  arm  in  this  island,  capable 
of  wielding  a  sword,  that  would  not  be  proud  to  da 
it  against  such  a  foe." 

In  1802  we  find  his  name  in  the  list  of  the  mino*- 
rity,  who  voted  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  Wales' 
claims  to  the  revenues  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwal 
during  his  minority,  and  also  on  the  Additiona). 
Force  Bill,  June  18, 1804. 

M  M  3 
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But  it  is  cliteffy  fts  H  teember  of  tli^  SdH  Tim, 
that  Colonel  Andrews  has  rendered  himself  conspi- 
cuous^ and  in  this  point  of  view  he  is  not  eclipsed  bjr 
any  one  in  the  higher  circles  of  fashion.  His  house 
is  oeeastonaHy  thrown  open  to  the  first  cempany^  attd 
no  private  gentleman  perhaps  has  ever  possessed  a 
ttiore  elegant  assemblage  of  liords  and  Ladies^  than 
have  made  their  appearance  at  his  routes.  His 
noble  witb-drawing  rooa^s>  unitiag  with  the 
brilliancy,  of  an  audience  ehaiidber  all  the  ^bct 
of  a  conservatory^  exhibit,  amidst  Uie  severest  ri* 
gours  of  winter,  a  parterre  of  blooming  Duchesses, 
Marchionesses,  Countesses^  Baronesses^  &c, ;  and 
had  he  realised  hi^  early  iocUnatioDs,  and  repaired 
to  the  East,  his  Itarem,  even  \i  be  had  beoone  a 
Turkish  Bashaw,  would  have  turned  pale  at  the 
fight  of  so  many  fine  specimens  of  British  beauty. 


MR.  FILMER  HONYWOOa 

laie  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of  Keitf* 

THAT  the  minds  of  the  English  are  continually 
Occupied  with  political  discussions,  and  that  they 
debate  with  an  honest  ardor  on  all  events,  connected, 
even  in  a  remote  degree,  with  the  happfness  or  pros- 
perity of  the  nation,  is  a  fact  well  known  to  every 
native,  as  weH  as  to  every  foreigner  who  has  visited 
this  country.  In  the  capital,  the  great  interests  of 
the  empire  are  freely,  and  oftentimes  ably  dis- 
cussed. Our  comiexions  with  allied  states;  our 
disputes  with  hostile  Ones ;  the  rights  and  claims  of 
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aeutr&l  mod  belligecent  powers;  tbe  pretensioDft  of 
rival  statesmen;  the  conduct  of  ministers  and  of 
^ppositida;  all  these  by  turns  engage  the  atten,* 
iion  and  cKcite  tiie  lucubrations  of  the  pohtieians  of 
pur  metropolis.    . 

,  Those  who  reside  at  a  dirtaoce  from  the  centre 
of  information,  revolve  within  ap  buqibler  orbi^ 
and  are  content  to  occupy  theipselves  with  specu* 
latipns  of  a  more  limked  nature.  The  merits  or 
demerits  of  a  fcn^ht  of  the  shire  with  them  be* 
come  a  fit  sidiject  of  discussioit  and  not  unfre* 
quentl J,  9f  enmity ;  the  name  of  a  fai^ourite  can^ 
didale  is'  a  prefix  for  a  whole  family ;  red,  blue^ 
and  orange  ribbands  serve  us  the  symbols  of 
stffectioB^  aftd  petty  feuds  are  carf ied  te  such  a 
length,  ithat  during  a  hard«^fougbt  election^  tb«  zmA 
of  ftioodsbip  ceases  U>  operate^  the  ties  of  blood  no 
longer  himA,  aod  commerce  iteelit  in  a  great  mea« 
sure  ceasing,  ^ven  the  clamours  of  interest  (the 
^eity  worshipped  by  the  English  of  the  present,  as 
by  the  i>(itcb  d  %  ^mer  ^^^y  ^  ^  are  for  a  while 
suspcndect 

The  CQ^nty  ^f  Kent  has  long  stood  en^ineatly  eon- 
^picupus  in  this,  as  it  is  in  almost  every  other  poiift 
4rf  view.  Situate  in  the  vrcinity  of  the  metropolis, 
abounding  with  men  qt  enWghtened  minds^  ii^nd 
■possessing  every  ppssible  inlgt  to  knowledge  i^nd 
to  wealthy  UQ  otl^  d^^ift,  af  ^qual  e24ept,  in 
the  ^gdpoij  can  cpmpai^c  v^ith  it.  U  was  the 
first  portion  of  England  that  attained  eiriUza* 
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tioD^^  iand  is  likely  to  be  the  last  to  relapce^  either 
into  slaierj  or  barbarity. 

.The  admirable  law  of  gavelkind,  wbich^  to  at- 
iaia  the  summit  of  humaa  perfection,  wants  only 
an  extension  to  heirs-female^  as  well  as  heirshmale; 
has  effected  much  for  its  prosperity  and  happiness; 
and  this  is  perhaps  the  only  county  in  the  kingdom 
\rhereakiud  of  happy,  equality  prevailk,  in  the  for- 
tunes of  the;  cbuotry  gentlemen^  all  of  whom^  of 
any  note^  possess  about,  aod  few  or  none  exceed 
3000/.  or  4000/.  per  annum.  The  farmers  consist 
of  sturdy,  apd  it  may  be  added,  of  .opulent  yeo- 
manry, who  have  not  only, votes  of  their  own,  but 
can  command  the  suffrages  of  others.^  'Here,  a  man 
of  furtu^np  will  not  blush  to  sell  a  hundred,  or  a 
tb^usdpd  hop-poles ;  the  writer  of  this  article 
Icnows'that  one  of  its  noblesf  does.not  think  him- 
self dishonored^  by  enabling  his, neighbours  to  fat- 
tep  their  Qien  by  means  of  his  intervention,  while 
he  has  beheld,  the  lord*lieutenant;{;  sending  his  team 
of  oxen  to  market  with  wheat  raised  under  his  own 
immediate  inspection,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
being  retailed  in  single  bushels  at  the  neighbouring 
market. 

*  *^  Kent  is  the  civilest  place  of  all  the  isle  "-^Shakspeare, 
f  Lord  Barham,  late  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  who  has  an  oil- 
mill  on  the  Medway,  between  his  ov/n  house  and  Maidstone. 

X  The  Earl  of  Romney  j  Lord  Camden,  in  consequence  of  the 
resignation  of  that  worthy  nobleman,  has  lately  succeeded  him  in 
.fbat  office. 
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c  *  Aft^  this^  preliminiEiry  reinark^^  it  ^ill  cease  to 
surprise^  when  it  is  added,  that  feent  is  first  in  agri- 
cidtw^ 'aifd  in  wealth;  t|iat  it  possesses  a  greater 
nunibet.  of  voters  than  any  other  portion  of  th^ 
island'  of  ^  equal  extent;  and  that  it  ha&  efieoted 
more  to  ascertain  aiid\  substantiate  its  own  inde* 
pendence,  both  in  respect  to  royal  and  aristocratic^l 
influence;  than  any  other  county  in'  the  kingdom^ 
its  freeholders,  ncxw  in  nomher  about  HOO,  when 
excited) by  the  critical- Isituation  of  the  timJBs,  ot 
afiedbidn  to  a  piof)ular.  caifididate,  have  ^^aordingl^ 
performed*  wonders,  in  rthernd/^  teeHieS  thetliost  for-^ 
middbleiudioii  6f  rpower^ever  witnessed  before,  and 
haVe  aBiially  triampbbd  lOver  thfe.  combiiied  interest 
ofthoifliDde  doek-yards/orChatham,  Sheerness,  and 
Deptfqrdj  the  military  arsenal  at  Woolwich,  and 
the  metropolitan  and  episcopal  sees  qf  Canterlwry 
and  Rodiester: 

,  Filoier  Honywood,  a  name  formed  to  combine 
in  an  appropriate  mamier  with  these  facts  and  ob- 
servations, was  born  in  the  county  of  Kent  in  the 
year  1748.  IJe  is  the  elder  son  of  Sir  John  Ilony- 
wood,  of  Evington,  in^the  county  of  Hants,  Bart, 
by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Filmer,  of 
East  Sutton,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  Bart. 

It  was  in  the  latter  coun|;y  that  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education^  at  a  provincial  school^ 
where  one  pf  his  contemporaries  was  the  late  Colo- 
nel Richard  Jamqg,  of  J[gthaai  Court  Lodge,  who 
was  his  bopom  fri^finl  and  mo9t  zeaioiRs  i^pporter, 
until,  about  a  dozen  of  yeatr  ^ince,  when  he  obtain- 
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ed  the  joint-reeeiverBbip  of  the  tdunty,  ^ongHf  tbe 
IbflueEice  of  ibe  Duke  of  JE^set. 

It  is  eurioiis  to  truce  pr^uiiples^  wb^  like  pn^ 
pertj>  thej.  become  io  sMse  families  JieredltaTy. 
jCertain  it  i$,  tbattlK  aoeestors  of  the  subject  of  this 
meoioir  took  the  same  side  astl^  bulk  of  the  nation 
dtiring  the  ciy il  wars;  and  itis  a  well-known  &ct,  tfaat 
he  himself  ^as  for  manj  jears  the  most  papular  re« 
pr^eotatife^  perhaps,  eyer  sent  to  jmrliameot  bj  aoj 
couotj  in  the  kingdom.  Id  another  poiat  of  view> 
however;  he  <Loes  not  appear  to  have  imitated  hia 
progenstors  ;  fm  one  of  bis  fisnaleAncestoiH  b  certi- 
fied to  havi  had,  at  her  decease,  po  fcn  than  '^  three 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  children  ^  lawivdlj  de- 
scended from  her."*     His  unok^  the  late  General 


*  The  reverend  continuator  of  Camden,  records  tbe  fbllowing 
extraordinary  circumstance :  "  At  Lenham,**-  says  he,  **  is  a 
Aing  remarkable,  mentioned  on  tbe  tomb  of  Robert  Thompfon, 
Esq.  in  the  church  there,  who  was  grand-child  to  t^at  truly 
religious  matrcp,  Mary  Honywopdj^  wife  of  Robert  Hony wood, 
Esq.  of  Charing.  She  had,  at  her  decease,  lawfully  descended 
from  her,  three  hundred  and^  sixty-seven  children ;  sixteen  of 
her  own  body,'  one  hundred  and  fottrtffen  gratid-children,  two 
hundred  and  twenty 'eight  in  the  third  generack>n,  ittid  t^M  in  die 
fourth.  >  Her  renown  closeth  vHh  her  posterity,  her  fcftdy  1»^ 
in  the  church,  and  her  monumenj:  may  be  seen  in  Mark's  VbtU^ 
iE^sex,  where  rfie  died.**         ' 

Mr.  Hony  wood  has  never  had  a  wife,  and  it.  has  been  jocn- 
larly  observed  both  of  him  and  of  Sir  William  "Geary,  by  thd 
partufvan^of  SirtEdw^d  UnalcbbulH  that  from  the  vi^ht^t^pert 
of,tlieir  astaWish^mti  ih^xhweAKtn  feoflWed  to  ec^  wHh,  aod 
sopietimes  ^oroverac)^e,  tfie^.n^wjiOi  j^af  bad  Qo.letf^thaa  tlq^ ! 
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tation  on  tWcoptmeAt  udi)^  WUUai)^^  Duk«  of 
Cumb^bnd>  left  him  a  v^ly  c0i)4^er»l>le  laoded 
^s^ate^  and  it  ia^ott  a  little  rooMirkable;  tfatift  aHhough 
\ke  possessed  mi  excellcDt  mailj»tan  on  his  Eiicx  pro? 
petty,  apd  ba<i  not  any  respectable  residence  on  bis 
Kentisbj  yet,  he,  far  a  period  of  about  forty  years^ 
preferred  to  rent  a  bouise  in  one  county,  rather  thaa 
gf  atuitcHisly  to  occup^y  one  of  his  own  in  another. 

The  first  spot  be  settled  at,  after  he  had  grown 
up,  ^aa  Hali's  Place,  near  Charing,  lately  appeiv 
tainiBg^to  the'  Sawbridges^  one  of  the  wildest  and 
Boost  romantic  spots  in  tbk  island.  It  is<  an  upland 
tefpxm,  surrounded  with  the  OtteKien  woods,  ex* 
cept  tu  UiQ  e^t,  whence  there  is  a  fine  prospect  of 
the  sea,  the  great  and  little  Nore,  and  M  the  men 
of  war  and  merchantmen  as  they  enter  or  leavo 
those  two  BOble  rivers,  the  Medway  and  the  ^ 
Thames.  Here  heki^)t  a  pack^ftf  homids,  brewed 
ale  for  bis  neigl4)0Urs,  as  port  wine  bad  not  tbsn  as 
nbw  become  tbe^  comrnou  beverage  in  the  county, 
fe^pt  oflr4he  gout,  4iieeoeftiEy,  4Mr  as  simie  will  have 
it|  the  fdend  «fbid  irid  ajge,'by)r^olar  exercise,  and 

*  Hie  Gef^f^,  Sk^  4i6d  in  1785,  W«8  a  singular  character  ia 
manj  respects,  an4  is  said  to  have  bequeathed  501.  to  any  6ne  who 
was  in  want/  and  \vrou)d^K>ve  a  fH^ationshtf)  to  him.  Thisy  as  appears, 
was  accordingly  done  by  Sir  Oliver  I— g^r-n*  then  in  the  work* 
house  at  C^nt^biiicyt.  ^t)0  had  been  bred  a  cobbler.  Lady  ¥.,  z 
washerwoman,  waa  at  ^^same  time  there.  This  bequest^  with 
the  result  of  the  d^n),,  &(C«  has  beeo  improperly  attributed  t^  a 
late  tef(%rapbef  td  A^^tiah  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Inwood. 
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ifti4  the  foundations  of  that  popnlarity  whkh  so 
long  made  him  4  fayonrite  representative. 

He  afterwards  left  this  firfe  healthy  Alpine  re* 
gion^  as  the  house  was  not  sufficiently  large  for 
bis  establishment;,  and  descending  into  the  vale^ 
resided  for  nrtany  years  at  Linstead  Lodge,  formerly 
the  seat  of  Henry  Roper,  Lord  Tenham,.  and  still 
appertaining  to  bis  descendants.  Near  to  it  is  the 
village,  which  still  gives  a  title  to  the  head  of  his 
&mily,  so  called  according  to  Lambard,  because  it 
vvas  fL  decenncri/^  or  in  other  words,  consisted  of  ten 
bouses*^  Here,  with  a  ,park  around  ium,  and  the 
adjoining  lands  in  culture,  Mr.  Honywood  began 
to  farm  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  altliough  few  men 
of  large  fortunes  find  this  a  profitable  speeulationy 
yet  we  have  every  reason  to  believe^  that  his  agri^ 
cultural  puri^uits,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view>  were 
ikr.  less  unprofitable  than  his  jpolitiical  oae%  of 
which  we  are  now  about  to  treat.    ». 

The  first  appearance  of  the  subject  of  this  me* 
^Eioir  in  public  life  was  in  the  fourteenth  parlia- 
ment of  Gfeat  Bntain,  as  one  of  ,tbe  members  foi^; 
Steyning,  in  the  county  of  S«stex>  :Noy..29^  17T^h 

I  *  Tenham,  u  is  wdU-ki*o\ro,,  was  the  fli*t  plfK^e  in  England 
where  cherries  were  intnxitttjedt  They  WiW(e,p^^d, there  aboat 
1520,  by  Richard  Haynes,  fruiterer  to  Henry  VUI.  The  fact 
itself  is  recorded  by  Drayton  In  the  foUowing  Unes  s 

i  "  Where Thamesward  to  the  sbore^  whh  shpols  upon  theme, 
'  "Rich  Tenham  undertakes  thy  closets  to  «nfiiee- 
i  *'  With  cherries,- whicbi'W^e  say,  the  samoterin  doth  bring, 
.^^*  Wherewith  Pomona  crowns'  the  plump  ^lid  lustful  spring."; 
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On  this  oecasioD^  he  succeeded  his  relation  ^  Sir 
John  .FU(Der>  Bart.>  and  after  having  sat  during 
the  five  following  sessions,  in  1780  M^as  rechosen  for 
this  borougli^  and  at  the  same  time  returned  for  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  conjunction  with  the  Hon/ 
Charles  Marsham,  now  Earl  of  Itomney.     On  this' 
he  mad^  his  election  for  the  latter,  and  was  sue-- 
ceeded  as  representative  for  Sfleyning,  by  his  nephew,  ^ 
Sir  John  Hopywood,  Bart,    In  the  sixteenth  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  which  met  May  18,  ITSt, 
he  wa^  rerclected  with  his  former  colleague ;  but  as 
Mr.   Pitt,  a  young  political  adventurer,  began  to 
exhibit  a  practical  opposition  to  all  the  generous 
principles  of  his  early  rnanhppd,  he  was  soon  mark-^ 
ed  out  for  exclusion,  and>  the  history  of  his  future 
contests  would  form,  a  work  of  no  small  bulk;  but 
the  object  has  in  some  measure  ceased  to  proVe 
interesting,  partly  on  account  of  the  obsolete  na- 
ture of  such  conflicts,  and  partly  on  account  of 
their  provincial  import. 

In  Kent,  as  in  all  the  other  counties  of  this 
kingdom,  there  are  two  parties  ;  the  whigs  and  the 
tories.  The  former  consist  chiefly  of  the  families 
that  distinguished  themselves, by  an  adherence  to 
th^  popular  pretensions  of  .William  III,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  hereditary  claims  of  the  house  of  Stu- 
art, and  all  those  who  deem  the  kingly  power  aris- 
ing out  of  the  choice,  and  expressly  limited  to  the 
benefit  of  the  subject.  The  latter  is  compounded  al- 
most entirely  of  those  whose  ancestors  sufiered  in  the 
cause  of  kings^  or  who  themselves. or  theii*  families 
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have  enjaj'^,  or  hope  to  fnijoj,  offices^  pimces,  pai* 
stons^  or  prefenDents>  whefli^  eccksinrtical^  l^alj 
or  civil  ia  the  states   . .  -./ 

Accordingly^  in  1790^  the  latter  party  who  ha4 
hecome  strong*,  p^^y  hy  mx  year^  possession  ^ 
ppwer,  and  partly  by  the  terrors  of  the  French  Re- 
iFolution^  brought  forward  and  supported  a  aew 
candidate  ;*  and  as  Lord  Romney  was  in  a  declining 
state  of  health,  and  Mr.  M arsham  declined  a  serious 

*  Sir  Kdward  Kaatchbtill.  Km  femity  has  been  settied  at 
Mersham  le  Hatch,  in  Shepp^  Lsitbe,  siaoe  tbe  thn^  of  Henrj 
VII.  but  tbey  }»i  kpds  in  K^ot  so  early  as  the  reign  of  Edyr^td  II» 
Norton,  the  first  baronet,  who  most  probably  was  a  royalist, 
obtained  his  patent "  August  14,  1641.  He  married  Miss  West-^ 
jiow,  the  daughter  of  a  sheriff  of  London,  and  was  rettimed,  first, 
icn'^t  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Kent,  amd  nexi^,  a  bnrgeit 
for  the  bcHT^ug^  of  New  Romney.  Sir  Edward^  the  fburtb  b^ro^ 
net,  was  also  thrice  returned  for  the  coun^  of  Kent,  and  afer-« 
wards  once  for  Ijestwitbiel, 

Sir  Edward,  the  present- and  eighth  baronet,  born  about  the 
year  1755,  succeeded  his  father  Sir  |ldward,  Noy.  21,  If  89,  was 
educated  at  Wincboster,  add  baa  baen  thricamamed :.  1.  in  178O, 
to  Miss  Mary  Hugasoti^  of  prOi^enders,  siister  to^  e«d  co-heir  with« 
Lady  Banks,  by  whom  he  has.  had  two  sqo$  :  2.  in  178^>  ta 
Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  Governor  Grahan),  by  whoni  h/^ 
had  a  son  named  Wyndham,  in  memory  of  an  alliance  with 
the  family  of  Sir  Wadham  Wyndham,  Knt.  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  Common  Pteasi  and  3.  in  1803,  to  a  very  rtspect- 
able  Roman  Catholic  lady  pf  the  same  okv^tf,  with  whom 
also  he  has  issue.  In  a  large  family  pictu];^,  which  became  the 
subject  of  litigation  some  years  since,  the  present  Lady  K.  is  intro* 
duced  with  her  two  predecessors,  as  making  their  apotheoses. 

Sir  Edward  became  exceeding  unpopular,  in  consequence  of 
]ii&  uniform  support  of  Mr.  FaC$  administration ;  tot  in  conse* 
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e^ntest^  tbc  reds^  as  they  weire  called,  succeeded  irf 
I>Ucii]g  t*^  object  of  their  choice  at  the  head  of  the 
poll,  the  numbers  heiflg  as  ^^Uows : 

For  Sir  E.  KnaAchhuU  •  4«85  s 

F.  Honywood,  Esq.  -  3101 

Hon.  C.  Marsham  -  274 

The  seat  of  Mr.  Honywood  was  thus  secure  for* 
another  parliament,  but  as  he  ^as  on  this  occasion 
only  second  on  the  poH,  ^o  in  1796  he  was  last, 
another  baronet*  having  started  ou  popular  prin- 


quenc^  of  his  deatlj,  lie  has  been  relieved  from  all  real  or  imagi- 
nary obligations. 

In  1800  he  was  second  on  the  poll,  and  in  I8O7  lie  came  in 
for  the  first  time  withoilt  ^  contest. 

*  Sir  William  Geaiy.  His  paternal  grandfather  ^ived  first  at 
Cheddingtonih  ttie  county  of  Blicks,  and  then  at  WelHngton  in 
Shropshire,  Bis  fathet,  Francis,  who  was  bred  in  the  navy,  rose 
by  regular  gradations  to  be  an  admiral  of  the  white,  and  cooiraander 
in  chief  of  the  grand  or  Channel  fieet  in  1780,  two  years  after 
which  (Aug.  17>  1782),  he  was  created  a  baronet  by  his  present 
ISfajesty.  He  obtained  considerable  wealth,  we  believe,  by  c;ap- 
tures  made  during  the  American  war,  with  which  he  purchased 
the  estate  ^  Fdllesden,  near  Leathertiead  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Sheridan. 

But  the  JLentish  estates  have  accrued  to  the  family  by  the 
admiral's  marriage  (Sept.  20,  1748),  with  Mary,  only  child  and' 
heire^  df  ilie  late  Philip  Bartholomew,  Esq.  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons  atfd  three  daughters.  One  of  the  females  married  IMr. 
Leigh,  andatiothfer  Sir  John  Twisden,  Bart. ;  of  the  sons,  Francis 
was  a  comet  in  Burgoyne's  light  dragoons,  and  died  on  the  Trans- 
atlantic continent,  fighting  for  the  right  of  Britain  to  tax  unrepre- 
lented  America. 

William,  tb^  second  son,  of  whom  we  now  treiat,  bdrn  about 
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ciples>  and  by  dividing;  the  light  blue  party^   con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  vreaken  it.     The  following 


1759>  was  educated  at  Cheam  school^'  and  «ucceeded  his  fatho- 

Feb.  7/ If  9^. 

Having,  in  consequence  of  this  event,  come  m  for  the  maternal 
fortune,  he  settled  at  Oxenhoath,  a  noble  mansion,  situate  in  one 
of  the  most  delightful  spots  in  England,  being  finely  surrounded  by 
woods,  hop  plantations,  and  cherry  orchards.  Having  aspired 
to  be  a  member  of  the  county,  he  accordingly  presexited  him- 
self as  a  candidate,  at  the  general  election  of  179^*  and  was 
second  on  the  poH,  having  terminated  a  long  and  very  expensive 
contest,  with  44J  8  votes. 

In  1802  he  Vas  again  second,  with  4085;  this  also  was  a 
struggle  in  which  all  the  three  panics  and  tlieir  friends  spent 
much  money,  and  in  which  the  tory  party  was  completely  routed. 
On  that  occasion,  such  was  the  influence  of  Mr.  Honywood*» 
name,  that  his  committee  is  said  to  have  given  two  or  three  hun- 
dred votes  to  Sir  William,  on  certain  conditions  as  to  his  bearing 
a  part  of  the  expences,  and  we  are  sorry  to  add,  that  this  event 
was  productive  of  a  suit  in  the  Common  Pleas. 

In  1806,  so  complete  was  the  consternation  of  the  reds,  that 
Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  wididrew  out  of  compliment  to  Viscount 
Marsham,  and  it  was  not  until  the  latter  had  declined  in  conse- 
quence of  the  shew  of  handsbeing  in  favour  of .  Sir  William  and 
Mr.  Honywood,  that  the  old  member  came  forward,  and  ^was 
^second  on  the  poll.  On  this  occasion,  Sir  William  perceiving 
the  current  running  fast  against  him,  relinquished  the  struggle 
after  he  had  polled  828  votes. 

At  the  general  election  in  .I8O7,  he  stood  for  Maidstone,  and 
vas  beaten,  after  a  hard  stn^le  with  tlie  manners  of  that  bo- 
rough, in  which  he  was  warmly  supported  by  the  independent 
interest.    The  numbers  were  as  follow  : 

For  George  Simpson,  Esq.  -  396 


George  Longman,  Esq.  •  3/4 

Sir  Wm.  Geary,  Bart.  -    '  332 


WhUe 
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k  a  cofrett  statement  of  the  nine  days  rftrugglc^ 
with  the  dates  an  which  it  took  place>  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  particular  candi4iite8  : 


Knatchbnll. 

Honywood. 

Sir  W.Geary. 

Tuesday 

2215 

1828 

1828 

June  7,  179^^ 

Wednesday 

422S 

3261 

3507 

Junes.' 

Thursday 

468(5 

3708 

3933 

June  9. 

Friday 

4869 

3952 

4069 

June  10. 

Saturday 

4962 

406l 

4172 

June  11- 

Monday 

5119 

4192      ' 

4325 

June  13, 

Tuesday 

5148 

4241 

4359 

June  14. 

Wednesday 

5170 

4248 

4386 

June  15* 

Thursday 

5202 

4280 

4413 

June  16. 

In  consequence  of  the  result  of  this  struggle,  Mr. 
Honywood,  for  the  first  time,  was  left  out  of  the 
representation ;  but  so  much  was  the  cause  che- 
rished, and  himself  beloved,  that  many  of  his  ad- 
herents wer^  accustomed  to  consider  it  as  a  personal 
disgrace  to  themselves  and  the  county.*  But  in  1803, 
they  were  at  once  completely  gratified  and  aveng- 
ed. During  the  whole  of  the  preceding  parliament, 
an  active  canvass  had  taken  place ;  all  those  who 
were  their  own  masters,  among  the  middle  and 

■ilwii    in  ■!    ■mil  ■■■..■      I       ■■    -■     - ■■         !■■  ■- 

^  While  in  parliament,  this  baronet  acted  an  upright,  noble,  and 
disinterested  part.  Attached  to  no  party,  he  voted  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  either  with  or  against  the  m'mister 
of  the  day,  and  never  craved  any  thing  for  himself,  his  friends, 
or  dependents.     We  wish  we  had  many  such  men  ! 

*^  A  respectable  and  aged  physician,  the  late  Dr.  Milner,  ^f 
Maidstone,  was  heard  to  say,  for  a  year  or  two  after,  in  the  ardor 
of  his  zeal,  '^  that  the  sun  had  never  since  shone,  with  the  same 
genial  warmth,  on  tlie  county  of  Kent !  ** 
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lower  t;ks8et  of  the  people,  came  forvvaixJ,  admort  to 
a  man,  eepeciaHy  the  baptists,  sociatans^  nfid  iode- 
pendents  ;  but,  indeed,  the  churcbmea  were  to  tic 
full  as  replete  with  ardor  as  the  Disseoters* 

As  on  the  ftoriiier  election,  the  celebrated  Morris 
Robinson,.  (  Lord  Rokeby  of  the  kkigdom  of  Ire- 
land,)  many  years  member  for   Canterbury,  had 
appeared,  and   voted  on   Mr.  Hohy wood's   side, 
with  a  beard  reaching,  like  Aaron'is,  to  his  g'irdle, 
so  on  the  present,  ail  aged  man,  with  ^^^  huge  blue 
beard;"  headed  the  procession  to  Pinefiden  Heathy 
where  Mr.  Godfrey,  the  high  sheriff,  presided.     He 
was  followed  by  a  band  of  music  ;  next  appear^  a 
Deal  boat  on  wheels,   fitiely  ornamented  with  light 
blue  favors,  and  filled  with  plumpers ,-  tfae&  Mr. 
Filmer  Hony  wood,  wiih  a  train  of  freefactlders^  font 
abreast,  in  a  column  of  n^ir  a  mile  long.     He  bioH 
self  was  surrounded  by  Mr.  Calccaft,  m)W  M.P.  foi 
Rochester,  his  nephew,  the  Captaia,  who  has  sue* 
ceeded  him  in  the  Fe|Hr©8entation;  Mr.  Roper  Head, 
the  Messrs.  Clarksons,   the  late  Sir  Charles  Styles, 
Bart.    Mr..  Serjeant   Runnington,    the  late     Mr, 
Polhill,    who  lived  ^ust  time  enough  io   witoess 
his  triumph,  &c. 

After  due  proclamation,  the  poll  com raencefl,  and 
the  result  of  nine  day^  employment  ^(vas  as  follows  ; 

Election  of  1802. 
Honywood        Geary  Knatchbull. 

Tuesday  1114  996  02^         July  13. 

Wednesday       2315  2299  2194        July  14. 

Thursday  3 139  2765  2728         July  15. 

Friday  3552  3082  3O91         July  1^.       * 
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'5^    ^ 

Honjrwbod        Gearjr    Knatchbull 

^ 

Saturday          3992           3319           3400 

July  17* 

- 

Monday           4365          3656          369I 

July  19. 

Tuesday    '       4624           3Q3i        ,    3799 

jTuly  20. 

Wednesday      4750          4074           3932 

July  21. 

Thursday         476^           4085           3933 

July  22* 

Majority  for  F.  Honey  wood,  Esq.  830* 

In  1806,  Mr.  Honywood  declined  any  longer  to 
Bit  in  parliament ;  but  was  succeeded  by  his  ne- 
phew Captain  H.  whi)se  name  was  at  the  head  of 
ihe  poll ;  and  in  1807  he  was  again  returned  with- 
out any  opposition.* 
— K-, — ^ * '    '  '■   '         ■'  ■■■'  " '"■ — ' — ^ - 

*  The  following  is  alist  of  the  knights  of  the  shire  chosen  for 
Kent,  during  the  present  reign. 

Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  (met  in  1762)  Sir  John 
Cust,  Bart.  Speaker : 

1.  Sir  W.  W.  Wyndham,  died  in  1763,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Sir  Brook  Brydges,  Bart. 

2.  Hon.  Robert  Fairfax,  brother  to  Lord  Fairfax. 
Thirteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  (1768),  Sir  J.  Cust  and 

Sir  F.  Norton,  Speakers : 

1.  Sir  B.  Brydges,  Bart. 

2,  John  F.  Sackville,  who,  becoming  Duke  of  Dorset  in  I7'^9i 
was  succeeded  by  Sir  Charles  Farnaby. 

Fourteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  (17^4),  Sir  F,  Norton^ 
Knt.  Speaker: 

1*  Hon.  Charles  Marsham,  ndw  Earl  of  Romney. 

2.  Thomas  Knight,  j un.  Esq. 

Fifteenth  Pariiament  of  Great  Britain  (1780),  C.  W.  Corn- 
wall, Esq.  Speaker : 

1.  Hon.  Charies  Marsham* 

2.  Filmer  Honywood,  Esq. 

Sixteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  (i784),  W,  W.  Gran^ 
ville,  fisq.  Speaker : 

1.  Hon.  Charles  Marsham. 

2.  Filmer  Honywood. 

1809-1810.        -         N  N 
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Haviog  thus  given  a  regular  cbconologieal  Dar- 
rative  relative  to  the  late  Kentish  elections,  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  state  the  pcrtitical  track,  followed  by 
the  subject  of  this  menaoir .  It  ba3  already  beeu  hint- 
ed, that  Mr.  Honywood  was  u  whig  frcwai  his  earlj 
youth  ;  he  was  of  course,  therefore,  a  zealous  op- 
ponent of  <he  American  war,  in  consequeocc  of 
which  he  united  with  all  those  who  were  hostile  to 
a  scheme  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  able  men, 
was  the  fruitful  parent  of  future  inischie&.  Not 
only  were  the  measures  that  led  to  this  unjust  and 
impolitic  contest  opposed  by  the  two  members  for 


Seventeenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  (179O),  H.  Adding- 
ton,  Esq.  Speaker : 

1.  Sir  Edward  Knatchbnll,  Bart. 

2.  Filmer  Honywood,  Esq. 

Eighteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,^  H.  Addington,  Esq. 
Speaker : 

1 .  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuD,  Bart. 

2.  Sir  William  Geary,  Bart. 

First  Imperial  Parliament  (I8OI),  Sir  John  Mitford,  Knt-  and 
Charles  Abbot,  Esq.  Speakers  : 

1.  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  Bart. 

2.  Sir  William  Geary,  Bart. 

Second  Imperial  Parliament  (1802),  C.  Abbot,  Esq.  Speaker: 

1.  Filmer  Honywood,  Esq. 

2.  Sir  William  Geary,  Bart. 

Third  Imperial  Parliament  (I8O6),  C.  Abbot,  Esq,  Speaker: 

1.. William  Honywood,  Esq. 

2.  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  Bart. 

Fourth  Imperial  Parliament  (IS07),  C.  Abbot,  Esq.  Speaker:] 

1.  William  Honywood,  Esq. 

2.  Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  Bart. 
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Kent,  but  also  ^^  the  iBtroductioh  of  foreign  merce- 
naries into  any  portion  of  the  British  dominions." 
L#rd  Norths  the  Premier  of  the  day,  allowed  that 
soldiers  of  this  description  had  been  sent  to  two  im- 
portant garrisons  in  the  Mediterranean,  Gibraltar 
and  Port  Mahon;  and  in  order  ''  to  keep  the 
heads  of  ministers  more  securely  on  their  shoulders/* 
lie  proposed  to. get  rid  of  the  danger  and  the  impu- 
tation, by  means  of  a  single  resolution,  ^^  that  this 
measure  had  necessarily  demanded  more  dispatch 
than  was  consistent  with  the  waiting  for  the  assem- 
bly of  Parliament/'  This,  however,  was  objected 
to^  on  the  constitutional  ground,  that  the  establish- 
ed law  of  the  land  was  not  to  be  set  asdde,  by  the 
resolve  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature.  Per- 
ceiving himself  beaten  in  point  of  argument,  al- 
though stilt  strong  in  Ipespect  to  numbers,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  EiccheqU^r  brought  in  a  bill  of  indem-- 
nity,  on  which  the  two  knights  of  the  shire  moved 
the  following  criminatory  amendment  to  the  pre- 
amble : 

'^  That  the  measure  ( tiz.  of  sending  the  Hano- 
verian troops  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca),  was  not 
warranted  by  law,  and  is  against  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution;''  and  it  was  properly  observed  by 
Mt.  Honywood,  "  that  however  dangerous  the  in- 
troduction of  foreign  troops  into  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  consent  of  Parliament 
might  be,  the  precedent  to  be  established  by  tlie 
present  bill  would  be  infinitrfy  more  so,  because  it 
was  plain  it  cduld  not  be  intended  to  indemnify  th« 
K  N  3 
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ministers,  but  io  give  the  measure  itself  the  sanction 
of  Parliament."  Lord  North,  who  was  a  man  of 
humour,  replied  with  a  joke,  and  the  amendment 
was  lost  on  a  division  by  a  majority  of  72. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  greatly  attached 
to  Mr.  Fox,  whom  he  considered  a»  the  real  head 
(the  Duke  of  Portland  being  the  titular  one)  of  th^ 
firmest,  noblest,  and  most  honest  minority,  that  had 
ever  appcfared  in  the  British  House  of  Commons. 
Yet,  with  all  his  deference  for  that  great  statesman, 
he  could  not  behold  his  coalition  with  a  man  whose 
political  measures  they  had  both  so  cordially  de- 
tested, without  an  honest  and  virtuous  reprobation. 
Accordingly,  for  the  same  reason  that  he  had  for- 
merly supported  ''  the  Man  of  the  People"  while 
in  a  minority,  so  he  now  opposed  him,  when  » 
minister  and  a  colleague  of  Lord  North,  for  he 
voted  against  the  celebrated  India  bill,  introduced 
November  Hfl,  1783,  which,  like  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  bill  of  1806,  (against  which  it  is  not  here 
meant  to  say  a  single  word )  became  the  signal  for 
the  retreat  of  the  new  and  motley  administration. 

Mr.  Pitt,  replete  with  all  the  apparent  candour 
and  ingenuousness  of  youth,  and  with  the  magic 
words  '^reform''  and '' economy'*  constantly  in  hit 
mouth,  then  became  the  idol,  because  the  sole  hope 
of  the  nation.  In  order  to  enable  him  to  effect, 
freely  and  honourably,  what  he  had  so  earnestly  and 
so  ardently  promised,  it  beijame  necessary  to  have  a 
strong  party  in  parliament,  and  as  this  appeared  to 
*be  best  and  most  easily  attained,  by  means  of  # 
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junction  with  such  as  professed  the  same  olyects,  an  ' 
union  was  projected  between  him  and  Mr.   Fox, 
who  had  once  more  declared  for  his  former  prin- 
ciples.   A  meeting  of  members  was  accordingly  held 
for  this  purpose  at  the  St.  Alban'-s  Tavern,  Jan.  26, 
1784,  of  which  the  Hon.  Thomas  Grosvenor  was 
chosen  chairman,    and    together   with  the  Hon. 
^harlesi  Marsham,  Sir  William  Lemon^   and  Mr. 
Powjs,  constituted  a  committee  of  managers.     Mr. 
Honjwood  was  one  of  th^  eighty  members  who 
assembled  upon  this  occasion;  but  the  negociation 
failed,  ^nd  no  sooner  was  the  young  and  ambitious 
Premier  firiply  seated  in  his  new  office,   than  he 
immediately  began  to  neglect  his  old  friends,  and  to 
forget  his  old  principles.    . 

Meanwhile^  the  pientbers  for  the  county  of  Kent,, 
faithful  to  the  pledge  which  they  had  given  to 
their  constituents,  pro^jceded  in  the  plan  for  promot-  ^ 
ing  salutary  reforms.     They  commenced  with  the 
militia,  which  they  wished  to  render  eflfective  by  the 
whoW  being  called  out  yearly  during  the  peace,  so 
as  to  prevent,  during  war,  the  possibility  of  a  re- 
currence to  the  unconstitutional  measure  of  intro- 
ducing foreign  troops  into  the  realm.     But  the 
Premier,  under  the  colourable  pretext  of  saving  the 
paltry  sym  of  40,0001.  per  annum,  opposed  aad 
frustrated  their  plan.     This  top,  occurred  exactly  at 
the  period  when  the  Duke  of  Richmoad's  scheme 
had  been  attempted  to  be  brought  forward,  for  ex* 
pending  millions  on  the  fortification  of  the  dock** 
yards,  a  measure  in  which  he  was  successfully  op- 
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posed  both  by  Mr.  Honywood  and  his  eoReague^ 
who  were  in  their  turn  once  more  foiled  by  him^  in 
an  attempt  to  secure  the  freedom  of  election^  by 
extending  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Crewe's  bill  rela* 
tive  to  the  officers  of  the  customs  and  excise^  to 
persons  holding  places  in  the  navy  and  ordnanco 
departments. 

The  war  with  France,  in  Mr,  Honywood  fdund 
a  strenuous  opposer,  and  he  once  more  most  cordi-i^ 
ally  joined  with  Mr.  Fox,  in  the  reprobation  of  that 
measure.  Hopeless,  however,  of  being  able  to  suc- 
4^eed,  and  for  the  most  part  incapacitated  from  at-* 
tendance  by  disease,  he  had  ne  longer  a  wish  to  re- 
main in  parliament ;  and  it  was  not  until  he  had 
heard  that  this  gentleman  had  presented  himself 
once  more  to  the  electors  of  Westminster,  that  he 
could  be  prevailed  upon  in  1802>  to  make  an  offer 
of  his  services  to  the  county  of  Kent. 

At  length  the  gout,  with  which  he  had  been  oc- 
casionally afflicted  for  the  space. of  twwty-fiveor 
thirty  years,  became  so  constant  a  visitor,  that  he  was 
unable  to  attend  at  all  in  St.  Stephen's  ChapeL  His 
n^nd,  however,  fuUy  participated  in  every  public 
event,  and  on  the  8th  of  April,  1906>  when  Mr. 
Pitt's  amendment  to  Mr.  Whitbread's  motion  for  a 
censure  on  Viscount  Melville  was  lost  by  a  single 
unit,  although  confined  to  his  rooip,  he  congratu- 
lated his  constituents  in  a  letter,  addressed  to  them 
in  the  newspapers,  in  which  he  paid  many  high 
.eomplipdents  to  the  Speaker,  who,  by  bis  casting  vote 
(E>n  this  occasion,  had  enabled  tbe€oQi9H)&s  of  JSng^ 
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land  t6  impeach  the  noble  lord  on  the  charge  of 
malversation. 

At  the  conclusf^on  of  the  second  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment^ the  subject  of  this  memoir  determined  at  once 
to  retire  from  the  representation^  and  from  the  coun- 
ty. He  accordingly  returned  thanks  to  his  constitu- 
ents^ whom  he  had  represented  during  the  space  of 
twenty-two  years^  and  leaving  Litistead  Lodge^  re?- 
pairdd  to  Marks  Hall. 

Mr.  Filmer  Honywood  still  continues  to  faim  his 
own  lands^  and  we  are  happy  to  add,  that  he  has 
been  latdy  enabled  to  throw  by  his  crutches,  and  en- 
joy a  com^ratively  better  state  of  health  than  before. 
The  last  public  act  of  his  life  was  that  of  affixing 
his  signature  to  a  requisition  for  a  county  meetingt 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  King  to  summon 
his  parliamtot,  and  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  capitulatioa  that  succeeded  the  battle  of 
Vimeira. 

Wenow  take  our  leave  of  this  veteran  politician » 
who  appears  to  have  been,  perhaps,  tbd  only  man 
either  in  ancient  or  in  modern  times,  that  has  ac* 
quired  thecharacter'ofa  patriot,  an^the  steady  sup* 
port  of  the  popular.  interest>  without  having  made 
a  single  regular  speech  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
life.  In  short,  he  has  never  aspired  to  be  an  orator^ 
but  contenting  himself  with  int^rity  and  consist'* 
ency,  has  obtained  uniform  support  and  applause 
merely  from  the  elmracter  of  an  honsst  kan. 
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'  JEC^ETARY  TO  THE   ROYAL  SOCIflTY,   ONB   OF  THE   HONOI^RIS 
LIBRARIANS,  AND  PROFESSOR  OF  CHE^^IISTRY  TO  THE  |10YAL 
INSTITUTION.  .       -       . 

At  pulcbrqro  est  digito  monstrari^  &  dicituf  hie  est.  Pppsius, 

WE  have  dedicated,  perhapi^  too  many  of  our 
pages  to  the  contemplation  of  those  classes  of  sobf 
ciety,  who,  engaged  in  the  brilliant  pursuits  of  lifc^ 
become  prominent  on  the  canvas,  and  either  ^ourt 
tir  demand  attention.  The  statesman/wbo  hap^ 
|)ens  to  b,e  placed  at  the  head  of  a  great  nation, 
immediately  attracts  every  eye  towards  him.  The 
politician,  who  would  alter  the  destiny  of  his  awn, 
or  regulate  the  fate  of  other  countries,  experiences 
universal  notice ;  the  admiral,  or  general,  whose 
victories  call  forth  the  tears  of  thousands,  and 
whose  laurels  are  always  besmeared  ijvith  human 
blood,  becomes  venerated  during  his  existence,  and 
a;t  the  copclusion  of  a  life  of  glory,  is  sure  to  b^ 
saluted  with  an  apotheosis. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  humble  man,  whose 
days  and  whose  nights  are  solely  dedicated  to  the 
good  of  society,  modestly  withdraws  from  the  pub-r 
lie  gaze.  His  vigils  produce  premature  age;  he 
becomes  pale  over  his  crucibles;  his  labours  oc-r 
ctipy  the  hours  that  oUght  to  he  dedicated  to  re-? 
pose,  ^nd  yet,  scorning  every  selfish  motive,  his 
discoveries  are  not  confined  to  an  individual,  ta  a 
family,  or  to  a  nation,  but  generously  promulged 
for  the  use  mxd,  benefit  of  maiikind,    Hail  Science  { 
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thou  deity  that  hath  civilized  the  worlds  wc  beijd 
willingly  at  thine  altar.  Truth,  reason,  and  ex- 
periment, are  the  only  priests  who  minister  in  thy 
temple ;  thy  worshippers  are  of  no  sect,  no  party, 
no  particular  country ;  always  at  peace,  thy  appa- 
nage includes  a  world  in.artns;  thy  views  extend 
to  the  whole  human  race;  all  animated  space  be- 
comes the  object  of  thy  exploits,  £^nd  the  theatre 
of  thy  triumphs ! 

V  The  subject  of  th^  present  article  has  lately  ex-^  . 
cited  no  common  portion  of  attention,  and  there- 
fore of  course  every  thing  concerning  him  becomes 
interesting  to  the  public.  Humphry  Davy  is  a  na- 
tive of  Cornwall.  His  parents  resided  for  many 
•years  at  Penzance,  in  that  county,  and  he  himself 
was  born  there  about  the  year  1775  or  1776.  We 
are  at  present  unable,  with  precision,  to  fix  the 
date,  and  therefore,  considering  his  labour^  and  his 
success,  scarcely  expect  to  obtain  full  credit  on  thig 
subject,  from  those  who  have  not  seen  him. 

The  humble  ambition  of  his  family,  pointed  out 
inedicine  as  the  object^ of  his  studies,  and  bis  father 
and  mother,  confining  their  hopes  to  provincial 
success,  looked  up,  perhaps,  with  honest  exultation 
to  the  time  when  their  son  was  to  divide  the  prac- 
tice of  the  county  town,  or  monopolize  that  of  some 
of  the  larger  villages  in  his  native  duchy.  To  en- 
able him  to  achieve  this,  he  was  placed  under  their 
jaeighbour,  a  respectable  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
porlase,  descended  from  the  celebrated  Coraieh^nti- 
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quary^*  and  wlio^  if  we  are  not  greatly  miMaketr^ 
like  many  other  country  practitionerd^^  united  the 
three  different  branches  of  medical  science  in  bis 
own  person^  acting  occasionally  a»  physician^  sur* 
geon^  and  apothecary. 

But  young  Davy  d^  not  confine  his  attentioa 
to  pursuits  of  this  kind.  He  soon  became  addicted 
to  the  study  of  natural  history^  and  being  situate  ia 
a  part  of  the  island  rich  in  minerdlogy^  collected  a 
number  of  fine  specimens.  Not  content  widi  this, 
he  began  to  extend  his  views  to  the  yariou»  decoiii^ 
positions  and  combinations  of  nature^  to  etamide 
the  different  systems  of  the  philosophers^  both  an* 
cient  and  modern^  and  to  form  theories  of  bis  own< 

He  did  not  confine  himself^  howe¥^>  to  geology 
alone^  for  as  he  possessed  a  capacious  idind>  ^hich 
embraced  a  wide  field  of  action^  he  was  eager  to 
become  acquainted  with  whatever  was  curioul> 
interesting^  or  profitable  in  science.  At  the  time 
to  which  we  now  allude^  chemistry^  at  one  period 
confounded  with  and  debased  Under  the  name  of 
alchymy,  was  just  beginning  to  afford  results  ho^ 
nourable  to  the  genius  of  those  who  practisedvit. 
Dr.  Black  had  already  made  his  notable  discovery 

*  William  Borlase,  LL.D.  and  F.R.S.  Rector  of  St.  Jost,  th9 
friend  of  Pope,  whose  grotto  he  adorned  with  spars,  and  a  bene- 
factor to  the  university  of  Oxford,  to  which  he  presented  a  num- 
ber of  fine  specimens  of  fossils,  was  author  of  an  Essay  on  Corn- 
ish Crystals,  A  Natural  History  of  that  County,  Observations  oa 
the  Sciliy  Islands,  &c. 
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concerning  tbat  gas,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
fixed  or  fixable  air ;  Mr.  Cavendish  pursued  this 
subject^  v?ith  his  wonted  zeal,  and  ascertained  new 
ficts ;  Priestley,  another  name  for  science,  had 
just  analysed  the  air  of  that  ungrateful  country, 
which  he  was  soon  after  doomed  to  leave  for 
ever;  while  Lavoisier,  who  had  just  appeared  like  a 
radiant  star  above  the  horizon  of  France,  began  to 
propound  his  new  theory,  and  to  form  a  new  no- 
aionclature  for  the  art. 

■  Mr.  Davy,  young  as  he  then  was,  appears  to  have 
been  no  inattentive  spectator  of  the  interesting  scene 
tbatmow  presented  itself  to  his  youthful  view.  Al- 
though situate  in  a  distant  portion  of  the  island,  and 
envying  but  little  intercourse  with  men  of  philo- 
sophical minds  and  ha:bits,  he  yet  paid  particular 
notice  to  all  the  recent  discoveries^  and  perhaps  se- 
cretly  revolved,  in  his  own  mindj  on  the  means  by 
which  be  might  one  day  be  enabled  to  extend  their 
limits>  or  add  to  their  number. 

Meanwhile,  an  event  occurred  that  seemed  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  increase  his  practical  know- 
ledge, and  which,  by  affording  him  a  wider  scope 
for  experiment,  promised  to  gratify  his  predominant 
passion.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  ingenious  Dr. 
Beddoes,  of  Bristol,  some  years  since  determined  to 
call  in  physics  to  the  aid  of  the  healing  art,  and  at- 
tempted, by  means  of  air,  modified  after  a  certain 
manner,  to  cure,  or  at  least  to  alleviate  the  horrors 
of  phthisis,  so  long  considered  as  the  reproach  of 
piedicine.     To  effipct  this^  an  extensive  apparatus 
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became  necessary,  and  for  its  regulation  and  supci- 
intendence  an  able  and  ingenious  practitioner  was 
wanting.  Mr.  Davy  was  selected  on  this  occasion, 
and  be  accordingly  resided  for  some  time  at  the 
Pneumatic  Institution,  Dowry-square,  in  the  ipi- 
mediate  vicinity  of  the  Hotwells. 

S^ort  as  his  stay  there  was,  yet  the  talents  of  the 
subject  of  this  memoir  began  to  develope  themselves, 
and  he  was  already  considered  as  a  very  extraordi- 
nary young  man,  when  he  determined  to  repair  to 
the  metropolis.  Here  then  he  aiTived  within  Ike 
last  half  dozen  of  years,  and  found  that  a  new 
energy  had  been  given  to  the  public  mind  by  the 
Royal  Institution,  which  it  washopedj,  would  render, 
science  both  popular  and  fashionable.  Count  Rum- 
ford,  after  making  great  reforms  in  the  domiiuoDS 
of  tlie  Elector  Palatine  on  the  subject  of  mendicitj, 
had  returned  to  England,  and  became  one  of  the 
patrons  and  promoters  of  this  new  school  of  experi- 
mental philosophy.  Whether  he  had  the  merit  of 
introducing  Mr.  Davy  before  he  repaired  again  to 
the  continent  to.  behold  his  own  original  protector 
converted  into  a  monarch,  we  know  not,  with  smj 
degree  of  certainty;  but  we  are  pretty  sure  that  the 
latter  gentleman  succeeded  Dr.  Young,  the  niephew 
of  Dr.  Brocklesby,  and  opened  to  himself  a  career 
that^has  already  formed  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
chemistry. 

Before  we  attempt  to  convey  an  idea  of  Mr. 
Davy's  discoveries,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
a, brief  and  popular  history  of  thatbrancb  of  ^ci" 
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ence,  By  means  ofwhiththey  were  effected,  and 
this  >viH  of  course  be  better  suited  to  the  notice  of 
the  tyro  than  the  adept.  Electricity,  is  a  term  used 
to  denote  the  operation  of  a  very  subtile  fluid,  which 
is  one  of  the  principal  agents  in  producing  the 
phenomena  of  nature.  Amber  was  the  first  body 
known  to  acquire  an  attractive  power  by  friction  ; 
and  Mr.  Boyle  was  the  first  man  who  had  a  glimpse 
of  the  electric  light. 

Otto  Guericke,  Burgomaster  of  Magdeburg^ 
formed  an  electric  globe  of  sulphur,  by  n»ean«  of 
which  he  performed  various  experiments.  Dr. 
Wall,  by  rubbing  amber  on  a  woollen  substance  in 
the  dark,  produced  light,  accompanied  by  a  crack- 
ling noise.  Mr.  Hawskbee,  on  discovering  the  great 
electric  power  of  glass,  produced  an  acute  sense  of 
feeling ;  Mr.  Grey,  of  the  Charter  House,  added  to 
this  the  knowledge  of  attraction;  he  also  drew 
sparks  at  pleasure,  and  with  facility,  introduced 
metal  conductors,  and  asserted,  that  the  electric 
fire  was  of  the  same  nature  as  thunder  and  light- 
ning. 

M.  Von  Kleist  was  the  first  to  collect  the  electric 
virtue  by  means  of  a  nail,  or  brass  wire,  confined 
in  a  small  bottle  ;  the  Leyden  phial  and  the  electric 
battery  followed. 

At  length,  Franklin,  the  first  philosopher  of  the 
Trans- Atlantic  Continent  arose,  and  not  only  pro- 
duced an  accurate  theory,  but  demonstrated  the 
identity  of  lightning  and  electricity.  Not  satisfied 
with  speculation,   he   constructed   a  kite  with  a 
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pointed  wire  fixed  to  it ;  and  h&ykig  sent  Aiis  tip 
into  an  electrical  cloudy  duriii|^  a  thunder  storm, 
actually  attracted  the  lightmng^  'which  he  made  ta 
descend  along  a  gold  wire  twisted  around  a  hempen 
strings  until  it  came  in  contact  with  a  silken  cord^ 
at  the  union  of  which  bodies  he  affixed  a  key^  and 
charging  a  phial^  kindled  spirits^  and  performed  att 
the  usual  electrical  experiments.  A  Frenchman, 
who  united  the  character  of  a  phifosopher  wiUi  l^nct 
of  a  statesman^  complimented  him  in  the  celebrated 
hemistich  of 

*'  Eripuit  fulnoen  coelo,  &c." 

4nd  his  son^  Governor  Franklin^  who  witnessed  this 
grand  discovery,  is  still  alive. 

Lewis  Galvanic  a  celebrated  physiologist  of  Bo* 
logna,  in  1791,  thought  he  had  discovered  that  aU 
animals  are  endued  with  a  peculiar  kind  of  electri- 
city^ and  by  many  successful  experiments  cm  frogs, 
at  once  enlightened  and  astonished  the  phit06o))hic^d 
world.  Upon  this  system,  first  developed  in  the 
treatise,  "  de  Viribus  Eieetricttatis  in  Motu  Mus- 
culari  Commentarius,'*  Volta  made  great  improve*- 
ments.  It  was  he  who  lately  found  that  the 
slight  effect  occasioned  by  the  use  of  three  con- 
ductors, may  be  increased  to  a  prodigious  degree, 
by  repetition :  for  instance,  if  one  combination 
of  silver,  zinc,  and  water,  produce  a  certain  effect, 
this  will  be  augmented  by  a  second,  a  third,  and  a 
fourth.  It  was  he  who,  by  multiplying  these,  pro- 
duced what  has  been  called  after  him  the  "  Voltaic 
pile,"  and  it  is  by  means  of  those  repeated  combinap 
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ticMis,  now  generally  called  '^  galvanic  batteries,*' 
which  in  their  turn  have  been  subdivided  into  batte- 
ries of  the  first  and  second  order,  that  all  the  recent 
discoveries  have  been  made. 

Mr,  Davj  had  no  sooner  obtained  the  Professor's 
chair,  and  procure  a  suitable  apparatus,  than  he 
commenced  his  labours.  At  first  he  confined 
himseli^,  in  public  at  least,  to  the  trials  already 
made  by  those  who  had  preceded  him.  He  next 
resolved  to  put  to  the  test  what  had  hitherto  been 
dubious ;  and  lastly^  unseduced  by  the  plausibility 
of  former  theories^  he  ventured  into  a  wide  field  of 
bold  and  original  experiment,  which  has  led  to  all 
his  recent  achievements. 

He  at  last  determined  to  communicate  his  labours 
to  the  Royal  Society,  and  we  shall  now  notice  theoi 
in  the  order  chosen  by  himself. 

Jn  the  Bakerian*  lecture  for  1806,t  the  subject 
chosen  by  Mr.  Davy,  was  '^  some  chemical  ageneie0 
of  electricity."  The  first  set  of  experiments  de- 
scribed in  this  paper,  was  undertaken  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  with  greater  accuracy  than  had  hi- 
therto been  attained,  the  sources  of  the  acid  and 
alkali,  observed  to  be  produced  when  distilled  water 
is  8ubi;nitted  to  the  action  of  the  galvanic  fluid. 

*  This  lecture  was  not  founded  by  a  nobleman,  a  man  of  rank, 
or  a  man  of  fortune,  but  by  Henry  Baker,  a  native  of  London,  and 
originally  a  bookseller.  He  himself  obtained  from  the  Royal 
Society  a  gold  medal  in  1740,  died  in  1 774,  at  the  age  of  seventy, 
mid  be(]^ueathed  lOOl.  for  an  anatomical  or  chemical  lecture* 

t  Seethe  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1807. 
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Several  of  our  ablest  men  had  hilherto  ascribed  thii 
phenomenon  to  certain  impurities  in  the  water^  and 
ingredients  in  the  composition  of  the  glass  and  the 
conductors;  but  this  had  been  denied  by  others>. 
and  the  result  has  not  only  proved  highly  honour- 
able to  science,  but  highly  flattering  to  the  specu- 
lations of  our  best  chemists. 

Two  cups,  cones  or  other  vessels,  capable  of  con^ 
taining  water,  and  made  of  various  substances  suc- 
cessively, were  connected  together  by  films  of 
pure  amianthus,  and  connected  also  with  the  posi- 
tive and  negative  ends  respectively  of  the  pile  of 
Volta,  by  means  of  platina  wires.  The  pile  was  a 
strong  one,  generally  consisting  of  100  or  150 
plates  of  zinc  and  copper,  six  inches  square,  and 
moistened  with  alum,  or  alum  and  diluted  sulphuric 
acid 

The  water  in  the  vessels  being  exposed  to  the 
action  of  this  pile,  after  a  certain  time  became  acid 
in  then  positive  vessel,  and  alkaline  in  the  negative 
one.  When  the  vessels  were  of  glass,  the  alkali 
was  much  greater  in  quantity  (about  twenty  times) 
than  when  they  were  of  agate.  The  same  process  too, 
in  the  latter  case,  being  repeatedly  tried  with  the  same 
cups,  though  the  acid  continued  to  be  abundantly 
produced  on  the  positive  side,  the  quantity  of  the 
alkali  was  diminished  greatly  in  the  negative  tube. 
Still,  however,  some  was  produced ;  and  after  seve- 
ral repetitions  of  the  process,  the  quantity  conti- 
nued stationary,  being  extremely  small,  although 
still    perceptible.      It   was  natural,  therefore,   to 
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suspect  the  water  of  having  some  alkaline  impuri^ 
ties. 

The  process  was  next  repeated  with  small  .vesseU 
of  pure  gold,  and  in  tea  minutes  the  negative  ves-» 
«el  had  attained  its  maximum  of  alkali ;  for  the  ac- 
tion being  continued  for  fourteen  hours^  while  the 
water  in  the  positive  vessel  became  constantly  more 
acid^  the  water  in  the  negative  side  was  not  sensibly 
changed ;  and  after  three  days  more  had  elapsedt> 
the  acid  became  still  stronger^  the  alkali  remaining 
as  before.  By  evaporating  a  quart  of  the  same  dis- 
tilled water,  seven-tenths  of  the  grain  of  solid  mat- 
ter was  obtained,  consisting  of  nitrate  of  soda,  and 
nitrate  of  lead,  the  latter  apparently  from  the  still. 

The  galvanic  experiment  was  next  repeated  in 
vessels  much  used,  and  in  gold  vessels,  with  tbd 
water  thus  purified  by  evapOratipn  ;  and  no  alk?iU 
was  produced  in  the  negative  vessel.  The  sub- 
stances of  (he  vessels  being  varied,  different  acids 
and  alkalis  were  produced  in  the  opposite  sides  of 
the  circuit.  Thus  wax  tubes  gave  for  the  acid  mat-r 
ter  a  mixture  of  sulphuric,  muriatic,  and  nitric 
acids;  for  the  alkaline,  soda  and  potash  ;  while 
carara  marble  gave  lime  and  water  continually,  and 
at  first  a  mixture  of  lime-water  and  fixed  alkali.  But 
in  all  the  experiments,  nitrous  acid  was  produced  in 
the  positive  side,  constantly  to  the  end  of  the  pro- 
cess; and  a  small  quantity  of  ammonia  was  regu- 
larly formed  in  the  negative  side,  at,  the  beginning 
ofii 
For  the  purpose  of  rendering  still  more,  indubi* 
1809-1810/     •  0  0 
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table  the  inference  to  if  hich  all  theie  ezperiniciilt 
pointy  the  process  with  purified  water  in  goldes 
Tessds^  was  performed  during  many  hours  in  the 
receiver  of  an  air-pump,  exhausted  sixtjrfoiii 
times !  and  then  in  a  receiver  filled  with  hydrogen 
gas.  In  neither  case  was  the  smallest  partide  of 
alkali  produced  ;  in  the  former  there  was  a  most 
minute  portion  of  acid ;  in  the  latter,  none  what-* 
ever. 

The  result  then  of  these  elaborate  experiments, 
is  the  conclusion,  that  wherever  an  acid  or  an  alka-r 
Kne  matter  is  produced  by  subjecting  water  to  the 
action  of  the  galvanic  fiuid^  the  latter  of  these  bo-» 
dies  is  evolved^  either  from  the  impurities  of  the 
water^  or  the  materials  of  the  vessels;  and  the 
former,  front  the  vessels  or  the  impurities  of  the 
water^  or  the  union  of  one  of  the  constituent  pwts 
of  the  water  with  the  ^xote,  which  it  has  absorbed 
from  the  air.  And  the  only  case  in  which  an  al** 
kali  is  really  formed,  is  where  ammonia  results 
from  the  union  of  the  hydrogen  of  the  water,  with 
the  azote  dissolved  in  it. 

There  is  one  fact  common  to  each  of  these  ex-^ 
periments ;  we  allude  to  the  uniform  and  exclusive 
appearance  of  the  alkali,  when  any  was  evolved, 
,  at  the  negative  surface,  and  the  acid  at  the  positive 
surface.  The  observation  of  this  fact,  naturally  led 
Mr.  Davy  to  examine  more  fully  the  laws  of  this 
action,  by  exposing  it  to  a  variety  of  known  snb^ 
stances.  He  began  with  a  set  of  experiments  upon  ' 
ipsoluble  bqdies,  containing  large  quantities  of  acid 
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and  alkaline  matter^  repeatiag  the  process  so  ofteil 
refeired  to  with  two  cups^  made  successively  of  (he 
sulphates  of  lime^  stronites^  barjtes^  and  fluate  of 
lime  cofinected  together^  either  by  pieces  of  the 
same  earths^  or  by  asbestos.  The  water  in  the  posi^ 
tive  cup  was  always^  as  the  process  went  on>  mixed 
"with  more  and  more  sulphuric  or  fluoric  acid;  and 
in  the  negative  cup  it  was  uniformly  converted  into 
lime^-water,  or  had  a  mixture  of  stronites^  or  a 
crust  of  barytes,  carbonated  by  the  contact  of  the 
atmosphere. 

Insoluble  substances^  containing  very  minute 
portions  of  acid  and  alkali^  were  next  exposed  to  a 
similar  process;  and  the  n^ative  fpide  uniformly 
extricated  the  alkali^  the  positive  side  the  acid^  how* 
ever  small  the  quantities*  Soluble  bodies  were 
then  examined  in  like  manner^  being  subjected  to 
the  galvanic  fluid  in  agate  cups^  and  dissolved  in 
pure  water.  The  separation  here  went  on  much 
more  rapidly,  but  it  followed  the  same  rules.  The 
negative  cup  contained  a  solution  of  alkaJi^  or  a 
deposit  of  earth,  or  metallic  crystals,  according  to 
the  compound  neutral  employed  ;  the  positive  cup 
uniformly  contained  a  great  excess  of  acid  ;  amuri-** 
atic  salt  gave  oxymuriatie  acid  in  the  positive  cup. 

Two  foreign  chemists,  of  great  reputation,*  had 
made  an  experiment,  in  which  muriate  of  litne 
being  exposed  in  the  positive  side  of  a  siphon,  and 
pure  water  in  the  negative,  the  action  of  the  galvanic 

.1        '  ■  ■  ■  ,.  ■  I  ■    ■         I  11     I  III   Ki 

'  *  Messrs*  Hisingcr  and  Berselius.  • 
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fluid  made  Itme  appear  in  the  water;  so  extraor« 
dinary  a  diacoverjr  merited  every  d^ree  of  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  Davy^  haviog  determined  to  pursue  it  im- 
mediately  on  the  plan  of  his  former  experimentsi 
his  first  enquiry  was  into  the  manner  of  the  passage 
here  remarked^,  through  a  menstruum  not  chimi- 
cally  attracting  the  substance  which  passed  oTcr. 
An  agate  cup,  filled   with  water,  was  connected 
with  a. cup  of  sulphat  of  lime,  by  moistened  as- 
bestos ;    if    the  former  was  positively  electrified, 
acid  soon  came  over;    if  negatively,   lime, came 
over.     Metals^  and  metallic  oxides,  passed  over  to 
the  negative  cup^  like  alkalis  and  alkaline  earths; 
and^  ill  one  beautiful  experiment^  where  nitrate  of 
silver  wa^  placed  in  the  positive  side^  the  amianthus 
between  the  cups  appeared  to  be  covered  with » 
thin  film. 

The  tramference  went  on  slower,  in  proportion 
to  the  body  of  water  through  which  it  was  per- 
formed ;  when  the  wires  were  only  an  inch  asunder, 
sulphuric  acid  came  over  from  the  sulphate  of  pot- 
ash in  /fivd  minutes ;  nor  was  contact  with  either 
electrified  surface  necessary  in  these  experimeDts. 
A  vessel  of  solution   of  muriate  of  potash,  being 
connected  by  amianthus,  with  two  glass  tubes  filled 
with  water,  the  one  negatively,  the  other  positiyel/ 
electrified;  by  degrees,  the  alkali  went  over  into 
the  former,  and  the  acid  into  the  latter.    But  one 
-of  the  most  singular  parts  of  this  process  is,  that 
the  acid  and  the  alkali  in  passings  from  one  vessel  to 


Digitized  by 


Google       J 


PROFESSOR  DAVY.  565 

another^  through  any  interipediate  body  of  water^ 
or  over  the  surface  of  the  amianthus,  do  not  chaqge 
the  vegetable  colours  in  their  way,  except  in  so  far 
as  they  cpme  in  contact  with  them  at  the  positive 
and  negative  sides  respectively. 

Mr.  Davy  had  now  ascertained  the  regular  de- 
composition   of   bodies    containing   acids    united 
Vfith  alkalis  or  n^etallic  bases ;  the  constant  prefer- 
ence of  the  acid  for  the  positive  side,  and  of  the 
alkaline  or  metallic  base  for  the  negative ;  and  the 
actual  transference  by  perceptible  motion  of  those 
substances  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  electri- 
cal circuit.    But  he  was  now  led  a  step  further,  and 
perceived  a  phenomenon  perfectly  different  in  kind  • 
from  any  thing  which  former  experiments  had  mad6 
known;  for  he  found,  1.  That  the  action  of  the 
acids  and  alkalis  on  vegetable  colours,  was  sus- 
pended by  the  electrical  state  of  those  bodies ;  and, 
3.  That  the  influence  of  chemical  affinity,  in  this 
instance,  at  least,  was  superseded  by  the  powers  of 
electricity. 

In  the  coi|f se  of  his  experiments  he  discovered, 

^^  1.  f  hat  2j,  piece  of  m^sctdar  fibre  of  two  inches  long  and 
half  an  inch  diameter,  after  being  electrified  by  the  power  of 
\5(f  for  five  days,  became  perfectly  dry  and  hard,  and  left  an  in- 
cineration or  saline  matter.  Potash,  soda,  lime,  and  oxide  of 
iron  were  dissolved  from  it  on  the  negative  side,  and  the  three 
common  mineral  acids  and  the  phosphoric  acid  were  given  out  on 
tlie  positive  side. 

**  A  laurel  leaf  treated  in  the  same  manner  appeared  as  if  it  had 
been  exposed  to  a  heat  of  500^  or  600^  Fahrenheit  and  was  brown 
and  parched.   Green  colouring  matter,  with  resin,  alkali  and  lim^ 
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appeared  in  the  negative  vessel^  tnd  the  positive  vessel  contained 
a  clear  fluid  which  had  the  smell  of  peach  blossoms,  and  which, 
when  neutralized  by  potash,  gave  a  blue-green  precipitate  to  solu- 
tion of  sulphate  of  iron." 

It  appeared  also^  by  an  experiment  on  a  smaU 
piece  of  mint  in  a  state  of  healthy  vegetation^  that 
the  electric  powers  of  decomposition  act  even  upon 
living  vegetable  matter^  while  there  are  some  pheno- 
inena  which  seem  to  prove^  that  they  operate  like- 
wise upon  living  animal  systems. 

In  fine^  the  Bakerian  Lecture  for  1806,  will  be 
considered  as  a  mod^I  for  philosophical  research^ 
and  by  laying  down  certain  general  principles^  U 
likely  to  form  an  epoch  in  science.  The  grand  de^ 
Ructions. are-: 

L  That  the  acid  alkali  produced  when  distilled 
water  is  submitted  to  the  action  of  the  Galvanic 
fluid,  arises  from  impurities  in  the  water  and  ingre* 
dients  in  the  apparatus. 

%.  That  the  influence  of  electricity  in  various 
processes,  of  elective  attraction  is  rendered  conspi* 
cuous.  ' 

3.  That  the  Galvanism  which  operaites  in  the* 
Toltaic  pile,  is  identical  With  common  electticity. 

And  4.  That  the  preceding  experiments  open  a 
wide  field  of  science^  and  lead  to  the  very  brink  of 
new,  grand,  and  important  discoveries. 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Professor  Davy  continued  his 
researches  with  unwearied  industry,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  following  year  determined  to  commu- 
»ipate  them  to  the  Royal  Society.    Hia  investiga- 
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tions  had  led  him  to  new  and  singular  results^  and 
as  some  of  his  discoveries  were  already  rumoured 
abroad^  not  only  the  chemists  of  England^  but 
those  of  tke  c<;mtinent  were  on  the  tiptoe  of  expec- 
tation. 

It  ought  to  have  been  noticed  before^  that  in 
1908,  Mr.  Davy  published  a  ''  Syllabug  of  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  Chemifctry,  delivered  at  the 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,**  whence  we 
have  drawn  up  the  following  summary,^  and  it  is 
but  bare  justice  to  add,  that  the  whole  is  arranged 
ifl  a  viery  scientific  manner. 
PART  I. 

tVLt  CHEMISTRY  OP  PONDERABLE  SUBSTANCES^ 
DIVISION   J. 

i>f  the  Chemical  powers  and  the  Modes  of  their  ApplicatiQU, 

1.  Of  the  general  Lpgic  of  Science. 
The  sciences  are  classes  of  different  facts  associated  together  by 

2.  Of  the  Nature  of  Cbemistiy. 
'^  Chemistiy  is  that  part  of  the  science  of  nature  which  related 
to  those  intimate  actions  of  bodies  upoQ  each  oth^r,  by  which 
Afeir  appearances  are  altered,  and  their  individuality  destroyed. 

**  The  knowledge  of  those  actions  is  derived  frooi  our  sensa* 
fions  J  and  the  facts  thit  represent  them  are  classed  according 
to  the  corpuscular  theory.** 

3.  Of  the  Corpuscular  ITieory, 
"  The  different  bodies  in  nature  are  composed  of  particular  mi* 
aute  parts,  individually  imperceptible  to  the  senses." 
4.  0(  the  PqXver  of  Repulsion^  or  Calpric. 
5.  Of  Attraction. 
6.  Of  Chen^ical  Operations. 
The  methods  by  which  these  purposes  are  efl^ted,  ar^  by  qti* 
thesis  and  analysis. 

•  1 ''  '       '     '  ■■ 

*  In  this  skeleton,  those  parts  only  aro  in  some  measure  filled 
up,  which  are 'connected  with  the  late  discoveries. 
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7-  Of  the  Instramenti  of  Experiment. 

DIVISION    II. 

Of  Undecompounded  Substances,  or  Shnple  Principles. 
1 .  Of  the  Classification  of  Undecompounded  Substsgices. 
Forty-two  principles  are  at  present  acknowledged,  which  majr 
be  divided  into  six  classes. 

2.  First  Class. 
This  consists  of  oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  nitrogen :  these  arA 
permanent  gases  at  all  known  temperatures.     "  They  have  no 
taste,  smisll,  or  colour,  and  are  very  little  absorbable  by  water." 

3.  Second  Class.' 
.   Pbo^horus,  sulphur^  and  carbon. 
4.  Third  Class. 
Twenty-one  metals,  viz.  1.  platina,  2.  gold,  3.  silver,  4.  mer- 
cury, 5.  copper,  6.  tin,  7.  lead,  8.  iron,  9.  zinc,  10.  antimony, 
11.  bismuth,   12.  arsenic,  13.  cobalt,  14.  nickel,  15.  manganese, 
16.  tungsten,  17.  uranium,  18.  molybdeha,  1 9.  titanium,  20.  tel- 
lurium, 21.  chromp. — N.  B.  To  these  we  are  now  tpadd^  22.  * 
potagium,  and  23.  f  sodaium. 

5.  Fourth  Class. 
The  earths  are  in  number,  viz.  1.  silex,   2.  alumine,  3.  zir-^ 
cone,  and  4.  glucinc* 


*  **  Potash  is  obtained  frona  the  conimon  caustic  potash  of 
commerce  by  solution  in  alcohol  and  evaporation.  It  was  for- 
merly named /nc  vegetable  alkali.  It  is  of  a  white  colour.  Its 
taste  is  intensely  caustic,  and  it  acts  upon  the  animal  fibre.  It 
becomes  fluid  at  a  red  heat  j  but  it  is  volatile  only  at  a  very  high 

J  temperature      It  is  extremely  soluble  in  water.** 

J  '  ^-  **  Soda,  is  obtained  from  the  muriate^of  soda  (sea  salt),  by 

ndeans  of  litharge.  It  is  purified  by  treatment  with  alcohol,  in 
the  same  maimer  as  potash.  Its  taste  and  causticity,  as  well  as 
many  of  its  other  properties,  arc  analogous  to  those  of  that  alkali  j 
but  it  possesses  less  affinity  for  fhe  ac'^ds    It  is  fusible  in  a  teni- 

*  perature  a  little  below  that  of  ignition.     It  was  forme-rJy  c^ed  tl^c^ 

I  Ji^d  fossile  alkali,*\ 
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6.  Fifth  Class. 

The  only  known  fixed  alkaline  substances,  are  I.  potash,  2. so- 
da, 3.  strontian,  4.  barytes,  5.  lime,  6.  magnesia. 

7.  Sixth  Class. 

We  are  acquainted  with  three  undecompounded  acids  :    1 .  the 
muriatic  acid,  2.  the  fluoric  acid,  3.  the  boracic  acid. 

DIVISION    III. 

Of  Bodies  .composed  of  two  Simple  Substances,  or  Binary  Com" 

pounds,  '  ^ 

•    1.  Arrangement  of  Binary  Compounds. 
These  may  be  divided  into  six,  viz.   1.  compounds  containing 
oxygen,    2.  hydrogen,   3.  sulphur.    4.  the  metals,  5.  the  earths> 
6,  the  undecon^ounded  acids.  - 

DIVISION   IV. 

Of  Bqdies  confposed  of  more  than  two  Simple  Substances,  or  Tcr- 
nary  Compounds,  Quarternary  Compounds,  ^c. 

1.  Classificatioa  of  substances  composed  of  more  th^n  two 
simple  substances. 

These  may  be  divided  into  five  classes,  viz.  1.  Oxides  with 
bases  compounded  chiefly  of  hydrogene  and  carbon  -,  2.  Acids 
composed  chiefly  of  hydrogen,  oxygen,  an^  carbon  -,  3,  Oxides 
with  bases  compounded  chiefly  of  nitrogene,  hydrogene,  and  car* 
bon )  4.  Acids  composed  chiefly  of  oxygene,  nitrogene,  hydro- 
gene,  and  carbon  j  5.  Compounds  containing  earths  and  alkalis, 
or  metals.  . .     , 

DIVISION   V,  » 

Of  Substances  composed  of  different  compound  Bodies,  or  of  com- 
pounded Bodies,  and  simple  Bodies. 

I.  Classification  of  substances  containing  different  compound 
bodies,  &c. 

These  may  be  considered  under  four  classes,  viz.  ] .  Saline  com- 
pounds.    2.  Mineral  substances.     3.  Vegetable  substances.     4.  * 
Animal  substances. 

DIVISION    VI. 

General  Phenomena  of  Chemical  4c^on. 
Classification. 
All  chemical  action  which  can  be  considered  as  .resuld;ig  from 
the  powers  of  ponderable  substances  may  be  divided  into  four 
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kinds^      1.    Simple  combination.     2*  CompoTiQ.d^combxnatioB, 
^.  Simple  decomposttioD.    4.  Complex  decomposition. 

PART  II. 

THE  CHBMISTXT  OF  IBIPONDBKAB^B  SUBSTANCES. 
DIVISION   I. 

Of  Heat  or  Caloric. 

"  1.  Heat  or  caloric,  as  well  as  K^t,  electricity,  and  galvanism, 
Bfe  terms  representing  the  unknown  causes  of  certain  effects, 
which  form  an  interesting  part  of  chemical  science,  and  which 
witboat  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  powers  by  which  they  are 
pioduced,  may  be  investigated  and  arranged  as  simple  cdlections 
qf  Acts." 

2.  Of  the  effects  of  heat  5  3.  of  radiant  heat  $  4.  temperatore, 
Xrc.j  5.  ofthe  communication  of  heatj  6.  of  the  artificial  pro- 
duction of  heat  and  cold ;  7«  theories  concerning  the  nature  of 
heat ;  8.  of  the  instruments  used  in  experiinent^  upon  heat  5  (1 . 
ike  tbermometer,  2.  the  cyrometer,  3.  the  calorimeter.)  9.  agency 
of  heat  in  nature. 

DIVISION  11. 
Of  Light 

1.  Effects  of  lights  2.  laws  of  light ;  3.  of  the  artificial  pro- 
duction of  light }  4.  opinions  concerning  its  nature  j  5.  of  the  pho- 
lometer,  an  instrument  for  measuring  its  intensity  5  6.  agencies  of 
Ijght  in  nature. 

DIVISION  III. 

Of  the  EUetrkal  Influence. 
I. ^Effects  of  electricity  5  2.  of  conductors  and  reconductors  j 
3.  of  the  excitation  of  electricity  j   4.  theories  concerning  electri- 
city j    5.  of  electrical  instruments  5    6.  agency  of  electricity  ia 
nature. 

DIVISION  IV. 

Of  Galvanism^ 
I.  Of  the  Nature  of  Galvanism. 
*'  Galvanism  relates  to  the  peculiar  chemical  and  electrical  phe- 
nomena, which  are  occasioned  by  the  contact  of  different  conduc- 
tors of  electricity.    This  science,  though  yet  in  its  infancy,  is 
onnposed  of  a  number  of  important  facts.    Its  relations  are  very 
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/^ 

#st^istve^  and  furnish  ppwerful  and  novel  instruments  of  qhe- 
mica).  and  physiological  investigation." 

a.  Of  th©  Con^trqetion^^f  the  least  complipated  Galvanic  Ar- 
rangements^ U  e.  Simple  Circles. 

"  For  the  composition  of  a  simple  galvanic  circle,  at  least  two 
conductors  of  one  class  and  one  of  another  class  are  required ;  and 
they  niust  be  so  disposed,  that  the  conductors  of  the  one  class  may 
be  ii^  contact  with  each  other  in  one  or  more  points,  at  the  same 
tinae  that  they  are  connected  in  other  distinct  points  with  the  con- 
ductor of  the  other  class.    Thus,  if  plates  of  zinc  or  gold  be  made 
to  touch  each  other  in  one  point,  and  be  connected  together  in 
other  points,  by  a  portion  of  common  water  or  diluted  muriatic 
acid>  a  simple  galvanic  circle  is  formed.     A  simple  galvanic  cir- 
f:le  is  also  formed  when  separate  portions  of  water  operate,   and 
tgil^ons  of  hydrogenated  sulphuret  of  potash  are  connected  together 
in  one  point  of  view,  and  brought  in  contact  with  other  points 
with  a  piece  of  silver," 

3.  Of  the  Agencies  of  single  Galvanic  Circles. 
*'  The  galvanic  influence  is  manifested  in  single  circles,  either 
by  its  power  of  acting  upon  living  animal  organs,  or  by  its  che- 
mical agencies. 

*'  1.  When  the  tongue  is  made  part  of  a  simple  Galvanic  circle, 
an  acid  taste  is  pergeived,  and  when  the  eye  is  connected  with  it, 
a  flash  of  light  is  produced. 

'*  2.  Wheii  the  galvanic  agency  is  made  to  act  on  a  muscle  and 
the  nerve  attached  to  it,  which  have  been  just  separated  from  the 
body  of  a  living  animal,  muscular  contractions  are  uniformly  pro- 
duced. 

*'  3.  In  all  the  single  galvanic  circles,  the  primary  chemical 
actions  are  increased,  and  to  a  certain  extent  modified.  Thus, 
when  zinc,  which  oxidates  slowly,  when  exposed  to  the  atmo- 
sphere in  contact  with  water,  is  made  to  form  a  galvanic  circle 
with  that  fluid  and  silver,  it  oxidates  rapidly  -,  and  an  alkali-  ap« 
pears  to  be  formed  in  the  water  at  its  points  of  contact  with  the 
silver." 
4.  Of  Compound  Galvanic  Circles,  or  Galvanic  Batteries, 
f^  1.  Gralvanic*  batteries  are  composed  by  series  of  the  substances 
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which  form  simple  circles^  and  these  series  are  arranged  in  suck 
a  manner^  that  the  conductors  of  each  cl^ss  in  every  series  are  in 
contact  with  each  other^  in  one  point  or  more,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  are  'respectively  connected  with  different  conductors  o 
the  other  class,  so  that  a  regular  alternation  is  formed ;  the  order 
being,  conductor  of  the  one  class^  and  water  of  the  other  class, 
and  so  on.  Thus,  if  plates  of  zinc  and  silver,  and  pieces  of  cloth 
of  the  size  of  the  plates,  moistened  in  water,  be  arranged  in  the 
order  of  zinc,  silver,  cloth  -,  zinc,  silver.  Cloth,  and  so  on,  till 
twenty  series  are  connected  together,  the  Galvanic  battery  of  Volta 
will  be  formed.** 

5.  Of  the  Agencies  of  Galvanic  Batteries. 

''  1.  The  galvanic    influence  produces  shocks  5    2.  it  passes 
through  the  air  and  contains  non-conductors  in  the  form  of 
sparks  j  3.  it  affects  the  electrometer,  and  is  capable  of  comaKi« 
nicating  weak  charges  to  the  condenser  and  Leyden  phi^l." 
PART  III. 

THE  CHEMISTRY  OF  THE  ARTS, 
DIVISION    I. 

Of  Agriculture. 
I.  'Of  the  growth  of  vegetables ;  2.  of  the  influence  of  theahr 
-on  vegetation  j  3.  of  ^ils  ;  4.  of  the  action  of  the  water  on  vege- 
tibles }  5,  of  the  influence  of  heat  and  light  on  vegetables  j  6,  of 
measures  j  7.  of  the  cultivation  of  lands.  • 

DIVISION  II. 

Of  Tanning. 
1.  Of  the  nature  of  tanning  j  2,  processes  of  tanning:    3.  of 
the  composition  and  texture  of  skin  5    4.  of  barks  and  other  sub- 
stances employed  for  forming  lixivia  5  5.  of  the  theory  of  tanning  j 
6.  of  improvements. 

DIVISION  11^. 

Of  Bleaching. 
1 .  Of  the  bleaching  of  wool  and  silk  5  2.  of  tha  bleaching  of  K- 
rien  and  cotton  5   3.  of  the  theory  of  bleaching  by  oxygenated  mur 
riatic  acid. 

DIVISION  IV. 

Of  Dyeing.  ^^^ 

1.  Of  the  nature  of  dyeings  2.  of  the  substances  used;  3.  of 
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thprdants  or  bases  ^  4,' of  simple  colours  j  5.  of  compound  co- 
lours 5   6.  of  calico  printing :   7.  general  observations, 

DIVISION  V. 

Of  Metallurgy. 
1.  Of  the  modes  of  procuiing  metals  froiti  their  ores  j  2.  of 
the  formation  of  alloys  5  3.  of  solderi^ng  5  4,  of  plating,  gilding, 
&c.  J   5.  of  the  analysis  of  metallic  compounds. 

DIVISION  VI.     ^ 

Of  the  manufactory  of  Glass  and  Porcelain, 
1.  Of  glass  makings   of  the  manufactory  of  china,  earthen 
ware^  &c. 

DIVISION  VII. 

Of  the  Preparation  of  Food,  Drink,  Ste. 

I.  Of  the  preparation  of  food  t  "  the  gelatine,  fat,  and  fibrin* 
in  animal  compounds,  are  the  most  nutritive  substances ;  and  after 
them  follow  the  sugar  and  mucilage  in  vegetable  productions^ 
Stewing  by  means  of  water,  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  ceo* 
nomical  modes  of  preparing  both  animal  and  vegetable  food ;  but 
in  baking  and  roasting,  a  portion  of  nutritive  matter  is  alwaji 
destroyed.  As  gelatine,  mucilage,  and  sugar  are  all  soluble  into 
water,  they  may  be  formed  into  soups,  which  are  at  once  nutritive 
and  pleasant  to  the  taste." 

2  Of  the  making  of  wine,  beer,  alcohol,  &c. 

DIVISION  VlXI. 

Of  the  Management  of  Heat  and  Light  artificially  produced. 
1.  Of  combustion  5   2.  of  open  fire-places  3  3.  of  furnaces. 

At  length,  in  1807,  Mr.  Davy  delivered  his  se- 
cond Bakeriah  Lecture*  the  subject  of  which  was, 
'^  Some  new  Phenomena  of  Chemical  Changes  pro- 
duced by  Electricity,  particularly  the  decoiaposi- 
tion  of  the  Fixed  Alkalis,  and, the  exhibition  of 
new  substances  which  constitute  their  bases,  and 
on  the   general   nature  of  alkaline  bodies.'*     In 


*  S^e  Philosophical  Transactions,  Part  I.  for  1808. 
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this  paper^  \^bich  may  be  considered  as  ode  among 
the  important  results  of  fotmier  elaborate  investiga- 
tions^  he  proves  for  the  first  time  by  experiment^ 
that  the  fixed  alkalis  are  compounds  of  oxygen  and 
metallic  bases. 

Having  before  discovered,  that  by  a  very  singu- 
lar property  of  galvanism,  when  the  electric  fluid 
is  sent  through  a  circle,  in  which  part  of  the  circuit 
is  a  compound  of  acid  and  alkali,  a  decomposition 
takes  place,  the  acid  being  always  transferred  to- 
wards the  positive  part  of  the  chain,  and  the  nega- 
tive part  attracting  the  alkali  only,  he  now  pro- 
ceeded to  subjugate  fixed  alkalis  to  the  most  intense 
action  of  the  galvanic  pile.  Mr.  Davy  first  tried 
an  aqueous  solution  made  as  strong  as  possible.  He 
exposed  this  to  the  combined  action  of  three  great 
batteries,  one  of  24  plates  of  12  inches  square,  ano- 
ther of  100  plates  of  six  inches  square,  and  the 
third  of  150  of  four  inches,  a  total  of  almost  1500 
inches  of  metallic  plates.  But  although  this  pro- 
duced a  great  aclioti,  it  only  decomposed  the  water 
with  violent  heat  and  effervescence.  He  then  tried 
the  alkalis  fused  by  heat  withocit  success;  for  it 
seemed  evident,  that  the  fusion  and  action  must 
come  both  at  once  from  the  electricity.  Accord- 
ingly, having  slightly  moistened  the  surface  of  per- 
fectly dry  potash,  so  as  to  render  it  a  conductor,  he 
placed  it  on  an  insulated  disc  of  platiua,  connected 
with  the  negative  wire,  and  fixed  the  positive  wire 
on  the  upper  surface  of  the  potash. 

A  remarkable  action  now  ensued ;  the  salt  fused 
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hi  the  wires  at  the  lower  jsuf  face  without  any  effer- 
vescence ;  but  at  the  upper  with  violent  eflterves-^ 
c^nce.  At  the  lower  surface^  however,  smatt 
globules  like  quicksilver  were  perceived  to  emerge, 
as  the  process  went  on,  and  many  of  them  burnt 
with  explosion  and  a  bright  flame  :  others  without 
•xploiion,  became  soon  covered  with  a  white  crust 
dn  continuing  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air. 
The  saipe  phenomena  were  produced  when,  instead 
of  platina,  other  metals,  as  copper,  gold,  &c.  were 
used,  or  plumbago,  and  even  charcoal. 

The  metallic  globules,  therefore,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  disc  that  was  employed;  and  the  expe* 
riment  was  equally  independent  of  the  air,  for  it 
9iicceeded  just  as  well  in  an  exhausted  receiver. 
Soda,  when  treated  in  like  manner,  exhibited  simi- 
lar results ;  but  it  was  more  stubborn  and  required 
a  much  stronger  electrical  action.  The  globules 
too,  obtained  from  it,  were  neither  so  fusible  nor  so 
inflammable ;  they  were  melted  and  burnt,  however, 
by  the  heat  produced  in  the  course  of  the  expe 
riment. 

In  both  cases,  the  gas  resolved  at  the  upper  or 
positive  surface  of  the  alkali^  was  found  to  be  pure 
oxygen  gas  ;  nor  was  any  given  out  at  the  negative 
surface,  where  the  globules  were  formed,  unless  a 
superabundance  of  water  existed  there.  When  on 
the  other  hand,  one  of  the  metallic  globules  was 
exposed  either  to  common  air  or  oxygen  gas,  con- 
taining moisture  in  solution,  a  white  film  spec^dily 
vras  formed,  which  attracted  moisture  as  it  inr 
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creased  in  thickness^  and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
globule  was  converted  into  this  film  and  dissolved. 
The  solution  from  the  potash  globules  was  alwa^ 
found  to  be  pure  potash ;  those  from  the  other^ 
pure  soda  When  the  air  in  which  the  globules 
are  exposed  is  perfectly  free  from  moisture^  the  pro- 
cess goes  on  imperfectly ;  for  the  crust  which  is 
first  formed  remaining  solids  defends  the  interior  of 
the  globule  from  the  action  of  the  air.  When  heat 
is  applied:,  and  the  globules  are  exposed  to  oxygen 
gas,  in  a  close  tube,  they  burn  with  great  rapidity 
and  a  brilliant  white  flame;  the  gas  is  absorbed: 
no  other  gas  is  given  out,  and  the  oxide  which  re- 
mains is  a  pure  alkali. 

Such  is  the  statement  of  the  decisive  evidence  by 
which  it  is  ascertained,  that  the  fixed  alkalis  are 
compounds  of  oxygen,  and  metallic  bases,  or  metal- 
lic oxides.  These  metals,  for  so  they  prove  to  be^: 
notwithstanding  their  small  specific  gravity,  are 
subjected  to  a  classification  and  nomenclature,  and 
are  named  Potasium  and  Sodaimn.^ 

With  a  view  of,  ascertaining  the  proportion  of 
axygen  to  metal  in  the  alkalis,  Mr.  Davy  employed 
the  following  mode  of  experiment.  He  intrpduced 
a  small  tray  of  gold,  silver,  and  platina,  into  a  tube 
connected  at  one  end  with  a  pneumatic  apparatus 
and  gazometer,  and  at  the  other  drawn  to  a  point, 
but  suffered  to  remain  open.  Upon  the  tray,  metal- 
lic globules  of  known  weight  were  placed ;  the  tube 


*  It  \m  been  proposed  to  call  tliem  poda.gm  and  $oda^n. , 
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was  filled:  ^ifh  oxygen  until  the  Arliole  tmbmovc  mi 
was  expelled;  it^as  thea  hermeticany  sealed  at 
both  ends^  and  heat  being  applied  to  the  glass  near 
the  tray,  the  gh)]^le9  wef  e  burnt,  The  tube  was 
opened  under  tvater, ,  or  mercury,  ftnd  the  ab^- 
sorption  ascettained.  According  to  the  remit  oi 
one  experiment  made  with  great  accuracy,  100 
grains  of  pcrfasb  Contained  86.7  of  metal,  ^nd  13.3 
of  oxygen.  A»d  acf^ording  to  another  trial  of  the 
same  kind,  100  grains  contains  85.5  of  metal  and 
14.5  of  oxygen;  the  mean  of  the  two  being  8{kl 
of  oietal  and  13.9  of  oxygen.  Soda  in  like  manner 
consists  of  80  grains  metal  and  30  oxygen  iji  100  of 
alkali. 

The  decompoBitioii  of  water  by  the  n»<aUic  basea 
affor^d  aaxothcr  apprtximation.  This  gave  fiir 
potash  84i  parts  mdktik  ta  L6  pxy^n,  ia  the  hun-» 
dred ;  and  for  soda  76  per  cent,  metal,  and  24jp«r 
eerU.  oaygen.  Comparing  these  leading  ejiiperi- 
m^its  with  the  mean  results  of  a  variety  of  othcrf;^ 
our  author  infers,  as  a  general  medium  of  tht; 
whole,^  that  potash  contains  about  st>  parts  of  me*^ 
tal.to  one  of  oxygen,  and  soda  about  seven  parts  of 
metal  to  two  of  oxygen*^ 

In  examining  the  properties  of  the  new  bodies,  a 
wooderful  attraction  for  oxygen  and  all  oxydated 
substances  was  discovered.  After  reflated  trials^ 
naptha  recently  distilled^  was  &und  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  experiment  better  than  any  otber,  and 
the  globules  when  taken  from  thence  were  covesed 
with  a  thin  transpareiit  film  of  the  fluid,  which  de* : 
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fended  than  from  the  action  of  the  air^  and  at  the 
same  time  allowed  an  accurate  examination  of  their 
physical  qualities. 

As  to  the  qualities  of  the  basis  of  potasium; 
*  it  resembles  mercury  so  exactly  in  its  appearance, 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  distinguish  by  the  eye^  a 
globule  of  one  metal  from  a  globule  of  the  other, 
when  they  are  laid  together.  The  fluidity  of  the 
potash  metal  at  the  temperature  of  60^ms  consi- 
derably smaller  than  that  of  mercury ;  but  at  100^, 
its  fluidity  is  perfect ;  at  50^  it  is  malleable/  and  at 
32°  is  chrystallized.  It  is  an  excellent  conductor  of 
electricity,  and  requires  a  red  heat  to  distil  it. 

Its  specific  gravity  is  its  most  singular  property. 
At  40*  of  Fahrenheit,  it  swims  in  naptha,  the  light- 
est of  fluids ;  its  specific  gravity  is  to  that  of  water, 
as  6  to  10 ;  it  is  therefore  by  much  the  lightest  fluid 
in  nature. 

When  combined  with  a  due  proportion  of  oxy- 
gen, it  forms  a  grey  substance,  which  when  fluid, 
is  red*-brown  :  this  is  formed  by  fusing  dry  potash 
witfi  the  metallic   base.      When  introduced  into 
oxy-muriatic  acid  gas,  it  burns  spontaneously  with^ 
a  bright  flame,  and  makes  muriate  of  potash.     In. 
hydrogen  gas  with  heat  it  dissolves ;  the  compound 
gas  explodes  upon  exposure  to  common  air,   and 
deposits  the  i^etal  on  cooling. 
1  When  tbrown^  into  water  at  the  common  tempe- 
rature, it  instantaneously  deflagrates,  and  a  white 
ring  of  ^moke  frequently  follows  the  flame  as  in 
the  combustion  of  pliosphor^ts.     )¥hen  the  water 
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is  in  a  closb  vessel,  and  there  is  no  contact  of  air, 
the  decomposition  is  equally  rapid,  but  Avithout 
light,  and  pure  hydrogen  gas  is  evolved.  A  glo- 
bule placed  upon  ice,  burns  with  a  {>right  flame, 
leaving  a  hole  in  it  full  of  solution  of  potash.  It 
discovers  and  decompounds  the  smallest  portions  of. 
water  in  alcohol  and  ether,  even  when  previously 
purified  with  the  greatest  care.  In  sulphuric  acid 
it  rapidly  seizes  on  the  oxygen,  leaving  sulphur 
half  oxydated,  and  sulphate  of  potasrh.  In  nitrous 
acid  it  forms  nitrate  of  potash,  and  evolves  nitrous 
gas.  With  phosphorus  and  sulphur  it  forms  phos- 
phorets  and  sulphurets,  which  on  exposure  to  the 
air,  become  phosphats  and  sulphats.  It  amalgamates 
with  mercury ;  and  the  amalgam  being  exposed  to 
the  air,  potash  is  formed,  and  the  mercury  left  pure. 
With  other  metals  it  unites  also,  and  the  com-^ 
pound  being  thrown  into  water  is  speedily  decom- 
posed ;  potash  and  hydrogen  being  formed  and  the 
metal  precipitated.  It  decomposes  the  watery  par- 
ticles, or  the  air  found  in  oils  long  exposed,  and 
precipitates  a  brown  soap.  It  readily  acts  upon 
glass,  forming  an  imperfect  oxyde  with  the  alkali, 
which,  by  degrees,  is  fully  alkalized  when  exposed 
to  the  air. 

In  many  of  its  essential  properties,  the  basis  of 
SODIUM  resembles  the  very  singular  metal  described 
above  ;  but  it  is  less  fusible,  and  possesses  a  greater 
specific  gravity.  .  It  melts  at  120**  of  Fahrenheit; 
and  is  quite  fluid  at  180^     Its  specific  gravity  is 

pp2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


590  p.naBEfisoR^ikyY. 

to  (imlaf  waief/  as  nkte  to  ten  nearly  ;  R  decom* 
pounds  air  and  water^  but  i^ithout  any  Imniaous 
appearancef.  li  acts  on- tbe  acids  in  tbe  saxae  ^ay^ 
but  without  any  ligbi^  ej^eept  on  tbe  nitrous  aeM. 
Id  oth^r  respects  it  exaethy  resembles  tbe  basis  of 
potafib. 

Since  tbfs  very  extraordinary  and  bigbly  interest* 
tilg  paper  was  written^  tbe  Freneb  cbeihisfei  have 
terified  bis  labours^  wbile  furtber  experiments 
bftve  not  only  enabled  Professor  Davy  to  decompose 
ibe  two  eartbs  Already  mentioned^  and  in  a  stiU 
mote  satisfafctory  maiiiie^  but  also  tc>  sbew^  tbat 
the  other  alkalitie  eartbs  are  axydes  of  bigbly  com- 
bAMtible  metals.  He  bas  already  decomposed  car- 
bonic acid  by  melins  of  those  metals  and  has  oxy- 
dated  tbem  by  muriatic  ackL  It  is  now  hoped  and 
expected,  tbat  charcoal  itself^  which  has  so  long 
resisted  an  inferior  apparatus^  and  a  less  complete 
theory^  maybe  decomposed  by  the  new  instruments^ 
and  that  it  will  be  obtained  pure  and  eTCD  cbrystal*- 
lized.  Such  an  event  vfOvH  not  only  form  an  epoch 
in  science,  but  contribute  to  tbe  perfection  of  art, 
and  tbe  consequent  approach  of  man  to  the  Deity, 
tbe  source  of  all  human  excellence. 

We  have  thus  fairly  and  freely,  equally  devoM  of 
fear  or  of  favour,  and  without  any  communication 
whatsoever  with  tbe  subject  of  this  mfemoir,  fully,. 
candidly,  and  conscientiously  declared  our  opinion 
of  bis  merits.  In  eonsequen4!te  of  a  liberal  subscript 
tion,  amounting  to  about  one  thousand  pounds, 
Mr^  Davy  has  been  enabled  to  construct  a  new  and 
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^ointiof  structu^^  si«€,  and  powers,  to  any  other 


*  It  may  be  agreeable  to  the  curious,  to  say  something  ia 
this  place  respecting  the  new  grand  Galvanic  batteiy,  larger  thaa 
tbat/vidth  Vfbich  PrsofesSor  Da^Iy>made  his  jrecent  discoveries. 

TbeGolii^ic  tmugl^  ^w^lupb .^o^pose  it,  ure  arraoged  arom^ 
five  4abks5  each  of  these  troughs  consists  of  a  ipahogany  bo^c 
twenty-tviro  inches  long,  and  five  and  a  half  deep.  It  has  a 
number  of  grooves  cut  in  its  sides  to  receive  the  edges  of  the  Gal- 
vanic plates,  each  of  which  is  composed  of  twoxiiscs,  the  ^ne  of 
copper,  the  other  of  zinc,  soldesed  together. 

Hhelmide  df  the  bopc  or  trdv^  is  vanished  with  cement,  that 
there  may  be  no  coniraunicatiou  between  tiie  cells;  and  input- 
ting the  plates  together  they  are  so  arranged,  as  to  be  alternately 
zmc  and  copper  :  thatis,  the  zinc  side  of  one  plate  xjpposrte  the 
copp^  side  of  the  next. 

"The  troyighs  have «ach  twoi|)ieces  of  glass  tube  stuck  upon  the 
bottom  to  support  it;  ty  tbismode  they  are  insulated,  'So  that  the 
Galvanic  £uid  cannot  escape  to  the  earth  whan  the  battei-y  is  ia 
use.  The  cells  between  the  plates  are  £lied  ^  with  sulphuric 
acid  diluted  with  water,  and  iu  order  to  connect  the  effect  of  two 
or 'more  trouglw,  two  plates  aie  joined  together  by  ^  thiri.pieee.Qf 
^heet  lead  isoMored  to  both-,  poe  of  the  plates  is  copper^  the  other 

SMUC.  ■ 

One  of  these  plates  being  pat  into  tiiela«ti  cell  of^each  troogh, 
the  lekd  conveys  the  ^ectnc  fluM  froni  ooeiiaough  to  another,  and 
as  ^  lead  is  so  easijy  bemt,  the  trqugh.can.'be  set  down  without 
any  particular  regard  to  position. 

There  are  twenty  troughs  with  twentty^fite  plates  in  ^ach, 
making  in  all  500  plates,  and  the  ^upfitfixnes  d£  each  .pl#t^ 
exposed  to  the  action  (^  the  acid,  containl  thir^-^ve  squ^K^ 
inches. 

When  the  apparatus  is  complete,  and  the  batteries  brought  into 
use,  a  wire  from  the  trough,  which  is  the  first  of  the  posidve  end 
of  the  battery,  conveys  4h&  ^^t  of  the  whole  batterjr  to  the  placa 
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achieved^  or  even  meditated  skoe  the  discoveries  of 
Galvani  and  Volta.  With  this  it  is  expected 
that  experiments  vfiW  be  made  on  a  great  scale^ 
and  that  the  results  will  be  proportionate  to  the 
means.  Let  it  be  recollected^  however^  that  as  it 
was  with  a  small  telescope,  that  Herschel  swept 
the  heavens^  and  added  to  the  sum  of  astronomical 
science^  so  it  was  by  means  of  a  small  battery, 
that  Davy  was  enabled  to  produce  his  two  new 
metals^  which,  in  addition  to  iron  and  platina^alone, 
are  capable  of  being  welded. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  also  to  observe,  that,  like 
Priestley,  he  has  lately  invented  an  eudiometer,*  and 

wher6  the  experiments  are  made,  which  i^  in  the  dear  space  Qpon 
the  centre  table;  the  next  trough  is  dien  connected  with  the  fortQ^, 
bj  means  of  a  piece  of  sheet  lead,  and  the  other  tjroughs  are  ar- 
ranged around  the  tables,  each  being  connected  with  the  adjacent 
one  ^  before  described. 

From  the  first  of  the  negative  troughs  proceeds  a  copper  wire, 
wrapped  round  the  end  of  a  small  probe  of  platina :  the  positive 
wire  is  also  connected  with  a  small  pl^lina  saucer,  and  thn  pi^cjs^ 
of  POTASH  intended  to  be  decomposed,  is  placed  on  this  sapcer. 
On  being  touched  with  the  platina  prober  sit  receives  the  shock  of 
the  whole  battery,  and  quickly  after  the  metallbd  begins  to  ap- 
pear  on  the  saucer  in  small  globules,,  exafctly  similar  in  ^ppe^r* 
ance  to  mercury.  . .  , 

.  •  *  Mr.  R.  Knight  tead  a  paper  before  the,R(iyal  Society,  in  3  pO?, 
containing  a  descripttei  of  a  new  eudiometer  for  the.more  commo- 
diou^  display  of  the  formation  of  watef,  by  the.  combustiop  of  oxy- 
gen and  hydrogen  gas,  by  means  of  the  electric  spark.  The  ib- 
strument  consists  of  a  strong  cylindrical  glass  tube  to  receive  the 
gasses,  open  at  the  lower  end;  of  the  capacity  of  two  cubic  inches, 
and  gradoatec^iiifto  decimal  parts>.  and  a,  std^d  to  which  the  tube  i« 
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that  Buonapar^  has,  soine  time  since,  awarded  a 
prize  to  him  for  hisijiscoveriies.  As  science  abhorsall 
natiofial  prejudices  su^  political  distinctions,  we  are 
far  iVom  questioning  the  propriety  of  receiving  any 
ii^ark  even  of  his  munificence,  so  far  as  it  may  be 
connected  with  the  reward  of  experimental  philo- 
jBOphy.  ^ 

Equally  above  delusion  and    defjeit,  Pipofessor 

.pavy  in  his  l^tures  conptantlj  deprecates  the  ad- 

iniisia^  ,pf    principles  witlM)ut  proof,  and  firmly 

DD^ptaipiftg^ ''  tiiat  facts  ajone  forip  the  strength  and 

jvitality^f  science/'   He  h^  lately  paid  an  animated 

tribi^e  to  i^he  genius  of  .his  great  precursor,*  who 

first  br^Mght  home  pljiipfopby  to  the  minds  and 

^v^eUing?  qf  humble/mep.     He  dii^wns  the  jllibe- 

be^al' no]ti^iri.t)3at  knowledge  is  to  be   withheld 

from. the,  people;   and  maintains,  on  the  coatwxy, 

that  it  oi}^t  to  ^  f:;op^crfLt^  to  the  i^s^p^i^nant 

l^uQ^fqr:w}ioseol]e{^fH'.iA  .was  .ii^eqjded.     lUp  in 

^if^poiqt.o^^.yipw  tb^t  hegoptefo^latesPlatp^  as  in-^ 

■*•  ■  '  ■  ■        ■  ■      i 

Sitaohed' by- ^cla«p  and  Screw:,  th^re  i^  alscr  aii  iron  cylinder, 
cqi^amiiig  a  stittr^-splikl  spring,  on  the  principle  i6f.  !dbe|)o<^et 
4!^1:!^^  theifi^JDd^  or  central  \m  ^f -;wl^ch  is  fft^gd^gn  three 
feet, 'in  Qrder.^h^  it  may  be  firmly  secured  on  the  ^iyde„^f  a  jner- 
curial  b^fh,  *  with*  the  moutlj^  of  the  tube  immerged  in  quick* 
suver.  -^ 

By  this  arrangement,  the  sudden  i^d  violent  expans?An  th^t  talves 
piacput  the5ii)ment  of  the  combUBtioa  of  the  gases,*  &  relieved 
^y^  ^l^i^ityf  ^fthc  spring,  whiclj^jby  yieldlng^llowfc  tfi^^ass  t»J)e 

to  be  heaved  up  a  little  way,  withput  being  ^pven  fr^m  its  situor 
tipn.   'l^ie  process  of  the  experiment  is  thus  feeepred,  and    aU 

danger  of  accident  to  ihe  apparatus,  i%  efFectiiallypreVelUed, 
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feriw  io  Anaicftgoras :  the  iotmer  trislmd  4o  conceil 
tcience  tiAder  a  yeil  of  mystieisoi^  the  latter  wof- 
SliTptied  h^r  in  pubUe ;  iht  cue  te  penury,  in  soli* 
iirde^  iti  exile^  appears  to  htm  more  admirable  than 
the  other,  tnjojing  all  the  luxuries  of  the  eowrt  of 
either  Dionysias. 

,  Undazzled  and  unseduced  by  the  flattering  necep* 
iion  his  iahburs  have  isxperieaoed  on  the  Contioent^ 
tbi  snhjecityf  Ibis  memoir  assigns  to  England  the 
ieneed^o^  praise,  in  tesrpect  to  modem  scienoe,  snl 
Ironi  ihe  exalted  state  which  it  has  attained  bete, 
is  justly  inferred  the  superiority  of  crtir  na^mA 
tharacter.  He  attributes  pcftuliat  advatA^^eis  to  4bt 
keformation>  which,  by  producing  a  spirit  t>f  en- 
quiry, tended  to  ennoble  the  minds  and  pur^  the 
morals  of  the  people,  whilelhe^pirit  of-fcivilliberty, 
eng^zMered  by  the  Rerolution,  has  given  e^pansioB 
to  Ihfcir  tfews,  and  dignity  to  their  tbndufct. 

Mr!  ©avy,  although  a  bbld  and'original  expert* 
lAeirter;  exhibits  equal  daiitioA  and  inodetatiWn  m 
the  mode  iq  which  he  philosophizes,  whether  i^ 
his  writings  or  hi&:  lectures.  Unspoiled  by  mp* 
^tause,  -atid  tit  onet  copious  and  (nititfte,  lk^4iseo^ 
vers  gffeal!  felicity  in  seizing,  exatninitig,  con'firm- 
ii^,  oir  rejecting  the  loose  hints  of  either  his  con- 
temporaries or  his  pree^ursors. 

To  such  4>f  our  readers  in  general  as  faaye  not  as 
yet  seen  hitn,  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  <he  Pro- 
fei^or  exactly  resembles  other  men,  affecting  no- 
thing rude,  vulgar,  or  extravagant,  either  in 
his  person  or  address,  and  to  the  ladies,  in  pw^icu- 
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[ar^  it  would  be  unpardoDable  to  omit^  that  he  is 
still  unmarried.  He  possesses  great  animal  spirits^ 
is  gay,  conversable,  destitute  of  the  jargon  o{  sci- 
ence, the  cora^ott  reftige^f  tittk  mindfi,  has  a  pleas* 
ing  face,  a  good  address,  a  person  rather  slender^ 
and  is  from  thirty-two  to  thirty-four  years  of  age. 

With  so  many  pretensions  to  fame,  let  notthe  Pro- 
fessor hope  ta  be  able  0  disarm  eovy,  or  to  put  ma- 
lice to  silence:  merit  like  his  is  the  food  on  which 
the  vilest  passions  are  ihe  most  eager  to  pr^y.  We  for 
our  own  part,  entertain  somefears  lest  the  liberality 
of  his  sentiments  sbaukjl  <giv«  offence  to  narrow 
min40^  ialheuppei  circle  aiid:his^nerau«!and  nob- 
ble notions  cosguFet^u^pa  host^lT ignorant,' but  pow- 
erfdl,  enemies.  'Recollecting,  liowever^  that  lie  has 
taken  his  station  on  the  '^  vaatagCrground,"  formerly 
occupied  by  a  Frauakiip  and  a  Prie?tley^  let  liim  con- 
tinue to  soar  above  all  personal  considerations,  and 
proceeding  in  the  rac^^f  fiime,  rchrember  Tiow  much 
We  havd  y^t  to  expect  from  ^  man,  who  in  the  blos^ 
som  of  life,  has  already  achieved  discoveries  mor^ 
valuable  than  any  thafliave'  met  the  public  eyo 
since  the  epoch  winso  Newton  comitiunicated  his 
theory  of  light  and  coloursj  and  ^c^plaided  and  illus<* 
trated  the  laws  of  nature  to  a  natioiv.  tjiat  has  he^ 
cotttte  distinguished  by  the  ifplendor  of  bis  name. 
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L— DR.  BURGESS,  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 
"  Vol.  X.  for  1809-10.  (Seepage  1.) 

THIS  worthy  prelate  has  not  only  declined  every  idea  of  a  trans- 
lation to  a  richer  see,  on  the  ground  *^  that  such  removals  are 
\jtterly  jnc6nsisteht  with  episcopal  duties,"  but  has  actually  laid 
ibe  foiindatipin.of  a  Provincial  Collie,  to  qualify  young  dergy- 
ttxcD  of  the^establishbentj  fwr  thf  W€l<;b  church.  Tp  attain  ^ 
object,  his  lordship  has  appropriated  a  tenth  of  his  r^veiuies;  dur« 
ing  life,  and  all  his  beneficed  dergy  have  added  their  contributions, 
ilo  a  meritorious  institutibn,  wtiich  has,  for  its  objects : 
"  I .  The  purcl>a§ing,  printing,  kiid  tirstributing  of  moral  and  re- 
ijgi^His  tracts;  .      -      .'  -i   (  j  v. 

2.  Clerical  education  and  exh^itio^j.  »    ii    ;  '    . 

3.  Building  aad  establishing  a  clerical  sen^inary  ^  304 

4.  The  relief  of  superannuated  curates^,  '   , 


I1.-.EARL  OF  DUNDONALD. 
Vol.  X;  for  1809-10.  ^    (See  page^75;) 


.oU 


The  Hoii.  Basil  Cochrane,  a  younger  brother  of.  this  jioUe- 
man,' returned  froni'IMia  about  tw6' years' since,  with  0,  spfendid' 
fortune,  and  has  lately  erected  baths  on  a  new  plan  and  construc- 
tion, at  his  town-house  in  Portman-square.  We  understand  it  to 
be  his  earnest  desire,  that  similar  ones  may  be  adapted  to  medical 
purposes,  and  most  cordially  ^  ish  him  all  manner  #f  sucaess  is 
bis  beneficent  intentions. 
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ni.— REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  ALEX.  COCHRANE,  K.B. 

(See  page  308.)  , 

Was  brought  up  uader  the  celebrated  Sir  George  Brydges  (nf^st- 
wards  created  Lord)  Rodney.  He  acted  for  a  considerable  tima 
as  signal  officer,  on  board  the  flag-ship,  and  was  pttesent  «at  the 
naval  action  with  D«  Grasse,  April  12,  17^.. 


IV.—LORD  DUNDONALD. 
Lord  Dundonald  himself  is  now  at  Derby,  employed  in  per- 
fecting new  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  wool,  the  yam  of 
which  will,  by  its  riaeans,  be  enabled  to  attahi  an  unrivalled  degree 
of  fineness  and  perfection.     ^      ,  •         :  .  i  .  .        '  * 

Y.-tnPROFESSOR  DAVY. 

Vol.  X.  for  1809-10..  (See  page  552.)  - 
Mf .  Davy  has  adopted  the  termination .  in  urn,  so  that  his  Po* 
tasium  and  sodaium  may  be  arranged  in  the  present  nomen- 
clature of  metals,  with  platinum,  plumbum,  &c.  It  had  been 
proposed,  if  we  are  to  believe  some,  by  high  authority,  to  termi- 
nate them  in  en,  so  as  id  coincide  with  hydrogen,  oxygpn,  *&c. 

The  two  new  metals  are  not  only  malleable,  but  inflammable^ 
in  a  high  degree.  They  instantly  deflagrate,  on  coming  in  contact 
with  the  smallest  quantity  of  water.  Anterior  to  this  discovery, 
only  two  bodies  of  this  class,  viz.  ^n~and  platiha,  were  capable 
of  being  welded,  and  that,  too,  by  means  qf  a  very  intense  heat. 
As  to  the  potasium  and  the  sodaium,  they  can  be  welded  readily, 
at  the  common  temperature  of  *  the  atmosphere.  Their  extraor- 
dinary lightness  i^  anotlier  property-  for  >vhich  they  are  peculiarly 
distinguished.  *         .  .    .  ^ 

The  skuilarlty  between  the  properties  of  earths  and  metallic 
oxides,  was  noticed  in  the  early  periods  of  chemistry,  and  attempted' 
to  be  acted  upon  by  those  who  pretended  to  be  adepts  in  alchymy, . 
which  has  since  been  defined ;      , 
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''  Ars  sine  arte, 

O^Q$,priix:t|>ii:itai  eit  mabtisi^ 

Mediam  l^borare 

£t  £nis  mendlcare.*' 
Xiivcltier  was  led  by  the  specific  gravity  of  terytes  and  stro- 
ntef>«s  well  as  from  thwr  poisonous  qualities,  to  conjecture  that 
tfaty  were  irf*  t  Hietailic  nature.  On  the  other  hand,  the  elements 
of  the,/!j«<2  alkaUi  were  •supposed  to  consist  in  part  of  hydrogen 
and  nitrogen  5  but  although  4he-«aost-<lissimilar  in  appearance  to 
metallic  oxides,  they  are  the  first  which  have  beeiv  demonstrated 
to  be  such. 


VI»— SIR5AMUEL  ROMILLT. 
Vol.  X.  for  I8O9-IO.     (See  page  32^.) 

Since  the  account  in  the  l)ody  of  the  work  was  written,  we  bav^ 
heard  Sir  Samuel  if)  th^  House  of  Peers,  in  the  celebrated 
burgh  cause,  as  counsel  for  Sir  James  Innes  Ker,  Bart, 
grandson  of  Lady  Mary  Ker,  grand-daughter  of  Robert  jCrl  of 
Roxburgh,  who  entailed  the  immense  estates,  now  in  li^ation> 
all  of  which,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  court  of  Icotland, 
since  appealed  from,  appertain  to  his  clientl 

His  speeches,  on  this  occasion,  were  at  once  dignifieJand  inte* 
resting,  and  the  reply  to  an  introductory  oration  of  sewral  days 
continuance  on  the  part  of  the  Ex-Solicitor  General  of  ^otland, 
was  considered  as  ^le  and  luminous. 


Vn.— MR.  DEMPSTER, 
Vol.  X.  for  1 809-10.     (See  page  238.) 

Was  educated  at  the  University  of. St.  Andrew's,  but  afterward 
repaired  to  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  law.  He 
was  a  onitemporary  with  Mr.  Grey,  mentioned  in  page  256,  who, 
with  the  most  benevolent  views,  presented  an  annual  prize  to  St. 
Andrew's,  with  the  hope  that  it  would  be  applied  annually  to  tl» 
purpose  for  whichit  was  intended. 
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Mr.  Dempsfer;  wlto  is  a  meinbef  oith^  Sodety  of  iintiquariet 
b  Scoilatid,  has  pablished  ^'  an  account  of  the  Magnedc:  McKifi^ 
tains  of  Gannay,*'  an  idand  twehc  miles  in  circumference^  which 
possesses  manj  columnar  appearaaces>.similar  to  tliose  io  SxaHat. 


VIII.— DR.  BATHURST,  Bishop  op  Norwich. 
Vol.  X.  for  1809-10.     (See  page  377.) 

His  lordship's  brother,  the  Reverend  Charles  Bathurst,  Rector 
of  Bumford,  and  late  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  is  at  pre- 
sent Chaplain  to  one  of  the  British  Factories  in  the  East  Indies. 


IX.— MISS  HANNAH  MORE. 
VoL  I.  1798-8.    (See  p,  476.) 

Respe<:ttng  this  interesting  female,  we  are  enabled  to  add  some 
more  facts  by  the  publication  of  the  following  letter,  so  flattering 
to  our  literary  labours. 

To  the  Authors  or  Editors  df  the  PuhUc  Characters, 

Gentlemen,  Oct.  3, 1 8O7. 

Having  perused,  with  great  interest  and  pleasure,  your  useful 
and  elegant  work,  I  beg  leave  to  correct  a  passage  in  the  memoir 
of  iVIiss  More,  with  whom  I  was  early  acquainted.  Yoa  state^ 
p,  436,  that  she  *'  is  the.  eldest  of  three  maiden  sisters,*^  whereas 
she  U  thfi  fourth  offivt.  The  eldest  of  them  had  the  mans^ement 
of  tlie  school,  and  was  generally  called  the  governess.  The  cele- 
brated Miss  Hannah  had  her  share  of  duty  in  educating  the  young 
ladies,  and  when  that  was  performed,  shfe  dedicated  her  leisure 
hours  to  study.  Amcmg  their  exemplary  acts  of  benevolence, 
they  educated,  gratis,  a  bewitching  girl,  bora  deaf  and  dumb, 
daughter  jof  a  poor  clergyman,  who,  with  pleasing  vivacity,  used 
Io  indicate  the  five  sisters  by  the  five  flng^rs  of  her  hand,  and  de- 
scribe, by  sprightly  signs,  her  meaning  concerning  each  of  them. 
The  thumb  was  the  eldest,  Src.  and  when  displeased  with  any 
9nt  of^em,  she  usedto  bit»the  filler  that  pointed  out  the  person. 
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^  Their  Either,  whom  I  well  knew,  was  a  good  and  not  an  il- 
literate man,  and  steward  to  the  Doke  of  Beaufort  ^  cme  of  their 
original  fHends  and  bene^ctresses^  was  Mrs.  Gawtkin,  whose 
eldest  son  married  the  eldest  Miss  Palmer,  niece  of  Sir  J.  Rey« 
nolds. 

Upon  enquiry  among  the  Bristol  Ian  s,  you  will  find  that  these 
facts  are  accurate.  Your  humble  servant, 

AN  ADMIRER  OP  YOUR  WORK. 


X.— SIR  JOHN  PARNELL, 

FORMERLY  CHANCELLOR  OP  THE  EXCHBCtVER  IN  IRELND* 

Vol  II.  for  1799-1800.     (See  page  220.) 

In  the  last  edition  of  this  volume,  ample  justice  has  been  done 
to  the  honourable  and  disinterested  conduct  of  that  very  respect- 
able gentleinan,  whose  death  we  lament  as  a  public  loss. 


XL— REAR-ADMIRAL  AUVERGNE^ 

PRINCE  DB  BOUILLON. 

Vol.  III.  for  1800-1.     (See  p.  536.) 

On  perusing  the  account  of  this  officer,  the  editors  lanaent 
that  some  insular  prejudices  should  have  been  listened  to  for  a 
moment,  and  shall  in  all  future  editions  take  care  to  correct  what 
has  been  inadvertently  admitted,  concerning  this  worthy  officer. 


XII.— SIR  FRANCIS  BARING,  Bart. 
Vol.  VII.  for  1804-5. 

This  gentleman's  paternal  grandfather  was  a  divine,  at  Bre- 
men ;  his  maternal  grandfather  resided  at  Exeter.  He  himself 
was  bom  there,  April  18,  1740,  and  was  only  eight  years  old  at 
the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  Oct.  30,  1748.  After 
obtaining  a  competent  »hare  of  learning;  in  the  city  jojit  alluded  to> 
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be  Eepaired  to  London^  and  spent  some  time  at  Mr.  Fargties*s 
French  school  at  Hoxton,  whence  he  remeved  to  Mr.  Fuller'a 
Academy  in  Lothhury. 

He  afterwards  married^Miss  Harriet  Herring,  a  daughter  of 
Wiliara  Herring,  Esq.  a  kinsman  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter* 
buiy^  of  thef  same  name.  Her  sister  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Mr. 
Stone^  a  banker,  in  London. 

Two  of  Sir  Francis's  sons,  Alexander  and  Henry,  married  while 
in  America  the  two  daughters  of  the  late  Mr.  Bingham,  a  very 
ojmlent  merchant  of  Philadelphia. 


•  •         XIU.— MR.  WEST. 
Vol.  VII.  for  1804-5.     (See  page  Sg.) 

We  have  been  assured,  that  Mrs.  West  is  a  very  good  and  a 
most  amiable  woman.  Mr.  West's  father,  a  venerable  American, 
now  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  resides  with  them,  and  being  in 
possession  of  the  unimpaired  enjoyment  of  his  faculties,  is  blest 
at  witnessing  the  reputation,  and  partaking  in  the  prosperity  of 
auch  a  son. 


XIV.— EARL  GREY. 
Vol.  VII.  for  1804-5, 

This  nobleman  died  some  time  since,  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  his  eldest  son  Charles,  late  knight  of  the  shire  for  Northum- 
berland, a  Secretary  of  State^ during  the  late  administration,  &c. 

It  ha»been  said,  p.  81,  that  Earl  (then  Lieutenant- colonel) 
Grey,  accompanied  General  Hodgson,  and  commanded  the  98th 
regiment  of  foot,  at  the  capture  of  Belleisle.  We  have  been  since 
asfidred,  by  the  best  iauthority,  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  his 
battalion  thither,  in  consequence  of  bad  health,  and  that  the  regi- 
ment was  commanded  by  Major,  now  General/ Lelarid,  when  that 
fortress  surrendered  to  the  British  arms^ 
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XV._MR.  HOBHOUSI. 
Vol.  IX.  for  1807.    (See  pag^  lOr.> 
This  gentreman,  who  represented.  Grampoand  ia  the  former 
parliament,  was  returned  for  Hlndon  to  the  present. 

In  1792,  he  entered  the  field  of  controversy  against  Dr.  Ran- 
dolph, by  the  publication  of  an  answer  to  his  *•  Scripttnral  Re- 
TJsion.** 

XVI.— MR.  MITFORD,  F.R.S. 
(See  page  226.) 

We  are  sorry  to  remark,  that  Colonel  MitFord  is  no  longer  a 
member  of  the<  Imperial  ParHament/  having  been  succeeded  in  the 
representation  of  the  borough  of  Beeralston,  by  the  Honoorablo 
Jocelyn  Percy.  The  ancient  militia  system,  founded  on  the  purest 
constitutional  principles,  will  lose  an  able  advocate^  by  his  ab- 
sence, as  he  was  the  strenuous  opposer  of  every  innovation  in  re- 
spect to  a  grand  national  plan,  not  only  admirably  calculated  to 
provide  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  but  also  to  serve 
as  a  counterbalance  to  a  standing  army. 

We  rejoice,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  to  find  that  he  has  now 
published  '^  Tlie  History  of  Greece^  from  the  earliest  accounts  to 
the  death  ^Philip  king  of  Macedon,  in  four  volumes,  4to."  being 
a  new  edition^  revised  and  considerably  augmented,  of  the  three 
volumes  ^eady  publishedj  together  with  one  entire^  Hew,  so  as 
to  complete  at  ence  the  epoch  and  the  series. 


XVII.— LORD  BARHAM. 
(Seep^e249.) 
Although  this  nobleman  has  retired  fi-om  the  Admiratty,  jet  h$ 
stiUacts  as  one  of  the  Board,  for  examiaiog  the  iinprDveroeals  tug* 
gosud  by  the  oaval  eomm»sk)nei9. 
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ltV?II.-EAEL  OF  ELGIN, 
Vol.^IX.  for  I8O6.7.     (See  pag^  258.) 

This  nobleman  has  htelj  gratified  die  public  with  a  displqr  of 
his  fine  statues  brought  fi^m  die  Oreek  Islands  and  the  shpren  of 
Asia  Minor. 

At  the  general  election  in  ISO6,  he  was  re-elected  one  of  th« 
Peers  of  Scothnd,  on  which  occasion  he  stood  hi^h  on  the  list  > 
but  in  1807>  his  name  was  not  included  hi  the  «xteen  representa* 
tive  nobles.  * 


XIX.— DR.  STOCK, 

LORD  BISHOP   OP  KILLiXA. 

(See  pagp  283.) 

This  Rrdate  nio  longer  sits  as  a  Feet  of  the  Iiiip^ialParUameftt;^ 
having  gone  out  bjr  rotalioiL 


XX^LORD  COLUNOWOOD. 

Vol.  IX.  for  I8O6-7.    (See  pa^  315.) 

We  have  been  lately  told  by  a  respectable  gentleman,  who  re- 
ceived the  information  firom  his  own  mouth,  that  Lord  C.  1^ 
Newcastle,  when'  he  first  went  to  sea,  with  forty  guineas  in  his 
pocket,  and  did  not  return  home  again>  until  after  the  expiration 
of  eighteen  years. 

We  are  happy  to  learn,  that  the  ft^dd  of  this  noble  lord 
gradually  expands  with  his  fortune  and  his  hcmours.  He  has 
lately  subscribed  twenty  guineas  towards  a  monument  iq  the  o^^ 
tuory  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  Moises,  M.  A.  i^or  whom  he  was  ed^* 
cgted. .  His  lordship  has  also  presented  501  to  the  Nowcas^e  Ii^*. 
6mmj,  lOk  to  the  Dispemary,  and  lOl.  to  tin^  Charity  ior  l;hd 
delivery  of  poor  married  womep  at  tbcur  ow^  houseg. 
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XXI.— His  ExcE^DENb*  JAMES  MONROE, 
Late Minister(PJcilipqteptiaiy  frotji: the' United -S&f^s  of  America 
•; ,       •        .  to  the  Court  of  St.  Jameses.;  ; 

V  •  'YoLLX.  1806-7.    (See^P?g?  337..) 

This  gentleman,  after  concluding  a  prcjyisional  treaty  with  th^ 
^te  administration,  'fl\ic^i  we  are  syrry-to  add -has  not  been  pro- 
ductive of  a-  settlement  with  the.  Trans- Atlantic  Continent,  has 
jjtumea  to  his  native  country; 


XXII.— ROBERT  R.  WVINGSTONE, 

Late  Ambassjidor  £rom  America  to  the  French  Court. 

(See  page  385.) 

This  gentleman,  who  was  well  know^  to  the  late  Mr.  Fox  as  a 
politician,  and  to  Mr.  Coke  of  Holkhaiu,  &c.  aar  an  agriculturist, 
»  now  busied  in  improving  his  est^es  m 'America;  lie  has  made 
some  very  considerable  purchases  in  Louisiana,  ^rid  has  concaved 
an  idea,  that  it  is  possible  to  navigate  against  the  stream  of  the 
Mississippi,  by  means  of  vessels  provided  with  steam  engines. 
Some  of  his  cdtlntxym^',  howev0r/T^V^  the'ptf  ference  to  the^ 
scheme  of  a  canal^cut  parallejl  to  that  ?iV§b^y  river  -,  -but  a  subject 
of  such  magnitude,  however,  it  may .  occupy  the  speculations  of 
dicpnesent^ge,  .can,  only  be  fully  completed  by  a  remote  pos- 
terity, '  .  '        /  , 


Jjami.— IUab-admib.al  SIR^EPWARDJP ELLEW^  Bai^T, 
,     .   Yol- 1^  for  1^06'7.     (See  page 4pi.)      , 

'  He  served  as  a  midshippian  on  board  the  Alarm,  Captain  Stott, 
on  which  occasion,  the  Hon.  Hugh,  afterwards  Lord  Hu^h  Sey-* 
liiour,  was  his  messmate.     He  waa  afterwards  first  lieutenant  to  * 
^aptain  Powfial,  on  boaVd  the  ApoHo,  and  that  erfAt^  having  been ' 
killed,  in  actiop;  he  fought  the  ^Sip  ^HSbHy,  and  w^s-aftekwairda 
made  a  commandei' on  account  of  his  conduct  on  the  occasion. 
As  he  was  a  most  excellent  seaman,  even  whik  a-p^ptakij  (he^ 
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todk  care  never  to  order  a  man' to  do  what  he  himself  would  not. 
B7  way^of  shewing  a  good' example,  therefore,  he  was  accustomed' 
at  times,  when  the  mainsail  was  handed,  to  assume  the  post  of  ho- 
nour,  he  himself  standing  at  the  weather-earing,  while  Mr.  Lar- 
com,  his  first  lieutenant,  was  stationed  at  the  leeward  one. 

He  still  commands  on  boaifd  tlie  CuUoden  of  74  guns,  as  admi- 
ral on  the  East  India  station. 


XXIV.— .The  right  hon.  SIR  WILLIAM  SCOTT,  Kt.      » 
One  of  the  M.P's.  for  the  University  of  Oxford,  Judge  of  the 
Hig^  Court  of  Admiralty,  &c.  &c. 

Vol.  IX.     (See  p.  522.) 

*"*  As  >yc  have  been  at  some  pains  to  state  the  conduct  of  this  learned 
civilian,  in  respect  to  neutral  nations,  and  have  indeed  given  a  sum*: 
mary  report  of  the  merits  of  the  Swedish  captures,  &c.  it  appears 
tut  fair  to  present  the  reader  with  the  following  article,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen,  that  Sir  William,  when  a  proper  opportunity  pre- 
sents itself,  can  become  the  strenuous  asserter  of  neutral  rights. 

''Anna,  A.  La  Porte,  Master, — :Minutes  of  the  sentence  in  th^ 
lligh  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England,  on  tlie  20th  day  of  Nov, 
1805,  on  the  reserved  question  of  costs  and  dan^ages,  tjie  shij 
and  cargo  having  been  restored. 

^^The  Right-  Honourable  Sir  William  Scott^  Knt.  the  judge, 
observed — [Here  follows  the  statement  of  the  case,  and  of  certain 
points  in  jud^ent,  not  relevant  to  the  presept  subject  j  after 
which  the  report  tlms  proceeds :] — On  being  brought  here,  a 
claim  Is  given  of  a  very  grave  nature,  by  General  William  Lyman^ 
the  Consul  of  the^  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  his  Ex- 
cellency James  Munrpe,  Esq.  the  Ambassado;-,  as  being  taken  with- 
in the  territory  of  the  United  States :  this  has  been  much  dis- 
cussed, and  charts  have  been  exhibited. 

"  The  vessel  is  said  to  have  been  captured  at  the  mouth  of  th^ 
Mississippi,  witliin  the  bounds  of  the  American  territory.  The 
general  rule  on  this  subject  iS;,  where  the  power  of  arms  is  limited, 
there  is  the  limitation  of  the  territorju.  Since  fire-an^^s  baye  beeji 
introduced/  three  miles  is  considered  as  where  the  territory  begins: 

«  «  3     , 
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hot,  it  hat  been  mM,  the  island  at  the  moiiQi  of  tbellkttssippl  ca»« 
not  be  GODsidefed  as  territory^  b^g  merely  a  mud  \Amds  or  b^nk 
formed  by  trees,  washed  down  by  thestreamj  and  U  la  argued  to 
be^  in  fact,  no  appropriated  territory,  but  a  mere  accumulation  of 
earth  oceasionally  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  shootti^  blrds» 
which  are  its  only  inhabitants.  It  is  argued,  therdbre,  that  the 
American  territory  can  only  beghiat  Betteisk,  where  officers  were 
formerly  establohed  by  the  Spaniards. 

"  I  am  of  a  different  opinion.  Clearly  these  islands  are  to  be 
considered  as  a  neeessary  and  indispensable  part  of  the  American 
territory ;  for,  by  universal  courtesy  in  such  cases,  the '  land 
formed  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  be  the  quantity  of  the  earth 
which  composes  it  great  or  small,  must  be  c(>Qsidered  as  belonging 
to  the  territory  from  which  its  dements  were  derived.  If  the 
course  of  a  river  carries  away  any  part  of  the  adjoining  land,  the 
rule  of  general  law  it,  that  it  strll  remains  the  property  of  the 
fbrtner  owner  j  it  would  be  so  even  if  such  a  removal  brought  it 
tontiguous  to  the  pr(^rty  of  another ;  but,  in  this  instance,  there 
is  tio  other  person  to  advance  a  claim.  If  it  were  not  so  comi* 
dered,  any  other  state  might  occupy,  embank,  and  build  fortresiei 
upon  one  of  the  islands  5  and,  in  that  case,  what  a  thorn  wouM 
this  be  in  the  side  of  America.  Other  nations  might  construct  forts 
tfiere,  like  that  of  Belleisle,  aikl  the  passage  of  the  river  would  be 
no  longer  in  the  secure  possession  of  America !  The  island  )Q 
question,  then,  must  be  considered  as  within  the  American  terri- 
tory, and  therefore  the  distance  from  (he  shore  must  be  computed 
Trom  thence ;  aaxd  this  vessel  was  captured,  as  far  as  I  can  judge- 
from  ^  evidence,  within  this  threshold,  osk  were,  of  the  Ame- 
rican States. 

*'  It  is  said,  the  pursuit  began  before  the  vessel  had  entered  the 
privileged  limits,  and  that,  although  you  may  not  begin  to  chase 
within  the  neutral  limits,  you  may  pursue  there  j  and  I  should 
be  inclined  to  conclude  with  that  view  of  the  case,  if  the  captor 
Bad  been  out  on  a  legal  cruise,  and  had  legally  summoned  the 
vessel  to  surrender,  and  the  capture  had  been  made  without  yie* 
Iraoe.  And  tf  nothing  of  previous  misconduct  could  be  objected 
to  the^tor>  such  an  excuse  might  possildy  be  held  good» 
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''This  brings  me  to  a  part  of  the  case,  which  calls  for  great 
censure  on  the  captor.  Cruisers  have  no  right  to  station  them* 
selves  in  a  neutral  river,  the  better  hereby  to  exercise  the  right  of 
capture.  That  this  privateer  did  so,  appears  from  her  own  log,  ^ 
tnd  they  are  not  to  be  justified  by  saying,  that  such  is  the  conduct 
of  king's  ships,  which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  true  in  point  of  fact  j 
but  if  it  were  so,  it  would  call  for  equal  censure  on  them." 

The  learned  judge  then  proceeds  to  notice  other  particulars,  and 
his  general  conclusion  is  thus  reported :      ^ 

''  1  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  in  every  part  of  this  trans- 
action there  is  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  captor,  and  that  of  a 
{rass  kind ;  and  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  viobtipn  of  terri^ 
tory;  and  that,  o^inecting  the  plaice  of  capture  with  his  conduct 
in  that  territory,  tbequesttoaof  property  afforded  no  justification 
•f  the  seieure.  I  ^uld,  therefore,  fall  mudi  short  of  that  justice 
Aie  ty  the  violated  rights  of  America,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
indr^idual,  if  I  did  not  condemn  the  captor  in  costs  and  damages. 

''  The  court  accordingly  pronounced  the  ship  and  goods  to  have 
been  seized,  and  taken,  in  violation  of  the  Jterritory  of  the  Uailed 
States  of  AxsxetiiCM,  dmd  coodemnod  the  c^tor  in  costs  aad  da*' 
mages.** 

Sir  William  ftcott  kas  laleJy  returned  from  Lisbon. 


XXIiI.~Ry.  Hm.  SPENCER  PERCEVAL,  • 
Vol.X.  Note  to  page  465. 
It  is  the  house  of  hery,  not  of  "  Ivestry,**  firom  whi^  Ite  pse. 
seDt  Chancellor  of  ilie  fixckaqpuirll  spmng. 
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A. 

Abdallah  Meiioii,  36:.  , 

America,  her  interest  nearlt  the  same  with  that  of  England,  234;  her 
lawyers  fought  and  bleil  during  the  revolutionarj'  war,  321. 

Andrews,  Mr.  Miles  Peter,'  his  memoirs,  523 ;  is  educated  at 
Utrecht,  and  intended  to  be  seikt  to  the  English  factory  at  Aleppo,  ib, 
cxhibite  a  taste  for  poctry,.ana  writes  for  the  sUge,  524 ;  w  returned 
member  for  Bewdley,  529;  becomes  a  great  gnupowder  merchant^ 

.  530;  speaks  in  parliament,  530,  531;  account  of  his  hous«>  and 
company,  532. 

B. 

Bar,  the  road  to  fortune,  328. 

Barwell,  the  late  Mr.  supports  Governor  Hastings  in  India,  45  ;  re- 
4ums  home  with  an  immense  fortune,  note  to  46. 

Bathurst,  Dr.  H^enrv,  Bishop  o(  Norwich;  anecdotes  of,  377  *» 
birth,  380;  education  and  first  preferment,  381;  obtains  a  mitre, 
362 ;  visitation  address,  383";  3aih  of  January  sermon,  388 ;  conduct 
on  the  Catlwlic  qijestion,  393 ;  ma'ftku  epeecb,  394 ;  jnarriage,  400 ; 
character,  401.  .  -  / 

Berry^  Sh  Edward,  account  of,  441 ;  birth,  448 ;  eariy  pursuits  in 
-  lifie,  449,  460.         ' 

Burgess,  Dr.  Bishop  .of  St.  Da*v^p^s,  bis  memoirs,  1 ;  birth,  4; 
early  education,  5  ;  goes  to  Oxford  and  disting^ishes  himself  there, 
i;  becomes  a  bachelor  of  divinity,  7  ;  publishes  a  sermon,  8  ;  writes 
against  slavery  and  the  slave  trade;  marries  Miss  Bright,  20;  takes 
ihe  degree  of  D.D.  21 ;  receives  a  letter  from  the  prime  minister, 
fl2;  becomes  a  Bishop,  ib,  preaches'a  30th  of  January  sermon  be- 
fore the  lords,  24 ;  value  of  the  see  of  St,  David's,  26 ;  list  of  Dr^ 
B's.  works,26,  27  (See  ali»o  Appendix^ 
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i  ariisl<^,  EaM  of,  distinguishes  himself  at  Eton,  407. 

[Jlinton  GovERWdR,  memoiW  of,  3S0  ;  birth  and  education,  as  de^ 
tailed  to  the  editor  by  a  celebrated  American  citizen,  322 ;  is  chosen 
Governor  of  New  York ;  his  military  career,  324 ;  his  name  proves 
fetal  to  a  spy,  325 ;  becomes  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  326* 

I^anterbiiry,  the  See  of,  becomes  metfopollticil,  2; 

Clergy,  English  historical  account  of,  377. 

Cochrane,  Hon,  Basil,  (See  Appendbi). 

Ck)CHRAKE,  K^AR  Admiral,  Sir  A.  F.  account  of,  308 ;  becomes  a 

'  Captain,  309;  services,  3 lO,  311, '312;  marriage,  3 16  (See  also  Ap- 
pendix). 

Cochrane,  Lord,  memoirs  of,  .289;  passes  for  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  290;  becomes  a  Captain  and  distingotshes  himself,  291; 
stands' for  Honiton,  294,  and  for  Westminster,  299. 

CoxE,  William,  the.Rer.  hie  memoirs,  28;  birth  and  education,  29 ; 
contemporaries,.30  ;  admitted  V>I^e^o"'s  orders,  31 ;  makesa tour 
with  the  Marquis  of  Blanford,  the  JEarl  of  Pembroke,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  and  Mr.  Portman,  31  and  32  ;  becomes  an  author,  33  ;  im- 
mensity of  his  labours,  34;  obtains  the  vicaraga  of  Kingston,  35  ;  be- 
comes a  Caiion  of  Salisbury,  36i 

D. 

David's,  St.  the  Bishop  of,  his  kemoirs,  1  (See  Dr.  Burgess); 

Davy,  Mr.  Professor,  his  life,  552 ;  rqiairs  to  Bristol,  556;  his  ex- 
periments, 559 ;  his  discovery  of  the  tWo  new  metals,  576. 

Dempster,  Mr.  George,  memoirs  of,  238;  was  born  in  Dundee, 
S4l ;  educated  at  the  grammar  school,  242;  Sent  to  the  University  of 
St.  Andrew's,  243*;  becomes  a  merhber  of  the  College  of  i\dvocates, 

■  544 ;  is  a  member  of  the  Poker  Club,  5cc.  ib,  6f  the  Select  Society, 

•  245 ;  declines  practising  as  a  lawyer,  243 ;  bccofnes  a  member  of 
parliament,  249;  is  appointed  secretary  to  the  order  of  the  Thistle, 
ib.  acts  with  the  Rockingham  party,  250;  becomes  an  advocate  for 
the  extension  of  the  fisheries,  250,  251;  conduct  on  the  Regency 
'  question,  252 ;  resigns  his  seat,  254 ;  political  character^  ib.  private 
life,  255  ;  labours  for  the  advancement  of  the  fisheries,  257 ;  literary 
friends,  263  ;  literary  labours,  264 ;  melioration  of  his  own  estate, 
S67 ;  teaches  his  countrymen  to  pack  their  salmon  in  ice,  ib.  a  prayer  in 
it&  language  of  Tully,  for  his  happiness,  268  (See  also  Appendi.\J> 
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DuNDOK ALD,  the  Earl  of,  his  menigirs,  S75 ;  birth  and  earlj  pursuit 
277;  marriage,  27S  ;  discovers  the  virtues  of  an  extract  from  coais 
when  applied  to  ships  bottoms,  281 ;  recommends  salt  as  a  manure, 
283 ;  his  remarks  on  peat,  284 ;  his  substitute  for  gum  Senegal, 
287 ;  patent  for  purifying  hemp  and  flax,  287 ;  improvement  of  sail 
cloth,  288 ;  letter  to  discountenance  the^  story  of  his  own  death, 
289 ;  account  of  his  son  Lord  Cochrane,  r^.  (See  also  Appendix). 

E. 

Etonians,  celebrated  ones,  viz.  Earl  of  CarRsle  and  Mr,  Hare,  407 ; 
Duke  of  Leinster,  Marquis  of  Hertford,  Sir  James  Macdonald,  and 
Mr.  Fox,  409 ;  General  Fitzpatrick,  401. 

F. 

Fife,  Earl  of,  presides  at  the  Bainfifshire  meeting,  vilAch  passes  a 
vote  in  favour  of  the  Trial  by  Jury. 

Fitzpatrick,  Right  Hondurable  Geiteral  Richarb,  memoirs 
of,  401 ;  descent,  4o4;  account  of  his  father,  406 ;  education,  407 ; 
obtains  a  pair  of  colours  in  the  guards,  41 1 ;  becomes  a  member  of 
parliament,  413 ;  appears  in  fe  field  assecond  to  Mr.  Fox,  4l4 ;  is  ' 
nominated  Secretary  at  War,  4l6 ;  a  manager  of  Hastings's  im- 
peachment, 418 ;  speech  relative  to  La  Fayette's  ^imily,  420 ;  his 
poetry,  430. 

Fox,  Charles,  his  verses  while  at  Eton,  407. 

Francis,  Sir  Pbiup,  his  memoirs,  37;  his  birth,  38  ;  accoantof  his 
£ither,  39 ;  education,  4i  ;  repairs  to  India  m  a  high  capacity,  44 ; 
the  new  commissioners  are  opposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  45 ;  Sir  Philips 
then  Mr.  Francis,  fights  a  dud,  47 ;  returns  to  England,  Uk  obtws  a 
seat  in  parliament,  49 ;  opposes  Mr.  Pitt^  ik  and  Mr.  Duidas^  now 
Lord  Melvflle,  50 ;  assists  in  jthe  impeacbment  of  Governor  Hast- 
ings, 5 1, 52,  53  ;  advocates. the  plan  for  a  reform  of  parliament,  60; 
is  attacked  by  his  friend  Mr,  Burke,  note  to  61 ;  stands  for  Tewkes- 
bury, 62;  is  returned  for  Appleby,  64 ;  attacks  the  chimxra  of  In- 
dian prosperity,  65;  declares  against  the  extension  of  our  Asiatic 
dominions,  67 ;  opposes  thanks  to  the  Marquis  of  1^'ellesley,  69 ; 
assists  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  74;  exposes  its  enormi- 
ties, 80,  81 ;  proposes  a  plan  for  ^e  colonies,  86 ;  his  fidelity  to  his 
principles,  89 ;  his  generous  and  disinterested  efforts  in  both  hemi- 
spheres, 90.  «  .  , 
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Q. 

GalHcan  church,  4, 

Geary,  Sir  WiUiam,  an  account  of,  note  to  541  • 

Grant,  Sir  William,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  memoirs  of,  197,;  birth 
and  educatian«  199 ;  commences  bis  oratorical  career,  200 ;  be- 
comes a  counsel,  201 ;  repairs  to  Canada,  202 ;  returns,  and  is  elected 
for  Shaftesbury^  203 ;  is  nominated  Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  ib.  first 
speech  in  parliament,  204 ;  opinion  relative  to  the  abatement  or 
continuiance  of  the  impeachment,  212;  Quebeck  bill,  213;  is 
knighted,  216;  approves  of  an  union  ^vith  Ireland,  217;  becomes 
Master  of  the  Bolls,  219 ;  defends  the  war  with  Spain,  229 ;  opposes 
the  impeachment  of  Lord  Melville,  231. 

Gregory  the  Great,  his  connexion  with  England,  1. 

H. 

Hare,  Mr.  &mous  for  his  verses  at  Eton,  47. 

Hastings,  Governor,  his  disputes  with  Mr.  Francis;  &c.  45,  46;  is 
recalled  by  the  Directors,  47 ;  displays  gres^t  talents,  ib,  ^^ts  a 
duel,  ib. 

Henry  VIII.  as  connected  with  the  Beformatbn,  3, 

Holland,  Lord,  memoirs  of,  140;  account  of  his  family,  I4l ;  is 
sent  to  Eton  and  Christchiirch,  145  ;  travels  into  Italy,  ib.  his  maiden 
speech  in  the  House  of  Peers,  146 ;  supports  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
154 ;  opposes  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  1 63 ;  visits 
the  learned  Mr.  Wakefield  in  the  K.  B.  prison,  note  to  166 ;  ibovca 
for  treating  with  the  French  government,  167 ;  protests  against  tkc 
decision  on  Lord  Melville's  trial,. 170,  171;  attempts  to  meliorale 
the  debtor  and  creditor  code  of  laws,  173-4-5 ;  demise  of  Mr.  Fox 
and  its  consequences,  1 79 ;  Lord  H.  agaia  in  opposition,  IS  1 ;  speaks 
relative  to  Spain,  188 ;  his  labours  and  character  as  an  author,  189, 
190,  191 ;  account^of  Lady  Holland,  196. 

HoNYwooD,  Mr.  Filmer.,  late  M.  P.  for  Kwt,  an  account  of,  S32 ; 
birth  and  exlucation,  535 ;  the  political  principles  of  his  family,  &36  _ 
lives  atHall-place,  537 ;  is  returned  first,  (or  Stoyning  in  Suissex,  538  I 
next,  for  the  county  of  Kent,  539 »  his  coqtests  to  the  representation, 
541,  542j  543;  triumphal  procession  to  Penenden  heath,  544. 

I.  J. 
India,  British,  account  of,  42. 
Jay,  Mi^,  Chief  Justice,  memoirs  of,  232 ;  is  of  French  extraction. 
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f34;  was  bora  at  New  Rochelle,  in  America,  235;  edacaiionand 
profeasional  pursuits,  »ft.  k  sent  ambassador  tq  Europe,  236 ;  be- 
comes CUiff  Justice,  ib.  arrives  in  the  character  of  Envoy  extraordi- 
nary In  London,  237 ;  becomes  Governor  of  New  York;,  aji  his  re- 
turn, 238. 

Johnstone,  thk  Honourable  A.  Cochrane,*  316;  marries  Lady 
Georgiana  Hope,  317;  becomes  a  Governor  in  the  West  Indies,  ih. 
disputes  in  Dominica,  318 ;  acquittal  by  court-martial,  319  ;  parlia- 
mentary conduct,  320. 

K. 

Kent,  its  excellence,  533 ;  is  greatly  indebted  fo^.  its  prosperity  to  the 
law  of  Gravelkind,  534 ;  the  first  county  in  the  kingdom  in  many 
points  of  view,  535 ;  has  resisted  the  coqiblned  influence  of  the  crowji 
and  der^',  iby 

][natcbb\ill«  Sirjldward,  an  accou^^  of,  note  to  540. 

L. 

L^nsdowne,  Marqp^s  pf,  his  memoirs,  91 ;  dijsertation  on  nobility, 
•  ifc.  descent,  92;  account  of  his  father,  93 ;  his  spirited  conduct,  94; 
^8  surrounded  by  men  of  talents,  95  ;  birth  of  the  present  Lord,  9§ ; 
education,  ib.  travels  \Cith  Sir  William  Green,  97 ;  is  returned  to 
ptiiiament,  ib,  becomes  an  advocate  for  liberal  political  principles, 
98;  his  speeches  in  parliament,  100,  l©f,  102,  103;  repairs  to 
Ireland,  105 ;  succeeds  his  father,  ib.  is  fond  of  sailing,  106 ;  settles 
at  Southampton,  t^.  rebuilds  the  castle,  107;  constructs  a  sailing 
boat,  109;  marriage,  110;  person  and  dress,  ib. 

Law}'ers,  the  American,  all  patriots,  34. 

Leeds,  lale  Duke  of,  a  prologue  written"  by  hiip  for  Mr.  Miles  P^ter 
AndcewftS  comedy  of  "  Better  Late  than  Never,"  525. 

Leinster,  late  Duke  of,  educated  at  Eton,  409. 

Lothian,  Marquis  of,  his  memoirs,  26S;  his  descent  illus- 
trious, 270;  birth  and  profession,  271 ;  serves  in  t]>e  light  dra- 
goons, as  Lord  Newbottle,  272;  becomes  Earl  of  Ancram,  273;  re- 
turned one  of  the  skteen  Peers  in  1784,274 ;  votes  with  the  Prince  • 

.     on  the  Regency  question,  and  retires  to  the  country,  2^. 

Lutz,  Anthony,  who  took  the  Invincible  standard,  an  ^gcoy^t  of, 

364  ''•■'■' 

•  M.  ■ 

Macclesfield,  George  Parker,  Earl  of,  corrected  ifee.  Julian  caleiidar, 
580.  ■       ^       . 
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Macdonald,  Sir  James,  409.     •         '  '  •        > 

Maida,  the  hero  of,  353;  the  battle  of,  372,  373.  • 

JMiIitary  talents  of  the  English,  355. . 

"  N.  ■        ' 

Napier  of  Marchiston,  a  man  ennobled  by  nature,  58Q. 
Norwich,  Dr.  Bathurst,  Bishop  of,  his  memoirs,  377  ;•  obf^ii;^  ^ 
mitre,' 382;  his  charge,  383;  sermon,  388  ;  speech,  3i)4. 

B. 

Perceval,  Kight  Honourable  Spekcer,  memoirs  of,  464,  consi- 
dered, as  a  Finance  Minister,  499;   conduct  respecting;  the  slave, 

•   trade,  501 ;  his  curates'  bill,  504;  relinquishes  the-bar,  505;  hiB  pri- 

-  vate  virtues,  ih, 

Peter's  pence,  first  levied  in  England,  9. 

Pet^borough,  Charles  Earl  of,  an  able  (jieneral,  355. 

Petty,  Lord.  Henry,  rnemoirs  of,  11 1 ;  educated  for  a  minister,  112; 
is  put  to  Westminster,  26.  repairs  to  Edinburgh,  113;  studies  at 
Cambridge,  114;  travels  abroad  with  Mr.  Dumont,  115;  elected 
for  Calnc,  ih.  opposes  Mr.  Pitt,  116;  declares  himself  indignant  rela- 
tive t^  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Todd  Jones,  1 1^;  assists  in  theimpeadi- 
ment  of  Lord  Melville,  124 ;  becon\es  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, &c.  124^  125;  is  returned  for  Cambridge,  f^.  becomes  a  finan- 

'  cier,  127;  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  134;  dismission  of  the  new  ministry, 
135 ;  theEx-chan<iellor  of  the  Exchequer  fails  in  his  electioB  at  Cam- 
bridge, 136;  marries,  13S. 

IjloMiLLY,  Sir  Samu,ei;,,  memoirs  of,  327;  birth  and  education,  329; 
brought  up  in  tlie  six  clerks  office,  330 ;  called  to  the  bar  ib.  ac- 
quires celebrity,  331;  becopje^  tlie:  frfend  of  the  late  Marq^uis  of 
Lausdowne,  332 ;  visits  the  Continent,  333 ;  obtains  a  silk  gown,  334; 
his  parliamentary  career,  335 ;  ^  irianager  on  the  impeachment  of 
Viscount  Melville,  344;  his  speech,  345 ;  joins  in  putting  down  the, 
slave  trade,  346;  defends  the  ex-ministers,  347  ;  begins  a  refoijm  <^ 
the  criminal  code,  348, 349,  (See  also  Appendix). 

l^upert.  Prince,  a  man  of  great  ability,  278. 

*     .  ^:    .      .         .        ■:  '       " 

%x>tch  law,  a  dissertation  on,  197. 
^cotland^  account  of,  238^  239. 
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Ship  building,  history  ci,  AAi,  442, 443. 

Sicily,  history  of,  369. 

jSidmouth,  Lord,  the  contemporary  of  Dr.  Burgfss»  5, 

Standard,  Invincible,  taken,  365. 

Stanhope,  James,  Earl  of,  a  good  officer,  355. 

Storer,  Anthony,  his  talents  displayed  at  Eton,  409, 

Stuart,  General  Sir  John,  memoirs  of,  353 ;  birtli,  ?56 ;  educa- 
tion, 357;  obtains  an  ensign's  commission,  ib,  is  promoted  a 
field  officer,  358 ;  conduct  abroad,  359 ;  repairs  to  Minorca,  360  ; 
employed  in  the  invasioii  of  Sgypt,  3^1 ;  hia  giUant  bah$iviaiBv366; 
and  3413 ;  »  praised  ia  the  publk  orderv  36^;  beoqi|i«  t  Knight  of 
Ibt  Cre«:eni>  367;  Ti^itt  Co^stantmoplf ,  368;  oaeap^  frtm  Ifae 
plague,  ib.  invades  Calabria,  370;  fights  the  battle  of  Maida,  371 ; 
is  invested  with  the  order  of  the  Bttb,  376 ;  i$  appoint^  Xieutenasl 
Governor  of  Grenada*  A77, 

Stvrt,  Char^»>  Wi*  metnoips  gf^  508 ;  birth  and  £iniily»(Q9;ioe8  to 
s^  as  a  midshipman,  510;  fights  a  pitched  battle  with  «  ]t<^al  Duke, 
51  i;  institutes  aB  enquiry  respecting  the  Ferrol  escpedi^'mn,  512; 
re$ide»at  BrowBsea^asUe,  513;  is  still  ibnd  of  the  sea,  5  M^;  rescues 
the  crew  of  a  vessel  from  destructtoo,  ih.  obtain*  an  honorary  inedal 
f^'om  the  Humane  Society,  t^  is  himself  expot^  to  the  most  immi- 
Dent  danger,  Sl6;  his  struggles  for  his  life,  518;  b  s^ed  fit»n  deaih, 
BQQ ;  protecutes  the  Marquis  of  Blanford  lor  mm.  c^k.  521 ;  visits 
the  Continent,  and  is  unjustly  deUuned,  582 ;  is  tian^erred  to  a  dim- 
geon  in  Alsace,  and  his  rigorous  treatment  there,  i^ 


F  I  «  1  S. 


T.  Gillet,  Printer,  Crown-court,  Fleet*ttroet. 
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